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PROCEEDINGS 

HEW  BAKtohLuEi  bi^i 
OP  THE  SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE        ' 


OF  THE 

GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS    TEMPLAR, 

OF  THE 

STATE    OF    MISSISSIPPI, 

HELD  AT  NATCHEZ, 
THURSDAY  and  FRIDAY,  MAY  10th  and  Uth, 

1877. 


JACKSON,   MISS: 

pLAhioN  Steam  J^rinting  Establishment. 


1877. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS  FOR  1877.'78. 


R.  E.  S: 
V.  E.  Si 
E.  S 
E.Si 
E.  S 
E.  Si 
E.  S 
E.  Si 
E.  Si 
E.  S 
E.  S 
E.  S 
E.  S 


r  Wm.  a.  Fairchild, Vicksburgy Grand  Commander. 

r  Harry  Gilmore, Aberdeen, Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

r  John  A.  Dicks Natchez, Grand  Generalissimo. 

r  Chas.  M.  Erwin, WlnonOj Grand  Captain  General. 

r  Wm.  H.  Watkins Vicksburg, Grand  Prelate. 

r  R.  M.  Young, Corinth, Grand  Senior  Warden. 

r  R.  F.  Hudson, Columbus, Grand  Junior  Warden. 

r  N.  S.  Walker, Port  (?j6«ow,..Grand  Treasurer. 

r  J.  L.  Power, Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

r  Gus  J.  Bahin, Natchez, Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

r  G.  G.  Manlove, Vicksburg, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

r  S.  C.  CoNLY, Kosciusko, Grand  Warder. 

r  Jacob  Peebles*, Natchez, Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence — Sir  Oliver   Clifton,    Jackson; 
H\x  T.  G.  Birchett,  Vicksburg;  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  Columbus. 

Foreign  Correspondence— Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez;  Sir  W.  G. 
Paxton,  Vicksburg ;  Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Port  Gibson. 


The  next  Grand  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Vicksburg  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May,  1878. 
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The  Seventeentli  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
"Templar  and  the  Appendant  Orders,  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  held 
in  the  Asylum  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  on 
Thursday,  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  187T,  A.  O.  759. 

PRESENT: 

R.-.  E.-.  OLIVER  CLIFTON Grand  Commander. 

V\-E.-.  WM.  A.  FAIRCHILD Deputy  Grand  Co7nmandet\ 

E.\  WM.  G.  BENBROOK Grand  Generalissimo,  p,  t. 

E.\  HARRY  GILMORE Grand  Captain  General. 

E.-.  JOHN  A.  B.  JONES Grand  Prelate,  p.  t 

E.-.  CHAS.  M.  ERWIN Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.-.  N.  S.  WALKER Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Grand  Treamrei'. 

E.-.  J.  L.  POWER Grand  Recorder. 

E.-.  GUS.  J.  BAHIN Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.-.  L.  L.  CORNWALL Grand  Sword  Bearer,  p.  t, 

P:.-.  CHAS.  T.  CHAMBERLAIN Grand  Warder,  p,  t. 

E.-.  JACOB  PEEBLES Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  p.  t 

Also  present,  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Comman- 
-ders,  and  a  constitutional  number  of  the  Representatives  of  Subordinaie 
Commandcries. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  was  formed  in  due  array,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Sir  Knight  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Acting  Grand  Prelate. 
The  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  appointed  as  the 

Committee  on  Credentials — Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  of  Magnolia,  No.  2;  Sir  R.      ^ 
F.  Hudson,  of  DeMolay,  No.  8 ;  Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  of  Ivanhoe,  No.  10. 
The  Committee,  shortly  thereafter,  submitted  the  following  Report: 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  11.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 
The  undersigned,  yonr  Committee  on  Credentials,   re3;5ectfully   report 
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that  the  following  Sir  Knights  are  present,  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Commanderies  named  : 
Alisnssippi,  No.  1 — J.  L.  Power,  proxy  for  E.*.  C*. 
Magnolia,  No,  2 — T.  G.  Bipxhett,  Eminent  Commander. 
Wm.  French,  proxy  for  Gen'o. 
G.  G.  Manlove,  proxy  for  Capt.  General. 
Lexington,  No.  3— B.  T.  Sayre,  proxy  for  E.\  C*. 
Bblly  Springs,  No.  4 — 

Rosalie,  No.  5— Wm.  G.  Ben  brook,  Eminent  Commander. 
Chas.  T.  Chamberlain,  Generalissimo. 
John  A.  Dicks,  Captain  General. 
*Si.  Cyr,  No.  6— John  K.  Fulson,  Eminent  Commander. 
Winona,  No.  7— Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Eminent  Commander. 
DeMolay,  No.  8— R.  F.  Hudson,  proxy  lor  E.\  C.*.,  Geno;  Capt.  Gen. 
Cyrene,  No.  9 — 

Ivanhoe,  No.  10 — Harry  Gilmore,  Generalissimo. 
E.  M.  Walker,  Captain  General. 
Kosciusko,  No.  11 — S.  C.  Conly,  Eminent  Commander. 
Canton,  No.  12 — 
C(Bur  de  Lion,  No.  13 — N.  S.  Walker,  Eminent  Commander. 

Jno.  H.  Gordon,  Generalissimo. 
Mary,  No.  14 — R.  M.  Young,  Eminent  Commander,  and  proxy  for  Gen'o 
and  Capt.  General. 
Your  Committee  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  as  in  attendance,  the* 
following — 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

E.-.  Sir  W.  G.  Paxton Past  Grand  Captain  General. 

Also,  the  following  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  not  representing  Subor- 
dinate  Commanderies  on  the  present  occasion  : 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Wm.  H.   Watkins Rosalie,  No.  5. 

Sir  Henry  Clarke Rosalie,  No.  5. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Stewart Rosalie,  No.  5. 

Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones Coeur  de  Lion,  No.  13. 

Sir  J.  M.  Stone Mary,  No.  14. 

Also,  the  following 

VISITORS. 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 — Sirs  J.  H.  Berresford,  J.  W.  Gray,  Isaiah 
Hardy,  Benj.  G.  Humphreys,  Wm.  C.  John?on,  E.  P.  Jones,  R.  A.  Owen, 
T.  J.  Thompson,  Wm.  Stanton. 

Jjcxingion,  No.  3— Sir  J.  J.  Baker. 
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BoialiCf  No.  5— Sirs  A.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  (>eo.  J.  Dicks,  Jno.  A. 
Dicks,  Bobert  S.  Dixon,  James  S.  Douglas,  Henry  A.  Garrett,  E.  J.  Guice, 
Joseph  Hahn,  James  Hardie,  John  S.  Holt,  Chas.  H.  Keim,  Ansel  H.  Ken- 
-drick,  Geo.  W.  Koontz,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  Wm.  Lownr,  S.  A.  Mason,  O.  S. 
Miles,  Philip  Neiheysel,  H.  C.  Norman,  C.  T.  Schwartz,  Chas.  M.  Sawyer, 
Frank  S.  Shaw,  A.  B.  Tyler,  E.  J.  VanCourt,  Wm.  L.  Wells,  Frank  K. 
Winchester,  B.  S.  Woodward. 
Cosur  de  Lion,  No,  13— Sirs  Wm.  B.  Fulkerson,  Wm.  E.  Foote. 
Grenada,   Under  Dispensation — W.  P.  Towler,  Eminent  Commander. 
Also,  Sirs  C.  C.  Bruner  and  John  T.  Barrow,  of  Louisville,  Ky.;  and 
Sir  L.  S.  Cornwall,  of  Lexington,  Mo. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  all  visiting  Sir  Knightp,  now  in  the 
•city,  be  admitted  to  seats  during  the  session  of  Grand  Commandery. 
Courteously  submitted, 

WM.  G.  PAXTON,      ) 

B.  F.  HUDSON,  I  Committee. 

E.  M.  WALKEB,         ] 


On  motion,  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  received, 
^od  Committee  continued. 

The  B.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  then  read  his  Annual  Address,  as 
£)llcws : 

ANNUAL   ADSBESS   OF   GBAND   COMUANDEB. 


^>  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Again  have  we  been  permitted  to  assemble  in  Annual  Conclave ;  and 
Jiaving  returned  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  for  the  manifold 
blewings  which  we  have  received  at  His  hands,  let  us  address  ourselves  to 
the  labor  of  reviewing  the  transactions  of  the  past  and  making  necessary 
provision  for  the  future. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

June  11th,  I  received  a  communication  from  B.  E.  Sir  Berry  Bussel), 
•Grand  Commander  of  Louisiana,  asking  permission  to  "  invade"  this  Juris- 
diction for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Camp  at  Mississippi  City,  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  offering  to  welcome  your  Grand  Com- 
mander and  the  Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi,  should  they  see  fit  to  attend. 
I  answered  the  communication,  granting  to  B.  E.  Sir  Bussell  the  privilege 
of  establishing  his  Camp,  when  and  where  he  might  choose,  and  of  contin- 
uing the  same  on  his  own  motion.  I  declined  to  attend  because  of  inabil- 
ity, but  assured  him  that  I  would  extend  every  facility  to  such  Sir  KnightsT^ 
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of  my  command  as  should  desire  to  do  so.  Afterwards,  on  the  16tfa  of 
June,  I  received  a  second  communication  from  Sir  Russell  thanking  me 
for  the  permission  granted,  and  informing  me  that  ''it  had  heen  decided  to 
change  from  Mississippi  City  to  Point  Clear,"  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Mobile  Bay." 

July  28th,  at  the  instance  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2, 1  made  appli- 
cation to  R.  E.  Sir  William  Reuben  Butler,  for  permission  to  receive  and 
ballot  upon  the  application  of  Comp.  James  Tabler,  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  Nathville  Commandery  No.  1,  in  the  fetate  of  Tennessee, 
but  at  that  time  engaged  in  business  at  or  near  Vicksburg:  to  which  I  re- 
received  a  prompt  response,  cheerfully  granting  his  approval  of  the  request 
made,  and  notifying  me  that  he  had  written  the  E.  C.  of  Nashville  Com- 
mandery, asking  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction. 

December  30th,  I  received  from  Sir  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  E.  C.  Coeur  de 
Lion  Commandery,  No.  13,  a  communication  embodying  the  following 
statement  of  facts,  and  asking  my  opinion  as  to  the  status  of  Sir  Knight 
New: 

Rev.  Robt.  A.  New,  M.  D.,  claims  to  have  received  the  orders  in  Lexing- 
ton Commandery,  Lexington,  Kentucky,  just  before  the  late  war.  Soon 
after  receiving  the  orders  he  removed  to  Louisiana.  Has  never  visited  the 
Commandery  since ;  but  has  olten  been  in  other  asylums.  Since  the  surren- 
der has,  repeatedly,  by  letter  and  by  friends,  applied  for  a  dimit,  but  did 
not  receive  a  reply.  I  saw  him  in  the  Grand  Parade  in  New  Orleans,  1874, 
and  also,  as  a  visitor  in  the  Asylum  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  When  he- 
located  in  our  town  and  stated  he  could  not  obtain  a  communication  from 
Lexington  Commandery,  I  wrote,  officially,  several  letters,  and  received 
prompt  rjplies,  but  am  as  ignorant  of  his  status  as  before.  The  Recorder 
states  *no  such  name  appears  on  the  minutes.'  The  Recorder  may  have 
been  absent  and  a  pro  tern,  failed  to  furnish  the  minutes,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  particular  meeting  were  lost.  I  furnished  him  names  of  seve- 
ral Dr.  New  remembered  as  being  present  when  orders  were  conferred.  To 
this  Recorder  replied:  [I  place  letters  for  the  names]  *A.  &  B.  donH  re- 
member anything  about  it;  C.  D.,  &  E.  are  dead;  have  written  to  F.,  who 
was  Superintendent  of  Insane  Asylum  at  Philadelphia.'  Dr.  New  has  never 
been  called  on  for  dues.  There  is  not  found  a  record  of  his  admission,  or  of 
anything  relating  to  him.  He  is  a  K.  T.  without  a  doubt;  and  being  a  high- 
toned,  cultivated,  christian  gentleman,  he  must  have  received  the  orders,  as 
he  states." 

In  reply  to  Sir  Knight  Jones,  I  wrote :  "Manifestly  Sir  Knight  New, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  is  a  non-affiliate  in  bad  standing ;  but 
thinking  your  desire  is  to  ascertain  what  steps  he  should  take  in  order 
to  re-instate  himself,  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Grand  Master 
for  information,  which  I  confess  myself  unable  to  give.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say,  that  Sir  Knight  New  is  not  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  visiting 
Commanderies. 

In  answer  to  a  communication  addressed  to  M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins 
on  the  subject,  I  received  the  following: 
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QfiAKS  ENCAICPICSNT  MlStETZ  TSXFLAB,  UNITED  STATES  OF  A2CSBICA. 

Office  of  the  Grani>  Master,  \ 
Washington  CUy,  D,  C,  January  22,  1877.     > 
R,  E,  Sir  Knight  Oliver  Cli/ton,  G.  (/.  Miss.,  Jachon: 

My  Dear  Sir  KNIOHT—From  the  statement  of  facts  you  give  me  rek- 
live  to  Dr.  New,  I  don't  see  how  he  can  be  regarded  as  a  K.  T.  He  refers 
to  Lexington  Commandery  as  the  place  where  ne  received  the  orders,  and 
the  evidence  derived  from  that  Commandery  is,  that  he  was  not  Knight- 
ed there.  However  reputable  a  gentleman  he  may  be,  the  records  of  the- 
Commandery  must  outweigh  his  allegations.  As  the  ca«e  stands,  he  cannot 
be  received  as  a  Knight  Templar. 

Courteously  vours, 

JAMES  H.  HOPKINS,  Grand  Master." 

A  copy  of  this  letter  I  sent  to  Sir  Jones.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  is  not 
within  the  power  of  Grand  Commandery  to  restore  Sir  Knight  New  to* 
good  standing. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

June  5, 1  granted  to  certain  Sir  Knights,  named  in  the  application  there- 
for, a  dispensation  to  open  a  Commandery  at  Grenada,  under  the  name  of 
Grenada  Commandery,  with  Sir  Knight  W.  P.  Towler  as  Eminent  Com- 
mander, Sir  Knight  A.  P.  Saunders,  as  Generalissimo,  and  Sir  Knight  W 
0.  Eskridge,  as  Captain  General.  The  application  was  accompanied  by  the 
recommendation,  in  due  form,  of  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7.  Ascertain- 
ing that  two  of  the  petitioners  held  office  in  "\Vinona  Commandery,  I  in- 
structed the  Grand  Recorder  to  inform  them  that  it  would  be  necessary  for 
them  to  resign  their  offices,  if  they  desired  to  connect  themselves  w^ith  the 
organization  of  the  new  Commandery.  Sec.  63,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  imposed  no  restriction  upon  the  right  of  these  Sir 
Knights  to  resign.  I  authorized  and  requested  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Jno.  K.  Fulson, 
P.\  G.\  C.\,  to  be  present  and  represent  me  at  the  organization  of  the 
Commandery  under  the  dispensation  granted,  stating  to  him  that  the  under- 
standing between  Sir  Knight  Towler  and  myself  was,  that  the  Commandery 
should  not  be  opened  until  Sir  Knight  Towler  was  able  to  confer  the- 
orders.  From  Sir  Knight  Fulson,  I  have  as  yet  had  no  report.  It  will  be- 
gratifying  to  me  if  an  inspection  of  the  records  returned  by  this  Command- 
ery, and  the  statements  of  its  representative,  shall  furnish  sufficient  evi- 
idence  of  the  necessity  for  a  Commandery  at  Grenada,  to  warrant  the 
issuance  of  a  charter. 

February  9th,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Lexington  Commandery  to* 
elect  and  install  the  officers  at  a  special,  or  the  succeeding  regular  Conclave^ 
as  might  be  most  convenient,  enjoining  it  upon  the  Eminent  Commander 
in  either  event  to  notify  all  members,  usually  in  attendance,  and  such 
others  as  it  might  be  practicable  to  notify,  that  the  authority  had  been 
granted  him,  and  of  the  time  when  it  would  be  exercised. 

February  24th,  (1877)  I  authorized  Grenada  Commandery,  U.  D.,  to 
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hold  a  Special  Conclave,  and  receive  and  ballot  upon  the  petitions  of  two 
certain  companions :  and,  if  duly  elected,  to  confer  the  orders ;  and  I  cau- 
tioned the  Eminent  Commander  not  to  act  without  due  notice  to  mem- 
bers. 

March  5th,  I  gave  my  permission  to  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  to 
ballot  on  the  applications  of  three  certain  companions,  and,  if  elected,  to 
confer  the  orders  upon  them,  at  the  ensuing  regular  Conclave,  with  usual 
restrictions  as  to  notice  to  members. 

March  26th,  I  authorized  Mississippi  Commandery  to  install  at  a  special 
Conclave,  such  of  the  officers  as  had  not  before  that  time  been  installed. 

In  granting  dispensations,  I  have  1)een  moved  by  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
several  applications  therefor,  which,  I  trust,  upon  examination,  will  be 
considered  good  and  sufficient. 

DECISIONS. 

1.  June  19th,  I  was  asked  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  Kosciusko  Com- 
mandery, No.  1 1,  to  act  as  escort  for  the  "various  societies,  Masonic  and 
others,"  that  would  "attend  the  National  Anniversary,  on  the  4th  day  of 
July,"  in  Kosciusko.  In  my  reply  I  stated  thatf"during  my  continuance 
in  office,  unless  for  urgent  reasons,  I  change  the  views  I  hold  at  present,  I 
shall  decide  that  except  for  Masonic  duty,  or  for  the  extension  or  reception 
of  knightly  courtesies  and  hospitalities,  parades  in  regalia  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted.") 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  page  26  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Body  for  the  year  1875,  that  the  question  involved  in  my  refusing 
to  allow  this  Commandery  to  parade,  has  been,  before  now,  presented  for 
decision.  In  that  instimce.  Grand  Commandery  refused  to  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion expressing  its  disapproval  of  the  action  of  one  of  my  predecessors  in 
office,  in  granting  permission  to  this  Commandery  "to  parade  as  escort  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star."  Whether  this  refusal 
is  to  be  considered  as  an  endorsement  of  that  action  of  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Savery 
or  not,  it  was  certainly  not  intended  to  impose  any  limitations  upon  hi« 
successors  in  the  matter  of  granting  or  refusing  dispensations.  In  fact  the 
argument  used  by  some  who  opposed  the  resolution,  was  that  the  Grand 
Commander  having  the  undoubted  right  to  grant  the  dispensation,  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  which  would  not  carry  with  it  the  force  and  effect  of 
law  was  next  to  useless.  In  this  I  did  not  then,  nor  do  I  now,  concur.  On 
this  subject  I  invite  investigation,  discussion  and  deliberation,  and  ask  the 
announcement  of  some  rule  with  a  view  to  seeming  uniformity  in  the 
action  of  my  successors  upon  application  for  permission  for  Commanderies 
to  parade  in  regalia,  in  public.  And  I  assure  all,  that  whatever  that  rule 
may  be,  I  shall  cheerfully  yield  to  it.     What  I  most  desire,  is  a  rule. 

2.  I  decided  that  the  Generalissimo  of  a  Commandery  U.  D.,  in  the 
absence  of  the  E.*.  C.*.,  could  open  the  Commandery  and  transact  any 
proper  business,  including  conferring  the  orders  of  Knighthood. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

.  Qraud  Commandery,  at  its  Annual  Conclave  in  1875,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  of  which 
I  was  then  Chairman,  declined  to  approve  "  No.  7  "  of  the  decisions  re- 
ported by  R.\  E/.  Sir  Savery.  The  action  of  the  Committee  was  based 
upon  what  was  erroneously  stated  to  liave  been  a  decision  of  Grand  Master 
Fellows,  approved  by  Grand  Encampment  at  New  Orleans.  I  did  not  then 
have  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  My  recollec- 
tion is  that  Sir  Savery,  himself,  accepted  the  conclusions  of  the  Committee 
as  being  in  harmony  with  the  ruling  of  M.*.  E/.  Sir  Fellows.  My  opinion 
is,  that  decision  "  No.  7  "  should  have  been  sustained,  and  in  support  of 
that  view,  1  refer  to  Sec.  78,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
(which  is  a  transcript  of  the  regulation  of  the  Grand  Encampment).  While 
it  does  not  in  terms  say,  that  a  re-elected  officer  shall  be  installed,  a  logical 
deduction  forces  the  conclusion,  that,  without  installation,  a  re-elected* 
officer  is  nothing  more  than  an  officer  holding  over  until  his  successor  shall 
be  elected  or  installed.  I  therefore  recommend  that  decision  "No.  7" 
be  referred  to  the  proper  Committee  for  review. 

Again,  at  the  same  Conclave,  an  amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Edicts, 
prepared  and  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurispru- 
dence, was  adopted,  which  is  in  direct  violation  of  Art.  1,  Sec.  2,  Div.  2,  of 
the  Code  of  Statutes  and  Digest  of  Templar  Law  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, in  reference  to  the  effect  of  appeals.  The  Grand  Encampment  say»: 
^'If  the  judgment  appealed  from  be  reversed,  the  Knight  who  was  under 
discipline  is  thereby  restored  to  good  standing  and  membership  in  his  Com- 
mandery. "  The  Grand  Com mandery  of  Mississippi  says :  "  I f  the  judgment 
be  reversed  the  Knight  who  was  under  discipline  is  thereby  restored  to 
good  standing  in  the  Order,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Commandery '\^ 
Which  is  to  stand  ? 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  is  possessed  of  such  authority  and 
power  only,  as  is  granted  to  it  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  it  owes  and  has  always  yielded,  ready  and  cheerful  obedi- 
ence. It  stands  in  relation  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  just  as  if  it  were  an 
incorporated  body,  having  received  its  charter  from  it,  so  far  as  its  powers 
are  concerned.  The  obligation  of  obedience  to  the  expressed  will  of  Grand 
Encampment  is  stronger,  as  I  will  presently  show. 

Among  other  powers  conferred  by  the  Grand  Encampment  is :  1.  To 
adopt  such  Rules  and  Edicts,  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment "  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Order."  Cons.  Gr. 
Enc,  Art.  2,  Sec.  IV,  Div.  6  ;  and  2.  To  consider  and  do  all  matters  and 
things  appertaining  to  the  good,  well-being  and  perpetuation  of  Templar 
Masonry,  but  always  subordinate  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,    Cons.  Gr.  Enc,  Art.  2,  Sec.  IV,  Div.  12. 

Among  the  powers  expressly  reserved  by  Grand  Encampment  is  the 
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power  "  to  adopt  such  rules  and  edicts  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  Order.    Cons.  Gr.  Enc,  Art.  1,  Sec.  IV,  Div.  6. 

As  your  Grand  Commander  I  took  the  following  oath :  "  I  do  promise 
and  swear  that  I  will  support  and  maintain  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States,"  and  as  Knights 
Templar,  we  all  have  solemnly  pledged  ourselves  to  conform  to  the  Consti- 
tion,  Eegulations  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  while  under  its  jurisdiction. 

From  the  foregoing  citations  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  is  the  supreme  law,  and  the  Grand  Encampment,  the 
supreme  governing  body,  with  the  right  to  adopt  such  rules  and  edicts  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Order.  They,  when  adopted,  become 
as  binding  jis  the  Constitution  itself.  Whatever  powers  or  rights  the  Grand 
Encampment  may  have  delegated  or  may  hereafter  delegate,  will  be  limited 
in  duration  or  extent,  by  the  reserved  power  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
not  only  to  alter  its  Constitution,  which  I  have  not  cited,  but  the  power 
to  adopt  "  such  rules  and  edicts  "  as  may  be  necessary,  etc. 

While  the  provision  of  our  Rules  and  Edicts  under  discussion,  in  my 
view  of  it,  is  absolutely  without  vitality  and  void,  it  might  save  a  deal  of 
serious  trouble  and  vexation,  if  Grand  Commandery  should  at  this  Con- 
clave, stamp  with  its  disapproval  all  appearance  of  countenancing  dis- 
obedience to  the  source  of  its  existence. 

I  have  turned  over  to  the  Grand  Recorder  all  official  communications 
received  by  me  and  a  letter-book  containing  copies  of  all  letters  which  I  have 
written.  While  the  correspondence  of  the  Grand  Commander's  office  is  not 
very  extensive  or  interesting  just  now,  the  time  may  come,  when  to  those 
interested  in  the  history  of  the  Order  in  the  United  States,  and  especially 
in  Mississippi,  the  data  to  be  obtained  from  the  letters  written  to  the 
Grand  Commander,  and  his  answers  thereto,  will  be  considered  of  much 
value. 

CONCLUSION. 

/  I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  report  prosperity ;  but,  as  a  Body,  we 
t  have  life  and  health,  and,  with  the  political  changes  which  have  but 
recently  taken  place,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  renewed  interest  and  zeal, 
and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  Templar  ranks.  Reflecting  upon  the 
unhappy  condition  of  affiiirs  in  Mississippi  and  other  Southern  States  since 
the  war,  we  have  cause  for  congratulation  that  we  have  been  able  to  pre- 
serve even  the  foundations  of  our  institution.  But  we  have  done  more. 
We  have  added  to  the  structure;  and,  surrounded  by  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  good  government,  will  continue  to  add  to  it  until  it  shall  become  a 
fitting  monument  to  the  glory  of  the  Master  whom  we  serve. 

OT.IVER  CLIFTON, 
Grand  Commander. 
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On  motion,  the  Address  of  the  R/.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  was  received, 
ordered  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Doings 
of  Grand  Officers. 

The  R.'.  £.\  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following  Committees  for 
the  present  Grand  Conclave. 

On  Doings  of  Grand  Officer* — Sirs  John  K.  Fulson,  R.  M.  Young,  E. 
Geo.  DeLap. 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence — Sirs  John  A.  B.  Jones,  S.  C.  Conly, 
John  A.  Dicks. 

Appeals  and  Grievances — Sirs  Wm.  A.  Fairchild,  Harry  Gilmore,  G.  J. 
Bahin. 

Finance — Sirs  Wm.  French,  B.  T.  Sayre,  Wm.  G.  Benbrook. 

Dispensations  and  Charters-— Sirs  N.  S.  Walker,  G.  G.  Manlove,  C.  M. 
Erwin. 

Unfinished  Business — Sirs  G.  G.  Manlove,  R.  F.  Hudson,  C.  T.  Cham- 
berlain. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Trejisurer  submitted  their  Reports  and 
Accounts,  which  were  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance: 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  May  6,  1877. 
To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Account  Current. 

The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave,  are  as  follows : 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  dues  1875 $  34  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  dues  1875 122  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  dues  1875 (not  paid) 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No,  4,  dues  1875 56  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  dues  1875 77  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  dues  1875 37  00 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  dues  1875 32  00 

De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8,  dues  1875 57  00 

Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  dues  1875 22  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  dues  1875 58  00 

Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  dues  1875..... 37  00 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  dues  1875 45  00 

Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13,  dues  1875 18  00 

Mary  Commandery,  No.  14,  dues  1875 90  00 

Grenada  Commandery,  U.  D.,  dispensation  fee 90  00 

Total $775  00 

Which  amount  was  duly  paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer.  It  was  my  un- 
pleasant duty,  in  my  last  report,  to  state  that  the  receipts  were  not  quite 
equal  to  the  expenses,  and  that  when  the  Grand  Commandery  then  convened 
there  were  outstanding  obligations  to  the  amount  of  $168.49.  The  out- 
standing obligations  at  this  date  amount  to  $116.09,  and  the  balances  due  by 
three  Commanderies  (Nos.  1,  3  and  5),  if  paid,  would  be  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  this.    The  measures  of  retrenchment  inaugurated  at  last 
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Grand  Conclave,  go  into  eflfect  at  the  present,  and  it  is  hoped  will  result  in 
a  more  satisfactory  exhibit  of  our  finances,  at  the  next  Grand  Conclave. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  by  authority  of  the  R/.  E.\  Grand  Commander,  I 
issued  a  Dispensation  to  thirteen  Sir  Knights,  mostly  members  of  Comm an- 
deries  Nos.  6  and  7,  for  a  new  Commandery,  at  Grenada,  to  be  styled  Gre- 
nada Commandery.  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  E.  C;  Sir  A.  P.  Saunders,  Gen'o ;  Sir 
W.  C.  Eskridge,  Capt.  General.  The  Return  and  records  of  this  Comman- 
dery indicate  zeal,  prosperity  and  good  prospects.  A  petition  for  charter  is 
herewith  submitted. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  work  and  strength  of  the  several  Com- 
manderies  for  the  year  ending  December  17, 1876: 


COMM  ANDEKIES. 

a 
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1 

O 

1 

< 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

s 
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s 
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MississiDoi 

1 

2 
3 

4 
6 
6 

7 
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10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

3 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

i(  .^1  on 

31 
70 
37 

81 
55 
30 
29 
30 
17 
40 

.^4 

Mainiolia 

l'      86  00 
2      42  on 

Lexington 

2 

Order  conferred  in 

HoUv  Sorincrs.... 

31  00 
m  on 

1875. 
Estimated. 

Rosalie 

8 
4 
5 
2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

... 

1 
1 

1 

St.  Cyr 

1      f^a  00 

Winona 

54  00 

De  Molav 

1 

1 

40  00 
17  00 
55  00 
44  00 

Cyrene 

Ivanhoe 

3 
2 

1 
2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

KosciuHko 

Canton 

26  001  21 
29  OOi  19 

Coeur  de  Lion 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Expelled  by  Lodge. 

Mary 

39  OC 
105  00 

36 
15 

Grenada  U.  D 

Nine  of  these  mem- 

beri  of  other  Com- 
manderies. 

36 

_5 

1 

4 

1 

J 

8 

$751  00 

501 

, 

Showing  that  while  the  orders  conferred  are  19  less  than  for  the  preceding 
year,  the  net  increase  in  membership  is  22. 

The  Returns  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  have  been 
duly  made,  and  our  percentage  paid  for  all  years  preceding  this. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 
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REPORT  OF  GRAND  TREASURER. 


H.  M.  Taylor,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mimmppi : 

1876.                                                DR. 
May  &— To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder,  to  this  date $775  00 

CR. 

By  Pay  Roll,  Grand  Conclave,  1876,  as  follows: 
Sir  H.  M.  Taylor,  Representative  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1...$  17  00 

8ir  T.  G.  Birchett,  Rep.  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 20  00 

Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  Rep.  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4 38  70 

Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  Rep.  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4 7  85 

Sir  W.  H.  Stewart,  Rep.  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5 50  00 

Sir  Jno.  K.  Fulson,  Rep.  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 14  00 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Rep.  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 28  45 

Sir  Wm.  S.  Patton,  Rep.  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9 8  90 

Sir  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  Rep.  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10 5  00 

Sir  David  Carr,  Rep.  Kosciusko  Commanderv,  No.  11 35  50 

Sir  J.  M.  Mills,  Rep.  Canton  Commandery,  No.  12 24  00 

Sir  L.  M.  New,  Rep.  Mary  Commandey,  No.  14 20  00 

Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  Deputy  Grand  Commander 17  00 

Sir  W.  A.  Fairchild,  Grand  Generalissimo 20  00 

Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder 12  00 

Sir  J.  T.  Taylor,  Grand  Sword  Bearer 8  90 

Sir  G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Standard  Bearer 25  00 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Warder 32  65 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  Foreign  Correspondence 25  00 

Grand  Encampment  U.  S.,  Dues  1876 23  60 

Grand  Recorder,  balance  on  1874 29  09 

Grand  Recorder,  postage  1876 13  50 

Grand  Recorder,  salary  1875  in  part 83  91 

Power  &  Barksdale,  Proceedings  and  other  printing 215  00 

Total  disbursements $775  OO 

To  the  B.'.  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Above  find  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  since  Grand 
Conclave  1876  to  this  date.  Tt  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to 
report  a  large  balance  in  hand,  but  you  will  perceive  that  the  account  is 
very  evenly  balanced.  Regretting  that  my  engagements  are  such  as  to 
prevent  my  submitting  this  Report  in  person,  I  am,  courteously  and 
fraternally, 

H.  M.  TAYLOR,  Grand  Treasurer. 


FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 


Sir  J.  L.  Power,  as  Chairman,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  read  so  much  of  the  Report  as  had  been  pre- 
pared.   On  his  request,  he  was  allowed  to  complete  the  report  after  adjourn- 
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ment  of  Grand  Coinmandery,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  published 
with  the  proceedings. 

INVITATION. 

The  following  communication  was  read  : 

Natchez,  May  10th,  1877. 
To  the  Grand  Commanderi/j  Knights  Templar: 

Gentlemen — Allow  me  to  extend  an  invitation  to  your  body  to  visit  the 
Natchez  Protestant  Asylum.  The  managers  of  this  Asylum  are  under 
many  obligations  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  this  State,  and  would  be 
pleased  to  have  them  see  the  orphans,  to  whom  they  have  extended  their 
sympathy  and  aid.  If  it  will  not  conflict  with  previous  engagements,  the 
managers  would  appoint  Friday,  the  11th  inst.,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  they  would  be  glad  to  meet  the  members  of  the  Commandery 
at  the  Asylum.     By  order  of  the  Board. 

MRS.  JAMES  CARRADINE,  Secretary  P.  O.  A. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Sir  Knight  French,  it  was 

Besolvedf  That  the  Grand  Commandery  accept,  with  pleasure,  the  very 
cordial  invitation  extended  by  the  management  of  che  Natchez  Protestant 
Asylum,  to  visit  their  Institution,  and  take  this  occasion  to  return  to  the 
management  of  said  Asylum,  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  for  the  privi- 
lege of  visiting  an  Institution  which  is  so  nearly  allied  to  Masonry,  by  the 
practice,  in  an  eminent  degree,  of  the  great  cardinal  virtue,  charity. 

PROGRAMME. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook   read  the   following  for  the  information  of  the 
Grand  Commandery: 
Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery: 

The  undersigned,  as  Eminent  Commander  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5, 
beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  that  Commandery,  to  advise  you  of  the  programme 
determined  upon  for  your  entertainment  during  your  stay  with  us,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  that  you  will  so  adapt  your  sessions  as  to  carry  out  our  plans. 
You  are,  as  you  are  already  notified  by  printed  invitations,  most  courteous- 
ly invited  to  attend  a  banquet  and  dance,  given  to-night  at  Institute  Hall, 
commencing  at  8  o'clock.  To-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock,  w^e  propose  a  Templar 
parade  on  our  streets.  In  the  evening  of  same  day  we  are  invited  to  visit 
the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  which  invitation  is  in  the  hands  of  Grand 
Recorder,  and  in  due  form,  from  the  lady  managers  of  said  Asylum. 

Courteouslv, 

"    WM.  G.  BENBROOK, 

E.-.  C.\  Rosalie  No.  5. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Paxton,  the  programme,  as  read,  was  accepted, 
and  the  Grand  Commandery  adopted  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  invitations 
therein  tendered. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  two  o'clock,  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
The  Grand  Commafndery  resumed  business  at  4  o'clock. 
AMENDMENT  TO   RULES   AND    EDICTS. 

Sir  Knight  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 
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Amend  Section  93,  Rules  and  Edicts,  by  inserting  the  words  Deputy  Grand 
Commander,  between  the  words  "Grand  Commniander  and  Grand  General- 
isimo,"  so  as  to  include  the  first  named  Grand  Officer  among  those  entitled 
to  expenses  for  attendance. 

REPORT  ON   UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  following  Report  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 
To  the  R,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Ck)mmittae  on  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
inereport : 

That  we  find  only  one  matter  in  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  (yon- 
clave,  requiring  attention,  i.  e,:  The  duty  imposed  upon  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander I?  ulson,  to  procure  the  authorized  Work  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  without  expense  to  the  Grand  Commandery. 

G.  G.  MANLOVE,  ) 

R.  F.  HUDSON,  [  Committ^. 

C.  T.  CHAMBERLAIN,  J 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OR  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  following  Re- 
port, which  was  received  and  agreed  to: 
To  the  R.'.  E,\  Grand  Gommandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  beg  leave  to  report : 

1st.  We  have  examined  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander, 
and  recommend  the  reference  of  so  much  of  same  as  relates  to  the  status  of 
R.  A.  New,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

2d.  So  much  as  relates  to  Grenada  Commandery  to  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  and  Charters. 

3d.  So  much  as  relates  to  Decisions  and  Recommendations  of  R.\  E.\ 
Grand  Commander,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

4th.  The  Report  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Fraternafly  submitted, 

J.  K.  FULSON,      ) 

R.  M.  YOUNG,       y  Committee. 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP,  j 

On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Jno.  A.  Dicks,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers, 
and  the  selection  of  the  time  and  place  for  next  Grand  Conclave,  were 
made  the  first  special  orders  after  assembling  to-morrow  morning. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  Report  was  presented  and  adopted : 

To  the  i?.\  E.'.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  were  referred  the  Reports  and 
Accounts  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  respectfully  report  that 
we  have  performed  that  duty,  and  find  the  same  correct  in  every  particular. 

WM.  FRENCH,  ) 

B.  T.  SAYRE,  y  Committee. 

WM.  G.  BENBROOK,  j 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


16  PR0CEEDIKG8  OF  THE 


GRENADA  COMMANOERY. 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted : 
To  the  R.\  E,\  Orand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  minutes  of  Grenada  Commandery,  U.  D.,  and 
find  them  in  proper  order  and  well  kept,  and  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  a  charter  be  granted  said  Commandery,  as  prayed  for. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

>^.  S.  WALKER,         ) 

CHAS.  M.  ERWIX,    I  Committee. 

G.  G.  MAXLOVE,     ] 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  adjourned  until  9  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 


SECOND   DAY. 


Friday,  May  11, 1877. 
The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  the  appointed  hour. 
On  motion,  the  special  order  was  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  following  Report  from  the  Committee  on 

APPEALS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  the  status  of  Sir 
Knight  Holman,  in  his  Commandery,  respectfully  submit,  that  the  action 
of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  expelling  the  Sir  Knight  has  the  effect  to  expel  him 
from  all  the  rights,  benefits  and  privileges  of  Knighthood,  and  that  he 
must  rest  under  the  ban  of  expulsion,  until  relieved  therefrom  by  the 
action  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no 
power  rests  in  the  E.*.  C*.  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  investigate  the 
action  of  the  Blue  Lodge  as  to  the  justice  or  legality  of  said  action.  It  is 
a  fundamental  principle  of  Masonic  law,  usage  and  custom,  that  suspension 
or  expulsion  in  the  Blue  Lodge  has  the  same  effect  in  all  the  higher 
Orders,  and  we  fail  to  find  any  proviso  authorizing  an  investigation  of  the 
action  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  such  cases. 
Respectfullv, 

\V.  A.  FAIRCHILD,  ) 

HARRY  GILMORE,  [  Committee. 

G.  J.  BAHIN,  ) 

NoTs:,— The  Return  of  Lexington  Lodge,  No.  24  (Proceedings  1877,  p.  100) 
shows  that  Bro.  D.  A.  Holraan  was  expelled  by  said  Lod^e,  January  1st,  187H, 
**for  non-payment  of  membership  fee  and  dues  amountinjc  to  54.60.''^  The  Rep- 
resentative of  L<»xin<^ton  Commandery,  at  this  Grand  Conclave,  requested  that 
his  status  as  a  Knight  Templar  be  defined,  and  hence  the  foregoing  Report. 

Grand  Recokder. 
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The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order,  to-wit :  the 
ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS, 

for  the  ensuing  year — the  R/.  E/.  Grand  Comraander  appointing  as  tellers 
Sir  Knights  Wm.  French  and  Chas.  M.  Erwin.  The  several  balloting??  re- 
sulted as  f  jllows : 

Sir  Wm.  A.  Fairchild, Vichhurg, Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Harry  Gilmore, Aberdeen, Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  John  A.  Dicks, Natcfiezj Grand  Generalissfimo. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Watkins, Vkksburg, Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwix, Winona, Grand  Captain  (reneml. 

Sir  R.  M.  Young, Corinth, Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  R.  F.  HuDSOX, Columbus, Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  X.  S.  Walker, Port  Gibson, Grand  Treasurer. 

Pending  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  arrived, 
and  the  Grand  Commandery  took  a  recess  until  12  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  uniting  with  Rosalie  Commandery  in  a  public  parade,  through  the  prin- 
cipal streets  of  the  city. 

The  parade,  which  was  under  the  direction  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Com- 
mander, having  been  concluded,  and  the  Sir  Knights  having  partaken  of 
refreshments  considi^rately  provided  in  a  room  adjoining  the  Asylum — 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  the  business  pending  when  recess  was 
taken,  and  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  completed  as  follows: 

Sir  J.  L.  Power, Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin, Natchez, Giand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  G.  G.  Manlove, Vicksburg, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  S.  C.  CoNLY, Kosciusko, Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Jacob  Peebles, Natchez, Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  next  special  order,  to-wit : 
the  selection  of  the  time  and  place  for  next  Grand  Conclave. 

Sir  Knights  Fairchild  and  Paxton,  in  behalf  of  Magnolia  Commandery, 
No.  2,  extended  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
hold  its  next  Annual  Conclave  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  city  of  Vicksburg  was 
unanimously  selected  as  the  place  of  next  meeting. 

On  motion,  the  second  Tuesday  in  May,  1878,  was  selected  as  the  time. 

The  following  communication  having  been  read : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar : 

You  are  cordially  and  courteously  invited  to  attend  the  entertainment  to 
be  given  at  Institute  Hall  to-night  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natchez  Protestant 
Orphan  Asylum. 

W.  G.  BENBROOK,  E.  C.  No.  5. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted. 

RESOLUTION  OF  THANKS. 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  a  rising  vote :  ^  I 
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Besolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  steamers  Natchez  and  Par^oud,  and  Thompson  Dean, 
the  Vicksburg  and  Meridian  Railroad,  the  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis  and  Chi- 
cago Railway,  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  tor  the  courtesy  of  re- 
duced rates  of  fare  to  the  Sir  Knights  and  their  ladies,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. 

liesolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  are  most  heartily  tendered 
to  the  firemen  and  the  military  organizations  of  the  city  of  Natchez,    the 
city  authorities,  the  people  generally,  and  the  ladies  particularly,  for  that 
kindness  and  courtesy  and  unstinted  hospitality,  as  sincere  as  it  was  pro- 
fuse, which  has  made  us  feel  as  welcome  guests  indeed,  and  which  has  made 
our  visit  to  the  good  city  of  Natchez  an  event  never  to  be  forgotten. 
*^Loog,  lon$c  will  our  hearts  with  its  roeraories  be  filled! 
Like  the  vase  in  which  roses  have  once  been  distilled: 
You  may  break,  you  mav  ruin  the  vase  if  ^ou  will, 
But  the  soent  of  the  roses  will  hang  round  it  still." 

Resolved,  That  in  a  very  special  manner  are  acknowledgments  due  to  our 
fraters  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  for  their  Knightly  and  whole-hearted 
welcome,  their  unremitting  courtesies,  and  many  acts  of  fraternal  and  per- 
sonal kindness,  all  culminating  in  the  superb  banquet,  which,  with  all 
its  delightful  surroundings,  has  never  been  surpassed  within  the  range  of 
our  observation,  and  shall  always  be  esteemed  by  us  "a  thing  of  beauty  and 
a  joy  forever."  We  rejoice  to  know  that  our  eyes  have  seen  what  our  ears 
have  heard,  the  evidences  of  life  and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Oraer  in  this 
city,  the  home  of  Masonry  in  Mississippi.  We  bid  our  fraters  God  speed, 
and  feel  that  they  will  ever  be  animated  by  the  true  principles  of  Knight- 
hood. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  Natchez 
Democrat,  for  publication. 

Sir  Knight  R.  F.  Hudson  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  no  Sir 
Knight  shall  be  eligible  to  re-election  in  a  Subordinate  Commandery,  except 
the  Recorder.    Ruled  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Paxton,  the  installation  of  Grand  Officers  was 
made  the  special  order  for  four  o'clock  p.  M. 

REPORT  ON  TEMPLAR  LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudeuce  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

1st.  That  the  action  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  in  granting  and 
refusing  dispensations,  be  in  all  things  confirmed. 

2nd.  That  your  Committee  is  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  rule  to 
govern  the  R.'.  E.\  Grand  Commander  in  granting  dispensations. 

3d.  Whereas,  Sec.  5  Rules  and  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Commandery  is  in 
conflict  with  Art.  1,  Sec.  2,  Div.  2,  would  recommend  that  Sec.  5  be  stricken 
out,  and  that  the  following  be  inserted  as  Sec.  5  of  Rules  and  Edicts  of  this 
Commandery: 

Sec.  5.  If  the  judgment  appealed  from  be  reversed,  the  Knight  who  was 
under  discipline  is  thereby  restored  to  good  standing,  and  to  membership 
in  his  Commandery. 

4th.  That  the  action  of  Grand  Commandery  in  failing  to  approve  decis- 
ion No.  7,  of  R.-.  E.\  Grand  Commander  Savery,  at  the  Annual  Conclave 
in  1875,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  annulled;  and  they  submit  for  adoption 
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the  following  amendment  to  Bee.  78  of  the  Rules  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand 
Oommandery. 

Add  to  said  section  the  words :  "Re-elected  officers  form  no  exception  to 
this  rule." 

5th.  From  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  correspondence  furnished  by  the  R.*. 
E.'.  Grand  Commander  in  his  address,  it  is  evident  the  standing  of  the  Rev. 
R.  A.  New,  M.  D.,  is  anomalous  if  not  undelinabJe,  We  cannot  find  a  sin- 
gle precedent  by  which  the  R.'.  E.*.  G.\  C.'.  or  Jthe  M.*.  E.-.  G.*.  M.*.  can 
determine  the  status  of  R.  A.  New.  A  parallel  case  is  not  to  be  found  in 
all  Knight  Templar  history;  neither  has  the  possibility  of  such  a  case 
Arising  ever  been  anticipated. 

Eesolvedy  That  the  M.\  E.*.  G.*.  M.*.  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  be  and  he  is  hereby  most  respectfully  and  courteously  request- 
-ed  by  this  Grand  Oommandery  to  permit  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery  No. 
13,  to  receive  and  ballot  upon  the  petition  of  the  said  R.  A.  New,  and  if 
favorable,  re-obligate  and  affiliate  him. 

JOHN  A.  B.  JONES, )  r^^^i^,^ 
S.  C.  CONLY,  I  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  considered  by  sections. 

The  1st  and  2nd  sections  were  adopted. 

Sir  Knight  Paxton  moved  to  reject  Sec.  3 ;  and,  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, the  further  consideration  thereof,  was,  on  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Power, 
postponed  until  the  next  Grand  Conclave. 

Sections  4th  and  5th  were  agreed  to,  and  the  report,  as  a  whole,  with  the 
exception  of  Sec.  3d,  was  adopted. 

The  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Oliver  Clifton  (the  Deputy  Grand 
Commander  presiding),  offered  the  following,  which  was  ruled  out  of  order, 
the  subject  matter  thereof  having  been  postponed,  but,  by  consent  of  Grand 
Commandery,  was  allowed  to  be  spread  upon  the  minutes: 

Besolved,  That  Sec.  5,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Commanderv,  be 
referred  by  the  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander  to  the  M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  for  his  decision  as  to  its 
legality,  and  binding  force. 

Note — The  following  is  the  section  referred  to : 

Sec.  5.  Upon  appeal,  the  Grand  Commandery  may  reverse  or  modify  the 
Judgment  of  the  Subordiiate  Commandery.  If  ihe  judgment  be  reversed,  the 
Knight  who  was  under  discipline  iss  thereby  restored  to  good  standing  in  the 
Order,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Comm*»nderv.  If  he  shall  be  restored  to 
j^ood  standing,  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  give  a  certificate  to  that  eti'ecr,  and 
upon  stid  certificate  the  restored  Knight  may  apply  to  any  Subordinate  Com. 
mandery  for  membership. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  2  o'clock,  took  a  recess  until  4  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  labor  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir  Knight  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  be  allowed  the  Grand  Captain  of 
the  Guard  for  services  and  expenses. 

The  several  Grand  Officers  elect,  (with  the  exception  of  Sir  Knight  Wm. 
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H.  Watkins,  Grand  Prelate  elect,  who  was  absent),  were  then  duly  installed 
by  the  retiring  Grand  Commander,  R.\  E.\  Sir  Oliver  Clifton. 

The  Standing  Committees,  as  appointed  by  R.'.  E.-.  Grand  Commander^ 
are  as  follows : 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence, — Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson ;  Sir  T.  G- 
Birchett,  Vicksburg ;  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  Columbus. 

Foreign  Correspondence, — Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez;  SirW.  G.  Paxton,. 
Vicksburg;  Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Port  Gibson. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi 
adjourned,  at  6  o'clock,  p.  m.,  in  Solemn  and  Knightly  Form,  to  meet  in 
the  city  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May,  A .  D.  1877,  A.  O- 
760,  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

W.  A.  FAIRCHILD,  Grand  Commander. 

Attest  : 


Grand  Recorder. 
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The  Grand  Recorder  ventures  to  add  a  *' a  few  remarks**  to  what  has 
been  officially  recorded  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave.  He  hopes 
that  the  same  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  very  serious  innovation. 

The  Sir  Knights  en  route  for  Natchez  were  the  recipients,  at  Vicksburg, 
of  a  gracefully  bestowed  compliment  by  the  Volunteer  Southrons,  in  being 
escorted  by  that  gallant  command,  under  Gen.  E.  S.  Butts,  from  the  Asy- 
lum to  the  steamer  Natchez.  The  fact  that  His  Excellency  Sir  J.  M.  Stone 
^as  in  the  Templar  ranks,  may  have  suggested  the  courtesy,  but  all  shared 
with  him  the  honor. 

On  arrival  in  Natchez  early  in  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  an  artillery 
«alute  greeted  us  from  the  Bluff,  and  committees  of  the  Adams  Light  In- 
fantry and  Rosalie  Commandery  were  soon  on  board  to  extend  a  cordial 
welcome.  The  Templars  marched  to  their  hall,  escorted  by  the  Infantry, 
and  were  promptly  assigned  to  hospitable  and  pleasant  homes.  At  night, 
they  attended  a  banquet  at  Armory  Hall,  given  by  Phoenix  Fire  Company, 
No.  7,  to  Governor  Stone.  A  "  feast  of  reason  "  and  other  good  things,  and 
a  "flow  of  soul"  and  other  elements,  characterized  the  occasion.  Gen.  W. 
T.  Martin  presided.  Sir  Knights*  Stone,  Humphreys,  Clifton,  French,  and 
Messrs.  Martin,  Lambert,  Botto,  and  many  otliers,  made  speeches. 

The  "Reception"  by  Rosalie  Commandery  took  place  at  Institute  Hall 
on  Thursday  night.  The  large  hall  was  decorated  in  the  most  elaborate, 
4ind  exquisite  style,  and  the  Sir  Knights,  as  they  entered,  were  made  to 
feel  "at  home"  before  they  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  beautiful 
glass-cut  transparency,  "welcome."  The  fair  ladies  cf  Natchez  honored 
the  occasion  in  such  numbers  and  in  such  elegant  attire  as  the  "oldest  in- 
habitant" had  not  seen  since  ante  helium  times.  The  Reception,  the  Banquet, 
the  Ball,  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  exceeded,  in  their  heartiness 
:sumptiousness  and  splendor,  the  expectation  of  even  those  Sir  Knights  who 
had  enjoyed  the  hospitalities  of  the  people  of  Natchez  on  other  occasions. 

On  Friday  morning,  from  ten  to  twelve  o'clock,  the  Grand  Commandery 

4ind  visiting  Knights  united  with  Rosalie  Commandery  in  a  public  parade, 

through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city — all  under  the  direction  of  the  R.'. 

E.'.  Grand  Commander  Sir  Oliver  Clifton.     Ample  refreshments  awaited 

^he  Sir  Knights  on  their  return  to  the  Asylum. 
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At  five  o'clock,  same  day,  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  full  dress,  visited 
the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  situated  about  a  mile  from  the 
city.  On  arrival  at  the  Asylum,  we  found  the  children  seated  on  the  wide 
front  steps.  The  Sir  Knights,  on  facing  to  the  front,  saluted  the  orphans, 
and  the  compliment  was  returned  by  a  sweet  song  of  welcome.  The  build- 
ing was  then  inspected,  and  especially  the  dining-room,  where  ice-cream 
and  cake  awaited  the  "weary  pilgrims  from  afar."  The  order  to  "fall  in" 
was  again  given,  and  the  children  sang  another  song,  and  the  Grand  Re- 
corder was  called  upon  to  return  thanks  in  behalf  of  his  fraters.  His 
proposition  to  provide  badges  of  honor  for  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  Asylum 
received  a  unanimous  vote,  and  the  t^ympathy  and  good  will  which  he 
pledged,  found  a  Templar's  response  in  the  heart  of  every  Sir  Knight 
present. 

At  night,  the  Grand  Commandery  attended  an  entertainment  at  Institute 
Hall,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Orphan  Asylum,  and  the  Sir  Knights  recipro- 
cated, in  a  substantial  way,  the  pleasure  which  the  children  afforded  them, 
in  the  afternoon. 

Altogether,  the  Grand  Conclave  at  Natchez,  is  one  to  be  remembered 
with  delight  by  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  participated  in  its^ 
business  and  pleasures. 
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^tibofdii\ate     Coii\ii\ki\derie^, 

For  the  Year  Endingr  December  27,  1876. 

(including  officers  for  1877.) 


Mississippi  Commcuidery,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


Matt.  F.  Ash E.  C. 

Geo.  S.  Green Gen^o. 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr C.  G. 

C.  Johnson Prelate. 

Robert  Bradley 8.  W. 

J.  A.  Webb J.  W. 


J.  L.  Power Treasurer. 

Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr Recorder. 

R.  L.  Saunders St.  Bearer. 

H.  M.  Taylor S.^.  Bearer. 

John  Nelson Warder. 

J.  M.  Cain Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— Thomas  Palmer,  Jno.  T.  Buck,  Oliver 
Clifton. 

Members— Harris  Barksdale,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  W.  C.  Crane,  J.  C 
Cameron,  J.  A.  Galbreath,  Sr.,  T.  S.  Gathright,  N.  Greener,  Jones  S.  Ham- 
ilton, David  John8on,Wirt  Johnson,  D.W.  Jones,  A.  J.  Lewis,*  R.  F.  McGili, 
John  Nelson,  J.  R.  Yerger,  Geo.  S.  Yerger— Total  31. 

Honorary  Members— Joseph  P.  Horner,  New  O.leans;  Geo.  Frank 
Gouley,  St.  Louis. 

Affiliated— John  Nelson. 

Dimitted— F.  J.  Rogers. 

Died— W.  L.  Ware,  February  21st,  1876. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $31  00 

Sir  J.  M.Stone  has  been  erroneously  reported  as  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mandery lor  several  years,  when,  in  Inct,  lie  was  a  member  of  Mary  Com- 
tnander3%  No.  14.  He  never  dimitted  from  Mississippi  Commandery,  but  was 
one  of  iiie  Sir  Knights  who  petitioned  for  the  formation  of  Mary  Commandery, 
and,  on  its  being  chartered,  became  a  member  thereof,  in  accordance  with 
Rules  and  Edicts.  See  sec.  ()6.  The  Recorder  of  Mary  Commandnry  failed  to 
certify  the  fact  to  this  Commandery,  hcnc^  the  error.  Recorder,  No  1. 


♦Suspended  by  his  Lodge,  Washington,  No.  3. 
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M£ignolia  Commandery,  No.2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


T.  G.  Birchett E.  C. 

Fred.  8peed Gen'o. 

Heman  Denio Capt.  Gen. 

W.  A.  Fairchild,  P.  E.  c Trelate. 

G.  G.  Maniove 8.  W. 

J.  H.  Berresford J.  W. 


H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

J.  W.  Grav Recorder. 

M.  C.  Klein St.  Bearer. 

Wm.  C.  Johnson 8w.  Bearer. 

Isaiah  Hardy Warder. 

Wm.  Murry Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — C.  A.  Maniove,  J.  W.  M.  Harris,  L.  C. 
Moore,  J.  W.  Powell. 

Members— W.  H.  Andrews,  F.  M.  Andrews,  M.  T.  Anderson,  D.  H.  Al- 
verson,  G.  W.  Bookout,  J.  W.  Beatty,  W.  M.  Chamberlain,  T.  P.  Crutcher, 
8.  H.  Childress  E.  C.  Carroll,  S.  Coate,  J.  W.  Ellis,  F.  M.  Featherston,  C. 
C,  Floweree,  Wm.  French,  J.  H.  Gunning,  J.  T.  Heard,  J.  8.  Hebron,  B. 
G.  Humphreys,  W.  S.  Harris,  T.  J.  Harper,  H.  V.  Horton,  F.  Howard,  G. 
W.  Jones,  E.  P.  Jones,  G.  M.  Klein,  J.  H.  Kinjr,  W.  W.  Lord,  W.  E.  M. 
Linfield,  W.  V.  McCiay,  E.  J.  McGarr,  W.  E.  Monette,  D.  B.  Nailer,  R.  A. 
Owen,  H.  E.  O'Reiley,  A.  M.  Pnxton,  W.  G.  Paxton,  Jno.  A.  Peale,  W.  B, 
Pittman,  ('has.  Pare,  M.  R.  Pavne,  Thos.  Rigby,  A.  G.  Russell,  Wm. 
Richards',  W.  H.  Richardson,  J.  O.  Stevens,  Geo.  H.  Smith,  W.  J.  Smith, 
Wm.  Staunton,  C.  E.  Thomas,  T.  J.  Thompson,  J.  D.  Finney,  T.  H.  White, 
H.  Wilkerson— Total  70. 

Orders  Conferred — Frank  Howard,  H.  V.  Horton,  G.  G.  Maniove. 

Died— R.  Richardson. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commanderv $86  00 


Lexingrton  Comxnajidery,  No.  3 — Lexington,  Holmes  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1877. 


T.  W.  Smith E.  C. 

W.  F.  Cole Gen'o. 

Jno.  Shackleford Capt.  Gen. 

T.  S.  Wright Prelate. 

J.  D.  Dabney S.  W. 

J:.  H.  Baker J.  W. 


W.  F.  Stigler Treasurer. 

J.  T.  West Recorder. 

J.  J.  Baker St.  Bearer. 

W.  L.  McLean Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  Oltenburg,  P.  E.  c Warder. 

J.  T.  Meade Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — F.  C.  fiercer,  p.  g.  c;  J.  C.  Birkhead, 
N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Members— D.  H.  Allen,  H.  P.  Davis,  S.  A.  Eggleston,  J.  W.  Grace,  J. 
R.  Heflin,  M.  L.  Harmon,  K.  Harrington,  J.  M.  Lowrv,  W.  H.  Lvon,  R. 
H.  Montgomery,  J.  W.  Mitchell,  D.  Miichell,  B.  H.  McCree,  W.  A.  McMil- 
lan, R.  5l.  Murphv,  C.  T.  Murphy,  W.  McGehee,  J.  D.  Newsom,  H.  J. 
Reid,  B.  T.  Sayre,  W.  H.  Thompson,  S.  W.  Weems— Total  37. 

Orders  Conferred — J.  M.  Boone,  1875 — omitted  last  report. 

DiMiTTED— J.  M.  Boone,  T.  T.  Bates. 

Died— F.  C.  Adams,*  January  8,  1875;  R.  C.  Jenkins,  May  30,  1876. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commanderv $42  00 


*Omittcd  in  report  for  1875. 
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Holly  Springs  Cominandery,  No.  4 — Holly  Speinqs,  Marshall 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monclay  evening  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


J.  T.  Whitehead E.  C. 

B.  D.  Mathews Gen'o. 

Hugh  Winborn Capt.Gen. 

K.  N.  Lawrence r relate. 

B.  W.  Lee S.  W. 

J.  F.  Butler J.  W. 


H.  P.  Whitehead Treasurer. 

P.  A  Willis Recorder. 

W.  H.  Ross St.  Bearer. 

T.B.Parker S  v.  Bearer. 

R.  E.  Taylor Warder. 

Thos.  Gregg Sentinel. 


Members— H.  W.  Walter,  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  T.  J.  Malone,  W.  H.  Newell, 
Frank  Ferrill,  J.  M.  McDonald,  A.  Q.  Withers,  P.  J.  Eckles,  W.  J.  Falk- 
iier,  J.  T.  Fant,  B.  D.  Mathew.«,  W.  S.  Featherstou,  J.  M.  Brooks,  J.  B. 
Johiison,  J.  R.  Walker,  G.  Wiley  Wells,  J.  S.  Jones,  Howard  Falconer. 

Affiliated — T.  J.  Malone,  dimitted  through  error. 

Reinstated — T.  B.  Parker. 

Dimitted— T.  J.  Manuel,  L.  C.  Abbott. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — J.  H.  McAlexander,  Robt. 
McGowan. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $31  00 


Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  6— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


William  Gwin  Benbrook E.  C. 

Chas.  T.  Chamberlain Gen'o. 

Jno.  A.  Dicks Capt.  Gen. 

E.  George  DeLap,  p.  g.  c Prelate, 

^Samuel  A.  Mason S.  W. 

Frank  S.  Shaw J.  W. 


Gustavus  J.  Bahin Treasurer. 

Chas.  H.  Keim Recorder. 

Chas.  T.  Schwartz St.  Bearer. 

Henry  C.  Norman Sw.  Bearer. 

Elias  J.  Van  Court Warder. 

Jacob  Peebles Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — William  H.  Stewart,  Wm.  H.  Watkins. 

Members — Thos.  J.  Adams,  John  R.  Bowie,  George  M.  Brown,  Henry 
Clark,  Alfred  V.  Davis,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Robert  S.  Dixon,  George  J.  Dicks, 
James  S.  Douglass,  Francis  F.  Fowler,  Caleb  F.  Farrar,  Thomas  Grafton, 
Edwfn  J.  Guice,  Henry  M.  Gastrell,  Henry  A.  Garrett,  James  Hardie, 
Joseph  Hahn,  John  S.  Holt,  George  St.  C.  Hussey,  Ansel  H.  Kendrick, 
Calvin  S.  Kinney,  George  W.  Koontz,  William  Lowry,  Rufus  F.  Learned, 
Eugene  A.  Lawrence,  Munce  T.  Quitman,  Chas.  H.  Mclllwaine,  O.  S. 
Miles,  William  Noonan,  G.  B.  Rocca,  Alonzo  R.  Tyler,  William  C.  Turner, 
Chas.  C.  Walden,  Washington  Weir,  William  L.  AVells,  Edwin  L.  Whitney, 
F.  K.  Winchester,  A.  Bahin,  T.  J.  Drane,  S.  M.  Stewart,  D.  G.  Smythe— 
Total  55. 

Orders  Conferred— Eugene  Allen  Lawrence,  Henry  Clay  Norman, 
Edward  Livingstone  Whitney,  Joseph  Hahn,  Charles  Thomas  Schwartz, 
George  Wallace  Koontz,  Henry  Albert  Garrett,  William  Lewis  Wells. 

Reinstated — F.  K.  Winchester. 

Died— Chas.  E.  Steele.* 
Dues  to  Grand  Commanderv $96  00 


*Sir  Knight  Steele  not  having  been  a  resident  of  this  place,  exact  date  of 
death  not  known. 
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St.  Oyr  Commandery,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County^ 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 


Officers  for  1877. 


H.  E.  Wagner Treasurer. 

J.  B.  Coe Recorder. 

J.  B.  Pate St.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Biles Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  Montgomery Warder. 

W.  F.  Palmore Sentinel. 


John  K.  Fulson E.  C. 

John  H.  Wilson Gen'o. 

D.  R.  Wacner Capt.  Gen. 

M.  D.  L.  Stephens .Prelate. 

H.  M.  Romberger S.  W. 

G.  A.  Sims J.  W. 

Members— G.  Burglund,  N.  W.  Burglund,  J.  E.  Becton,  J.  L.  Collins, 
A.  B.  FIv,  H.  C.  Goode,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  J.  O.  Hendricks,  J.  B.  Hudspeth, 
D.  A.  Kinchloe,  J.  Kirbv,  J.  Q.  Morrison,  W.  P.  Painter,  J.  B.  Pate,  E. 
W.Smith,  W.  C.  Shackleford,  W.  P.  Towler,  S.  M.  Thames,  T.  J.  West, 
M.  D.  Wilson,  L.  R.  Wilson,  H.  White,  P.  D.  Wood,  G.  W.  Whitsey— 
Total  36. 

Orders  Conferred — W.  P.  Towler,  H.  M.  Romberger,  S.  M.  Thames,, 
J.  B.  Pate. 

DiMiTTED — John  Anderson. 

Died— J.  A.  P.  Kennedy,  November  12,  1876. 

Suspended — for  non-payment  of  dues— M.  N.  Coe,  H.  Gibbon,  H.  C. 
Horton,  S.  B.  McConnico. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $56  OO 


Winona  Commandery,  No.  7— Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


Chas.  M.  Erwin E.  C. 

F.  M.  Shryock Gen^o. 

R.  D.  Palmer Capt.  Gen. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate. 

H.  P.  Turner S.  W. 

C.  H.  Campbell J.  W. 


W.  W.  Marshall Treasurer* 

G.  A.  Spivey Recorder. 

D.  L.  Sweatman St.  Bearer. 

T.  H.  Walker Sw.  Bearer. 

Frank  Hawkins Warder. 

J.  A.  Applewhite,  p.  e,  c... .Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— D.  A.  Holman,  A.  P.  Saunders. 

Members— C.  M.  Atkinson,  J.  M.  Barrington,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Cothran,  S.  N.  Ely,  W.  C.  Eskridge,  John  George,  S.  H.  Green,  T.  C. 
Harris,  R.  Highgate,  W.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Y.  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  O.  B. 
Rollins,  S.  R.  Sproles— Total  29. 

Orders  Conferred— H.  P.  Turner,  C.  H.  Campbell,  T.  H.  Walker, 
Frank  Hawkins,  D.  L.  Sweatman. 

Affiliated— Wm.  Cothran,  J.  Y.  Oliver. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery |54  00 
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De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


C.  L.  Lincoln E.  C. 

B.  A.  Vaughan. Gen*o. 

J.  S.  Biilupe. Capt.  Gen. 

J.  K  Leigh .Prelate. 

H.  C.  Long 8.  W. 

W.  A.  Moore J.  W. 


L.  L.  Goodrich Treasurer. 

J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

8.  C.  Munger St.  Bearer. 

R.  F.  Hudson Sw.  Bearer. 

Taos.  Tracey Warder. 

D.  D.  L.  Quinn Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander— G.  W.  Cox. 

Members— A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  M.  Boone,  J.  H.  Fulgham,  John  Gilmer, 
E.  F.  Kemp,  J.  P.  Krecker,  J.  B.  Linn,  J.  A.  Martin,  K.  F.  Matthews,  C. 
M.  Ottley,  Hampden  Osborne,  W.  C.  Rodwell,  L.  H.  Redwood,  J.  W. 
E.  Soady,  L.  M.  Tucker,  C.  R.  Tucker,  H.,  M.  Teasdale— Total  30. 

Orders  Conferred— C.  R.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale. 

Affiijated — J.  M.  Boone. 

Dimitted — L.  Beman. 

Died— Wm.  Cady,  November  23,  1876. 

Suspended — for  non-payment  of  dues — A.  G.  Ramsey,  G.  Shirley. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $40  00 


Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9— Meridian,  Lauderdale  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


W.  a  Patton E.  C. 

J.  T.  Tavlor Gen^o. 

H.  W.  Wilson Capt.  Gen. 

B.  E.  Harris Prelate. 

J.  W.  Harvey S.  W. 

W.  W.  Murphy J.  W. 


W.  G.  Jones Treasurer. 

E.  V.  Early Recorder. 

Jos.  Eakin St.  Bearer. 

A.  G.  Fredritce Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  J.  Mosely Warder. 

Jas.  McKay Sentinel. 


Members— E.  N.  Bell,  R.  F.  Brown,  C.  M.  Kelly,  B.  T.  Rush,  J.  R. 
Smith— Total  17. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $17  00 


Ivanhoe  Commcmdery,  No.   10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County 

Regular  Conclaves  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


W.  A.  Bodenhamer E.  C. 

Harry  Gilmore Gen'o. 

E.  M.  Walker Capt.  Gen. 

J.  S.  Cain,  p.  E.C Prelate. 

J.  R  Johnson S.  W. 

E.  L.  Sykes J.  W. 


T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

J.  M.  Carter Recorder. 

J.  R.  Noe St.  Bearer. 

J,  A.  Bell Sw.  Bearer 

Frank  Burkitt Warder 

John  McCurley Sentinel 


Past  Eminent  Commander — J.  R.  Mcintosh. 

Members — A.  Babbit,  S.  H.  Berge,  R.  B.  Brannin,  W.  M.  Buchanan,  R. 
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C.  Cunningham,  T.  E.  Cannon,  Leonidas  Collin»,  W.  H.  D.  Crawford,  T.  N. 
Martin,  Jas.  Gordan,  A.  H  French,  W.  E.  Howard,  J.  A.  Loughridge,  J.H. 
Mauldin,  A.  J.  Meore,  J.  A.  Mooser,  J.  P.  Porter,  A.  Pollard,  C.  N.  Simp- 
son, S.  T.  Sykes,  J.  R.  Smith,  Thos.  H.  AVilliams,  J.  N.  Whitesides,  J.  M. 
Trice,  B.  S.  Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  J.  R.  Wren— Total  40. 

Orders  Conferred — A.  H.  French,  W.  E.  Howard,  E.  L.  Sykes. 

DiMiTTED — C.  W.  Richardson. 

Died— H.  H.  Smith,  April  28th,  1876. 
Due3  to  Grand  Commandery $55  00 


Kosciusko  Commandery,  No,  11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


8.  C.  Conly E.  C. 

F.  H.  Green Gen'o. 

J.  B.  Davis Capt.  Gen. 

Jo.  M.  Thompson .Prelate. 

D.  L.  Smythe S.  AV. 

J.  M.  Lewis J.  W. 


Jas.  G.  Riley Treasurer. 

M.  A.  Clark Recorder. 

Jno.  P.  Irving, St.  Bearer. 

Jno.  C.  Lucas 8w.  Bearer. 

W.  W.  Baccus Warder. 

J.  N.  Taylor Sentinel. 


Members — J.  H.  Alexander,  Wm.  Allen,  J.  C.  Ashly,  J.  S.  Comfort  David 
Carr,  Jas.  G.  Carlisle,  W.  V.  Davis,  Lewis  Glazier,  F.  M.  Glass,  B.  B.  Li/Ki- 
sey,  W.  C.  Lewis,  A.  W.  Mitchell,  Jas.  Meggs,  A.  G.  Noah,  Jas.  D.  Rimmer, 
S.  P.  Rimmer,  John  Riley,  J.  W.  Scarborough,  E.  F.  Shuler,  Jas.  G.  Sallis, 
M.  W.  Stephenson,  L.  S.  Terry. 

Orders  Conferred — Rev.  James  G.  Carlisle,  Rev.  W.  M.  Stephenson. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $44  00 


Canton  Commandery,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 

.fas,  H.  Lockett Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Recorder 

John  Hart St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Day Sw.  Bearer. 


J.  W.  Yeargain E.  C. 

Wm.  C.  Priestly Gen*o. 

A.  M.  Gurley Capt.  Gen. 

Thos.  A.  Phillips Prelate. 

J.  M.  Mills S.  W. 

Geo.  W.  Thompson J.  W. 

Members — C.  B.  Galloway.  Jas.  Newbaker,  A.  J.  Guice,  J.  J.  Richards, 
N.  R.  Gross,  Wm.  J).  Ferris,  S.  A.  Arnold,  Geo.  T.  Hazlett,  D.  B.  Harris- 
Total  21. 

Orders  Conferred — Geo.  W.  Thompson. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $26  OO 


B.  C.  Gough Warder. 

C.  Olsen Sentinel. 
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GoBur  de  Lion  Comxnandery,  No.  13— Port  Gibson,  Claiborne 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


N.  S.  Walker E.  C. 

Jno.  H.  Gordon Gen*o. 

Stephen  Thrasher. Capt.  Gen. 

John  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  e.  c .Prelate. 

Jno.  V.  McPherson S.  W. 

Wra.  Brown,  Jr J.  W. 


Jno.  G.Jones Treasurer. 

Win.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

C.  H.  Barrot St.  Bearer. 

J.  W.  Andrews Sw.  Bearer. 

Abram  K.  Burnet Warder. 

W.  E.  Foote Sentinel. 


Members— J.  C.  Bertron.  F.  H.  Foote,  E.  H.  Mounger,  E.  F.  Price,  A. 
Sager,  Wra.  B.  Lewi.<,  E.  Marschnlk— Total  19. 

Orders  Conferred — Abram  K.  Burnet,  E.  H.  Mounger. 

Expelled — J.  J.  Kirk  bride — Expelled  by  Washington  Lodge,  No.  3, 10th 
February,  1877. 
Duea  to  Grand  Commandery $29  00 


Mary  Commandery,  No.  14— Corinth,  Alcorn  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


R.  M.  Young E.  C. 

L.  M.  New Gen'o. 

R.  V.  Mansion Capt.  Gen. 

8.  L.  Paine .Prelate. 

E.  J.  Hostetter 8.  W 

A.  J.Morgan J.  W 


B.  Quinn Treasurer. 

R.  J.  Flemming Recorder. 

F.  E.  Whitfield,  Jr St.  Bearer. 

A.  J.  Yancy Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  P.  Young Warder. 

John  Butler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — P.  M.  Savery  p.  g.  c,  J.  M.  Stone. 
Members — Eugene  Allen,  R.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Alexander.  J.  N.  Barnhill, 
M.  W.  Beardslev,  J.  P.  Collier,  P.  C.  Callahan,  A.  J.  Cochran,  W.  D.  Davis, 
C.  P.  Elgin,  J.  L.  Finley,  Wm.  Gilbert,  R.  A.  Hardin,  D.  L.  James,  J.  C. 
Lowe,  James  McAmis,  T.  M.  Miller,  B.  L.  Rogers,  H.  C.  Smith,  B.  A.  P. 
Selman,  J.  W.  Stephens,  honorary,  I.  N.  Whiteside — Total  35. 
Orders  Conferred — P.  C.  Callahan. 
Affiliated — A.  J.  Cochran. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $39  00 


Grenada  Conmaandery,  No.  U.  D. — Grenada,  Grenada  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1877. 


W.  P.Towler* E.  C. 

A-  P.  Saunders* Gen^o. 

Wm.  C.  Eskridge* Capt.  Gen. 

8.  H.  Green* Prelate. 

John  George* S.  W. 

A.  L.Guntharp* J.  W. 


Wm.  C.  Chamberlain Treasurer. 

John  L.  Collins* Recorder. 


blighgat< 
1  Rollir 


O.  B.  Rollins* Sw.  Bearer. 

Wm.  C.  Shackleford Warder. 

Jas.  W.  Mitchell Sentinel. 


♦  ThcSir  Knights  marked  thus  *  retain  membership  in  othsr  Commanderics 
until  charter  is  wanted. 
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RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  COMMANPERIE8. 


Members— Wm.  A.  McMillon,  G.  Y.  Freeman,  B.  F.  Thomas,  Lewis  R. 
Turner— Total  16. 
Orders  Conferred — G.  Y.  Freeman,  B.  F.  Thomas,  Lewis  R.  Turner. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $15  00 

Officers  for  1877-78. 

This  Commandery  was  chartered,  May  10th,  1877,  as  No.  15,  and  was 
constituted  and  dedicated,  and  officers  installed  by  Sic  Knight  Chas.  M. 
Erwin,  Grand  Captain-General,  as  follows : 


W.  P.  Towler E.  C. 

John  George Gen'o. 

G.  Y.  Freeman Capt.  Gen. 

A.  P.  Saunders Prelate. 

().  B.  Rollins S.  AV. 

R.  Highgate J.  W. 


B.F.Thomas Treasurer- 

J.  L.  Collins Recorder- 

W.  C.  Eskridge St.  Bearer- 

W.  C.  Shackleford Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  L.  Guntharp Warder. 

L.  R.  Turner Sentinel. 
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REPORT   ON 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  B.'.  E,\  Grand  Cammandery  of  Miasissipjn : 

At  the  last  Grand  Conclave,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Finance  CJommit-  ' 
tee,  it  was  resolved  that  in  all  future  Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  the  honor  of  being  Chairman  of  that  Committee  shall  be 
-considered  compensation  in  full.  The  Grand  Commandery  was  quite  em- 
phatic in  having  this  "distinctly  understood  and  stipulated."  That  "honor* 
was  conferred  upon  this  writer,  and  while  the  privilege  of  examining  and 
•commenting  upon  the  transactions  of  Grand  Bodies  in  correspondence  with 
thisj  is  "compensation  in  full,"  it  might  be  well,  in  view  of  the  labor  inci- 
-dent  to  the  preparation  of  such  a  Report,  to  distribute  that  "honor"  annually 
^mong  Sir  Knights  industriously  inclined.  _  •  / 

Without  further  preliminary,  we  proceed  to  our  review  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 

ALABAMA. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Montgomery,  May  17th, 
1876.  Grand  Commander  Felix  G.  Norman  was  unable  to  be  present,  on 
account  of  sickness.  Sir  AVm.  S.  Foster  presided,  and  we  find  Sir  Daniel 
Bayre  at  his  post  as  Grand  Recorder.  Sir  Peleg  Brown  is  present  as  Repre- 
jientative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  Seven  Commanderies 
were  represented.  We  find  but  little  to  note  in  the  proceedings,  which, 
however,  indicate  a  healthy  condition  of  Knighthood  in  our  sister  Jurisdic- 
tion. Huntsville  Commandery  asked  for  a  remission  of  its  back  dues,  but 
the  Committee  couldn't  see  it,  and  gave  four  substantial  reasons  for  their 
obtuseness,  among  others  that  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent,  that  there  was 
no  evidence  that  a  proi)er  effort  had  been  made  to  collect  the  dues,  nor  to 
indicate  that  Huntsville  Commandery  was  in  such  a  condition  as  to  demand 
charity  at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Body.  We  are  not  aware  that  any  Sub- 
ordinate Commandery  in  Mississippi  has  ever  filed  such  a  request,  and  there 
will  never  be  occasion  for  it  while  Recorders  discharge  their  duty  in  collect- 
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ing,  and  Sir  KDights  their  duty  in  paying.  To  remit  dues  as  a  general  rule 
is  simply  to  reward  a  carlessness  or  indifference  to  our  obligations,  and  if 
encouraged,  will  result  in  confusion. 

Certain  Sir  Knights,  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  attended  the  Grand  Con- 
clave of  the  year  previous,  sent  in  written  excuses,  which  were  referred  to 
thie  Jurisprudence  Committee,  and  deemed  satisfactory. 

Among  the  pleasing  incidents  of  the  session  was  the  presentation  of  a 
Floral  Red  Cross,  from  Mrs.  Daniel  Sayre,  through  Sir  Knight  Walter  L* 
Bragg,  and  received  for  the  Grand  Commandery  by  Sir  Knight  John  Gano 
Winter,  Grand  Prelate.  The  speeches  on  the  occasion  are  said  to  be  very 
flowfry.  Past  Graiul  (Commander  Bragg  was  the  recipient  of  a  Past  Grand 
Commander's  Jewel,  voted  to  him  at  the  preceding  Conclave.  A  deserved 
compliment,  for  he  is  a  SirKnightof  whom  any  Grand  Commandery  might 
well  Bragg. 

Sir  Knight  Say  re  presents  a  very  readable  Report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence. He  takes  our  Grand  Commandery  to  task  for  approving  of  Grand 
Commander  Savery's  decision  in  1875,  that  *'no  dispensation  is  necessary  to 
authorize  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  parade  in  full  dress,  or  otherwise* 
on  a  Masonic  festival  day,  or  at  a  funeral,"  which  Sir  Sayre  says  is  "directly 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Code  of  Templar  Law  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment at  New  Orleans,  which  says:  *Commanderies  shall  not  appear  in  pub- 
lic as  such,  without  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander,  except  upon 
funeral  occasions.^' 

He  thinks  it  "strange  enough"  that  the  Grand  Commanderv  approved  of 
the  acts  of  Grand  Commander  in  allowing  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to 
/lot  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  Order,  and  disapproved 
of  his  decision  that  re-elected  oflScers  must  be  installed.  We  merely  note 
the  surprise  of  our  observing  frater,  but  haven't  space  to  discuss  either  topic. 

The  eleven  Commanderies  in  Alabama  have  an  aggregate  membership  of 
236.    Orders  conferred  during  the  year  21. 

The  Finance  Committee  apprehends  that  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  will  become  embarrassing  unless  the  strictest  economy 
is  practiced ;  and  among  other  suggestions,  in  the  line  of  retrenchment 
and  reform,  recommends  that  the  practice  of  presenting  a  jewel  to  the  retir- 
ing Grand  Commander  be  discontinued.  The  Grand  Recorder  gets  $200  00 
per  year,  and  prepares  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  for  the  "honor" 
of  the  thing.  The  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  seems  to  be  the  only  other 
oflScer  who  receives  any  compensation. 

The  next  Conclave  will  be  held  in  Mobile,  May  16th,  1877.  Sir  John  G. 
Smith,  of  Eufaula,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ;  David  Sayre,  Grand 
Recorder. 


ARKANSAS. 


Fifth  Annual  Conclave,  at  Little  Rock,  October  4th,  1876.  Three  of  the 
four  Commanderies  represented.  Sir  Elias  R.  DuVal,  presiding  as  Grand 
Commander ;  John  W.  Rison,  Grand  Recorder.  Digitized  by  VjOOV  IC 
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The  Grand  Commander,  in  reporting  that  he  had  issued  no  dispensation 
lor  a  new  Ck)mmanderyy  nor  had  a  petition  for  one  been  presented,  wouid 
JMii  have  it  inferred  therefrom  that  Templar  Masonry  in  Arkansas  was  retro- 
grading.    He  suggests  that — 

''The  rapid  increase  of  subordinates  is  often  accomplished  at  the  expense 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  institution.  Too  great  a  fervor  to  become  Ma- 
flooflon  the  part  of  the  profane  world  is  likely  to  lead  rather  to  injury  than 
benefit ;  ana  so  too  the  Commanderies  are  in  danger,  when  there  is  a  ficti- 
iioiis  demand  for  the  organization  of  new  bodies. 

Tlie  following  query : 

"What  redress  has  the  Commandery,  when  the  Orders  have  been  confer- 
red without  the  payment  of  the  fee,  which  was  promis'cd  to  be  paid,  but 
vliich  has  not  bc^en  paid  ?  *' 

Was  thus  answered  by  the  Jurij»prudence  Committee: 

**The  Commandery  should  not  have  conferred  the  Orders  without  the  pay- 
JBent  of  the  fees,  but  the  error  of  the  Commanaery  in  this  respect  does  not 
relieve  the  Sir  Knight  upon  whom  orders  were  conferred  from  tne  obligation 
of  honesty ;  wherefore  they  are  of  opinion  that  charges  may  well  be  prefer- 
ved  against  such  Sir  Knights,  if  upon  demand  they  refuse  or  decline  to  pay 
the  fees,  and  expel  them,  as  well  as  for  any  other  act  of  dishonesty." 

There  are  116  affiliated  Knights  in  Arkansas. 

Sir  Elbert  H.  English,  of  Little  Rock,  was  elected  Grand  Commander, 
and  John  W.  Rison,  Grand  Recorder.  Next  Conclave  at  Little  Rock,  Octo- 
ber 3d,  1877. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  held  April  14th,  1876,  in  San  Francisco. 
Sir  Henry  Sayre  Orme,  Grand  Commander;  Charles  Louis  Wiggin,  Grand 
Recorder.  Ten  Chartered  Commanderies  represented,  and  one  Under  Dispen- 
mUion,  The  Grand  Commander  reports  prosperity  and  harmony  through- 
ont  his  jurisdiction — no  conflicts,  no  ungenerous  rivalry.  For  the  edifica- 
tion of  Eminent  Commanders  who  open  and  close  their  Commanderies  in 
**«hort  form,"  we  quote  as  follows  from  Sir  Orme's  address: 

Without  any  disposition  at  fault-finding,  I  will  mention  a  practice  which 
prevails  to  some  extent  among  a  few  of  our  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and 
if  continued,  will  work  an  evil.  It  is  the  habit  of  omitting  part,  or  all,  of 
the  proper  ceremonies,  in  opening  and  closing.  It  is  an  indolent  and  un- 
fuithorized  practice,  for  no  officer  has  the  authority  to  set  aside  any  part  of 
our  ceremonies  to  suit  his  convenience.  Such  action  should  meet  with  the 
pcompt  disapproval  of  this  Grand  Body." 

A  petition  was  received  from  twenty-two  Sir  Knights  at  Chico,  praying 
for  a  charter.  This  petition  was  not  accompanied  by  the  recommendation 
of  any  Commandery,  nor  did  it  ask  for  a  dispensation.  The  Jurisprudence 
Committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  after  reciting  precedents  estab- 
lished by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  reported: 

'The  power  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  issue  charters  direct,  with  or 
without  the  petitioners  being  recommended  by  the  nearest,  or  by  anv  Com-    t 
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mandery,  is  an  incidental  sovereign  power,  to  be  exercised  by  the  Grand Ck>m- 
'  mandery  as  in  its  wisdom  sliall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  Order,  it  being  the  sole  and  only  judge  of  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  action,  in  each  case,  as  it  arises.  All  power  not  expressly  prohibited,  anil 
all  powers  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  Order, 
must  be  exercised  by  the  Grand  Coramandery,  otherwise,  cases  might 
arise  in  which  great  evil  would  result,  and  the  supreme  power  utterly  unable 
to  apply  a  remedy." 

The  petition  having  been  further  referred  to  the  Committee  on  New  Com- 
manderies,  that  Committee  recommended  the  issuance  of  a  charter  as  No. 
12 ;  but  their  recommendation,  after  a  lengthy  debate,  was  not  concurred  in. 

The  Grand  Bodies  of  California  are  usually  flush  in  funds.  The  Grand 
Commandery  has  a  respectable  cash  balance.  The  Grand  Recorder  gets 
$160  00  per  year;  the  Grand  Guard  $25  00,  the  other  Grand  Officers  are 
compensated  in  the  honor  of  the  thing.  The  retiring  Grand  Commanders, 
however,  are  asked  to  sit  for  their  portraits,  to  be  placed  in  the  portrait 
gallery  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  where  one  happens  to  be  good-look- 
ing, this  is  no  small  incentive  to  attain  high  station. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  by  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  occu- 
pies sixty-nine  closely  printed  pages.  He  discovers  in  Grand  Commander 
Savery's  address,  "some  new  features  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,*'  and 
then  proceeds  to  copy,  with  his  approval,  the  Eastern  Star  "feature"  at 
Kosciusko,  and  especially  the  "banquet"  item. 

There  are  11  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction;  total  members  743; 
number  created  during  the  year,  98.  California  Commandery,  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, has  a  membership  of  203. 

Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves,  of  San  Francisco,  was  elected  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  Sir  Chas.  Lous  AViggin,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 


CANADA. 
The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  former  Grand  Priory  of  the  United  Orders 
of  the  Temple  and  Hospital,  under  the  banner  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  was  held  in  Montreal,  August  10th,  1876,  for  the  purpose 
of  inaugurating  a  National  Great  Priory  for  the  Dominion,  under  Patent 
from  the  H.  R.  H.,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Most  Eminent  and  Supreme 
Grand  Master,  which  authority  is  in  the  form  and  words  following,  to-wit* 

PATENT 

CREATING  CANADA  A  NATIONAL  GREAT  PRIORY. 

{Original  in  Latin,) 


MILITIA    TEMPLL 


ALBERT  EDWARD, 

In  the  name  of  the  Mobt  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity. 

Know  all  ye  who  shall  see  or  hear  these  presents : 

That  we,  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  High  Steward  of  Scotland 
Duke  of  Saxony,  Rothsay,  and  Cornwall ;  Earl  of  Dublin,  Carrick,  and 
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Chester;  Baron  of  Renfrew,  and  Lord  of  the  Isles;  Of  the  Privy  Council 
of  Our  Lady  the  Queen  ;  Field  Marshal  in  the  Army ;  Grand  Master  of 
the  Freemasons ;  a  Bencher  of  the  Society  of  the  Middle  Temple ;  Knight 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Garter,  the  Thistle,  St.  Patrick,  the  Bath,  the  Star  of 
India,  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  the  Elephant ;  r)octi>r  of  Laws,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. : 
By  the  Grace  of  God  and  the  suftrages  of  our  Brethren  and  Fellow  Soldiers 
of  Christ  and  of  the  Temple  of  Solomon  of  Jerusalem,  Most  Eminent  and 
Supreme  Grand  Master,  Have  of  our  own  special  grace,  and  with  the  assent 
of  Convent  General,  constituted  the  Dominion  of  Canada  a  Great  Priory, 
so  that  as  to  all  other  rights  not  reserved  by  these  presents  the  said  Great 
Priory,  of  Canada  shall  be  on  an  equality  with  the  Great  Priory  of  England 
and  Wales. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  commanded  these  T^etters  to  be  made 
Patent,  and  confirmed  with  the  Seal  of  our  Order. 

Dateil  at  our  Palace  of  Marlborough,  on  the  day  of  Saint  Nazarius  and 
Saint  Celsus,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  the  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven ty-sixth,  and  of  our  Order  the  seven  hundred  and 
filty-eighth. 

Witnef^se:*,—  +  J.  F.  TOWNSEXD, 

i'-^— s  ^  Arch-Chancellor. 

SEAL  [  X  PATRICK  Mac.  C.  DeCOLQUHOUN, 

'— > —  ■'  •  Arch- Registrar, 

Then  follows  a  Patent  appointir^g  Colonel  William  James  Bury  MacLeod 
Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  Great  Prior  of  the  National  Great  Priory;  also,  a  Commis- 
sion and  Mandate  to  install  the  Great  Prior.  These  several  royal  and  poten- 
tial documents  are  issued  in  Latin,  but  printed  ir.  English,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  common  reader. 

The  Assembly  was  opened  by  the  Grand  Prior  "on  the  Throne;*'  also 
present,  the  Grand  Sub-Prior,  Provincial  Priors,  Great  Officers,  Past  Grand 
Officers.     Fourteen  Preceptories  were  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Prior  is  a  valuable  historical  paper,  from  which 
we  would  like  to  quote.     Wo  can  only  give  his  concluding  remarks : 

And  now,  Fratres  of  the  Grand  Priory  of  Canada,  allow  me  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  declaration  of  your  independence,  and  the  position  you  hold 
as  a  Sovereign  Body.  The  Order  is  in  your  own  hands,  to  make  it  worthy 
of  the  high  position  it  undoubtedly  holds;  and  by  a  strict  adherence  to  its 
precept.H,  you  cannot  fail  to  place  it  amongst  the  most  valued  institutions  in 
connection  with  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity.  Let  it  not  be  said 
there  is  any  doubt  as  to  what  useful  purpose  the  Temple  Order  has  in  view, 
or  what  it  is  incumbent,  in  conformity  with  our  professions,  thitt  we  should 
do.  We,  who  call  ourselves  "Soldiers  of  the  Cross,"  surely  have  a  higher 
aim  and  far  different  mission  that  of  vain  shows  and  public  displav.  Our 
professions  call  upon  us  unmistakably  to  do  something  that  will  redound  to 
the  glory  of  Gocf  and  to  the  assistance  and  happines.H  of  our  fellow  men. 
In  short,  every  Preceptory  should  be  a  place  where  the  poor,  the  needy,  the 
sick  and  the  oppressed  can  look  for  relief,  sympathy  and  assistance.  Let 
our  Preceptories  spend  but  little  in  decoration  and  entertainments,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  funds  to  spare  for  those  purposes,  then  the  object  of  the 
founders  of  these  great  Christian  orders  will  be  accomplished,  and  our  Order 
be  doing  something  worthy  of  remembrance.  Without  such  aims  we  are 
nothing  ;  our  Christianity  but  dust  and  ashes ;  our  boasted  chivalry  as  rust. 

Colonel  W.  J.  B.  MacLeod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  wad  installed  as  the  First 
Great  Prior  of  the  National  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  whereupon  the  Sir   t 
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Koights  present  paid  their  homage  and  saluted  the  Great  Prior  with  the 
honors  of  the  Order.  Daniel  Spry,  of  Toronto,  was  elected  Grand  Chancel- 
lor (or  Grand  Recorder).  The  election  and  appointment  of  Great  Officers 
is  attended  with  a  "pomp  and  circumstance"  in  marked  contrast  to  our  busi- 
ness-like way  of  getting  through  that  operation.  The  Sir  Knights,  for  in- 
stance, who  act  as  "tellers,"  in  our  Grand  Commandery,  are  known  as 
ScnUineers  in  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada.  The  labors  of  the  Great  Priory 
having  been  concluded,  we  note  "the  Great  Prior  retiring  under  an  Arch  of 
Steel." 

The  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  is  not  expected 
to  prepare  his  Report  for  the  "honor**  of  so  doing,  but  gets  $25  00.  The 
Grand  Prior,  we  note,  wan  paid  $100  00,  for  "incidentals."  The  Grand 
Chancellor's  salary  is  $50  00.  The  other  Grand  Officers  and  delegates  have 
the  privilege  of  paying  their  own  expenses. 

We  ret,ret  the  absence  of  statistics,  but  note  that  there  are  seventeen 
working  Preceptories  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  next  Assembly  will  be  held  at  London,  August  9th,  1877. 


COLORADO. 

We  have  before  us  an  elegant  pamphlet  of  sixty  pages,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  a  Convention  to  organize  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights 
Templar  of  Colorado,  held  in  Denver,  March  14th  and  15th,  1876.  Three 
Commanderies,  holding  charters  from  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
btates,  were  represented.  Sir  Henry  Moore  Teller,  of  Central,  was  elected 
G.  C,  and  Sir  Edward  Carroll  Parmelee,  of  Georgetown,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  three  Commanderies  have  an  aggregate  membership  of  127.  We  con- 
cur in  the  wish  so  handsomely  expressed  by  Grand  Master  Hopkins  in 
transmitting  the  warrant  for  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
that  it  may  have  a  career  of  "unbounded  and  uninterrupted  prosperity, 
and  that  the  principles  of  Christian  Knighthood  may  be  as  deeply  bedded 
as  the  granite  mountains  which  encircle  thisnew  jurisdiction,  and  that  they 
maybe  esteemed  as  of  more  priceless  value  than  all  the  minerals  which  lie 
embosomed  in  those  mountains." 


CONNECTICUT. 

Annual  Conclave  at  New  Haven,  March  2l8t,  1876.  8ir  John  G.  Root 
presiding  as  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  John  W.  Stedman,  Grand  Recorder. 
Ten  Commanderies  represented.  Sir  I.  M.  Bullock  appeared  as  the  Grand 
Representative  of  Mississippi.  The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  devot- 
ed mainly  to  local  matters.  The  only  decision  has  reference  to  the  granting 
of  a  dimit.    A  >fir  Knight  having  applied  for  adimit,and  theCommanderv 
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having  voted  the  same,  and  the  record  having  been  made  and  approved,  the 
Sir  Knight  is  no  longer  a  member,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  Recorder 
to  forward  the  dimit. 

The  Grand  Commander  thinks  the  Burial  Service,  "which  is  beautiful  and 
impressive,  is  not  only  too  long  to  be  be  practical,  but  is  wearisome.'*  He 
^ys  it  ought  to  be  shortened  by  at  least  one-half.  He  urges  his  fraters  to 
"cultivate  a  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,"  and  immediately  thereafter  refers  to  the  Uniform,  about  which, 
we  infer,  there  have  a  been  a  diversity  of  "opinions  or  prejudices"  in  that 
Jurisdiction. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $664  12;  the  disbursements  $593  25, 
including  $100  00  to  Grand  Recorder,  as  salary;  and  $265  00  to  Grand 
Officers  at  Grand  Encampment  in  New  Orleans.  The  Grand  Officers  or 
Representatives  of  Commanderies  are  not  paid  by  the  Grand  Body,  mileage 
or  per  diem  for  attendance. 

There  are  ten  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdicton,  sill  which  were  repre- 
^nted ;  number  Knighted  during  the  year,  94;  total  membership,  1320. 
The  Commandery  at  Hartford,  has  223' members,  and  the  Commandery  at 
New  Haven,  258. 

Sir  Knight  Stedman  pnisents  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  in  eight 
printed  pages.  Mississippi  gets  a  line  and  a  half.  He  does  not  feel  obliged 
to  account  for  his  brevity,  but  is  ready  to  give  an  "explanation"  should 
any  desire  it.  As  we  are  pretty  good  at  "guessing,"  the  explanation  is  an- 
ticipated. 

Memorial  pages  appear  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  George 
Giddings  and  Serono  S.  Thomas,  who  died  in  1875. 

The  next  Annual  Conclave  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  Norwalk,  and  a  res- 
olution was  adopted  requesting  Clinton  Commandery  No.  3,  of  that  city,  to 
"incur  no  expense  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Grand  Commandery."  But 
we  suspect  that  Clinton  Commandery  placed  a  hospitable  construction  on 
said  resolution.  The  expense  to  the  local  Commandery,  where  the  Grand 
Commandery  meets  is  often  very  considerable,  and  the  Sir  Knights  who 
have  to  foot  the  bills,  are  anxious  for  a  repetition  of  that  luxury  only 
at  very  long  intervals.  The  selection  of  the  place  of  meeting  has,  therefore, 
become  quite  a  serious  matter  in  many  jurisdictions.  "Entertainments" 
should  certainly  be  kept  within  due  bounds.  The  manner  of,  rather  than 
the  matter  for  welcome,  is  what  the  true  Sir  Knight  most  esteems. 

Sir  Henry  Woodward,  of  Middletown,  was  elected  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  John  AV.  Stedman  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 


GEORGIA. 


Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  at  Macon,  May  3d,  1876.     Sir  Geo.  Thomas 
Anderson,  Grand  (^mmander;  Sir  Charles  Rudd  Armstrong,  Grand  Record- 
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er.  Eight  Commanderies  of  the  jurisdiction  were  represesented .  Sir 
Samuel  P.  Hamilton,  Past  Grand  Commander,  is  registered  as  Grand  Rep- 
resentative of  Mississippi.  A  large  number  of  visiting  Sir  Knights,  in 
''full  uniform/'  were  invited  to  seats. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  very  brief  and  and  very  local* 
Peace,  harmony,  and  apathy  seem  to  prevail.  Past  Grand  Commanders 
Thos.  W.  Chandler  and  George  S.  Obear  were  presented  with  handsome 
jewels.    The  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado  was  formally  reorganized. 

The  receipte  of  the  year  were  $829  00 ;  disbursemente  $728  00.  The 
Grand  Treasurer  reported  nothing  on  hand  in  his  previous  report,  and  in 
his  last  had  $103  63  less  than  nothing  on  hand.  The  Grand  Recorder  was 
voted  $100  00  for  his  services,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  did  not  have  to 
depend  on  the  "balance"  in  the  treasury.  AVe  presume  that  Georgia,  like 
Alabama,  will  ''dispense"  with  the  presentation  of  Grx^nd  Jewels,  until  she 
gets  even  with  her  Grand  Treasurer.  The  Grand  Recorder  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
we  infer  that  mileage  and  per  diem  is  allowed  the  Grand  Officers  and  Rep- 
resentatives in  this  jurisdiction. 

A  "rich,  rare  and  sumptuous  banquet,"  given  by  Saint  Omer  Comman- 
dery, is  described  in  a  festive  postcript. 

The  eight  Commanderies  have  a  total  membership  of  387.  Knighted 
during  the  year,  27. 

Sir  Thomas  Hardeman  Jr.,  of  Macon,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ; 
Sir  Charles  Rudd  Armstrong  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

Next  Conclave  at  Macon,  May  16,  1877. 


ILLINOIS. 

The  transactions  of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  O^m- 
mandery  come  to  us  in  an  elegantly  printed  pamphlet  of  180  pages.  The 
Conclave  was  held  at  Chicago,  October  25th,  1876;  Sir  Theodore  T.  Gurney, 
Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Jas.  H.  Miles,  Grand  Recorder.  Forty-five  Com- 
manderies represented.  A  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past 
Commanders,  and  visiting  Knights  were  also  present.  Sir  James  A.  Haw- 
ley,  Past  Grand  Commander,  appeared  as  Grand  Representative  for  Missis- 
Hippi.  The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  most  readable  paper, 
which  we  would  like  to  scissor.  He  condemns  affiliation  fees,  and  has  a 
paragraph  for  the  benefit  of  "drones"  that  elicits  our  hearty  amen.  He 
thinks  it  "unfortunate  that  we  have  Knights  who  think  that  they  are  so 
much  of  an  acquisition  that  Commanderies  will  be  deterred  from  enforcing 
duty."  To  these  he  recommends  that  particular  attention  be  devoted,  but 
to  the  unfortunate  fraters,  who  are  actually  unable  to  meet  their  obligations 
to  the  Commandery,  "charity  without  stint."  He  objects,  with  much 
force,  to  the  regulation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  which  permits  an  "ob- 
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jeotiou"  to  take  unqualified  precedence  of  the  action  of  a  Commandery 
in  the  matter  of  conferring  the  orders  upon  an  elected  candidate,  and  this, 
whether  the  objecting  Knight  was  present  when  the  ballot  was  taken  or  not.'' 

He  issued  one  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Commandery,  re- 
fused four,  and  recommended  the  consolidation  of  some  of  the  weaker  Com- 
manderies. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $2,724  00.  The  pay  roll  of  1875, 
amounted  to  $1,224  50,  besides  $400  00  Grand  Encampment  expenses. 
Grand  Recorder's  salary  is  $500  00.  The  Treasurer  reported  on  hand  the 
snug  balance  of  $3,772  70.  Members  of  regular  committees  were  allowed 
mileage  and  per  diem,  and  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  was  voted  a 
Past  Grand  Commander's  Jewel,  at  the  '^usual  expense,"  whatever  that 
may  be.  The  per  diem  allowed  is  $2  00,  and  the  mileage,  each  way,  five 
cents. 

A  memorial  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Eoyal  and  Select  Masters  wcs 
considered,  asking  that  the  Council  Degrees  be  made  a  prerequisite  to  the 
Order  of  Knighthood.  The  Jurisprudence  Committee,  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject was  referred,  expressed  the  opinion  "that  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
Cryptic  Degrees  depends  wholly  upon  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  recommended  that  the  Representatives  to  the  next  Triennial  Conclave 
use  all  reasonable  efforts  to  make  the  Cryptic  Degrees  a  prerequisite  to 
Knighthood. 

Sir  Philander  W.  Barclay,  of  Cairo,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ; 
Sir  James  H.  Miles,  Chicago,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder.  The  Grand  OflS- 
cers  were  installed  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Theodore  S.  Parvin,of  Iowa. 


INDIANA. 

Twenty-Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Indianapolis,  April  25th, 
1876.  Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  M.  Bram- 
well,  Grand  Recorder.  The  representatives  of  the  twenty-five  chartered 
Commanderies,  and  one  U.  D.,  were  present.  Also,  in  attendance,  four 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  six  Eminent  Commanders,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  visiting  Sir  Knights.  All  which  indicates  great  zeal  in  the  Order  in 
Indiana. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  his  refusal  to  permit  a  Commandery  to 
appear  in  public  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  a  new  cemetery,  for  the 
season  that  it  was  not  a  ^'Masonic  occasion,"  and  no  part  of  its  ceremonies 
would  be  ]tfasonic,  and  that  consequently  it  must  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  all  mixed  parades,  which  he  deemed  contrary  to  ancient  usage 
and  policy.  He  suggests  that  the  scope  of  the  term  ''Masonic  occasion,"  be 
more  strictly  defined. 

The  Grand  Commander  discusses  the  subject  of  funeral  ceremonies,  and, 
aftef  referring  to  the  ''sufierings  of  friends  and  relativesof  deceased  brethren 
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during  the  tedious  and  prolonged  agonies  of  the  performance  of  a  double 
or  vriple  funeral  ritual,  and  thi8,  too«  possibly  after  a  long  religious  service, 
states  the  following  case  in  point: 

A  Sir  Knight,  a  zealous  Mason  in  good  standing  from  Lodge  to  Comman- 
dery,  repeatedly  requested,  in  a  formal  and  delibenile  manner,  the  officers 
of  the  CommanderV  of  which  he  was  a  member,  that  when  he  died  he  should 
be  buried  by  the  Knights  Templar,  and  with  the  funeral  ritual  of  the  Order; 
and  expressed  his  desire  that  a  double  service  should  not  be  performed. 
Upon  his  death-bed  he  requested  that  both  Lodge  and  Commandery  shoultl 
attend  the  funeral.  The  W.  M.  of  the  Master  Masons'  Lodge,  to  which  the 
deceased  brother  had  belonged  claimed  it  to  be  his  absolute  right  and  impera- 
tive duty  to  perform  the  Master  Masons'  service  at  the  grave;  that  after 
this  service,  there  could  be  another  performed — but  if  there  was  only  one 
service,  that  must  be  the  Master  Masons'  ritual.  When  the  Worshipful 
Master's  attention  was  called  to  the  request  of  the  deceased  he  declined  to  call 
his  Lodge  together  to  take  any  part,  as  Masons,  in  the  funeral  ceremonies. 

Upon  which,  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

To  avoid  all  conflict  hereafter  in  such  matters,  we  recommend  to  all  our 
Commanderics  and  Sir  Knights,  to  refrain  from  controversy  with  thelx)dfi:e 
organizations  and  rather  than  any  difficulty  or  misunderstanding  should 
arise,  that  they  abstain  from  pressing  their  claim  to  conduct  the  funeral 
obsequie:}  of  a  Sir  Knight  in  cases  where  his  Lodge  insists  on  doing  so,  and 
that  his  Commandery  act  as  escort  to  the  Lodge  on  such  occasion  if  re- 
quested.*' 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $2753  00.  The  balance  in  Treasury 
was  $3,217  20.  The  pay  roll  of  last  Conclave,  $1,329  50,  which  includes 
per  diem  and  mileage  to  all  the  Grand  Otncers,  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
and  the  Eminent  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General  of  each 
Commandery.  This  is  a  capital  way  of  securing  a  full  attendance,  and 
may  account  to  some  extent,  for  the  "zeal"  noted  above.  The  Grand 
Recorder's  salary  is  $150  00.  The  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Correj*pondence 
Committee  has  the  "honor"  of  the  position,  and  fifty  dollars  additional. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado  was  recognized. 

Thd  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Charles  Cruft.  He  doubts 
the  propriety  of  Grand  Commander  Savery's  exercise  of  discretionary  power 
in  permitting  n  Subordinate  Commandery  to  act  as  escort  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  Order,  and  remarks  that  "although  he  defended 
his  action  quite  eloquently,  the  Grand  Body  did  not  sustain  it."  Well,  our 
Grand  Commandery  may  not  have  "sustained"  it,  but  if  our  frater  will  re- 
fer again  to  to  the  proceedings  of  1875,  he  will  see  that  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery rejected  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Commmtttee  on  Templar  Law 
as  disapproved  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  this  particular. 
Our  frater  does  not  seem  to  have  a  very  exalted  opinion  of  the  Grand 
Representative  system,  and  approves  the  suggestions  of  our  Gjand  Con- 
mander  for  "utilizing  these  /wn^ri,"  by  requiring  of  them  an  annual  report- 
of  what  transpires  in  the  jurisdictions  from  which  they  are  accredited. 

Sir  Erville  B.  Bishop,  of  Muncie,  was  elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
John  M.  Bramwell,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

Total  membership,  1862;  Knighted  during  the  year,  209. 
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IOWA. 

Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  at  Des  Moines,  October,  5th,  1876.  Sir  Ozias 
P.  Waters,  presiding  as  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Wm.  B.  Langridge,  Grand 
Recorder.  Twentj-foor  of  the  twenty-eight  Commanderiesof  the  jurisdic- 
tion represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  recommended  the  repeal  of  the  "forty-mile  law," 
and  the  statutes  were  amended  accordingly.  The  finances  not  in  good  condi- 
tion— three  hundred  dollars  due  the  Grand  Chapter,  etc.  Receipts  $1,497  73 ; 
•disbursements $1,479  98.  All  the  Grand  Officers  receive  mileage  and  per  diem; 
Grand  Recorder's  salary,  $200  00 ;  Foreign  Correspondence,  $50  00 ;  Grand 
-Commander,  expenses  during  the  year,  $50  00,  and  during  the  session  $25  00. 
This  Grand  Commandery  seems  to  believe  in  steel  plate  portraits  of  Grand 
Commanders,  reprinting  proceedings,  and  libraries,  and  other  items  of  very 
4audable  expenditure,  but  which  will  be  certain  to  keep  the  finances  from 
4iccumulating  in  the  treai^ury. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  by  Sir  Thomas  R.  Ercanbrack 
He  makes  this,  among  other  good  references,  to  our  last  Conclave:     "The 
valiant  Sir  Knights  of  Mississippi  lunched  at  the  expense  of  the  ladies  of 
Columbus,  partook  of  a  banquet,  on  the  same  terms,  with  DeMolay  Com- 
mandery, and  voted  to  try  the  hospitalities  of  Natchez  next  year." 

The  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  is  1260;  Knighted  during  the 
year,  164. 

Sir  John  Calvin  Pariah,  of  Des  Moines,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ; 
Sir  Wm.  B.  Langridge,  Muscatine,  Grand  Recorder.  Next  Conclave  at 
Davenport,  October  4th,  1877. 


KANSAS. 

The  eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Atchison,  May  4th,  1876.  Sir 
John  L.  Philbrick,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  J.  C.  Bennett,  acting  as  Grand 
Recorder.     Seven  of  the  eight  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  death  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander  Sir  Richard  R.  Rees  was  an- 
nounced. 

The  Grand  Commander  decided  that  "the  suspension  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  from  a  Chapter  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  said  Chapter  did  not  va- 
cate any  office  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  might  hold  in  a  Commandery  of 
KBigbtB  Templar,  but  simply  prevented  him  from  performing  the  duties  of 
such  office  .while  under  such  suspension.'*  Our  understanding  of  Grand  En- 
campment Edict  is  that  suspension  in  Lodge  or  Chapter  involves  forfeiture  of 
"all  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Commandery,  or  intercourse  with  the 
Order." 

The  Grand  Commandery  accepted  an  invitation  from  St.  Joseph  Com- 
ra.nndery.  No.  29,  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  visit  their  Commandery  on  theday  fol- 
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lowing,  and  partake  of  their  hospitalities  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration 
of  *'Holy  Thursday." 

A  lengthy  discussion  was  provoked  by  the  introduction  of  a  resolution 
that,  hereafter,  no  Sir  Knight  shall  be  received  as  the  accredited  Represen* 
tative  of  a  Grand  Commandery  who  holds  commission  from  one  or  more 
other  Grand  Commanderies.  The  subject  was  laid  over.  A  sensible  reso- 
lution, like  this,  should  have  been  adopted  without  debate.  The  idea  of 
any  one  Sir  Knight  representing  half  a  dozen  or  more  Grand  Commander- 
ies, is  calculated  to  bring  the  whole  Representative  system  into  ridicule. 
Let  whatever  of  compliment  or  honor  there  is  implied  in  it  be  uistributed. 
The  duties  are  so  very  onerous,  that  no  one  Sir  Knight  should  be  required 
to  take  care  of  more  than  one  commission. 

The  death  of  Sir  Knight  Richard  R.  Rees,  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
was  announced,  and  hearty  tribute  paid  to  his  memory. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  the  eight  Commanderies  in  the  jurisdiction 
to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  to  have  paid  in,  in  the  shape  of  dues, 
$572  55.  The  Grand  Treasurer  does  not  itemize  his  disbursements,  and 
hence  we  are  without  desired  information  on  some  points.  There  ap- 
pears to  have  been  quite  a  lively  discussion  on  a  proposition  to  allow  one 
representative  of  each  Commandery  mileage  and  per  diem,  and  to  levy  an 
assessment  on  the  subordinates  to  meet  the  additional  expense.  The  propo- 
sition was  rejected. 

An  excursion  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  agreed  upon,  and  a  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  transportation,  camp  and  garrison 
equippage. 

The  sum  of  $200  00  was  voted  to  Sir  Knight  Erasmus  T.  Carr  for  valua- 
ble services  rendered  by  him  as  Grand  Recorder  from  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Commandery.     A  substantial,  but  well-deserved  compliment. 

The  total  membership  of  this  judisdiction  is  341 ;  Knighted  during  the 
year,  48.    Value  of  property  owned  by  the  eight  Commanderies,  $6,250. 

Sir  Silas  E.  Sheldon,  of  Topeka,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ;  Sir 
Wyllys  C.  Ransom,  of  Lawrence,  Grand  Recorder.  Next  Conclave  at  To- 
peka, first  Tuesday  in  May,  1877. 


KENTUCKY. 

We  have  before  us,  in  a  gorgeous  cover,  and  elegant  style  generally,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Comman- 
dery, held  at  Georgetown,  May  10th,  1876.  Sir  Hiram  Bassett,  Grand 
Commander;  Sir  Lorenzo  D.  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder.  Sixteen  Com- 
manderies represented.  The  Grand  Commander  reports,  by  way  of  appen- 
dix to  his  Address,  a  "Code  of  Trial  on  Charges,"  and  acknowledges  indebt- 
edness to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  among  others,  for  valuable 
suggestions. 
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Tke  death  of  Past  Qrand  Commander  Rev.  P.  H  Jeffries  was  anuounced 
as  having  occurred  February  9th.  Memorial  pages  are  assigned  to  him,  and 
to  Sir  Knight  John  C.  Breckinridge,  who  died  May  17th,  1875,  and  also 
to  fourteen  other  Sir  Knights  less  distinguished,  but  fraternally  remem- 
bered. 

As  the  subject  of  uniformity  of  work  is  one  of  special  importance,  we 
quote  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  as  showing  how  an  ''au- 
thentic copy  of  the  work"  can  be  obtained.  It  isn't  every  Grand  Comman- 
dery  that  would  be  thus  candid : 

"Bstohedy  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Work  be  referred  to  the 
four  principal  Grand  Officers,  in  connection  with  Past  Grand  Commander 
Bassett ;  and  in  case  of  approval,  that  they  promulgate  the  same  for  the 
government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  ;  and  that  an  authentic  copy  of 
the  Work  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Eminent  Commander  of  each  Subordi- 
nate Commandery  in  this  jurisdiction,  at  the  expense  of  said  Commanderv ; 
and  that  each  Eminent  Commander  shall  obligate  himself  to  preserve  the 
Work  sacredly,  and  transfer  the  same,  with  a  similar  pledge,  to  his  succes- 
sor in  office." 

At  the  last  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  Sir  Knight  Fulson  was 
authorized  to  "procure  the  authorized  Work  of  the  Grand  Encampment  o^ 
the  United  States,"  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  submit  an 
''authentic  copy"  of  same  at  this  time. 

Thereceiptsof  the  year  amounted  to  $981  50;  the  disbursements  $995  32. 
The  only  officers  who  receive  compensation  are:  the  Grand  Recorder,  $75  00; 
Grand  Prelate,  $10  00;  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guards,  $15  00;  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  $100  00,  in  addition  to 
the  honor  of  the  thing.  We  notice,  with  special  pleasure,  an  appropriatioq 
of  $200  00  to  the  Masonic  Home. 

We  note  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  directing  the  Recorder  to  notify  all 
the  Grand  officers  to  return  the  jewels  belonging  to  the  Grand  Commandery! 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado  was  recognized. 

Sir  Knight  Charles  R.  WoodrulT  submitted  the  Report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence. He  refers  to  the  escort  of  the  Eastern  Star  Order  by  Koscius- 
ko Commandery,  as  a  "novel  incident,"  but  seems  to  commend  the  sequel, 
to-wit :  the  banquet,  the  dreams  of  Paradise,  etc.,  etc.  He  notes  that,  "with 
some  humorous  reflection,  in  a  self-deprecatory  tone.  Sir  E.  George  DeLap 
begins  a  pleasant  seventeen  page  report,  in  which  Kentucky,  1874,  is  done 
up  in  seven  full  measured  lines." 

Eighteen  Commanderies,  1129  members,  including  187  Knighted  during 
the  year. 

Sir  Samuel  S.  Parker,  of  Louisville,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  L.  D.  Cro- 
ninger,  of  Covington,  Grand  Recorder. 


LOUISIANA. 
Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave,  at  New  Orleans,  February  18th,  1876.    Sir 
Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  Grand  Commftnder ;  Sir  Gustavus  Sontag,  Grand  Re- 
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corder.    Five  Past  Grand  CommaMders,  and  six  other  Past  Grand  Officers, 
also  present,  and  the  Representatives  of  the  four  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander,  after  stating  that  he  had  granted  a  waiver  of 
jurisdiction  in  behalf  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  of  Natchez,  to  confer 
the  orders  on  several  (companions  residing  in  Tensas  Parish,  referred  to  the 
Grand  Commandery  the  petition  of  Grand  Commander  Cox  asking  a  gen- 
eral waiver  of  jurisdiction  in  behalf  of  Rosalie,  to  confer  the  orders  on 
Companions  residing  in  the  Parishes  of  Concordia  and  Tensas  "until  such 
time  as  a  Commandery  may  be  established  in  or  near  said  parishes,  or 
for  such  period  as  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Louisiana  might  be  pleased 
to  designate."  No  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  on  this  application. 
The  orders,  decisions,  and  official  acts  generally  of  the  Grand  Commander 
were  approved,  but  inasmuch  as  he  declined  to  make  any  order  on  the  ap- 
plication of  our  Grand  Commander,  non-action  by  the  Grand  Commandery 
is  equivalent  to  refusal.  We  must,  however,  appreciate  the  reluctance  of 
any  Grand  Body  to  grant  a  general  waiver  r.f  jurisdiction,  which  is  a  vir- 
tual surrender  of  territory. 

The  Grand  Commander  suggests  that  the  qualification  of  candidates 
should  be  increased  rather  than  diminished.  "None  but  those  from  their 
education,  social  position  and  conduct  as  Masons  are  entitled  toobtain  from 
the  outer  world  the  respect  due,  should  l»e  received."  He  favors  the  reten- 
tion of  the  by-law  requiring  the  applicant  to  be  six  mouths  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  in  addition  thereto,  he  would  have  a  lapse  of  two  years  from 
the  time  of  his  becoming  a  Master  Mason. 

He  reports  having  created  the  office  of  "Grand  Drill  Master,"  and  ap- 
pointed Sir  W.  L.  Stanford  to  the  office.  Approved,  and  the  Grand  Drill 
Master  voted  fifty  dollars  for  services. 

An  indebtedness  of  $475  00,  and  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  in  all 
$840  00,  was  provided  for  by  tipro  rata  assessment  on  the  four  Comman- 
deries. 

Sir  Knight  Soutag,  having  "determined  to  give  up  Masonic  offices," 
gracefully  retired  from  the  position  of  Grand  Recorder,  and  is  succeeded  by 
Sir  Knight  E.  E.  Adams. 

The  total  membership  is  403  ;  Knighted  during  the  year  20. 

The  Foreign  Correspondendence  Report  was  submitted  by  Sir  Knight 
Wm.  R.  Whitaker,  and  occupies  63  of  the  98  pages  of  the  pamphlet.  He 
must  have  had  considerable  experience  in  the  editorial  profession,  as  he  dis- 
plays consummate  skill  in  the  use  of  scissors  and  paste,  with  enough  spicy 
"leaded"  matter  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  solid  extracts.  He  refers,  of 
course,  to  the  Eastern  Star  "incident"  at  Kosciusko,  and  remarks  that 
Grand  Commander  Savery  evidently  enjoyed  the  reminiscence.  If  Sir 
Knight  Whitaker  is  the  gallant  and  appreciative  frater  that  we  think  he  is, 
he  would  have  enjoyed  it,  too,  and  might  also  have  laid  himself  liable  to  the 
soft  impeachment  of  "over-running  with  gushing  compliment." 
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Sir  Henry  Russell,  of  New  Orleans,  was  elected  Grand  Cummander,  Sirs 
Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  and  A.  Hero,  Jr.,  are  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Com- 
mittee. 


MAINE. 


The  Twenty-fifth  annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Portland,  May  3d,  1876. 
Sir  Seth  C.  Gordon  presiding  as  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Ira  Berry,  at  hi 
time-honored  post  as  Grand  Recorder.    Twelve  of  the  thirteen  Subordinate 
Commanderies  reprepresented.     A  largo  number  of  Past  Grand   Officers 
were  also  in  attendance. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports '^general  activity  among  the  various  Com. 
manderies."  He  decided  that  a  Sir  Knight  who,  '^on  account  of  age,  long 
experience,  eminent  services  to  the  institution,  or  his  Commandery  in 
particular,  is  made  an  honorary  member  of  his  own  Commandery,''  cannot 
retain  his  honorary  membership  if  he  voluntarily  withdraws  from  his  Com- 
mandery to  become  a  charter  member,  or  to  apply  for  actual  membership 
in  a  new  Commandery  organized  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  first  Com- 
mandery. 

The  Grand  Commander  refers  to  an  unfortunate  controversy  between  North 
Star  Commandery  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Lewiston  Commandery  in 
Maine.  A  Companion  named  Shehan,  living  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Lewiston,  took  his  orders  in  North  Star,  without  the  consent  of  Lewis- 
ton.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  New  Hampshire  required  North  Star  to 
tender  the  fees  to  Lewiston,  and  the  fees  were  tendered,  but  with  the  condi- 
tion that  Lewiston  should  ^'recognize  and  admit  to  all  Ma^-onic  privileges 
Sir  Knight  Shehan.  The  Committee  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
condemned  the  course  of  North  Star,  and  approved  the  course  of  Lewiston 
Committee  .in  declining  to  accept  the  fees  on  the  condition  stated. 

Sir  Knight  Ira  Berry  submitted  his  twentieth  report  as  Grand  Recorder, 
in  fifteen  lines.  His  experience  of  a  score  of  years  has  qualified  him  for 
saying  much  in  little.  When  he  was  first  elected,  there  were  only  three 
Commanderies  in  Maine,  and  less  than  one  hundred  members.  Now  there 
are  thirteen  Commanderies,  and  1551  members. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $479  60 — not  sufficient  for  current 
expenses.  The  Grand  Commandery  is  in  debt  to  its  Grand  Treasury,  and  a 
per  capita  assessment  of  25  cents  was  ordered  to  liquidate  the  same.  The 
Grand  Recorder  seems  to  be  the  only  Grand  Officer  who  receives  any  Com- 
pensation, and  he  $100  00  per  annum.  Sir  Knight  Berry  submitted  the 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  reports  Mississippi  for  1875  review- 
ed in  previous  Report,  and  for  1876  not  yet  received.  As  usual.  Sir  Knight 
Berry  has  a  complete  table  of  statistics,  from  which  we  summarize  as  follows: 

Grand  Commanderies  in  the  United  States 31 

Subordinate  Commanderies  in  tke  United  States 555 
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Number  ot  Members  in  the  United  States 46,235 

Number  of  Commanderies  in  Canada 19 

Number  in  England  and  Wales 113 

Sir  Knights  in  Canada 584 

Sir  Knights  in  England  and  Wales 1,916 

Total  in  world 48,735 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York  has  a  membership  of  7,577  ;  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  5,600 ;  Pennsylvania,  5,467 ;  Illinois,  3,414. 

The  total  number  of  Royal  Arch  Ma^nsin  the  United  States,  132,063; 
Master  Masons,  594,617. 

Sir  Josiah  H.  Drummond  presented  his  credentials  as  Representative  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  and  was  duly  welcomed  as  such. 
He  is  no  stranger  in  Maine,  nor  is  he  a  stranger  to  Mississippi.  We  felt 
sure  that  he  would  be  "welcomed"  by  our  fraters  of  Maine. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  re-elected.  Address  of  both, 
Portland. 


MARYLAND. 

The  Sixth  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was  held  at  Baltimore, 
May  10th,  1876.  Sir  William  T.  Adreon,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Charles 
Thomas  Sisco,  Grand  Recorder.    Four  Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  decided  that  it  only  required  a  majority  vote  and 
the  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander,  to  enable  a  member  of  a  Com- 
mandery under  dispensation  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the  list  of  member- 
ship, and  to  resume  his  status  as  a  member  of  a  chartered  Commandery. 
A  Commandery  Under  Dispensation  is  limited  in  its  authority  to  conferring 
the  Orders.  It  can  neither  elect  or  dimit  members ;  and  inasmuch  as  Sir 
Knight  Adreon  is  the  Grand  Representative  of  Mississippi,  we  take  the  lib- 
erty of  asking  for  more  light  from  this  "shooting  star"  of  his,  that  has 
"darted  across  our  Templar  sky."  He  also  decided  that  a  Commandery 
could  not  obtain  from  the  Court  an  act  of  incorporation,  "for  the  reason, 
that  being  an  incorporated  body,  it  would  have  a  legal  existence  indepen- 
dent of,  and  beyond  the  control  of  the  Grand  Commandery." 

He  recommended  the  publication  of  the  portraits  of  retiring  Grand  Com- 
manders in  the  Annual  Proceedings,  which  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  public  installation  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Commanderies, 
it  is  recorded  that  among  the  "distinguished  fraters  welcomed,"  was 
"Sir  Knight  G.  Wiley  Wells,  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi." 

The  receipts  of  the  year,  $981  00;  disbursements,  $785  79.  Cash  balance 
in  treasury,  $895  57.    Salary  of  Grand  Recorder,  $100  00. 

The  six  Commanderies  have  a  membership  of  688  ;  Knighted  during  the 
year,  84. 
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Memorial  pages  are  set  apart  to  Past  Commanders  Daniel  A.  Piper  and 
Charles  A.  Wailes. 

Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas  submitted  the  Foreign  Correspondence  in  a  carefully 
prepared  Report  of  sixty-seven  closely  printed  pages,  and  this,  after  a  consci- 
entious sense  of  duty  had  admonished  him  to  brevity,  and  to  "omit  whatever 
may  appear  superfluous."  It  is  his  "first  eflbrt,"  and  he  has  therefore  our 
personal  sympathy,  for  we  know  how  it  is  ourselves.  Had  he  taken  lessons 
from  Sir  Knight  DeLap,  he  might  have  omitted  not  only  much  that  was 
superfluous,  but  a  good  deal  that  was  material.  He  thus  refers  to  Sir  De- 
Lap's  Report : 

He  treats  of  Maryland  with  nine  lines,  styling  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Commander  "very  brief,"  and  stating  that  there  is  ''nothing  of  general  in- 
terest in  the  proceedings,"  and  this  too  after  Sir  Knight  Gouley  has  said  so 
much.  The  only  consolation  we  have  is  that  but  seven  lines  each  are 
devoted  to  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  to  Georgia  eight,  and  to  Connecticut 
the  same  number  as  ourselves. 

Sir  Grorgas.  reciprocatc-8  by  devoting  95  lines  to  Mississippi,  and  we  are 
now  trying  to  square  the  account.  Of  course,  in  saying  so  much,  he  neces- 
sarily referred  to  the  "incident"  at  Kosciusko.  He  notes  that  Grand  Com- 
mander Savery  is  a  good  disciplinarian,  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
brought  Cyrene  Commandery  to  task  about  discipline,  negligence,  drill  and 
ritual.  Perhaps,  he  continues,  they  "are  not  up  to  the  standard  necessary 
for  escorting  the  Star  Order." 

Sir  Robert  K.  Martin,  Baltimore,  was  elected  Grand  Commander ;  Sir 
Chas.  T.  Sisco,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder;  and  Sir  F.  J.  8.  Gorgas  contin- 
ued as  Chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 


MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND. 

We  liave  before  us  a  superbly  printed  pamphlet  of  142  pages,  containing 
the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island  for  the  year  ending  October  27,  1876.  The  Semi- Annual  Conclave 
was  held  at  Providence,  May  19th,  Sir  Henry  W.  Rugg,  Grand  Comman- 
der; Sir  Alfred  W.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder.  Twenty -six  Commanderies 
represented.  We  note  that  the  names  of  Representatives  of  Commanderies 
are  not  given. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  indicates  great  zeal  and  capacity  in 
his  station.  He  relates  a  novel  case  that  occurred  in  one  of  his  Comman- 
deries-T^Two  candidates  were  reported  upon,  favorably.  The  first  was 
rejected.  The  second  was  also  rejected,  but  in  ordering  another  ballot,  the 
£.  C.  suggested  that  the  friends  of  the  candidate  should  not  vote.  A  Sir 
Knight  protested  against  the  manner  of  the  vote.  The  Council  and  one 
other  member  voted,  and  just  as  the  ballot  was  closed,  and  in  charge  of  the 
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Master  of  Cavalry,  a  Sir  Knight  expressed  a  wish  to  vote,  and  was  lefused 
permission.  The  Grand  Commander  very  properly  decided  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding practically  destroyed  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  set  the  vote  aside, 
ordered  a  new  ballot,  and  all  the  members  to  be  notified,  and  on  the  next 
ballot  the  candidate  was  rejected.  Since  that  time,  considerable  work  ha» 
been  done,  and  the  Commandery  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  sixty-sixth  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  Boston,  October  27th. 
Twenty-eight  Commanderies  represented,  and  a  total  of  ninety-five  Sir 
Knights  in  attendance.  The  "Holy  Sepulchre,"  "Calvary,"  "Gethsemane," 
and  "Olivet,"  are  among  the  names  of  the  Commanderies. 

A  noble  tribute  appears  in  the  proceedings  to  the  memory  of  Piist  Grand 
Master  Sir  Winslow  Lewis. 

In  one  Commandery  it  appears  that  several  candidates  had  been  blacked 
because  they  had  not  taken  the  Council  degrees,  and  the  Grand  Commander 
was  asked  what  must  be  done  about  it;  and  he  held  that  while  the  ballot 
must  be  held  absolutely  sacred,  and  no  member  required  to  give  his  reasons 
for  an  adverse  vote,  yet  the  Council  degrees  not  being  in  that  jurisdiction  a 
prerequisite  to  the  Order  of  Knighthood,  such  a  qualification  should  not  be 
made  a  condition  in  voting  upon  applications. 

The  "Grand  Fund"  at  interest  amounts  to  $14,767  24.  The  receipts  for 
tfhe  year  $4,114  88.  IHsbursements,  $2906  99,  including  these  items:  Sal- 
aries $400  00;  Centennial  expenses $461  36;  stationary,  e^c,  $501  93;  ban- 
quets, $243  00;  charity,  $100  00;  printing  $863  08— which  latter  item  re- 
lieves our  surprise  at  the  elegance  of  the  printing,  steel  plate  portraits,  etc. 

There  are  39  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction,  There  is  not  a  number 
vacant  from  1  to  39.    The  total  membership  is  5,803. 

The  Grand  Recorder  mentions  that  his  Grand  Commandery  is  criticised 
adversely  for  not  having  a  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  in  some 
cases  is  very  briefly  reviewed  in  consequence  thereof,  but  nevertheless  is 
pleased  to  note  that  pleasant  relations  exist,  and  good  will  continues  to 
abound.  There  is  one  thing  to  be  said  for  tliis  Grand  Jurisdiction — that 
although  you  may  not  be  able  to  find  in  her  published  proceedings  what 
"all  the  world  and  the  rest  of  mankind,"  including  the  reportorial  corps,  are 
driving  at,  you  can  find  in  them  a  full  and  satisfactory  statement  of  Knight- 
hood within  its  bounds.  Codes  and  digests,  history,  biographical  sketches, 
and  steel  plate  portraits  make  such  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  expense 
and  space  usually  devoted  to  Foreign  Correspondence,  that  we  would  not 
have  the  heart  to  indulge  in  adverse  criticism,  even  had  we  not  stumbled 
upon  the  note  of  Sir  Knight  Chapman. 

The  Grand  Commander  decided  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  deprived  of 
his  left  arm,  could  not  properly  receive  the  Orders — the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment have  enacted  that  "the  loss  of  a  leg  or  an  arm  by  a  petitioner  dis- 
qualifies him."  He  also  held  as  void  the  election  of  a  Sir  Knight,  holding 
only  honorary  membership,  to  the  ofliceof  Eminent  Commander. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  re-elected. 
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MICHIGAN. 


Twentietli  Anuual  Conclave  held  at  Detroit,  June  Gtli,  187G.  Sir  8. 
i>.  Mathews,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Wm.  P.  Inne^s  Grand  Recorder. 
Twenty-nine  of  the  thirty  Commanderles  represented. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  calls  attention  to  *'a  bad  habit  ola  lew  of 
the  Recorders,  who  return  only  initials  of  the  Christian  names  of  their 
ohicers  and  member:*."     The, Committee  expatiates  on  the  subject  thusly  : 

Besides  the  incontestible  evidence  of  laziness  and  indifference  which  such 
returns  furnish,  their  value  as  records  for  the  purposes  of  identification  is 
seriously  impaired.  *'.T.  Smith"  is  common,  nud  insignificant  to  the  last 
degree.  "G.  W.  N.  B.  Jones"  may  be  sonorous  and  slightly  suggestive,  but 
"Jehosaphat  Smith,"  or  '*(feorge  Wash ingtcm Napoleon  Bonapart  Jones"  are 
4)t  oDce  peculiar  and  particular,  and  identify  the  individuals  who  bear  such 
appellations,  beyond  the  possibility  of  mistake.  Our  records  ought  to  be 
«uch  as  to  identify,  as  far  jis  possible,  the  ofticers  and  members  of  our  Coni- 
manderies,  and  to  that  end  no  means  is  better  adapted,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee,  than  the  preservation  of  christian  names  in  full. 

The  Crrand  Commander  reports  the  past  year  as  one  of  i>erfect  peace  and 
harmony.  He  pays  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memories  of  Past  Grand  Com- 
manders John  Clark  and  Irving  M.  Smith,  who  died,  the  first  in  February, 
and  the  second  in  April,  187G. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $1,881VH»;  disbursementn,  $1,728,- 
16,  including  $280,50  to  Past  (fraud  Commanders  and  (fraud  officers,  and 
$543,70  to  members  of  Grand  Commandery. 

It  appears  that  on  some  former  occasion,  a  Past  (Jrand  CommanderV 
Jewel  was  voted  to  Sir  Ellery  I.  Garfield,  who  declined  to  accept  it  at  the 
time,  because  of  the  financial  ejtnbarrassment  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 
Now,  however,  the  Grand  Treasurer  re|)orts  cash  on  hand  $741,04,  and  Sir 
Knight  Spf  ulding  "in  a  few  well  chosen  remarks,"  brought  that  matter 
hefore  the  Grand  Body,  and  the  Grand  R3corder  was  ordered  to  procure 
and  present  the  jewel.  Sir  Knight  Atwater,  in  the  same  spirit  of  liberal 
appreciation,  moved  that  a  suitable  jewel  be  also  presented  the  retiring 
Grand  Commander,  Sir  Solomon  S.  Mathews;  and  this  being  unanimously 
agreed  to.  Past  Grand  Commander  Armstrong  modestly  moved  to  the 
front  and  proposed — 

That  this  Grand  Body  will,  as  fast  as  its  financial  ability  i)ermits,  furnish 
to  those  Past  Grand  Commanders  who  have  not  already  received  them,  me- 
mentoes of  our  love  and  esteem  ;  commencing  from  **the  oldest  even  unto 
the  youngest,"  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the 
above  preamble  and  resolution,  tnis  Grand  Body  do  now  vote  to  P.  G.  C. 
♦Sir  Knight  Wm.  P.  Innes,  a  suitable  jewel  of  the  same  kind  and  character 
as  those  heretofore  voted  at  this  session  to  P.  (f.  C.*s  Garfield  and  Mathews; 
and  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to  procure  the  same. 

Which  was,  also,  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  inasmuch  as  Sir  Knight 
Innes  happens  to  be  the  Grand  Recorder,  it  is  lioped  he  will  not  be  t<M> 
modest  about  carrying  out  the  order  of  his  Grand  Coniman<lery. 

The  presentation  of  jewels  is  a  very  kind  way  of  expressing  appreciation, 
iind  will  prove  a  most  excellent  text  of  "financial  ability." 
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Grand  Recorder  Innes  was  voted  two  hundred  dollars  for    service?^ 

The  "Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence" —  of  whom  composed  it 
doth  not  appear — submitted  a  readable  report,  occupying  88  of  the  136- 
pages  of  the  pamphlet.  In  commenting  on  Grand  Commander  Sa verves- 
reference  to  the  uniform  question,  and  his  suggestion  that  "this  vexed 
cjuestion  was  settled  in  New  Orleans  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,"  the- 
writer  "hardly  knows  whether  Sir  Knight  Savery  means  that  as  a  joke  or 
not."  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  review  is  complimented  as  "well  written  and 
pains  taking." 

The  thirty  Commanderies  have  an  aggregate  membership  of  2,337,  or  an 
average  membership  of  nearly  78.     Knighted  during  the  year,  160. 

Sir  Samuel  C.  Randall,  of  Flint,  elected  (trand  ('ommander;  Sir  \Vni. 
P.  Innes,  re-olec'«:ed  (J rand  Uocorder. 


MINNESOTA. 

The  Eleventh  Grand  Conclave  was  held  at  St.  Paul,  June  24th,  187G.  Sir  B. 
H.  Laugley,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierton,  acting  as  Grand  Re- 
corder.    Five  Commanderies  represented. 

The  proceedings  for  1876  had  been  sent  out  in  an  incomplete  state,  as  if 
the  Grand  Recorder  had  abandoned  his  post,  without  ceremony  or  explana- 
tion. In  the  proceedings  now  under  examination,  we  find  the  following 
remarkable  letter  of  "resignation"  from  that  Sir  Knight: 

Washington,  D.  C.,  March  1st,  1876. 
R.'.  E.\  B,  H.  Ixingley,  G.\  C.*.,  d'c,  WinonUy  Minn.: 

Dr.  Sir  Knt.:  I  hereby  resign  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder,  if  that  is 
legal — if  not,  you  can  declare  the  office  vacant,  as  will  not  likely  be  back 
l>efore  the  Annual  Conclave.  I  directed  Mr.  McGill  to  turn  Proceedings^ 
&c.,  to  Bro.  Pierson.  I  would  suggest  his  appointment  as  (f.\  R.*.,  and  let 
him  write  up  Report  as  Appendix,  and  I  will  balance  of  minutes  as  soon 
as  ray  books  and  papers  come,  which  will  bo  in  a  few  days.  I  am  now  out 
of  office,  and  will  straighten  up  Masonic  affairs  as  soon  as  possible,  and  do  not 
want  any  more  in  me,  if  you  please. 

Hafetily  and  courteously,  E.  I>.  B.  Porter. 

The  Grand  Commander  thus  states  the  case  : 

I  accepted  his  resignation,  and  appointed  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  who  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  to  the  present  time. 

I  was  in  doubt  what  course  to  pursue,  relative  to  the  letter  of  the  Grand 
Recorder.  The  Annual  Conclave  was  held  June  24th,  1875,  the  proceedings 
were  brief,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  they  c(mld  not  have  ljK?en  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer  within  ten  days  after  the  close  of  the  session.  I 
wrote  the  Grand  llecorder  several  times  urging  him  to  have  the  proceeding.s 
printed  as  soon  as  possible,  but  received  no  reply,  until  in  August,  when  I 
received  a  proof  of  my  address,  and  the  preliminary  proceedings  of  the 
session.  I  waited  quite  a  length  of  time,  and  then  wrote  the  Grand  Re- 
corder several  times  again,  to  which  I  never  received  any  reply.  Some 
time  after,  I  saw  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  he  promised  me  that'  the  pro- 
ceedings should  be  out  forthwith.     After  the  proof  was  sent   back,   I  find 
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the  printing  ceased,  the  type  was  kept  standinfi:  for  several  months.  Tlio 
bill  lor  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  presented  at  this  session.  By  letter,  and 
by  personal  application,  I  time  and  again  urged  the  (irand  Kecorder  Xi> 
I'umish  copy  to  the  printer,  in  hopes  that  the  proceedings  ol  the  last  An- 
nual Conclave  woula  be  written  up,  as  promised.  On  January  13th,  1870^ 
in  company  with  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  I  visited  the  late  Grand 
Recorder,  at  his  own  house,  at  which  time  he  promised  us  botb,  upon  hiy 
honor  as  a  Templar,  that  he  would  write  up  the  proceedings  for  theprinter^s 
hands  within  three  days,  or  he  would  place  the  notes  in  the  hands  of  8ir 
Knight  Pierson,  for  him  to  make  ready  for  the  printer.  He  also  acknowl- 
edge that  he  had  money  in  his  hands.  I  left  in  his  post-e^sion  a  letter 
from  the  G.*.  G.'.  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  which  he  promised  should  at  once  be  nttendect  to,  which  has  never 
l)een  done.  I  accepted  his  resignation  rather  than  deposing  him,  as  1 
would  have  been  fully  warranted  in  doing.  Recognizing  the  impor.ancc 
of  preservinc:  the  proceedings  of  our  Annual  Conclaves,  I  have  written  the 
late  Grand  Recorder  for  them,  and  have  endeavored  to  obtain  the  manu- 
script through  other  parties — the  Grand  Master  of  the  United  »StateE — 
but  without  avail. 

Again,  of  all  the  moneys,  amounting  tc  quite  a  large  sum,  paid  in  by 
the  Subordinate  Commanderies  at  the  last  session,  not  one  dollar  has  been 
paid  to  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  no  account  has  been  rendered. 

Again,  Sir  E.  D.  B.  Porter  was  elected  Grand  Recorder  in  1872,  no  re- 
turns of  Subordinate  Commanderies  are  to  be  found  since  he  came  into 
oflSce. 

The  refusal  to  give  up  the  records  of  our  last  Annual  Conclave,  to  ac- 
count for  moneys  received,  and  to  turn  over  the  returns,  to  say  nothing  of 
other  derelictions,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  grave  offenses,  deserving  dis- 
cipline. 

A  special  committee,  to  whom  the  case  of  Sir  Knight  Porter  was  referred, 
disposed  of  it  in  the  following  report,  which,  **after  full  and  free  discus- 
sion," was  adopted: 

That  we  find  the  charges  therein  contained  fully  substantiated  by  facts — 
in  other  words,  that  he  is  a  defaulter  to  this  Grand  Commandery  in  a  con- 
siderable amount;  that,  having  repeatedly  promised  to  turn  over  to  his  suc- 
cessor in  office  the  records  and  proceedings  of  last  Grand  Annual  Conclave, 
he  still  keeps  them  from  us  to  serve  his  own  private  purposes,  and  thereby 
hide  his  shame;  that  he  has,  through  the  denant  and  insulting  manner  in 
which  he  has  replied  to  the  courteous  communications  of  his  superiors, 
fully  demonstrated  his  unworthiness  to  wear  Knightly  honors;  and  we  there- 
fore recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Sir  E.  D.  B.  Porter,  late  Grand  Recorder  of  this  Grand 
Commandery,  is  hereby  expelled  from  all  rights  and  privileges  of  this 
Order  of  Christian  Knighthood. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  com- 
municate the  action  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  all  its  Subordinate  Grand  Com- 
manderies, and  to  Sir  E.  D.  B.  Porter. 

Sir  Knight  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  hjts  displayed  great  industry  in  getting  the 
records  and  financial  affairs  out  of  the  confusion  into  which  they  had  been 
thrown  by  his  predecessor,  and  under  his  skillful  administration  of  the 
iiffice  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  Grand  Commandery  will  promptly  rally  from 
the  shock  which  it  has  sustained. 
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We  notice  that  Sir  Knight  Corson,  while  admitting  tliat  **there  can  be 
no  question  of  this  man'a  guilt,  and  that  he  merits  condign  punishment/* 
disapproves  of  his  expulsion  without  due  trial  and  conviction.  Well,  in  an 
aggravated  case,  like  this,  the  "short  form"  of  discipline  is  the  most  prac- 
tical. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  providing  that  "hereafter  no  Companion  shall 
receive  the  Order  of  K  *.  T.\.  nor  shall  any  ununiformed  Sir  Knight  become 
aHiliatcd  in  this  jurisdiction  until  he  shall  have  Hrst  deposited  with  the 
Recorder  a  sum  sufficient  to  secure  a  regulation  equipment,  as  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  1862.'* 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Keport  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Knight  Pier- 
son.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  "the  finances  are  at  so  low  an  ebb  that 
the  printing  of  the  prmeedings  alone  will  absorb  every  dollar  in  the 
treasury,  and  the  (irand  Recorder  will  be  obliged  to  go  'on  tick*  for  any 
more  printing,"  he  devotes  two  pages  of  space,  so  valuable  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  Mississippi.     Of  Sir  Knight  DeLap's  Re()ort,  he  says : 

The  Report  has  a  kind  of  "I  don't  care  a  continental  what  you  think  of 

me — I  will  sav  what  I  think,  .anvhow" — about  it,  that  is  i»eculiarlv  re- 

i     *  I 

freshing.  * 

[n  alluding  to  Grand  Commander  Savery's  address,  he  notes : 

The  Grand  Commander  says  : 

Immediately  following  the  close  of  the  Qrand  Chaprer  Onler  of  Eastern  Star, 
Attala  Chapter,  No.  16.  of  that  order  was  opened  under  ilio  supervision  of 
Cirand  Matron  Annie  T.  Clark,  acting  Worthy  Matron  of  said  Chapter.  The 
Sir  Knights  of  Kosciusko  Commandery  were  then  paradeuin  the  G rami  Chapter 
Hall— 

We  stop  right  in  the  middle,  as  we  cannot  remark  upon  the  matter 
without  deviating  from  the  rules  governing  us  in  the  preparation  of  this — 
paper. 

The  ten  Commanderies  have  a  total  membership  of6(K»;  Knighted  during 
the  year,  41. 

Sir  Delos  A.  Monfort,  of  St.  Paul,  elected  (Jrand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T. 
C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder. 


MISSOURI. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  Was  held  at  St.  lx>uis.  October  3d,  187«». 
Sir  Jno.  C.  Bloomfield,  Grand  Commander;  and  Sir  Gouley  being  absent 
on  account  of  severe  illness,  another  Goodfellow,  whose  first  name  is  David, 
officiated  as  Grand  Recorder.  Fifty-five  Sir  Knights  were  present  as 
the  Representatives  of  twenty-five  of  the  twenty-nine  Commanderies  in  the 
Jurisdiction.  Several  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders 
were  also  present. 

Three  new  Commanderies  were  constituted  during  the  year. 
11  Grand  Commander  decided  that  a  Companion  could  not  petition  for  the 
Orders  with  the  understanding  that  he  could  "tyle  out"  the  fee,  which  the 
regulations  require  "shall  be  paid  l)efore  the  Orders  are  conferred." 
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DispeUdutions  to  Comnianderies  to  appear  in  public  bad  been  refused  in 
all  cases,  except  where  invitations  had  been  extended  to  them  to  act  as 
escorts  to  Masonic  bodies.  One  Coraniandery  had,  however,  without  leave 
or  license,  or  without  the  fear  of  the  Grand  Commander,  or  the  Edicts  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  before  its  eyes,  appeared  in  public  parade  in  a 
sister  Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Commander  urged  the  enactment 
of  "such  laws  as  will  effectually  stop  the  practice  of  individual  Sir  Knights 
appearing  in  public  in  the  costume  of  the  Order,  or  any  distinctive  part 
thereof,  except  upon  such  occasions  as  prescribed  by  law."  He  further  re- 
marks : 

"  It  is  no  unuusual  occurrence  to  see  members,  long  after  or  lony, 
l)efore  our  meetings  or  parades,  upon  the  streets  or  in  other  public  places ; 
and  instances  are  known  where  they  have  visited  saloons  and  participated 
in  the  pastimes  incident  thereto,  clad  in  the  full-dress  uniform  of  the 
Knight  Templar.  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  hurt  which  is  caused  by 
such  misconduct  of  members,  that  those  who  are  looked  to  lor  its  defenee 
and  upholding,  should  so  far  forget  their  duty  and  those  sacred  trusts  im- 
posed on  them,  as  to  throw  dishonor  and  disrepute  upon  the  Order,  is  a  spec- 
tacle which  should  challenge  the  severest  reprobation.  The  Asylum  or  one's 
home  is  the  proper  armory  for  the  equipment  and  costume  of  the  Knight 
Templar.'- 

The  Grand  Commander  suggests  that  it  does  not  contribute  to  the  uni- 
formity or  beauty  of  the  Ritual  to  "  interlace  the  conferring  of  Orders  with 
quotations  from  Byron,  Shakespeare,  or  others."  We  once  knew  an  E.*.  C.\ 
in  Mississippi  who  did  not  seem  to  think  the  work  was  well  done  unless  he 
qiu»ted  Grey's  Elegy  in  full. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  were  $967.00,  which  added  to  balance  on  hand, 
made  a  total  of  $4,16J^.71  subject  to  disbursement.  The  warrants  drawn 
amounted  to  $1,529.02,  including  $150.00  for  (frand  Drill  Master;  $300.00 
for  Grand  Recorder ;  $420  for  printing  pro<vedinirs;  Grand  Commander's 
Fund,  $143.00. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee,  reporting  on  the  Address  of  Grand  Com- 
mander,— "  hold  that  when  Sir  Knights  sign  a  petition  for  a  dispensation 
and  become  active  members  of  the  Commandery  Under  Dispensation,  and 
if  said  new  Commandery  is  never  chartered,  then  the  petitioners  shall  be 
lield  not  to  have  dissolved  membership  in  their  old  Commandery  where 
they  were  members  before  signing  the  petition.  We  further  recommend 
that  said  members  be  required  to  pay  dues  to  the  new  Commandery  while 
Tndcr  Dispensation  and  not  to  the  old  Commandery." 

**  Welch's  Tactics  and  Drill,"  a  work  exemplified  before  Grand  Encamj>- 
ment  of  the  United  States  in  1865,  was  adopted,  except  the  manner  ol 
forming  triangle  in  the  Asylum — the  triangle  now  in  general  use  in  Mis- 
sion ri  being  preferred. 

A  new  Grand  Commandery  Standard,  not  to  cost  exceeding  $300.00,  was 
ordered. 

Sir  Knight   Gouley  submitted    his   tenth    Annual   Report  on  Foreign 

-Correspondence,  reviewing     the  proceedings  of  twenty  Grand  Comman- 

*leries.     Those  of  Mississippi,  and    ten  others,  had  not  reached  him.     He 
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cxi>ected  t(>  have  reviewed  them  iii  a  "supplement,"  but  had  so  mucli 
official  \vor1{,  and  so  little  strength,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  discharge 
what  would  have  been  a  pleasant  duty.  He  concludes  his  apologetic  post- 
script with  the  hope  of  "better  luck  next  time."  But,  alas!  we  have 
read  his  last  review.  The  "time"  for  his  next  will  never  come  Thslt 
generous  heart  and  fertile  brain,  and  never-tiring  pen,  that  were  constantly 
<'mployed  in  the  cause  of  the  craft  and  humanity  at  large,  have  ceased  their 
labors.  The  awful  calamity  of  the  burning  of  the  St.  Louis  Hotel,  on  the 
night  of  April  11th,  1877,  will  bo  remembered  chiefly  because  Georok 
FuAXK  (fOULEY  was  onc  of  its  victims.  There  is  not  a  Grand  Secretary  or 
Grand  llecorder,  or  member  of  the  Reportorial  Corps  in  all  the  land  who 
does  not  feel  personally  bereaved.  The  craft  at  large  have  sustained  a  los.s 
which  is  keenly  ielt,  and  of  which  fitting  expression  will  be  made  as  each 
Grand  Body  meets,  and  as  each  correspondent  will  meet  Missouri  in  his 
review.  Let  us  endeavor  to  imitate  his  many  good  qualities  of  head  aud 
heart,  so  that  when  our  task  is  ended,  by  either  gradually  and  peacefully 
ilescendiiig  to  the  tomb,  or  by  being  huddenly  called  at  a  time  when  our 
work  Hecms  but  half  finished,  we  may  merit,  in  some  degree,  the  fraternal 
i»ud  |)ersonal  regard  in  which  George  Frank  (Jouley  was  enshrined  in  the 
heart?*,  as  he  will  ever  be  in  the  memories,  of  his  fratcrs. 

Sir  Fred.  B.  Young,  of  Columbia,  was  elected  (Jrand  Commander;  and 
Sir  John  W.  Luke,  has  since  baen  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  Grand 
Recorder,  to  which  Sir  (jouley  had  again  beeii  elected. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  show  a  total  membership  ot  131 '> ;  created  lOJi. 


NEBRASKA. 
The  Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Omaha,  April  25th,  187G.  Sir 
Uolland  Hector  Oakley,  Grand  C'ommander ;  Sir  Wm.  R.  Bowen,  Grand 
Recorder.  Six  Commanderies  represented.  The  proceedings  are,  as  usual, 
gotten  up  with  great  clerical  skill,  and  are  a  credit  to  the  printing  art.  A 
i-»te.el-plate  frontispiece  of  Grand  Commander,  and  an  illuminated  title- 
page  are  embellishments  in  which  we  would  not  have  the  temerity  to  In- 
<lulge;  but  Sir  Knight  Bowen  seems  to  have  it  all  his  own  way.  The 
Grand  Commander  has  a  youthful,  but  intelligent,  "  born  to  command  "  a|>- 
pearance.  When  a  Grand  Body  secures  a  presiding  officer  as  good  looking 
as  he,  its  vanity  in  passing  him  around  may  well  be  pardoned.  Another 
Grand  Commandery  that  shall  be  nameless,  might,  with  great  propriety,  dt» 
as  Nebraska  has  done.  But  in  addition  to  this  exhibit  of  appreciation,  a 
more  substantial  testimonial  was  voted.  Since  writing  tlie  above,  we  dis- 
cover that  Sir  Oakley  is  the  Grand  Representative  of  Mississippi,  which 
may,  in  part,  account  for  his  popularity  in  Nebraska;  but  since  writing 
the  last  three  lines,  we  have  made  a  still  further  discovery,  that  he  had  re- 
signed his  commission  as  Representative  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi,  and  had  accepted  an  appointment  from  the  Grand  Commandery 
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-of  New  York  I  Well,  we  have  no  more  to  say  on  that  particular  subject, 
except  to  note  that  the  sensible  rule  of  any  one  Sir  Knight  being  ineligible 
ibr  more  than  one  commission,  seems  to  obtain  in  Nebraska. 

From  the  following,  it  appears  that  Grand  Representatives  are  to  be  made 
useful  as  well  as  ornamental  in  Nebraska  : 

Raoltedy  That  Representatives  of  other  (fraud  Commanderies  residing 
near  this  Grand  Commandery  be,  and  th3  same  are  hereby,  requested,  each, 
to  prepare  and  present,  at  each  regular  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand 
Commandery,  a  complete  or  epitomized  report  of  the  legislation  and  impor- 
unt  decisions  of  the  (rrand  Jurisdiction  of  which  he  is  a  Representative. 

Mississippi  adopted  a  regulation  similar  to  this  a  few  years  since,  but  if 
any  Grand  Representative  has  ever  made  a  report  in  obedience  thereto,  it 
must  have  been  when  the  Grand  Recorder  was  not  on  duty. 

It  appears  that  the  Grand  Commandery  had  voted  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
-dred  dollars  to  to  the  Grand  Recorder  to  meet  certain  expenses.  The  Grand 
Recorder,  however,  honored  the  appropriation  out  of  his  own  funds,  and  at 
the  last  Grand  Conclave,  they  wanted  u»  reimburse  him,  but  he  declined, 
And  took  his  pay  out  in  a  vote  of  thanks.  We  knew  before  that  he  was  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place. 

We  find  no  Report  on  Foreign  Curri'spondence. 

The  seven  Commanderies  have  a  t4>tal  membership  of  808.  Knighted 
during  the  year,  35 ;  dues,  $334.00. 

Sir  Charles  F.  Catlin,  of  Omaha,  was  elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
Wm.  R.  Bowen,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 


NEW  HAMl^SHIRE. 

The  pioceedings  of  the  Grand  Conclave  held  at  Concord,  September  28, 
1875,  is  the  latest  from  this  Grand  Commandery.  Sir  Joseph  W.  Fellows 
presided  as  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  A.  Harris  was  at  his  post  as 
(rrand  Recorder.  Nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  represented.  Three 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  proxies  for  three  Past  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
manders and  one  Past  Grand  Generalissimo  were  in  attendance. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Commander  occupies  fourteen  of  the  twenty-seven 
pages  of  the  pamphlet.  He  refers,  in  a  congratulatory  tone,  to  the  settle- 
ment, ''  substantially  in  our  favor,'^  of  the  costume  question  at  the  Grand 
Encampment,  at  New  Orleans.  *^  By  the  construction  which  had  been 
given  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  we  who  had  the  black  uniform 
were  excluded  from  wearing  our  costume  and  obliged  to  appear  in  citizen:^' 
-dress  on  all  occasions.  We  were  very  courteously  invited  to  join  in  the 
^rand  jiarade,  and  the  regulation  uniform  was  tendered  for  our  use,  but 
respectfully  declined.  The  large  majority  of  Knights  were  opposed  to  al- 
lowing the  black  costume  to  be  worn  at  all,  save  by  those  who  possessed 
it  at  the  date  of  the  so-called  regulation,  and  not  a  few  were  determined  to 
-exclndc  it  altogether  find  forever."    But  the  Grand  Commander  notes  that 
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*'  this  controversy,  which  involved  the  i>ermanency  of  the  Grand  EncHmp- 
ment,"  was  disposed  ot  in  a  "  truly  magnanimous  spirit." 

The  Grand  Commander  deprecates  the  wearing  of  Knight  Templar  regalin 
when  Order  of  Red  Cross  is  conferred.  He  pronounces  it  *'  a  glaring  and 
ordinarily  inexcusable  fault.** 

The  reprinting  of  the  old  proceedings  is  earnestly  recommended,  but  the 
plan  of  individual  or  Commandery  subscriptions  will  not  raise  the  needful. 

The  death  roll  for  the  year  ending  August  31st,  1875,  contains  the  names 
of  fourteen  Sir  Knights,  including  Past  Grand  Recorder  Horace  Chase,  8G 
years;  Harrison  G.  Harris,  Past  Grand  Junior  Warden,  85  years;  Thos.  J. 
Sanborn,  Grand  Prelate,  70  years;  Daniel  Balch,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
78  years. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $654.00;  disbursement*,  $580.00; 
balance  in  treasury,  $324.50.  The  Grand  Ilecorder*s  salary  wiw  fixed  at 
$100.00. 

The  nine  Commanderies  have  a  membership  of  lOOG.  Knighted  during 
the  year,  57. 

.Sir  Solon  A.  Carter,  of  Keene,  was  elected  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  John 
A.  Harris;  of  Concord,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

\  p<'stcript  informs  us  that  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for 
1875  and  1876,  will  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  1876.  We  hope 
they  will  not  spoil  by  keeping.  An  application  of  **  Davenport*s  Balm 
Preserving  Process,"  would  doubtless  keep  them  fresh  and  spicy  until  the 
next  Centennial. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Concl.ive,  held  at  Camden, 
September  12th,  1876,  make  a  neat  and  carefully  prepared  pamphlet  of  124 
|)ages,  in  opening  which  we  are  greeted  with  a  steel-plate  portrait  of  Past 
(irand  Commander  John  Woolverton,  who  is  the  Representative  of  the 
<Trand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  We  do  not  suppose,  however,  that  the 
lompliment  was  paid  him  on  that  account.  Sir  Wm.  L.  Newell  presided 
as  Grand  Commander;  and  Sir  Thomas  J.  Corson,  of  course,  as  Grand 
Recorder.  Ten  of  the  eleven  Commanderies  were  represented.  Quite  a 
number  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  and  the  proxies  of  others,  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander  called  attention  to  the  system  of  voting  in  that 
(Jrand  Commadery,  /.  <?.,  "  by  permitting  a  member  to  use  the  votes  of  any 
or  all  of  his  associate  officers  in  hi«  Subordinate  Commandery,  in  the  form 
of  proxy,'*  and  thus,  "  by  a  process  of  electioneering,  one  or  two  individuals^ 
could  carry  the  Grand  Commandery  in  their  pocket.  He  recommended 
that  steps  l)e  taken  to  abolish  this  "  dangerous  power.'* 

The  special  committee,  to  which  this  subject  was  referred,  rej^rted  . 

That  there  is  nothing  that  they  can  find  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Statues,  Rules  and  Regulations 
i)f  this  (irand  Bady,  forbidding  one  Sir  Knight  holding  various  proxies  in 
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accordance  with  the  requirements  aet  forth,  which  distinctly  state  that 
•*8aid  proxy"  must  be  "at  the  time  of  service  a  member  of  the  same  sub- 
ordinate Conimandery  as  his  principal.'' 

The  proposition  that  the  proxy  has  the  power  to  appoint  another  to  rep- 
resent said  proxy;  also,  that  a  Commandery  can,  upon  retirement  from  the 
Grand  Body,  appoint  a  member  of  another  Commandery  to  represent  them, 
are  entirely  erroneous,  and  your  Committee  recommend  that  such  action 
be  taken  by  this  trrand  Body  a:  will  prevent  this  irregular  use  of  proxies. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commmande/,  Grand  Generalissimo  and  Grand 
Captain  General,  each  submitted  a  report,  and  each  appears  to  have  found 
:«mething  to  do,  and  to  have  done  it  well. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $1,119.50 ;  disbursements,  $1,279.50. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  claims  a  balance  of  $117.50  as  due  him.  He  is  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  A  Grand  Treasurer  who  will  not  cash  all 
warrants  drawn  upon  him,  and  thus  protect  the  good  name  of  his  Grand 
(.'ommandery,  should  retire  from  the  position.  We  felt  sure  that  Sir 
Knight  Bechtel  would  be  re-elected,  and  so  it  apiwars  on  page  34. 

In  view  of  the  '*  financial  resources"  of  the  Grand  ('ommandery,  the 
<'onimitteeon  Finance  and  Charity  '*  are  glad  to  notice  that  none  of  the  offi- 
cers have  presented  bills,  except  for  official  visititions  U,  subordinate  Com- 
manderies,"  and  rccjmm3nded  **  that  hereafter  only  the  actual  expenses  of 
the  Council  officers  bo  allowed,  excepting  for  salaries,  already  provided  for 
by  resolution,  or  that  may  be  specially  allowed." 

A  motion  having  been  made  directing  the  Grand  Recorder  to  publish 
the  names  all  members  of  subordinate  Commanderies,  an  amendment 
leaving  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  l{ec(»rder  was 
adopted.  This  "discretion"  was  exercised  to  the  exclusion  of  the  names, 
and  if  the  New  Jersey  »Sir  Knights  arc  satisfied  we  ought  to  be.  Perhaps 
eighty  pages  of  Forei«5n  ( -arrespondence  from  the  experienced  pen  of  Sir 
Knight  Corson  may  suit  them  better.  The  twelve  Commanderies,  with  an 
aggregate  membership  of  1,212,  would  not  have  occupied  many  pages,  and 
would  be  a  valuable  record  to  that  jurisdiction  at  least. 

The  Report  on  Foreijrn  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  good  reading,  and 
abounds  in  truth  aitdp't'ttij.  In  a  felicitonn  stylo,  p?culiarly  his  own>  he 
gives  us  the  cream  of  all  the  **  transaction?*.'*  If  wc  cannot  imitate,  we  can 
at  least  admire  the  work  of  one  so  experienced  and  capable  in  the  profes- 
Mon.  We  passed  through  Trenton  last  year,  and  inquired  of  a  railroad 
official  at  the  depot  if  he  knew  Dr.  Cjrson,  and  he  replied,  *M),  yes,  sir — 
he's  a  big  Mason."  H3  seenn  to  let  his  light  shine  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad. 

Sir  Knight  Corson  was  voted  $100  for  preparing  the  report.  In  some 
jurisdictions,  the  greatest  brevity  secures,  if  not  the  largest  pay,  the 
largest  thanks.  As  we  are  reviewing  '*  for  the  honor  of  the  thing,"  we  take 
it  lor  granted  that  want  of  time  and  material  must  determine  our  limit.  It 
i-*  a  fine  thing  to  ba  untrameled,  especially  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Sir  Geo.  Scott,  of  Patterson,  elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thomas  .J. 
Corson,  Grand  Recorder. 
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We  have  before  u»  for  review,  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
for  1875  and  1876.  The  Conclave  for  1875  was  held  at  Rochester,  in  Oeto^ 
ber,  and  should  have  been  reviewed  by  our  predeceasor,  and  doubtless 
would  have  been  had  the  proceedings  been  received,  As  we  have  no  relish 
for  "  unfinished  business,"  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-third  Annual  Con- 
clave, held  in  New  York,  in  October,  1876,  claims  our  space.  Sir  Charles 
Roome  presided  as  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Robert  Macoy  was  on  duty 
as  Grand  Recorder.  Fifty-one  Commanderies  were  represented.  Eight 
Past  Grand  Commanders  honored  the  occasion  and  themselves,  by  being 
present.  **  Grand  Representatives"  were  also  hand  from  twenty-one  Juris- 
dictions, but  what  they  said  or  did  in  that  official  relation  during  the  en- 
tire session,  does  not  appear.  We  hope  that  Sir  Knight  Macoy,  who  is  an 
expert  in  the  preparation  of  rituals,  orders  of  business,  etc.,  will  device 
some  plan  by  which  the  "Grand  Representatives  "  can  be  put  to  work,  and 
made  useful  as  well  as  ornamental.  If  one  of  them  has  ever  made  a  report 
to  ot  from  his  Grand  Commandery,  it  has  escaped  our  attention. 

From  the  decisions  of  Grand  Commander,  we  quote: 

9.  Eminent  Mjisonic  authorities  concur  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  improper 
for  a  Masonic  body  to  parade  on  other  than  exclusively  Masonic  occasions. 
For  this  reason,  however  willing  I  am  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  gallant 
dead,  I  felt  obliged  to  refuse  permission  to  a  Commandery  to  act  as  escort 
on  **  Decoration  Day." 

11.  An  assessment  upon  the  membership  to  pay  the  expenses  of  an  enter- 
tainment can  not  be  maintained.  Entertainments,  though  pleasant,  are 
not  necessary  to  our  Templar  existence,  and  their  cost  must  therefore  be 
defrayed  voluntarily. 

13.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  only,  by  Lodge  or  Chapter,  does 
not  affect  the  standing  of  a  Knight  Templar.  (See  last  paragraph  on  page 
18  of  the  Statutes.) 

"  For  knightly  courtesy  offered,  and  timely  assistance  rendered,"  the 
Grand  Commander  expresses  his  obligation  to  his  associate  Grand  Officers, 
and  especially  to  the  **  venerable  Grand  Recorder."  But  a  more  youthful 
"  venerable"  than  Sir  Knight  Robert  Macoy  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

Sir  Knight  Macoy  in  submitting  his  report,  refers  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
completed  twenty-five  years  of  continuous  service  in  the  office  of  Grand 
Recorder,  and  he  gives  some  interesting  reminiscences  of  that  long  period, 
during  which  the  Grand  Commandery  increased  from  a  dozen  to  upwards 
of  fifty  subordinates,  and  to  a  total  membership  of  nearly  eight  thousand. 
Ho  offers  his  congratulations  "  that  during  all  these  vanished  years  the 
note  of  discord  has  not  been  heard  among  us,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we 
have  pursued  our  work  in  all  kuightly  peace  and  harmony,  a  condition  of 
affairs  not  to  be  too  highly  praised  or  too  steadfastly  maintained  in  the 
future." 

The  receipts  of  the  year,  $4,809.75;  disbursements,  $4,876.10;  balance  in 
treasury,  $3,495.93.  The  Representatives  were  paid  $1,726.71;  Grand 
Officers,  $455.62;  Past  Grand  Officers,  $244.30  (which  may  help  to  explain 
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the  presence  of  »o  many)  ;  Grand  Recorder,  $400.00 ;  Chaimian  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  Committee,  $200.00. 

We  find  a  memorial  from  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  MaBterM. 
asking  for  such  legislation  as  would  make  the  Cryptic  dcgees  prerequisite 
to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood ;  up(m  which  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law 
repiirted  thusly : 

Recognizing  the  Cryptic  degrees  as  an  essential  part  and  component  of 
the  American  system  of  Freemasonry,  and  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
and  Select  Master  Masons  as  a  Body  entitled  to  the  respect  and  fellowship 
of  this  Grand  Body,  your  Committee  are  still  of  opinion  that  no  legislation 
of  this  Grand  Commandery  can  have  the  effect  to  make  the  degrees  of  Royal 
and  Select  Master  prerequisite  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood ;  your  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  recommend  that  the  Memorial,  as  presented  to  this 
(rrand  Commandery,  be  referred  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  alone 
has  the  power  to  act  in  the  premises. 

If  the  Grand  Encampment  should  be  unable  to  see  the  way  clear  to 
adopt  the  "prerequisite"  plan,  we  recommend  the  **  Mississippi  Plan"  of 
absorption  of  the  Council  dogrees  by  the  Chapter.  The  degrees  cannot 
prosper  while  out  in  the  cold  as  they  are  now.  They  are  beautiful  and 
valuable  enough  to  stand  upon  their  own  merits;  but  the  l)est  mode  of 
making  them  a  prerequisite  to  Knighthood,  is  to  consolidate  them  with  the 
('hapter,  and  require  that  they  shall  be  conferred  in  the  latter.  They  will 
then  be  under  safe  and  healthy  guardianship,  and  American  Freemasonry 
will  be  simplified  in  getting  rid  of  one  "  Grand "  Body.  The  Lodge,  the 
Chapter  and  Ck)mmandery  will  give  the  most  zealous  opportunity  for  all 
the  time  they  may^have  to  spare. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  making  it  unlawful  for  any  Commandery  to 
confer  either  Order  upon  more  than  five  persons  at  one  and  the  same  con- 
clave or  day. 

Welch's  Tactics  and  Drill  were  adopted. 

On  the  subject  of  uniform  the  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  our  Representatives  at  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  held  in  1877,  be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to 
press  upon  that  Body  a  resolution  embodying  the  idea  that  each  State  be 
allowed  to  form  and  regulate  its  own  uniform. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  jien  of  Sir  Knight 
John  W.  Simons.  He  devotes  two  of  the  sixty-four  pages  to  Mississippi. 
He  approves  the  decision  of  Grand  Commander  Cox  in  the  R.  F.  Mitchell 
case,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  report  of  the  special  committee  thereon. 
Sir  Savery's  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  charged  with  two  defects — 
brevity,  **  and  the  greater  sin  of  not  having  New  York  at  the  table."  For 
which  latter  he  has  given  somebody  a  "  piece  of  his  mind." 

Memorhih  pages  are  set  apart  to  Past  Grand  Commander  Mead  BeUlen. 
who  died  June  5th,  1876:  to  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  Wm.  F.  Holmes, 
who  died  March  19th,  1876. 

The  total  membership  in  this  Jurisdiction  is  7,339;  created  during  the 
year,  510;  affiliated,  56;  reinstated,  27;  withdrawn,  137;  suspended,  280; 
expelled,  6 ;  died,  55. 
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Sir  Robert  Black,  of  Brooklyn,  elected  Grand  Commander  ;  »Sir  Robert 
Macoy,  Grand  Recorder ;  Sir  John  W.  Simons,  Chairman  F.  ('.  Committee. 
Next  Conclave  at  Trov. 


<JHIO. 


The  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Put-in-Bay  August  29, 
1876.  Sir  Charles  C.  Kiefer,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  James  Nesbitt, 
Grand  Recorder.  Twenty-six  Commanderies  were  represented.  Sir  Bren- 
ton  D.  Babcock,  Grand  Generalissimo,  is  also  recorded  as  Grand  Represen- 
tative of  Mississippi.  Past  Grand  Commander  Elbert  H.  I^nglish,  of  Ar- 
kansas, and  Past  Grand  Commander,  Sir  E.  I.  Garfield,  of  Michigan,  were 
introduced  with  knightly  greetings. 

The  (rrand  Commander's  address  discusses,  in  the  main,  local  matters. 
We  find,  strange  to  say,  no  report  from  Grand  Recorder  Nesbitt.  The  re- 
ceipts in  treasury  amounted  to  $2,607.50,  and  after  all  disbursements,  there 
was  on  hand  the  respectable  balance  of  $5,179.10.  The  disbursements  in- 
clude such  items  as  $988.12  for  pay  roll ;  Grand  Recorder's  salary,  $200.00; 
Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson's  picture  for  the  proceedings,  119.35,  and  $46.00  for  a 
Past  Grand  Commander's  jewel !  We  presume  it  was  heavy  plated. 
Michigan  can  afford  to  vole  three  at  one  conclave,  costing  $150.00  each, 
and  its  ^'financial  ability,"  as  compared  with  Ohio,  is  very  weak. 

The  next  Grand  Conclave  is  to  be  held  at  Cleveland  August  30th,  1877, 
during  which  work  the  "Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Ohio,  and  such 
<»thers  as  may  be  invited,  are  to  do  escort  duty  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,"  and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  voted  for 
expenses  incident  thereto. 

The  Rejwrt  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  experienced  pen  of 
Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson,  and  occupies  120  of  the  168  pages  of  the  pamphlet — 
n  pamphlet  which,  by  the  way,  does  not  reflect  any  very  great  credit  upon 
the  typographic  art  in  Ohio. 

The  twenty-seven  Commanderies  have  an  aggregate  iiionil)ership  'U*  i'.- 
.').38.     Knighted  during  the  year,  206. 

(Jrand  Commander  nnd  Grand  Recorder  re-cleotod. 


PENXSYLVAXIA. 

The  Thirty-Third  Annual  C'onclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
May  30th,  1876.  Sir  Charles  H.  Kingston  presided  as  Grand  Commander- 
Sir  Charles  E.  Mover  was  on  duty  as  Grand  Recorder.  There  were  present 
three  Past  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  nine  Past  Grand 
(*ommanders,  and  one  l*jist  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,, 
and  the  Representatives  of  fifty-one  .^Subordinate  Commanderies,  who,  with 
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Past  Eminent  Comraanderst  from  same,  made  a  total  of  253  prei^enl  during 
the  sessions.  l>ut  it  was  tlie  Centennial  year,  and  the  first  day  of  June  had 
been  designated  for  the  "Keunion  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  world,  to 
commemorate,  in  ;i  fitting  manner,  the  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  American 
Independence.*'  Hence  the  grand  rally  of  'IVniplarn  of  the  Keystnui* 
^>tate. 

The  Grand  Commander  anuounceil  the  Order  of  Business  for  entire  Con- 
clave, so  that  (trand  Officers  and  Committees  were  ihercl>y  advised  when 
reports  wouUl  I>e  exi)ected. 

The  first  item  that  attracts  our  attention  is  the  election  of  8ir  John 
Russell,  (now  u  member  of  Commandery,  No.  52,)  a3  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania — he  having  been  a  Past  Commander 
by  full  term  of  service  in  Helena  Commandery,  No.  3,  Burlington,  New 
Jersey. 

The  Grand  Commander  calls  attention  to  some  defects  in  the  code  of 
laws  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  in  New  Orleans. — Ist  as  to  the 
liability  for  dues  of  Sir  Knights  petitioning  for  new  Commanderies,  where 
charters  are  granted  to  the  latter.  We  think  this  provision  of  the  Code 
should  be  amended  by  providing  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to  petition  for 
a  new  Commandery  unless  his  dues  are  paid  to  the  date  of  the  next  Grand 
Conclave.  Then  if  the  new  Commandery  is  chartered,  he  owes  nothing  to 
the  old  one,  and  his  name  is  honorably  dropped. 

The  Grand  (A)mmander  "was  somewhat  surprised'*  to  find  that  under  the 
aforesaid  code  of  laws,  membership  in  a  subordinate  Commandery  is  not 
dependent  upon  membership  in  a  Blue  Lodge  or  Chapter.  Deeming  this  a 
subject  of  special  importance,  and  concurring  heartily  in  the  views  of 
Grand  Commander  Kingston,  we  quote  what  he  says : 

True,  a  suspension  or  expulsion  by  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  will  exclude  a 
Sir  Knight  from  a  Commandery  while  the  suspension  or  expulsion  stands  ; 
but  when  removed,  although  not  followed  by  a  restoration  to  membership 
in  the  excluding  body  or  its  equal,  the  fact  of  the  removal  of  the  suspension 
or  expulsion  restores  the  party  to  membership  in  the  Commandery  as  fully 
as  if  his  relations  to  it  had  never  been  disturbed  by  any  cause.  It  seems  to 
uie  that  this  should  not  be ;  that  it  should  be  an  imperative  rule  that  meui- 
bership  in  both  Lodge  and  Chapter  should  be  a  pre-requisite  to  admission 
to  a  Commandery,  and  a  restoration  to  both  a  continuing  qualification  to 
the  retaining  that  membership.  In  view  of  this  to  me  singular  anomaly,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Command- 
ery in  the  Grand  Encampment  be  requested  to  propos.?  and  advocate  such 
a  change  in  the  code  of  laws  as  will  provide  that  a  Knight  having  once  lost 
his  membership  in  a  i.odge  or  (-hapter,  and  having  been  restored  to  good 
3Iasonic  standing,  cimnot  regain  his  membership  in  a  subordinate  Com- 
mandery until  lie  has  iK'titioned  again  in  the  usual  form,  a  report 
by  an  investigating  committee,  and  an  unnanimous  favorable  election. 

The  receipts  for  the  year,  from  dues,  assessments,  etc.,  amounted  to 
19,990.65— one  Commandery  paying  as  much  as  $86l».40. 

We  expected  to  find  in  the  proceedings  a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law,  relative  to  the  credentials  submitted  by  Sir  John  Curtis,  in 
1875,  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.     The 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


62  REI»<)UT  ON 


lM»int  raided  was,  that  Sir  Knight  Curtis  not  being  a  member  of  any  Grand 
( 'Ommandery,  he  was  ineligible  for  the  appointment  which  had  been  ten- 
ilered  him  by  (rrand  Commander  Savery.    Sir  Savery,  who  submitted  our 
last  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  held  that  the  commission  conferred 
on  Sir  Curtis  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Mississippi,  and  that  he  had  *'yet  to  learn  that  Missif>sippi  must 
apply  to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  qualifica- 
tions of  those  she  desires  to  honor."     As  a  member  of  the  Committee  with 
Sir  Savery,  this  writer  took  issue  with  the  chairman,  but  unfortunately  re- 
ferred to  Sir  Curtis  as  a  "non-affiliate,"  and  for  which  we  desire  to  make  the 
amaide  to  Sirs  Savery  and  Curtis.     Sir  C.  was,  at  the  time,  and  has  been 
since,  a  member,  in  good  standing,  t>f  a  subordinate  Commandery  in  Penn- 
sylvania; but  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Penn- 
sylvania, or  of  any  other  Grand  Commandery,  until  he  acquired  honorary 
membership  in  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi   by  virtue  of  the 
commission  issued  by  Grand  Commander  Savery.     Having  since  made  the 
personal  acquaintance  of  Sir  Curtis,  we  were  not  surprised  that  Sir  Savery 
deemed  him  personally  worthy  of  the  honor,  but  we  thought  then,  and 
think  so  still,  that  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  as  to  membership  in  that  Grand  Body,  should  have  been  respected, 
and  the  commission  either  surrendered  or  cancelled.     Tt  is  true,  there  had 
been  no  official  deliverance  on  this  particular  question  beyond  the  construc- 
tion given  to  the  law  by  Grand  Recorder  Meyer,  and  what  was  implied  in 
the  reference  of  the  credentials  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law.    The 
(jrrand  Reunion,  and  other  matters  of  more  engaging  interest,  leaves  the 
matter  undetermined  until  the  Conclave  of  this  year ;  and,  although  not  a 
prophet,  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  our  prediction  is,  that,  with  all  due 
courtesy  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  it  will  be  decided  that 
Sir  John  Curtis  waj  not  eligible  for  the  appointment  as  Grand  Repre- 
sentative. 

Much  of  the  pamphlet  before  us  is  devoted  to  the  (irand  Reunion,  the 
Reception  and  Promenade  Concert  at  the  Academy  of  Music  and  Horticul- 
turpl  Hall,  at  which  over  sixteen  thousand  persons  were  present  during  the 
evening.  But  we  must  reluctlantly  abstain  from  partaking  of  this  feast  of 
good  things,  and  see  what  Sir  Pearson  Church  has  to  say  "For  the  Com- 
mittee" on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Mississippi  has  its  full  share  of  his 
attention — nearly  three  of  the  forty-three  pages  of  his  Report  being  devo- 
ted to  our  Jurisdiction.  He  quotes  extensively  from  Grand  Commander 
Savery's  reference  to  the  "Eastern  Star  incident"  at  Kosciusko;  thinks  it 
will  "sound  queer  to  Pennsylvania  Masons,"  and  remarks : 

We  have  given  this  place  to  this  singular  performance  and  to  the  expla- 
nation thereof,  in  order  to  show  the  members  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction 
what  is  going  on  around  them,  and  to  what  extent,  sober,  staid,  intelligent 
and  masonically  eminent  men  will  allow  themselves  to  be  led  astray  after 
strange  Gods  and  to  forget  the  straight,  safe  paths  of  Masonic  light  and 
knowledge. 
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All  we  have  to  say  is,  that  we  liave  seen  ^*  sober,  staid,  intelligeut  and 
luasonically  eminent  men,"  doing  many  worse  things,  even  on  Masonic 
occasions,  than  escorting  a  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star  Crder,  com- 
posed of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  Masons,  and  the  principles  and  teach- 
ings of  which  Order  are  as  pure  and  elevating^  and  tending  in  precisely  the 
same  direction,  as  the  Order  of  Christian  Knighthood.  Wo  have  watched 
With  some  interest  the  oi)erations  and  growth  of  this  Order,  and  feel  con- 
vinced that  its  objects  are  noble,  and  that  it  has  a  sphere  for  the  exercise 
of  practical  benevolence  and  charity  which  it  should  be  permitted  to  occu- 
py undisturbed  by  such  ungaliant  reference  as  quoted  above.  If  our  Sir 
Knight  Church  is  never  led  astray  by  any  stranger  gods  than  those  to  be 
found  in  the  Eastern  Star  Chapters,  his  life  will  l>e  singularly  iree  from 
temptation,  and  his  baggage  for  bliss  is  already  checked  through.  Unless 
he  tones  down  on  this  subject,  we  shall  have  to  classify  him  as  belonging  to 
the  Broad  "  Church." 

This  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  a  total  membership  in  its  53  Commanderies 
of  5,790;  Knic^hted  during  year,  804;  died,  57;  suspended,  205;  degraded,  1. 

8ir  Andrew  John  Kaufiman,  of  Columbia,  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
Charles  E.  Meyer,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 


TENNESSEE. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Murfreesboro,  May  11th, 
1876.  Sir  Henry  Martin  Aiken,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell, 
(rrand  Recorder.  Five  Past  Grand  Commanders,  one  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Commander,  and  the  Representatives  of  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderiep, 
and  the  Grand  Representatives  of  thirteen  Grand  Jurisdictions,  were 
present.  Sir  John  Frizell  was  able  to  look  after  the  interests  of  Kansas, 
Missouri,  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Vermont.  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell 
holds  the  commis3ion  of  Mississippi,  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  he 
thinks  that  "  honor  enough  "  in  that  line.  The  Grand  Commander  recom- 
mends that  this  honor  be  conferred  hereafter  on  members  of  the  Order  who 
do  not  hold  like  appointments  from  other  jurisdictions.  A  regulation  to 
this  effect  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  in  1876. 

On  the  subject  of  Public  Display,  the  Grand  Commander  gives  the  fol- 
lowing eloquent  and  timely  admonition  : 

I  should  be  untrue  to  my  convictions  and  to  my  sense  of  duty,  did  I  not, 
from  the  high  position  to  which  your  partiality  has  elevated  me,  give  utter- 
ance to  a  warning  word  touching  the  wide-spread  aud  growing  desire  for 
public  display  which  exists  among  the  Templars  throughout  the  land.  The 
most  casual  observer  may  note  the  wide  digression  which  has  been  taken 
from  the  original  purposes  and  conduct  of  the  Order.  In  the  earlier  times 
—and  happily  with  very  many  in  this  day — it  was  regarded  as  sometliing 
more  than  a  semi-military  organization,  to  be  paraded  with  nodding  plumes 
and  waving  banners  before  the  world  whenever  the  most  distant  pretext 
can  be  conjured  up  to  give  a  shadow  of  warrant  for  the  display.     The  in- 
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idignia  standing  out  upon  our  equipment  and  our  banners  ]x>.sseH8  a  deep 
significance,  and  relate  to  higher  and  holier  things  than  those  common  to 
the  parade  and  the  review.  Neither  sword,  nor  belt,  nor  gauntlet,  nor 
baldric,  nor  cap,  nor  chapeau,  nor  banner  i«*  in  use  which  does  not  bear 
that  emblem  which  speaks  of  the  suffering  One — the  blessed  Imninnuel — 
whose  cruel  death  brought  immortality  to  light  and  made  possible  our 
highest  joy.  Let  us  ever  remember  that  connection  with  this  Order  brings 
responsibilities  unmet  except  in  a  life  evidencing  an  unquestioned  and  un- 
questioning faith  in  the  final  triumph  over  death  and  the  grave,  and  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul.  Let  not,  then,  the  brilliant  and  eloquent  display 
which  ever  attends  a  Templar  appearance  in  public  be  the  dominant  feature 
of  our  organization.  Scarce  a  Grand  Conclave  assembles  in  any  of  our  juris- 
dictions that  is  not  heralded  by  general  orders  pandering  to  this  mis- 
directed and  mis-cultivated  taste,  and  which  afford  amplest  opportunity  for 
giving  undue  and  hurtful  prominence  to  this  love  of  display.  Such  a 
course  is  calculated  to  repress  the  higher  and  nobler  objects  of  our  institu- 
tion, and  will,  unless  corrected,  cripple  its  usefulness,  and  eclipse  the 
brightness  and  jMiwer  of  its  exam]>le. 

One  of  the  (.'ommanderies  had  been  *^  assigned  the  honor  and  sad  duty  of 
giving  knightly  burial  to  the  remains  of  Sir  Andrew  Johnson  " — a  member 
of  the  Order,  but  unaffiliated.  It  is  claimed  that  ^*  his  eminent  position 
and  high  character  gave  influence  to  the  institution  here,  and  reflected  the 
highest  honor  upon  the  Order  throughout  the  land."  We  are  unable  to  see 
how  any  non-affiliate  can  reflect  honor  upon  our  Order.  When  it  has  to 
gather  lustre  from  such  a  source,  it  will  be  hard  up  indeed.  As  a  citizen, 
there  is  in  the  life  and  character  of  Andrew  Johnson  much  to  admire  and 
emulate,  but  as  a  Mason  or  a  Knight  Templar,  so  far  from  reflecting  honor 
uiK>n  the  Order,  he  discredited  the  institution  when  he  ceased  affiliation 
with  it.  To  say  the  least,  the  Order  was  under  no  further  obligation  t(» 
him,  and  he  wa.s  no  more  entitled  to  Knightly  burial  than  the  humblest 
frater  who,  through  carelessness  or  misfortune,  fails  to  discharge  his  obli- 
gations to  his  Commandery.  Such  distinctions  we  hold  to  bo  improper, 
and  contrary  to  the  principles  and  teachings  of  genuine  Masonry. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $1,433.00.  The  disbursements  left 
the  treasury  nearly  dry. 

Sir  Knight  Howell  furnished  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and 
pays  his  respect  to  the  Eastern  Star  "  incident "  at  Kosciusko.  We  are 
glad  that  he  apprehends  no  danger  from  what  he  styles  **  this  little  spurt." 
Sir  Knight  Church,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  magnified  this  **  little  spurt  "  int<» 
**  strange  gods,"  etc. 

Our  good  frater  asks,  '*  as  a  favor,"  that  we  give  our  firnt  nanve  in  /////. 
It  is  such  an  uncommon  name  that  we  fear  he  will  not  be  able  to  remem- 
ber it.     It  is— John. 

The  fifteen  Commanderies  have  a  total  membership  of  831 ;  Knighted 
(luring  the  year,  53. 

Sir  Wm.  R.  Butler,  of  Murfreesboro,  elecled  (Jrand  Commander ;  Sir 
Morton  B.  Howell,  i*e-electei  Grand  Recorder. 
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TEXAS. 

Anuuol  Conclave  held  at  Houston,  February  2d,  lgY6.  In  the  necessary 
absetice  of  Grand  Commander  Sir  E.  G.  Bower,  Sir  Knight  D.  R.  Gurley 
presided.    Sir  Knight  Brewster  was  at  his  post  as  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Credential  Committee  reported  in  attendance  the  Representatives  of 
seven  Commanderies.  Of  the  ten  Grand  Jurisdictions  represented,  wo 
find  Sir  P.  C.  Tucker  representing  six,  and  Sir  B.  B.  Richardson,  three. 
Distribute  the  honors,  Sir  Knights.    Give  others  a  showing. 

The  Grand  Commander  states  the  following  case,  which  had  "  sorely  per- 
plexed "  him : 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1876, 1  received  two  petitions  for  disi^ensations ; 
one  from  Sir  Knights  at  Sherman,  Texas,  and  the  other  from  Sir  Knights 
at  Dcnison — the  first  recommended  by  Dallas,  No.  6,  and  the  latter  by 
Paris,  No.  9.  The  two  points  are  situated  in  the  same  county,  and  are 
about  ten  miles  apart.  Tne  first  Is  nearer  the  Commandery  at  Dallas — the 
latter  nearer  Paris.  Both  points  are  thriving  business  cities,  each  with  a 
population  of  six  or  seven  thousand,  and  the  Sir  Knights  of  each  worthy  in 
every  particular;  and  I  may  add,  the  Sir  Knights  of  each  locality  arc 
equally  sincere  in  the  belief  that  they  have  superior  claims  to  the  other  in 
the  establishment  of  a  Commandery.  The  petitions  reached  me  within 
fifteen  minutes  of  each  other.  Only  one  dispensation  could  be  issued  under 
the  Constitution,  and  as  both  could  not  be  accommodated,  I  refused  any, 
and  last  June,  during  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  M.\  W.*.  Grand 
Lodge,  called  a  special  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Body  to  decide  between 
the  two  points — appointed  a  committee  of  six — one  from  each  Commandery 
represented — to  adjust  the  whole  matter.  But,  mxrahik  dictu!  the  com- 
mittee failed  to  agreee  as  between  them,  but  finally  reported,  referring  the 
whole  subject  to  this  Body,  at  this  time,  and  I  call  your  attention  to  it, 
with  much  gratification  that  I  am  relieved  from  the  decision  of  the  ques- . 
tion,  and  that  it  will  now  be  settled  with  impartiality,  and,  I  hope,  satis- 
faction to  all  parties. 

The  Grand  Commandery  decided,  by  ballot,  in  favor  of  Sherman. 

The  Grand  Commander  pay  hia  respects  to  drones  and  dead-beats  as 
follows : 

A  great  many  who  hold  the  title  of  Knight  Templar  seem  to  never  to 
think  of  their  connection  with  the  Order,  and  are  never  found  within  the 
Asylum  except  on  gala  occasions,  and  when  the  pomp  and  pageantry  and 
circumstance  of  the  Order  is  to  be  displayed  to  a  gaping  multitude  on  some 
public  occasion.  I  suppose  there  are  such  in  all  jurisdictions.  I  know  wc 
have  some.  They  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  an  Order  whose  every  tra- 
dition of  the  past,  and  aspiration  for  the  future,  demand  active,  positive, 
working,  earnest  and  faitnful  soldiers,  who  will  do  their  duty  not  only  on 
dreuparade^  but  in  the  more  arduous  duties  they  voluntarily  vowed  to  per- 
form. 'Twere  better  that  such  bo  finally  discharged,  so  that  those  remain- 
ing may  not  be  encumbered  by  these  "  camp  followers." 

A  resolution  was  adopted  declaring  that  "no  Sir  Knight  shall  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  Grand  Commander  who  has  not  served  at  least  one  year  as 
the  Commandcrof  a  regularly  chartered  Commandery;"  and  another,  "that 
no  charter  or  dispensation  shall  issue  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Command- 
ery at  any  point  unless  there  be  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  at  work  at  the  point 
named  in  the  application  for  charter  or  dispensation." 
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Sir  James  Masterson  submitted  a  readable  Foreign  Correspondence  Re- 
port,  a  peculiar  feature  of  which  is,  that  he  gives  the  full  list  of  Grand  and 
Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives  present  at  the  openii^  of 
each  Grand  Commandery,  and  also  the  names  and  address  of  the  Grand 
Officers  elected.  He  devotes  nearly  three  pages  to  quotations  and  fraternal 
reference  to  our  proceedings  of  1875,  and  finds  in  Grand  Commander 
Savery's  advocacy  of  an  Orphan's  Home,  what  we  had  long  since  discov- 
ered, that  "quality  which  covers  a  multitude  of  sins — charity."  He  op- 
poses the  motion  made  by  Sir  DeLap  that  Sir  John  Frizzell,  of  Tennessee, 
be  expelled  from  the  Mutual?,  because  in  his  review  of  Alabama  he  dis- 
posed of  it  thusly :  "Alabama — Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave,  May,  1878." 
Sir  Masterson  contends  that  "brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,"  and  hence  opposes 
the  motion  to  expel. 

Sir  George  R.  Fearn  represents  Mississippi  at  Texas,  and  Sir  Oliver  Clif- 
ton represents  Texas  at  Mississippi. 

The  nine  chartered  and  two  U.  D.  Commanderies  have  an  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  420 ;  knighted  during  the  year,  69. 

Sir  L.  M.  Openheimer,  of  Calvert,  elected  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Robert 
Brewster  re-elected,  for  the  fourteenth  time.  Grand  Recorder. 


VERMONT. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  Conclave  held  at  Burlington,  Juno 
13th,  1876.  Sir  A.  B.  Jewett,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  J.  M.  Poland,  Grand 
Recorder.  All  the  Grand  Officers,  quite  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers, 
Past  Eminent  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives,  and  the  Representa- 
tives of  nine  subordinate  Commanderies  were  in  attendance.  The  Grand 
Recorder  has  an  admirable  way  of  making  a  formidable  roll  out  of  a  small 
number.  For  instance^  Sir  Russell  S.  Tafb  appears  as  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander, Past  Eminent  Commander,  Grand  Representative  cf  Mississippi, 
and  five  other  jurisdictions,  also  as  Past  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  brief,  but  to  the  point.  He  gave 
permission  to  two  Commanderies  to  appear  on  "decoration  day,"  which 
could  hardly  be  called  a  "Masonic  occasion."  It  appears  the  Sir  Knights 
in  Vermont  have  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  through  with  their  annual 
sessions  in  one  day.  He  recommends  "lengthening  out  to  two  days."  It 
looks  much  like  business  to  have  "Second  Day,"  "Third  Day,"  even  though 
but  little  is  done.  The  Grand  Commandery  managed  to  have  an  "After- 
noon Session,"  and  closed  on  the  first  day,  as  usual.  From  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  we  discovered  that  all 
the  Grand  Bodies  of  Vermont  meet  during  the  same  week.  We  tried  this 
in  Mississippi,  and  found  that  it  operated  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  Grand  Commandery.  Our  Conclaves  have  been  much  more  interesting, 
and  more  generally  attended,  since  we  cut  loose  from  the  other  bodies. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Edward  S. 
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Dana.  The  "Eastern  Star  incident/'  as  related  by  Grand  Ck)mmander 
Savery,  is  quoted,  and  ''gallant  and  susceptible  Sir  Knights''  is  his  com- 
ment. He  thinks  Sir  Knight  DeLap  entitled  to  the  congratulations  of  the 
entire  guild  of  Mutuals  in  getting  fifty  dollars  for  his  Report,  and  he  does 
not  seem  to  relish  Sir  D.'s  review  of  Vermont.  Well,  Sir  D.  will  prepare 
the  next  Beport  for  the  "honor  of  the  thing/'  and  will  have  a  better  chance 
to  spread  himself.  When  a  Grand  Commandery,  through  custom  or  regu- 
lation, pays  liberally  for  preparing  a  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
Htm  chairman  should  have  regard  to  the  finances,  and  make  it  as  brief  as 
ponlble,  for  printing  means  greenbacks ;  but  when  the  labor  is  performed 
for  the  "honor  of  the  thing,"  the  reporter  should  have  "ample  scope  and 
verge  enough,"  and  "no  pent-up  Utica  should  contract  his  powers."  We 
are  very  partial  to  Vermont,  holding,  as  we  do,  its  commission  as  Grand 
Representative,  and  enjoying  a  personal  acquaintance  with  that  courteous 
and  intelligent  Sir  Knight,  Russell  S.  Taft. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amounted  to  $328.00.  Among  the  appropria- 
tions we  note :  Grand  Recorder's  salary,  $40.00;  and  $5.00  to  his  deputy ; 
Grand  Prelate  and  Grand  Sentinel,  $5.00  each ;  Chairman  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence Committee,  for  two  years,  $30.00.    Cash  in  treasury,  $268.69. 

Total  Commanderies,  9 ;  membership,  264 ;  knighted  during  the  year,  41. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  re-elected. 


VIRGINIA. 

The  Annual  Assembly  was  held  in  Alexandria,  November  15th,  1876. 
Sir  Robert  E.  Withers,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  James  A.  Scott,  acting 
Grand  Recorder.  Ten  Commanderies  represented.  The  names  of  a  large 
number  of  visitors  are  also  recorded. 

The  folk>wing  decisions  are  of  general  interest : 

Ist.  An  unaffiliated  Knight  Templar  is  not  entitled  to  the  honors  of 
Kniehtlv  burial. 

2a.  Membership  in  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  is  essential  to  membership 
in  a  Commandery. 

3d.  Installation  is  not  necessary  in  case  of  an  Eminent  Commander  who 
has  been  re-elected  and  once  regularly  installed. 

4th.  An  officer  after  installation  cannot  resign  his  office,  but  he  may  de- 
cline to  accept  an  office  to  which  he  has  been  elected  and  in  which  he  has 
never  been  installed. 

5th.  When  charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  Sir  Knight,  the  ^lea  of 
"guilty"  will  not  stop  the  proceedings,  it  will  simply  render  the  taking  of 
testimony  in  the  case  unnecessary;  but  the  Commandery  will,  at  once, 
proceed  to  affix  the  penalty  of  the  offense  charged. 

6th.  A  Commandery  should  not  dismiss  charges  once  properly  preferred 
because  the  accused  pleads  guilty  and  pledges  himself  to  withdraw. 

7th.  Witnesses  duly  summoned  to  testify  cannot  refuse  to  ^\ye  evidence 
without  a  violation  of  their  Knightly  vows,  unless  such  evidence  would 
criminate  themselves. 

The  first  decision  is  respectAilly  referred  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Tennessee.  We  would  make  the  second  more  explicit  by  inserting  tie 
word  "retaining"  before  the  word  "membership,"  where  it  occurs  the  second     ^t^ 
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time.  Decision  third,  we  do  not  tliink  correct.  The  obligations  assumed 
are  for  one  year,  or  until  re-election,  and  re-installation  would  seem  to  be  as 
necessary  as  re-election.  Sir  Withers  is  a  jurist,  but,  nevertheless,  we 
must  have  our  say. 

The  Grand  Commander  makes  fitting  reference  to  the  absence  of  the  ven- 
erable and  beloved  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  John  Dove,  and  expressed  a  iiope 
that  "a  life  so  well  spent,  and  an  example  so  potent  for  good  may  yet  be 
spared  many  years  to  cheer  us  in  our  weary  pilgrimage,  and  stimulate  us  to 
the  performance  of  every  duty  imposed  by  our  knightly  vows.'*  But,  alas ! 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  succeeding  that  in  which  this  hope  was  ex- 
pressed, the  freed  spirit  of  John  Dove  ascended  to  its  Maker,  An  appro* 
priate  tribute  to  his  life  and  services  appears  in  the  proceedings.  Sir  Knight 
Dove  was  born  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  September  2d,  1792,  and  died  in 
his  84th  year.  He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1818, 
and  held  that  office  continuously  for  58  years.  He  was  elected  Grand  Sec- 
retary of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1835,  and  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  in  1845. 

Just  before  the  announcement  of  his  death  was  received  in  the  Grand 
Commandery,  a  special  committee  had  reported  the  following  among  other 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Eminent  Grand  Treasurer,  under  the  advice  and  di- 
rection of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  be  and  is  hereby  directed 
to  have  made  a  l^autiful  gold  pen,  with  its  holder  studded  with  diamonds, 
engraving  the  name  ot  "John  Dove,  Grand  Recorder,"  or  otherwise  beauti- 
fully ornamented,  to  be  ever  kept  on  the  Grand  Recorder's  desk  at  our 
annual  Conclave,  enclosed  in  a  glass  and  locked  case,  as  a  perpetual  memo- 
rial of  Sir  Knight  John  Dove,  M.  D.,  the  eminently  faithful  Grand  Re- 
corder of  this  Grand  Commandery  for  the  last  thirty-one  years,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  our  esteem  for  him  as  a  man,  a  Templar,  and  an  officer  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  and  as  a  token  of  our  remembrance  of  him,  who  for 
the  first  time  in  that  long  period  is,  by  the  providence  of  God,  detained 
from  our  annual  meeting. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  but  we  find  a  square 
apology  from  Sir  Knight  Scott— that  the  failure  lies  at  his  door.  The 
"cares  of  active  business  life,  and  the  excitement  of  the  Centennial"  were 
too  much  for  him  last  year;  but  having  been  re-appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee he  promises  to  do  better  next  time. 

Thirteen  Commanderies  report  an  aggregate  membership  of  755;  knighted 
during  the  year,  69. 

Sir  Knight  Withers  was  re-elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Wm.  B. 
Isaacs,  elected  Grand  Recorder. 

WISCONSIN. 

In  a  neatly  printed  and  admirably  compiled  pamphlet  of  112  pages,  we 

have  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  at  its  Eighteenth  Annual 

Conclave  in  Milwaukee,  October  3d  and  4th,  1876.    Sir  Carlos  P.  Whitford, 

Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Recorder.    The  twelve 
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CommaDderies  were  represented  by  twenty  Sir  Knights.  Twenty-four 
Grand  Jurisdictions  were  represented  by  twelve  Grand  Representatives — 
Sir  Henry  L.  Palmer  taking  care  of  seven.  He  is  a  Past  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  which  may  account  for  such  honors  being  showered 
tipon  him. 

It  being  the  Centennial  year,  and  an  appropriate  time  for  retrospect,  the 
Grand  Commander  gives  a  pleasant  review  of  the  Grand  Commandery  since 
its  organization,  twenty-six  years  ago,  when  the  erection  of  the  "Temple" 
was  commenced  with  but  ten  workmen — it  now  numbering  nine  hundred 
and  ten,  and  peace,  health,  strength  and  harmony  prevailing  among  all. 
He  pays  a  grateful  and  graceful  acknowledgement  to  Sir  Knight  Palmer, 
whose  zeal,  perseverance  and  intelligence  has  contributed  so  much  to  the 
progress  of  the  Order,  not  only  in  Wisconsin,  but  throughout  the  land. 

A  memorial  fiom  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Knightly  Courtesy  and  Jurisprudence,  which 
Committee  recommended  that  the  fourth  proposition  in  the  memorial, 
to-wit:  that  the  reception  of  the  Council  Degrees  be  a  pre- requisite  to  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  excellent  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  more  perfect  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Comraanderies  of  this  jurisdiction,  the  Recorder  of  each  Com- 
mandery be,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  report  to  the  Grand  Recorder  the 
names  of  the  officers  elected  and  appointed  by  his  Commandery,  imme- 
diately after  the  installation  of  the  same ;  and,  that  the  Grand  Recorder, 
as  soon  as  practicable  alter  January  1st,  in  each  year,  send  three  printed 
lists  of  the  names  of  the  newly  installed  officers  to  each  Commandery. 

We  turn  to  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report,  and  find  it  signed  by 
Sir  Knight  Woodhull.  He  condensed  what  he  wanted  to  say  into  ninety- 
six  pages.  He  gives  Mississippi  three.  After  quoting  the  recommenda- 
tion of  our  Finance  Committee,  that  "in  all  future  reports,  the  honor  pf 
being  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  shall  be  con-; 
sidered  compensation  in  full,"  he  says: 

Upon  reading  this,  we  almost  involuntarily  turned  to  the  last  page  of 
the  book  to  ascertain  who  the  gallant  Knight  could  be  who  loved  "honor" 
more  than  pelf;  who  would  perform  a  duty  to  the  craft  without  the  fbar  of 
receiving  alx)ut  what  the  paper  and  ink  would  cost;  whose  grit  was  equal  to 
the  emergency;  and  who  is  bound  to  sustain  the  reputation  of  Mississippi' 
Sir  Knights  and  his  own  honor,  even  if  he  has  to  go  barefooted,  borrow, 
other  people's ^ttfts,  write  with  a  blackened  stick,  and  burn  hog-juioe  in  a 
tea-saucer  to  make  a  light  wherewith  to  perform  his  labor.  Just  as  we  ex- 
pected, we  found  it  to  be  none  other  than  the— 

Our  modesty  interposeth  at  this  point.  After  giving  Sir  Knight  Savery 
a  thrust  on  the  "Eastern  Star,"  because  of  the  latter's  sport  of  him  as 
Inspector  General,  he  concludes  his  pleasant  review  as  follows : 

We  sincerely  thank  Sir  Savery  for  his  kindly  mention  of  us  personally. 
We  remember  well  the  pleasant  meeting  at  New  Orleans  with  the  Eminent 
Knights  of  Mississippi ;  and  also  how  we  searched  the  city  over  to  find  Sir 
DeLap,  and  how,  after  long  and  diligent  inquiry,  we  found  him  very  com- 
fortably ensconsed  at  a  first-class  Temperance  Home,  Truly  those  were 
pleasant  hours,  which  will  bear  repeating  at  some  future  time.     Remembeiy^QTp 
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Sir  KDights  of  Missimippi,  that  the  latch-strings  to  all  our  tenemeuts  in 
WifloonsiD,  hang  on  the  outside. 

Sir  Knight  Woodhull  made  a  first-class  Grand  Recorder,  a  bright  and 
shining  member  of  the  Mutuals,  and  will  do  honor  to  the  high  station 
of  Grand  Commander  to  which  he  was  deservedly  advanced.  Sir  Charles* 
P.  Utiey  succeeds  him  as  Grand  Recorder,  and  Past  Grand  Commander  Sir 
A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  succeeds  him  as  chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

The  twelve  Commanderies  report  a  membership  of  911 ;  created  in  1S76, 
83;  uniformed,  754;  dues,  $871.00. 

A  table  of  statistics  compiled,  we  presume,  by  Sir  Knight  Woodhull, 
gives  the  whole  number  of  subordinate  Commanderies  in  the  United  States, 
as  557 ;  whole  number  of  members,  46,816 ;  average  membership  in  each 
Commandcry,  84. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 
The  only  tidings  we  have  from  this  Grand  Commandery  is  a  circular 
dated  February  25th,  1876,  stating  that  at  the  last  Annual  conclave  Sir 
George  W.  Patton  was  elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Wm.  S.  Sum- 
mers, Grand  Recotder — the  address  of  both  being  Kanawha  C.  H.,  W.  Ya. 
We  learn,  irom  another  source,  that  this  Grand  Commandery  was  organ- 
ized February  25th,  1874,  and  that  its  next  Conclave  will  be  held  October 
6th,  1877.  If  the  proceedings  are  printed,  we  should  like  to  receive  a  few 
copies  down  this  way. 

CONCLUSION. 
Sir  KN^iHTS:  The  task,  or  rather  the  pleasant  duty  assigned  us,  is 
finished.  The  thirty-one  Grand  Commanderies  in  correspondence  with  ours 
have  been  in  review  befere  us,  and  their  perusal  has  given  us  an  inner  view 
of  the  Order  which  we  had  not  before  obtained,  and  which  has  greatly  en- 
hanced it  in  our  humble  regard.  Peace  and  harmony  and  genuine  good  will 
prevail ;  the  Grand  Officers,  Jurisprudence  Committees,  and  the  members  of 
the  Reportorial  Corps,  all  seem  to  be  animated  by  a  laudable  zeal  to  main- 
tain the  principles,  the  discipline  and  courtesy  which  are  the  ''peculiar 
characteristics  **  of  Templar  Masonry.  In  this,  our  "  maiden  '*  efibrt,  we 
have  experienced  that  timidity  which  we  suppose  others  feel  on  entering 
for  the  first  time,  the  charmed*  circle  of  the  "  Mutuals."  If  we  have,  in  any 
instance,  stepped  in  where  even  a  Corson  would  fear  to  tread,  we  know  that 
we  shall  suffer  for  our  presumption.  If  any  expression  may  be  found  with 
too  sharp  a  corner,  we  hereby  round  it  offy  and  will  confirm  this  act  of  re- 
pentance when  we  meet  at  Cleveland.  Our  acquaintance  with  the  Corps 
has  been  to  us  most  pleasant,*  and  our  joy  would  have  been  complete  but 
for  the  great  shadow  that  settled  down  upon  us  as  the  sad  word  came  that 
George  Frank  Gouley — the  courteous  gentleman,  the  model  Grand 
Recorder,  the  Prince  of  Reporters— was  rudely,  but  perhaps  wisely,  taken 
from  us.    We  bow  to  the  fiat — ^Thy  will,  not  ours,  be  done. 

Adieu,  J.  L.  POWER. 

For  the  Committe:  gle 


GRAND  RBOORDEBS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery, 

Arkansas John  W.  Rison Liitle  Eock. 

California Charles  Louis  Wiggin... San  Francisco, 

Canada Daniel  Spry Toronto, 

Colorado Edward  C.  Parmeixe Georgetown. 

Connecticut John  W.  Stedman Norwich, 

Georgia Charles  Rudd  ARM8TRONG..A/acon, 

Illinois James  Hooe  Miles Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bramwell. IndianapoUt. 

Iowa William  B.  Lanoridoe Muscatine. 

Kansas W.  C.  Ransom Lawrence, 

Kentucky Lewis  D.  Croninger Covington, 

Louisiana E.  E.  Adams New  Orleans, 

Maine' Ira  Berry Portland, 

Maryland Chas.  T.  Cisco Baltimore, 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island Alfred  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan William  P.  Iknes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul, 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri^ W.  H.  Mayo Saint  Louis, 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Harris Concord. 

New  Jersey Thomas  J.  Corson Trenton. 

New  York Robert  Macoy New  York, 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Charles  Eugene  Meyru.... Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Robert  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont J.  Monroe  Poland Montpelier, 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Wm.  S.  Summers ,,. Kanawha  C.  H. 

Wisconsin Chas.  P.  Utley Wilwuakec. 

Grand  Encampment  U.  S.... Theodore  Sutton  PARViN..../otra  City. 
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GRAND     REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED    BY  THE   GRAND    COMMANDERY    OF   MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama Peleg  Browx Mobile, 

California Thos.  H.  Carwell Nevada, 

Connecticut Israel  M.  Bullock Bridgeport, 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah, 

Illinois Ja8.  Hawley Dixon,  Lee  County, 

Indiana Charles  Cruft Terre  Haute, 

Kansas John  M.  Price Atchison, 

Kentucky William  Alva  \VARNER...Z/0«tffrt7fe. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DeGrange New  Orleans, 

Maine Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island... Nicholas  Van  Slyck Providence. 

Maryland ..Wm.   T.  Adreon Baltimore. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Laxgley Winona, 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Prall St,  Jjouis. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Harris  Concord, 

New  Jersey John  Wolverton Trenton, 

New  York George  Babcock Troy, 

Nebraska Alfred  G.  Hastings Lincoln, 

Ohio Enoch  T.  Carson Cincinnati, 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbury Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Morton  B    Howell Nashville, 

Texas...,. Geo.  R.  Fearn Dallm, 

Vermont Russell  S.  Taft Burlington, 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Milwaukee. 


GRAND     REPRESENTATIVES. 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  Savery Baldwyn, 

California John  K.  Fui^on Water  Valley, 

Connecticut C.  Johnson Jackson. 

(feorgia John  A.  Galbreath,  8r...  f/ziwu  Church, 

Illinois William  G.  Benbrook Natchez, 

Kansas John  Nelson Jackson. 

Kentucky John  T.   Buck Jackson. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DkLap Natchez. 

Maine William  Noonan Natchez. 

Maryland James  T.  AVhitehead Holly  Springs, 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Mercer I^rington. 

Nebraska Tas.  T.  Fant Holly  Springs. 

New  Hampshire William  H.  Stewart Natchez. 

New  Jersey .' Gus.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

New  York G!  W.  Cox Columbus. 

Pennsylvania J.  S.  Cain Okolona, 

Texas Oliver  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Power Jackson: 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dicks Natchez. 
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Charters  in  force 15 

Knighted  during  1876 35 

Affiliated  6 

Reinstated 2 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues G 

Expelled,  (by  Blue  Lodge) 1 

Dimitted 9 

Died...: 8 

Total  membership  May  10,  1877 491 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery '. $751  00 
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W.  L.  Wa'Ue^. -**►*,. ».***. ...MimMipiti^  Xo.  I. 
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PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS, 

MEMBERS  OF 

Subordinate  Commahderies  under  this  Jurisdiction,  July  Ist, 

1877. 


Harvey  \V*.  Walter Past  Grand  Commander Holly  Springs, 

C.  A.  Manlove Past  Grand  Commander Vicksburg, 

Fleet  C.  Mercer Past  Grand  Commander Lexington. 

John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander Water  Valley. 

Wm.  S.  Patton Past  Grand  Commander Meridian, 

E.  George  I>eLap Past  Grand  Commander Natchez. 

P.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander Baldinjn. 

G.  W.  Cox Past  Grand  Commander Columbus, 

Oliver  Clifton Past  Grand  Commander Jachon, 

Thomas  Palmer Past  DeputyGr.  Commander. />a/to?i,  Mo. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Lor»,  D.  D.-.Past  Deputy Gr.  Commander.  Coo/?cr«toini,  N, 
John  A.  Galbreath,  SR..Past  Deputy  Gr.  Commander.  Union  Church. 

John  T.  Buck Past  Deputy  Gr.  Commander.  Jac^w/a. 

Wm.  a.  Fairchili) Past  Deputy  Gr.  Commander.  VicMurg. 

John  W.  Poweli Past  Grand  Generalissimo....  Vicksburg. 

John  Nei^iion Past  Grand  Generalissimo... JacX"«o/i. 

J.  T.  Whitehead Past  Grand  Generalissimo... -^//y  Springs. 

E.  J.  McG ARR Past  Grand  Captain  General.  Vicksburg. 

A.  P.  Saunders Past  Grand  Captain  General.  G^rewrtrfa. 

W.  G.  Paxton Past  Grand  Captain  General.  Vicksburg. 

Harry  Gilmore Past  Grand  Captain  i}t\iQTQ\. Aberdeen. 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  WATKiNS...Past  Grand  Prelate Vicksburg. 

Rev.  p.  J.  EcKLES Past  Grand  Prelate Byhalia. 

Rev.  C.  Johnson Past  Grand  Prelate Jackson. 

Rev.  a.  H.  Barkley Past  Grand  Prelate Crawford wille. 

Rev.  John  A.  B.  JoNES...Past  Grand  Prelate Port  Gibson. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Linn Past  Grand  Prelate Columbus. 

John  C.  Birkhead Past  Grand  Senior  Warden.. Lexington. 

Ansel  H.  Kendrick Past  Grand  Senior  Warden. .iVa^cA^z. 

D.  L.  Smythe Past  Grand  Senior  Warden...  Ao^nV/jo. 

John  S.  Cain,  M.  D Past  Grand  Senior  Warden.. O^-o/ona. 

John  A.   Dicks Past  Grand  Senior  Warden.. A'a^rArz;. 

Chas.  M.  Erwin Past  Grand  Senior  Warden..  T^^«o/m. 

AV.  F.  Cole Pa»t  Grand  Junior  AVarden..Zr.i;i/i(7^0M. 

Wm.  Noonan Past  Grand  Junior  Warden. .Natchez, 

y.  E.  Whitehead Past  Grand  Junior  Wiirden..L€xington. 

John  W.  Yeargain Past  Grand  Junior  Warden..  Can/o«. 

J.  M.  Stone Past  Grand  Junior  Warden.. Jac^wn. 

X.  S.  Walker Past  Grand  Junior  Warden. .J*ar<  Gibson, 

B.  S.  Trice Past  Grand  Treasurer Verona. 

H.  M.  Taylor Past  Grand  Treasurer Jackson. 

W.  A.  McMiLLiON Past  Gr.  Standard  Bearer.,,.  J^xington. 

D.  G.  Smythe Past.  Gr.  Standard  Bearer... .iVo^c/irz. 

(4.  A.  Spivey Past  Grand  Sword  Bearer....  Winona.* 

J.  T.Taylor Past  Grand  Sword  Bearer.... Meridian. 

Alonzo  R.  Tyler Past  Grand  Warder Natchez. 

C.  Oltenberg Past  (xrand  Warder Lexington. 

F.  H.  Green Past  Grand  Warder 

J.  M.  Cain Past  Gr.  Cjipt.  of  ijuard^....  Jackson. 

H.  E.  O'Reilly Past  Gr.  Capt.  of  Guards....  Vicksburg. 

E.  F.  Kemp Past  Gr.  Capt.  of  Guards.... C©/i^^w6(i<liy 
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GRAND  OFFl 

R.  E.  Sir  Wm.  A.  Fairchild,. 
V.  E.  Sir  Harry  Gilmore,.... 

E.  Sir  John  A.  Dicks 

E.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,.... 

E.  SirWM.  H.  Watkins... 

E.  SirR.  M.  Young, 

E.  SirR.  F.  Hudson, 

E.  SirN.  S.  Walker, 

E.  SirJ.  L.  Power, 

E.  Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin, 

CERS  I 

^OR  1877.'78. 

...Grand  Commander. 
..Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

..Grand  Generalissimo. 
..Grand  Captain  General. 
..Grand  Prelate. 

.Grand  Senior  Warden. 
..Grand  Junior  Warden. 
..Grand  Treasurer. 
..Grand  Recorder. 
..Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
..Grand  Sword  Bearer. 
..Grand  Warder. 

.Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

ITEES. 

....  Vicksburg,... 
...Aberdeen,  ... 

...Natchez, 

...  Winona, 

...  Vicksburg,. .. 

...Corinth, 

...Columbus,.... 
...Port  Gibson, 

...Jackson, 

...Natchez, 

....  Vicksburg,... 

E.  Sir  G.  t>.  Manlove, 

E.  Sirs.  C.  CoNLY, 

E.  Sir  Jacob  Peebles,  

STANDII 

...Kosciusko,... 
...Natchez, 

^G  COMMP 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence — Sir  Oliver   Clifton,    Jackson; 
Sir  T.  G.  Birchett,  Vicksburg ;  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  Columbus. 

Foreign  Correspondence — Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez ;  Sir  W.  G. 
Paxton,  Vicksburg ;  Sir  John  A.  B.  Jones,  Port  Gibson. 


The  next  Grand   Conclave  will  be  held  at  Vicksburg  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May,  1878. 


QEAND  ENCAMPMENT  U.  S. 


R.*.  E.-.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins, Pittsburg,  Pa., Grand  Master. 

E.'.  Sir  Theo.  S.  Parvin, Iowa  City,; Grand  Recorder. 

Next  Triennial  Conclave  at  Cleveland,   Ohio,   on   the  4th  "Tuesday  in 
August,  1877.  ^ 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


EIGHTEENTH    ANNUAL    CONCLAVE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS   TEMPLAR,       . 


OP    THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 

HELD    AT    VICKSBURG, 
May  18th,  16th  and  17th,  1878. 


JACKSON,  MSIS.: 

pLARION   ^TEAM    ^UBLISHING    ^OUSE. 


1878. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


GRAND  OFFICERS  FOR  i^j^-'j^. 


R.  E.  Sib  Wm.  G.  Paxton, Vickaburg, Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin, Winona, Dept.  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  Wm.  G.  BENBROOK,...iVateAfz, Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson, Columbus, Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  J.  B,  Linn, Columbus, Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Wm.  French, Vxckibnrg, Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  J.  J.  Baker, Lexington, Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  N.  S.  Walker, Port  G^tftwn,... Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  J.  L.  Power, Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin, Natchez, Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Frederic  Speed, Vicksburg, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln, Columbus, Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  D.  L.  Quinn, Columbus, Grand  Captain   of  Guard. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence— Sir  W.  W.  A.  Fairchild,  Vicks- 
burg ;  Sir  Harry  Gilmore,  Aberdeen  ;  Sir  Jobn  K.  Fulson,  Holly  Springs. 

Foreign  Correspondence— Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez;  Sir  David 
Carr,  Kosciusko ;  Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  Water  Valley. 


The  Nineteenth  Grand  Conclave  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Columbus, 
on  the  2l3t  day  of  May,  1879. 
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I^ranb  ^otnmanber^  of    Mississippi. 


The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  and  the  Appendant  Orders,  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  was  held  in  the  Asylum  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No. 
3,  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day  of  May,  A.  D., 
1878,  A.  O.,  76c. 

PRESENT: 

R.  •.  E.'.  Wm.  a.  Fairchild Grand  Commander. 

V.  •.  E.  *.  Harry  Gilmore Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  •.  Wm.  G.  Benbrook Grand  Generalissimo,  pro  tem, 

E.  •.  Chas.  M.  Erwin Grand  Captain  General. 

E.  •.  J.  B.  Linn,  p.  g.  p Grand  Prelate, /r(£7  tem, 

E.  *.  Wm.  French Grand  Senior  Warden,  pro  tem. 

E.  •.  R.  F.  Hudson Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  •.  N.  S.  Walker Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  •.  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

E. '.  Gus.  J.  Bahin... Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  •.  G.  G.  M ANLOVE Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  •.  W.  P.  TowLER Grand  Warder,  pro  tem, 

E.-.  Wm.  Murray Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard,  pro  tem. 

Also  present,  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Com- 
manders, and  a  Constitutional  number  of  the  Representatives  of  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies. 

ITie  Grand  Commandery,  at  12  o'clock,  was  formed  in  due  array, 
and  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Sir  Kt.  J.  B.  Linn,  Acting  Grand 
Prelate. 

The  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees for  the  Conclave,  and  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  in  t'le  sev- 
eral stations,  as  follows :  ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOglc 


Peoceedings  of  the 


GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  in  place  of  Sir  John  A.  Dicks,  Grand  Gen- 
eralissimo, absent 

Sir  Wm.  French,  in  place  of  Sir  R.  M.  Young,  Grand  Senior 
Warden,  Absent. 

Sir  J.  B.  Linn,  in  place  of  Sir  Wm.  H.  Watkins,  Grand  Prelate, 
absent. 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER,  in  place  of  Sir  S.  C.  Conley,  Grand  Warder,, 
absent. 

Sir  Wm.  Murray,  in  place  of  Sir  Jacob  Peebles,  absent. 

COMMITTEES. 

On  Credentials — 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  of  No  8. 
Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  of  No.  13. 
Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  of  No.  15. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers — 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  of  No.  5. 
Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  of  No.  4. 
Sir  Geo.  S.  Green,  of  No.  1. 

Appeals  and  Grievances — 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  of  No.  13. 

Sir  David  Carr,  of  No.  11. 

Sir  H.  M.  Bodenhamer,  of  No.  10. 

Finance — 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  of  No.  2. 
Sir  W.  B.  Fulkerson,  of  No.  13. 
Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook,  of  No.  o. 

Unfinished  Business — 

Sir  F.  C.  Mercer,  of  No.  8. 
Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln,  of  No.  8. 
Sir  A.  K.  Burnett,  of  No.  13. 

Templar  Law — 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  of  No.  2. 
Sir  T.  G.  Birchett.  of  No.  2. 
Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  of  No.  8. 

reception  of  deputy  grand  master  WALTER  L.  BRAGG. 

The  E.-.  Grand  Warder  having  announced  that  Sir  Walter  L. 
Bragg,  the  R.*.  E.  *.  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment of  the  United  States,  was  in  waiting,  and  desired  to  visit  the 
Grand  Commandery,  the  lines  were  formed,  and  the  Grand  Gener- 
alissimo and  (]rand  Captain  General,  repaired  to  the  ante-room,  and 
received  and  escorted  through  the  lines,  the  R.  \  E.  •.  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  who  was  then  most  heartily  welcomed  by  the  Grand  Com- 
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Grand  Commandery  op  Mississippi. 


mander.  The  R.\  E.*.  Deputy  Grand  Master  made  an  appropriate 
and  eloquent  response. 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton  announced  that  the  steamer  Natchez  would  be  in 
readiness  at  2  o*clock,  p.  m.  ,  to  give  the  Grand  Commandery  and  visit- 
ing Sir  Knights,  and  their  ladies,  ah  excursion  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  requested  all  Sir  Knights  to  report  at  the  Asylum,  in  full 
dress,  at  2  o'clock. 

Whereupon,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  2  o^clock, 
p.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION.^ 

On  re-assembling  at  the  Asylum  at  2  o'clock,  the  Grand  Command- 
ery proceeded  to  the  steamer  Natchez,  escorted  by  Magnolia  Command- 
ery, No.  2,  and  the  Firemen's  Silver  Cornet  Band,  and  after  a 
delightful  ride  up  the  Mississippi  River,  through  Old  River,  to  the 
mouth  of  Yazoo  River — a  distance  of  forty  miles  going  and  returning 
— reached  the  Asylum  at  6  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Captain  General,  read  the  programme  of  Mag- 
nolia Commandery,  No.  2,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, during  its  session. 

QREETINQ   FROM   APPOLLO   COMMANDERY,  CHICAQO. 

The  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  read  the  following  telegram,  in 
response  to  one  which  he  had  forwarded  in  acknowledgement  of  an 
invitation  to  visit  Appolo  Commandery  : 

Chicago,  III.,  May,  14,  1878. 

Sir  Wm.  a,  Fairchild,  Grand  Commander  0/  Knights  Templar  : 

Appolo  CJommandery,  and  hundreds  of  guests,  assembled  in  Conclave, 
Toted  to  send  greetings  to  Mississippi.  Norman  T.  Gassett, 

Eminent  Commander. 

The  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  then  declared  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 
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Proceedings  of  the 


SECOND  DAY. 


Wednesday,  May  15,   1878. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  after 
devotions,  led  by  Sir  J.  B.  Linn,  Acting  Grand  Prelate. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  Committee  continued: 

REPORT  OF  credential  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  B,'.  E.'.  Orand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

The  undersigned,  your  Committee  on  Credentials,  respectfully  report 
that  the  following  Sir  Knights  are  present,  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Commanderies  named : 

Mississippi,  No,  1 — 

Georoe  S.  Green,  Eminent  Commander. 
Robert  Bradley,  Captain  General. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

William  G.  Paxton,  Eminent  Commander. 
William  French,  Generalissimo, 
Frederic  Speed,  Captain  General. 

Lexington,  No,  3 — 

J.  J.  Baker,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander. 

HoUy  Springs,  No.  4 — 

ion's  K.  FuLSON,  proxy  for    Eminent  Commander,  Gener- 
alissimo and  Captain  General. 

Rosalie,  No.  5 — 

WiLUAM  G.  Benbrook,  Eminent  Commander. 
Charles  T.  Chamberlain,  Generalissimo. 

St.  Cyr,  No,  6— 

H.  M.  Romberger,  Eminent  Commander,  and  proxy  for  Gren- 
eralissimo  and  Captain  General. 

Winona,  No.  7 — 

Charles  M.  Erwin,  Eminent  Commander. 

H.  P.  Turner,  proxy  for  Generalissimo. 

C.  H.  Campbell,  proxy  for  Captain  General. 

DeMolay,  No.  8— 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  Eminent  Commander. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  Generalissimo. 

J.  E.  Leigh,  Captain  General.  digitized  by  GoOgk 


Grand  CJommandery  of  Mississippi. 


Ivanho€y  2^0.  10 — 

E.    M.   Walker,   Captain  General,  and  proxy  for  Eminent 
Commander. 

Kosciusko f  No.  11 — 

David  Carr,  Captain  General. 

Canton,  No.  12— 

J.  W.  Yeargain,  Eminent  Commander. 

Octur  de  Lion,  No.  13 — 

N.  8.  Walker,  Eminent  Commander. 

W.  B.  Fulkerson,  proxy  for  Generalissimo. 

A.  K.  Burnett,  proxy  for  Captain  General. 

Mary,  No.  14 — (Not  represented.) 

Grenada,  No.  15 — 

W.  P.  Towler,  Eminent  Commander,  and  proxy  for  General- 
issimo and  Captain  General. 

Your  Committee  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  as  in  attendance  the  fol- 
lowing Past  Grand  Officers  and  visitors: 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

R.-.  E.-.  C.  A.  Manlove Post  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.-.  Fleet  C.  Merc&r Patt  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.*.  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.-.  E.*,  Wm.  S.  Patton Post  Grand  Commander. 

R.\  E.\  E.  George  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander. 

E.*.  Wm.  G.  Paxton Past  Grand  Captain  General. 

E.-.  John  W.  Yeargain Past  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.-.  J.  T.  Taylor Past  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

visitors. 

From  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3 — Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade. 

From  Magnolia,  No.  2 — Nearly  all  the  resident  members,  and  Sirs  Wm.  H. 
Richards  and  T.  H.  White,  of  Satartia. 

From  Rosalie,  No.  5 — Sirs  C.  T.  Schwartz,  Harry  Garrett  and  T.  Q.  Munce. 

From  Winona,  No.  7— ^ir  S.  R.  Sproles. 

From  DeMolav,  No.  8— «ir  J.  W.  Soady. 

From  Kosciusko,  No.  11 — Sir  J.  M.  Thompson. 

From  late  Cyrene,  No.  9,  Meridian— Sirs  Thos.  T.  Taylor,  W.  W.  Murphy. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  F.  HUDSON,    ) 

N.  S.  WALKER,  \   Committee. 

W.  P.  TOWLER,  ) 

On  motion  of  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  the  members  of  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery, No.  2,  and  all  visiting  Sir  Knights,  were  invited  to  seats 
during  the  session  of  Grand  Commandery. 

The  R.  •.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander  then  read  his  Annual  Address,  as 
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ADDBSSS  OF  QiBJiSH  COMUANrSB. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar^  State  of  Mississippi: 

As  it  has  been  said  by  another,  **there  stand  in  many  cities,  in  the 
public  gardens  and  squares,  fountains  of  marble  and  bronze  which  the 
cunning  hand  of  art  has  fashioned  into  the  likeness  of  heroic  men. 
There  they  stand,  unmoved,  while  from  the  curved  lips  and  hands  the 
gilding  water  flow  on,  and  on,  and  on,  forever — they  helpless  to 
check,  much  more  to  stop,  its  constant  flow.  So  it  is  that  time  slips 
throngh  the  hands  of  men,  without  shock  or  stay,  so  silently,  so 
smoothly,  so  swiftly,  that  it  is  only  when  the  recurrence  of  some 
anniversary  ripples  the  surface  of  the  stream  that  they  are  made  con- 
scious of  its  ceaseless  flow." 

Sir  Knights,  by  this  anniversary  we  are  reminded  that  another  year 
has  passed  and  gone  since  last  we  met,  bearing  on  its  record  our  daily 
work,  and  we  are  now  assembled  to  survey  the  same,  and  adopt  our 
plans  for  the  future ;  and  in  welcoming  you  to  this  our  Eighteenth 
Grand  Conclave,  it  is  with  devout  gratitude  to  Divine  Providence  for 
the  many  blessings  of  which  we  have  been  the  happy  recipients. 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  our  Constitution,  I  courte- 
ously submit  an  account  of  my  ofiicial  acts. 

GRENADA  COMMANDERY,   NO.    15. 

A  charter  having  been  granted  this  flourishing  Commandery  at  our 
last  Conclave,  I  was  immediately  called  upon  to  constitute  and  dedi- 
cate the  same.  Being  unable  to  attend  in  person,  I  appointed  Em.  Sir 
Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Grand  Captain  General,  as  my  deputy,  to  perform 
that  service,  which  was  done  in  due  and  knightly  form. 

CYRENE  COMMANDERY,  NO.  9. 

Soon  after  entering  upon  my  duties,  I  received  a  communication 
from  Sir  Patton,  Eminent  Commander  of  Cyrene,  No.  9,  announcing 
his  Commandery  to  be  in  a  **bad  fi\^''  and  so  it  proved  to  be.  His 
communication  was  under  date  of  May  9,  1877,  in  which  he  stated 
that  his  Commandery  had  held  no  meeting  since  April,  1876 ;  that  at 
each  stated  Conclave  he  endeavored  to  obtain  the  requisite  number, 
but  without  success,  but  at  the  last  meeting  he  succeeded  in  gettifl^SlC 
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present  eleven  members,  and  on  going  to  the  Sir  Knight,  with  whom 
they  for  years  were  accustomed  to  deposit  the  charter  for  safe 
keeping,  he  refused  to  surrender  it,  although  repeatedly  demanded  of 
him.  Sir  Patton  applied  to  the  Grand  Commander,  invoking  his 
authority  to  regain  possession  of  charter,  and  requesting  that  they  be 
allowed  sixty  days  to  revive  their  Commandery,  collect  their  dues  and 
make  settlement  with  the  Grand  Commandery  the  amount  of  their 
indebtedness. 

I  replied  that  from  the  explanation  made  by  him,  I  did  not  think  the 
penalty  should  be  enforced  against  their  Commandery,  and  that  I 
would  at  once  address  the  Sir  Knight  who  withheld  the  charter,  a 
communication  asking  an  explanation  of  his  conduct,  and  demand 
that  he  surrender  the  same  at  once ;  and  in  case  of  his  failure  to  do 
so,  that  I  would  issue  my  dispensation  to  convene  the  Commandery, 
elect  and  install  officers,  and  arraign  the  Sir  Knight  for  his  conduct. 
In  reply  to  my  demand  to  surrender  the  charter,  and  for  an  explana- 
tion of  his  conduct,  the  Sir  Knight  surrendered  the  same,  and  stated  his 
reasons  for  refusing  to  deliver  it  when  applied  to  by  the  Em.  Comman- 
der was,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  meeting  a  legal  one.  I  replied  that 
his  explanations  were  noted,  and  it  was  not  his  province  to  decide 
such  questions,  but  I  had  no  doubt  his  action  was  prompted  by  his 
understanding  of  his  knightly  vow,  and  advised  him  to  make  this 
statement  to  his  companion  Sir  Knights,  that  they  might  understand 
his  position,  and  that  nothing  might  occur  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  their  Commandery,  and  also  recommended  to  th.e  Em. 
Commander  that  such  apology  be  accepted ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
re-organization,  I  granted  them,  on  the  226.  day  of  May,  my  dispensa- 
tion to  hold  a  special  conclave  for  the  purpose  of  electing  and  installing 
iheir  officers  and  to  transact  such  other  business  as  might  come  before 
the  Commandery,  due  notice  being  first  given  to  the  members  thereof  ; 
also  at  the  same  time  granting  them  permission  to  parade  in  public  as 
escort  to  Masonic  bodies  in  the  proposed  celebration  of  St.  Johns'  Day, 
June  24. 

Nothing  more  was  heard  from  Cyrene  until  the  20th  August,  when 
I  was  applied  to  by  Sir  Patton,  the  E.  C,  for  a  dispensation  to  hold  a 
Special  Conclave,  receive  and  act  at  once  on  petitions.  I  replied  that 
I  was  compelled  to  decline  granting  the  dispensation  asked  for,  owing 
to  the  present  status  of  his  Commandery  ;  that  in  May  last  a  dispensa- 
tion was  granted  to  reorganize,  elect  and  install  their  officers,  which 
hey  had  failed  to  do.  Sir  Patton  replied  that  they  had  reorganized  ^ 
under  the  dispensation  granted,  and  he  thought  that  [Mt^e(hotice  had^^^ 
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been  given  by  the  Recorder,  and  the  returns  properly  made  and  for- 
warded to  the  Grand  Recorder,  or  he  would  not  have  made  this  request. 
Having  a  personal  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  Sir  Knights,  mem- 
bers of  Cyrene,  I  wrote  them  urging  ui>on  them  to  attend  their  next 
conclave  and  perfect  their  organization  and  prevent  a  surrender  of 
their  charter;  but  all  my  efforts  availed  nothing.  On  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, I  was  informed  by  Sir  Paiton  that  the  previous  day,  being  the 
time  of  their  stated  Conclave,  and  no  one  present  but  himself,  he  de- 
cided to  surrender  the  charter  and  other  property  of  the  Commandery, 
which  I  instructed  him  to  deliver  to  our  Grand  Recorder,  who,  under 
date  of  December  27th,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  same.  So 
the  Templar  Banner  in  that  jurisdiction,  has  been  furled. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

During  the  administration  of  Sir  Savery,  as  Grand  Commander, 
he  appointed  Sir  Jno.  Curtis  as  our  Grand  Representative  near  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania.  When  Sir  Curtis  presented  his 
commission  to  that  Grand  Body,  a  question  arose  as  to  his  eligibility, 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  that  Grand  Body.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  decided  that  under  the  laws 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  that  State,  he  was  not  eligible,  and 
could  not  be  recognized  as  such  Representative.  Accordingly  Sir 
Curtis  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  by  me  accepted,  and,  upon 
his  recommendation,  I  appointed  as  our  Grand  Representative  near  that 
Grand  Body,  R.\  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  H.  Dusenberrv,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
who  has  been  commissioned  accordingly. 

There  being  other  vacancies,  I  have  made  the  following  appoint- 
ments, for  which  commissions  have  been  issued ; 

Sir  W.  H.  Howes,  for  Grand  Commandery  of  Arkansas. 

Sir  Jno.  C.  Parish,  for  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Sir  M.  W.  Burt,  for  Grand  Commandery  of  West  Virginia. 

Sir  W.  L.  Buechener,  for  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio. 

Which  I  trust  will  meet  with  3four  approval. 

When  I  first  attended  this  Grand  Commandery  and  witnessed  the 
reception  of  the  Grand  Representatives  of  the  various  -Grand  Bodies, 
I  was  deeply  impressed ;  thought  it  a  big  thing  and  the  Representatives 
must  be  great  men.  Knowing  that  we  had  Grand  Representatives, 
but  never  hearing  anything  from  them,  I  concluded ,  when  I  became 
your  Grand  Commander,  I  would  ascertain  what  manner  of  men  they 
were.  I  communicated  with  each  and  requested  their  photographs, 
and,  having  collected  them,  I  now  present  them  to  tlys.^.Gjgn^;gy^^|g 
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They  are  a  fine  looking  set,  many  of  whom  I  personally  met  at  the 
the  Grand  Encampment  in  August  last. 

The  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  various  jurisdic- 
tions have  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  this  system  of  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, many  finding  no  use  for  them ;  but  I  claim,  if  they  are  all 
like  ours,  they  will  do  to  make  pictures,  if  nothing  more ;  and  consid- 
ering myself  competent  for  this,  I  have  accepted  a  commission  as  the 
Grand  Representative  of  Iowa,  and  have  recommended  the  following 
Sir  Knights  as  Grand  Representatives  for  the  following  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, without  vouching  as  to  their  qualifications  in  this  particular: 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  as  Grand  Representative  for  Minnesota. 

Sir  T.  G.  Birchett,  as  Grand  Representative  for  Arkansas. 

Sir  J.  R.  McIntosh,  as  Grand  Representative  for  Indiana. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  as  Grand  Representative  for  Iowa. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  as  Grand  Representative  of  West  Virginia. 
All  have  received  their  commissions.     I  would  add  that  I  am  afraid 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa  does  not  agree  with  me  as  to  my  qual- 
fications,  as  I  have  received  no  order  for  my  photograph. 

dispensations. 

I  granted  .a  dispensation  to  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  to 
parade  in  public  on  the  day  the  Commandery  was  constituted  and 
dedicated.  A  dispensation  was  granted  Lexington  Commandery,  No. 
3,  to  act  upon  the  petition  of  a  Companion ;  also  to  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery, No.  2,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  upon  the  petitions  of  two 
Companions,  at  the  stated  Conclaves  at  which  they  were  received, 
waiving  in  these  cases  the  usual  time  prescribed,  the  reasons  set  forth 
in  my  judgment  warranting  it. 

Also,  on  May  6th,  a  dispensation  was  granted  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery, No.  2,  to  act  upon  the  petition  of  Sir  W.  S.  Pation,  Past 
Grand  Commander,  for  affiliation,  at  the  stated  Conclave  to  be  held 
that  day ;  Sir  Patton  having  become  a  non-affiliate  by  the  action  of 
Cyrene,  No.  9,  in  surrendering  their  charter,  which  would  never  have 
occurred  if  the  Sir  Knights  of  that  jurisdiction  were  as  zealous  as  he 
was  in  the  Templar  cause. 

As  instructed  by  the  Grand  Commandery  at  last  Grand  Conclave, 
I  submitted  to  M.-.  E.*.  Grand  Master  J  as.  H.  Hopkins,  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  the  case  of  R.  A.  New,  who  claimed  to  be  a  Knight 
Templar.  The  resolution  referred  to  will  be  found  on  page  19,  of  the 
Proceedings  of  last  Grand  Conclave,  to  which  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing reply  :  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Pittsburg,  August  11,  1877. 

R.\  E.\  Wm.  a.  Fairchild,  0.\  C,\  of  Mississippi^  Vicksburg: 

My  Dear  Sir  Knight — In  reply  to  yours  of  6th  inst.,  with  resolution 
of  your  Grand  Commandery  relative  to  Dr.  New,  I  beg  to  suggest,  that  no 
authority  is  needed  for  Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery  to  receive  and  act  on 
the  petition.  In  my  view  of  the  case,  he  must  be  treated  as  any  other 
petitioner — not  as  a  K.  T.  irregularly  Knighted,  for  there  is  no  satisfactory 
evidence  that  he  ever  was  Knighted.  It  is  not  a  case  of  healing,  but  of 
reception  of  a  petition  of  a  R.  A.  Mason. 
Courteously  yours, 
[Signed.]  Jas.  H.  Hopkins,  Grand  Master. 

The  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  was  communicated  to  Coeur 
de  Lion. 

correspondence  with  other  grand  bodies. 

At  the  request  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5, 1  applied  to  R.'.  E.\ 
Sir  Benj.  Russell,  Grand  Commander  of  Louisiana,  for  permission 
for  said  Commandery  to  receive  and  ballot  upon  the  application  of 
Comp.  Jno.  Smyth,  residing  at  St.  Joseph,  in  that  jurisdiction,  to 
which  he  replied,  refusing  the  request,  on  the  ground  that  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Louisiana  concluded  it  was  time  for  them  to  take 
charge  of  their  entire  jurisdiction;  as  there  were  a  sufficient  number  of 
Knights  residing  at  St  Joseph,  they  contemplated  organizing  a 
Commandery  there. 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  ALABAMA. 

Under  date  of  February  11,  1878,  I  received  a  communication  ifrom 
Sir  Daniel  Smith,  E.  C.  of  Alabama  Commandery,  No.  6,  K.  T., 
stating  that  his  Commandery  had  received  an  application  from  Comp. 
Jno.  Kemper,  of  Enterprise,  Miss.,  for  the  orders  of  Knighthood,  and 
that  he  had  addressed  a  communication  to  the  R.*.  E.-.  G.*.  C.-.  of 
Alabama,  Jno.  G.  Smith,  asking  for  a  dispensation  to  receive  said 
petition,  which  having  been  granted,  he  sent  me  a  copy.  This  dispen- 
sation authorized  Alabama  Commandery  to  receive  the  petition,  but 
before  balloting  thereon  to  obtain  the  consent  of  Cyrene  Commandery, 
at  Meridian,  and  in  the  event  said  Commandery  is  not  in  working 
condition,  he  grants  him  permission  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Grand 
Commander  of  this  jurisdiction. 

I  replied  to  Sir  Smith,  that  however  anxious  I  might  be  to  grant  his 
request,  I  could  not  do  so  until  proper  application  was  made  to  nie  by 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Alabama,  and  in  answering  his  communica- 
tion, I  overlooked  the  mode  of  communication  witfegfj^j^  ^^5^|[Wip6 
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diction  adopted  by  his  Grand  Commander,  believing  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  inadvertence  on  his  part,  for  which  Alabama  Commandery  should 
not  suffer :  also  stating  to  him  that  although  Cyrene  had  surrendered 
their  charter,  the  territory  formerly  occupied  by  them  was  not  sur- 
rendered to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  this  jurisdiction,  but  to  the 
nearest  Commandery  thereto— in  this  case,  being  DeMolay,  No.  8,  of 
Columbus;  and  if  proper  application  was  made  by  his  Grand  Com- 
mander, asking  of  said  Commandery  waiver  of  jurisdiction  in  this  case, 
I  would  cheerfully  join  in  said  request.  Under  date  of  February  i8th, 
I  received  a  very  courteous  communication  from  Sir  Jno.  G.  Smith, 
Grand  Commander  of  Alabama,  acknowledging  receipt  of  my  commu- 
nication with  Alabama  Commandery,  which  had  been  forwarded  to 
him,  assuring  me  that  his  failure  to  communicate  with  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  but  authorizing  an  E.  *.  C.  *.  of  one  of  his  Subordinate 
Commanderies  to  do  so,  was  prompted  solely  to  expedite  the  matter, 
and  not  for  a  lack  of  courteous  sentiments  for  this  Grand  Jurisdiction; 
and  at  the  same  time  making  the  requisite  application  through  me  for 
a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  DeMolay  over  Comp.  Kemper, 
which  I  heartily  endorsed  and  forwarded  to  DeMolay,  to  which 
prompt  attention  was  paid,  and  jurisdiction  waived. 

DECISIONS. 

I  received  a  communication  submitting  the  following  case:  Sir 
Knights  Martz  and  Harrell,  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i,  were 
dimitted  in  order  to  organize  Cyrene  No.  9,  as  it  was  thought  at  that 
time  necessary,  before  they  could  join  in  a  petition  for  the  formation  of 
a  new  Commandery.  Subsequendy  they  dimitted  from  Cyrene  to  make 
up  the  requisite  number  to  form  Ivanhoe  No.  10.  The  Recorder  of 
Ivanhoe  informally  dropped  their  names  from  his  first  returns.  Effort 
was  made  to  get  dimits  for  them  from  Ivanhoe,  that  they  might 
resume  their  membership  in  Mississippi  Commandery,  which  had  been 
unsuccessful ;  that  the  Sir  Knights  very  justly  complained  that  they 
could  not  obtain  them,  when  they  had  been  used  to  form  two  other 
Commanderies.  And  as  it  was  not  necessary  for  them  to  dimit  in 
the  first  instance,  I  was  asked  to  authorize  Mississippi  Commandery 
to  entertain  their  petitions  for  re-affiliation. 

I  replied  I  did  not  have  the  power  to  do  so.  The  fact  of  their  hav- 
ing dimitted  in  the  first  instance  does  not  alter  the  case — their  status  is 
the  same.  Even  if  they  had  not  dimitted  from  Mississippi  Com- 
mandery, they  lost  their  membership  therein  upon  the  granting  of  the 
charter  to  Cyrene,  and  then  having  petitioned  to  form  Ivanhoe,  thevT 

igi  ize     y  ^ 
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lost  their  membership  in  Cyrene  when  a  charter  was  granted  to 
Ivanhoe,  and  they  became  members  thereof.  Being  informally 
dropped  from  the  rolls  by  the  Recorder,  I  promised  to  communicate 
at  once  with  Ivanhoe,  and  have  the  matter  corrected.  Prompt  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  my  request  by  Invanhoc,  and  the  Sir  Knights  re- 
instated and  dimits  granted. 

An  Em.  Commander  made  inquiry  as  to  the  right  of  Sir  Knights  to 
dimit,  saying  he  took  the  position  that  they  cannot  dimit  unless  in  case 
of  removal  out  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  then  to  connect  themselves  with 
another  Commandery.  In  this  I  informed  him  he  was  in  error ;  that 
a  Sir  Knight  was  entitled  to  his  dimit  upon  request  in  open  Com- 
mandery at  a  stated  Conclave,  provided  his  dues  are  paid  and  no 
charges  are  pending  against  him. 

Also,  an  inquiry  as  to  the  liability  of  Sir  Knights  for  dues  to  the 
Commandery  to  which  they  belonged  at  the  time  they  petitioned  for 
the  formation  of  another  Commandery.  I  replied  that  they  owed 
dues  to  the  old  Commandery  up  to  the  time  that  they  lost  their  mem- 
bership therein,  which  was  when  the  new  Commandery  was  constituted 
and  dedicated. 

On  this  point,  the  action  of  the  last  Grand  Encampment  was  that 
signing  a  petition  for  a  new  Commandery  suspends  membership  in  the 
old,  and  the  issuance  of  the  charter  severs  it. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Grand  Recorder  by  members  of 
Cyrene,  who  were  square  on  the  books  of  their  Commandery  at  the 
time  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  asking  for  certificates  of  mem- 
bership. As  the  Commandrry  was  in  default  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, the  Grand  Recorder  applied  to  me  for  instructions,  saying 
that  such  Sir  Knights  who  were  square  on  the  books  and  desired 
certificates  he  thought  should  pay  to  the  Grand  Commandery  one 
dollar  for  each  year  the  Commandery  was  in  arrears,  this  being  the 
usage  in  the  case  of  Ix)dges  surrendering  charters. 

I  replied,  to  require  this  would  have  the  effect  of  holding  the  mem- 
bers indivinually  responsible  for  the  obligations  of  their  Commandery, 
which  we  had  not  the  authority  to  do;  that  the  members  in  good 
standing  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  the  charter,  were  entided  to 
certificates  of  membership  on  paying  up  their  dues  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  to  issue  certificates  to  those  who  were  square  on  the 
books  at  the  time  the  charter  was  surrendered. 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Twentieth  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  GrancJigig^g^^^rx^^vS^^ie 
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the  United  States  convened  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  28th  of  August 
last  Mississippi  had  a  full  representation,  and  was  the  only  Jurisdic- 
tion from  the  South  whose  banner  was  unfurled  in  that  place  and 
borne  in  the  grand  parade ;  and  the  only  place  in  the  procession  where 
Mississippi  Templars  were  found  was  behind  their  colors. 

In  point  of  numbers  the  Twentieth  Triennial  exceeded  any  previous 
Conclave.  A  solid  column  of  Sir  Knights  in  rich  uniforms,  with 
beautiful  banners,  extended  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  while  a  solid 
mass  of  spectators  lined  the  sidewalks;  the  buildings  were  tastefully 
decorated  with  Templar  flags  and  banners,  and  presented  a  sight 
worthy  to  behold. 

The  Banner  of  Mississippi  called  forth  frequent  cheers  from  the  men, 
while  the  constant  waving  of  handkerchiefs,  and  clapping  of  tiny 
hands  on  the  part  of  the  ladies,  I  attribute  to  the  impression  made  by 
the  valliant  Knights  who  followed  it.  In  this  conclusion  I  am  satisfied 
this  Grand  Body  will  concur  with  me,  when  they  refer  to  the  list  of 
those  present,  to-wit : 

ROLL    OF    DELEGATES. 

Sir  Wm.  a.  Fairchild,  R.  E.  G.  C. 

Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  C.  G.  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  and  proxy 
for  D.  G.  C. 
Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder,  and  proxy  for  Grand  Generalissimo. 
Sir  W.  P.  TowLER,  E.  C.  Grenada  Commanderv,  and  proxy  for  G.  C.  G. 
Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  P.  R.  E.  G.  C. 
Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  P.  R.  E.  G.  C. 
Sir  G.  W.  Cox,  P.  R.  E.  G.  C. 

There  were  seven  subordinate  Commanderies  represented  by  the 
following  Sir  Knights: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1. 

Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  P.  E.  C; 
Sir  J.  L.  Power, 
Sir  John  A.  Webb. 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2. 

Sir  Heman  Denio,  C.  G.; 
Sir  Isaiah  Hardy,  S.  W.; 
Sir  E.  P.  Jones, 
Sir  Wm.  A.  Fairchild,  P.  E.  C. 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3. 

Sir  T.  W.  Smith,  E.  C. 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4. 

Sir  R.  N.  Lawrence, 

Sir  J.  F.  Butler.  C^r^r\n]i^ 
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St.  Cyr  Oommandery,  No.  6. 

Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  P.  E.  C; 
Sir  H.  M.  Romberg ER,  E.  C. 

De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8. 

Sir  G.  W.  Cox,  V.  E.  C. 

IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10. 

Sir  W.  A.  BoDENHAMER,  E.  C; 

Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  C.  O.; 

Sir  J.  R.  MclNTOSH,  P.  E.  C; 

Sir  W.  M.  Buchanan, 

Sir  J.  W.  Buchanan, 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt, 

Sir  C.  C.  Ross, 

Sir  John  McCurley. 

Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11. 

Sir  David  Carr, 
Sir  W.  V.  Davis. 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15. 

Sir  W.  P.  ToWLER,  E.  C; 

Sir  A.  P.  Saunders,  Generalissimo; 

Sir  B.  F.  Thomas. 

DECISIONS  BY  GRAND  MASTER. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  amended  in  one  or  two  cases 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  were  the  following : 

Ist.  That  signing  a  petition  for  a  new  Commandery  suspends  member- 
ship in  the  old,  and  the  issuance  of  the  charter  severs  the  membership  with 
old  Commandery. 

2d.  A  Past  Commander  may  open  a  Commandery  in  the  absence  of  the 
three  principal  officers,  preside  therein  and  confer  the  orders. 

3d.  The  form  of  petition  for  the  orders  cannot  be  altered,  no  new  quali- 
fication can  be  added  to  nor  any  taken  from  those  already  established. 

4th.  When  a  Commandery  has  rejected  a  petition,  no  other  Command- 
ery can  receive  a  petition  from  the  same  party  without  the  consent  of  the 
Commandery  rejecting. 

5th.    That  jurisdiction  attaches  from  a  favorable  ballot  on  a  petition. 

6th.  A  Commandery  may  enact  a  by-law  disfranchising  a  member  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  provided  notice  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  be 
given  the  delinquent  before  final  action  is  taken. 

7th.  It  is  lawful  to  suspend  for  non-payment  of  dues,  in  accordance  with 
the  by-laws,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  Commandery,  without  the  form  of  a  trial, 
unless  the  delinquency  be  denied. 

8th.  That  a  suspended  Knight  may  be  restored  to  good  standing  without 
restoration  to  membership. 

9th.  That  commissioners  may  be  appointed  to  take  evidence  and  exam- 
ine witnesses  in  the  trial  of  a  Knight  Templar,  but  must  simply  report  the 
evidence  thus  taken,  without  any  finding  of  their  own.  ^^^^T^ 
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10th.  There  are  no  title.s  for  past  officers  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, except  such  as  have  served  as  presiding  officer  in  a  grand  or  subordi- 
nate body. 

11th.  After  payment  of  the  liabilities  of  a  defunct  Commandery,  its  pro- 
perty reverts  to  the  Grand  Commandery. 

12th.  No  officer  below  the  rank  of  Captain  General  is  entitled  to  wear 
shoulder  straps. 

13th.  Where  a  notice  to  amend  the  Constitution  or  Statutes  has  been 
given,  the  death  or  absence  of  the  mover  does  not  affect  the  notice. 

RITUAL    OF   MALTA. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment to  report  a  form  of  Ritual  for  the  Order  of  Malta, reported,  and 
the  Ritual  was  exemplified  before  the  Grand  Encampment,  when,  after 
considerable  discussion,  it  was  Ordered,  *'That  the  Order  of  Malta 
may  be  conferred  or  communicated  as  heretofore,  or  in  accordance 
with  the  Ritual  this  day  reported,  and  that  final  action  upon  the 
adoption  of  this  Ritual  as  reported  be  postponed  until  the  next  Trien- 
nial Conclave,  and  further  that  the  same  be  disseminated  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  Grand  Master." 

Such  are  briefly  the  conclusions  of  the  Grand  Encampment  on  the 
most  important  matters  which  came  under  consideration. 

Chicago,  Ills.,  and  the  third  Tuesday  in  August,  A.  D.,  i88o,  was 
designated  as  the  place  and  time  for  holding  the  next  Triennial 
Conclave. 

The  following  order  of  Grand  Master  relative  the  death  of  R.  E. 
Sir  Orrin  Welch  has  had  the  requisite  attention : 

[General  Order  No.  4-— Special  Announcement.] 
GBAHD    ENCAMPMENT    KNIGHTS    TEMFIAB   OF    THE    UNITED    STATES 

The  M.'.  E.*.  Grand  Master,  Sends  Greeting: 

To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commander,  Officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  (he  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

memoria  in  ^eterna. 

It  i3  with  profound  regret  that  we  are  called  ujion  to  announce  the  death 
of  our  beloved  associate,  K.'.  E.'.  Orrin  Welch,  Grand  Warder  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  our  immediate  otficial  Rep- 
resentative in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  sad  event  occurred  Thursday  evening,  March  21st,  at  his  home  in 
the  city  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

Our  late  official  associate.  Sir  Knight  Orrtn  Welch,  was  a  Christian 
gentleman  and  upright  citizen,  a  distinguished  Freemason,  and  an  eminent 
and  chivalrous  Knight  Templar.  These  high  attributes  won  for  him, 
while  living,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact, and  will  plant  a  living  monument  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  onjoyed  the 
rare  privilege  of  companionship  with  him.    *^V//ji7  quod  tetigit  non  ornavitJ* 
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Therefore,  It  is  hereby  ordered,  That  upon  receipt  hereof,  as  a  token  of 
respect  for  the  deceased,  your  Banners  or  Stations  in  your  Asylum  be  suit- 
ably draped  with  Emblems  of  Mourning,  and  so  remain  until  the  close  of 
the  next  Annual  Conclave  of  your  Grand  Commandery,  and  that  the  Eight 
Eminent,  the  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi,  make  such  further  orders 
in  the  premises  as  to  him  may  seem  proper. 

It  id  further  ordered y  That  this  Communication  be  read  in  your  Grand 
Commandery  at  its  next  Conclave,  and  the  same  be  spread  at  length  upon 
the  records  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  our  Grand  Encampment, 
[seal]        at  the  city  of  Chicago,  State  of  Illinois,  this  25th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1878,  A.-.  0.\  700. 

Vincent  L.  Hurlbut, 
Attest: —  Grand  Master. 

T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Kecorder. 

In  retiring  from  this  high  and  responsible  position,  I  beg  leave  to 
present  the  Grand  Commandery  this  gavel,  made  of  wood  from  Mamre 
and  Mt.  Olivet.  Inscription  on  the  handle,  Mamre,  on  the  head, 
Hatzethim.  In  surrendering  this  emblem  of  authority  to  my  successor, 
it  is  with  deep  gratitude  for  the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me,  at  our 
last  Conclave,  and  which  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

WM.  A.  FAIRCHILD, 

Grand  Commander. 


On  motion  of  Sir  WxM.  Frenxh,  the  Address  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account, 
which,  being  read,  wxre  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 


To  the  R,\  E.\  Grand  Comviandcry  of  Mississippi : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Account  Current. 

The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave  are  as  follows : 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1 — Dues  of  1876 $  31  00 

Mississippi  "  "  1 — On  account  of  balance 19  00 

Mississippi  "  "  1— Balance  to  Dec.  27,  1876 23  00 

Magnolia  "  "  2— Dues  1876 86  00 

Lexington  "  "  3— Dues  1876 42  00 

Rosalie  "  "  5— Dues  1876 96  00 

Rosalie  "  *'  5— Balance 24  00 

St.  Cyr  "  "  (i— Dues  1876 66  00 

Winona  ♦'  "  7— Dues  1876 54  00 

DeMolay  **  "  8— Dues  1876 40  00  t 
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•Cyrene    Commandery,  No.      9 — For  certificates  to  members 6  00 

Ivanhoe                *•  **    10— Dues  1876 54  00 

Kosciusko             "  "    11— Dues  1876 44  00 

CceurdeLion      *'  "    13— Dues  1876 29  00 

Mary                     "  "    14— Dues  1876 39  00 

Grenada                "  "    15— Dues  1876 15  00 


Total $658  00 

Fop  which  amount  the  receipt  of  Grand  Treasurer  is  herewith  filed. 

Commanderies  are  in  arrears  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  dues  as 

follows : 

Lexincton,  No.  3— Dues  1875 $  55  00 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4— Dues  1876 31  00 

Canton,  No.  12— Dues  1876 26  00 


Total $112  00 

Which  amounts,  if  paid,  would  about  sa'tisfy  all  demands  against 
the  Grand  Commandery  to  this  date.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our 
Grand  Treasury,  as  a  rule,  is  empty,  and  it  must  so  continue  under 
the  present  basis  of  receipts  and  expenses.  The  Representatives  of 
fourteen  Commanderies  and  six  Grand  Officers  are  entitled  to  compen- 
sation for  attendance,  and  unless  the  Commanderies  are  highly  pros- 
perous, and  the  dues  are  promptly  and  fully  paid,  there  will  not  be 
sufficient  funds  to  meet  the  pay-roll  and  defray  the  other  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  I  have  no  recommendation  to 
offer  upon  this  subject,  as  I  do  not  think  the  tax  upon  the  Com- 
manderies should  be  increased,  and  those  who  are  required  to  attend 
the  Grand  Conclaves  should  have  their  actual  expenses  paid,  if 
possible. 

For  the  reason  thus  indicated,  I  have  taken  no  steps  toward  a  re- 
print of  the  Grand  Commandery  Proceedings,  including  the  publica- 
tion of  several  years'  proceedings  yet  in  manuscript.  These  records 
will  not  spoil  by  keeping  until  such  time  as  our  Grand  Treasury  will 
be  in  a  condition  to  justify  the  expense  of  their  publication. 

The  charter  of  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9,  having  been  surrendered 
to  the  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander,  I  received,  on  the  i8th  December 
last,  from  Past  Grand  Commander  Patton,  the  records,  seal  and 
other  effects  of  the  Commandery,  and  have  issued  certificates  to  such 
of  the  Sir  Knights  as  have  applied,  and  were  in  good  standing  at  the 
date  of  surrender. 

Pursuant  to  action  of  last  Grand  Conclave,  I  issued  a  charter  to 
Grenada  Commandery,  as  No.  15.  The  Commandery  bids  fair  to  be 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  jurisdiction.  Orders  conferred  on 
six  during  the  past  year.  Digitized  by  VjOOglc 
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NATCHEZ  PROTESTANT  ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

The  visit  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  the  Protestant  Orphan 
Asylum,  of  Natchez,  during  its  session  in  that  city,  last  May,  will  be 
long  and  pleasantly  remembered.  The  proposition  then  made  by  your 
Grand  Recorder,  and  so  heartily  assented  to,  to  provide  a  Templar 
Badge  of  Honor  for  the  children  of  that  institution,  was  in  due  time 
attended  to,  as  will  be  best  explained  by  the  following  correspondence  r. 

Office  of  Grand  Recorder,  ) 

Jackson,  Miss.,  October  5,  1877.  J 
Mrs.  Carradine,  Secretary  ProUstanf.  Orphan  Asylum,  Naichez : 

Dear  Madam — I  send  you,  through  Sir  Knights  DeLap,  Bahin  and 
Dicks,  a  Silver  Medal,  with  the  compliments  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi,  to  be  awarded  from  time  to  time  to  the  children  of  the  Asylum 
who  may  excel  in  neatness,  industry,  decorum.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well 
to  award  this  on  the  first  of  each  month,  to  be  worn  by  the  child  until 
another  excels.  The  lady  managers  can  arrange  details.  Tlie  Grand  CJom- 
mandery  will  be  pleased  to  have  an  annual  report  showing  who  wore  the 
medal  during  the  year.  It  will  be  a  means  of  keeping  the  institution 
before  us,  and  may  be  of  some  service  to  those  boys  and  girls  whose  namea 
are  read  out  in  our  annual  assemblies.  Our  visit  to  the  Asylum  in  May 
last,  won  the  hearty  sympathy  of  all,  and  I  trust  that  the  tihie  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  Masons  of  Mississippi  will  see  the  way  clear  to  give  the 
institution  substantial  assistance.  Very  respectfully, 

J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder. 

Natchez,  Miss.,  October  11,  1877. 
Mrs.  Jas.  Carradine,  Secretary  P.  0.  A.: 

Dear  Madam — Referring  to  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mis- 
sissippi on  the  occasion  of  its  visit  to  the  Asylum  in  May  last,  the  un- 
dersigned, a  special  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  take  plejisure  in 
handing  you  herewith,  on  behalf  of  that  body,  a  Templar  Medal  or  Badge,, 
to  be  worn  by  the  scholars  under  such  regulations  as  the  lady  managers 
may  deem  best;  report  to  be  made  to  Grand  Commandery  annually. 

Expressing  the  hope  that  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Templars  of  Mis- 
sissippi may  serve  as  an  incentive  to  the  children  under  your  care  to  excel 
in  their  studies,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  those  graces  and  accomplish- 
ments which  beautify  and  adorn  the  mind  and  which  will  fit  them  to 
become  useful  members  of  society,  we  have  the  honor  to  remain. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,     ) 
Jno.  A.  Dicks,        >  Committee. 
G.  J.  Bahin,  J 

Natchez,  October  12th,  1877. 
Messrs.  E.  Geo.  BeLap,  Jno,  A,  Dicks  and  G.  J.  Bahin : 

Gentlemen — The  Medal  for  the  Protestant  Orphanp,  which  was  con- 
signed to  your  care,  was  handed  me  yesterday.  It  is  a  very  beautiful  gift, 
and,  I  believe,  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  exciting  the  ambition  of  the 
children,  so  that  much  good  may  be  the  result.  Allow  me,  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  to  thank  you  for  your  promptness  and  kind  wishes. 

Respectfully, 

Mary  J.  A.  Carradine,  t 

Secretary  [PgittsbdA^JdnO.OQlC 
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Natchez,  Miss.,  May  11,  1878. 
Col.  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder: 

Dear  Sir — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report,  through  you,  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Mississippi,  that  the  handsome  medal  presented  by  that 
Body  to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  of  this  city,  has  been  highly 
appreciated  ;  and,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  report  of  the  Secretary, 
has  excited  the  ambition  of  the  children  to  such  a  degree  that  it  hcs  often 
been  difficult  to  decide  to  whom  it  should  be  awarded.  Emma  Travis, 
from  Jackson,  wore  it  in  November  and  December;  Laura  Morris,  from 
Vicksburg,  wore  it  in  January,  February  and  March ;  and  Florence 
•Seviers,  from  Adams  county,  has  worn  it  since  the  first  of  April.  The 
orphans,  during  the  past  year,  have,  in  addition  to  good  deportment, 
showed  increased  interest  in  their  studies.  Eight  of  them,  namely: 
Margery  Lemon,  Nannie  Morris,  Octavia  Davis,  Lizzie  Fitzing,  Ada 
Beard,  Archie  Stuart.  Walter  Stuart  and  Marion  Waterbury  have  had 
perfect  reports  at  school.  The  children  remember  with  great  pleasure  the 
visit  of  your  Honorable  Body  to  tne  Asylum  last  May,  and  surely  the 
substantial  remembrances  since  received  from  the  Masonic  Fraternity  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  Board  which  I  have  the  honor  to  serve. 

Respectfully,  Mrs.  James  Carradixe, 

Secretary  P.  O.  A. 

In  this  connection,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  the  earnest  appeal 
of  the  several  Masonic  Bodies  of  Natchez,  recently  made  to  the  Craft 
throughout  the  State,  in  behalf  of  the  Asylum.  Unfortunately,  the 
Grand  Commandery  is  not  in  a  condition  just  now  to  assist  from  its 
Treasury,  but  the  Representatives  here,  by  urging  this  matter  upon  the 
attention  of  their  respective  Commanderies,  may  be  able  to  render 
material  and  very  timely  aid  to  this  most  worthy  charity.  The  sev- 
eral Commanderies  might  contribute  in  the  aggregate  from  $500.00  to 
$1000.00  annually  to  this  good  object,  and  not  realize  the  offering 
except  in  the  blessing  of  Heaven  which  would  be  sure  to  follow. 
The  Asylum  has  been  in  existence  for  sixty-two  years,  and  how  it  has 
been  sustained  in  providing  food,  shelter  and  education  for  the  one 
thousand  or  more  orphans  that  it  has  cared  for,  during  that  period,  is 
only  known  to  those  who  have  made  personal  and  pecuniary  sacrifices 
in  its  behalf. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  that  the  silver  badge  referred  to  was 
paid  for  out  of  the  amount  due  one  of  our  Grand  Officers,  for  mileage 
and  per  diem,  at  last  Grand  Conclave,  whose  name  I  am  under  orders 
not  to  mention. 

The  Grand  Commandery  is  under  obligation  to  the  Vicksburg  and 
Meridian  Railroad,  the  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  New  Orleans  Railroad, 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  the  steamer  Natchez,  and  the  Anchor 
Line  of  steamers,  for  the  courtesy  of  reduced  rates  to  Representatives 
and  others  attending  the  Grand  Conclave. 

Fraternally  submitted,  J.  L.  POVVER,'^  qoqIc 

Grand  Recorder.     ^ 
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ACCOUNT  OF  GRAND  TREASURER. 


X.  S.  WALKER,  Grand  Treasurer, 

la  Account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mmissippi : 

im.  Dr. 

May  13.    To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  this  date $658  GO- 

Cr. 
By  Pay  Roll,  Grand  Conclave,  1877,  as  follows: 
Sir  T.  J.  Birchett,  Kepresentative  Magnolia,  No.  2,  voucher  No.  1...  14  00 
"  B.  T.  Say  re,  Representative  Lexington,  No.  3,  voucher  No.  2...  22  00- 
"   John  K.  Fulson,  Representative  St.  Cyr,  No.  6.  voucher  No.  3..  80  00 
"   Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Representative  Winona,  No.  7,  voucher  No.  4.  18  SO* 
"  E.  M.  Walker,  Representative  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  voucher  No.  6..  40  00 
"   S.  C.  Conly,  Representative  Kof»ciusko,  No.  11,  voucher  No.  6..  33  00 
"  N.  S.  Walker,  Representative  Coeur  de  Lion,  No.  13,  vouch- 
er No.  7 13  00 

**   R.  M.  Young,  Representative  Mary,  No.  14,  voucher  No.  8 39  00 

"   R.  F.  Hudson.  Representative  DeMolav,  No.  8,  voucher  No.  9..  40  00 
"   Gus  J.  Bahin,  balance  due  him  as  Gr.  St.  Bearer,  1876,  voucher 

No.  10 25  00 

"   Harry  Gibbon,  Grand  Captain  General,  voucher  No.  11 40  00 

"   Oliver  Clifton,  Grand  Commander,  voucher  12 15  00 

"   J.  L.Power,  Grand  Recorder,  voucher  13 15  00 

Grand  Encampment,  U.  S.,  dues  for  1877,  voucher  No.  14 24  55- 

Power  &   Barksdale,  proceedings    and    other    printing,   voucher 

No.  15 .". 170  50 

Grand  Recorder,  postage  from  Jan.  1,  to  Oct.  12,  1877,  voucher 

No.  16 16  75 

Grand  Recorder,  balance  due  on  salary,  1875,  voucher  No.  17 16  09 

Eyrich  &Co.,  Account  Book,  voucher  No.  18 60 

Grand  Recorder,  postage  co  May  7,  1878,  voucher  No.  19 6  60 

Grand  Recorder,  in  part  salary  1876,  voucher  No.  20 64  61 

Medal  for  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  Natchez,  voucher  21 15  00 

Total  disbursements $658  Oa 

To  the  i?.  E.  Grand  Gommandery  of  Mississippi : 

Above  find  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  since  Grand 
Conclave,  1877,  to  this  date,  together  with  vouchers  for  same. 
Courteously  submitted, 

N.  S.  WALKER, 
May  14th,  1878.  Grand  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Sir.  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  the  report  of  Grand  Treasurer 
was  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  following  Sir  Knights  were  reported  in  attendance  in  addition 
to  those  present  yesterday  : 

From  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i — Sir  John  Nelson,  Past 
Grand  Generalissimo,  and  Sir  Matt  F.  Ash.  .     ,  ,,  ,/^T/> 
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From  Coeur  de  Lion,  No.    13 — Sir  Stephen  Thrasher  and  W.  E. 

FOOTE. 

REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  Past  Grand  Commander,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report : 

To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Cmnmanderyof  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  appointed  at  Columbus  two  years  ago  to  procure  the 
Work  of  the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

The  General  Grand  Encampment  has  no  regular  Work  in  the  Red  Cross 
or  Templar  Orders. 

Your  Committee  has  visited  a  number  of  Commanderies  in  different 
jurisdictions,  and  has  also  conversed  with  some  of  the  best  ritualists  they 
could  find,  and  find  but  little  difference — some  more  embellished  and 
polished  than  others.  The  most  perfect  Work,  in  the  estimation  of  your 
Uommittee,  is  that  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  There  was  a  Work,  the 
"  English  Malta,"  presented  to  the  General  Grand  Encampment  at  its 
Grand  Conclave  at  Cleveland  for  adoption,  and  was  generally  approved  by 
its  members,  and  by  a  resolution  was  permitted  to  be  conferred  oy  subor- 
dinate Commanderies. 

At  the  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee,  January  4, 
1878,  this  AVorkwas  adopted  and  its  subordinates  instructed  to  confer  the 
same.  Your  Committee  think  the  Work  beautiful  and  impressive,  and 
should  be  conferred  in  preference  to  any  other  Work. 

Your  Committee   would   respectfully  reauest  that  a  committee  be  ap- 

Eointed  to  examine  into  the  Kentucky  and  Malta  Works,  and,  if  approved 
y  them,  for  this  Grand  Body  to  adopt  the  same.. 

J.  K.  Fulsok,  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  the  Report  was  received  and 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  of  seven,  consisting,  as  appointed  by 
the  R.  •.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  of  Sirs  John  K.  Fulson,  F.  C. 
Mercer,  C.  M.  Erwin,  W.  G.  Paxton,  C.  Lee  Lincoln,  B.  A. 
Vaughan. 

COURTESIES. 

An  mvitation  was  received  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Bent,  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Schools,  to  visit  the  public  schools  of  Vicksburg, 
which  was  accepted  for  Thursday,  at  1 2  m. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Young  Mens'  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, through  Mr.  W.  M.  Rockwood,  President,  inviting  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  visit  the  rooms  of  the  Association 
at  such  times  as  they  might  find  it  convenient,  which  was  accepted. 

Courteous  invitations  were  also  received  and  the  Grand  Recorder 
requested  to  make  acknowledgment  of  same,  from  Mr.  S.  J.  Clinton,  t 
proprietor   of   the  Island  across  the  River;    Messrs.  WachenhertlP®'^^ 
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Herman,  proprietors  of  the  Garden,  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Blanks,    photo- 
graphic artist. 

FROM  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDER  CLIFTON. 

The  R. '.  E.\  Grand  Commander  presented  the  following  communi- 
cation, which,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes : 

Jackson,  Miss.,  May  13,  1878. 
My  Dear  Sib  Kxight  Fairchild  : 

Almost  at  the  lasi  moment  I  find  that  I  will  b3  unable  to  attend  the 
Conclave  of  Grand  Commandery.  This  no  one  can  regret  more  than  I, 
but  my  business  engagements  are  important,  and  will  not  yield. 

As  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  I  have 
no  report  to  make.  The  Sir  Knights  of  your  command  are  Uio  intelligent 
to  need  instruction  about  their  rights  and  duties. 

Remember  me  to  our  mutual  friends,  and  believe  me,  that  I  wish  you  all 
a  spbndid  time.  Courteously,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  Clifton. 

JURISDICTION  OF  COMMANDERIES. 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER  offered  an  amendment  to  Rule  50,  which  Rule 
extends  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  one-half  the  distance  by 
a  direct  line,  between  itself  and  the  next  nearest  Commandery — the 
amendment  proposing  that  jurisdiction  shall  be  determined  by  the  time 
and  convenience  of  travel,  and  not  by  air  lines. 

After  a  brief,  but  very  earnest  discussion,  the  amendment  was 
referred,  by  a  vote  of  13  to  7,  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

DEVOTIONAL     SERVICES. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  each 
Annual  Grand  Conclave,  the  Grand  Commandery  will  attend,  in  a 
body,  some  place  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and 
there  offer  up  to  the  Throne  of  Divine  Grace,  its  prayers  and  supplica- 
cations,  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  usage  of  the  Order ;  that  a 
special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  compile  a  Ritual  for  such 
service,  and  to  have  the  same  printed,  and  that  the  Commandery, 
stationed  at  the  place  where  each  Annual  Conclave  is  held,  will  be 
expected  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Which  was  adopted,  and  the  R.  *.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander  appointed 
as  the  Committee  Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  J.  B.  Linn,  Wm.  H.  Watkins. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  appointed,  to  report 
before  adjournment.  Committee :  Sirs  W.  G.  Paxton,  J.  B.  Linn, 
Chas.  T.  Chamberlain. 

On  motion,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special 
order  for  4  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Digitized  by  VjUUQIc 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  motiort  of  Sir  Wm.  French,  the  Representatives  of  the  several 
Grand  Commanderies  were  then  formally  introduced  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  courteously  received  and  welcomed,  with  the  usual 
honors.     They  are  as  follows: 

From  Grand  Commandery  of  Arkansas — Sir  T.  G.  Birchett. 
From  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa— Sir  Wm.  A.  Fairchild. 
From  Grand  Commandery  of  Minnesota — Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton. 
From  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio — Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin. 
From  Grand  Commandery  of  West  Virginia — Sir  N.  S.  Walker. 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

On  motion,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence was  made  the  first  special  order  for  this  afternoon. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  ii  130  a.  m.,  adjourned  for  the  parade, 
until  4  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  4  o*clock. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted  : 
To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commandenj  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  respectfully  submit  that  they 
have  examined  ihe  same,  and  courteously  recommend  ns  follows: 
1st.  So  much  as  refers  to  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  9;  and, 
2d.  So  much  as  refers  to  Grand  Representatives,  be  approved. 
3d.  So  much  as  refers  to  Dispensations,  to  a  Committee  on  Dispensations. 
4th.  So  much  as  refers  to  Mobile  Commandery  and  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Alabama,  be  approved. 

5th.  So  much  as  refers  to  Decisions,  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence. 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP,     ) 

J.  K.  FULSON,        y  Committee. 

GEO.  S.  GREEN,     ] 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  which  was  received  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
was  appropriated  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence. 

Sir  Wm.  French  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted :  Digitized  by  VjiUUgle 
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Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  duly  appreciates  the  honor  of 
the  presence  on  ita  floor,  of  the  second  officer  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  Right  Eminent  Sir  Walter  L.  Braqo,  Deputy  Grand 
Master ;  that  we  listened  with  delight  and  pleasure  to  the  eloquent  address 
made  by  our  distinguished  visitor  on  the  occasion  of  his  reception,  and 
that  we  express  the  hope  that  his  official  visitation  of  our  Jurisdiction 
afforded  him  a  satisfaction  and  enjoyment  commensurate  with  our  own. 

The   Grand   Commandery  then   proceeded   to  the   special   orders 

to-wit:  the 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS, 

for  the  ensuing  year — the  R.\  E.-.  Grand  Commander  appointing  as 
tellers  Sirs  Wm.  French  and  John  K.  Fulson.  The  several  ballots 
resulting  as  follows : 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton, Vickshurg, Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin, Winona, Dept.  Grand  C-ommander. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Besbrook, Natchez, Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson, Columbus, Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  J.  B.  Linn, Columbus, Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  Wm.  French, VickshHrg, Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  J.  J.  Baker, Lexington, Grand  Junior  Warden. 

SirN.  S.  Walker, Port  Gibson, Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power, Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Gus  J.  Bahin, Naicliez, Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Frederic  Speed, Vlchburg, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln, Columbus, Grand  Warder. 

Sir  D.  D.  L.  Quinn, Columbus, Grand  Captain    of  Guard. 

time  and  place  of  next  conclave. 

On  motion,  the  city  of  Columbus  was  selected  as  the  place,  and  the 
2ist  day  of  May,  1879,  ^s  the  time  for  the  next  Annual  Grand  Com- 
clave. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  a  suitable  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  for  the  Gavel  presented 
to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  referred  to  in  his  Address.  Com- 
mittee :  Sirs  J.  B.  Linn,  E.  Geo.  DeLap  and  B.  A.  Vaughn. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  adjourned  until  10 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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THIRD    DAY. 


Thursday,  May  17,  1878. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  the  appointed  hour. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Recorder  was  requested  to  prepare  a  tele- 
gram of  fraternal  greeting  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama, 
which  convenes  to-day  at  Eufala. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted ; 
To  the  B.'.  E.\  Grand  Commandenj  of  Missmippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  respectfully  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  report  of  E.\  Sir  Grand  Recorder,  and  courteously 
recommend  its  apportionment,  as  follows:  So  much  as  refers  to  Subordinate 
Commanderles,  to  the  Committee  on  Subordinate  Commanderies;  so  much  as 
refers  to  finance,  to  the  Finance  Committee ;  so  much  as  refers  to  the 
Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asyhim  Asylum,  to  the  <  haritable  and  phi- 
lanthropic consideration  and  attention  of  all  Templar  Masons  throughout 
the  State;  so  much  a»  relates  to  courtesies  extended  by  the  railroads  and 
steamboats,  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Courteously  submitted,  E.  GEO.  DeLAP,  )  ^^^^  n^^^Ufon 

J.  K.  FULSON,    I  ^^'  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted  : 
To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Reports  and 
Accounts  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  respectfully  report 
that  we  have  performed  that  duty,  and  find  the  same  correct  in  every 
particular. 

WM.  G.  PAXTON,         ) 
WM.  G.  BENBROOK,   }  Committee. 
JOHN  K.  FULSON,      j 
The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  Sir  Towler,  proposing  to  amend  Section  50, 
Rules  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  so  that  jurisdictional  limits 
of  Subordinate  Commanderies  shall  be  determined  by  "usual  traveled 
routes"  instead  of  by  "air  lines,"  as  at  present  provided,  would  respect- 
fully recommend,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  the  question  ana  the 
many  conflicting  interests  involved,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies  for  their  consideration,  and  report  at  next 
Grand  Conclave.  Courteously  yours, 

W.  G.  PAXTON,   )    p^,,^u^^        T 
R.  F.  HUDSON,    |DigfePy^t)OgIe 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  received;  whereupon  Sir  Frederic 
Speed  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Remlvedy  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  report  at 
the  next  Annual  Grand  Conclave,  to  revise  and  determine  the  boundaries 
of  the  several  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  to  recommend  such,  if  any, 
changes  in  the  present  regulations  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

The    R.-.    E.-.    Grand   Commander,    subsequently,    appointed    Sir 

Frederic   Speed,    of   Magnolia,   No.   2 ;    Sir   Oliver   Clifton,   of 

Mississippi,  No.  i,  and  Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  of  Coeur  de  Lion,  No.  13, 

as  the  committee  indicated  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

REPORT   ON   WORK. 

Sir  F.  C.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  on  Work,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which,  after  discussion,  was  adopted  : 

To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Work,  beg  leave  to  report:  That  they  have  examined  the  Work  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  find  it  so  near  the  Work  of  Mississippi,  that  we  see  no  cause  to 
change  the  Work  now  in  use  and  practice,  except  the  addition  of  a  few 
very  elegant  embelli3hments,  which  we  recommend  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Grand  Commandery.  We  would  recommend  that  a 
committee  of  three  of  our  members  be  selected  to  disseminate  the  Work  at 
its  acttial  costy  and  to  report  their  action  at  the  next  Grand  Conclave.  We 
also  recommend  the  Malta  Work,  as  presented  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  adoption  by  this  Grand  Commandery,  with 
permission  to  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  confer,  or  communicate,  as 
they  may  elect.  Fraternally  submitted, 

F.  C.  MERCER,  For  Committee. 

THANKS    FOR    QAVEL. 

Tne  following  report  of  a  Special  Committee  was  presented  and 
adopted  : 
To  the  Grand  Commandenj  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  ask  to  report  as  follows : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  accepting  the  gavel  constructed 
from  wood  from  Mamre  and  Mt.  Olivet,  a  knightly  courtesy  from  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander  W.  A.  Fairchild,  beg  to  assure  him  that 
by  his  true  and  knightly  bearing,  just  and  moderate  administration,  he 
has  rooted  himself  as  firmly  in  our  hearts  as  were  the  trees  from  which  the 
woods  were  taken  in  the  sacred  soils  of  Mamre  and  Mt.  Olivet.  That  in 
transmitting  this  emblem  of  Masonic  authority,  we  will  ever  be  mindful  to 
confer  it  upon  those  who  are  likely  to  emulate  the  bestower  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  Divine  attribute  which  won  for  Zeurubbabel  knightly  honor  at 
the  hands  of  Darius,  King  of  Persia,  and  that  in  his  pilgrimage,  he  will 
ever  find  us  ready  to  protect  and  support  him  till  he  is  finally  introduced  to 
the  hospitality  of  our  Divine  Generalissimo  in  the  Grand  Asylum  above. 

J.  B.  LINN,  ) 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP,     \  Committee. 
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RESTORATION   TO    MEMBERSHIP. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap  offered  the  following,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Templar  Law : 

Whereas,  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  at  last 
Grand  Conclave,  the  following  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
considered,  and  action  thereon  postponed  until  the  present  Conclave: 

3c1.  WnERKAs,  Section  5.  RuleH  and  Edicts  of  rbis  Grand  Commandery,  is  in 
conflict  with  Arc.  1,  Sec.  2,  Div  2,  would  recommend  that  Section  5  be  stricken 
oat,  and  that  the  following  bo  in^ei  ted  as  Section  5  of  Rules  and  Edicts  of  this 
Grand  Commandery. 

Sbc.  5.  If  the  judgment  appealed  from  be  reversed,  the  Knight  who  was  under 
discipline  is  thereby  restored  to  good  standing,  and  to  member&hip  in  this 
Commandery. 

And  Whereas,  M.\  E.*.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Hopkins,  while  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  promulgated  the  *'ollowinK 
as  a  part  of  a  decision  in  reference  to  the  status  of  a  Templar  suspended 
or  expelled  by  his  Commandery  and  restored  by  action  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  to  the  rights  of  the  Order,  to-wit: 

Question.  A  Sir  Knight,  member  of  a  Commandery,  is  suspended  for  an 
offense,  he  atones,  and  his  Commandry  restores  him  to  good  standing,  on  what 
just  just  grounds  can  they  refuse  him  his  former  standing  as  a  member  of  iiis 
Commandery. 

Answer — Whether  it  is  just  lo  restore  a  suspended  Knight  to  good  standing 
ad  deny  him  the  privileges  of  membership  has  beeu  decided  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment, and  I  cannot  reverse  its  action.  There  may  be  cases  in  which 
atonement  for  the  offense  which  caused  suspension  might  justify  the  restora- 
tion to  good  standing,  and  ^et  the  harmony  of  the  Commandery  might  demand 
the  exclusion  of  the  offending  Knight. 

Which  decision  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Encampment;  and 

Whereas,  The  doctrine  of  the  supreme  sovereignty  of  the  subordinate 
Commandery  in  the  matter  of  the  control  of  its  membership  is  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Masonic  faith,  and  the  sheet-anchor  of  our 
hopes  for  the  prosperty,  perpetuity  and  peace  of  our  Masonic  Institutions; 
therefore, 

Resolvfdy  That  this  Grand  Commandery  reiterates  and  re-enacts  that 
clause  of  its  Regulations  which  provides  that  when  a  Knight  has  been 
suspended  by  his  Commandery,  the  ix>wer  to  restore  him  to  membership 
therein  is  vested  solely  in  his  Commandery. 

Besolvedy  That  we,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  subordinate  Com- 
manderies  of  Mississippi,  hail  with  delight  this  recognition,  by  the  supreme 
head  of  the  Order,  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  Commanderies  in  this 
regard. 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  fully  approve  and  concur. 

KRHUdJon;    }    For  Committee. 

RESOLUTIONS    OF  THANKS. 

Sir  J.  B.  Linn,  from  Special  Committee  on  Resolutions,  submitted 
the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Remlved,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  tender  their  sincere  thanks  to      t 
R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  Wm.  A.  Fairchild,  for  his  faithful,  impartiMUQlC 
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and  courteous  discharge  of  the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion ;  and  that  in  parting  with  him  as  our  Grand  Commander,  he  has  our 
heartfelt  wishes  for  his  welfare  here  and  hereafter,  witli  an  earnest  hope 
that  his  Knightly  and  genial  presence  may  be  with  us  for  many  years  in 
our  Annual  Conclaves. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  for 
their  knightly  and  generous  welcome  extended  to  this  Grand  Commandery, 
and  to  the  Sir  Knights  and  their  families  in  attendance;  also,  to  the  citi- 
zens of  Vicksburg  tor  their  bountiful  hospitality  during  our  stay  in  theik* 
city ;  of  their  many  kindnesses  we  shall  ever  cherish  delightful  remem- 
brance. In  bidding  them  farewell,  we  give  them  our  hearty  benedictions, 
that  love  and  prosperity  may  ever  be  found  among  them. 

Jiesolvedj  That  to  the  Firemen  of  Vicksburg  our  thanks  are  especially 
due  for  their  hospitality  so  generously  extended  to  us  on  the  day  of  their 
annual  parade;  as  also  to  the  Firemen's  Silver  Cornet  Band,  who  placed 
us  under  many  obligations  for  the  delightful  music  furnished  us  on  several 
occasions. 

Resolredy  That  our  thanks  are  cordially  tendered  the  Superintendent  and 
Teachers  of  Main  Street  Public  School,  for  the  pleasure  derived  from  our 
visit  there,  which  was  truly  refreshing  as  well  as  profitable,  after  the  close 
of  the  more  formal  and  weighty  engagements  of  our  Order. 

Besolvcdf  That  we  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  the  several  railways  and 
steamboat  companies  which  proffered  this  Grand  Commandery  reduced 
rates  of  fare  in  attending  the  same  ;  and  again  are  we  under  obligations  to 
Capt.  Leathers,  of  the  steamer  Natchez,  as  well  as  to  the  V.  &  M.  R.  R., 
for  the  very  delightful  excursion  given  us  on  the  first  day  of  our  session. 
To  the  Captain  of  the  steamer  Fair  Play,  and  to  the  courteous  oflScials  in 
charge  of  the  National  Cemetery,  we  can  only  express  our  regrets  that 
want  of  time  compelled  us  to  decline  the  invitation  for  an  excursion  to 
the  Cemetery. 

Resolved f  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished  the  Vicksburg 
papers  for  publication. 

The  several  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  the 
retiring  Grand  Commander  R.  *.  E.  *.  Sir  Wm.  A.  Fairchild. 

R.  •.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Paxton  announced  the 
Standing  Committees,  as  foljows : 

Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence — Sir  W.  A.  Fairchild,  Vicksburg;  Sir 
Harry  Gilmore,  Aberdeen ;  Sir  John  K.  Fulsox,  Holly  Springs. 

Foreign  Correspondence — Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Natchez;  Sir  David  Carr, 
Kosciusko;  Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  Water  Valley. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mis- 
sissippi, adjourned,  at  i  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  Solemn  and  Knightly  Form, 
to  meet  in  the  city  of  Columbus  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1879,  A.  O.  761,  at  12  o'clock  m. 

W.  G.   PAXTON, 

Attest:  Grand  Commander. 
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RETURNS    OF 

SUBORDINATE    COMMANDERIES, 

For  the  Year  Endingr  December  27,  1877. 

(INXLUDING    OFFICERS    FOR    1878.) 


Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


Geo.S.  Green E.  C. 

Robt.  Bradley Gen'o. 

Jdo.  a.  Webb C.  G. 

C.  Johnson Prelate. 

John  Nelson,  r.  E.  c S.  W. 

11.  D.  Hardy J.  W. 


J.  L.  Power Treasurer. 

J  no.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr Recorder. 

H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  e.  c ISt.  Bearer. 

Matt.  F.  Ash,  r.  E.  c Sw.  Bearer. 

Oliver  Clifton,  P.  G.  c Warder. 

John  M.  Cain Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— Thomas  Palmer,  Jno.  T.  Buck,  R.  L. 
Saunders. 

Members — Harris  Barksdale,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr., 
J.  C.  Cameron,  Wm.  M.  Compton,*  Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Sr.,  N.  Greener, 
Jones  S.  Hamilton,  David  Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  D.  W.  Jones,  R.  F. 
McCiill,  G.  S.  Yerger— Total,  28. 

Honorary  Member — Joseph  P.  Horner. 

Dimitted— T.  S.  Gathright. 

Died— W.  C.  Crane,  1877;  Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  April  11,  1877. 

Suspended  for  Non  payment  of  Dues— J.  R.  Merger. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $28  00 

♦  By  oversight  Sir  Knight  Wm.  M.  Compton's  name  did  not  appear  in  last 
year's  report.  "        ^  t 
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Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

Eegiilar  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


Wm.  G.  Paxton E.  C. 

Wm.  French Gen'o. 

Frederic  Speed C.  G. 

W.  A.  Fairchild,  P.E.c.&G.cPrelnte. 

Isaiah  Hardy S.  W. 

Heman  Deni'o J.  W. 


H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

J.  W.  Powell,  P.  E.  c Recorder. 

J.  H.  Berresford St.  Bearer. 

E.  P.  Jones Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  J.  Thompson Warder. 

Win.  Murry Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — C.  A.  Man  love,  J.  W.  M.  Harris,  L.  C. 
Moore,  T.  G.  Birchett. 

Members — W.  H.  Andrews,  F.  M.  Andrews,  M.  T.  Anderson,  D.H.  Alver- 
son,  G.  W.  Bookout,  J.  W.  Beaty,  W.  M.  Chamberlin,  T.  P.  Crutcher,  S. 
H.  Childress,  E.  C.  Carroll,  S.  Coate,  J.  W.  Ellis,  F.  M.  Featherston,  C.  C. 
Flowerree,  J.  W.  Gray,  J.  H.  Gunning,  C.  E.  Grant.  J.  T.  Heard,  J.  L. 
Hebron,  B.  G.  Humphreys,  W.  S.  Harris,  T.  J.  Harper,  H.  V.  Horton,  F. 
Howard,  G.  W.  Jones,  M.  C.  Klein,  G.  M.  Klein,  J.  H.  King,  W.  W.  Lord, 
W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  F.  S.  Lawrence,  G.  G.  Manlove,  W.  V.  McRay,  E.  J. 
McGarr,  W.  E.  Monette,  D.  B.  Nailer,  H.  E.  O'Reilev,  A.M. Paxton,  J.  A. 
Peale,  W.  B.  Pittman,  Chas.  Pare,  M.  R.  Payne,  Thos.  Ripby.  A.  G.  Rus- 
sell, Wm.  Richards,  W.  H.  Richardson,  J.  O.  Stevens,  G.  H.  Smith,  W.  J. 
Smith,  Wm.  Staunton,  C.  E.  Thomas,  J.  D.  Tinney,  T.  H.  White,  H. 
Wilkerson— Total,  70. 

Orders  Conferred — C.  E.  Grant,  F.  S.  Lawrence. 

Dimitted— R.  A.  Owen. 

Died — Wm.  C.  Johnson,  June  1,  1877. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $80  00 


Lexingrton  Commandery,  No.  3 — Lexington,  Holmes  CorNTY. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  montn. 

Officers  for  1878. 


C.  Oltenburg,  P.  e.  c E.  C. 

B.  T.  Sayer Gen'o. 

J.  M.  Shackleford C.  G. 

F.  C.  Mercer,  p.  G.  c Prelate. 

J.  C.  Birkhead,  P.  E.  c S.  W. 

W.F.Cole J.  W. 


R.  H.  Baker Treasurer 

J.  T.  West Recorder 

W.  L.  McLean St.  Bearer. 

R.  M.  Murphy Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  F,  Stigler Warder. 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  E.  c Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander-— N.  E.  Whitehead. 

Members— D.  H.  Allen,  J.  D.  Baker,  H.  P.  Davis,  J.  D.  Dabney,  J.  W. 
Grace,  J.  R.  Hefliu,  M.  L.  Harmon,  K.  Harrinpton,  J.  M.  Lowry,  W.  H. 
Lyon,  R.  H.  Montgomery,  J.  W.  Mitchell,  D.  Mitchell,  B.  H.  McGee,  W. 
A.  McMillon,  C.  T.  Murphy,  W.  M.  McGehee,  J.  T.  Meade,  J.  D.  New^som, 
H.  J.  Reid,  W.  H.  Thompson,  S.  W.  Weems,  T.  S.  Wright— Total,  36. 

Died— S.  A.  Eggleston,  October,  1877. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $36  00  t 
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Holly  Springrs  Commandery,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,  Marshai^l^ 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 


Officers  for  1878. 


J.  T.  Whitehead E.  C. 

B.  D.  Matthews Gen'o. 

R.  N.  Lawrence C.  G. 

Howard  Falconer Prelate. 

B.  W.  Lee S.  W. 

J.  F.  Butler J.  W. 


H.  B.  Whitehead Treasurer. 

P.  A.  Willis Recorder. 

J.  B.  Johnson St.  Bearer.. 

E.  J.  Wilkerson Sw.  Bearer. 

Hugh  Winborn Warder. 

Thos.  Gregg Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — H.  W.  Walter,  p.  a.  c,  Jas.  T.  Faut. 

Members— P.  J.  Eckles,  A.  Q.  Withers,  T.  J.  Malone,  R.  E.  Taylor,  W. 
J.  Falkner,  G.  Wiley  Wells,  Frank  Ferrill,  J.  S.  Jones,  U.  H.  Ross,  W.  H. 
Newell,  W.  S.  Featherston,  R.  B.  Miller,  J.  M.  McDonald,  Jones  Brooks — 
Total,  28. 

Orders  Conferred— R.  R.  Miller. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — T.  B.  Parker,  J.  R.  Walker. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $38  00^- 


Rosalie  Commandery.  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


W.  G.  Benbrook E.  C. 

C.  T.  Chamberlain Gen*o. 

J.  A.Dicks C.  G. 

R.  S.  Woodward Prelate. 

S.  A.  Mason S.  W. 

H.  C.  Norman J.  W. 


G.  W.  Koontz Treasurer. 

R.  S.  Dixon liecorder. 

A.  H.  Foster St.  Bearer. 

Phil.  Neihysel...    Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  g.  c Warder. 

Jacob  Peebles SentineL 


Past  Eminent  Commander — Wm.  H.  Watkins. 

Members — T.  J.  Adams,  Gus.  J.  Bahin,  A.  Bahin,  G.  M.  Brown,  J.  R. 
Bowie,  H.  Clark,  A.  V.  Davis,  G.  J.  Dicks,  H.  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Dou-las,  F. 
F.  Fowler,  C.  F.  Farrar,  T.  Grafton,  E.  J.  Guice,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  H.  A.. 
Garrett,  J.  Hardie,  J.  S.  Holt,  G.  St.  C.  Hussey,  J.  Hahn,  C.  H.  Keim,  A. 
H.  Kendrick,  C.  S.  Kinney,  W.  Lowrie,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  RufusF.  Learned, , 
O.  S.  Miles,  T.  Quitman  Munce,  Wm.  Noonan,  G.  B.  Rocca,  C.  M.  vSawyer, 
W.  H.  Stewart.  F.  S.  Shaw,  C.  T.  Schwartz,  A.  R.  Tyler.  W.  C.  Turner,  E. 
J.  Vancourt,  E.  L.  Whitney,  F.  K.  Winchester,  C.  C.  Waldron,  W.  Weir,. 
W.  L.  Wells—Total,  55. 

Orders  Conferred — R.  S.  Woodward,  A.  II.  Foster,  C.  M.  Sawyer, 
P.  Neihysel. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues— D.  G.  Smythe,  S.  M.  Stewart,, 
T.  J.  Drane,  C.  H.  Mcllwain. 


Dues  to  Grand  Commandery Di^ti^fetJby 
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St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


H.  M.  Romberger E.  C. 

C  Montgomery ...Gen^o. 

E.  W.  Smith C.  G. 

J.  M.  Boon Prelate. 

J.  B.  Pate S.  W. 

S.  B.  Brown J.  W. 


H.  E.  Wagner Treasurer. 

I.  B.  Coe Recorder. 

D.  R.  Wagner St.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Hudspeth Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Biles Warder. 

W.  F.  Palmore Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander — J.  K.  Fulson. 

Members— G.  Burgland,  N.  W.  Burgland,  J.  E.  Becton,  A.  B.  Fly,  H. 
C.  Goode,  J.  O.  Hendricks,  D.  A.  Kinchloe.  J.  Kirby,  W.  P.  Painter,  H. 
Rav,  G.  A.  Sims,  M.  D.  L.  Stephens,  S.  M.  Thames,  T.  J.  West,  M.  D. 
Wi'lson,  L.  R.  Wilson,  H.  White,  T.  W.  Whitsey,  J.  H.  Wilson,  P.  D. 
Wood— Total,  33. 

Orders  Conferred — S.  B.  Brown. 

Affiliated — J.  M.  Boon. 

Reinstated — H.  Ray. 

DiMiTTED— J.  L.  CoUina,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  W.  C.  Shackleford,  W.  P. 
Towler. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — J.  Q.  Morrison. 

Dues  to  Grand  Coramandery $40  00 


Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 — Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


Chas.  M.  Erwin,  p.  E.  c E.  C. 

Frank  Hawkins Gen^o. 

D.  L.  Sweatman C.  G. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate. 

H.  P.  Turner S.  W. 

C.  H.  Camphell J.  W. 


W.  W.  Marshall Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Bailey Recorder. 

T.  H.  Walker St.  Bearer. 

L.  Bailey Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  A.  Spivey Warder. 

John  Killingsworth Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander — J.  A.  Applewhite. 

Members— C.  M.  Atkinson,  A.  M.  Barrington»  J.  R.  Binford,  Wni. 
Cothran,  S.  N.  Ely,  W.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Y.  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  R.  D. 
Palmer,  F.  M.  Shryock,  S.  R.  Sproles,  D.  D.  Wilkins— Total,  25. 

Orders  Conferred— L.  Bailey,  W.  H.  Bailey,  John  Killingsworth,  D. 
D.  Wilkins,  J.  R.  Binford. 

DiMiTTED — A.  p.  Saunders,  p.  e.  c,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  W.  C.  Eskridge, 
John  George,  S.  H.  Green,  R.  Highgate,  O.  B.  Rollins. 

Died— Thomas  C.  Harris,  April  13,  1878. 

Expelled — D.  A.  Holman,  by  Lexington  Lodge,  No.  24. 

Due8  to  Grand  Commandery i 
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De  Molay  Commcuidery,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


C.  L.  Lincoln E.  C. 

B.  A.  Vaughan Gen*o. 

J.  E.  Leigh C.  G. 

J.  B.  Linn Prelate. 

8.  C.  Hunger S.  W. 

C.  R.  Tucker J.  W. 


L.  L.  Goodrich Treasurer. 

J.  AV.  Soady Recorder. 

J.  H.  Fuleham St.  Bearer. 

R.  F.  Hudson Sw.  Bearer. 

Thos.  Tracey AVarder. 

D.  D.  L.  Quinn Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander — G.  W.  Cox. 

Members — A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Biilups,  John  Gilmer,  E.  F.  Kemp,  J. 
P.  Krecker,  H.  C.  Long,  AV.  A.Moore,  R.  F.Matthews,  J.  A.  Martin,  C.M. 
Ottley,  H.  Osborn,  W.  E.  Rodwell,  J.  H.  Stevens,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M. 
Teasdale— Total,  28. 

Reinstated — H.  B.  Boude,  A.  G.  Ramsey. 

Dimitted — H.  B.  Boude,  J.  M.  Boone,  A.  G.  Ramsey. 

Suspended  for  Non  payment  of  Dues — L.  H.  Redwood. 

Dues  to  Grand  Coramanderv $32  00 


Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10 — Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


Amzi  Babbitt E.  C. 

W.  H.  Gilmore Gen*o. 

E.  M.  AValker C.  G. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh,  P.  E.c Prelate. 

Frank  Burkitt S.  W. 

E.  L.  Sykes J.  W. 


W.  M.  Buchanan Treasurer. 

C.  C.  Ross Recorder. 

J.  A.  Mooser St.  Bearer. 

S.  T.  Sykes Sw.  Bearer. 

John  McCurley Warder. 

J.  R.  Johnson Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— J.  S.  Cain,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer. 

Members— J.  A.  Bell,  S.  H.  Berge,  R.  B.  Brannin,  R.  C.  Cunningham, 
Thos.  E.  Cannon,  W.  H.  D.  Crawford,  A.  H.  French,  W.  E.  Howard,  A.  Y. 
Harkreader,  A.  J.  Moore,  John  P.  Porter,  Jr.,  Chas.  N.  Simpson,  J.  M. 
Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  B.  S.  Trice,  T.  W.  Williams,  Leonidas  Collins,  J.  W. 
Buchanan,  H.  C.  Mendenhall,  A»  J.  McWilliams,  H.  W.  Waldrop — 
Total,  35. 

Orders  Conferred— J.  W.  Buchanan,  J.  W.  Bowen,  H.  C.  Menden- 
hall, A.  J.  McWilliams,  C.  C.  Ross,  H.  W.  Waldrop,  A.  Y.  Harkreader. 

Dimitted— T.  N.  Martin,  Austin  Pollard. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues— J.  M.  Carter,  James  Gordon, 
J.  A.  Loughridge,  J.  H.  Mauldin,  Jas.  R.  Noe,  Jno.  R.  Wren,  I.  N.  White- 
sides,  T.  H.  Williams. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 
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Kosciusko  Gommaiidery,  No.  11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  night  of  each  month. 


Officeks  for  1878. 


W.  V.  Davis E.  C. 

J.  H.  Alexander Gen'o. 

David  Carr C.  G. 

Jo.  M.  Thompson Prelate. 

James  Meggs S.  W. 

John  P.  Irving J.  W. 


John  B.  Davis Treasurer^ 

M.  A.  Clark Recorder. 

F.  M.  Glas»* St.  Bearer. 

John  C.  Lucas Sw.  Bearer. 

D.  L.  Smythe Warder. 

J»s.  N.  Taylor Sentinel.. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— S.  C.  Conley,  Jas.  M.  Lewis. 

Members— William  Allen,  John  C.  Ashley,  W.  W.  Baccus,  J.  S.  Com- 
fort, Jas.  G.  Carlisle,  Lewis  Glazier,  A.  W.  Mitchell,  A.  G.  Noah,  Jas.  G. 
Riley,  Jas.  D.  Rimmer,  S.  P.  Rimmer,  John  Riley,  I.  W.  Scarborough,  E. 
F.  Shuler,  Jas.  G.  Sallis,  M.  W.  Stephenson,  J.  F.  Short,  L.  S.  Terry- 
Total,  32. 

Orders  Conferred— J.  F.  Short. 

Dimitted — F.  H.  Green,  W.  C.  Lewis. 

Expelled— B.  B.  Lindsey. 
Dues  to  Grand  Coramandery $37  OO 


Canton  Gommandery,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


J.  W.  Yeargain E.  C. 

Wm.  Priestley Gen*o. 

A.  M.  Gurley C.  G. 

Thos.  A.  Phillips Prelate. 

J.  M.  Mills S.  W. 

Geo.  W.  Thompson J.  W. 


Jas.  H.  Lockett Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Recorder. 

John  Hart St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Day Sw.  Bearer. 

B.  (/.  Gough Warder. 

C.  Olsen Sentinel. 


Members— S.  A.  Arnold,  W.  D.  Ferriss,  A.  J.  Guice,  D.  B.  Harris,  N. 
K.  Gross,  Jas.  New  baker,  J.  J.  Richards — Total,  19. 

Died— C.  B.  Galloway,  June  3,  1877. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — Geo.  T.  Hazlett, 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $10  00-. 


CcBur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13  — Port  Gibson,  Claiborne. 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


N.  S.  Walker E.  C. 

Jno.  H.  Gordon.: Gen'o. 

Jno.  V.  McPherson C.  G. 

E.  II.  Mounger Prelate. 

Wm.  Brown,  Jr S.  W. 

Abram  K.  Burnet J.  W. 


Jno.  (r.  Jones Treasurer. 

Wm.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Jno.  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

C.  H.  Barrot Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones Warder. 

Wm.  E.  Foote Sentinel. 

Members— Jas.  C.  Bertron,  F.  H.  Foote,  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  E.  F.  Price,  A. 
Sager,  Stephen  Thrasher— Total,  18.  . 

Dimitted— Francis  Marschalk.                                        Digitized  by  VjUUQIC 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00- 
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Mary  Commandery,  No.  14— Corinth,  Alcorn  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


R.  M.  Young,  p.  E.  c E.  C. 

E.  J.  Hostetter ', GenV 

R.  V.  Mansion C.  G. 

S.  L.  Paine Prelate. 

A.  J.  Morgan S.  W. 

A.  J.  Yancy J.  W. 


B.  Quinn Treasurer. 

R.  J.  Fleming Recorder. 

T.  M.  Miller St.  Bearer. 

B.  A.  P.  Selman Sw.  Bearer. 

Thos.  P.  Young,  Jr Warder. 

John  Butler Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — P.  M.  Saveiy,  p.  g.  c,  J.  M.  Stone. 

Members — R.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Alexander,  J.  P.  Collier,  A.  J.  Cochran, 
W.  D.  Davis,  C.  P.  Elgin,  J.  L.  Finly,  AVm.  Gilbert,  R.  A.  Hardin,  D.  L. 
Jamei»,  J.  C.  Lowe,  honorary,  James  McAmis,  L.  M.  New,  S.  L.  Rogers,  H. 
O.  Smith,  I.  N.  Whiteside,  F.  E.  Whitfield,  Jr— Total,  31. 

DiMiTTED— J.  N.  Barnhill,  M.  W.  Beardsly,  C.  P.  Calahan. 

Died— J.  W.  Stevens,  honorary. 

Expelled — Eugene  Allen. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $30  00 


Grencula  Commandery,  No.  16— Grenada,  Grenada  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1878. 


W.  P.  Towler E.  C. 

-John  George Gen*o. 

G.  Y,  Freeman C.  G. 

A.  P.  Saunders Prelate. 

O.  B.  Rollins S.  W. 

R.  Highgate J.  W. 


R.  P.  Lake Treasurer. 

B.  F.  Thomas Recorder. 

R.  N.  Owens St.  Bearer. 

C.  A.  Porden Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  A.  Armistead Warder. 

L,  R.  Turner Sentinel. 


Members— J.  L.  Collins,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  W.  C.  Eskridge,  Stephen 
H.  Green,  J.  H.  Howie,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  Wm.  McSwain,  W.  C.  Shackle- 
ford— Total,  20. 

Orders  Conferred — Wm.  McSwain,  J.  H.  Howie,  R.  P.  Lake,  R.  A. 
Armistead,  R.  N.  Owens,  C.  A.  Porden. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $50  00 
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STATISTICAL    SUMMARY. 


Number  of  Commanderies, 14 

Charter  forfeited  during  year, i 

Knighted  during  1877, 27 

Affiliated, i 

Reinstated, i 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 16 

Expelled, 3 

Dimitted, 24 

Died, 7 

Total  membership, 460 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery, $580  00 
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REPORT    ON 


FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  courteously  submit  the  follow  • 
ing  as  its  report : 

Perhaps,  in  this  connection,  it  will  be  proper  to  remark  that  as  you 
p)ay  nothing  but  ** honor"  for  this  work,  it  is  but  just  to  presume  that 
you  do  not  expect  any  excessive  amount  of  talent  or  intrinsic  wortii  to 
appear  therein :  if  you  do,  you  will  be  disappointed.  We  have  simply 
examined  the  proceedings  placed  in  our  hands,  and  wherever  we 
found  anything  which,  in  our  opinion  would  be  of  interest  or  benefit 
to  our  own  jurisdiction,  we  have  copied  or  give  its  purport  in  our  own 
language. 

The  Order  in  our  country  is,  in  the  main,  in  a  prosperous  and 
flourishing  condition.  In  some  instances,  where  unwarrantable  attacks 
have  been  made  upon  us  by  other  Committees,  we  have  retaliated,  in 
some  cases  perhaps,  to  the  extent  of  discourtesy,  but  never  without 
just  cause  and  provocation.  Expressing  the  hope  that  you  may,  in 
your  indulgence,  consider  that  you  have  obtained  value  received  in 
this  report  for  the  price  paid,  we  proceed  at  once  to  take  up : 

ALABAMA,   1787. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  May  i6th.  Present:  R.  E.  Jno.  G. 
Smith,  Grand  Commander,  E.  Sir  Dan'l  Sayre,  Grand  Recorder,  thei 
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Representatives  of  seven  subordinate  and  ten  Grand  Commanderies, 
including  Mississippi. 

We  find  nothing  of  special  interest  in  the  Grand  Commander's 
address  to  parties  outside  his  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  that  State  made 
the  usual  request  that  these  degrees  be  made,  etc.,  with  the  customary 
result. 

llie  work  was  exemplified  in  a  masterly  manner  by  Alabama  Com- 
mandery,  No.  6,  after  which  a  grand  charge  was  made  on  the  refresh- 
ments, and  a  good  time  enjoyed. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  by  Sir  Sayre,  the  Grand  Recorder, 
is  a  short  but  searching  review  of  the  doings  of  thirty  Grand  Con- 
claves,— Mississippi  for  1876,  among  the  number. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  same  as  before. 

CONNECTICUT,    1877. 

The  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut 
met  in  the  city  of  Norwalk,  March  20.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Henry 
Woodward,  Grand  Commander,  E.  Sir  Jno  W.  Steadman,  Grand 
Recorder,  the  Representatives  of  ten  subordinate  and  seventeen 
Grand  Commanderies.  Mississippi  among  the  latter  in  the  person  of 
E,  Sir  M.  Bullock. 

Referring  to  thi::  stupendous  fraud,  the  Grand  Encampment,  Grand 
Commander  Woo  J  ward  says:  *'  I  must  confess  that  I  fail  to  see  the 
jQecessity  for  this  central  body,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  the  different 
-Grand  Bodies  are  better  qualified  to  legislate  for  their  own  commands 
than  it  can  possibly  be  done  with  so  much  red  tape  extending  in  such 
long  lines  as  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land."  All  of  which  we 
most  heartily  endorse.  The  address  is  a  well  written  and  locally 
interesting  document,  but  we  find  nothing  further  in  it  of  general 
interest. 

Proceedings  local.  Grand  Commandery  in  debt.  Assessment  order- 
ed of  fifty  cents  per  member.  They  have  our  sympathy.  Misery 
-loves  company. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Grand  Recorder  Steadman, 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Conclaves  in  a  concise 
-and  practical  manner.     Mississippi  for  1876  receiving  due  attention. 

R.  E.  Sir  H.  Wailes  Lines,  of  Meredin,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand 
"Recorder  as  before. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Foreign  Correspondence.  41 


CALIFORNIA,   1877. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  con- 
vened in  the  Masonic  Temple  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  April  13th. 
Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves,  Grand  Commander, 
E.  Sir  Chas.  Louis  Wiggin,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Representatives 
of  thirteen  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  mostly  confined  to  local 
matters.  With  pleasure  we  note  the  fact  that  he  visited  and  inspected 
most  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies  during  the  year — an  example 
worthy  of  imitation  by  all  Grand  Commanders,  where  it  is  practica- 
ble for  them  to  do  so.  The  further  fact  that  he  was  everywhere 
received  with  the  honors  due  his  exalted  station  — was  wined,  dined  and 
banquetted — no  doubt  rendered  the  performance  of  this  duty  more 
pleasant  and  enjoyable.  The  Order  in  California  seems  to  be  in  good 
condition,  financially  and  numerically,  if  not  morally.  It  may  be  also 
the  latter,  in  which  event  it  would  hz  ahead  of  some  other  juris- 
dictions. 

The  Grand  Commander  construes  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  status  of  members  of  Commanderies  who  sign 
petitions  for  dispensations  to  open  a  new  Commandery,  as  follows : 

"The  act  of  constituting  a  now  Coininmdery  und.^r  its  charter,  severs 
absolutely  the  membership  of  all  its  members  with  the  Commanderies  to 
which  they  before  b2lon;5ed,  no  matter  how  much  they  m  ly  b3  in  arrears 
for  dues  to  the  old  Commandery." 

We  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  construction  of  the 
law  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  we  are  equally  sure  that  that 
body  is  about  the  grandest  humbug  on  this  continent  or  anywhere  else. 
What,  in  the  name  of  the  doctrine  of  **  State's  Rights,"  has  that 
Triennial  Blow-Out  to  do  with  regulating  the  membership  in  subordinates 
of  State  Grand  Commanderies?  Will  some  enthusiastic  admirer  of 
this  Masonic  Fraud  tell  us  when  or  where  the  necessity  has  arisen  or 
is  likely  to  arise  for  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  to 
interfere  in  the  domestic  ecomony  of  said  subordinates  ?  If  it  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  the  members  of  that 
body  to  meet  triennially — eat,  drink  and  be  merry — we  have  no  objec- 
tions, provided  always,  that  they  attend  entirely  to  their  legitimate 
business,  and  not  be  eternally  trying  to  take  away  the  few  rights  left  to 
the /subordinate  Commanderies.  The  law  depriving  a  Knight  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Order,  while  under  the  ban,  /or  any 
cause,  in  the  lower  bodies,  (so-called)  is  rigidly  enforced  in  thisiuris%T^ 
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We  notice  a  peculiarity  in  Sir  Wiggins*  record  of  proceedings :  he 
gives  the  name  in  full,  without  regard  to  length,  breadth  or  thickness, 
of  every  Sir  Knight  whose  name  appears  in  the  minutes.  We  presume 
he  would  do  the  same  if  each  one  had  a  name  as  long  as  that  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Edinburg,  or  had  been  christened 
George  Washington  Jackson  Armstrong  Francis  Train. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Chas.  Louis  Wiggins,  is  first- 
class  in  every  respect  as  usual.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty 
Grand  Commanderies,  paying  due  and  courteous  attention  to  Mississippi 
for  1876.  As  we  are  working  for  nothing  and  boarding  ourselves  while 
getting  up  this  report,  we  would,  if  we  thought  Sir  Charles  would  not 
object,  hand  in  his  report  as  a  substitute  and  quit.  We  feel  sure  the 
Templar  fraternity  would  be  the  gainers  by  this  course  of  action.  Grand 
Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  both  re-elected. 

GEORGIA,   1877. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  Georgia  Templars  met  in  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  May  1 6th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Thos.  Hardeman, 
Jr.,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Chas.  Rudd  Armstrong,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  the  representatives  of  eight  subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  extremely  able  and 
interesting  paper,  from  which  we  would  like  to  clip  many  good  things, 
and  would  but  for  the  fact  that  a  3  they  publish  no  report  on  correspon- 
.  dence  they  cannot  reciprocate  the  courtesy.  This  thing  of  blowing 
other  people's  trumpets  for  them  just  for  buncumb  grows  monotonous 
after  awhile. 

Our  esteemed  fratres  of  Georgia  doubtiess  claim  to  be  too  poor  to 
indulge  in  the  liuury  of  a  report  on  this  subject,  but  we  notice  they 
are  sufficiently  rich  to  present  their  Past  Grand  Commanders  with 
jewels  occasionally.  Now  the  office  of  Grand  Commander,  like  that 
of  a  Bishop,  is  an  honorable  one,  and  has  considerable  dignity  attached  to 
it  besides,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  honor  and  dignity  afore- 
said are  sufficient  compensation  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  o^ 
the  office,  and  that  the  money  invested  in  jewels  could  be  better  em- 
ployed in  paying  for  printing  a  report  on  Correspondence.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  willingness  of  any  of  our  Georgia  Templars  to 
get  up  a  good  report  for  the  honor  of  the  thing. 

Proceedings  local.  R.  E.  Sir  W.  J.  Pollard  is  Grand  Commander ; 
Grand  Recorder  as  before. 
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INDIANA,   1877. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
Friday,  April  24.  Present:  R.  E.  Orville  B.  Bishop,  Grand  Com- 
mander ;  E.  Sir  Jno.  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Repre. 
sentatives  of  twenty-eight  subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  short  and  to  the  point. 
We  note  that  he,  in  common  with  a  number  of  other  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  allowed  the  Centennial  fever  to  get  the  better  of  his  judg- 
ment and  permitted  several  of  his  subordinates  to  parade  as  Templars 
on  the  4th  of  July.     Referring  to  this  subject,  he  says  : 

"  While  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Commanderie«  sliould  appear  in 
public  only  on  Masonic  occasions,  yet  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  our  subordinates  were  de:ri'rou3  of  participating  in  the  festivities 
of  our  Centennial  holidays  as  Templars,  I  very  reluctantly  gave  my  consent 
to  break  over  the  time-honored  custom,  believing  the  occasion  to  be  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule." 

We  concur  in  the  latter  clause  of  the  above,  very  cheerfully  admit- 
ting that  centennial  holidays  are  ra//4^r  exceptional.  We  have  lived  in 
this  world  nearly  forty  years  and  have  never  witnessed  but  one.  The 
fact  is  they  occur  but  once  in  a  hundred  years,  but  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  some  years  will  necessarily  elapse  before  the  second 
Centennial  **  Fourth"  will  be  upon  us,  we  yet  desire  to  enter  our 
solemn  protest  right  here  against  the  granting  of  permission  to  Tem- 
plars to  prostitute  the  Institution  by  appearing,  as  such,  on  parade  in 
public  on  that  occasion. 

Sir  Bishop  stultified  himself  and  debased  the  Order  by  his  action  in 
this  matter,  and  we  are  compelled  to  decline  to  accept  his  apology  as 
valid.  If  Templar  Masonry  has  no  higher  and  holier  mission  than  that 
of  displaying  its  handsome  uniform  to  the  public  gaze,  we  had  better 
disband  or  resolve  ourselves  into  fancy  military  organizations.  The 
idea  that  Knights  Templar  cannot  enjoy  centennial  holidays  or  proper- 
ly celebrate  the  glorious  fourth  as  other  people,  equally  sensible  and 
patriotic,  do,  but  must  deck  themselves  in  fuss  and  feathers  and  strut 
around  like  **Bantum  roosters,"  is  simply  ridiculous.  We  do  not  wish 
to  quarrel,  but  we  must  be  allowed  to  record  our  opposition  to  the 
rapidly  growing  disposition  to  make  the  public  exhibition  of  the  Com- 
manderies  on  parade,  the  most  important  matter  to  be  attended  to.  It 
is  true  that  these  demonstrations  serve  as  good  baits  to  catch  fish,  but 
such  fish— alligator  gars  and  mud  cats !  If  real,  true,  unadulterated 
patriotism  had  anything  to  do  with  the  desire  to  paradg.^.^.wg  bVOl^^^JS^Ic 
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so  much  object,  but  it  has  not.  If  the  country  was  at  the  devil,  and  a 
good  opportunity  offered  for  these  doughty  Knights  to  exhibit  them- 
selves, they  would  immediately  ask  for  a  dispensation  allowing  them 
to  do  it ! 

This  Grand  Body  indulges  in  the  luxury  of  an  **Inspector  General,'' 
and  this  officer  has  been  circulating  around  quite  freely  during  the 
year.  We  presume  he  is  a  zealous  and  very  efficient  officer,  as  he  seems 
to  have  faithfully  performed  the  duty  assigned  him,  as  in  his  report  he 
wades  into  the  subordinates  without  gloves,  and  speaks  his  mind  freely. 
We  have  no  doubt  there  is  room  for  much  improvement  in  the  manners 
and  morals  of  our  Indiana  fratres,  as  well  as  in  those  of  Mississippi, 
and  we  hope  R.  E.  Sir  Ruckle  will  occupy  it  fully. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Chas. 
Cruft,  in  which  he  courteously  reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty- 
seven  Grand  Commanderies — Mississippi,  for  1876,  among  the  number. 

Referring  to  Sir  Paxton's  resolution  to  pay  this  Committee  for  its 
work  in  **  honor,"  he  says :  **  Is  not  this  a  direct  stab  at  the  honora- 
ble guild  of  reporters,  which  is  growing  so  powerful  ?  Is  it  not  a  bold 
attempt  to  reduce  it  to  submission  by  cutting  off  its  rations  and  com- 
pelling it  to  furnish  its  own  stationery,  postage,  copyists,  etc.?  Who 
will  volunteer  to  champion  the  cause  of  the  persecuted  reporters  ?" 

The  report  is  excellent  in  all  its  parts,   and  we  would  be  glad  to 

incorporate  more  of  its  good  things  into  this,  but  poverty  forbids.     Sir 

.A.  D.  Lynch,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 

ILLINOIS,   1877. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Body  assembled 
in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  23d.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Philander 
W.  Barclay,  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  Jas.  H.  Miles,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 

The  Grand  Commander  has  evidently  been  shocked  and  disgusted 
by  the  unknightly  and  unchristian  behavior  of  some  eminent  (so- 
called)  member  of  the  Order.  Referring  to  the  fact  that  the  unworthy 
sometimes  creep  into  the  Order,  and  prescribing  the  most  proj>er  mode 
of  action  in  regard  to  them,  he  says : 

Rather  let  us  be  "  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,  reprove,  rebuke, 
exhort  with  all  long  suffering."  Let  us  impress  upon  the  erring  Knight 
that  profanity  is  a  p^or  defense  of  the  christian  religion,  intemperance 
inexcusable  and  indefensible,  and  a  dissolute  life  will  cause  the  innocent 
and  distressed  to  spurn  his  protection.  Should  one  admonition  fail  to  re- 
claim and  our  fraternal  solicitude  meet  with  cold  indifference,  we  would 
prove  recreant  to  our  trust  should  we  hesitate  to  resort  fe^i^|ycft)^^g^^!5^^t: 
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will  relieve  our  Order  of  burdens  it  can  illy  afford  to  bear.  Our  thoughts 
have  been  directed  to  this,  to  me,  unpleasant  topic,  by  the  exhibition, 
upon  a  recent  occasion  of  great  interest  to  all  Templars,  of  the  most  flagrant 
disregard  of  all  the  requirements  of  gentility  by  men  who  have  gained  or 
attire  to  positions  of  prominence  in  the  Order,  (Italics  ours.)  Can  we  sub- 
mit our  cause  to  the  tribunal  of  t  he  enlightened  and  christian  sentiment  of 
the  age  and  hope  for  its  approval  while  we  pay  homage  to  those  who  defy 
its  mandates  ? 

What  a  commentary  is  the  above  upon  the  Christian  Knighthood, 
so-called,  of  our  day.  Sir  Barclay,  doubtless,  attended  the  triennial 
spree  at  Cleveland,  and  seen  similar  disgraceful  scenes  enacted  there 
as  occurred  in  New  Orleans,  in  December,  1874.  / 

There  are  some  men,  high  up  in  the  Order,  whose  aspirations  soar 
no  higher  than  a  corner  groggery,  a  champagne  supper  and  a  bawdy 
house  to  wind  up  in,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  our  R.  E.  Fratre  has 
encountered  some  of  these  Christian  Knights.  May  God,  in  His 
infinite  mercy,  stir  up  those  members  of  the  Order  who  esteem  it  for 
its  pure  and  holy  teachings,  to  an  organized  and  persistent  effort  to 
purge  it  from  the  contaminating  influence  and  membership  of  such 
blights  upon  morality  and  decency. 

The  address  is  an  exceedingly  good  one,  and  we  commend  it  to 
the  careful  consideration  of  Ohio  and  Missouri.  Carson  will  no  doubt 
at  once  decide  that  the  action  of  these  ** great  lights"  in  Templan 
Masonry  are  not  proper  subjects  of  criticism  ;  may  possibly  pronounce 
Sir  Barclay  a  fool,  and  render  himself  ridiculous  in  other  ways,  while 
his  man  Friday,  of  Missouri,  will  endorse  his  performances  and  accuse 
everybody  that  sees  anything  serious  or  good  in  the  Order,  of  being 
canting  hypocrites. 

We  find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest.  The  Order 
is  prosperous  and  the  Treasury  of  the  Grand  Commandery  is  in  a 
healthy  condition. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  an  admirable  production,  by  Sir 
Gurney,  Past  Grand  Commander,  reviewing  the  doings  of  thirty  Grand 
Commanderies,  in  a  courteous  and  dignified  manner — Mississippi  for 
1877,  receiving  due  attention. 

We  had  read  along  and  began  to  think  we  should  find  nothing  in  it 
with  which  to  find  fault,  when,  under  the  head  of  Kentucky,  we  came 
across  the  following  from  which  we  are  obliged  to  dissent.  Referring 
to  the  address  of  Grand  Commander  Parker,  he  says : 

After  some  hesitancy,  the  Grand  Commander  authorized  the  appearance, 
in  public,  of  two  Commanderies  on  the  Cantennial  Fourth  of  July.     A     ^ 
very  proper  thing  to  do.     If  we  are  to  be  true  to  the  governmenKoAJk^QlC 
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country  in  which  we  live,  it  is  a  duty,  on  some  occasions,  to  express  our- 
selves in  that  direction. 

All  of  which  we  steadfastly  believe  to  be  humbuggery.  A  Lodge 
of  Blue  or  Speculative  Masons  would  look  well  as  such,  in  a  procession 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  wouldn't  they?  And  yet,  there  is  still  less  pro- 
priety in  a  body  of  Christian  Masons  doing  the  same  thing.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  can  show  their  loyalty  full  as  well  and  much  more  pro- 
perly by  attending  these  occasions  in  their  usual  capacity  of  private 
citizens,  than  by  parading  its  emblems  and  regalia  before  the  public. 

We  fear  Sir  Gurney  will  at  once  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are 
**  disloyal,"  unreconstructed,  rebellious,  etc.,  but  we  can't  help  it  if  he 
does.  If,  to  be  loyal,  we  must  endorse  the  practice  of  Templar 
parades  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions,  then  put  us  as  Mwn  disloyaX. 
If  to  believe  that  the  mission  of  Templar  Masonry,  in  the  cause  of  the 
Divine  Master,  can  be  best  promoted  by  less  of  parade,  show  and 
buncomb,  and  more  of  charity,  honesty,  purity,  morality  and  upright- 
ness is  disloyalty,  f/i€n  again  we  are  disloyal.  It  is  a  fundamental 
principle  in  our  Masonic  and  Knightly  creed  that  neither  Masons  nor 
Templars  have  any  business  appearing  as  such,  in  the  celebration  of 
national  holidays. 

We  regret  to  see  that  Sir  Gurney  pitches  into  Grand  Commander 
Roome,  of  New  York,  for  refusing  Ais  subordinates  the  same  author- 
ity. Of  course,  living  as  he  does  in  Illinois,  he  must  be  *Moyal "  and 
must  incorporate  his  loyalty  into  his  Masonry,  and  everything  else. 
However,  we  won't  quarrel  with  him,  for  while  we,  although  as  loyal 
to  our  country's  government,  traditions  and  flag  as  he,  cannot  endorse 
his  views  on  the  subject,  we  can  commend  him  as  a  courteous  Knight 
and  a  christian  gendeman.  Sir  Gurney  has  this  to  say  in  his  review 
of  Ohio's  report  on  Correspondence  : 

We  should  be  very  much  surprised  if  Sir  Carson,  with  his  rare  mental 
accomplishments,  does  not,  before  the  close  of  the  present  century,  rid 
himself  of  a  juvenile  tendency  to  count  all  men  pulpy,  who  have  the  pre- 
sumption to  cast  a  shadow  of  doubt  over  his  early  impressions.  It  was 
the  bane  of  our  youthful  experience  to  speak  of  others'  opinions  as  "su- 
premely absurd,"  or  as**  simply  nonsense;"  and  we  not  unfrequently  /bund 
ourself  inflatedwith  the  idea  that  we  were  of  much  as  consequence  to  man- 
kind as  was  the  "Brazen  Serpent"  to  the  Hebrews.  Tbis  is  a  common 
tendency  of  youth,  and  if  onr  experience  is  of  any  value,  we  suggest  that 
as  soon  as  our  eminent  and  distinguished  friend  disabuses  himself  of  the 
idea  that  he  can  successfully  hold  himself  up  by  clinging  to  a  garment  in 
which  he  much  delights,  the  better  for  his  future  usefulness. 


We  concur  in  the  above. 
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R.  E.  Jno.  F.  Nash,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  G.  M.  Barnard, 
Grand  Recorder. 

IOWA,     1877. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual    Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa  met  in  the  city  of  Davenport,   October  4th.     Present :     R.  E.      ' 
Sir  Jno.  C.  Parish,   Grand  Commandery  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
and  the  representatives  of  nineteen  subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to 
local  affairs.  He  reports  the  Order  in  that  State  in  a  a  peaceful  and 
prosperous  condition.     Proceedings  also  of  local  interest  only. 

Grand  Recorder  Langridge  presented  a  short  report  on  Correspon- 
dence, in  which  Mississippi  gets  a  thrust  on  the  subject  of  the 
*' Spigh  tease."  Referring  to  the  conflict  between  our  law  and  that 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  touching  the  eflect  of  reversal  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  on  appeal  as  to  membership,  he  says  : 

This  being  brought  before  the  Grand  Commandery,  it  carefully  consid- 
ered it,  and  then  resolved  not  to  make  its  laws  conft)rra  to  those  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  until  next  year,  probably  hoping  that  that  body  will, 
this  fall,  be  induced  to  change  its  law,  and  so  oblige  Mississippi  by  disoblig- 
ing some  other  jurisdiction.  We  shall  see,  particularly  remembering  that 
Missidsippi  is  a  supporter  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Yes,  Sir  Knight,  you  have  seen,  and  seen  that  our  hopes,  if  we 
entertained  any,  which  we  did  not,  of  the  kind  you  mention,  were 
blasted,  and  our  State  was  not  obliged  at  the  expense  of  disobliging 
some  other.  So  far  as  the  question  of  our  Grand  Commandery  being 
a  supporter  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  concerned,  she  is  so  only  so 
far  as  that  body  confines  herself  strictly  to  her  legitimate  business 
and  does  not  meddle  with  matters  that  belong  exclusively  to  the  subor- 
dinate Commanderies,  and  whenever  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  the 
State  Grand  Commanderies,  presume  to  say  who  are  and  who  are  not 
members  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies,  they  exceed  the  limit  of 
their  just  powers,  and  we  cannot  and  will  not  obey. 

If  you  will  just  wait  with  *^  patience  and  perseverance,"  Sir  Lang- 
ridge, until  next  month,  at  which  time  the  **next  year"  will  have 
arrived,  you  will  see  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  will 
reiterate  its  old  law  on  this  subject — thefact  that  it  is  in  direct  conflict 
with  that  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
You  may  call  this  disloyalty  to,  or  rebellion  against  the  Grand  En- 
campment, but  it  can't  be  helped.  There  is  a  principle  involved  which 
must  not  be  sacrificed,  though  the  heavens  fall.  Digitized  by  V:iUUglC 
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R.  E.  Sir  Geo.  B.  Van  Sam,  Grand  Commander;  Recorder  as  be- 
fore. 

KANSAS,     1877. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was  held 
at  Topeka,  May  i.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Silas  E.  Sheldon,  Grand 
Commander;  E.  Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder /r<7  tem,^  and 
the  representatives  of  all  the  subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  f^ood,  and  contains  some  ex- 
cellent advice  which,  if  followed,  would  revolutionize  Templar  Masonry. 
We  find  no  fault  with  him  except  his  utter  recklessness  in  granting 
dispensations  to  his  subordinates,  allowing  them  to  parade  and  make 
themselves  conspicuous  on  any  and  all  occasions.  Our  sentiments  on 
this  subject  have  been  so  fully  expressed  elsewhere  in  this  report,  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  record  our  solemn  protest  against 
the  practice,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  soon  be  discontinued. 
The  majority  of  these  parades,  and  other  public  demonstrations  by  the 
Order,  are  gotten  up  with  the  hope  and  intention  that  some  one  may 
be  caught  by  the  tinsel  and  display.  In  fact,  some  Grand  Commanders 
have  assigned  as  a  reason  for  granting  these  dispensations,  the  benefits 
likely  to  result  from  an  exhibition  of  the  Order  in  public,  in  securing 
members.  Now,  we  would  ask,  in  all  seriousness,  of  what  real  sub- 
stantial benefit  is  the  acquisition  of  one  or  more  members  to  an  Order 
founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian 
virtues,  when  the  only  motive  that  induced  them,  in  a  vast  majority 
of  cases,  to  come  forward  and  solicit  the  orders,  was  a  desire  to  qualify 
themselves  to  appear  in  public  with  a  feather  stuck  in  their  hats  and  a 
sword  dangling,  sometimes  by  their  side,  at  others  between  their  legs? 
The  material  we  need  to  build  up  our  Order,  is  men  who  care  more 
for  and  think  more  of  a  due  preparation  for  a  future  state  of  existence 
beyond  the  river  of  death,  and  the  building  up  and  enlargement  of  the 
Kingdon  of  Christ;  the  practice  of  morality,  charity  and  temperance 
on  earth,  than  they  do  for  fine  bantjuets,  parades  and  fuss  and  feathers 
generally.  The  traditions  and  ceremonies  of  the  Order  are  calculated 
and  intended  to  elevate  and  purify  the  minds  and  characters  of  its 
members,  but  a  careful  observation  has  failed  to  show  us  a  single 
instance  where  this  result  has  been  reached  through  the  medium  of 
parades  or  banquets,  but  tlie  exact  reverse  of  this  usually  follows. 

We  find  no  Report  on   Correspondence,  but  as  an  appendix,  they 
give  us  a  sermon  from  Rev.  Sir  J.  A.  Anderson,  on  the  23d  and  24th^ 
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verses  of  ist  chapter  of  ist  Corinthians.  The  sermon  is  a  good  one, 
but  as  we  hear  one  equally  as  good  almost  every  Sabbath,  we  should 
have  preferred  a  Report  on  Correspondence.  If  we  would  all  quit 
preaching  awhile  and  go  to  practicing^  we  have  no  doubt  that  good 
would  result  to  ourselves  and  the  Order  we  profess  to  love  so  well. 

R.  E.  Sir  O.  H.  Bassett,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown, 
Orand  Recorder. 

KENTUCKY,     1877. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Body  met  at  Carlisle, 
May  9.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  S.  L.  Parker,  Grand  ComiiKinder ;  E.  Sir 
L.  D.  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder. 

We  find  nothing  in  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  general 
interest,  or  in  the  proceedings,  save  the  statement  that  at  the  usual 
banquet  and  reception  tendered  by  the  local  Commandery  to  the 
Grand,  the  ^^  absence  of  wine  was  a  noticeable  feature."  As  it  is  not  at 
all  likely  that  in  lieu  of  wine  they  had  **01d  Bourbon,"  **  Jersey  Light- 
ning," or  **  Forty-rod  Red-eye,"  we  earnestly  commend  the  example 
of  the  Templars  of  Kentucky,  in  this  matter,  to  those  of  Mississippi. 

It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  us  that  men,  possessing, 
as  Templars  generally  do,  more  than  ordinary  mental  capacity,  cul- 
ture, intelligence  and  sound  common  sense,  find  it  necessary  on  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  indulge  to  excess,  or  at  all,  for  that  matter,  in 
wine  drinking,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  the  day  when  this,  one  of 
the  greatest  of  all  evils,  will  no  longer  be  tolerated  at  Templar 
banquets. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Chas.  R.  Woodruff,  whose 
modesty  causes  him  to  present  a  rare  and  unique  report,  made  up  of 
extracts  from  other  reports,  a  synopsis  of  the  business  transacted  and 
occasional  passages  from  addresses,  which  struck  him  as  being  worthy 
of  notice,  with  rarely  a  word  of  approval  or  otherwise  for  anything  that 
may  have  been  said  or  done.  It  is  peculiarly  refreshing  to  encounter 
a  member  of  the  **mutuals,"  who  is  not  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  a 
correct  knowledge  of  every  thing  relative  to  Templar  Masonry  and  its 
jurisprudence  will  die  with  ////;/,  and  we  feel  much  encouraged  in  meef 
ing  one  (which  added  to  us  makes  two)  in  the  person  of  Sir  Woodruff- 
But  while  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  detect  modesty  in  one  of  the  Klar, 
we  must  protest  against  Sir  W.'s  hiding  his  light  under  a  bushel  and 
his  failure  to  give  the  Order  the  benefit  of  his  extensive  knowledge 
and  well-formed  opinions  in  reference  to  Templar  law  and  practice. 
He  closes  his  report  with  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  t 
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of  Sir  Geo.  Frank  Gouley,  whose  tragic  death  occurred  just  at  that 
lime. 

R.  E.  Sir  Jacob  Swigert  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
as  before. 

MARYLAND,     1877. 

A  Special  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was  held  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  April  2d,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  installing 
the  officers  elect  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  This  is  a  new 
wrinkle,  and  would  hardly  operate  in  Mississippi. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Conclave  met  at  the  same  place.  May  i6th. 
Present :    R.  E.  Sir  Robt.  K.  Martin,  Grand  Commander ;    E.  Sir  C 
T.  Sisco,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  representatives  of  eight  Subordi- 
nates. 

Grand  Commander's  address  mostly  local  in  its  references.  The 
Grand  Commander  indulged  in  the  luxury  of  an  Encampment  for  ten 
days,  near  Philadelphia,  and  had  a  good  time. 

The  Grand  Commander  granted  eight  dispensations  to  ballot  out  of 
the  regular  time — which  was  all  right  and  proper.  AVe  trust  the  day 
will  come  when  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  will  be  allowed  to 
exercise  their  own  discretion  in  these  matters.  They  are,  almost 
invariably,  better  acquainted  with  the  candidate,  and  can  form  more 
correct  judgment  as  to  his  worth  and  worthiness,  than  it  is  possible  for 
the  Grand  Commander  to  do,  and  their  united  judgment  is  surely  as 
likely  to  be  correct  as  is  that  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

A  Commandery  of  West  Virginia  asked  of  the  Grand  Commander 
a  waiver  of  the  jurisdiction  of  two  Maryland  Commanderies  over  cer- 
-tain  Companions  who  desired  to  receive  the  Orders  in  the  West 
Virginia  Commandery.  He  declined  to  grant  the  request,  and  the 
West  Virginia  Commandery  subsequently  made  the  same  request  of 
one  of  ,the  two  Subordinates,  which  was  granted.  The  Grand  Com- 
mander calls  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  the  matter, 
^nd  suggests  such  legislation  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  so  grievous 
;^n  offense.  In  our  opinion,  the  Subordinates,  and  they  alone,  could 
make  the  waiver,  and  that  neither  the  Grand  Commander  or  Com- 
mandery have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  Order  is  all  right  in  Maryland.  Proceedings  local.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  permanent  Regulation  of  this  Grand  Commandery : 

Besolved,  That  no  Commander  elect  shall  be  installed  who  is  not  com- 
petent to  confer  all  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  as  conferred  in  a  Command- 
ery in  this  jurisdiction. 

Which  Regulation  we  heartily  endorse.  ^,^.^,^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  by  Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas, 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty-three  Grand  Bodies  in  a  masterly 
manner — Mississippi  for  1876,  among  the  number.  He  returns  thanks  to 
the  **Mutuals"  for  the  flattering  reception  accorded  his  report  for  1876, 
which  was  his  maiden  effort,  and  promises  to  try  to  bring  the  present 
one  up  to  the  same  standard  of  excellence.  Our  maiden  effort  in  this 
line  did  not  produce  for  us  such  pleasant  fruit  as  Sir  Gorgas  gathered 
from  his.  On  the  contrary,  we  cau£;ht  many  a  hard  knock,  some  of 
them  given  in  anything  but  a  courteous  manner.  In  this  one  we  pro- 
p>ose  to  settle  up  all  these  old  scores  by  paying  in  kind. 

R.  E.  Sir  H.  W.  Marston,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
as  before. 

MASSACHUSETTS   AND    RHODE    ISLAND,   1877. 

A  Semi-Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Providence,  May  18.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  A.  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  well  written  and  interest- 
ing document,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  local  matters.  He  refers  in 
appropriate  terms  to  the  Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdic- 
tions, includmg  Sir  Knights  Gouley,  of  Missouri,  and  Dove,  of 
Virginia. 

We  note  that  clause  4,  Section  3  of  Article  19,  of  the  Digest  of 
Templar  Law,  is  exercising  the  minds  and  patience  of  our  Massa- 
chusetts fraters  to  a  large  extent.  Their  loyalty,  however,  got  the 
better  of  their  self-respect,  and  they  submitted.  Hear  what  the  Grand 
Commander  says  on  the  subject,  after  ordering  a  Subordinate  Command- 
ery to  restore  a  suspended  Sir  Knight  to  all  the  rights  of  membership 
in  said  Commandery: 

For  myself,  while  I  yield  willingly  to  the  law  as  thus  given,  my  opinion 
remains  unchanged.  That  in  equity  a  Commandery  ought  to  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  the  restoration  of  a  suspended  or  expelled  member.  No 
matter  in  what  way  the  forfeiture  of  good  standing  or  membership  has 
been  occasioned. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  that  we  most  heartily  concur  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  above,  and  will  add  for  the  information  of  our  fraters 
in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  that  loyalty  to  a  beneficent  and 
paternal  government  is  a  good  thing  to  have  in  the  family,  but  when 
that  government  ceases  to  be  paternal  and  beneficent  and  becomes 
despotic  and  inquisitorial,  then  loyalty  thereto  degenerates  into  coward- 
ice.    If  to  be  loyal  to  the  Grand  Encampment  necg^Jg^^^  illR^ISI^Alg 
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of  the  dearest  and  most  important  right  of  the  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery — /.  c. ,  the  right  to  say  who  may  and  who  may  not  be  members 
of  it,  then  we  of  Mississippi  are  not  loyal,  nor  do  we  desire  to 
become  so. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Massachusetts 
made  an  abortive  attempt  to  induce  the  Grand  Commandery  to  make 
the  possession  of  those  degrees  a  pre-requisite  to  receiving  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood.  Poor  old  Council  degrees!  They  are  almost  dead, 
and  we  much  fear,  that  as  a  separate  and  distmct  organization,  they 
will  soon  be  known  no  more. 

Sixty-Seventh  Annual  Assembly  (they  call  it)  convened  in  the  **Hub 
of  the  Universe,"  on  the  26th  October,  1877.    Same  officers  as  before. 

A  casual  glance  at  the  proceedings  develops  nothing  of  special 
interest  to  us,  and  having  already  devoted  more  space  to  this  jurisdic- 
tion than  she  deserves — as  they  are  either  too  poor  or  too  stingy,  we 
fear  the  latter,  to  indulge  in  a  Report  on  Correspondence,  we  close 
with  the  information  that  R.  E.  Sir  Jno.  Dean  is  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  Chapman  Grand  Recorder — as  usual. 

MICHIGAN,     1877. 

Twenty-nine  out  of  thirty  Commanderies  of  this  State  met,  by  their 
representatives,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  opened  the  Twenty-First 
Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  on  Tues- 
day, May  8th.  R.  E.  Sir  Sam'l  C.  Randall,  Grand  Commander;  E. 
Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  short,  and  confined  almost  entirely  to  local  affairs. 
We  note,  with  regret,  that  Sir  Randall  also  was  guilty  of  the  heresy  of 
granting  dispensations  to  Commanderies  to  parade  on  the  Fourth  of 
July.  As  we  have  already  expressed  our  opinion  in  opposition  to  this 
practice,  we  will  add  no  more. 

We  clip  the  following  on  the  subject  of  Temperance,  which  we  most 
heartily  endorse,  and  to  which  we  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  every 
Sir  Knight  to  whom  these  presents  may  come.  Judging  from  outward 
appearances,  the  world  would  naturally  infer  that  the  principal  deity 
honored  and  served  by  our  Order,  is  the  god  Bacchus,  not  the  **Man 
of  Sorrows. '^  Listen  to  and  profit  by  the  words  of  truth  and  sober- 
ness from  the  pen  of  Sir  Randall : 

Sir  Kuights,  is  not  the  subject  of  temperance  a  question  that  we,  as 
members  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice 
of  Christian  virtues,  should  investigate,  and  see  whether  we,  as  Christian 
Kuights,  are  living  up  to  the  principles  of  temperance  taught  us  a*;  every       j 
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step  from  the  first  degree  in  Masonry  to  the  Order  of  the  Temple  ? 
Whether  we  are  not  too  much  in  the  habit  of  taking  a  social  glass  together 
while  clothed  as  Knights  Templar  ?  And  if  it  be  not  too  much  the  prac- 
tice of  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction,  (he  might  have  said  everywhere) 
when  entertaining  other  Commanderies,  to  have  liquors  of  different  kindA 
at  their  headquarters  (or  in  a  separate  room)  and  on  their  banquet  table? 
Is  not  such  use  of  liquors  wrong — wrong  in  principle,  and  opposed  by  all 
the  teachings  of  our  Order?  And  should  not  the  practice  be  prohibited  by 
an  edict  of  this  Grand  Commandery  forbidding  its  use  at  our  banquets*,  at 
the  headquarters,  or  by  any  member  of  the  Order  in  public,  while  in 
uniform  ? 

To  this  last  question  we  answer,  yes^  most  emphatically ;  and  not 
only  in  Michigan,  but  in  Mississippi,  and  every  other  Grand  Com 
mandery,  should  the  same  action  be  had.  The  Grand  Commandery 
adopted  the  followiftg  edict  on  this  subject ; 

Orderedy  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  at  or  about  or  in  any  way 
in  connection  with  any  banquet  given  or  participated  in  by  any  Com- 
mandery or  part  thereof  is  prohibited  ;  that  the  keeping,  or  having,*  or  use 
of  iatoxicatmg  liquors  at  headquarters  of  any  Commandery,  at  its  station, 
or  on  a  pilgrimage,  is  prohibited. 

Proceedings  local.  The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  W.  P. 
Innes,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Commanderies 
in  his  usual  clever  and  entertaining  manner — Mississippi  for  1876 
receiving  due  attention. 

R.  E.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
as  usual. 

MISSOURI,     1877.  ' 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  was 
held  in  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  October  2d.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Fred. 
B.  Young,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  the  representatives  of  twenty-seven  Subordinates. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  short  and  devoted  entirely 
to  local  matters.  He  notices  in  fitting  terms  the  tragic  death  of  Sir 
Gouley,  and  pays  a  fraternal  tribute  to  his  character  and  memory. 

Proceedings  short  and  local.  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by 
Grand  Recorder  Mayo.  On  the  principle  of  **you  tickle  me  and  Til 
tickle  you,'*  he  indulges  in  the  following  in  his  review  of  Ohio : 

He  thanks  us  for  coming  to  his  aid  against  the  criticism  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Committee  (1874),  who  seemed  to  be  offended  at  Grand  Commander 
Carson  for  not  thanking  the  Almighty  in  his  annual  address,  overlooking 
the  fact  that  the  Ohio  Body  has  a  Grand  Prelate  and  a  regular  opening 
service.  We  never  had  much  patience  with  cheap  "  cant,"  and  we  hope 
that  Sir  DeLap  and  others  of  his  views  mav  possess  their  souls  in  peace. 

We  appreciate  the  many  kind  words  of  Sir  Carsonp^J^i^  report  we  have 
read  with  so  much  pleasure. 
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In  reply  to  the  above,  we  must  say  that  we  have  nothing  to  take 
back  or  apologize  for  in  our  review  of  Ohio  in  1874.  The  fact  that 
Ohio  has  a  Grand  Prelate,  etc.,  amounts  to  nothing  in  this  connection, 
and  our  subsequent  knowledge  of  the  character  of  Sir  Carson,  based 
upon  his  writings,  but  confirms  us  in  the  belief  that  his  qualifications 
for  a  Christian  Knight,  like  those  of  Sir  Mayo,  are  probably  none  o^ 
the  best. 

In  response  to  the  **hope"  above  expressed,  we  beg  to  say  that  we 
never  had  much  patience  with  egotistical,  besotted  Templars  who  care 
for  the  Institution  only  as  it  ministers  to  their  appetites  for  feasting, 
guzzling,  and  making  a  display  of  themselves. 

We  beg  pardon  for  the  above  discourtesy,  but  when  Templars  who, 
by  their  words  if  not  their  actions,  show  that  they  liave  no  more  con- 
ception of  the  principles  and  mission  of  the  Order  than  the  Devil  has 
of  experimental  religion,  accuse  us  of  indulging  in  **cheap  cant,"  our 
indignation  gets  the  better  of  our  courtesy. 

R.  E.  Sir  Jno.  R.  Parson,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo, 
Grand  Recorder. 

NEBRASKA,     1877. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  young  sister  was  held  at  Lincoln, 
April  3d.  R.  E.  Sir  Charles  Franklin  Cadin,  Grand  Commander;  E. 
Sir  W.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder. 

They  call  the  list  of  Grand  Officers  the  **Roll  of  Office  Bearers  J' 
This  is  good,  and  we  presume  is  in  contradistinction  to  o^c^-holders, 
and  signifies  that  the  Knights  of  Nebraska,  while  they  are  willing  to 
bear  office  for  the  good  of  the  Craft,  they  do  not  propose  to  hold  it  any 
longer  than  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  demand.  Our  fraters  of 
Nebraska  evidently  believe  the  saying  that  **  variety  is  the  spice  of 
life,"  as,  while  it  is  the  universal  custom  to  appoint  committees,  they 
adopt  a  more  military  and  warlike  style  and  detail  them. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  lengthy,  practical,  ear- 
nest, well-written  and  interesting  paper ;  but  is  devoted  to  local  affairs. 
He  reports  the  Order  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Nothing  in  the  pro. 
ceedings  of  general  interest.     No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

R.  E.  Sir  Jas.  W.  Moore,  Grand  Commander ;  E.  Sir  W.  R.  Bowen, 
Grand  Recorder.     Seven  Commanderies — 332  members. 

NEW    HAMPSHIRE,     1877. 

Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  Asylum  of  Mount  Horeb  Command- 
ery,  in  the  city  of  Concord,   September  25th.     Present  Cigi^d  ^.vSOOqIc 
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Jno.  R.  Holbrook,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Acting 
Grand  Recorder. 

We  find  nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  Grand  Commander's 
address,  except  the  following,  which  we  copy  for  the  benefit  of  our 
own  and  other  jurisdictions  : 

At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  there  was,  in  the  hands  of  ex-Grand' 
Treasurer,  D.  R.  Marshall,  funds  to  the  amount  of  $445  42.  This  amount^ 
Sir  Knight  Marshall  refused  to  pay  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer  unless  hi» 
bill  ifor  seven  years'  services,  which  amounted  to  $53  50,  should  be  allowed.. 
This  bill  I  could  not  allow — and  respectfully  requested  him  to  pay  over  the- 
full  amount.  He  finally  agreed  to  pay  over  $391  92,  reserving* from  the- 
full  amount  his  bill.  I  have  notified  Sir  Knight  Marshall  to  be  present  at 
this  Ck)nclave  to  have  the  matter  settled. 

Now,  in  the  light  of  the  Grand  Commander's  remarks  on  this  subject^, 
we  are  led  to  suppose  that  Sir  M.  had  served  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  New  Hampshire  as  its  Grand  Treasurer  for  a  period  of  seven  years  ; 
that  on  his  retirement  from  that  office,  he  presented  a  bill  for  services 
rendered,  which  the  Grand  Commander  declined  to  pay.  In  the 
absence  of  any  cause  assigned  for  this  refusal,  we  are  naturally  led  to 
suppose  that  the  exorbitant  amount  claimed,  to-wit :  $7  39  per  annum^ 
was  what  was  the  matter.  If  our  inference  is  correct,  we  cordially 
endorse  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  declining  to  allow  this 
Sir  Knight  to  make  such  an  unwarrantable  raid  upon  the  Treasury  of 
the  Grand  Body.  We  have  no  doubt  if  Sir  M.  had  been  satisfied  with 
a  reasonable  salary,  say  a  dollar  a  decade,  the  amount  due  would  have 
been  cheerfully  paid.  It  is  high  time  these  paid  Masonic  oflftcers  learrii 
that  it  is  improper  and  outrageous  for  them  to  expect  such  munificent 
salaries  as  that  claimed  by  Sir  Marshall.  A  first-class  Grand  Recorder 
or  Treasurer  should  consider  themselves  amply  remunerated  for  a  year's 
services  if  they  get  their  **  board  for  their  clothes." 

Further  along,  the  Grand  Commander  suggests  the  propriety  of 
requiring  the  Grand  Treasurer  to  give  bonds  !  There  must  be  an  im- 
mense amount  of  honor  connected  with  the  ofiice  of  Grand  Treasurer 
in  that  jurisdiction,  inasmuch  as  they  require  that  oflftcer  to  work  for 
nothing  and  give  good  and  sufficient  surety  that  he  won't  steal  the 
funds.  We  learn  in  a  foot-note  that  Sir  Marshall  subsequently  paid  in 
the  $53  50. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Nathan  Hunt,  reviews  the 
doings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Commanderies — Mississippi  for  1877 
among  them.  The  report  is  voluminous,  but  made  up  almost  entirely 
of  extracts — Sir  Hunt  having  but  littie  to  say  himself. 

R.   E.  Sir  Chauncey  H.   Green,   Grand  Commag^j^j^  gi|^^|^R[g 
Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder.  ^ 
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NEW    JERSEY,     1877. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
New  Jersey  was  held  in  the  city  of  Newark,  Sept.  nth.  Present: 
R.  E.  Sir  F.  G.  AVeise,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Thos.  J.  Corson, 
Grand  Recorder;  the  representatives  of  eleven  Subordinates  and 
twenty  Grand  Commanderies. 

This  Grand  Commandery,  having  passed  a  resolution  that  it  would 
not  accept  any  reception  or  permit  any  parade  on  the  day  of  the 
Annual  Conclave,  Damascus  Commandery,  No.  5,  of  Newark, 
entertained  it  on  the  day  preceding  the  opening,  and  Sir  Corson  says  it 
was  right  royally  done.  An  account  of  the  affair,  as  reported  in  the 
Newark  Register,  is  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. We  hope  and  presume  they  had  a  good  time,  and  that  the 
numerous  toasts  were  drank  in  **  Adams'  Ale"  instead  of  '*  Jersey 
Lightning."' 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  admirable  document, 
from  which  we  would  be  glad  to  extract  a  number  of  thoughts,  which 
might  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the  moral  tone  of  our  fratres,  if  they 
would  only  read  and  heed  them,  but  want  of  space  and  the  fear  that 
they  would  not  be  read,  prevents. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Captain  Gen- 
eral also  submitted  reports  of  visitations  made  by  them  during  the 
year,  which  show  that  all  is  serene  in  the  Templar  ranks  in  New 
Jersey.  Proceedings  local.  Grand  Commandery  decided  to  perma- 
mently  locate  at  Trenton. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  the  king  of  the  **  Mutuals,"  Si^ 
Thos.  J.  Corson,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Comman' 
deries,  in  his  usual  hapi)y  and  inimitable  style.  He  opens  on  California 
in  this  manner : 

From  the  land  of  auriferous  deposits  and  Mongolian  immigration, 
where  the  mighty  Ah  Wig  Gin  holdeth  the  styles  of  the  Scribe,  the 
country  whose  Pacific  location  entitles  it  to  be  called  the  Land  of  Peace, 
come  pleasant  greetings  in  the  form  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Eighteenth 
Conclave,  etc. 

Referring  to  Sir  Wiggins'  presentation  of  his  report  on  Correspon- 
dence to  same  body.  Sir  Corson  says : 

"  And  now,  with  a  smile,  so  childlike  and  bland,"  that  one  would  suppose 
him  to  be  tlie  very  soul  of  simplicity,  appeareth  Sir  Ah  Wig  Gin,  with 
his  report  rolled  up  and  tucked  under  his  arm,  before  presenting  which,  he 

Euts  on  a  most  remarkable  seK-deprecatory  expression  of  countenance,  as  if 
e  would  impress  us  with  the  idea  that  this  is  a  game  he  does  not  under- 
stand.    But  we  know  him,  and  we  propose  to  watch  him."    Djgjtjzed  by  VjOOQ Ic 
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Commenting  on  Sir  Wiggins'  endorsement  of  the  action  of  Sir 
Savery,  in  granting  Templar  escort  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
he  says : 

Sir  Wiggin  seems  to  think  that  our  Fratres  of  Mississippi  took  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  when  they  stepped  off  with  the  ladies.  But  the  Grand 
Commaoder  of  California  does  not  appear  to  sympathize  with  such  youth- 
ful follies,  for  he  refused  permission  to  one  of  the  Subordinate  Commande- 
rles  to  appear  in  full  uniform  at  a  public  ball.  We  are  on  the  ladies'  side 
and  will  go  with  them  (under  guard  of  the  Knights  of  Mississippi,)  mauger 
all  the  decisions  of  all  the  Grand  Officers  between  California  and  Alaska. 
Let  the  band  bi?gin  to  play. 

Under  the  head  of  Mississippi,  referring  to  the  resolution  of  thanks 
to  the  citizens,  etc. ,  of  Natchez,  he  says : 

As  the  pushing  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  enthusiastically  in- 
forms us  ia  his  *'  unoffi:;ial"  account  of  one  of  these  entertainments,  that 
"a  feast  of  reason  and  other  good  things,  and  a  flow  of  soul  and  other 
elements  characterized  the  occasion,"  it  might  have  been  well  to  change  Mr. 
Moore's  language  thusly: 

'*  Loii^j  lonfT,  may  our  stomachs  with  such  nectar  be  filled, 
As  from  applea  and  corn  and  old  rye  is  distilled ; 
You  may  wa^b,  you  may  scrub  out  the  mouth  if  you  will, 
But  the  scent  of  the  whisky  will  bang  'round  it  still." 

Taking  the  above  as  a  text.  Sir  Corson  proceeds  to  deliver  an 
admirable  discourse,  .condemning  in  unmeasured  terms  the  reprehen' 
sible  and  useless  practice  of  consuming  the  time  of  the  Grand  Body  i 
and  the  money  of  the  Subordinates,  by  these  entertainments,  to  the 
detriment  of  business  and  to  the  profit  of  no  one.  All  of  which  we 
heartily  endorse. 

He  speaks  pleasandy  and  approvingly  of  Sir  Power's  Report  on 
Correspondence,  and  threatens  him  with  condign  punishment  if  he 
ever  passes  through  Trenton  again  without  calling  on  him. 

Under  the  head  of  Pennsylvania,  referring  to  a  clause  in  Sir 
Church's  Report  on  Correspondence,  he  says : 

Sir  DeLap,  of  Mississippi,  having  said  "  we  are  uuable  to  see  the  impro- 
priety of  a  little  harmless  fun  in  u  certain  part  of  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Red  Cross;" 

Sir  Church  makes  the  following  answer,  which  precisely  expresses 
our  ideas  on  the  subject : 

We  hardly  know  what  he  means  by  harmless  fun,  for  we  consider  all 
"fun,"  introduced  into  our  ceremonies,  harmful.  There  is  no  moment 
from  E.  A.  to  Knight  of  Malta,  where  levity  has  any  place;  and  though  it 
is  true  that  '*a  long  face  and  solemn  visage  are  no  indications  of  holiness 
of  heart,"  and  while  absence  of  levity  has  never  been  imputed  to  us,  we  t 
believe  that  there  is  a  time  for  everything.     We  must  remember  that  while  2^1^ 
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the  ritual  is  familiar  to  us,  it  is  not  so  to  the  candidate.  There  is  a  feeling 
of  strangeness  and  peculiarity  about  every  thing.  The  candidate  there  sees 
and  learns  for  the  first  time,  that  which  makes  an  impression  upon  him 
that  he  never  forgets.  That  impression  ought  to  be  one  of  solemnity  and 
awe  which  he  will  carry  with  him  through  his  whole  after  life. 

Sir  Knights  C.  and  C. ,  you  may  be  right,  and  are,  in  the  main ;  but 
we  do  not  believe  that  you  understood  our  meaning  in  the  passage  to 
which  you  refer.  At  all  events,  we  thank  you  for  your  courteous  and 
kindly  criticism,  which  is  in  such  refreshing  and  pleasant  contrast  to 
what  that  of  Sir  Carson's,  of  Ohio,  would  have  been. 

We  lay  aside  New  Jersey,  and  say  good-bye  to  Sir  Corson  with 
much  regret. 

R.  E.  Sir  I.  E.  Forester,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Thos.  J. 
Corson,  Grand  Recorder,  as  usual. 

NEAV    YORK,     1877. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  New 
York  met  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  city  of  Troy,  October  9th. 
Present:  Sir  Robert  Black,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Robert 
Macoy,  Grand  Recorder,  together  with  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
the  representatives  of  fifty-seven  Subordinate  and  twenty-two  Grand 
Commanderies.     Mississippi  not  among  the  latter. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  among  the  best  we  have 
ever  read.  He  refers  in  feelinj  and  eloquent  terms  to  the  fraternal 
dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions,  among  them  Sir  Geo.  F. 
Goiiley.  We  quote  as  follows  from  that  part  of  his  report  headed 
**  Dispensations:'' 

I  have  given  authority  for  several  Commanderies  to  parade  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  other  jurisdictions,  and  have  cheerfully  accorded  the  request 
of  others  desirin/  to  visit  us,  hut  I  have  refused  to  permit  the  mingling  of 
Templars  in  celebrations  not  strictly  Masonic  in  character,  as  Decoration 
Day,  Centennial  celebrations  and  others. 

He  also  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  give  an  exhibi- 
tion drill  for  the  benefit  of  an  Orphan  Asylum.  In  all  of  which  he 
did  exactly  right. 

Among  his  decisions,  we  note  the  following  as  being  of  interest  to  us : 

4.  Question. — The  Grand  Commander  of  a  Sister  State  decides  that  Sul)- 
ordinates  under  his  jurisdiction  cannot  waive  jurisdiction  over  material 
without  his  consent.     Will  you  please  ask  him  to  approve  the  action  of 

Commandery,  No.  — ,  waiving  jurisdiction  in  our  favor  subject  to 

his  approval,  and  oblige  ? 

Answer. — I  am  unable  to  perceive  what  the  Grand  Commander  of  auA^ 
State  has  to  do  with  the  matter.     He  is  not,  and,  in  my  judgment,  caniMC 


Foreign  Correspondence.  69 


be  a  judge  of  who  is  or  who  is  not  proper  to  be  admitted  to  the  Order  by 
one  of  his  Subordinates;  for,  if  he  were,  then  the  right  of  a  Commandery 
to  judge  for  itself  who  shall  be  admitted  to  the  Order  through  its  instru- 
mentality disappears.  And  again,  if  he  can  iudge  who  may  not  be 
admitted,  he  may  also  decide  who  may,  and  thus  have  the  power  to  force  a 
member  upon  a  Commandery  against  its  will.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  cannot  consistently  apply  to  the  Grand  Commander  of  any  State  to 
invade  another  jurisdiction  not  vested  in  him,  and  over  which  he  has  no 
control,  however  much  I  might  wish,  as  I  do,  to  oblige  your  Commander^^. 
If  the  laws  of  the  State  in  question  deprive  the  SuS)rainates  of  the  right 
of  judgment,  let  it  be  so;  but  while  I  am  in  authority,  the  Commanderies 
of  New  York  shall  not  be  submitted  to  a  similar  degradation.  Decision 
Xo.  0,  reported  by  R.  £.  Sir  Charles  Boome,  Grand  Commander,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Commandery,  covers  this  ground,  and  I  very 
respectfully  reiterate  it. 

6.  Question, — A  Knight  was  suspended  in  1874  because  of  his  suspension 
in  his  Chapter  for  non-payment  of  dues.  It  is  now  claimed  that  he  must 
pay  dues  to  the  Commandery  for  all  the  intervening  time  before  being 
restored. 

Answer, — Your  Commandery  had  no  right  to  suspend  a  member  who  was 
disciplined  in  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  for  non-payment  of  dues  only.  The 
Commandery  should,  therefore,  correct  its  error  by  restoring  the  Knight 
upon  payment  of  whatever  amount  may  have  been  due  from  him  when 
suspension  was  declared. 

We  heartily  concur  in  the  4th  decision,  and  will  wager  a  pint  of  pea- 
nuts that  the  Grand  Commander  referred  to  is  a  **Spightman,"  or,  to 
put  in  plainly,  and  so  that  those  of  our  foreign  fraters  who  are  not 
posted  in  the  **Spight  case"  will  understand  it,  he  recognizes  no 
rights  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  that  the  Grand  Commander  is 
bound  to  respect. 

From  his  6th  decision  we  respectfully  dissent.  The  Good  Book 
very  pertinentiy  inquires— **  If  the  foundation  be  destroyed,  what  can 
the  righteous  do?"  and  the  same  rule  applies  in  our  Order.  The 
Ixxige  and  Chapter  are  the  foundations  of  the  Orders  of  Knightliood, 
and  suspension  or  expulsion  for  any  cause  from  either,  extends  in  its 
effects  to  all  higher  bodies.  If  Sir  Black  had  decided  that  the  suspen- 
sion or  expulsicn  of  a  Templar  from  his  Commandery  would  not  affect 
his  standing  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  he  would  have  been  correct. 
Neither  one  of  those  Bodies  recognize,  officially  or  in  their  jurispru- 
dence, the  existence  of  any  higher  branch  of  Masonry,  hence  would 
not  be  supposed  to  know  of  the  action  of  those  Bodies  in  regard  to 
their  members  in  the  matter  of  discipline  or  anything  else ;  but  in  the 
Chapter  and  Commandery,  it  is  different.  Both  of  these  bodies  are 
made  up  of  members  most  generally  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  they  are 
supposed  to  be  personally  cognizant  of  all  that  transpires  in  the  lower 
bodies.  When,  therefore,  for  any  cause,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mandery is  debarred  the  privilege  of  associating  with  his  brethren  o90glC 
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companions  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  the  interdiction  should  extend 
to  the  Commandery.  The  fact  that  the  suspension  was  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  makes  no  difference,  because  a  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay 
them,  when  the  party  possesses  the  financial  ability  to  do  so,  makes 
him  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct  and  violation  of  his  obligation  (a 
grave  crime  against  morality,)  and  for  these  crimes  he  is  suspended. 

The  Grand  Commandery  reversed  the  6th  decision. 

We  would  like  to  draw  more  largely  from  this  address,  but  space 
and  poverty  forbid. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  of  over  four 
thousand  dollars  on  hand — a  pleasant  thing  to  have. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Jno.  Simons,  reviews  the 
proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Commanderies  in  his  usual  mas- 
terly manner.  Sir  John  writes  as  if  he  enjoyed  the  business.  Possi- 
bly if  he  had  written  those  .sixty-six  pages  for  glory ^  instead  of  $200  in 
cashy  he  would  not  have  enjoyed  it  so  much.  He  quotes  from  Sir  Clifton's 
address  quite  freely,  and  among  others  that  part  in  reference  to  the 
conflict  between  our  law  and  that  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  to 
the  effect  of  reversal  of  the  decision  of  a  subordinate  Commandery  on 
the  standing  of  a  suspended  Knight,  and  comments  as  follows : 

Anent  which  we  desire  to  remark,  that  while  we  think  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  latterly  indulged  iu  altogether  too  much  legislation  re- 
garding the  Subordinates  of  State  Grand  Commanderies,  the  principle 
involved  in  the  foregoing  being  general  in  its  nature  and  bearings  ought  to 
be  the  same  throughout  the  Order,  and,  therefore,  that  the  rule  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  ought  to  stand  because  it  is  a  correct  declaration  of 
law. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  take  issue  with  Sir  Simons  on  this  question. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Grand  Encampment  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  matter  of  membership,  in  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of 
Mississippi,  or  any  other  State.  This  is  a  subject  over  which  the  Sub- 
ordinates alone  have  exclusive  and  entire  control.  They  are  the  best 
and  only  competent  judges  of  who  may  or  may  not  be  members,  and 
if,  by  due  course  of  law,  they  get  rid  of  a  black  sheep  and  thereby 
purify  the  flock,  there  is  no  power  outside  the  Subordinate,  and  there 
only  by  unanimous  ballot,  that  can  restore  the  discharged  one  to  mem- 
bership. The  idea  that  we,  of  Mississippi,  who  have  been  fighting 
this  heresy  in  the  Grand  Lodge  for  years,  and  have  killed  it  there 
deader  than  Hector,  are  going  to  allow  the  Grand  Encampment  to 
force  it  upon  us  in  the  Commandery,  is  simply  preposterous,  and  utterly 
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absurd,  and  we  won't  submit  to  it.     This  may  be  disloyalty   to   the 
Triennial  Humbug,  but  it  is  our  sentiment. 

Sir  Simons  compliments  Sir  Power's  report  as  follows : 

There  are  lots  of  good  things  in  this  report,  but  as  we  are  going  over 
the  same  ground  ourself,  we  pass  them,  excepting  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Recorder  spells  the  early  part  of  his  name  with  "John,"  a  fact  we  have  been 
trying  to  find  out,  and  which  makes  it  clear  to  our  mind  why  he  produces 
such  an  excellent  report. 

SirTownsend  Fondey,  R.  E.  ().  C;  Sir  Macoy,  (irand  Recorder. 
OHIO,     1877. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Ohio  met  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  August  30th.  Present :  R.  E. 
Sir  Chas.  C.  Kiefer,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jas.  Nesbitt,  Grand 
Recorder;  the  representatives  of  twenty-seven  Subordinates  and  a 
number  of  Grand  Commanderies,  including  Mississippi,  by  Sir  B.  B. 
Babcock. 

We  find  nothing  of  sufficient  general  interest  in  the  Grand  Comman- 
der's address,  or  in  the  proceedings,  to  warrant  us  in  making  extracts. 
The  Grand  Commandery  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  financially,  and 
jjeace,  harmony  and  prosperity  prevails  throughout  her  borders. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  reviews  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thirty-two  Grand  Commanderies,  including  Mississippi  for 
1877.  As  in  the  opinion  of  this  redoubtable  Knight,  his  sayings  and 
doings  are  not  proper  subjects  of  criticism,  we  shall  pass  over  this  report 
with  the  simple  remark  that  it  is  worthy  of  its  author ;  that  it  is,  among 
other  things,  an  exposition  of  his  views  on  all  questions  under  considera- 
tion, given  in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate  that  those  of  the  balance  of  man- 
kind that  happen  to  be  in  opposition  thereto,  are  unworthy  of  respect  or 
attention.  Sir  Carson  is  undoubtedly  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intellectual  and  educational  qualifications,  but  his  knowledge  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Orders  of  Christian  Knighthood  and 
true  courtesy,  is,  in  our  humble  opinion,  based  upon  his  writings,  ex- 
tremely limited.  We  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  and  would  be  glad  to 
l>e  convinced  that  we  are,  but  so  far  our  observation  but  confirms  the 
belief  that  we  are  correct.  We  fully  expect  to  get  **Hail  Columbia '» 
from  the  large  number  of  the  **  mutuals,"  who,  in  common  with  the 
**  African  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,"  so-called,  are  clinging  to  Sir 
Carson's  coat-tail,  for  our  temerity  in  expressing  an  opinion  derog- 
atory to  the  immaculate  excellence  of  so  distinguished  a  Templar,  but 
H  can't  be  helped.     ^^  Magna  est  Veritas  ct  prevalent  J'     Should  anv  of-k(-)(jTp 
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the  Klan,  including  Sir  Carson,  see  fit  to  come  at  us  in  response  to  the 
above,  in  the  same  spirit  that  provoked  us  to  write  it,  we  shall  be 
obliged  by  receiving  a  copy  of  their  proceedings,  in  which  the  said 
response  is  published. 

If  we  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of  courteous  retaliation  in  our 
remarks  in  reference  to  Sir  Carson  or  any  others  who  have  attacked  us, 
we  beg  pardon,  for  the  excess. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder  continued. 

PENNSYLVANIA,     1877. 

The  tasty  and  elegantly  gotten  up  pamphlet  before  us  contains  the 
proceedings  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  which  met  in  the  city  of  Lancaster^ 
May  29th.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  Grand  Com. 
mander ;  E.  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  represen- 
tatives of  forty-two  Subordinates. 

The  address  of  Sir  Kauffman  is  purely  local  in  its  references. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  proposed  and  laid  over 
until  next  year,  which  gives  the  Em.  Commander  of  a  Subordinate 
Commandery  the  power  to  appoint  all  the  officers  of  his  Commandery, 
except  the  Generalissimo,  Captain  General,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens, 
Treasurer  and  Recorder.  We  fail  to  see  the  necessity  or  wisdom  of 
this  proposition  as  applied  to  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  we  hope 
it  will  be  defeated. 

Financially,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  is  in  a  tip-top 
condition,  as  is  evidenced  by  a  clear  balance^  in  Treasury  of  $3,950, 
and  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  dues  from  her  Subordi- 
nates. Steel  plate  engravings  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hopkins  and 
others  beautify  and  adorn  their  proceedings. 

The  report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Pearson  Church,  reviews  the 
proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Commanderies,  not  including 
Mississippi,  which,  for  some  reason,  Sir  Church  has  left  out  in  the 
cold. 

AVe  appropriate  the  following  statistical  table  which  Sir  Church  had 
.  stolen  from  Sir  Berry  of  Maine.  It  is  valuable  as  showing  at  a  glance 
the  growth  of  all  branches  of  Masonry  in  this  country  since  1866  : 

TEMPLARS.  R.  A.   MASONS.  MASTERS. 

1866 11,602                 34,722  224,274 

1870 25,844                 96,275  483*535 

1875 44,018               130,554  585*269 

^^76 ^^^^35  ^mil^^K.^^ 
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Sir  Church  gets  up  a  first-class  report,  which  shows  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  assigned  him. 

R.  E.  Sir  Henry  Egle,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Chas.  E. 
Meyer,  Grand  Recorder. 

TENNESSEE,    1877. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  met  in 
the  city  of  Memphis,  May  3d.  R.  E.  Sir  \Vm.  Reuben  Butler,  Grand 
Commander ;  E.  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder. 

Grand  Commander's  address  is  short,  and  contains  nothing  of  gen- 
eral interest.     Proceedings  ditto. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Grand  Recorder  Howell, 
reviews  the  proceedings*  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies,  in  a  courteous 
manner,  including  Mississippi  for  1877,  which  is  favored  with  an 
extended  notice. 

R.  E.  Sir  E.  K.  F.  Worsham,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Re- 
Recorder  as  before. 

TEXAS,     1877. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Texas  assembled  in  Annual  Conclave 
in  the  city  of  Galveston,  February  14th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  L.  M. 
Openheimer,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  Robt.  Brewster,  Grand 
Recorder;  the  representatives  of  ten  Subordinates  and  of  a  large 
number  of  Grand  Commandenes. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  mostly  confined  to  local 
matters.  He  congratulates  the  Grand  Commandery  on  the  deliver- 
ance of  the  State  from  the  rule  and  reign  of  carpetbaggery,  ignorance, 
and  rascality,  and  its  immunity  from  the  curse  of  "Returning  Boards.'' 
He  also  invokes  the  prayers  of  the  fraters  of.  Texas  on  behalf  of  their 
brethren  of  Louisiana,  Florida  and  South  Carolina,  which  States,  at 
that  time,  were  "in  the  hands  of  the  Philistines."  As  those  States 
are  now,  like  Texas  and  Massachusetts,  under  the  control  of  officers 
and  governments  of  their  people's  choice,  we  presume  Sir  Openheimer 
considers  his  prayer  and  that  of  our  Texas  fraters,  and  to  which  all 
good  men,  from  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande  and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  say  Amen,  as  answered. 

We  sincerely  trust  that  the  loyalty  of  our  Kansas  and  Vermont 
fraters  may  not  be  seriously  shocked  by  these  remarks  of  Sir  O.  So 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  prefer  to  see  a  proper  reference  to  the 
political  affairs  of  the  country  in  these  addresses,  to  seeing  Templars 
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parading  in  the  uniform  of  the  Order  on  political  holidays,  or  on  any 
occasion  not  purely  Masonic. 

We  clip  the  following  decision  from  the  address : 

I  have  made  the  following  rulings  on  questions  involving  construction 
of  Templar  law : 

Query. — At  the  trial  of  a  Sir  Knight  on  charges  duly  preferred,  the 
prosecution  and  defense  both  announce  "ready  for  trial,"  and  the  accused, 
in  answer  to  the  charge,  has  plead  guilty,  is  a  motion  to  postpone  then  in 
order? 

Ruling. — All  dilatory  pleas  must  he  submitted  before  announcing  ready 
for  trial,  as  it  is  supposed  that  after  the  accused  announces  himself  ready 
for  trial  there  can  be  no  consistent  reason  for  postponing.  Besides,  a 
motion  to  postpone  can  only  be  based  on  either  of  the  following  grounds, 
viz:  Not  having  been  served  with  formal  notice  of  time  for  trial,  or  copy 
of  charges  ;  or  that  he  has  evidence  relevant  to  the  charge  which  he  could 
not  obtain  in  time  to  produce  at  the  trial:  but,  after  announcing  himself 
ready  for  trial,  and  formally  pleading  guilty,  it  would  be  inconsistent  in 
the  Commander  to  entertain  any  dilatory  pleas.  Hence,  at  that  stage  of 
the  trial,  they  should  be  excluded  and  ruled  out  of  order. 

As  to  the  ruling,  we  have  nothing  to  say  against  it,  but  we  fail  to  see 
the  necessity  of  trying  a  culprit  after  he  \ids  plead  guilty.  If  we  rightly 
understand  the  object  of  trial,  it  is  to  determine  by  the  weight  of 
testimony  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  and  no  one  is 
generally  supposed  to  be  more  competent  to  testify  as  to  the  facts  in 
the  case  than  the  prisoner  himself.  In  this  case,  the  record  shows  that 
the  accused  plead  guilty  to  the  charge,  which  pleading  sustained  the 
charge,  and  in  our  humble  opinion  abrogated  the  necessity  for  trial ; 
and  it  only  remained  for  the  Commandery  to  ballot  upon  the  grade  of 
punishment  to  be  inflicted.  ■  If  the  accused  had  denied  the  charge, 
then  the  trial  must  go  on  to  see  whether  the  evidence  would  disprove 
his  denial. 

The  Order  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  in  the  **Lone  Star  State.'' 
Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Jno.  G.  Good  submitted  a  good  (in  name  and  quality)  Report  on 
Correspondence,  overhauling  the  doings  of  tw^enty-seven  Grand  Com- 
manderies.     Mississippi  for  1876  receiving  attention. 

Under  the  head  of  California,  and  on  the  subject  of  uniform.  Sir 
Good  lets  fly  in  this  style : 

The  officer  or  representative  who  has  not  the  pride  to  uniform  and  equip 
himself  according  to  the  regulations,  but  desires  to  enter  a  Grand  Conclave 
in  Mexican  sombrero,  instead  of  chapeau  and  plumes,  buckskin  hunting 
shirt  instead  of  coat,  lath  or  walking  stick  instead  of  sword,  raw-hide  belt, 
pants  stuffed  in  boots,  with  a  huge  pair  of  Mexican  spurs,  etc.,  should  be 
excluded 

While  w-e  heartily  endorse  his  idea,  we  would  enjoy  the  sight  of  a 
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Templar  rigged  out  as  he  describes.  He  would  not  cut  much  of  a 
swell  on  dress  parade,  but  when  it  came  to  a  fight,  he  would  probably 
make  a  good  record.  We  also  copy  the  following  from  his  review  of 
Connecticut,  but  most  emphatically  dissent  from  his  proposition  that 
*  *  our  ceremony  is  enough  over  any  deceased  : " 

Objection  is  made  to  the  length  of  the  Burial  Service,  especially  when 
the  Episcopal  service  is  also  used.  We  differ  with  the  R.  E.  Sir.  Not 
a  line  or  word  kIiouI  J  be  omitted.  If  the  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased 
desire  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  or  other  Orders,  then  let  Templar 
service  be  omitted.  *Our  ceremony  is  enough  over  any  deceased.  If 
Templar  Is  desired,  let  it  be  that  alone;  and  when  properly  conducted, 
nothing  is  more  solemn  and  impressive. 

The  Orders  of  Knighthood  were  never  intended  by  their  founders 
or  members  to  supersede  or  dispense  with  the  Church  of  Christ,  and 
wherever  such  an  idea  shall  be  taught  or  practiced  in  or  by  the 
Order,  then  the  curse  of  God  will  inevitably  fall  upon  it. 

The  following,  under  **  Illinois,"  is  good,  and  meets  our  approval, 
except  Sir  Good's  evident  lack  of  gallantry  in  putting  those  ** brides" 
on  a  level  with  foxes  and  coons : 

Several  dispensations  were  granted  during  the  year,  but  the  most  striking 
was  one  to  Cairo,  No.  13,  "  to  appear  in  public.  June  17th,  to  call  on  two 
of  their  members  and  their  brides,"  for  the  reason,  "  the  parties  are  well 
known  to  the  Grand  (Commander,  and  he  has  a  high  regard  for  them,"  etc., 
etc.     As  the  "seal  was  wanting,"  this  "appearance"  did  not  take  place. 

With  courteous  deference  to  the  Grand  Commander,  the  happy  mcm- 
l)ers,  and  more  especially  their  "brides,"  (for  God  knows  we  love  the 
women  dearly),  this  was  a  grave  stretch  of  authority.  He  could  with  the 
same  propriety  issue  dispensations  for  a  coou  or  fox  liunt,  provided  the  said 
i'.oon  or  fox  was  "well  known  to  him,"  and  "he  had  a  high  regard"  for 
either. 

The  whole  report  is  good,  very  Good,  and  we  lay  it  aside  with  regret. 
Sir.  D.  R.  Gurley,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


VERMONT,     1877. 


(irand  Commandery  met  in  city  of  Burlington,  June  12th.  Present: 
R.  E.  Sir  A.  B.  Jewett,  Grand  Commander :  Sir  Jno.  Poland,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  the  representatives  of  nine  Subordinates. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  and,  with  the  excei:- 
tion  of  some  leading  questions  near  its  close,  entirely  local. 

As  the  queries  proposed  are  ec^ually  pertinent  in  and  to  all  latitudes, 
we  clip  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  benighted  Sir  Knights  of  Missis- 


*  Evidently  slioulil  read  ''^ oi.e  ccrcmon\." — ^?R.  RtcoBDEtt 
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sippi,  expressing  the  hope  that  they  may  each  and  all  be  able  to  return 
correct  and  satisfactory  answers : 

Yet  this  is  a  proper  time  to  inquire  how  fares  our  Order  in  Vermont? 
How  far  are  we  entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  followers  of  the  Great  Head 
of  our  Order?  Are  we  possessed  of  the  spirit  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus 
that  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head?  Are  we  not  frescoing  too  many  walls, 
laying  down  too  many  carpets,  and  neglecting  our  vows  to  succor  the 
needy  ?  Are  not  our  excesses  largely  outweighing  our  virtues  ?  Are  our  char- 
ities in  proportion  to  our  indulgences  ?  Would  not  the  treasure  expended  in 
displays  and  hilarity  do  more  to  relieve  the  destitute  widows  and  orphans 
than  all  our  professions?  Many  Sir  Knights  live  and  labor  in  the  hope 
that  when  they  are  summoned  hence  their  dependent  ones  will  be  cared  tor 
by  the  valiant  Knights  whose  well  earned  fame  hath  spread  both  far  and 
wide  for  acts  of  charity.  Let  us  not  forget  that  our  hands  have  vowed  to 
wield  the  sword  in  defense  of  helpless  orphans.  How  far  are  we  aiding  by 
counsel,  purse  and  sword  ?  These  are  plain  questions.  The  world  looks 
on,  an  asks  ior  an  answer.  Sir  Knights,  let  us  each  be  prepared  to  answer 
as  we  would. 

For  the  information  of  our  fraters  of  Vermont,  we  will  say,  on  behalf 
of  Mississippi,  in  answer  to  the  query  as  to  extravagant  frescoing,  etc., 
that  we  are  doing  but  little  in  the  fresco  and  carpeting  line  just  at 
present.     Frescoed  chimneys  nor  carpeted  huts  would  look  well. 

The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  state  in  **Varmount.'  The 
Grand  Commandery  is  somewhat  in  the  same  financial  predicament  as 
ours— that  is,  it  is  poor  as  Job.  This  state  of  affairs  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State  is  not  at  all  surprising,  when  we  consider  the  immense 
salary  paid  their  Grand  Recorder,  to-wit :  $40  per  annum  !  And  tlie 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  the  munificent  sum  of 
$30  for  two  reports !  However,  if  they  are  no  better  than  the  one 
before  us,  Sir  Knight  Dana  will  excuse  us  for  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  price  paid  was  too  large,  by  half.  We  get  nothing  for  ours, 
which,  in  our  opinion — we  say  it  with  all  due  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
Sir  Dana,  and  sans  egotism — is  worth  half  a  dozen  of  his  best  ones. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  E.  S.  Dana,  will  do  very 
well  when  we  consider  the  source  from  which  it  emanates,  but  would 
hardly  be  considered  as  up  to  the  lowest  standard  outside  of  his  own 
State. 

Referring  to  Sir  Phineas  Savery's  report,  he  says:  **The  report  is  a 
creditable  one,  and  a  great  improvement  on  that  of  Sir  DeLap  in 
1875."  ^^  ^^^1  almost  crushed,  but  still  retain  sufficient  vitality  to 
doff  our  beaver  and  make  suitable  acknowledgments  to  Sir  D.  for  his 
favorable  criticism  of  Sir  Phineas'  effort.  Sir  Phineas  is  a  valued 
friend  of  ours,  and  we  rejoice  in  his  success  in  pleasing  Sir  Dana. 

Not  every  poor  devil  you  meet  i)0ssesses  sufficient  talent  to  descriteJc 
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in  an  appropriate  manner,  the  elegance  of  the  **get  up"  of  the  Ken- 
tucky pamphlet.  The  Templar  knowledge  of  the  Vermont  fraters 
must  have  been  largely  increased  after  reading  Sir  Dana*s  Report  on 
Correspondence,  the  gist  of  which  was  a  description  of  the  pamphlet 
aforesaid. 

We  notice  Sir  Dana  has  been  elevated  to  the  office  of  Grand  Com- 
mander, and  have  no  doubt  he  will  make  a  good  one.  Each  man, 
in  the  economy  of  Providence,  is  brought  into  the  world  for  some  pur- 
pose or  profession,  and  he  is  bound  to  hit  on  the  right  one  if  he  will 
only  keep  on  trying.  It  is  barely  possible  that  nature  did  not  ramify 
(as  Josh  puts  it)  Sir  Dana  for  a  G.  C.  any  more  than  for  a  reporter,  in 
which  event  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  look  further.  At  all 
events,  he  has  our  sympathy. 

Grand  Recorder  a§  before. 

VIRGINIA,     1877. 

The  Annual  Conclave  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  and  Appendant  Orders  of  the  State  of  Virginia  was  held  in 
the  city  of  Lynchburg,  October  6th.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Robert  E. 
Withers,  Grand  Commander;  E.  Sir  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  the  representatives  of  eleven  Subordinates  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  confined  entirely  to  a 
report  of  his  official  acts  and  the  principal  actions  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment at  its  late  session.  He  decided:  **That  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues  in  a  Lodge  does  not  affect  the  standing  of  a  Templar 
in  his  Commandery." 

From  this  decision  we  respectfully  dissent,  as  being  wrong  in 
principle  if  correct  in  law.  We  are  unable  to  see  any  difference  in 
this  connection,  between  suspension  for  this  cause  and  any 
other.  Suspension  is  one  of  the  penalties  provided  for  offenses  against 
morality  or  Masonry,  or  for  any  crime,  and  the  simple  fact  of 
its  infliction  in  the  Blue  Lodge  is  ample  evidence  to  the  Commandery, 
that  the  party  has  done  some  act,  no  matter  what  it  may  have  been, 
by  which  he  forfeited  his  right  to  Masonic  benefits  and  privileges.  We 
hold  that  a  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  dues  by  members  of  Masonic 
Bodies  is  a  violation  of  the  obligations  so  solemnly  taken  by  the  party, 
and  a  grave  crime  against  Masonry  and  morality.  Hence,  we  can  see 
no  good  reason  for  making  an  exception  in  favor  of  this  class.  It  may 
be  urged  that  inability  to  pay  places  the  party  above  the  charge  of  un- 
roasonic  conduct,  and  that  in  such  a  case  suspension  is  the  penalty 
inflicted  for  a  crime  that  was  not  a  crime,  because  committed  involuiiNjQlC 
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tarily.  Such  cases  are  so  extremely  rare  that  they  ought  not  to  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  the  matter.  A  Lodge  very  seldom,  if  ever, 
suspends  or  punishes  in  any  way  any  of  its  members  for  the  crime  of 
poi^crty.  In  our  humble  judgment,  no  Knight  has  any  right  to  enter 
the  Asylum  of  a  Commandery  who  would,  by  reason  of  any  un- 
masonic  act  of  his  own,  be  denied  admittance  to  a  Lodge  of  Master 
Masons.  We  notice  the  decision  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, as  being  consistent  with  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  o^ 
the  Grand  Encampment  and  with  the  Edicts  of  that  body. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Jas.  A.  Scott,  reviews  the 
proceedings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Commanderies — Mississippi  for  1877 
receiving  her  due  share  of  courteous  attention.  The  report  is  an  admir- 
able production. 

Referring  to  Sir  Power's  report,  he  says:  **The  report  is  the 
*  maiden '  effort  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  and  so  timid 
did  its  publication  make  him,  that  he  deserted  us  on  the  first  fire.  He 
is  evidently  afraid  of  Sir  Corson,  but  we  do  assure  you,  Sir  P.,  that  he 
is  perfectly  harmless,  and  even  if  he  had  attempted  to  undermine  your 
virtue,  you  would  have  found  willing  and  able  champions  in  our 
ranks.     You  know  we  are  bound  to  protect  innocent,  and  so  forth." 

Sir  Scott  pleasantly  refers  to  Sir  Power's  ** unofficial"  report,  which 
he  copies  in  full. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder  both  continued. 

WEST    VIRGINIA,     1  8  7  5-'7  6-'7  7. 

We  have  before  us  a  small  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of 
this  Grand  Commandery  for  the  above  years. 

From  the  decisions  of  Grand  Commander  Patton,  1876,  we  quote: 

A  Knight  cannot  sign  a  petition  to  form  a  new  Commandery,  unless  he 
will  be  more  benefittea  by  the  formation  of  the  new  Commandery  than  the 
one  he  is  connected  with. 

Who  is  to  be  the  judge  in  determining  the  question  of  benefit?  We 
can  see  no  necessity  for  this  decision  or  imagine  any  benefit  likely  to 
result  from  its  enforcement. 

Two  of  the  Subordinates  have  been  derelict  in  duty,  and  have 
treated  the  Grand  Commander  with  disrespect,  and  he,  very  properly^ 
arrested  the  charter  of  one  and  recommended  that  the  other  (U.  D.) 
be  denied  a  charter,  which  recommendation  we  regret  to  say  was  not 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Commander.  It  occurs  to  us  that  a  proper 
consideration  for  the  Grand  Commander,  or  for  the  ^osl^o^  tS^\9%Ie 
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at  least,  should  have  induced  them  to  prolong  its  probationary  state  for 
another  year.  Nothing  of  general  interest  in  addresses  or  proceedings. 
No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  Hugh  Sterling  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  F.  Irvine, 
Grand  Recorder. 

WISCONSIN,     187  7. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Body  met  in  the 
city  of  Madison,  October  2d.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  John  W.  Woodhull, 
Grand  Commander;  Sir  J.  P.  C.  Cottrill,  Grand  Recorder;  the  rep- 
resentatives of  fifteen  Subordinates  and  thirteen  Grand  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  mostly  confined  to  local  affairs, 
but  closes  with  an  earnest  and  hearty  aj)peal  to  the  members  of  the 
Order  for  a  more  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties,  a  higher  appreciation 
of,  and  regard  for,  its  fundamental  principles,  and  at  the  same  time 
recommends  the  purification  of  the  Institution  by  cleansing  it  from 
the  leprosy  of  unworthy  members— members  who  have  no  thought  or 
sympathy  in  common  with  its  divine  teachings,  and  who  are  more 
fitted  for  association  with  beings  of  the  class  of  Bob  Ingersoll  and 
Tom  Paine,  than  for  soldiers  of  the  Cross  of  Christ.  We  should  like 
to  copy  this  part  of  the  address  in  full,  but  we  have  already  extended 
this  report  to  an  unwarrantable  length,  considering  its  quality,  and 
must  forbear.  When  we  say  that  the  address  is  worthy  of  its  author,  we 
consider  that  we  have  paid  it  a  high  compliment.  We  desire  to  offer 
to  Sir  Woodhull  and  our  Fratres  of  Wisconsin  our  sincere  and  hearty 
congratulations  upon  his  elevation  to  the  station  of  Grand  Commander 
of  our  native  State.  That  he  will  fill  the  office  with  ability  and  dignity 
of  sound  common  sense  and  the  courtesy  of  a  Christian  gentleman,  and 
also  to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  the  Templars  of  Wisconsin,  we  feel 
perfectly  sure.  The  Order  in  Wisconsin  is  in  a  strong,  healthy  and 
vigorous  condition,  and  all  is  peace  within  her  borders. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  production  of  Grand 
Commander  Woodhull  and  Past  Grand  Commander  Carpenter,  and 
reviews  the  proceedings  of  twenty-six  Grand  Commanderies.  It  is 
useless  for  us  to  say  to  those  who  ever  read  the  literary  productions  of 
these  two  eminent  fratres,  that  the  report  is  first-class,  A  i,  extra  super- 
fine, etc.  Sir  Carpenter  commences  on  Alabama,  and  winds  up  with  . 
New  York,  and  from  the  alpha  to  the  omega  of  his  report,  the  Templar 
will  find  interesting  reading.  If  we  could  get  up  half  so  good  a  one, 
we  would  be  proud  of  our  ability.     The  same  observations  apply  with 
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equal  force  to  that  part  of  the  report  compiled  by  our  good  friend  Sir 
John,  who  takes  up  Ohio,  goes  for  Carson  without  gloves,  and  pays 
his  respects  to  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Texas  and  Virginia,  in  his 
usual  style.     Referring  to  address  of  Sir  Clifton,  Sir  Carpenter  says : 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  business  document  of  about 
six  pages,  and  shows  that  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  office  with  good 
judgment  and  fidelity.  He  has  it  I  What?  Why,  that  chattering  of 
the  teeth  about  that  political  nightmare,  or  ^host,  or  whatever  it  is,  which 
so  haunts  the  imaginations  of  our  noble  Fratres  of  that  State.  Sirs  of 
Mississippi  I  Mad)eth  was  the  only  one  who  saw  the  gliost  of  Banquo,  or 
whose  hair  stood  on  end  because  of  its  presence.  Permit  us  to  suggest  that 
you  stay  in  o'  nights.  Ghosts  don't  travel  in  the  broad  sun-light,  nor 
trouble  those  whose  souls  are  illumined  by  the  radiance  of  the  "  Son  of 
Righteousness."  Take  down  your  blinds,  open  your  windows ;  let  "G-r-e-a-t 
C-8e-s-a-r'*  rest.  There  is  no  more  virtue  in  him  than  other  last  years* 
scare-crow. 

To  this,  we  respond  that  if  Sir  Carpenter's  political  experience  had 
been  at  all  like  ours — if  he,  like  us,  had  been  cursed  and  oppressed  by 
an  alien  and  corrupt  government — he  would  ^^  have  tt^*  as  bad  as  the 
worst  of  us.  Sir  Carpenter,  in  common  with  thousands  of  others  in  the 
North,  men  of  intelligence  and  large  information  on  most  of  the  impor- 
tant questions  of  the  day,  are  evidently  ignorant  of  the  amount  and 
nature  of  the  political  trials  and  sufferings  of  the  i>eople  of  the  South, 
hence  his  surprise  at  so  frequent  reference  to  these  matters.  But  let 
any  of  them  endure  what  we  have  endured,  suffer  what  we  have 
suffered,  and  they  will  naturally,  and  at  once,  arrive  at  the  conviction 
that  it  is  no  ordinary  ghost  that  is  after  them,  but  the  very  devil 
himself.  We  are  sorry  that  Sir  Carpenter,  with  all  his  kindness  of  heart 
ind  fraternal  feeling  towards  us,  which  we  know  he  really  cherishes 
should  yet  be  so  unjust  as  to  condemn  us  without  first  having  acquaint- 
ed himself  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  We  cannot  quarrel  with 
him,  however,  because,  after  reading  his  opening  on  Mississippi,  to- 
wit:  **^Mississippi,  we  greet  you;  silver  and  gold  we  have  none, 
but  such  as  we  have  give  we  unto  you ;  cordial  good  will  and  fraternal 
love" — we  cannot  believe  he  means  to  be  unkind. 

We  thank  God  most  devoutly  that  the  winter  of  our  discontent  has 
become  a  glorious  summer  of  joy  and  prosperity,  by  the  triumph  of 
intelligence  over  ignorance,  honesty  over  dishonesty  and  political 
rottenness,  and  that  peace  and  quiet  prevail  in  all  our  borders.  The 
government  of  this  State  is  in  the  hands  of  her  sons,  where  it  properly 
belongs ;  the  good  people  of  all  classes,  conditions,  colors  and  politics 
are  contented  and  happy,  and  this  day  of  our  Lord,  unlike  those  of 
the  near  past,  finds  us  with  no  political  grievance  iBi|j^mcf(yQ>5t9t9^1c 
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which  to  complain.  For  this  state  of  affairs,  we  again  say,  We  thank 
thee,  O  Lord,  to  which  the  gales  that  sweep  from  the  North  will  doubt- 
less bring  us  the  hearty  response  of  Amen  and  Amen,  from  Sirs  C.  and 
W.  We  copy  his  closing  on  Mississippi,  with  thanks  for  his  good 
opinion  as  therein  expressed : 

The  Grand  Commandery  received  and  accepted  an  invitjition  to  visit  the 
Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  and  we  are  ready  to  bet  our  bottom  double 
eagle  that  they  did  not  with  one  hand  put  a  penny  in  the  urn  of  poverty, 
and  with  the  other  take  a  shilling  out.  That  sort  of  fellows  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi. 

They  also  attended  a  banquet  and  dance  given  by  Rosalie  Commandery, 
and  from  the  remarks  made  by  the  Recorder,  and  the  resolutions  adopted, 
we  are  led  to  infer  that  if  they  did  not  have  a  royal  good  time,  they  were 
most  egregiously  mistaken  about  it.  Sir  Power,  being  a  modest  man, 
mentions  the  impressions  produced  by  these  side  shows  in  an  unofficial 
note  at  the  close  of  the  official  record.     But  we  believe  it  "shust  dcr  same.** 

We  lay  aside  Wisconsin  with  regret. 

Sir  Woodhull  again  elected  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Chas.  P.  Utley, 
Grand  Recorder. 

We  have  also  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada, 
but  they  came  too  late  for  this  report. 

Having  completed  our  work,  we  present  it  for  your  inspection.  We 
do  not  claim  that  it  is  **good  work"  or  **true  work,"  but  that  it  expresses 
our  sentiments  squarely,  we  insist.  We  ask  no  one  to  father  any  of  it, 
but  propose  ourself  to  bear  all  the  anathemas  that  may  be  hurled 
against  it 

Courteously  submitted,  E.  GEO.  DeLAP. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama Peleg  Brown Mobile. 

Arkansas Wm.  H.  Howes Forest  City, 

California Thos,  H.  Caswell Nevada. 

Colorado David  C.  Collier Central. 

Connecticut Israel  M.  Bullock Bridgeport. 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah, 

Illinois James  Hawley Dixon,  Lee  county. 

Indiana Charles  Cruft Terre  Haute. 

Iowa John  C.  Parish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  M.  Price Atchison. 

Kentucky William  Alva  Warner. /yOttwvi//<?. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DeGrange New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland. 

Mass.  anil  Rhode  Island... Nicholas  Van  Slyck Providence. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adreon Baltimore. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Langley Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Prall St.  Louis. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Harris Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Wolverton Trenton. 

New  York George  Barcock Troy. 

Nebraska Alfred  G.  Hastings Lincoln. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Buechner Youngstoxcn. 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbury Qrecit  Bend. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Geo.  R.  Fearn :.. Dallas. 

Verir^ont Russell  8.  Taft Burlington. 

West  Virginia Mason  W.  Burt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Milioaukce. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  Savery Baldwyn. 

Arkansas T.  G.  Birchett Vicksburg. 

California  John  K.  Fulson Water  Valley. 

Connecticut C.  Johnson Jackson. 

Georgia John  A.  Galbreath,  8r...  f//iion  Church. 

Illinois William  G.  Benbrook.... iVa/cA«. 

Indiana J.  R.  McIntosh Okolona. 

Iowa Wm.  A.  Fairchild Vicksburg. 

Kansas John  Nelson Jackson. 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine William  Noonan Natcfiez. 

Maryland James  T.  Whitehead Holly  Springs. 

Minnesota W.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Mercer Lexingtoji. 

Nebraska Jas.  T.  Fant Holly  Springs. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.Stewart Natchez. 

New  York Gus.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio -...Chas.  M.  Erwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania J.  S.  Cain Okolona. 

Tennesseee R.  L.  Saunders Jackson. 

Texas Oliver  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont '. J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walker .Port  Gib^o] 

Wisconsin John  A.  Dicks Natchez. 


Qoogh 


GRAND  RECORDERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


Alabama Danikl  Sayre Montgomery. 

Arkansas Johx  AV.  Ki80X Little  Rock, 

California Thos.  H.  (U«well San  Francisco. 

Canada Thos.  J.  Mason Hamilton. 

(*olorado Ei)WAUI>  C.  Parmelee Georgetown. 

Connecticut John  \V.  Stedman Noncich. 

Georgia Chas.  Rrnn  Armstrong. ..J/aeo/?. 

Illinois (fILBERTAV^  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana Fohn  M.  Bramwell Imlianapoliif. 

Iowa William  B.  Lxy{iRUHiK...Mu8cafiue. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown Wgamfotte. 

Kentucky Ia)RENZO  1).  CRONiXGER...ror//*/7^o/i. 

Louisiana..., Uichard  Lambert New  Orleans,  Box  872. 

Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

Maryland ('has.  T.  Cisco Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island....  Alfred  F.  Chapman Boston, 

Michigan William  P.  Innes Grand  Rapidi*. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paid. 

Mississippi I.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri W.  H.  Mayo Saint  Jj)uis. 

Nebraska Wm.  K.  Bowen Omaha, 

New  Hampshire (tEO.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Thoh.  J.  Corson Trenton 

New  York Robert  McCoy New  York. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Charles  Eigene MEYER..P/t/7a(f^//>AiVr. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Robert  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont J.  Monroe  Poland Montpelier. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia (tEo.  F.  Irvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Chas.  P.  Utley Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment  II.  S..Theo.  Sutton  Parvin Iowa  City. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS  FOR  iS/S-'/g. 


R.  E.  Sib  Wm.  G.  Paxton, Vicksburg, Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sib  Cha8.  M.  Ebwin, Winona, Dept.  Grand  Commander. 

E,  Sib  Wm.  G.  BEirBBOOK,....Aa/<?A€2, Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sib  R.  F.  Hudson, Columbus, Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sib  J.  B.  Linn, Columbus, Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sib  Wm.  Fbench, Vicksburg, Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sib  J.  J.  Bakeb, Lexington, Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sib  N.  8.  Walkeb, Port  Oibson,.Xjrr&nd  Treasurer. 

E.  Sib  J.  L.  Powbb, Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sib  Grs  J.  Bahin, Natchez, Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sib  Fbedebic  Speed, Vieksburg, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sib  C.  Lee  Lincoln, Columbus, Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sib  D.  D.  L.  Quinn, Columbus Grand  Captain   of  Guard. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templab  Law  and  Jubispbudence— Sir  W.  W.  A.  Fairchild,  Vieks- 
burg ;  Sir  Harry  Gilmore,  Aberdeen  ;  Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  Holly  Springs. 

FoBEiGN  Cobbespondence— Sir  E.  G^eo.  DeLap,  Natchez;  Sir  David 
Carr,  Kosciusko ;  Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  Water  Valley. 


The  Nineteenth  Grand  Conclave  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Columbus, 
on  the  2l8t  day  of  May,  1879. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  OONCLAYE 

I 
f 

0^  OF  THE 

GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


HELD    AT 


.    .  COLUMBUS,  MAY  21,  11  AND  23.  1879. 


JACKSON,  MISS.: 
Plarion  Steam  J'oblishinq  ^ouse 
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(:^RAND  OFFICERS  FOR  1879-'80. 


11.  E.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin Winona Grand  Commander. 

Y.  E.  Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook Martin Dep'y  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson Columbus Grand  Geneialissmo. 

E.  Sir  William  French Vicksburg..., Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir.  R.  S.  WooiywAHD^Natckez Grand  Prelate.. 

E.  SirF.  E.  Whitfield Corinth Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln Columbus Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  N.  S.  WALKf:R Port  ^/6«on..Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  David  Carr Kosciusko Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade Tchula Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  H.  M.  Romberger Water  Valley, Gmnd  Warder. 

E,  Sir  Jacob  Peebles Natchez Grand  Capt.  of  Guard. 


STAI^DING  COMMITTEES. 

On    Templar  Law— Sirs  J.  S.  Cain,  G.  Y.  Freeman,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 

On  Foreign  Cor respomlence— Sirs  W.  G.  Paxton,  Frank  Burkitt,  T. 
A.  Phillips. 


riie  Twentieth  (irand  Conclave  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Natchez, 
on  Thursday,  the  15th  day  of  April,  1880. 
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The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  and  the  Appendant  Orders,  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  was  held  in  the  Asylum  of  DeMolay  Commandery,  No. 
8,  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  day  of  May, 
A.  D.,  1879,  A.  O.,  761. 

PRESENT  : 

R.*.  E.  •.  Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton Grand  Commander. 

V.-.  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  •.  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook Grand  Generalissmo. 

E.  •.  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  G.  T.  Stainback as  Grand  Prelate. 

E.-.  Sir  Wm.  French Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade  as  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  R.  M.  Young as  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  •.  Sir  J.  L.  Power Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  David  Carr     as  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberger as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  •.  Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln Grand  Warder. 

E.-.  Sir  D.  D.  L.  Quinn Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

Also  present,  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Com- 
manders, and  a  Constitutional  number  of  the  Representatives  of  Sub- 
ordinate Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  12  o'clock,  was  formed  in  due  array, 
and  having  been  declared  duly  opened,  proceeded  in  carriages,  es- 
corted by  DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8,  to  the  Methodist  Church, 
where  the  Devotional  Services,  specially  prepared  for  the  occasion, 
were  observed  in  a  most  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  Rev.  Sir  G. 
T.  Stainback  acting  as  Grand  Prelate,  and  a  special  choir  of  ladies j 
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and  gentlemen  of  Columbus  executing  the  sacred  music  selected  for 
the  service. 

•    The  service  at  the  Church  being  concluded,  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  returned  to  the  Asylum. 

The  R.  •.  E.  •.  Grind  Commander  announced  as  the — 

Committee  on  Credentials—Sim  W.  P.  Towler,  W.   G.  Benbrook.  J.  H. 
Gordon. 

The  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  4:30  o^clock,  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  4:30  o'clock. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received,  and  the  Committee  continued  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   CREDENTIALS. 

To  tJu  R.\  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  respectfully,  report  that  the  following 
Sir  Knights  are  present,  and  entitled  to  seats  as  Representatives  of  the 
83veral  Commanderi&s  named  : 
Miseissippi,  No  1 — 

J.  L.  Power,  Eminent  Commander. 
Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

Wm.  French,  Eminent  Commander. 
Lexington,  No,  3 — 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  Eminent  Commander.  ^ 

Holly  Springs f  No,  4 — (Not  Represented.) 
Rosalie,  No.  5 — 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander,  General- 
issimo and  Captain  General. 
St,  Cyr,  No,  6— 

H.  M.  R0MBER6ER,  Eminent  Commander. 
Winona,  No,  7 — 

Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Eminent  Commander. 

C.  H.  Campbell,  proxy  for  Generalisimo  and  Captain  General. 
DeMolay,  No,  8— 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  Eminent  Commander. 

J.  E.  Leigh,  Generalissimo. 

H.  C.  Long,  proxy  for  Gaptain  General. 
Ivanhoe,  No.  10 — 

E.  M.  Walkeb,  Eminent  Commander. 

Frank  Burkitt,  Captain  General. 
Kosciusko  No.  11 — 

David  Carr,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander,  Generalissimo 
and  Captain  General. 
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Canton,  No,  12 — 

Thos.  a.  Phillips,  proxy  for  Eminent  Commander,  Generalis- 
simo and  Captain  General. 
C<Kur  de  Lion  Commandei'y,  No,  13 — 

J.  H.  Gordon,  Eminent  Commander. 
Mary  No,  14 — 

F.  £.  Whitfield,  Eminent  Commander. 

R.  M.  Young,  Captain  General. 
Grenada,  No.  15— 

W.  P.  TowLER,  Eminent  Commander. 

Also,  as  visitors,  the  resident  Sir  Knights  of  DeMolay  Commandery,  No. 
S,  and  the  following  members  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10:  R.  B. 
Brannin,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  P.  E.  c.,'lW.  M.  Buchanan,  C.  C.  Ross,  John 
McCurley,  W.  B.  Barker.  Also,  Sir  C.  A.  Cox,  of  Louisville  Command- 
ery,  No.  1,  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  roster  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand  OflBcers,  and  Past  Eminent  Com- 
manders, in  attendance,  will  be  prepared  for  the  record  by  the  Grand  Re- 
corder. Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  P.  TOWLER,         I 

W.  G.  BENBROOK,    I  Committee. 

J.  H.  GORDON,  j 

The  R.-.  £.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees for  this  Grand  Conclave,  and  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  several  stations,  as  follows  - 

Rev.  Sir  G.  T.  Stainback,  in  place  of  Rev.  Sir  J.  B.  Linn,  Grand 
Prelate,  absent. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  in  place  of  Sir  J.  J.  Baker,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
absent. 

Sir  R.  M.  Young,  in  place  of  Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Treasurer, 
Absent. 

Sir  David  Carr,  in  place  of  Sir  Gus.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Standard 
Bearer,  absent. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  in  place  of  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Grand  Sword 
Bearer,  absent. 

COMMITTEES. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers — 

Sir  B.  a.  Vaughan,  of  No.  8. 
Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  of  No.  10. 
Sir  F.  E.  Whitfield,  of  No.  14. 

Appeals  and   Grievances — 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  of  No.  7. 
Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  of  No.  G. 
Jas,  T.  Meade,  of  No.  3. 

Finance — 

Sir  Wm.  French,  of  No.  2. 

Sir  Thos.  A.  Phillips,  of  No  12.  r^  i 

Sir  David  Carr,  of  No.  11.  Digitized  by  LjOOQle 
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Unfinished  Business — 

Sir  C.  H.  Campbell,  of  No.  7. 

Sir  J.  E.  Leigh,  of  No.  8. 

Sir  W.  a.  Bodenhamer,  of  No.  10. 

Teniplar   Law — 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  of  No.  10. 
Sir  R.  M.  Young,  of  No.  14. 
Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  of  No.  8. 


ADDRESS  OP  GRAND  COMMANDER. 


The  R,  *.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander  then  read  his  Annual  Address, 
as  follows : 
72?  //le  Grand  Conunandcry  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir  Knights  :  Another  year,  with  its  weight  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
its  successes  and  its  failures,  its  losses  and  its  gains,  is  about  to  be 
numbered  with  the  things  that  were — a  schoolboy's  dream — the  wonder 
of  an  hour.  In  richness  of  mercy,  and  by  the  blessing  of  an  All- 
Wise  Providence,  we  are  permitted  once  more  to  assemble  in  Annual 
Grand  Conclave — Representatives  of  the  several  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies — to  give  an  account  of  our  stewardship.  And  then,  from 
those  reports,  to  determine  what  is  the  present  measure  of  our  pros- 
perity, and  to  plan  and  devise  how  best  we  may  add  to  our  strength, 
and  thereby  exert  an  increased  influence  for  good  upon  the  communi- 
ty in  which  we  live. 

The  duty  is  ours,  Sir  Knights,  and  it  behooves  us  seriously  to  inquire 
whether,  in  our  own  lives,  in  daily  walk  and  conversation,  we  have  so 
lived  and  moved  and  acted  as  to  illustrate  the  tenets  of  our  Order, 
which  has  Christianity  for  its  corner-stone.  Charity  and  Hospitality  for 
its  grand  characteristics. 

Have  we  accepted,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  the  coarse  fare,  rough 
habit,  and  onerous  duties  of  our  ancient  fratres,  and  entered,  as  did 
they,  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  new  life — waging  the 
same  warfare,  extending  the  same  succor  and  aid  to  poor  and  weary 
pilgrims,  the  needy  and  distressed  of  all  classes ;  or  have  we  not  rather 
practiced  hospitality  at  the  expense  of  charity — synonym  of  Love  for 
the  Blessed  Master— and  given  our  thoughts  to  display  in  gay  and  glit- 
tering uniforms  midst  waving  banners  and  blare  of  horn  and  trumpet, 
with  the  added  enjoyment  and  festivity  of  banc^ueting  hall. 

It  would  be  a  great  gratification  to  report  that  the  year  jusjt  passed^ Tp 
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had  been  one  of  prosperity  and  success  to  our  Order  and  our  Stale, 
but  rather  must  the  contrast  be  drawn  in  sorrow  and  in  sadness.  We 
met  at  last  Conclave  under  most  favoring  auspices — hand  grasping 
hand  in  hearty  fellowship,  little  recking  that  we  then  gazed  upon  the 
features  and  heard  the  kindly  tones  of  many  whom  we  loved  for  the 
last  time ;  that  but  a  few  days  Avould  elapse  ere  our  joy  would  be 
changed  into  sadness,  our  mirth  into  mourning.  For  even  then,  the 
Angel  of  Death  hovered  above  us,  gathering  together  his  mighty  hosts, 
as  a  dread  army  encompassing  about  a  beleagured  city— -precursor  of 
a  pestilence  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  our  country,  against  which 
all  human  agencies  of  defence  were  futile,  and  before  which  fell,  in 
such  numbers  and  with  such  rapidity,  strong  men  and  [.  jntle  women, 
tender  youth  and  hoary  age — entering  alike  the  abode  of  the  rich  and 
the  hovel  of  the  poor — that  it  seemed  with  passing  days  as  if  all  must 
die.  But  of  the  horrors  and  almost  despair  of  this  dread  season,  lan- 
guage has  been  all  but  exhausted  in  description.  And  where  so  much 
has  been  said,  it  might  seem  of  doubtful  propriety  to  allude  to  it  here. 
But  out  of  this  distress  came  God-given  charity  and  sympathy  which 
those  of  us  who  experienced  it  can  never  forget  nor  cease  to  appreciate 
while  life  remains  to  us — a  gratitude  which  words  serve  but  feebly  to 
portray. 

As  day  followed  day,  the  direful  reports  went  forth  from  Grenada, 
Holly  Springs,  Canton,  Jackson,  Port  Gibson,  A^icksburg  and  other 
places.  When  steamboats,  railroads  and  other  means  of  communica- 
tion ceased  their  operations  and  were  no  longer  available,  it  almost 
seemed  as  if  we  were  abandoned  by  all  the  world  and  naught  was  left 
us  but  to  die  amidst  the  dying. 

With  something  of  prescience,  on  the  19th  of  August,  I  addressed 
your  Grand  Recorder  : 

Sir  J.  Z.  Powerf  Grand  Recorder,  Jackson^  AJiss.: 

My  Deak  Sir  Knight:  All  appearances  indicate  that  we  are  on  ihv 
verge rf  an  epidemic  with  all  its  horrors..  We  have  many  destitute  in  our 
midst  who  lack  everything.  As  Knights  Templar  we  claim  '*  univeiMil 
benevolence''  as  one  of  our  corner-stones.  No  better  opportunity  could  be 
afforded  for  its  illustrati'^n.  Will  you,  as  Grand  Recorder,  make  call  vi\ 
every  Grand  Commandery  for  relief,  asking  that  responses  shall  speciiy 
whether  the  relief  extended  is  to  be  for  general  or  special  purposes.  It 
your  time  is  occupied,  send  me  a  list  of  Grand  Commanderies.  We  hnve 
here  a  regularly  organized  (perpetual)  Masonic  Relief  Committee,  com- 
posed of  E.-.  C.-.,"H.-.  p.-.  and  W.*.  M.*.  of  the  three  Lodges.  Of  this 
Committee,  I  am  chairman.        Yours  courteously,  etc., 

W.  G.  PAXTON,  Grand  Commander. 

On  same  day  I  wrote  the  Grand  Master  of  Maj^j^^^^by  VjUUqIc 
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M.\  W,\  Chas.  T,  Murphy,  Grand  Master,  Durant,  Mm,: 

M.*.  W.*.  Sir  and  Bro.:  Please  send  me  at  once,  by  telegraph,  author- 
ity lo  call  on  the  fraternity  at  large  for  relief.  We  have  many  destitute 
in  our  midst — brethren  and  others — and  stand  on  the  verge  of  a  yellow 
fever  epidemic  with  all  its  horrors. 

I  am  yours  fraternally,  W.  G.  PAXTOX, 

Grand  Commander,' W.'.  M.*.  Walnut  Hills  Lodge,  No.  291,  and  Chairman 

.    Masonic  Relief  Committee. 

Your  Grand  Recorder  promptly  made  circular  call ;  as  promptly 
came  the  authority  from  the  M.  •.  W.  •.  G.-.  M.-.,  and  of  the  last  I 
availed  myself  through  the  Asssociated  Press  telegrams,  in  an  appeal 
to  all  Masons  wheresoever  dispersed. 

Then  was  illustrated  the  sublime  teachings  of  our  Order,  permeat- 
ing and  controlling  its  branches  from  corner  to  cape-stone ;  for  scarcely 
had  the  winged  lightning  made  known  our  distress  and  needs  when 
the  responses  came,  full,  free  and  unstinted,  embracing  every  nation 
and  every  country,  from  the  rivers  unto  the  sea,  and  even  the  islands 
of  the  sea,  contributions  of  money,  of  medicines,  of  supplies  of  every 
kind.  Then  came,  too,  brave,  tender  hearts,  fully  appreciative  of  the 
dangers,  but  ready  to  do  and  die,  unable  to  remain  quiet  amidst  the 
wails  of  woe  and  distress,  and  ready,  living  or  dying,  to  illustrate  the 
Divine  commendation:  *'  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this:  that 
he  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends." 

And  with  this  material  aid  there  came  also  such  words  of  loving, 
tender  sympathy  as  caused  the  tears  of  gratitude  to  flow  and  made 
us  to  feel  that,  though  sore  distressed,  we  were  not  forgotten. 

Heretofore  we  may  have  been  tempted  to  feel  that  the  world's  re- 
proach had  something  of  truth :  that  Masonry,  in  theory,  a  grand, 
even  sublime,  system  of  morals,  was,  in  practice,  a  mere  social  insti- 
tution, within  whose  walls  we  were  accustomed,  at  stated  seasons,  to 
assemble  for  social  enjoyment,  to  eat,  drink  and  be  merry,  taking  no 
thought  of  the  morrow  for  ourselves,  caring  naught  for  the  distress  that 
might  exist  beyond  our  narrow  borders.  But  now  the  plague-stricken  dis- 
trict, and  through  it,  the  world,  knows  better;  knows  that  the  ties  that 
unite  us  areas  **  four-fold  chords" — not  easily  broken ;  learning  through 
saddest  experience,  that  by  brother's  aid,  the  last  moments  of  many  a 
brother  were  soothed  and  alleviated,  and  dying,  his  bones  were  rescued 
from  the  Potter's  Field  to  rest  in  more  hallowed  ground;  and  that  the 
widow  and  the  orphan,  dearer  to  him  than  life,  had  been,  as  they 
would  be,  cared  for  and  protected. 

We  had  long  heard  of  the  bloody  chasm — impassable  abyss — sepa- 
rating the  two  sections  of  a  common  country,  but  it  was  resened  for^jTp 
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the  Epidemic  of  '78  to  leach  us  that  we  were,  as  ever,  one  country 
and  one  people;  that  blood  was  thicker  than  water,  and  that  all  man- 
kind are  akin.  So  when  the  appeal  went  forth,  the  response  was  as 
full  and  free  as  the  need  was  urgent.  Rich  Lodges,  Chapters,  Com- 
manderies,  vied  one  with  the  other,  and  smaller,  poorer  organi;iations 
added  together  their  mites  that  the  aggregates  might  be  larger.  And 
this  not  for  Masons  or  Templars  only,  bnt  for  all^  without  regard  to 
sect  or  creed,  race  or  color;  the  unvarying  direction  being,  '*  use  ac- 
cording to  your  best  judgment,  and  when  this  is  exhausted  we  will  send 
more."  What  words  sufficient  to  show  the  gratitude  we  cherish  for 
the  noble,  kindly  sympathy  that  so  succored  and  relieved  us?  From 
melting  hearts  there  go  up  continually  to  the  Great  Giver  of  all  good, 
fervent  prayers  "that  Heaven  may  shower  richest  blessings  on  their 
heads;'  **  that  peace  and  prosperity  may  ever  abide  upon  their  roof- 
trees,"  and  that  the  bread  cast  upon  the  waters  may,  as  it  surely 
will,  be  returned  to  them  a  thousand-fold." 

Amidst  all  the  labor,  excitement,  and  mental  and  physical  tension, 
coupled  with  stoppage  of  mail  and  transportation  lines,  during  this 
season,  it  was  often  impossible  to  make  such  responses  as  were  fitting. 
Hence,  too,  ma  ny  remittances  coming  to  us  as  the  aggregated  con- 
tributions of  distinct  organizations,  it  has  been  found  difficult,  even 
impracticable,  to  ascertain  the  total  Templar  contributions.  Effort  has 
been  made  to  send  formal  acknowledgment  for  each  and  every  remit- 
tance, and  your  Grand  Recorder  will  doubtless  include  in  his  report  a 
detailed  statement,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments. 

Passing  through  so  terrible  an  ordeal  we  mourn  the  loss  and  are 
called  upon  to  render  proper  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  very  large 
number  of  our  fraters.  A  list  which  embraces  three  Past  Grand 
Commanders — including  him  who  first  did  honor  to  the  position,  and 
also  that  one  who  was  my  immediate  predecessor — in  rank  the  oldest 
and  the  youngest.  Two  Past  Grand  Captains  General ;  one  each  of 
Past  Grand  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens;  one  Past  Grand  Sword 
Bearer;  and  a  long,  long  list  of  Sir  Knights,  subordinate  in  position, 
but  none  the  less  in  life  the  recipients  of  our  love  and  esteem. 

Sir  Christopher  A.  Manlove,  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar,  1857  ;  died  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  December  29,  1878.  A 
native  of  tKe  State  of  Virginia,  he  removed  in  early  manhood  to  Mis- 
sissippi, engaging  in  business  and  accumulating  a  competency.  This 
the  war  swept  away,  and  at  its  close  found  him  with  no  capital,  save 
a  well  earned  reputation  for  integrity,  a  trained  i^[p<^p^e^^^v!??PA?)§^t: 
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ing  anew  to  fight  the  battle  of  life.  Until  overcome  by  the  infirmities 
of  years  and  disease,  he  was  ever  active  and  zealous  in  the  cause  of 
Masonry.  Prominent  in  all  the  bodies  in  which  he  held  membership, 
he  was  always  most  prominent  in  good  works.  A  charter  member 
and  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Magnolia  No.  2,  he  participated  in 
the  organization  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  1857,  and  was  elected 
its  first  Grand  Commander.  Filling  that  high  position  with  credit  to 
himself  and  honor  to  the  Order — 

"  Life's  fitful  fever  over,  he  sleeps  well." 

Sir  Edward  Lea,  Grand  Commander,  1867  ;  died  in  Texas,  1878. 
Of  this  frater's  life,  I  know  but  little,  save  that  he  was  recognized  as  a 
zealous  Sir  Knight;  ever  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  Order — ever  de- 
sirous of  promoting  its  prosperity.     May  he  rest  in  peace. 

Sir  William  A.  Fairchild,  Grand  Commander,  1877-78.  Born 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  July  14,  1838;  died  in  the  city  of  A^icks- 
burg,  September  20,  1878.  Made  a  M.*.  M.-.  &  R.*.  A.-.  M.-.  in 
Army  Lodge  and  Chapter,  he  was  the  first  to  receive  the  honors  of 
Knighthood  in  Magnolia  Commandery  No.  2,  at  its  re-organization  in 
1865.  ^^^  during  the  passing  years  filled  and  honored  the  positions 
of  Worshipful  Master,  High  Priest,  Thrice  Illustrious  Master,  and  Emi- 
inent  Commander  in  the  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Commandery, 
in  which  he  held  membership. 

Of  him  another  has  said:  '*In  all  the  walks  of  life  he  was  emi- 
nently a  useful  man.  Open-hearted  and  generous  to  a  fault,  the  poor 
found  in  him  a  sympathetic  friend  who  denied  no  worthy  applicant. 
No  labor  was  too  great,  nor  burden  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear  in  the 
cause  of  humanity."  And  so  when  the  pestilence  came,  there  was  no 
faltering,  or  desire  to  escape,  as  he  might  readily  have  done ;  but  as  a 
Director  of  the  Howard  Association  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Masonic  Relief  Committee,  he  was  as  ever  ready  to  expend  his 
entire  energy,  rounding  up  the  record  of  his  life  in  the  cause  of  suffer- 
ng  humanity — 

"  Faithful  unto  death,  he  has  gained  a  crown  of  life  " 
And  we,  his  surviving  associates,  realize  that  the  memory  of  him 
who  falls  in  a  just  and  virtuous  cause,  shall  be  forever  blessed,  and, 
like  the  bay  tree,  shall  flourish  in  immortal  green. 

Sir  Harvey  W.  Walter,  Past  Grand  Captain-Generalj  1858.  Born 
in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  May  21,  1S19.  Toattempta  record  of  this 
frater's  life,  would  be  but  to  give  a  history  of  Masonry  in  Mississippi, 
for  the   past  nearly  forty  years,  for  in  this  Order,  as  Jl^j^^^d^b^^^'^lyMg 
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his  life,  he  was  distinguished  over  his  fellows.  He  had  presided  over 
all  the  Subordidate  Bodies,  and  had  served  with  marked  distinction  as 
M.-.  .W.-.  G.-.  M.-.  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  1844;  M.-.  E.-.  G.-.  H.-. 
P.\  Grand  Chapter,  1876  and  '77;  M.-.  P.-.  G.\  M.-.  Grand  Coun- 
cil, 1874  and  '75.  A  hero  of  the  epidemic  of  1878,  none  has  left  a 
brighter,  purer  record.  And  of  him  it  has  been  well  and  truly  said, 
even  as  he  himself  said  of  another  : 

**His  loss  would  have  been  irreparable,  had  he  not  bequeathed  to  us 
an  invaluable  legacy  in  the  example  of  virtue  and  piety  which  his  life 
so  eminently  exhibited.  I  may  say  with  truth  that  his  knowledge  of 
Masonry  was  such  as  to  make  him  the  brightest  ornament  of  our  Or- 
der, while  his  devoted  attachment  to  its  tenets  and  his  daily  practice  of 
its  precepts,  had  rendered  him  one  of  its  most  exemplary  members. 
As  a  man  and  as  a  Mason,  he  ever  squared  his  actions  by  the  teachings 
of  Divine  Revelation,  and  ever  consulted  the  great  Masonic  Trestle 
Board  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-man." 

Sir  Avery  P.  Saunders,  Grand  Captain  General,  1858.  Died  in 
Grenada,  Miss.,  Sept.  19,  1878.  A  prophet  is  not  without  honor  a'en 
in  his  own  country.  And  in  making  up  our  estimates  of  the  charac- 
ters both  of  the  dead  and  the  living,  we  justly  seek  our  information  from 
those  with  whom  their  lives  were  passed.  Hear  what  one  says  who 
knew  and  loved  this  frater,  and  at  whose  feet  he  sat,  as  Paul  at  those 
of  Gamaliel,  gaining  wisdom  from  rich  and  varied  stores : 

**  He  was  a  Mason,  zealous  and  enlightened  above  his  fellows.  In 
daily  pursuit,  in  social  and  mental  habit,  a  plain,  blunt  man — unas- 
suming and  unostentatious.  In  Masonic  lore,  whether  of  laws  and 
rules,  or  secret  work,  an  accomplished  scholar.  By  his  hands  were 
many  of  our  brothers  buried,  and  who  knows  but  during  his  sad  and 
lonely  mission  to  the  burial  ground,  in  the  heart  of  that  devoted  old 
Mason  and  Past  Master,  were  softly  murmured  the  funeral  services  of 
the  Order  which  to  him  were  so  familiar.  Who  can  tell  but  in  the 
city  of  the  dead,  with  its  many  new  made  graves,  and  the  air  around 
laden  with  the  poison  of  death,  these  mournful  words  were  spoken  at 
each  Mason's  grave  when  the  clod  fell  upon  the  coffin  lid,  **  earth  to 
earth,  ashes  to  ashes,  dust  to  dust,  and  the  spirit  to  the  God  who  gave 
it." 

To  us  there  is  only  a  memory,  but  to  him,  having  borne  the  cross, 
there  is  given  a  crown  of  eternal  life. 

Sir  Ansel  H.  Kendrick,  Grand  Senior  Warden  1866,  died  in 
Natchez,  Miss.,  September  loth,  1878. 
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Sir  E.  W.  Upshaw,  Grand  Junior  Warden  1870,  died  in  Holly 
Springs,  August  13th,  1878. 

Sir  W.  A.  McMiLLiON,  Grand  Standard  Bearer  1859,  died  in  Gren- 
ada, Miss.,  August  nth,  1878. 

Of  details  of  the  Masonic  lives  of  these  Fraters  I  know  little.  Liv 
ing,  they  were  recognized  as  worthy,  zealous  members  of  our  Order. 
And  to  two  of  them.  Sirs  Upshaw  and  McMillion,  it  was  given  to 
die  upon  the  field  of  duty.     Believing  that 

Whether  on  the  scaffold  high, 
Or  in  the  battle's  van, 
The  fittest  place  for  man  to  die, 
Is  when  he  dies  for  man ! 

And  to  those,  thus  specially  mentioned,  must  be  added  the  long, 
long  list  of  others  fallen. 

In  the  Order,  their's  the  private  station,  but  in  the  time  of  trouble  and 
disaster  their's  the  post  of  duty  and  of  danger.  They  realized  the 
weight  and  responsibility  of  their  Templar  vows.  They  gave  their  lives 
at  duty's  call.  And  we  may  well  believe  have  received  the  plaudit 
**well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy 
Lord." 

*'Thus,  Sir  Knights,  day  by  day,  as  journeying  along  the  rough  and 
rugged  paths  of  life,  we  pitch  our  tents  and  set  up  the  altar  of  the  Most 
High  we  find  the  company  with  which  we  set  out  growing  smaller,  and  new 
and  strange  faces  come  in  their  places,  but  as  we  draw  nigh  to  the  brink 
of  the  river,  we  shall  behold  upon  the  other  shore  the  dear  friends  for 
whom  we  grieve,  beckoning  us  to  cross  over  and  join  them  in  the 
eternal  spring-time  of  the  life  beyond  the  grave." 

DEVOTIONAL   EXERCISES. 

At  your  last  Conclave  a  resolution  was  adopted,  directing  the  prepar- 
ation of  **Devotional  Exercises,"  and  providing  that  at  the  opening  of 
each  Grand  Conclave,  the  Grand  Commandery  should  attend,  in  a 
body,  some  place  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  there 
offer  up  to  the  Throne  erf"  Divine  Grace  its  prayers  and  supplications  in 
accordance  with  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Order. 

The  special  committee  appointed  has  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  at  this  Conclave  it  will  be  your  privilege,  publicly,  to 
exemplify  the  faith  we  profess.  However  lax  we  may  have  been  in 
the  past  let  us  improve  the  present  and  never  allow  a  practice  thus  estab- 
lished to  be  discontinued — using  this  Ritual  not  only  in  Grand  Con- 
clave but  in  every    assembly   of    our    subordinates;   and  be  thereb 
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enabled  to  show  to  the  world,  not  only  in  public  ceremonials,  but  in  our 
daily  walk  and  conversation,  that  our  faith  is  well  founded;  that  in  fact 
and  truth,  as  we  profess,  so  are  we  faithful  followers  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  and  Master. 

DOINGS. 

Holding,  at  time  of  my  elevation  to  the  office  of  Grand  Commander, 
the  position  of  Eminent  Commander  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2, 
my  first  official  act,  in  obedience  to  section  28,  paragraphs  i  and  2,  Code 
and  Statutes  Grand  Encampment,  was  to  transfer  the  latter  command 
to  E.  •.  Sir  William  French  as  Generalissimo  Commanding.  A  duty 
which  was  cheerfully  assumed  and  performed  with  the  zeal  and  fidelity 
which  has  ever  characterized  that  Eminent  Frater. 

Action  on  resolution  of  Sir  Towler,  making  change  in  the  mode 
and  manner  of  determining  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  several  sub- 
ordinates having  been  deferred  to  this  Grand  Conclave,  on  the  21st  of 
May,  I  appointed  as  the  necessary  committee :  Sirs  F.  Speed,  of  Mag- 
nolia, No.  2,  Oliver  Clifton,  Mississippi,  No.  i,  and  N.  S.  Walker, 
CcEur  DeLion,  No.  13,  whose  formal  report  will  doubtless  be  present- 
ed. The  questions  involved  are  of  vital  interest  to  the  Order,  and  it 
behooves  us  to  give  them  our  careful  and  conscientious  consideration. 

decisions. 

In  a  jurisdiction  comprising  in  its  membership  so  many  zealous,  well 
read  and  intelligent  Fraters,  questions  of  law  are  very  infrequent,  and 
but  one  application  for  a  decision  has  been  made.  This  from  Sir  E. 
M.  Walker,  of  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  and  in  form  of  a  request  for  per- 
mission for  his  command  to  appear  in  public  as  escort  to  the  M.  *.  W.  *. 
G.  •.  Lodge  of  Mississippi  on  occasion  of  Grand  I^odge  of  Sorrow,  held 
in  Okolona,  on  January  15th.  To  this,  I  replied  that  *'a  dis- 
pensation was  not  necessary;  that  it  was  the  privilege  of  Commande- 
ries,  at  any  time,  to  appear  in  public  on  funeral  occasions,  and  that  the 
occasion,  ir  question,  was  in  every  and  all  respects  of  this  character. 
As  in  the  list  of  those  whom  it  was  proposed  to  commemorate  appeared 
the  name  of  every  Knight  Templar  who  had  fallen  during  the  year; 
and  over  whom  in  consequence  of  the  exigencies  of  the  * 'pestilence 
season"  the  burial  ceremonies  of  the  Order  had  not  been  performed." 

installations. 

On  22d  of  May  last  I  issued  my  proxy  to  R.  *.  E.  *.  Sir  G.  W.  Cox, 
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P.  G.  C,  authorizing  him  to  act  as  my  special  deputy  and  install  Sir 
D.  D.  L.  QuiNN  of  DeMoIay,  No.  8,  as  Grand  Sentinel  of  the  Grand 
Commandery.  And  on  same  date  a  like  authority  to  R.*.  E.*.  Fleet 
C.  Mercer,  P.  G.  C.,  to  install  Sir  J.  J.  Baker,  of  I^xington,  No.  3, 
as  Grand  Senior  Warden,  neither  of  the  Sir  Knights  elect  having  been 
present  at  the  close  of  the  Grand  Conclave,  and  from  both  of  the  R.  *. 
E. ".  Sirs,  Deputy,  I  have  report  that  the  duty  assigned  them  had  been 
performed. 

On  St.  John's  day,  last,  it  was  at  once  my  pleasure  and  my  privilege 
to  install  the  officers  elect  of  Magnolia,  No.  2. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

On  the  loth  of  February  I  issued  my  dispensation  to  Mary,  No.  14, 
at  Corinth,  authorizing  the  election  and  installation  of  officers  at  a 
special  Conclave,  to  be  called  for  the  purpose. 

On  March  8th,  a  like  authority  to  Lexington,  No.  3. 

On  March  loth,  a  dispensation  to  Mississippi,  No.  i,  to  receive  and 
ballot  on  the  applications  of  four  candidates  and  confer  the  orders — 
dispensing  with  the  usual  delays. 

And  on  April  28  to  Magnolia,  No.  2,  to  receive,  ballot  for  and 
confer  orders  upon  one  candidate. 

Reasons  which  in  my  judgment  were  good  and  sufficient  accom- 
panied each  application.  And  in  every  instance  I  .specially  directed 
that  all  members  usually  in  attendance,  as  well  as  all  others  who  could 
practicably  be  reached,  should  have  notice,  both  of  time  and  purpose 
for  which  Conclaves  were  called. 

Our  regulations,  based  upon  the  experience  of  years,  should  be 
rigidly  observed,  and  the  Dispensing  power  most  carefully  exercised, 
but  if  ever  allowable  our  experiences  of  the  past  season  would  seem  to 
justify  all  reasonable  latitude. 

VISITATIONS. 

Circumstances  beyond  my  control  have  limited  my  intercourse  with 
the  Order  at  large.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  be  present  at  all  the 
Conclaves  of  Magnolia,  No.  2,  and  on  the  evening  of  January  13th 
I  had  the  honor  of  being  officially  received  by  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  sta- 
tioned at  Okolona,  and  during  the  evening  witnessed  the  conferring  of 
the  Orders  and  participated  in  the  banquet,  and  now  bear  ready  and 
willing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  the  Sir  Knights  present 
on  both  occasions.     The  Orders  were  well  conferred,  and  so  thorough 
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the  discipline  of  this  Commandery  that  not  even  an  incipient  confla- 
gration in  an-adjacent  chamber  sufficed  to  create  confusion,  to  disturb 
or  mar  the  ceremonies.  Without  a  superior,  Ivanhoe  No.  10  furnishes 
bright  example  *'of  one  whose  well  earned  fame  hath  spread  both  far 
and  near  for  acts  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence." 

INVITATION. 

On  2 1  St  December,  I  was  the  recipient,  at  hands  of  the  Committee, 
of  most  courteous  invitation  to  be  present  at  installation  of  officers  of 
St.  Cyr,  No  6,  stationed  at  Water  Valley.  This  Commandery  had  suf- 
fered greatly  from  the  epidemic,  and  the  invitation  evidenced  that  they 
were  alive.  An  official  visit  would  have  been  very  pleasant  to  myself, 
and  possibly  of  benefit  to  the  Commandery,  but  fate  was  adverse  and 
the  invitation  was  declined  with  regret. 

GRAND  RKPKESENTATIVES. 

June  8th,  at  request  of  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  W.  D.  Anthony,  Grand  Com- 
mander, I  appointed  Eminent  Sir  David  C.  Collier,  of  Central,  as 
the  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand  Commandery  near  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Colorado,  with  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Generalis- 
simo. 

On  the  same  date  I  recommended  Eminent  Sir  F.  Speed,  of  Vicks- 
burg,  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado, 
near  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

On  3lst  January,  at  request  of  R.*.  E.  •.  Sir  Frank  Neelv,  Grand 
Commander,  I  recommended  Eminent  Sir  William  French,  of 
Vicksburg,  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  of  Iowa. 

And  same  date,  at  request  of  R.-.  E.  *.  Sir  J.  H.  Drummond,  Grand 
Commander,  I  recommended  Eminent  Sir  Frank  Burkiit,  of  Oko- 
lona,  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine. 

And  on  27th  February  I  recommended  Eminent  Sir  Robert  B. 
Brannin,  of  Aberdeen,  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

Each  of  the  Eminent  Fraters  named  has  received  his  credentials  and 
will  doubtless  present  himself  for  fitting  reception.    ' 

ritual. 

Sundry  questions  relating  to  this  subject  will  be  brought  tD  your 
careful  consideration.  Taken  as  a  whole  we  may  claim  uniformity  in 
our  work;  but  in  some  smaller  respects   there  would  seem  to  be  room 
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for  improvement.  Different  Subordinates  vary  in  their  rendering  of 
the  **Opening  CeremoniaF'  as  well  as  in  some  portions  of  **the  Offices 
of  the  Prelate."  Your  Standing  Committee  on  Work  should  be  able 
to  harmonize  all  discrepancies. 

COMPLAINTS. 

It  is  a  source  of  no  little  gratification  that  during  the  past  year  but 
one  complaint  has  been  made — that  one  informally — but  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  induce  me  to  study  up  the  Regulations  applicable,  only  to  find 
that  the  Commandery  charged,  though  deviating  from  our  usual  prac- 
tice, had  acted  in  strict  conformity  with  Code  and  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment. 

FINANCES. 

ITie  reports  of  the  Eminent  Grand  Treasurer  and  Recorder  will" be 
submitted  to  you,  and  will  give  detailed  information  on  this  vital  sub- 
ject as  well  as  on  the  work  of  the  Subordinates  during  the  year. 
Should  these  returns  indicate  that  there  has  been  a  loss  in  membership 
during  the  year  it  should  not  surprise  us.  We  have  shared  in  the 
financial  depression  which  has  pervaded  the  whole  country,  and  have 
had  added  thereto  the  low  price  of  our  special  staple,  from  which, 
directly  or  indirectly,  every  class  and  condition  of  our  people  derive 
their  support,  the  ravages  of  the  fever  and  other  local  causes  not  neces- 
sary to  be  mentioned.  We  appreciate  the  situation — can  we  provide 
the  remedy  ?  It  is  claimed  by  many  that  the  fees  charged  for  the 
Orders  are  too  high,  driving  material,  naturally  and  properly  ours, 
into  other  associations.  Also  that  the  distrust,  almost  universal  in  this 
section,  as  to  the  character  and  responsibility  of  the  (so-called)  regular 
life  insurance  companies,  coupled  with  that  desire  which  animates 
every  true  man  to  make  proper  provision  for  his  loved  ones  when  he 
shall  be  taken  away,  is  a  powerful  lever  in  building  up  associations 
which  have  availed  themselves  of  and  added  the  popular  feature  of 
Co-operative  Life  Insurance,  giving  to  their  membership  living  the 
social,  charitable  and  other  features  of  their  organizations,  and  dying, 
the  assurance  that  at  least  some  provision  has  been  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  those  he  leaves  behind.  I  submit  the  whole  subject  for  your 
consideration.  ^ 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  relations  with  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  several  Jurisdic- 
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tions  with  which  we  are  in  correspondence  continues  of  the  most  cor- 
dial and  knightly  character.  For  detailed  information  I  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  proper  Committee — a  report  always  interesting,  replete 
with  information,  and  worthy  of  perusal. 

Personal  correspondence  to  which  reference  has  been  made  is  here- 
with submitted. 

rOXCLUSION. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights,  I  return  to  your  hands  the  emblem  of  au- 
thority with  which  your  partiality  invested  me,  and  in  so  doing  tender 
to  the  Sir  Knights  of  the  Jurisdiction,  one  and  all,  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  courtesy  and  attention  which  has  been  invariably  extended  to 
me.  May  it  be  the  lot  of  him  whom  you  shall  choose  as  my  successor, 
to  preside  over  your  organization  during  a  more  joyous  and  prosperous 
season,  and  may  as  many  true  and  devoted  friends  uphold  and  sustain 
him  in  his  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  Order;  and  may  **the 
Almighty  who  is  ever  a  strong  tower  to  those  who  put  their  trust  in 
Him,  be  now  and  evermore,  your  protection  and  support." 

Courteously  submitted, 

W.   G.   P.AXTON, 

Grand  Commander. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  French,  the  Address  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account. 
which,  being  read,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

REPORT  OP  GRAND  RECORDER. 
To  the  R.'.  E,'.  Grand  Commandery  cf  Mishisslppi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Account  Current. 

The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave,  are  as  follows : 

Mississippi  (^ommandcry..No.    1 — Dues  of  1877..-. $  10  2") 

Magnoliti  Commandery.. ..No.    2 — Dues  of  1H77 ^0  ('D 

Ivexington  Commandery.. No.    8 — Dues  of  1H77 8G  GO 

Holly  Springs No.    4— Dues  of  1877 83  Oi» 

Rosalie  (.'ommandery No.    T) — Dues  of  1.S77 70  0!) 

St.  CyrCommandery No.    (>— Dues  of  1877 40  00 

Winona  Commandery No.    7 — Dues  of  1877 50  OD 

DeMolay  Commandery... .No.    S — Dues  of  1877 ^2  0) 

IvanhoeCommanderv No.  10 — Dues  of  1S77 70  0) 

Kosciu.sko  CommanJery...No.  11 — Dues  of  1877 27  00 

Canton  Commandery ..!... No.  12— Dues  of  1877 10  0) 

Gourde  Lion  Com'ndery.No.  13— Dues  of  1877 18  00 

Grenada  Commanderv No.  14 — Dues  of  1877 oO  00 


Total. 
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For  which  amount  the  receipt  of  Grand  Treasurer  is  herewith  filed. 

Commanderies  are  in  arrears  to  the   Grand  Commandery,  for  dues, 

as  follows : 

Mississippi  No.  1.  Balance  on  1877 $  12  65 

Lexington,  No.  3,  Dues  1875 55  00 

Hollv  Springs,  No.  4,  Dues  187G 31  00 

Canton,  No.  12,  Dues  1876 26  00 

Kosciusko,  No.  11,  Balance  on  1877 10  00 

Mary,  No.  14,  Dues  1877 30  00 

Total %    164  55 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Commandery  may  be  stated 
thus:  Balance  in  Treasury,  $io  46;  due  Grand  Recorder,  salary  1877 
and  1878,  $200  00. 

The  Returns  of  all  the  Commanderies  have  been  received,  from 
which  the  following  data  is  submitted  : 


Commandery. 

No. 

|i 

3* 

% 

ft 

:    c 

X 

1. 

^  1 

1  i 

• 

3 

B 

»5' 

Dues. 

Mi«s>issiDDi 

3 

4 

,     5 

C 

•     7 

1     « 
10 

12 

13 
14 
15 

1 
3 

1 

....1 

3 

9.*^  1 

30  00 

Magnolia 

Lexington 

Holly  Springs 

Rosalie 

1 

... 

5  1  69  1 

1  1  35 

6  30  1 

2  54 
4     9n 

86  00 

35  00 

5 
3 
3 
2 
4 
4 

1 ! 

1 

57  00 

1 

2 

5 

70  00 

St    Cvr 

^1 

44  00 

Winona 

V7  1 

37  00 

DeMolay 

Ivanhoe 

1 

1 

31  . 

37 

3:^ 

18 
18 
24 
21 

51  00 

2 

"l 

5S  00 

K(>sciusko...- 

•      ! 

34  00 

Canton 

1 
1 

"3" 

1«  00 

Cour  deLion 

1 

1 

18  00 

Marv 



1 
2 

24  00 

Orenada 

1 

; 1 

16  00 

J6 

5 

1 

3 

11 

27 

446 

583  00 

One  sad  feature  of  this  table  is  the  unusual  number  of  Sir  Knights 
who  have  laid  aside  their  armour  since  our  last  Grand  Conclave.  The 
death  roll  numbers  27,  including  six  Past  Grand  Officers.  The  aver- 
age for  the  previous  seven  years  was  7.  Of  the  27  who  died  in  1878, 
2 1  were  victims  of  the  yellow  fever  scourge.  Some  of  them  rendered 
their  names  immortal  in  their  heroic  labors  for  their  suffering  fellow- 
citizens  ;  all  of  them  died  at  their  posts,   in   the  discharge  of  duty. 
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The  terrible  calamity  of  last  fall  put  our  chivalric  Order  to  a  severe 
test;  and  although  our  ranks  are  thinned,  Knighthood  has  been  ren- 
dered more  illustrious  by  the  unfaltering  devotion  of  those  who  car- 
ried its  banners  in  the  pestilential  carnage  of  1878.  Of  them  it  may 
well  be  said : 

They  need  no  tears  who  lived  a  noble  life, 
We  will  not  weep  for  them  who  died  bo  well, 
But  we  will  gather  'round  the  hearth  and  tell 
The  story  of  their  strife. 

8uch  homage  suits  them  well; 

Better  than  funeral  pomp  or  passing  bell. 

THE  EPIDEMIC    AND    RELIEF. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  I  forwarded  a  circular  appeal  to  the  several  Grand 
Commanderies  for  assistance.  The  yellow  fever  was  upon  us,  and 
there  was  no  funds,  public  or  local,  available  for  the  emergency.  In 
response  to  this  appeal,  and  to  a  telegraphic  appeal  sent  as  Grand  Sec- 
retary of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  received  from  Knights  Templars,  in 
fifteen  [Jurisdictions,  an  aggregate  of  $6,296  28,  to  which  might  be 
added  the  proportion  of  funds  contributed  by  individual  Templars  to 
Masonic  Relief  Committees,  who  forwarded  me  funds  during  the  epi- 
demic. The  Grand  Commander's  Relief  Statement  shows  a  total  of 
^517  30,  forwarded  to  him  at  Vicksburg  by  Knights  Templar.  The 
funds  received  were  placed  in  the  General  Relief  Fund,  and  distribu- 
ted as  the  necessities  of  the  several  afflicted  localities  during  and  since 
the  epidemic  seemed  to  require.  Prompt  acknowledgment  was  made 
in  every  instance,  and  within  a  few  weeks  a  detailed  report  of  the  en- 
tire relief  work  through  me,  will  be  forwarded  to  all  the  generous  con- 
tributors. The  flow  of  generosity  was  only  checked  by  repeated  as- 
surances that  our  pressing  needs  had  been  abundantly  supplied. 

The   total  amount  received   by  me  from   Masonic  sources, 

amounts  to $48,1(51  84 

As  Grand  Treasurer  of  Odd  Fellows 10,200  66 

From  Miscellaneous  Sources 12,746  24 

Total $    77,108  74 

All  which  constituted  one  general  relief  fund.  Inasmuch  as  the 
Grand  Lodge,  at  my  request,  has  appointed  a  committee  to  pass  upon 
my  work,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  more  than  this  general  statement.  The  labor  incident  to 
the  distribution  of  such  a  large  amount  of  money,  was  arduous,  but  I 
can  say  emphatically  that  it  was  a  labor  of  love.     ^-^^^^^^^  by  VjOOqIc 
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I  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  draft  a  fitting 
expression  of  our  gratitude  to  our  generous  fratres  for  the  abundant  aid 
sent  to  us  in  our  time  of  need. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER, 
Grand  Recorder. 

RELIEF    RECEIPTS   PROM  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 


ALABAMA. 

Sept.    G.     Eufaula  Commandery,  No.  9 ??  20  00 

Sept.    6.     Cyre  Commandery,  No.  JO 23  00 

Sept.    G.     Montgomery  Commandery,  No.  4 21  00 

Sept.  1.3.     Tuskegee  Commandery,  No.  11 7  00 

Sept.  20.     Mobile  Commandery,  'No.  2 20  00 

Sept.  20.    Selma  Commandery,  No.  5 20  50 

Sept.  30.    Sir  Bernard  Jacob,  Selma  Commandery,  No.  o 15  00 

Total $  132  50 

CONNECTICUT. 

Sept.  12.     Per  John  W.  Stedman,  Grand  Recorder,  Norwich  : 

Sept.  12.      f  Palestine  Commandery,  New  London 53  00 

Sept.  12.      <  Hamilton  Commanderv,  No.  5,  Bridgeport 25  00 

Sept.  12.      (  Clark  Commandery,  No.  7,  Waterbury 100  00- 

Sept.  IG.     Columbian  Commandery,  No.  14,  Norwich 150  00 

Sept.  16.     Columbian  Commanderr,  No.  14,  Norwich. 10  00 

Sept.  29.     Clinton  Commaijdery,  No.  3,  p?r  Grand  R?corder 21  00 

Oct.    28.     New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  per  Grand  Recorder.  25  00 

Total $  384  00 

I  ()  \V  A  . 

Aug.  30.    Malta  Commandery,  No.  31,  Ottumwa 25  00 

Sept.    4.     St.  Bernard  Commandery,  No.  14,  B?lle  Plains 50  00 

Sept.    4.     Oscalon  Commandery,  No.  25,  pn.j)ortion  of  funds 
through  Masonic  Relief  Committee,  (^100  00,) 

say , 25  00 

Sept.    4.     Appolo  Commandery,  No.  2G.  Cedjir  Rapids 50  00 

Sept.    6.     Bruce  Commanderyi  No.  34,  Red  Oak 50  00 

Sept.  10.     Excalibur  Commandery,  No.  13,  Boone 35  OJ 

Sept.  10.     Comraanderies:  No.  9,  Davenport;  Nazareth,  U.  D., 
3Ianchester;    No.    12,   Decorah;   per  Comp.   Lang- 
ridge 58  00 

Sept.  13.     Commandery,  No.  2,  Iowa  City 25  00 

Sept.  13.     Pilgrim  Commandery,  No.  -0,  Clarinda 30  00 

Sept.  21.     Oriental  Commandery,  No.  22,  Newton 26  00 

Sept.  21.     Baldwin  Comniandery,  No.  11,  Cedar  Falls 25  00 

Total $  399  00- 
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KENTUCKY. 

Aug.  30.     Masons  of  Hendersou,  per  Henderson  Commandery, 

Xo.  14 100  00 

MARYLAND. 

Sept.  G.  Knights  Templar,  per  Jacob  E.  Krebs,  Grand  Com- 
mander         500  00 

Sept.  24.  Knights  Templar,  per  Jacob  E.  Krebs,  Grand  Com- 
mander         3G0  00 

Total $     8G0  00 

MICHIGAN. 

Sept.  21.     Per  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Recorder 100  00 

^ept.  21.     Per  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Kecorder 400  00 

Total S     500  00 

MINNESOTA. 

Sept.  IG.  Knights  Templar,  per  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Re- 
corder         350  00 

Sept.  28.  Knights  Templar,  per  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Re- 
corder..."   75  00 

Total $     425  00 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Oct.    14.     De  Molay  Commandery,  Xo.  8,  Columbus 25  00 

MISSOURI. 

Aug.  2G.  Grand  Commandery,  per  Wm.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Re- 
corder         10  000 

NEBRASKA. 

Sept.  14.     Per  AVm.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder: 

Mt.  Olivett  Commandery,  Xo.  2 23  50 

Carmel  Commandery,  X'o.  3 5  00 

Moriah  Commandery,  Xo.  4 25  00 

Zion  Commandery,  Xo.  5 25  00 

Total 8       70  00 

NEW    BRUNSWICK. 

Oct.     4.     St.  John  Encampment,  Xo.  48,  St.  John gold  50  00 

NEW      Y  0  R  K  . 

Sept.    3.  Rome  Commandery,  Xo.  5 107  00 

Sept.  10.  Central  City  Commandery  and  friends 250  00 

Sept.  12.  Sir  Kt.  Cyrus  Stewart,  Gloversville 5  00 

Sept.  12.  Salem  Town  Commandery,  Xo.  13 Drgiftdd-b-y-Vju\9^H^ 
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Sept.  12.    St.  Geoige's  Commandery,  No.  87 25  00 

Sept.  12.    Temple  Commandery,  No.  2 55  00 

Sept.  13.     Robert  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder 25  00 

Sept.  13.     Watertown  Commandery,  No.  11 25  00 

Sept.  13.     DeSoto  Commandery,  No.  49,  Plattaburg »J  00 

Sept,  13.     Palestine  Commandery,  No.  18,  New  York ; 70  00 

Sept.  18.     Morton  Commandery,  No.  4,  New  York 50  00 

Sept.  14.     Lake  Ontario  Commandery,  No.  32 10  00 

Sept.  1(5.     Appolo  Commandery,  No.  15,  Troy  ..; 200  00 

Sept.  16.     Palestine  Commandery,  No.  18,  New  York 33  00 

Sept.  17.     Salem  Town  Commanderv,  No.  13 75  OO 

Sapt.  18.     Robert  Macov,  Grand  Recorder 147  40 

Sept.  18.     Hugh  de  Payne  Commandery,  No.  30,  Buffalo 100  00 

Sept.  18.     Gennessee  Commandery,  No.' 10,  Lockport 20  00 

Sept.  20.     Sir  John  Hodge,  Lockport 50  00 

Sept.  20.     Dunkirk  Commandery,  No.  40 25  00 

Sept.  21.     Malta  Commandery,  No.  21,  Binghampton 50  00 

Sept.  21.     Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  Buffaloe 200  00 

Sept.  21.     Delaware  Commandery,  No.  4,  Port  Jervis 27  58 

Sept.  24.     Palestine  Commandery,  No.  18,  New  York 33  00 

Sept.  24.     Rondout  Commandery,  No.  52 50  00 

Sept.  27.     Robert  Macov,  Grand  Recorder 125  00 

Sept.  20.     Robert  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder 60  00 

Oct.    8.    A  member  of  Lake  Ontario  Commandery,  No.  2 2  00 

Oct.    16.     Westchester  Commandery,  No.  42,  Sing  Sing 20  00 

Total $1,972  78 

OHIO. 

Sept.    5.     Grand  Commanderv,  per  W.  L.  Buechner,  Youngs- 
town \ 200  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Sept.    2.     Grand   Commandery,    per   SamU   B.  Dicks,    Grand 

Commander 200  00 

Sept.    2.     St.  Julins  Commanderv,  No.  4.  Philadelphia 50  00 

Sept.  18.     Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder,  Philadelphia 200  00 

Oct.     3.     Chas.  P^  Mever,  Grand  Recorder,  Philadelphia 75  00 

Oct.  29.     Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder,  Philadelphia 100  00 

Total $    625  00 

TEXAS. 

Sept.    8.     Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  8 64  00 

Sspt.  15.     Waco  Commandery,  No.l 85  00 

Oct.      ().     Knights  Templar,  per  Benj.  A.  Botts,  Gr.  Treasurer..  95  00 

Total $    244  00 

Grand  Total S    6,296  28 


TO  W.  G.  PAXTON,  GRAND  COMMANDER. 

Aug.  30.     Terrc  Haute  Commandery,  No.  76,  Indiana l^^  80 

Sept.    5.     Gonzales  Commanderv,  Texas ^'^^^9^1^ 

Digitized  by  VjUU^  liC 


Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  23 


Sept.    5.  Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson ; 5  00 

Sept.  12.  Sir  F.J.  Lewis,  Washington,  I).  C 15  UO 

Sept.  12.  De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  5,  Araericujj,  Ga 22  25 

Sept.  12.  Del.  Commandery,  No.  44,  Port  Jervis 10  00 

Sept.  23.  Knights  Templar,  Houston 27  00 

Sept.  21.  Adelphic  Commandery,  New  York 42  00 

Sept.  21.  Cour  de  Lion  Commandery",  No.  7,  Atlanta 47  25 

Aug.  28.  Freeport  Commandery,  No.  7,  Illinois 100  00 

Sept.  24.  Cincinnati  Commandery 50  00 

Total %  517  30 


THE  GRAND  TREASURER'S  ACCOUl  T 

Was  presented  and  read,  and  on  motion  was  referred  to  the   Finance 
Committee : 

N.  S.  WALKER,  Grand  Treasurek, 

la  Account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missimppl : 


1879.  Dr. 

May  12.    To  cash  of  Grand  Recorder  to  this  date $545  25 

Cr. 

By  Pay  Roll,  Grand  ('onclave,  1878,  as  follows : 

Sir  Geo.  S.  Green,  Representative  Mississippi,  No.  1 9  00 

Sir  J.  J.  Baker,  Representative  Lexington,  No.  3 25  00 

Sir  John  K.  Fulson,  Representative  Holly  SDring-S  ^<>-  "^ -'^  '''^ 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Representative  Rosalie,  No.  5 25  00 

Sir  H.  M.  Itomberger,  RjpresentativeSt.  Cyr,  No.  G 20  00 

Sir  H.  P.  Turner,  Representative  Winona,  No.  7 19  (10 

Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln,  Representative  DaMolay,  No.  8 25  00 

Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  Representative  Invanhoe,  No.  10 27  00 

Sir  David  Carr,  Representative  Kosciusko,  No.  11 22  00 

Sir  J.  W.  Yeargain,  Representative  Canton,  No.  12 12  50 

Sir  W.  B.  Fulkerson,  Representative  C(ieur  de  Lion,  No.  18 10  00 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  Representative  Grenado,  No.  15 20  ()5 

Sir  Harry  Gilmore,  Diputy  Grand  Commander 80  00 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Grand  Captain  General 19  00 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Treasurer 18  00 

Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder 9  00 

SirE.  Geo.  DeLnp,  appropriation  Foreign  Correspondence 25  (M) 

Grand  Encampment  U.  S.  dues  1878 28  00 

Postage  for  year  ending  May  17,  1879 11  |}0 

Proceedings  and  other  printing,  1878 125  50 

Grand  Recorder,  balance  on  .salary  187G 85  o9 

Total $534  79 

On  hand,  to  balance 10  40 

$545  25 
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To  the  It.  E.  Grand  Commandenj  of  Mississippi  : 

Above  find  detailed  stnteinent  of  receipts  and  disbursements  s'nce  Grand 
Conclave,  1878,  to  this  date,  together  with  vouchers  for  the  s:ime. 
Courteously  submitted, 

N.  S.  WALKER, 
Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  May  17,  1879.  Grand  Treasurer. 

THE    REPORT  OX  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE 

Was  submitted  by  Sir  Benbrook,  Dcjj.  Grand  Commander,  in  the 
absence  of  Sir  E.  Geo.  .DeLap,  chairman  of  the  committee.  The 
report  was  received  and  further  action  deferred  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

The  following  communication  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Sir.  J.  T. 
Meade,  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  journal: 

GRAND  ENCAMPMENT,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, ) 

Of  the  United  States  of  America,      ^ 

Montgomery,  Ala..  May  17, 1871).  j 

A\".  £.'.  Sir  Wiiliam  G.  Paxton^  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand  Command- 
crtj  of  Missisi<ippij  Viclcshurg^  Mimsaippi : 

Right  Eminent  and  Dear  Sir  Knight— I  sincerely  regret  to  inform 
vDu,  and  through  you  the  Grand  Comniaudery  of  Mississippi,  that  in  con- 
s'quence  of  the  protracted  and  serious  sickness  of  my  wito,  it  is  wholly 
(Hit  of  my  power  to  make  the  official  visit  to  your  next  Annual  Conclave, 
in  the  city  of  Columbus,  on  the  21st  of  this  month. 

Heartily  sympathizing  with  you  and  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
^i[>pi  in  tiie  losses  which  your  Jurisdiction  in  particular,  and  the  Order 
ii'-nerally,  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  eminent  members  in  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  tlie  Grand  Commandcry  of  ^lississippi,  since  your  last  Annual  Con- 
clave iu  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  and  wishing  that  your  next  Annual  Con- 
clave at  Columbus  may  be  a  re-union  which  will  redound  to  the  good  of  our 
Order  in  your  jurisdiction,  and  be  promotive  of  the  individunl  happiness 
uf  each  oi'  the  Sir  Knights  present,  I  am,  as  ever, 

Courteouslv  and  fraternallv  vours, 

W.*L.  IMiAGG, 
Deputy   Grand   Master,   Grand   Encampment   of   the    United   States   of 

Amcricii. 

DEVOTIONAL   EXERCISES. 

The  follov.'ing* report  was  submitted  and  received  : 
T"  the  Grand  Commandcry  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi  : 

The  undersigned,  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  pre|)are  a  form  of  ser- 
vice for  the  devotions  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  herewith  presents  the 
rc-ult  of  his  labors.  While  claiming  no  special  merit  \n  the  production, 
juid  having  had  no  opportunity  to  ascertain  how  it  will  work  in  practice, 
it  is  believed  that  it  is  at  least  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  If  it  should  be 
1.  and  unsatisfactory  when  rendered,  its  morlification  will  be  a  matter  of 
i\.sy  accomjdishment.  It  is  hut  just  to  Sir  Knights  Linn  antl  Watkins  to 
.v.y  that  I  have  had  no  oj)portunity  fi)r  onsiiltalion   with   them,  and  they 

Digitized  by  V:iUU^lC 


Grand  Comma ndery  of  Mississippi.  25 


are  therefore  in  no  way  responsible  for  any  defects  which  may  be  discov- 
ered. Courteously  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED,  Chairman. 

Sir  B.  a.  Vaucjhan  offered  as  a  substitute,  the  Devotional  Ser- 
vices prescribed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  T.  a.  Phillips  moved  to  postpone  action  until  the  two  forms 
of  Service  could  be  compared. 

On  motion  of  Sir  J.  E.  Leigh,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  special 
Committee,  the  R.*.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander  appointing  Sirs  Phillips, 
Leigh  and  Vaughan  as  said  Committee. 

JURISDICTION  OF  C0MMANDERIE8. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Mississippi: 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  tlie  duty  of  revising  and 
iletermining  the  boundaries  of  the  several  Subordinate  Commanderies  and 
to  recommend  sucli,  if  any,  changes  as  they  may  deem  exj>edient,  (Resolu- 
tion, page  2S,  proceedings  1878),  b?!Z  leave  to  report  that  they  have  given 
to  the  suhj\:t  tht*  mature  c  )nsideriition  which  its  importance  demands. 

Thf  existing  law  upon  the  subject  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Supordinate 
Coramanderies  is  as  follows  : 

1.  The  (fraud  Commmdjry  of  a  State  "may  assign  tlie  limits  of  Subor- 
dinate Comm:ni(leries  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  and  settle  all  controver- 
sies that  may  arisa  b3tween  them." — [Article  II,  Section  2G,  (8),  Constitu- 
tion Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

2.  *'In  t!ic  absenc  of  a  statute  of  the  proper  Grand  Commandery,  or  of 
a  special  edict  <»f  the  (f  rand  Encampment  defining  the  limits  of  each  Com- 
mandery, tlie  jurisdiction  thereof,  whether  chartered  or  under  dispensa- 
tion, extends  iu  all  directions  to  one-half  the  distance,  by  a  direct  line, 
l:)etween  itself  and  the  UL^xt  nearest  C  )mmmandery  ;  Provided,  Tliat  in  no 
case  can  it  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  orTerritory  in  which  it  is 
located."— [Code  of  Statutes,  etc.,  Grand  Encampment,  XXIX,  1.] 

3.  "This  Grand  Commandery  shall  have  power  *  *  *  o.  To  as- 
sign the  limits  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction  and 
settle  all  controversies  that  nmy  arise  between  them." — [Article  IV,  Sec- 
tion 2,  Constitution. 

4.  "The  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  extends  in  all  directions  to 
one-half  the  di^tiinc3  by  a  direct  line,  between  itsell  and  tlie  next  nearest 
Commandery.  *  *  *  ". — [Section  50,  Kules  and  Edicts,  Grand  Command- 
ery of  Mississippi. 

From  the  forej^oing  it  will  be  seen  that  this  Grand  Commandery  has 
full  power  and  authority  tj  assign  and  change  the  jurisdictional  limits  of 
its  Subordinates. 

Owing  to  the  topography  of  this  State,  and  the  fact  that,  with  one  ex- 
ception, the  great  channels  of  trade  and  communication,  all  run  north 
and  .south,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  inconvenience  necesi^arily  results 
from  the  working  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  A  candidate,  whose  resi- 
dence is  in  one  of  the  river  counties,  north  of  Issaquena  county,  by  a 
direct  line,  is  many  miles  nearer  to  the  Mississipi  Central  Railroad,  tnan 
to  Vicksburg,  but,  in  order  to  reacli  the  Commandery  within  whose  juris- 
f  iction  he  resides,  he- must,  owing  to  the  abs?nce  of  traveled  roads  and 
bri«l::es  over  the  many  streams  intersecting  the  country,  either  pass  through 
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Vicksburg  or  Memphis.  To  cross  the  country,  if  not  practically  impos- 
sible, would  involve  a  long  and  expensive  journey  on  horse-back,  through 
a  country  almost  uninhabited,  and,  in  many  places,  uninhabitable,  at  an 
expenditure  of  time  and  money  greatly  in  excess  of  that  required  by  the 
more  roundabout  route,  via  Vicksburg  or  Memphis. 

A  candidate  residing  on  the  line  of  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Rail- 
road north  of  a  point  half-way  between  Grenada  and  Water  Valley,  would, 
in  order  to  reach  either  Water  Valley  or  Holly  Springs,  ordinarily  pass 
through  Grenada  as  the  most  convenient  and  least  expensive  route.  It 
would  appear  upon  its  face  to  be  an  absurdity  to  require  a  candidate,  re- 
siding at  either  Hernando  or  Senatobia,  to  perform  au  extra  journey  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  going  and  returning,  at  an  additional  expense  of 
$5  50,  and  to  pass  through  the  limits  of  two  different  Commanaeries  in 
order  to  reach  that  at  Holly  Springs;  because  by  the  obsolete  mode  and 
line  of  travel  he  is  some  miles  nearer  to  that  pLice  than  to  Grenada;  or  one 
residing  at  Panola  to  travel  58  milfes  extra,  at  an  additional  expense  oi 
32  90,  in  order  to  reach  the  body  at  Water  Valley,  when  he  would  natur- 
ally seek  admission  to  the  body  at  Grenada.  The  journey  across  ths  coun- 
try from  any  point  on  the  Mississippi  &  Tennessee  Railroad,  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  either  Holly  Springs  or  Water  Valley  Commahderies,  by  dirt 
road,  would  consume  a  day  going  and  returning,  while  Grenada  is  reached 
in,  at  most,  fbur  hours. 

A.  candidate  residing  on  the  Mississippi  river  south  of  Grand  Gulf,  or 
upon  the  line  of  the  Natchez  &  Jackson  Railroad  would,  in  most  instances, 
be  nearer  to  Port  Gibson  than  to  Natchez,  but  no  one  r.t  all  acquainted 
with  the  country  and  its  means  of  communication  would  think  of  going 
to  Port  Gibson  to  transact  any  business  which  could  be  attended  to  tx 
Natchez. 

Before  the  construction  of  railroads  and  steamboats,  the  rule  worked 
no  hardship  and  proved  very  satisfactory  in  practice,  but  the  reasons  for 
its  adoption  having  passed  away  with  the  lumbering  stage  coach  and  plod- 
ding post  boy,  it  is  as  unreasonable  to  perpetuate  it  as  it  would  be  to  return 
to  the  means  of  communication  which  were  esteemed  by  a  past  generation, 
but  which  now  seem  to  us,  who  are  accustomed  to  lightning  trains  and  the 
telegraph,  as  direful  calamities,  only  to  be  endured  from  necessity  in  the 
most  remote  and  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  country.  Now  that  in 
point  of  time  and  expense,  the  railroads  and  steamboats  are  the  cheapest 
modes  of  communication,  it  would  seem  as  though  it  were  a  great  hard- 
ship to  continue  in  force  a  law  which  compels  a  resort  to  the  dirt  road  or 
.  entails  a  journey  of  many  extra  miles  at  an  expense  so  great  as,  in  many 
instances,  to  amount  to  a  prohibition. 

For  these  reasons,  we  recommend  the  ft)llowing  as  a  substitute  for  the 
Rule  as  it  now  stands,  and  recommend  its  adoption  by  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  : 

Sec.  50.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Conunandery  extends  in  all  directions  to 
one-half  the  distance,  by  a  direct  line,  between  itr'clf  and  the  next  nearest 
Commandery,  except  when  such  territorial  limits  are  intersected  bv  navi- 
gable rivers  or  railroads,  in  which  event  their  limits  sliall  extend  to  all 
|H)ints  adjacent  to,  or  upon,  such  navigable  rivers  or  railroads,  which  arc 
ordinarily,  most  conveniently  and  least  expensively  reached  by  traveling 
upon  such  rivers  or  railroads. 

Respectfully  and  courteously  submitted, 

FREDERIC  SPEED,  Chairman ; 
OLIVER  CLIFTON. 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler  moved  that  the  report  be  received  arid  adopted. 
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On  motion  of  Sir  J.  E.  Leigh,  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Templar  Law. 

At  6  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  9 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SECOND  DAY. 


Thursday,  May  22,  1879. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present  as  on  yesterday,  with  the  addition  of  Sir  B.  D.  Matthews, 
Generalissimo  and  proxy  for  Captain-General  Holly  Springs  Com- 
madery  No.  4,  and  Sir  J.  S.  Cain,  P.  E.  C,  Ivanhoe  Commandery, 
No.    10. 

On  motion  of  Sir  W.  G.  Bfnbrook,  all  Knights  Templar  now  in 
Columbus,  were  invited  to  seats  during  the  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  taken 
from  the  table.  The  Grand  Recorder  stated  that  he  had  carefully  ex- 
amined the  same — that  it  was  an  able  and  interesting  report,  but,  in 
view  of  its  great  length,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  doubted  the  ability  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
at  this  time,  to  print  it.  The  matter  of  printing  was,  thereupon, 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report : 

Ta  tJie  R.\  E.'.  Grand  Coynmandenjof  Mmissippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  to  which  the  report  of  Sir  Kt.  Speed, 
on  the  subject  ot  Jurisdiction,  having  carefully  examined  the  same,  beg 
leave  to  ofKT  the  following  as  ji  substitute  ior  the  proposed  change  in  Sac. 
o\y  R.  and  E.  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  contained  in  said  report: 

Amend  section  51,  so  as  to  read — 

Sec.  5i.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  extends  in  all  directions  to 
one-half  the  distance,  by  a  direct  line,  between  itself  and  the  next  nearest 
Commfindery;  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  it  cannot  extend  beyond,  but 
must  include  the  limits  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  ;  Provided  further, 
When  impassable  rivers  intervene,  or  when  from  other  causes,  the  nearest 
Commandery  is  inaccessible,  or  inconvenient,  in  such  case  jurisdiction  may 
be  determined  by  the  usual  and  most  convenient  traveled  route,  and  21 
petitioner  may  elect  between  the  nearest  Commandery  and  the  one  most 
accessible — both  Commanderies,  in  such  case,  possessing  concurring  juris- 
.  diction ;  And  provided  further,  That  when  a  petition  has  Ix'en  rejected  by  any 
Commandery,* having  such  concurrent  jurisdicti*)n,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Recorder  to  at  once  notify  the  neighboring  Commandery  of  such  rejec-j 
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tion,  and  said  Commaiidery  shall  not,  thereafter,  receive  a  petition  from 
the  Companion  so  rejected,  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Com- 
mandery  originally  petitioned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  BURKITT,  ) 

R.  M.  YOIJXCI,  \  Committee. 

R.  F.  HUDSON,         ) 

The  report  hauing  been  received,  it  was  discussed  by  Sirs  Lincoln, 
Cox,  Walker  and  Towler,  and,  on  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the 
subject  was  indefinitely  postponed — by  a  vote  of  14  to  6. 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  adopted  : 
To  the B/,  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Commander,  having  considered  the  same,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 

1st.  We  recommend  that  the  Orders  and  Acts  of  the  R.'.  E.'.  Grand 
Commander,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  be  approved. 

2d.  That  portion  of  his  labors  respecting  relief  and  universal  benevo- 
lence, be  especially  commended. 

3d.  Relative  to  Ritual,  we  bog  to  rejiort  that  we  are  unable  to  learn  from 
the  proceedings,  if  a  Committee  on  Kitual  exists.  If  it  does,  we  recom- 
mend that  portion  of  the  Address  on  Ritual  be  referred  to  that  Committee. 

B.  A.  VAUGHAN,       ) 

E.  M.  WALKER,         r   Committee. 

F.  E.  WHITFIELD,   ) 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  so  much  of  the  Address  of  R.-.  E.  ■. 
Grand  Commander  as  refers  to  relief  and  mutual  aid,  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee— the  R.  *.  E.  *.  Grand  Commander  appointing  Sirs 
G.  W.  Cox,  J.  S.  Cain,  and  Wm.  French. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  a  special  Committee  was  appointed 
to  prepare* and  report  a  suitable  expression  of  thanks  to  the  Knights 
Templar  of  the  United  States  for  the  generous  aid  sent  to  our  Jurisdic- 
tion during  the  pestilence  of  last  fall.  Committee— Sirs  F.  E.  Whit- 
field, B.  D.  Matthews  and  J.  H.  (Jordon. 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  adopted  : 

To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Gotnmandery  of  Mississippi : 

We,  your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  "Offices  of  the  Devo- 
tions," as  prepared  by  Sir  Frederic  tSpeed,  to  compare  with  that  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  have  performed 
that  duty,  and  find,  so  far  as  the  selections  go,  to  be  the  same,  save  change 
of  order.  Noticeable  are  the  omission  from  the  United  States  form,  which 
we  are  unable  to  see  as  an  improvement;  but  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
uniformity  of  service,  we  recommend  that  a  committee  be  continued  to  re- 
port at  the  next  Conclave,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  whole 
service  as  given  bv  the  Grand  Encampment. 

THO.  A.  PHILLIPS,   ) 
J.E.LEIGH,  :-   Committee. 

.B.A.VAUGHN,  j  ^  j 
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A  tribute  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  S.  Patton  to  members  of 
the  Order  who  died  during  the  epidemic  of  last  fall,  with  appropriate 
sentiments  referring  to  that  affliction,  was  read  by  the  Grand  Recorder, 
and  ordered  to  be  noted  on  the  minutes. 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER  moved  that  a  Committee  on  Work  be  appointed, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Sir  R.  M.  Young,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was 
made  the  special  order  for  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  reception  of  Grand  Representa- 
tives was  made  the  second  special  order  for  this  afternoon. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report: 
To  the  i?.*.  j&V.  Grand  Commandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report  that  they  have  exam" 
ined  carefully  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  and 
find  them  correct  in  every  particular. 

Your  committee  has  also  considered  a  petition  from  Holly  Springs  Com- 
mandery, asking  a  remission  of  thirty-one  dollars  ($31  00)  dues  for  1876. 
Your  committee  think  that  the  low  state  of  the  finances  of  this  Grand 
Commandery  is  sufficient  cause  for  rejection  of  this  application.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  charity  that  we  are  called  upon  to  consider,  but  a  question  of 
right  and  justice.  We  do  not  think  it  would  be  just  to  Commanderies  who 
pay  dues  regularly,  to  remit  the  dues  of  any  Commandery,  and  offer  the 
Ibllowing  for  your  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery  be  not  granted. 
Respectful  I V  submitted, 

\Vm.  FRENCH,  I 

DAVID  CARR,  ^Committee. 

THOS.  A.  PHILLIPS,  j 

The  report  having  been  received.  Sir  B.  D.  Matthkws  moved,  as  a 
substitute  for  so  much  as  relates  to  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  to 
remit  the  dues  of  said  Commandery  for  the  year  1876.  Which  motion 
was  lost;  and  report  of  the  Committee  was  thereupon  adopted. 

Sir  C.  M.  Erwin  offered  the  following  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law  : 

Amend  Art.  VI,  Sec.  2  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  read  :  Each  Subor- 
Commandery  shall  be  entitled  to  three  votes,  to  be  cast  by  the  officer  in 
attendance.  In  case  all  three  of  the  officers  are  present,  then  each  shall  cast 
one  vote;  and  if  only  two  be  in  attendance,  then  the  senior  officer  shall  cast 
two  votes  and  the  junior  one.     All  questions  to  be  determined,  etc. 

Sir  T.  A.  Phillips  moved  to  amend  Sec.  3  of  Art.  VII,  so  as  to 
make  the  fees  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  $25  instead  of  t$5o  as  the 
minimum.  Sir  B.  D.  Matthf.ws  moved  to  insert  $35  instead  of  S25. 
On  motion,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar 
Law. 

The  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  4  o'clock. 
The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the    following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  R.\  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  thev  have 
examined  the  Amendment  proposed  in  reference  to  votes  in  Grand  Com- 
mandery, and  are  of  the  opinion  that  its  adoption  would  be  in  conflict  with 
Art.  IL,  Sec.  20  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  not  adopted. 
Respectful  I  v  submitted, 

FRANK  BURKITT,     ( 

R.  M.  YOUNG,  \  Committee. 

R.  F.  HUDSON,  ) 

ELECTION  OF  QRANO  OFFICERS. 

The  special  order  was  then  proceeded  with,  resulting  in  the  election 
of  the  following  as  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Sm  Chas.  M.  Erwix Winona Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook Martin Dep'y  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson Columbus Grand  Geneialissmo. 

Sir  William  French FtcM?/rflr.... Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir.  R.  S.  WooDWARD..iVa<cA<'2 Grand  Prelate. 

SirF.  E.  Whitfield Corinth Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln Columbus Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker Port  G^/6«on.. Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  David  Carr KosciusJco Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Ja8.  T.  Meade Tchula Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberger Water  Vall^fj.Gr&nd  Warder. 

Sir  Jacob  Peebles Natchez Grand  Cnpt.  of  Guard. 

TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  NEXT  CONCLAVE. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  place  and 
time  of  next  Grand  Conclave.  Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook  tendered  a  cor- 
dial invitation  from  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  to  meet  in  the  city 
of  Natchez;  and  the  following  telegram  in  connection  therewith,  was 
read: 

Natchez,  May  21,  1879. 
To  the  Grand  Commandgry^  Knights  lemplar : 

The  lady  managers  and  children  of  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum 
send  grateful  and  courteous  greeting  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and  most  cor- 
dially second  the  invitation  to  hold  your  next  Conclave  in  this  city. 

Lady  Managers,   ^t  _^ 
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The  invitation  of  Rosalie  Commandery  was  thereupon  unanimously 
accepted;  and  Thursday,  the  15th  day  of  April,  1880,  selected  as  the 
time  for  next  Grand  Conclave. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  the  following  telegraphic  response  to 
the  Lady  Managers  of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  at  Natchez, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery : 

Columbus,  May  22,  1879. 
To  the  Lidy  Managers  of  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  Natchez : 

Your  kind  greeting  received  by  the  Grand  Commandery  with  great 
pleasure.  The  hospitable  invitation  of  R«>salie  Commandery,  seconded  by 
you,  has  been  unanimously  accepted,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  will  hold 
its  next  Grand  Conclave  at  Natchez,  during  the  week  of  your  sixty-fourth 
Anniversary.  May  the  Great  Father  of  the  orphans  continue  to  bless  your 
labors Imd  may  your  good  works  on  earth  find  their  reward  in  heaven." 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 

THE  RECEPTION  OF  GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

Being  next  in  order,  the  following  Sir  Knights  presented  their  creden- 
tials from  the  Grand  Commanderies  named,  and  they  were  severally 
received  and  welcomed  by  the  R.  \  E.  *.  Grand  Commander  in  behalf 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Sir  G.  W.  Cox,  P.  G.  C,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Sir  William  French,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Sir  Robert  B.  Brannin,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massa. 
chusetts. 

Sir  Frank  Bukkitt,  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  reported  adversely  on  the  proposi- 
tion to  reduce  the  fees  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood.  On  motion  ot 
of  Sir  Wm.  French,  the  subject  was  made  the  special  order  for  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Sir  R.  F.  Hudson  announced  a  * 'Reception"  by  DeMolay  Command- 
ery, No.  8,  at  Gilmer  Hotel  at  8:30  o'clock  to-night,  and  cordially  in- 
vited all  Sir  Knights  to  attend. 

The  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  9:30,  a.  m.,  to-morrow. 


THIRD    DAY. 


Friday,  May  23,  1879. 
The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  8:30  o'clock,  a.  m. 
The  report  of  Committee  on  fees  for  Orders  was  taken  up,  andaf^r^ 
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discussion  of  the  subject  by  Sirs  Phillips,  French,  Towler, 
Vaughan  and  Power,  the  latter  proposed  to  amend  by  making  $40 
the  minimum,  which  being  accepted  by  the  Committee,  the  report,  as 
thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

KNIQHTS  TEMPLAR  MUTUAL  RELIEF. 

The  special  Committee  on  this  subject  submitted   the  following  re- 
port, and  after  remarks  by  Sirs  Cox,  Towler,  Power,  Vaughan  and 
French,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted  : 
To  the  R,\  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  8<»  much  of  the  Address  of  the 
Grand  Commander  as  refers  to  the  matter  of  Insurance,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  while  the  Grand  Commander  has  made  no  special  recommendation 
upon  this  subject,  we  are  pleased  that  it  has  thus  been  oHicially  brought 
before  this  Grand  Commaudery.  And  while  your  Committee  do  not  see 
the  way  clear  to  incorporate  into  our  fundamental  law  any  provision  that 
shall  include  a  system  of  insurance,  we  see  no  objection  or  obstacle  to  the 
forming  of  such  an  Association  among  the  Knights  Templar  ot  thij^- 
State,  as  shall  secure  to  their  families  substantial  benefits  in  times  of  great- 
est need.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the  immedi:ite  organization  of  such- 
an  Association,  upon  the  following  basis: 

First.  All  Knights  Templar  in  good  standing  in  their  respective  Com- 
manderies  in  this  State  are  eligible  to  membership  as  hereinafter  provided. 
The  certificate  of  the  Recorder,  under  the  seal  of  the  Commandery  and 
indorsed  by  the  Eminent  Commander,  shall  be  evidence  of  pood  standing. 

Second.  Forfeiture  ot  membership  in  the  (>)mmandery,  for  any  causo^ 
shall  forfeit  membership  in  the  Association,  and  all  payments  made  or  ben- 
efits incident  thereto. 

Third.  The  ftc  for  membership  shall  be  six  dollars,  (four  dollars  of  which 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  first  assassment)  and  the  annual  dues  two  dollars,  which 
3ums  shall  be  applied  toward  conducting  the  business  expenses  of  the  As- 
sociation, or  toward  the  payment  of  assessment?. 

Fourth.  The  assessment  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, shall  be  two  dollars  on  each  member;  and  when  any  member  may 
die  the  Recorder  of  his  Commandery  shall  at  once  certify  the  fact  (as  in 
case  of  membership  and  standing)  to  the  S  »cr3tary  and  Treasurer  of  this 
Association,  who  s-hall  on  the  presentation  of  such  certificate,  pay  the 
amount  due  to  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  Sir  Knight,  within  thirty  days, 
and  he  shall  at  once  issue  his  call  upon  the  members  for  the  assessment  fee 
to  replace  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  This  assessment  must  be 
paid  \yithin  thirty  days.  If  not  paid  wiihin  that  time,  membership  in  the 
Association  is  thereby  forfeited. 

Fifth.  The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  five  Directors,  and  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  t^  bo  elected  first 
by  the  members  of  the  Grand  Commaudery  and  other  Sir  Knights  in  at- 
tendance favorable  to  to  the  proposed  organization,  and  afterwards  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Association  may  prescribe.  The  office  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  shall  be  filled  by  one  perstui,  who  shall  give  such  bond  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  and  trust  confided  to  him  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  President  and  Directory. 

Sixth.  All  Knights  Templar  in  good  standing  in  this  State  are  eligible 
to  membership  until  January  1,  1880,  without  regard  to  age  and  without  a  t 
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medical  examination.  After  Tvhich  time,  January  1,  1880,  no  petition  for 
member^ip  can  be  received  without  attested  medical  certificate,  approved 
by  the  President  and  of  Directors,  and  no  petition  can  be  received  from 
any  one  over  fiftjr  years  of  age. 

.  The  plan  submitted  dispenses  with  all  distinctions  in  regard  to  a^e  and 
all  medical  certificates,  and  we  take  it  for  granted  that  every  Sir  Knight 
will  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  contribute  to  the  widow  and  orphan  of  his  frater, 
and  especially  to  those  who  have  devoted  long  years  of  faithful  service  in 
the  Order. 

RespectfuUv  submitted, 
(Signed.)  '      G.  W.  COX,         ) 

WM.  FRENCH,   l  Committee. 

J.  S.  CAIN,  ] 

[The  Grand  CoitamanderJ',  after  adoptinsr  the  report,  took  a  recess  for  twenty 
minutes,  during  which  time  the  Sir  Knighti  present  proceeded  to  organize  the 
proposed  Association. 

The  following  were  chosen  as  officers  : 
Premdent—SiR  W.  G.  Paxton,  Vicksburg. 
Vice-President— Sib,  J.  S.  Cain,  Okolona. 

IHrectors—HiRH  G.  W.  Cox,  Columbus  ;  F.  E.  WHITFIELD,  Corinth ;  W.  G.  Ben- 
BBOOK,  Natchez ;  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Tchula ;  T.  A.  Phillips,  Canton. 
Secretary/  and  Treasurer— SiR  J.  L.  Power,  Jackson. 
The  bond  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  was  fixed  at  one  thousand  dollars.] 

The  recess  having  expired,  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business. 
Sir  Wm.  French  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Commandery  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence  hereafter  so  condense .  their  report  that 
it  shall  not  exceed  forty  pages  of  printed  matter;  and  should  the  Commit- 
tee exceed  this  limit  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Recorder  to  con- 
dense the  report  so  as  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  this  resolution. 

THE  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT—BANNER. 

The  Grand  Recorder  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Captain  General  and 
Grand  Recorder  be  a  special  Committee  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements 
for  transportation  to  and  for  suitable  accommodations  in  Chicago  during 
the  Triennial  Grand  Encampment  in  1880,  and  to  ascertain,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, the  number  of  Sir  Knights  who  will  be  likely  to  attend  the  Grand 
Encampment  from  this  Jurisdiction. 

Jtesolved,  That  a  special  Committee  be  appointed  to  contract  for  a 
Banner  suitable  for  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  to  raise  the  funds  to  pay 
tor  the  same,  by  subscription  of  Commanderies,  or  individual  Sir  Knights. 

GRATITUDE. 

The  special  ('ommittee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Ad- 
dress of  Grand  Commander  and  the  report  of  Grand  Recorder  as 
relates  to  Knightly  aid  during  the  pestilence  of  1878,  submitted  the 
following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  by  a  rising  vote  :    ^^^t^ 
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Resolvedf  To  all  the  Knights  Templar  in  Christendom,  our  hearts  go  out 
with  one  accord,  laden  with  sentiments  of  the  warmest  love  and  most  pro- 
found gratitude  for  the  unparalleled  sympathy  and  generosity  with  which 
they  responded  to  our  call  for  aid  in  the  days  of  our  late  affliction.  When 
pestilence,  with  its  invisible  cohorts,  assailed  our  encampment  on  every 
side;  when  want  and  misery  and  suffering  disarmed  death  of  its  terrors, 
and  the  calmness  of  despair  made  passive  and  steady  the  targets  of  its 
javelins,  the  gallant  8ir  Knights  of  every  land  and  every  clime,  true  to  the 
instincts  and  traditions  of  our  beloved  Order,  moved  by  a  common  impulse, 
came  to  our  rescue;  and  with  their  unbounded  generosity  and  sympathy, 
soothed  the  sufferings  of  our  stricken ;  appeased  the  pangs  of  hunger ; 
gave  new  strengtli  to  our  nerveless  army,  and  inspired  new  hope  when 
hope  had  fled.  In  these  deeds  they  have  performed  exploits  well  worthy 
to  be  compared  to  the  deeds  of  those  brave  Sir- Knights  who,  in  ancient 
times,  clothed  our  Order  with  a  fame  that  piose  and  poetry  have  never 
ceased  to  tell.  The  story  of  these  achievements  is  written  upon  our  hearts ; 
their  lesson  has  taught  the  world  the  usefulness  of  our  Order  ;  their  re- 
ward is  this:  that  in  peace  have  been  achieved  victories  no  less  glorious 
than  those  achieved  by  the  noble  founders  of  our  Order  when  inspired  by 
their  holy  surroundinss,  they  waged  battle  for  Christendom  on  tlie  sacred 
fields  of  the  Holy  Land. 

F.  E.  WHITFIELD, ) 

J.  H.  GORDON,         ICbmmittee. 

B.  D.  MATTHEWS,  ] 

THANKS. 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unan- 
imously adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8,  and  to  the  good  people 
generally,  of  Columbus,  for  the  fraternal  courtesy  and  hospitable  atten- 
tions extended  to  the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  during  our  stay  in  their 
beautiful  city.  In  an  especial  manner  do  we  desire  to  express  our  acknowl-  ' 
edgements  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  composing  the  choir  at  our  opening 
service ;  also  to  the  officers  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  the  use  of  their 
house  of  worship  on  that  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  our  thanks  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
Gilmer  Hotel  for  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  cared  for 
us  during  our  stay  in  his  well  kept  establishment.  That  he  "  knows  how  to 
keep  a  hotel,**  we  are  abundantly  satisfied.  Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  the 
several  railroads  for  the  courtesy  of  reduced  rates. 

The  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  the  retiring 
Grand  Commander,  R.  •.  E.  •.  Sir  W.  G.  Paxton. 

The  R.  •.  E.-.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  then  an- 
nounced the  following 

COMMITTEES. 

On   Templar  Z^w?— Sirs  J.  S.  Cain,  G.  Y.  Freeman,  B.  A.  Vaughan. 
On  Foreign  CorrespondenceSira  W.  G.  Paxton,  Frank  Burkitt,  T. 
A.  Phillips. 
On  TForit— Sirs  John  K.  FuLsqN,  W.  G.  Paxton,  W.  P.  Towler.      , 
On  Banner— Sirs  Wm.  French,  J.  L.  Power,  W.  P.  TowLE^ijUUglC 
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On  motion  of  Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  the  Committee  on  Work  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi adjourned,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  on 
Thursday  the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1880,  A.  O.,  762,  at  12 
o'clock,  M.  C.  M.  ERWIN, 

Attest  :  Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 
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RETURNS  OF 


SUBORDINATE  COMIANDERIES, 

For  the  Year  Endingf  December  27,  1878. 

(including  officers    for  1879.) 


Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


Geo.  S.  Green,  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.... ...Recorder. 

^^_ St.  Bearer. 

Oliver  Clifton,  p.  e.  c S.  Bearer. 

Warder. 


J.  M.  Cain- 


-Sentinel. 


J.  L.  Power E.  C. 

H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  e.  c Gen'o. 

Harris  Barksdale.... C.  G. 

C.  Johnson.....! Prelate. 

John  Nelson,  p.e.c S.  W. 

Matt  F.  Ash J.  W. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— Thomas  Palmer,  John  T.  Buck,  R.  L. 
Sauitders. 

Members — Robert  Bradley,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  J. 
C.  Cameron,  Jn(».  A.  Galbreath,  Sr.,  N.  Gieeuer,  Jones  S.  Hamilton,  David 
Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  R.  F.  McGill,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,R.  D.  Hardy,  John 
A.  Webb. 

Orders  Conferred— Geo.  T.  Gracey. 

Died — D.  W.  Jones,  New  Orleans,  August  19,  1878 ;  Geo.  S.  Yerger,  at 
Vicksburgr,  October  14,  1878  ;  Wm.  M.  Compton,  at  Holly  Springs,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1878— all  of  yellow  fever. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $31  00 


Magnolia   Commandery,   No.  2— Vicksburg,   Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


Wm.  French E.  C. 

W.  H.  Andrews Gen'o. 

G.  G.  Manlovc C.  G. 

W.  G.  Parton,  p.  e.  c.  and  e.  g.  c. 
Prelate. 

G.  M.  Klein S.  \V, 

W.  V.  McCary : J.  W. 


H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

Jno.  W.  Powell,  P.  e.  c Recorder. 

H.  Wilkinson St.  Bearer. 

W.  J.  Smith Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  E.  Thomas Warder. 

Wm.  Murray Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— *C.  A.  Manlove,  J.  W.  M.  Harris,  l,.  C. 
Moore,  T.  G.  Birchett. 
Members— F.  M.  Andrews,  M.  T.  Andrews,  D.  H.Q|^^^^i[^pq^-/^^AY^ 
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Bookout,  J.  W.  Beaty,  J.  H.  Beresford,  Wm.  M.  Chamberlain,  S.  H.  Chil- 
dress, T.  P.  Crutcher,  K  C.  Carroll,  S.  Coate.  H.  Denio,  J.  W.  EUU,  F.  M. 
Featherston,  C.  C.  Flowree,  J.  W.  Gray,  C.  E.  Grant,  J.  H.  Gunning,  T.  J. 
Harper,  J.  T.  Heard,  B.  G.  Humphreys,  I.  Hardy,  W.  S.  Harris,  H.  V. 
Horton,  J.  L.  Hebron,  G.  W.  Jones,  E.  P.  Jones,  M.  C.  Klein,  Jas.  H. 
King,  F.  S.  Lawrence,  W.  W.  Lord,  W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  J.  D.  Miles,  E.  J. 
McGarr,  D.  B.  Nailor,  H.  E.  O'Riley,  W.  B.  Pittman,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Jno. 
A.  Peale,  W.  S.  Patton,  p.  g.  c,  Chas.  Pare,  M.  R.  Payne,  Thos.  Rigby, 
A.  G.  Russell,  Wm.  Richardson,  Geo.  H.  Rigby,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Fred- 
eric  Speed,  J.  O.  Stevens,  Geo.  H.Smith,  Wm.  Stanton,  J. D.  Tinney,  Wm. 
M.  Vosburg,  T.  J.  White— Total,  70. 

0BDEI18  Conferred— C.  H.  Nathan,  Wm.    M.  Vosburg,  George  H. 
Rigby. 

Affilliated— Wm.  S.  Patton,  p.  g.  c. 

Died— Frank  Howard,  T.  J.  Thompson,  August  10,  18788;  C.  H.  Math- 
ew,  September  2, 1878;  W.  A.  Fairchild,  p.  e.  c,  September  20,  1878;  W. 
E.  Monette,  November  7,  1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $86  00 

♦Difed,  December  29,  1878. 


Lezinfirtpn  Commandery,  No.  3— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


Jas.  T.  Meade E.  C. 

R   H.  Montgomery Gen'o. 

Jno.  Shackelford C.  G. 

T.  H^. Smith,  P.B.C Prelate. 

J.  C.  Birkhead,  p.  e.  c S.  W. 

C.  Oifcenburg,  p.  e.  c J.  W. 


R.  H.  Baker..... Treasurer. 

W.  F.  Stigler. Recorder. 

H.  P.  Davis St.  Bearer. 

W.  L.  McLean. Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  F.  Cole « Warder. 

R.  M.  Murphy.  ^ Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— F.  C.  Mercer,  N.  R  Whitehead; 

Members— D.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Baker,  J.  D.  Dabney,  J.  W.  Grace,  J.  R. 
Heflin,  M.  L.  Harman,  K.  Harrington,  J.  M.  Lowry,  W.  H.  Lyon,  J.  W. 
Mitchell,  D.  Mitchell,  H.  B.  McGee,  C.  T.  Murphy,  W.  M.  McGehee,  J. 
D.  Newsom,  H.  J.  Reid,  B.  T.  Sayer,  W.  H.  Thompson,  J.  T.  West,  S.  W. 
Weems,  T.  S.  Wnjghtr-Total,  35. 

Died — W.  A.  McMillon,  yellow  fever,  Grenada,  August  11, 1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery i^  00 


Holly  Springs,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,  Marshall  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1879. 

J.  F.  Butler Treasurer 

L.  B.  Mosbjr Recorder 


J.  T.  Whitehead,  p.  e.  c E.  C. 

B.  D.  Matthews Gen*o. 

J.  R.  McCarroll...;... C.  G. 

J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c Prelate. 

B.  W.  Lee S.  W. 

J.  B.  Johnson J.  W. 


H.  B.   Whitehead St.  Bearer. 

W.  S.  Featherston Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  McGowan Warder. 

W.  H.  Newell Sentinel: 


Past  Eminent  Commander— J.  T.  Fant. 
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Membebs— Jones  Brooks,  P.  J.  Eckles,  W.  J.  Falkner,  Frank  Ferrell, 
Thos.  Gregg,  J.  S.  Jones,  R.  N.  Lawrence,  J.  M.  McDonald.  R.  B.  Miller, 
T.  J.  Malone,P.  A.  Willis.  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  G.  Wiley  Wells,  A.  Q.  With- 
ers, A.  B.  McCroskey,  J.  W.  Lowrance,  R.  E.  Taylor— Total,  30. 

Orders  CoNFERBED—L.  B.  Mosby,  J.  R.  McCarroll,  R.  W.  McClain,  A. 
B.  McCroskey,  J.  W.  Lowrance. 

Affiliated — J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c. 

Reinstated — R.  McGowan. 

Died— H.  W.  Walter,  p.  g.  gen*o.,  Sept.  19,  1878;  Howard  Falconer, 
Prelate,  Sept.  20,  1878 ;  Thos.  A.  Falconer,  Sept.  9,  1878 ;  Hugh  Winborn, 
Sept.  21,  1878;  R.  W.  McClain,  Sept.  4,  1878;  U.  H.  Ross,  Sept.  9, 1878. 
Dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery $57  00 


Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  6— Natchez,  Adams  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Monday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1879. 


C.  T.  Chamberlain E.  C. 

Jno.  A.  Dicks Gen'o. 

A.  H.  Foster C.  G. 

R.  S.  Woodward Prelate. 

H.  C.  Norman .S.  W. 

Geo.W.  Koontz J.  W. 


R.  L.  Dixon Treasurer. 

John  R.  Bledsoe Recorder. 

C.  A.  Weinert St.  Bearer. 

W.  L.  Wells Sw.  Bearer. 

Ph.  Neihysel Warder. 

J.  Peebles Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— E.  Geo.  De  Lap,  Wm.  H.  Watkins,  W. 
G.  Benbrook. 

Members— -T.  J.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  Henry  Clarke, 
A.  V.  Dayia,  Geo.  J.  Dicks,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Douglas,  F.  F.  Fowler, 
C.  F.  Farrar,  Thos.  Grafton,  E.  J.  Guice,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  James  Hardie, 
John  S.  Holt.  G.  St.  C.  Hussey,  Jos.  Hahn,  C.  S.  Kinney,  Wm.  Lowry,  R. 
F.  Learned,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  S.  A.  Mason,  T.  Quit.  Munce,  O.  S.  Miles,  S. 
McDowell,  Wm.  Noonan,  G.  B.  Rocca,  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  Sax.  H.  Shaw, 
F.  S.  Shaw,  C.  T.  Schwartz,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  A.  R.  Tvler,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  F. 
K.  Winchester,  Chas.  C.  Walden,  W.  Weir,  E.  L.  Whitney— Total,  54. 

Orders  Conferred— John  R.  Bledsoe,  C.  A.  Weinert,  S.  McDowell. 

DiMiTTED— C.  H.  Keim,  H.  A.  Garreti. 

Died— A.   H.  Kendrick,  Sept.    10,   1878;  John   R.    Bowie,  Lake  St. 
Joseph,  La.,  Sept.  25, 1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $70  00 


St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


H.  M.  Romberger,  P.  E.  c E.  C. 

J.  B.  Pate Gen'o. 

D.  R.  Wagner ; C.  G. 

T,  W,  AVliUsey,  p.  e.c Prelate. 

S,  B.  Brown. , S.  W. 

Joel  Croom J.  W. 


H.  E.  Wagner,  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

J.  B.  Coe* Recorder. 

W.  H.  Biles St.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Hudspeth Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Shackelford Warder. 

W.  F.  Palmore.... Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander.— C.  Montgomery. 
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Members.— J.  M.  Boon,  Dan  Fry,  H.  C.  Goode,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  Jno. 
Kirby,  Wm.  P.  Painter,  H.  Ray,  S.  M.  Thames,  T.J.  Weat,  M.  D.  Wilson, 
L.  R.  Wilson,  J.  H.  Wilson,  H.  White,  P.  D.  Woods,  J.  Y,  White,  E.  W. 
Smith.— Total  29. 

Orders  Conferred.— J.  F.  White,  Joel  Grooms,  Dan  Fry. 

Affiliated.— A.  L.  Guntharp,  W.  C.  Shackelford. 

Dimitted.— J.  K.  Fulson,  P.  K  C.  &  P.  G.  C,  G.  Burgland,  N.  W.  Burg- 
land,  M.  D.  T..  Stephens,  A.  B.  Fly. 

Died.— G.  A.  Sims,  March  26th,  1878,  J.  O.  Hendricks,  yellow  fever, 
September  28th,  1878,  Jno.  E.  Becton,  yellow  fever,  September  30th,  1878, 
D.  A.  Kinchloe,  September  9,  1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $44  00 

♦J.  B.  Coe,  R*»eorder  died  March  20th,  1879,  and  J.  M.  Boon  wa:j  uppointed  to 
fill  the  unexpired  terra. 


Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 — Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


Chas.  M.  Erwin E.  C. 

Frank  Hawkins..... Gen'o. 

D.  L.  Sweatman C.  G. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate. 

H.  P.  Turner S.  W. 

F.  M.  Shryock J.  W. 


W.  W.  Marshall .Treasurer. 

Geo.  A.  Spivey Recorder. 

C.  H.  Campbell St.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Bailey Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  H.  Walker Warder. 

John  Killingsworth v. .Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander. — J.  A.  Applewhite. 

Members. — C.  M.  Atkinson,  A.  M.  Barrington,  L.  Bailey,  J.  R.  Binford, 
V.  C.  Butt,  William  Cothran,  S.  N.  Ely,  W.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Y.  Marshall, 
J.  A.  Matthews,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  K.  D.  Palmer,  S.  R.  Sproles,  D.  D.  Wilkins. 
Total  14. 

Orders  Conferred.— V.  C.  Butt,  James  A.  Matthews.  . 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $37  00 


DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


B.  A.  Vaughn E.  C. 

J.  E.  Leigh Gen*o. 

R.  F.  Hudson C.  G. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  e,  g.  c Prelate. 

S.  C.  Munger S.  W. 

C.  R.  Tucker J.  W. 


C.  M.  Ottley. Treasurer. 

J.  W.  Soady Recorder. 

J.  H.  Stevens St.  Bearer. 

E.  T.  Sykes.. Sw.  Bearer. 

Thos.  Tracey Warder. 

D.  D.  L.  Quinn Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander. —C.  L.  Lincoln. 

Members.— A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  G.  A.  Evans,  John  Gilmer,  N. 
M,  Gooch,  L.  L.  Goodrich,  E.  F.  Kemp,  J.  P.  Krecker,  J.  B.  Linn,  H.  C. 
Long,  J.  H.  Lawrence,  R.  F.  Matthews,  W.  A.  Moore,  J.  A.  Martin,  H. 
Osborne,  W.  E.  Rodwell,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale.— Total  18. 

Orders  Conferred.— G.  A.  Evans,  N.-M.  Gooch,  J.  H.  Lawrence,  E. 
T.  Sykes. 

Died.— J.  H.  Fulgham,  June  5th,  1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery iol  00  ^ 
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Ivanhoe  Conmuuidery,  No.  10— Okoloxa,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Officers  foe  1879. 


E.  M.  Walker E.  C. 

J.  W.  Buchanan Gen'o. 

Frank  Burkitt C.  G. 

R.  B.  Brannin Prelate. 

A.  J.  McWilliams S.  W. 

M.  H.Mabry J.  W. 


W.  M.  Buchanan Treasurer. 

C.  C.  Ross ; Recorder. 

J.  A.  Bell Sr.  Bearer. 

E.  L.  Sykes S\v.  Bearer 

Jno.  McCurley Warder. 

J.  R.  Johnson Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander.— Jno.  S.  Cain,  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  W.  A. 
Bodenhamer,  A.  Babbitt. 

Members.— S.  H.  Berge,  J.  W.  Bowen,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  Thos.  E.  Can- 
non, A.  H.  French,  W.  H.  Gilmore,  W.  E.  Howard,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  H. 
W.  Hunter,  Allen  Landrum,  A.  J.  Moore,  J.  A.  Mooser,  H.  C.  Mendenhal, 
George  Murphv,  J.  P.  Porter,  S.  T.  Sykes,  J.  M.  Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  B.  S. 
Trice,  T.  W.  V^illiams,  H.  W.  Waldrop.— Total  21. 

Orders  Conferred. — H.  W.  Hunter,  Allen  Landrum,  M.  H.  Mabry, 
George  Murphy. 

DiMiTTED. — LfConidas  Collins. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues.— C.  N.  Simpson,  in  Lodge 
and  Chapter;  see  proceedings  1877,  W.  H.  D.  Crawford. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $58  00 


KoBciiiBko  Commandery,  No.  11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


A.  G.  Noah ; ...E.  C. 

James  Meggs Gen'o. 

Isaac  W.  ^rborough C.  G. 

M.  W.  Stephenson Prelate. 

J.  M.  Lewis,  p.  E.  c S.  W. 

David  Carr J.  W. 


Jno.  B.  Davis Treasurer. 

M.  A.   Clark Recorder. 

F.  M.  Glass St.  Bearer. 

Louis  Glazier Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  S.  Comfort Warder. 

D.  L.  Smythe Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— S.  C.  Conley,  W.  V.  Davis. 

Members— .r.  H.  Alexandei,  William  Allen,  John  C.  Ashley,  W.  W. 
Baccus,  Jas.  G.  Carlisle,  John  P.  Irving,  Jno.  C.  Lucas,  B.  B.  Lindsey,  A. 
W.  Mitchell,  Jas.  G.  Riley,  Jas.  D.  Rimmer,  S.  P.  Rimmer,  John  Riley, 
Jas.  G.  SalUs,  J.  F.  Short,  E.  F.  Shuler,  Jo.  M.  Thompson,  Jas.  N.  Taylor, 
L.  S.  Terry— Total,  33. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery.; $34  00 
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Canton  Commandery,  No*  12— Cantox,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesda^r  of  each  montb. 

Officers  for  1879. 


J.  W.  Yearffain E.  C. 

Wm.  Priestly Gen*o. 

A.  M.Gurley..... C.  G. 

Thos.  A.  Phillips Prelate. 

J.M.Mills S.  W. 

D.  B.  Harris J.  W. 


Jq  mes  H.  Lockett Treasurer. 

JohnT.  Cameron Recorder. 

John  Hart St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Day S\v.  Bearer. 

Warder. 


C.  Olsen Sentinel. 

Members — S.  A.  Arnold,   W.  D.  Ferris,  A.  J.  Guice,  N.  K.  Gross,  Jas. 
Newbaker,  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  J.  J.  Richards— Total,  18. 

Died— B.  C.  Gough,  1878. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 818  00 


Coenr  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13— Port  Gibson,  Claiborne 

County. 

Regular  Conclave^*,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


J.  H.  Gordon E.  C. 

F.  H.  Foote Gen*o. 

Wm.  Brown,  Jr C.  G. 

J.  A.  B.Jones Prelate. 

N.S.  Walker,  p.  e.  c S.  W. 

W.  E.  Foote J.  W. 


Jno.  G;  Jones Treasurer. 

W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

J.  W.  Andrews St  Bearer. 

A.  Sager Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  K.  Burnet Warder. 

J.  V.  McPherson Sentinel. 


Members— J.  C.  Bertron,  W.  B.  Lewis,  E.  H.  Mounger,  R.  A.  Owen,  E. 
F.  Price,  Stephen  Thrasher— Total,  18. 

Affiliated— R.  A.  Owen. 
Died— C.  H.  Barrot,  September  11th,  1878. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00 


Mary  Oonmiandery,  No.  14— Corinth,  Alcorn  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Second  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


F.  E.  Whitfield,  Jr E.  C. 

A.  J.  Morgan Gen'o. 

R.M.  Young,  P.  E.  c C.  G. 

8.  L  Paine Prelate. 

T.  P.  Young,  Jr S.  W. 

A.  J.  Yancey J.  W, 


L.  M.  New Treasurer. 

R.  V.  Manston Recorder. 

D.  L.  James St.  Bearer. 

James  McAmis Sw.  Bearer^ 

P.  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  c Warder. 

John  Butler Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander— J.  M.  Stone. 
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Members— J.  J.  Alexander,  R.  H.  Allen,  W.  D.  Davis,  J.  L.  Finley,  K 
J.  Fleming,*  Wm.  Gilbert.  R.  A.  Hardin,  E.  J.  Hostetter,  T^M.  Miller, 

B.  A.  P.  Selman,  H.  C.  Smith— Total,  24. 
DiMiTTED— B.  Quinn. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — J.  P.  Collier,  A.  J.  Cochran, 

C.  P.  Elgin,  J.  C.  Lowe,  J.  N.  Whitesides,  S.  L.  Rodgera. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $24  00 

♦Died  February  2d,  1879. 


Grenada  Commandery,   No.  15— Grenada,    Grenada   County. 

Regular  Conclave,  Ist  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1879. 


W.  P.Towler E.  C. 

G.  Y.  Freeman Gen*o. 

C.  A.  Pardue C.  G. 

R.  A.  Armistead Prelate. 

R.  P.  Lake S.  W. 

J.  L.  Collins J.  W. 


John  George Treasurer. 

B.  F.  Thomas Recorder. 

L.  R.  Turner St.  Bearer. 

R.  N.  Owens Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  Highgate Warder. 

J.  J.  Slack Sentinel. 


Members— W.  C.  Chamberlain,  S.  H.  Green,  J.  H.  Howie,  Wm.  Mc- 
Swine— Total,  16. 

Orders  Conferred— J.  J.  Slack. 

DiMiTTED— A.  L.  Guntharp,  W.  C.  Shackleford. 

Died- A.  P.  Saunder.*,  August  28,  1878;  O.  B.  Rollins,  September  9, 
1878;  W.  C.  Eskridge,  August  15,  1878. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery .• $21  00 


STATISTICAL    SUMMARY. 


Number  of  Commanderies 14 

Knighted  during  year 26 

Affiliated .'. 5 

Reinstated , 1 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 3 

Dimitted 11 

Died,  in  1878— affiliated,  (21  of  yellow  fever.) 86 

Total  Membership,  December  27,  1878 447 

Total  dues  to  Grand  Commandery 8584  00 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 


"  They  need  no  tears  wbo  lived  a  noble  life, 
We  will  not  weep  for  those  who  died  so  well, 
But  we  will  gather 'round  the  hearth  and  tell 
The  storv  of  their  strife. 

Such  homage  suits  them  well ; 

Better  than  funeral  pomp  or  passing  bell.** 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OP 

WM.  A.  FAIRCHILD, 

GRAND  COMMANDER, 


fe 
^ 


BORN  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 
JUL?  14th,  1838. 

DIED  IN  THE  CITY  OF  VICKSBURG,  . 

September  20th,  1878. 


'  Faithful  unto  Death,  he  has  gained  a  Crownof  Life," 


B 


..mllllillllj 

'""lllllinihii 


"'liiiiiii.- 


i''r''riiitiiiiir!lilirtri-i'--'''ii'''ii' 


TO  THE  MEMORY  OP 

HARVEY    W.    WALTER, 

GRAND  CAPTAIN  GENERAL, 

less.    • 


**  As  a  man,  and  as  a  Mason,  he  ever  squared  his  actions 
by  the  teachings  of  Divine  Revelation,  and  ever  con- 
sulted the  Great  Masonic  Trcstk  Hoard  in  all  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-iiianJ^ 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

AVERY  P.  SAUNDERS, 

GRAND  CAPTAIN  GENERAL, 
IST'O- 


DIED  AT  GRENADA, 
September  19,  1878. 


"  To  HS  there  is  only  a  memory,  but  to  him,  having  bornt 
the  cross,  there  is  given  a.  crown  of  eternal  lire." 


j^ 


-ff— -  -- 


Tzn^.-TT 


;;itiJii,k| , 

,  nr:% ''ite 


5Jji|i[ij|jl|]W'f 


—   ii'  nii'jitt,  J 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


^^^SEL  H.  KENDRICK, 

GRAND  SENIOR  WARDEN, 

isee. 


A  Faithful  Member  of  Rosalie  Gommandery,  No.  5. 


Died  September  lO,  1878 


» 


An  intelligent  and  zealous  Templar  has  sheathed  his  sword, 
and  gone  to  receive  the  crown  of  eternal  life,^ 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF, 
GJ^ANn  /UNI OR   WARDEN, 


"> 


DIED   AT  HOLLY  SPRINGS, 
August  13ih.  1878. 


immamuunna 


*  *  The  fittest  lime  for  man  to  die 
Is  when  he  dies  for  man.'" 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OP 

W^M.    A,    McMILLION, 

GRAND  STANDARD  BEARER, 

1  e  e  9  , 


A  Member  of  Lexington  CommandBry,  No,  3. 


Died  at  Groiiada,  k^x^%i  UUi,  1S7S, 
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"And  to  those.  ihu$  specially  mentioned,  must  be  added  the 
long,  long  list  of  others  fallen.  In  the  Order,  their's  the  pri- 
vate station,  hut,  in  the  time  of  trouble  and  disaster,  their* s  the 
post  of  duty  and  danger.  They  realized  the  weiaht  and  re- 
sjDonnbUity  of  their  Templar  vows.  They  gave  their  lives  at 
auty*s  call.  And  we  may  well  believe  have  received  the  plaudit, 
*  well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  thou  into  the  joys 
of  thy  Lord:** 


D.  W.  Jones,  Mississippi,  No.  1 Aug.  19, 1878. 

George  S.  Yergeb,  Mississippi,  No.  1.....0ct.  14, 1878. 

Wm.  M.  Compton,  Mississippi,  No.  1 Oct,  3, 1878. 

Frank  Howard,  Magnolia,  No.  2 1878. 

Thurston  J.  Thompson,  Magnolia,  No.  2.Aug.  10, 1878. 

Chas.  H.  Nathan,  Magnolia,  No.  2 Sept.  2, 1878. 

Wm.  E.  Monette,  Magnolia,  No.  2 Nov.  7, 1878. 

Howard  Falconer,  Holly  Springs,  No.  4.Sept.  20,  *78. 
Thos.  a.  Falconer,  Holly  Springs,  No.  4.Sept.  9, 1878. 
Hugh  WiNBORN,  Holly  Springs,  No.  4...Sept.  21, 1878. 
R.  W.  McClain,  Holly  Springs,  No.  4.. ..Sept.  4, 1873. 

U.  H.  Ross,  Holly  Spring8,No.  4 Sept.  9,  1878. 

John  R.  Bowie,  Rosalie,  No,  5 Sept.  25, 1878. 

G.  A.  Sims,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6 March  26, 1878. 

J.  O.  Hendricks,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6 Sept.  28, 1878. 

Jno.  E.  Becton,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6 Sept.  30,  1878. 

D.  A.  KiNCHLOE,  St.  Cyr,  No.  6 .*. Sept.  9, 1878. 

J.  H.  FuLGHAM,  DeMolay,  No.  8 June  6,  1878. 

B.  C.  GoUGH,  Canton,  No.  12 1878. 

Claude  H.  BARROT,Cceur  de  Lion,No.  13.Sept.  11, 1878. 

W.  C.  EsKRiDGE,  Grenada,  No.  14 Aug.  15,  1878. 

O.  B.  Rollins,  Grenada,  No.  14 Sept.  9,  1878. 
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REPORT   ON 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  have  received,  examined, 
and  briefly  noted  the  proceedings  that  have  been  received. 

ALABAMA,  1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  the  city  of  Eufiiula,  May 
15tb.    Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Gilbert  Smith,  Grand  Commander. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  confined,  principally,  to  local 
matters,  and  an  earnest  exhortation  to  our  Alabama  fraters  to  awake  to  the 
necessity  of  a  more  zealous  support  of,  and  conformity  to  the  sacred  teach- 
ings and  principles  of  the  Order.  To  this  we  say.  Amen,  He  pays  a  fit- 
ting and  feeling  tribute  to  the  knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  other  juris- 
dictions. 

The  Grand  Captain  General  submitted  a  short  report  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  Alabama  in  the  Triennial  at  Cleveland. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Daniel  Say  re,  as  usual,  and  is 
good  reading,  although  he  is  decidedly  heretical  in  some  of  his  notions; 
that  is,  if  we  are  orthodox.  He  wades  into  Sir  Wiggin,  of  California,  for 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  day  will  soon  come  when  the  Council  degrees 
will  be  relegated  to  the  Chapter,  where  they  belong ;  in  which  hope  we 
concur.  Our  own  State  has  already  taken  such  action,  and  "we  still  live," 
and  the  Council  degrees  are  about  as  lively  as  ever,  too. 

Sir  Wm.  S.  Foster,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  as  usual. 

ARKANSAS,   i877-'78. 

The  Grand  Conclave  met  in  Little  Rock,  January  8th.  Present :  Sir  E 
H.  English,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  VV.  Kison,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  the  Representatives  of  four  subordinates.  The  proceedings  of  1877  and 
1878,  are  both  contained  in  a  pamphlet  of  twenty-one  pages.  Owing  to  the 
fact  the  treasury  was  empty  in  1877,  Grand  Commander  English  did  not 
submit  a  report,  as,  for  the  above  reason,  it  could  not  be  P^^^^^^^d.    Hi^ 
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Address  in  1878,  is  the  shortest  we  have  ever  seen,  and  is  entirely  local  in 
its  references,  except  his  feeling  allusion  to  the  decease  of  Sir  A.  J. 
Wheeler,  and  others.  No  report  on  Correspondence.  Sir  James  H.  Van 
Hoose,  elected  Grand  Commander. 

CALIFORNIA,     1878. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
April  12th.  Present :  Sir  H.  F.  Grave?,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  F. 
H.  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder,  pro  tern,  A  large  delegation  of  Past  Grand 
Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  twelve  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  the  Order  in  a  flourishing  and  peaceful 
condition.  The  burden  of  his  Address  is  made  up  of  matters  connected 
with  the  Ritual.  Uniformity  in  the  Ritual  in  all  the  States  is  extremely 
desirable,  and  the  only  way  to  attain  it,  is  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  but  we  see  nothing  in  the  past  to  justify  the  hope 
of  relief  from  that  source. 

Sir  H.  T.Graves,  re-elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thomas  H.  Cas- 
well, Grand  Recorder. 

CANADA,      1878. 

The  Third  Annual  Assembly  of  the  National  Great  Priory  of  Canada, 
of  the  United  Religious  and  Military  Order  ot  the  Temple  and  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem,  Palestine,  Rhodes  and  Maltc,  was  held  in  the  city  of 
Montreal,  11th  October.  Present:  V.  H.  and  E.  Sir  Kt.  Col  \V.  J.  B. 
Macleod  Moore,  Grand  Cross  of  the  Temple,  Great  Prior  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  on  the  Throne,  the  Provincial  Priors  of  Quebec,  Ontario,  and 
New  Brunswick,  and  Representatives  from  most  of.  the  Subordinates;  V.\ 
E.*.  Sir  Kt.  Daniel  Spry,  Grand  Chancellor. 

The  Address  of  the  Great  Prior  is  an  able  document,  full  of  useful  in- 
formation, instruction,  and  wise  suggestions.  Much  of  it  we  would  like  to 
copy  for  your  information,  but  as  this  Report  had  been  extended  beyond 
all  warrantable  grounds  before  the  Proceedings  of  Canada  were  received, 
we  must  forbear. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  George  H.  F.  Dartnell,  in  which 
the  doings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies  received  courteous  notice,  Missis- 
sippi for  1878,  included.  In  closing  his  notice  of  Mississippi,  he  says: 
"Canada  receives  no  mention."  Which  seeming  neglect  we  hasten  to 
explain  by  saying  that  the  Canada  pamphlet  did  not  reach  us  until  our 
Report  was  made  up  and  ready  for  presentation,  and  we  were  too  lazy  to 
re-open  it.  We  beg  to  assure  Sir  Dartnell  of  our  high  appreciation  of  our 
Canada  fraters,  with  whom  we  find  no  fault,  except  their  inordinate  prodi- 
gality in  the  matter  of  titles. 

We  trust  that  he  will  excuse  us  for  suggesting  that  while  ours  is  osten- 
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sibly  a  military  Order,  yet  the  titles  of  "  061.,''  "  Major,"  "  Captain." 
"Lord,"  "Baron,"  etc.,  are  out  of  place  in  Templar  or  Masonic  docu- 
ments. It  sayors  too  much  of  caste  in  an  institution  in  the  assemblies  of 
which  its  members  are  popularly  supposed  to  meet  on  the  level.  How- 
ever, "every  one  to  his  taste,"  as  the  old  lady  feelingly  remarked  when  she 
kissed  her  cow. 
Grand  Prior  and  Grand  Chancellor,  continued. 

COLORADO,     1878. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  in  the  city  of  Denver,  September  20th, 
R.  E.  Sir  W.  D.  Anthony,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  All  the  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  contains  nothing  of  interest  to  the 
general  reader.  He  opens  with  an  eloquent  and  earnest  exhortation  to 
the  Sir  Knights,  and  closes  with  fraternal  and  sympathetic  reference  to 
the  suflferings  in  our  State  and  the  South  during  the  prevalence  of  the  re- 
cent epidemic.  From  Maine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  from  ocean  to  ocean 
and  continent  to  continent,  the  feelings  of  humanity  were  stirred  to  their 
profoundest  depths  by  the  wail  of  woe  that  went  up  from  our  stricken 
land.    May  the  good  God  reward  our  friends  a  hundred  fold  I 

Sir  J.  W.  Stanton,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  continued. 

CONNECTICUT,     1878. 

The  Regular  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  the  city  of  New  London, 
March  19;  Sir  W.  H.  Lewis,  Grand  Commander.  All  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short,  but  well-written,  and 
readable  paper.  He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

Sir  Jno.  W.  Stedman  presented  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  Mississippi,  for  1877,  receives  courteous  notice.  Referring  to 
Sir  Power's  Report  of  that  year,  he  says : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Grand  Recorder  Power,  who  is  paid 
for  his  services  in  this  work  by  the  honor  of  it,  which  is  a  considerable  in 
his  case.  He  assumes  the  Yankee  right  to  "  guess"  why  our  Report  two 
years  ago,  was  brief,  but  gives  no  intimation  of  the  result  of  his  guessing. 
His  comments  on  each  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  as  he  passes  them  in 
review,  are  cheery  and  in  good  taste. 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Carter,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder,  con- 
tinued. 

ILLINOIS,     1878. 

The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Chicago  Oct.  22d, 
1878.    Present:    R.-.  E.-.  Sir  John  F.  Nash,  Grand  Commander.    Thej 
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Representatives  of  forty-eight  Sabordiiiate  Commanderies  in  attendance. 

Grand  Master  Hurlbut  being  in  waiting,  was  received  with  that  cour- 
tesy and  consideration  dqe  him  as  a  gentlemiin  and  as  the  head  of  the 
Ordi^r.  Responding  to  the  address  of  welcome  from  the  Grand  Com" 
mander,  he  touchingly  alluded  to  the  sufferings  of  our  people,  caused  by 
the  pestilence,  and  added :  '^  It  must  be  a  mournful  pleasure  to  us  all  to 
know  that  this  cry  of  the  needy,  the  suffering,  the  dying,  coming  up  like 
a  sad  litany  of  human  soirow  from  the  plague-stricken  portion  of  our 
land,  has  been  answered  by  such  unbounded  sympathy,  and  that  unstinted 
charity  has  flowed  like  a  mighty  river  for  their  relief." 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  quite  a  lengthy,  but  a  very  sound, 
practical  and  interesting  paper.  Referring  to  the  necessity  of  a  strict 
guard  ct  the  entrance  of  the  Order,  and  discussing  the  qualifications  of 
candidates,  he  says : 

If  a  man  is  habitually  profane,  he  admits  that  he  has  so  poor  a  use  of 
language  as  to  be  ufiable  to  properly  expres:*  himself  among  gentlemen. 
If  he  is  intemperate,  he  acknowledges  that  his  appetite  governs  his  judg- 
ment. If  he  indulges  in  licentious  practices,  he  also  further  admits  that 
he  is  unfit  to  associate  with  cultivated  and  refined  people.  Not  only  should 
the  Templar  be  moral  in  his  character  and  renned  in  his  habits  and 
thoughts,  but  he  should,  also,  be  a  man  of  culture.  He  should  never 
forget  that  Masonry  not  only  teaches  the  practice  of  the  cardinal  virtues, 
but  the  necessity  of  cultivating  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences. 

All  of  which  we  most  heartily  endorse. 

Referring  to  the  then  prevailing  epidemic  in  the  South,  he  says : 

Only  one  bright  ray  pierces  the  dark  gloom,  and  spreads  a  halo  of  glory 
over  our  common  humanity.  It  is  the  unrivaled  generosity  of  a  whole 
nation  in  sending  their  sympathy  and  material  aid  to  the  destitute  and 
distressed,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  members  of  our  Order 
have  not  been  found  wanting  in  deeds  of  knightly  charity. 

Much  space  is  taken  up  in  the  Address  in  discussing  the  power  of  Grand 
Comraanderies  to  adopt  a  uniform  Code  of  By-Laws  for  Subordinates.  It 
seems  that  the  Grand  Commandery  had  adopted  such  a  Code,  and  some  of 
the  Commanderies  courteously  but  firmly  declined  to  accept  it.  Where- 
upon the  Grand  Commander  issued  a  peremptory  order  requiring  its  adop- 
tion by  every  Subordinate.  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  to  prescribe  a  code  of  By-Laws  for  its  Subordinates,  but  we 
deny  the  right  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  Grand  Master  or  any  other 
person,  save  as  above  mentioned,  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

The  status  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  to  whose  advancement  objection  is 
made,  seems  also  to  be  troubling  our  Illinois -fratres.  Common  sense  and 
common  justice  would  decide  that  an  objection  to  a  Red  Cros3  Knight 
should  be  required  to  be  made  in  the  nature  of  charges,  and  he  be  permit- 
ted to  answer  for  himself;  but  the  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Encammeftt  say  that 
such  objection  kills  him  deader  than  Hector,  and  picks  his  pocket,  besides. 
Touching  this  matter  Grand  Commander  Nash  says : 

"But  should  he  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  elected  and  receive  the  Orderi 
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of  Bed  Cross,  and  his  further  advaDce  barred  by  an  objecting  Sir  Knight, 
he  is  not  only  placed  in  the  predicament  of  being  unable  to  advance  or 
recede,  but  he  sees  then^oney  which  he  has  already  paid  confiscated  by  an 
Order  claiming  to  be  magnanimous,  and  yet  refuses  him  a  chance  to  be 
heard." 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  T.  T.  Gurney,  and  is  first-class  in 
every  respect,  save,  and  except,  some  few  little  heretical  notions  about  par- 
ades on  National  days,  and  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Encampment.  The  report 
stamps  its  author  as  a  clear  and  ready  writer,  and  there  are  many  things  in 
it  which  we  would  like  to  copy.  He  gives  Mississippi  a  pleasant  and  kindly 
notice. 

R.\  E.-.  Sir  Robert  L.  McKinley,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  continued. 

INDIANA,   1878. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis, 
April  30th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir  Aug.  D.  Lynch,  Grand  Commander,  all 
the  other  Grand  Officers,  and  the  Representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  twenty-seven  in  number. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  short,  but  well  written,  and 
confined  to  local  matters. 

The  following  shows  him  to  have  a  proper  conception  of  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  Order,  also  his  soundness  on  questionnof  propriety  and  com- 
mon sense : 

\  declined  to  grant  permission  to  Warsaw  Commandery  No.  10,  and 
Muncie  Commandery  >io.  18,  and  other  Commanderies,  to  appear  in  public 
on  "  Decoration  Day,"  May  30,  1877.  While  it  is  the  duty  of  every  pat- 
riot to  honor  and  sacredly  revere  the  memory  of  the  gallant  dead,  and  ever 
keep  fresh  their  heroic  deeds,  their  sacrifices  and  their  death  (all  of  which 
should  be  Enshrined  in  our  heart  of  hearts,)  yet  it  is  not  deemed  an  occa- 
sion when  an  Order  like  ours  should  appear  in  public  for  display  and  ap- 
plause. 

His  decisions  are  sound,  and  in  accordance  with  the  law.  He  reports  the 
Order  in  a  healthy  and  growing  state  in  Indiana;  over  $2,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury. 

A  resolution  was  offered  prohibiting  the  use  of  wine  or  intoxicating  li- 
.  quors  of  any  kind  in  any  way  in  connection  with  any  banquet  given  or 
participated  in  by  any  Commandery  in  that  Jurisdiction,  which  should 
have  been  adopted  at  once  and  unanimously,  but,  instead,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Law,  etc.,  who  reported  that:  *'It  is  of  doubtful  pro- 
priety, not  to  say  authority,  for  this  Grand  Commandery  to  dictate  what 
our  Sir  Knights  shall  eat,  or  what  they  shall  drink,  at  their  banquets,  and 
social  festivals,  further  than  to  avoid  excess." 

Neither  wines  nor  intoxicating  drinks  of  any  kind  have  any  business  in  a 
Masonic  Hall  of  any  sort,  and  especially  in  an  Asylum  of  Templars.  Every 
principle  and  tenet  of  the  Order  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  their  use,  and 
they  should  be  eternally  banished  from  all  Masonic  or  Templai^itectaki 
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ments ;  and  their  excesvive  use  should  certftinly  expel  a  member.  Intem- 
perance and  Christianity  haye  nothing  in  common,  and  the  sooner  Templars 
realize  this  fact  and  act  accordingly,  the  better. 

Sir  Charles  Craft,  Past  Grand  Commander,  submitted  the  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, reviewing  the  proceedings  of  twenty-six  Qrand  Bodies,  Mis- 
sissippi for  1878,  included.    The  Report  is  first-class  in  every  respect 

Sir  Alexander  Thomas,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder, 
and  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  continued. 

IOWA,   1878. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  Marshalltown,  October  17.  Pres- 
ent :  Sir  Frank  W.  Angell,  V.\  E.'.  Dep.  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  the 
representatives  from  twenty  Subordinate  Commanderies  in  attendance* 
Grand  Commander  Sir  George  B.  Van  Saun  being  prevented  from  attend- 
ing by  a  severe  accident,  the  Grand  Recorder  read  his  address.  We  copy 
as  follows  from  under  the  head  of  "Obituary :" 

On  the  20th  of  September,  Sir  William  A.  Fairchild,  Past  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Commander^  of  Mississippi,  and  our  representative 
near  that  Grand  Body,  while  at  his  post  of  duty,  caring  for  the  sick  and 
dying  at  Vicksburg,  became  himself  a  victim  to  that  dreadful  scourge,  the 
YcUow  fever.  Truly,  a  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knight  has  fallen.  In  a 
letter  written  to  Past  Grand  Commander  Parish,  during  the  first  of  the 
epidemic,  he  writes:  "I  shall  stay  here  and  do  what  seems  to  be  my  duty. 
If  I  fall  in  performance  thereof,  I  know  that  he  who  may  be  my  successor 
as  Grand  Representative  of  Iowa,  will  not  more  highly  appreciate  it  than 
mysell."  As  our  representative,  it  will  be  fitting  that  appropriate  tribute 
be  paid  to  his  memory. 

He  granted  dispensations  for  three  new  Commanderies.  He  was,  also, 
guilty  of  the  heresy  of  granting  dispensations  to  several  of  his  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies  to  parade  on  Decoration  Days,  and  to  one  to  show  its 
good  clothes,  feathers  and  lack  of  appreciation  for  the  teachings  and  tra- 
ditions of  Masonry  by  strutting  around  in  honor  of  the  "glorious  4th." 
In  extenuation  of  his  action  in  this  regard,  he  says: 

Some  may  question  the  propriety  of  issuing  dispensations  to  our  subor" 
dinates  thus  freely  upon  such  occasions  as  the  last  few  stated  above.  For 
myself,  after  a  fair  and  candid  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  concluded 
that  I  could  not  consistently  withhold  granting  the  same  where  the  object 
was  of  a  religious  or  even  patriotic  character.  It  seems  to  be  a  sort  of 
original  principle  in  associated  bodies  of  men  to  display  some  symbol,  or 
distinctive  bauge,  by  v/bieh  they  may  be  known  and  separated  from  the 
rest  of  their  fellowmen.  So  it  is  with  us,  particularly;  and  when  we  appear 
in  public  on  occasions  like  that  in  question,  it  has  a  tendency  to  elevate 
ana  ennoble  those  participating.  To  develop  that  innate  feeling  of  love  for 
knowledge,  morality,  religion  and  patriotism,  or  love  of  country,  should  be 
our  constant  study  and  delight,  as  they  are  the  bulwark  of  our  safety. 

To  which  we  respond  with  all  due  respect  and  courtesy,  that  there  is  no 
degree  of  propriety  in  allowing  Templars,  or  Masonsof  any  grade,  to  appear 
in  public  as  such,  on  any  occasion  not  strictly  Masonic. 

We  claim  the  possession  of  as  high  an  appreciation  of  the  merits  andj 
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memoiy  of  the  patriotic  dead,  as  a^y  citizen  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  we, 
also,  claim  to  be  actuated  by  a  patriotism,  a  love,  and  veneration  for  onr 
country,  its  government,  and  its  traditions,  as  pure  as  has  ever  stirred  the 
hearts  of  our  Iowa  Fraters;  but^  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  again,  solemn- 
ly, protest  against  allowing  Templar  Masonry  to  be  prostituted  to  the  level 
of  a  political  organization.  The  perpetuity  of  our  form  of  government, 
depends  entirely  upon  the  morality  and  virtue  of  the  people,  and  we  fail  to 
see  anything  in  the  parading  of  n  body  of  men,  armed  with  swordd,  which 
in  their  hands  would,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  every  hundred,  excite 
more  terror  and  dismay  in  the  hearts  of  those  of  their  friends  who  chanced 
to  be  near  them,  than  in  those  of  their  foes;  we  say,  we  can  perceive  noth- 
ing in  all  this  calculated  to  promote  either  of  the  two  virtues  named 
above.  We  fail,  also,  to  see  the  elevating  and  ennobling  features  of  a  pub- 
lic display  of  the  gaudy  uniform  of  the  Order  on  occasions  of  the  kind 
referred  to  especially,  and  we  feel  sure  that  in  a  majority  of  instances  the 
desire  to  parade  is  bom  of  a  wish  to  show  off,  and  excite  the  admiration  of 
a  gaping  crowd.  The  religion  which  the  Order  is  said  to  have  been  organ- 
ized to  defend,  and  which  is,  also,  claimed  as  the  basis  upon  which  the 
institution  re»t8,  is,  if  we  rightly  understand  it,  directly  and  emphatically 
opposed  to  the  pomp  and  vanities  of  the  world,  as  tending  to  quench  the 
spirit  of  meekness  and  humility  which  are  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
soldiers  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  To  say  that  there  is  any  patriotic  or  chris- 
tian motive  in  the  desire  for  these  parades,  is  simply  absurd.  Take  away 
the  brilliant  uniform  and  substitute  for  it  the  garb  of  poverty  and  humili- 
ty, and  you  will  never  be  troubled  with  requests  for  permission  to  parade. 
So  long  as  Gr^d  Commanders  will  continue  these  practices,  it  will  be  betr 
ter  for  them  to  say  in  reporting  them  that  "it  gave  the  boys  an  opportunity 
to  cut  a  swell,  and  hence  we  granted  the  dispensation."  This  form,  while 
it  is  minus  the  "elevating  and  ennobling"  clause,  does  not  stretch  the  truth 
to  such  an  unwarrantable  extent  as  the  one  usually  used. 

As  a  whole,  the  Address  is  a  most  excellent  one,  and  there  are  many 
things  in  it  which  we  would  like  to  copy,  but  our  space  is  limited,  and  we 
must  forbear. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  Report  of  Grand  Recorder  Langridge, 
who,  in  common  with  all  our  fraters  of  Iowa  will  please  accept  our  grateful 
thanks  for  the  timely  aid  afiorded  us  in  our  hour  of  sorrow,  suffering,  sad- 
ness, and  woe.    May  God  cewaM  them: 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  both  through  its  Grand  Re- 
corder and  Sir  Knight  Wm.  A.  Fairchild,  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  our 
Representative  near  it,  having  ai>pealed  to  this  Grand  Commandery  for 
assistance  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  those  suffering  from  the  yellow 
fever  plague  of  the  present  season,  the  Grand  Commander,  through  my 
office,  issued  a  circular,  inviting  the  Commanderies  of  this  jurisdiction  to 
contribute  to  their  necessities,  and  advising  them  to  remit  their  offerings 
either  through  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Recorder  or  directly  to  Grand  Re- 
corder J.  L.  Power,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi.  In  response  to  this,  the 
Kniffhts  and  Masons  of  all  ranks  in  several  places  contributed  liberally^ T^ 
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and,  in  order  to  save  time,  wisely  forwarded  their  contributions  either  to 
Grand  Recorder  Power  or  to  Grand  Representative  Fairchild  direct.  Of 
the  amount  thus  contributed  I  have  had  no  definite  statement,  as,  in  reply 
to  the  circular  sent,  notices  were,  in  some  instanced,  returned,  of  consider- 
able sums  having  been  forwarded,  and  that  collections  were  still  being 
made,  and  that  further  sums  would  be  forwarded,  of  which  I  have  had  no 
notice. 

We  find  the  following  at  the  close  of  the  minutes,  which  we  take  a  mel- 
ancholy pleasure  in  copying  herein  : 

SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY 

—  OF  — 

SIR  KNIGHT  WILLIAM  A.  FAIRCHILD, 

PAST  GRAND  COMMANDBR   OF   THE  GRAND   COMM ANDERY   Of 

MISSISSIPPI,  AND    RKPRBSBNTATIVI   OF  TBE  GRAND 

COMMANDBRY  OF  IOWA,  NEAR  THAT  GRAND  BODY, 

Who  died  of  Yelhnv  Fetter  in  Vicksburg,  3liss,, 
September  20M,   1878. 


**Qrtat«r  lovt  hath    no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay   down 
hit  lifa    for  hit  friondt." 


The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  W.  B.  Landridge,  Grand  Re- 
corder, in  which  he  passes  upon  the  doings  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Com- 
manderies;  Mississippi  for  1878,  receiving  due  attention.  The  report  is 
an  exceedingly  good  one,  and  contains  a  thousand  things  which  we  would 
like  to  copy,  but  we  canrioL 

Referring  to  our  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and 
noting  ourdislike  to  the  usurping  tendency  of  that  concern,  he  says : 

The  truth  is,  the  central  body  is  encroaching  so  steadily  and  so  rapidly 
on  the  rights  of  the  State  bodies  and  their  subordinates,  that  it  is  gradually 
but  surely  bringing  about  its  own  dissolution — or  theirs. 

Sir  Langridge  thus  appropriately  closes  his  review  of  Mississippi  : 
Sihce  we  sent  the  foreging  to  the  printer,  we  have  received  the  sad  news 
of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Fairchild,  by  the  dreadful  epi- 
demic which  has  so  scourged  the  Southern  States.  He,  with  other  noble 
spirits,  has  fallen  at  the  post  of  duty,  laboring  unselfishly  in  the  cause  of 
humanity,  '^not  counting  his  life  dear  unto  him,  that  he  mieht  finish  his 
course  with  joy."  We  sorrow  with  his  relatives  and  his  brethren  over  his 
untimely  end,  but  rejoice  that  he  died  so  nobly.  Such  as  he,  will  always 
be  revered  among  meu  as  the  true  ho  roes  of  the  race.  Their  monuments 
will  live  in  the  breasts  of  a  grateful  people,  and  their  names  will  be  the 
watchword  of  human  advancement.     Peace  to  his  ashes.    Haste  the  day j 
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when  we  may  learn  enough  of  nature's  8ecret8  to  stay  the  pestilence,  and 
save  for  human  welfare  these  noble  lives. 
Sir  Frank  Neely,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder,  continued. 

KANSAS,     1878. 

The  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  May  14th. 
Present:  R.  E.  Sir  O.  A.  Bossett,  Grand  Commander ;  all  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  has  discovered  that  the  world  at  large,  and  our 
Order  also,  are  governed  too  much  ;  that  no  one  would  be  worse  off,  but 
the  reverse,  if  we  acquainted  ourselves  with  the  laws  already  on  our 
Statute  Books,  gave  them  their  proper  application,  and  made  no  more  until 
we  knew  whether  the  present  ones  are  good,  bad  or  indifferent.  If  the 
officers  of  our  Commanderies  paid  more  attention  to  the  real  duties  of  their 
positions  and  less  to  "buncombe,''  the  Order  would  profit  thereby. 

The  Subordinate  Commanderies  presented  the  Grand  Commandery  with 
an  elegant  banner,  which  was  presented  during  the  session,  with  beautiful 
and  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  following  action  was  had : 

Sir  Sheldon  presented  the  following  resolution,  which,  on  motion,  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  : 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  engaging  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors, as  a  beverage,  is  unknightly,  and  contrary  to  the  sublime  teachings 
of  our  Christian  Order  of  Knighthood,  and  is  so  far  to  be  deprecated  that 
each  Subordinate  Commandery  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  purge  itself  of  all  such  grievous  offenders. 

There  is  but  little  difference,  in  point  of  morality,  between  the  seller  and 
the  buyer  of  liquid  damnation,  and  we  suggest  to  our  Kansas  brothers 
that,  after  they  have  purged  the  Order  in  that  State  from  the  sellers,  they 
then  take  a  little  physic  for  the  benefit  of  the  drinkers.  The  claims  of 
the  Order  to  a  pure  morality  and  a  desire  to  promote  the  principles,  and 
extend  the  sway  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  will  never  be  respected  by  the 
world  at  large,  so  long  as  she  retains  in  her  fojd  the  habitual  drunkard  and 
profane  swearer. 

Sir  B.  J.  F.  Haunah,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  continued. 

KENTUCKY,     1878. 

The  Thirty-First  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  town  of  Danville,  May 
8th.  Present:  Sir  Jacob  Swigert,  Grand  Commander;  SirL.  D.  Cronin- 
ger.  Grand  Recorder;  Representatives  of  seventeen  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies in  attendance. 

Subsequent  to  the  ifistallation  of  the  Grand  Officers,  which  took  place  in 
public,  and  about  the  events  of  which  Sir  Croninger  makes  use  of  some 
strong  adjectives,  a  banner  presentation  took  place,  which  is  thus  graph- 
ically described  by  Sir  Croninger :  ^  j 
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Asain  were  our  ears  regaled  with  the  choicest  strains  of  Eichhom's 
Band,  after  which,  Miss  Lollie  Ryan,  of  LouisviiLe,  was  conducted  to  the 
stage  by  Bey.  Sir  Knight  Pugh,  who  presented  her  to  Bight  Eminent  Sir 
Knight  W.  LaBue  Thomas,  to  whom  she  remarked  that  she  wished  to 
present  to  Byan  Commandery,  No.  17,  a  banner.  The  announcement  was 
not  more  agreeable  than  its  reception  was  cordial.  The  Grand  Commander 
received  the  ''  rare  and  radient  maiden''  with  that  unaffected  grace  for 
which  he  is  distinguished,  and  turning  toBev.  Sir  Knight  John  B.  Deer- 
ing,  Prelate  of  Byan  Commandery,  No.  17,  introduced  liim  to  her;  where- 
upon Miss  Byan  made  a  speech,  so  simple,  chaste,  touching  and  benefittins: 
that  it  can  be  no  better  described  than  in  the  one  word— inimiVo^^.  Her 
rich,  becoming  dress  and  modest  ornaments,  her  sweet  face  and  soft,  charm- 
ing voice,  together  with  the  complimentary  words  in  which  she  tendered 
the  standard  under  whose  glittering,  silken  folds  she  stood,  '*  a  maid  that 
paragons  description,"  moved  every  knightly  heart. 

Sir  Knight  Deering,  on  behalf  of  Byan  dommandery,  responded  as  best 
he  could ;  out  to  this  hour  affirms  that  his  heart  got  away  with  his  head, 
and  that  he  will  never  be  caught  in  such  a  fix  again.  His  speech,  how- 
ever, was  modest,  courteous,  befitting  and  merited  and  received  the  ap- 
proval of  the  vast  concourse  present. 

After  the  solemn  consecration  of  the  banner,  in  which  the  Prelate  of 
Byan  Commandery  officiated,  and  the  Grand  Officers  joined,  the  benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  and  the  congregation  dispersed. 

"  Bare  and  radiant  maiden''  is  good,  and  we  can  but  infer  from  the 
ecstacies  in  which  Sir  Croninger  indulges  over  her,  that  beautiful  women 
and  girls  are  scarce  up  his  way,  in  which  event,  a  trip  to  Mississippi  will 
well  repay  him.  Maidens,  such  as  he  describes,  are  the  rule  here,  not  the 
exception. 

However,  his  evident  devotion  to  the  fair  sex  is  commendable,  and  we 
endorse  any  raptures  in  which  he  may  indulge  in  regard  to  the  noble 
women  of  his  own  or  any  other  State.  In  our  eyes,  there  is  a  divinity  that 
hedges  about  every  pure  woman,  commanding  our  devotion  and  respect 
without  regard  to  whether  she  is  plain  or  beautiful. 

They  had  a  banquet,  and  a  sensible  one  at  that,  as  the  following,  taken 
from  the  Louisville  Courier-Journal,  and  incorporated  into  the  proceedings, 
will  show.  We  commend  the  ''absence  of  wine"  feature  to  your  special 
consideration : 

The  banquet,  given  to  Byan  Commandery  to  its  quests,  was  very  elegant. 
The  plan  adoped  was  somewhat  unusual.  A  building  was  specially  built 
on  Fourth  street,  with  room  enough  for  six  long  tables  and  seats  for  sev- 
eral hundred.  The  interior  was  brilliant  with  gas  jets  formed  into  Masonic 
emblems,  while  evergreens,  flowers  and  Chinese  lanterns  were  lavished  in 
great  profusion  everywhere.  The  Commandery,  after  putting  everything 
in  order,  gave  the  Ladies'  Working  Society  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Danville  a  handsome  sum  to  (prepare  and  spread  the  feast.  This 
they  did  in  most  handsome  style.  The  bill  of  fare  was  most  inviting,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  there  was  no  wine.  Every  attention  was  shown 
by  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  church,  and,  it  may  be  said  to  their 
credit,  that  the  bimquet  altogether  was  one  of  the  most  euperb  ever  spread 
in  the  State. 

Sir  Charles  B.  Woodruff  presents  an  excellent  Beport  on  CorrespondencCj, 
in  which  Mississippi  receives  her  share  of  attention. 
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Under  "Wisconsin"  he  makes  a  pathetic  appeal  on  behalf  of  those  who 
saffer  from  the  arbitrary  penalties  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  and  says; 

Among  the  1,600  Masons  suspended,  during  the  past  year,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  there  are,  doubtless,  many  instances  where  the  operation  of 
such  laws  has  been  harsh,  and,  probably,  disastrous. 

Our  observation  of  the  fraternal  and  kindly  feel  ins;  that  exists  between 
and  towards  each  other  by  members  of  tlie  Craft,  of  all  degrees,  makes  us 
express  ad;mbt  wiietlier  ia  one  single  instance  among  ilie  10,000  the  opera- 
tion of  those  laws  was  '*  harsh  or  disastrous."  We  never  knew,  an  instance 
of  a  Mason's  downward  career  being  nccslerated  by  this  means,  nor  do  we 
ever  expect  to.  Nothing  but  a  false  pride,  a  pride  born,  in  some  instances, 
of  a  lack  of  brains,  in  others,  of  a  misconception  of  the  fraternal  teach- 
ings and  principles  of  the  Order,  prevents  a  Mason  or  a  Templar  who, 
through  poverty  or  misfortune,  is  unable  to  pity  his  dues,  from  coming  for- 
ward like  a  man  ani  stating  his  situation,  the  result  of  no  fault  his  own, 
to  his  brethren  and  asking  a  remission  of  his  indebtedness.  A  Templar 
who  is  too  proud  to  do  this,  had  better  discard  the  title  of  "  Soldier 
of  Christ,'*  as,  in  his  case,  it  is  certainly  a  misnomer.  Having 
contributed  according  to  his  means  to  the  support  of  the  institution 
until  his  day  of  misfortune,  when  it  comes,  he  has  the  right,  not  only 
to  ni*k  but  to  demand  the  indulgence  of  his  brethren,  and  we  never  expect 
to  see  the  day  when  it  will  be  denied  or  extended  in  an  ungracious  man- 
ner. 

Sir  W.  La  Rue  Thomas,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  continued. 

LOUISIANA,    1879. 

The  Conclave  met  in  New  Orleans,  February  14tli.  Present :  Sir  Sam'l 
Alston,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder,  a  large 
array  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  representatives  from  twenty-one  Grand  Com- 
manderies,  and  from  three  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  very  short,  and  is  local  in  its  refer- 
ences, except  as  to  yellow  fever  matters.    He  says . 

Since  our  last  Annual  Conclave  a  fearful  yellow  fever  epidemic  has  raged 
over  our  beloved  land,  and  though  thousands  of  our  citizens  fell  victims, 
our  jurisdiction  lost  but  one  of  its  Sir  Knights,  Sir  J.  B.  Cundifi*,  of  Indi- 
visible Friends  Commandery,  No.  1. 

Referring  to  the  above,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

1st.  Besolved,  That  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  be 
returned  to  those  of  our  fraters  who  have  so  kindly  made  donations  foV  the 
relief  of  those  of  our  number  who  were  suffering  Irom  the  recent  epidemic, 
as  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  we  recognize  as  mem- 
bers of  the  community  in  which  we  live,  the  beautiful  spirit  of  Christian 
Charity,  so  remarkably  displayed  last  summer  through  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land. 

Proceedings  short  and  local.    No  report  on  correspondence. 

Sir  E<J.  Baker,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 
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MAINE,     1878. 

The  Twenty-Seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Portland,  May  8th. 
PresGnt:  Sir  A.  B.  Farnham,  Grand  Commander;  the  Representatives  ot 
nineteen  Grand  Commanderies,  of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  a 
large  delegation  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Commanders. 

Voted,  That  the  Sir  Knights  present  be  excused  from  evening  regulation 
costume  during  this  Conclave. 

A  sensible  move!  The  idea  of  requiring  a  body  of  intelligent  men  to 
transact  business  with  a  leathern  girdle  about  their  loins,  a  sword  forty 
inches  long,  dangling  between  their  legs,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  tripping 
them  up  every  time  they  move,  with  the  thermometer  below  "  Cairo,"  and 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  clothes  warm  enough  for  an  Arctic  winter,  is  one 
among  the  many  absurdities  which  have  been  engrafted  into  our  system 
by  parties  who  believe  that  "  the  tailor  makes  the  man." 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short,  but  well-written,  doc- 
ument, mostly  confined  to  local  matters. 

Among  his  dispensations  we  find  one  to  Portland  Commandery  to  per- 
form escort  duty  on  the  occasion  of  a  centennial  4/A  of  July.  We  have 
said  so  much  on  and  against  such  action  that  we  almost  feel  ashamed  to 
renew  the  discussion  of  the.  subject,  but  as  the  practice  of  parading 
Masonry  on  national  or  secular  holidays  is  so  repugnant  to  all  our  ideas  of 
propriety,  we  must  again  protest  against  it. 

Sir  Drummond,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presented  a  full  report  of 
the  doings  at  Cleveland,  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment. ■ 

Sir  Drummond,  during  his  visitations,  came  across  some  ancient  docu- 
ments in  the  Archives  of  Maine,  No.  1,  in  the  examination  of  which  we 
doubt  not  he  enjoyed  much  pleasure. 

We  judge  by  the  Reports  of  the  Grand  Ofiicers  that  Templarism  in  Maine 
is  in  a  sound,  healthy  condition,  financially,  and  otherwise. 

Sir  Stephen  Berry  presented  an  admirable  Report  on  Correspondence 
which  his  Brother  (?)  Ira  has  injected,  as  usual,  right  into  the  middle  of  the 
proceedings  proper,  a  practice  in  the  highest  degree  culpable,  and  for  the 
indulgence  in  which  Sir  Ira  ought  to  be  severely  punished. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  i3  a  separate  and  distinct  thing,  for  which 
nobody,  except  its  author,  is  held  responsible,  and  of  course,  should  appear 
as  an  Appendix  to  the  regular  proceedings. 

Sir  Stephen  is  a  "  ready  writer,"  and  expresses  his  views  clearly  and 
forcibly.  He  reviews  the  transactions  of  thirty-three  Grand  Bodies,  Mis- 
sissippi for  1877,  receiving  her  quota  of  courteous  attention. 

We  find  the  following  in  his  review  of  Alabama.  Referring  to  Sir  Sayre, 
he  says : 

He  indorses  Corson  in  earnestly  praying  "  that  the  time  may  soon  arrive 
when  dispensations  shall  have  been  entirely  dispensed  with."  We  cannot 
s»ee  why  it  is  not  judicious  sometimes  to  shorten  the  time  of  probation,  and 
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can  see  that  it  is  better  to  leave  the  discretionary  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Commander  rather  than  with  the  perhaps  interested  officers  ot  the 
subordinate.  We  once  had  the  idea  tliat  all  hastily-made  Mason?  were  of 
poor  mitorial,  aii'l  li»u!:ed  over  our  L;)di;e  records  to  ;^et  the  material  facts 
to  illustrate  an  article  on  the  subject,  when,  to  our  surprise,  we  found  that 
some  of  our  most  valued  members  were  hurried  through.  There  is  a  possi- 
bility of  {retting  rules  unnecessarily  strict.  You  need  bob  enough  on  your 
kite  to  steady  it,  but  too  much  will  pull  it  down.*' 
He  has  this  to  say  to  Sir  Wiggin,  of  California  : 
In  reply  to  our  remarks  on  perpetual  jurisdiction,  he  says — 

•*  Doos  our  frater  forget  that  *  the  stone  which  the  builders  rejectCMl  became  the 
chief  stone  of  the  corner.'  " 

No;  but  it  takes  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  to  find  the  place  for  it,  and  if 
the  overseers  of  California  are  to  pass  all  kinds  of  crooked  stones  from  other 
jurisdictions  for  fear  of  rejecting  the  head  stone,  they  will  have  a  rickety 
edifice,  which  the  first  moral  earthquake  will  topple  down.  We  remember 
a  gambler,  a  plausible  fellow,  who  was  almost  unanimously  rejected  here, 
went  to  California,  where  he  was  made  a  Mason,  and  came  back  to  us  for 
admission;  but  as  his  character  never  improved  he  was  always  excluded. 
The  rule  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  would  have  kept  him  out.  The  number 
of  perfect  ashlars  that  get  thrown  over  among  the  rubbish  is  surprisingly 
small. 

In  which,  we  concur.  He  quotes  Sir  Power's  remarks  in  regard  to  pay" 
ing  Masonsc  honors  to  non  ffiliated  dead,  and  particularly  in  reference  to  a 
Tennessee  Commandery  at  the  funeral  of  ex-President  Andrew  Johnson, 
and  says  in  response : 

While  non-affiliation  should  annul  the  claim  which  the  Knight  has  ou  the 
organizations,  it  should  not  prevent  them  from  tendering  hon6rs  if  they 
wish,  and  eminent  public  services  of  a  non-affiliates  do  confer  lustre  upon 
the  Order.  If  we  go  quietly  on  our  way,  and  let  non-affiliates  go  theirs,  we 
shall  do  full  Jis  well  as  in  tryinir  to  drive  them  in,  and  shall  enjoy  peace  and 
quietness  besides.  Many  old  Masons  who  dropped  out  in  **  Morgan  times," 
failed  to  affiliate  again,  yet  loved  the  fraternity,  and  helpad  it  very  much 
with  their  influence  and  their  money.     ' 

In  which,  as  a  whole,  we  do  not  concur.  No  eminent  public  service  of 
any  individual  can  confer  any  honor  upon  an  institution  which  he  regards 
so  little  as  to  neglect  to  connect  himself  by  affiliation  with  its  organized 
bodies.  , 

Under  the  head  of  New  Hampshire,  and  quoting  from  Sir  Hunt's  re- 
view, he  says : 

In  his  review  of  Kansas  he  objects  to  the  permission  given  to  a  Com- 
mandery to  attend  a  bridge  celebration,  and  «ays : 

The  opening  of  a  fine  n«w  hotel  in  Atchinson,  would,  on  the  same  principle,  be 
a  fit  occtision  for  the  Knights  to  appear,  and  so  on,  until  the  successful  establish- 
ment of  a  large  stock-yard  at  that  place  might  call  them  out  The  practice  is  all 
wrong,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned. 

Are  we  not  getting  to  be  a  little  fussy  on  this  point  ?  So  far  as  we  can 
see,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  as  well  as  the  other  guilds,  have,  in  all  ages, 
turned  out  to  help  their  fellow-citizens  celebrate  whenever  they  considered 
the  occasion  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant  it.  No  doubt  they  ap- 
peared with  full  ranks  on  the  auspicious  occasion  of  the  marriage  of  the 
accomplished   Prince  Ninus  to  the  beautiful  and  gifted  Semiramis,  4,030 
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years  ago,  and  in  the  year  10,000,  when  the  star  of  empire  gets  around 
again,  and  the  capital  of  the  Cosmopolitan  republic  \^  established  there, 
probably  they  will  appear  in  full  ranks.  As  for  the  Templars,  it  is  suffi- 
cient that  they  are  invited  to  escort  the  lodges,  and  that  their  Grand  Com- 
mander considers  the  celebration  as  of  sufficient  importance  to  warrant 
him  in  issuing  a  dispensation. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  our  emphatic  indorsement  on  Sir 
Hunt's  position.  Sir  Stephen  is  wrong,  and  he  feels,  and  knows  it,  and 
ought  to  hj  asli.imod  of  himseir. 

He  closes  a  most  excellent  and  readable  report,  with  elaborate  statistical 
tables,  showing  that  there  are  in  the  United  States,  31  Grand  Command- 
eries;  585  Subordinate  Commanderies ;  48,600  members;  Knighted  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  294S.  In  England  and  Wales,  and  Canada,  there  are 
142  Commanderies,  and  2,800  members.  There  are  in  chis  country,  in- 
cluding Canada,  592,443  Master  Masons,  and  133,048  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
The  ftveraore  proportion  of  Templars  to  Master  Masons,  is  1  to  42. 

Adieu,  Sir  Stephen,  we  leave  you  with  regret. 

The  veteran,  J.  H.  Drummoud,  is  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder 
continued.     Sir  Stephen  still  in  the  Reportorial  Chair. 

MARYLAND,     1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  Baltimore  on  the  15th  of 
May.  Present:  Sir  W.  H.  Marston,  Grand  Commander;  all  the  other 
Grand  Officers,  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  six  of  the  eight  Subordirate  Commanderies. 

Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas  submitted  a  gorgeous  Report  on  Correspondence,  re- 
viewing the  doings  of  thirty-two  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi,  for  1877,  re- 
ceiving courteous  mention.     Referring  to  Sir  Power's  Report,  he  says: 

Concerning  our  first  Report  on  Mississippi,  he  thinks  we  have  returned 

good  for  evil,  in  devoting  ninetv-five  lines  to  their  proceedings,  while  only 

nine  lines  had  been  devoted  to  ^laryland  by  Sir  DeLap.     Sir  Power,  how- 

*  ever,  honors  us  with  some  fifty  in  his  Report,  which,  he  says,  is  "  trying 

to  square  the  account  ;*'  the  balance  is,  however  still  in  our  favor. 

Sir  Gorgas  writes  a  good  Report  and  performs  the  duty  assigned  him 
thoroughly  and  well. 

Sir  J.  E.  Krebs,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  continued. 

MICHIGAN,    1878. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Michigan,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Tuesday,  May  14th,  1878.  R. 
E.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Grander  Commander. 

General  Order,  No.  2,  announcing  the  death  of  E.  Sir  Jas.  B.  Newton, 
Junior  Grand  Warden,  was  read  at  the  head  of  the  lines. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  the  presence  of  thirteen  Pa*  t 
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Grand  Commanders,  and  representives  from  all  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries  in  the  Jurisdiction;  thirty  in  all. 

The  address  of  the.Grand  Commander  is  one  of  the  very  best  written  and 
most  interesting  wis  have  ever  read.  He  gives  a  glowing  description  of  the 
scenes  which  occurred  at  the  last  Conclave  of  ihe  Grand  Encampment,  and 
particularly  refers  to  the  splendid  performance  of  Detroit,  No.  1,  of  which 
Commandery  the  Templars  of  Michigan  are  justly  proud.  The  Grand 
Commander  pleads  guilty  to  the  charge  of  granting  special  dispensations  to 
his  subordinates  to  parade  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  on  Decoration  day.  As 
we  have  protested  in  the  most  solemn  manner  against  this  heresy  in  our 
last  year's  report,  we  will  add  nothing  here;  except  to  express  the  hope  that 
the  day  will  come  when  the  better  judgment  of  our  Michigan  and  other 
fraters  will  convince  them  that  the  celebration  of  other  than  Masonic  or 
Templar  days  is  unwise,  impolitic  and  improper. 

Sir  McCurdy  mabrs  a  strong  plea  for  the  continued  retention  of  the  mil- 
itary features  of  the  Order,  and  in  i^ivor  of  public  parades. 

We  regret  our  inability  to  concur  in  his  views.  Our  Order,  wliilo  it  has 
no  Masonry  in  it,  as  he  says,  is  yet  said  to  bo  fountled  upon  the  religion  of 
the  Princ3  of  Peace,  and  t!ij  practica  of  the  Christian  virtues.  Among 
these  latter,  that  of  humility  \9,  not  the  least,  and  the  gospel  of  our  Divine 
Master  comtemplates  the  dawning  of  a  day  when  the  nations  of  the  earth 
shall  learn  war  no  more;  when  the  lion  and  the  lamb  shall  lie  down  together 
and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them.  To  attain  such  a  desirable  end,  pro- 
ficiency in  military  tactics  and  indulgence  in  gorgeous  displays  are  certain- 
ly not  essential.  We  must  either  give  up  our  claim  to  the  foundation  of 
the  Order,  and  stultify  our  claim  to  the  title  of  a  Christian  Order,  or  we 
must  pay  more  attention  to  its  piirer  and  holier  teachings,  and  require- 
ments, and  less  to  its  military  and  showy  chiiracteristics. 

We  arc  fully  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  Sir  McCurdy's  motives  and  inten- 
tions, but  we  are  equally  sure  of  the  impossibility  of  reconcilins:  two  so 
palpably  incompatible  principles  as  "the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war" 
and  the  benign  teachings  of  the  religion  of  Christ. 

That  our  Order  was  cradled  in  blood  is  generally  accredited  to  it,  and 
that  its  infancy  and  youth  were  passed  amidst  the  shock  of  contending 
armies;  but  it  does  not  follow  because  such  was  the  case,  that  in  order  to 
the  perpetuity  and  well-being  of  the  institution,  its  manhood,  and  old  age 
must  be  surrounded  with  reminders  of  its  early  struggles  against  the  ene- 
mies of  the  cross.  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  should  be  spiritual,  not 
carnal,  and  we  should  so  order  our  lives  and  actions  that  men  seeing  our 
good  works  may  be  constrained  to  glorify  God.  Our  mission  is  to  make 
men  better,  purer,  nobler  and  happier,  and  it  is  idle  to  suppose  that  that 
object  can  be  accomplished  by  a  resort  to  such  methods. 

The  address  of  Sir  McCurdy  is  one  of  unusual  interest,  and  we  leave  it 
with  regret. 

Grand  Master  Ilurlbut,  and  General  Grand  Recorder  Parvin  wcnxfeceiveA 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Grand  Recorder  W.  P.  Innes,  and  if 
he  had  hurled  a  few  more  ideas  from  his  own  head  into  it,  found  a  little 
fault  with  somebody  or  something,  and  not  made  up  his  report  almost 
entirely  from  clipplings,  we  should  have  liked  it  better.  Mississippi  for 
1877  receives  courteous  and  extended  notice  in  the  way  of  extracts. 

We  protest  against  Sir  Innes  hiding  his  own  "locomotive  head-light" 
under  a  bushel,  and  giving  us  instead  of  that,  "tallow  dips." 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Hollis  F.  Knapp,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder,  as 
before. 

MINNESOTA,    1878. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  the  city  of  Winona,  June  24. 
Sir  E.  F.  Dodge,  Grand  Commarder. 

The  first  thing  in  order  was  the  reception  of  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  who  appeared  in  the  j>erson  of 
Sir  John  W.  WoodhuU,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  of  Wisconsin.  The 
reception  gave  Sir  John  an  opportunity  to  make  a  very  neat  and  elegant 
little  speech,  which,  we  have  no  doubt,  was  duly  appreciated  by  our  Min- 
nesota fraterj^. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  an  interesting  document;  par- 
ticularly so  to  his  own  command. 

We  note  with  pleasure  his  acknowledpfemcn:  of  courtesies  extended  to 
the  remains  and  family  of  a  Minnesota  Knight  by  our  Texas  fraters,  and 
the  high  appreciation  of  the  acts  referred  to  by  Sir  Dodge.  However,  we 
could  expect  no  less  in  the  matter  of  appreciation  and  gratitude  for  favors 
received,  from  our  Minnesota  fratcrs.  Nor  do  we  ever  expect  to  see  the  day 
when  ♦Jie  Templars  of  either  Stati',  Minnesota  or  Texas,  will  be  found 
wanting  in  courtesy  and  kindness  towards  strangers  within  their  gates. 
•  The  Grand  Commander  seems  to  be  opposed  to  the  system  of  requiring 
the  payment  of  stated  annual  dues,  under  penalties  for  neglect  or  refusal  to 
do  so,  and  suggests  as  a  substitute,  the  making  of  assessments,  as  occasion 
requires.  He  thinks  the  enforced  collection  of  dues,  detracts  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Order,  and  cheapens  it  to  the  grade  of  "societies." 

We  regret  the  necessity  that  compels  us  to  dissent  from  this  view  of  the 
case.  Tlie  theory  is  beautiful,  but  it  won't  work.  At  the  commencement 
of  tho  Mosaic  dispensation,  and  the  institution  of  the  daily  sacrifice,  it 
was  essential  to  make  some  provision  for  its  maintaiuance,  and  the  "assess- 
ment" was  made  perpetual  for  that  purpose.  Now  it  occurs  to  us  that  the 
adoption  by  a  human  institution  of  a  precedent  established  by  the  Almighty 
himself,  is  not  at  all  calculated  to  detract  from  the  dignity  of  said  institu- 
tion. Human  nature  is  the  same,  the  world  over,  and  in  its  make-up  there 
is  a  large  element  of  selfishness,  and  a  dislike  to  bearing  other  men's  bur- 
dens, hence  the  impracticability  of  collecting  these  assessments  from  those, 
only,  who  are  able  to  pay.  Charity,  like  patriotism,  frequently  attack*  us 
in  the  head,  and  causes  us  to  talk  as  loudly  as  did  Judag|g>^^^^ym;9^ejB^to|g 
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against  waste  of  ointment  in  annointing  the  Master's  feet.  From  our 
mouths,  it  sometimes  extends  to  the  regi»)n  of  the  heart,  causing  it  to  swell 
with  sympathy  for  our  poverty-stricken  neighbor.  Where  the  case  is  a 
severe  one,  it  sometimes  strikes  downwards  in  the  direction  of  the  pocket,. 
but  is  generally  lost  in  the  labyrinth  of  the  bowels  of  our  Masonic  com- 
passion. The  charity  we  are  talking  about  now  is  the  kind  upon  which  Sir 
Dodge  must  depend  for  a  cheerful  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  his 
plan  to  make  those  who  are  able  pay  the  bills.  If  he  could  t';)mmand  such 
a  sentiment  of  liberality  and  christian  charity  as  reponded  t  >  the  wail  of 
the  stricken  South  last  summer  and  autumn;  a  charity  as  b  'indless  as  the 
ocean,  and  as  pure  as  an  angel,  as  unselfish  as  a  mothers  lov- ,  and  as  boun- 
tiful, then  his  plan  for  carrying  on  a  Commandery  and  pi<viding  for  its 
financial  necessities  would  work,  and  work  well;  but  he  has  no  such  fund 
upon  which  to  draw.  Time,  that  tries  all  things,  has  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  our  present  form  of  government  in  this  regard,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  its  working,  in  our  opinion,  to  detract  from  its  merits.  If  any 
of  ourfraters  are  too  poor  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  dues,  they  have 
but  to  say  so,  and  the  debt  will  be  forgiven.  The  acknowledgment  of 
inability  may  be,  as  Sir  Dodge  says,  humiliating;  but  as  a  soldier  of  the 
cross  he  ought  not  to  object  to  this,  serving  as  he  professess  to  do,  one  who 
when  on  earth  working  out  the  plan  of  our  salvation,  said  to  one  who 
thought  to  follow  him,  'The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests,  but  the  son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head." 

The  Grand  Commander  responded  in  feeling  and  eloquent  terms  to  Sir 
John's  little  speech,  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  Eminent  Templars  of 
Wisconsin,  and  closed  an  excellent  address  as  follows:  **Our  duties  are 
before  us,  let  us  so  perform  them  that  the  Orders  of  Knight  Templar  may 
become  a  blessing  to  us  and  tho  people  among  whom  we  dwell." 

Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder,  submitted  the  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, which  would  be  belter  if  he  would  give  us  more  Pierson  and  less 
quotations. 

Mississippi,  for  1877,  receives  courteous  and  due  attention.  Judging 
from  his  criticism  of  Grand  Master  Hopkins'  decision  in  the  case  of  Sir 
Knight  New,  of  Port  Gibson,  we  infer  that  he  is  not  a  very  ardent  admirer 
of  the  late  Grand  Master.  We  regret  this,  because  we  sort  o*  liked  Sir 
Hopkins,  and  were  under  the  impression  that  the  Grand  Encampment 
honored  itself  in  electing  him  its  Grand  Master,  and  under  this  impression, 
we  voted  for  him. 

Sir  Wm.  Lochren,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pieroon,  Grand 
Recorder. 

MISSOURI,     1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery  met  in  St. 
Louis,  October  8th.  John  R.  Parson,  Grand  Commander.  Twenty-eight 
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The  Grand  Commander  congratulates  bis  command  upon  its  immunity 
from  the  dreadful  plague  that  was  at  that  very  hour  desolating  so  many 
homes  in  our  State,  and  recommends  a  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the 
Great  Giver  of  all  good  for  their  escape. 

He  seems  to  have  been  very  thorough  in  the  matter  of  visitation;  having 
personally  inspected  almost  every  post  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  reports  the 
Order  in  a  healthy  and  vigorous  state.  The  address  is  one  of  solid,  prac- 
tical and  intrinsic  merit,  and  among  the  most  sensible  that  we  have  ever 
read.  If  the  Templars  of  Missouri  will  follow  the  directions  of  their  Grand 
Commander  it  will  be  well  with  them  and  the  Order.  From  his  numerous 
recommendations  ^^•e  clip  the  following,  as  the  universal  observance  of  them 
would  be  of  incalculable  benefit: 

I  find  the  greatest  difficulties  Commanderies  have  to  contend  with  are 
debt,  and  nou-pnymcnt  of  dues.  I  would  advise  that  no  debt  be  incurred, 
that  nothing  be  bought  until  you  have  the  money  to  pay  for  it.  It  is 
easier  to  raise  the  money  to  pay  for  an  article  oefore  you  possess 
it  than  after.  Debt  discou rages  a  Coinniandery,  and  prevents  good 
men  from  asking  to  enter.  They  seldom  care  to  help  pay  a  debt  they  had 
no  share  in  contracting,  in  addition  their  necessary  expenses.  ***** 
If  a  Templar  can,  but  will  not,  pay  his  dues,  let  charges  be  preferred  and 
be  suspended.  *****  I  v^onld  urge  the  fciir  Knights  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  their  Commandery  reguUirly,  even  at  some  sacrifice.  *  *  *  * 
Kegular  attendance  keeps  up  the  interest  and  encourages  the  otiicers,  etc. 

[The  Grand  Recorder,  who  has  the  proof-reading  of  this  Report,  in  exer- 
cising a  discretion  vested  in  him  by  Sir  DeLap,  to  *'  tone  down"  where 
necessary,  takes  the  liberty  of  omitting  his  review  of  Sir  Mayo's  criticisms 
on  Sir  D.'s  Report  of  last  year.     Let  us  have  peace."] 

Sir  C.  J.  Atkins,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  H.  iMayo,  Grand  Recorder 
and  Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Corresiwndence. 

N  E  W    HAMPSHIRE,     i  87  8  . 

The  Annual  Conclave  convened  in  the  city  of  Concord,  September  24th. 
Present:  R.  E.  Sir  C.  H.  Green,  Grand  Commander;  all  the  others  of  the 
present  Grand  Oificers,  and  the  Representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  in  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commandor  is  very  short,  and  mostly  confined 
to  local  matters.  He  reports  the  receipt  ot  Sir  Power's  cry  for  help  lor 
the  fever-stricken,  and  recommends  a  favorable  response.     Thanks! 

Sir  John  J.  Bell,  a  member  of  DjWitt  Clinton  Commandery,  a  Past  Com- 
mander of  St.  Johns  Commandery,  No.  3,  of  Maine,  was  proposed  for 
membarsliip  in  thv?  Grand  Cjniman  lory  of  Now  Hampshire,  and  elected 
by  ballot.     Si)mething  new  and  good. 

The  sum  of  §10 )  OJ  was  donated  for  the  relief  of  th:  fever-.^tricken  in 
the  South.  A  liberal  donation  ;  it  being  nearly  half  of  all  t'le  c  is'.i  in  the 
Grand  Treasury. 

The  Rep;)rt  on  Correspondence  is  by  r.>ir  N.  P.  Hunt.      It  is  quite  volu-j 
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minous,  coverin;^  nearly  100  pages,  very  courteous,  well-written  and  inter- 
esting. 

Sir  Albert  S.  Wait,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Gaorge  Perley  Cleaves,  Grand 
Recorder. 

NEW     JERSEY,     18  78. 

TI13  T»vj:itiet;i  Aii:ili  il  Cjiiclave  was  held  in  tlio  city  of  Trenton,  Sep- 
tember 10th.  Present :  R.  E.  Sir  Jona  E.  Forrester,  Grand  Commander ; 
a  full  line  of  Grand  OTicari;  ali3  tlie  R^presi^ntativei  of  eleven  Subordi- 
nate Commanderies. 

The  0X3rcis23  \Vs3rj  o;)3:i?J  by  sia^iu^  a:i  0J3  cj:n;))i3i  by  t'.n  Rjv.  Sir 
Burrows,  which  is  as  follows  : 

\^Ah'^  UxBHiDSE;  Mmiona^nj  Ch'int;  Hebron.] 

Soldiers  of  Hop?  and  Peace  and  Love, 

Imm.inuers  Knights,  by  grace  made  free, 
Your  Iie.irU  let  joyous  praises  move — 

Adore  iii.s  matchless  Majesty. 

B!essi:);r.s  upon  our  Father — God, 

Who,  from  t!ie  grave  raised  up  his  Son, 
Slade  us  t'.ie  purchase  of  his  blood, 

A.kI  lif^  eternal  for  us  won. 

Blessiiirs  upon  our  Saviour,  Lord, 

To  heaven  a:icended  evermore  ;  • 

W.io,  ill  his  bio  )(1,  hus  sheatlied  i!io  sword 

Of  wratif  divine  and  justice  sore.    * 

Hopa  siniliis  in  every  tearfaleye, 

Sinc3  our  Immanuel  left  the  dea\l ; 
With  j«>v  W3  watch  his  flight  on  higli, 

And  Fait'.i,  b)\vod  d  )'am,  lifts  up  bar  head. 

Yea,  live  forever.  Saviour,  King, 

And  make  our  hearts  tliy  dwelling-phice; 
E'en  in  our  pilgrimaire  we'll  sing 

And  taste  the  earne-.t  of  Thy  grace. 

Tiie  Grand  Cjmai  iuJoi"*s  AdIr.Ms  is  an  a';i3  and  vo.*y  interesting  paper, 
and  we  would  be  glad  to  ino.)i'p)rate  m my  of  its  thoughts  into  thi?  Report, 
but  for  the  fact  of  our  extreme  jwverty.' 

The  Grand  Commander,  in  conjunction  with  his  staff,  visited  the  greater 
part  of  his  command,  and  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition  in  New  Jersey. 

Referring  to  the  tendency  of  the  older  members  of  the  Commandery  to 
fall  out  of  line,  neglect  to  attend  the  Conclaves  and  generally  to  manifest 
a  feeling  of  apathy  and  indifference,  and  with  a  view  to  correct,  if  possi- 
ble, this  hindrance  to  the  success  of  the  Order,  he  says :  Djgj^i^ed  byGoOQic 
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Younger  men,  men  of  les^  experience,  must  now  bear  burdens  and  hold 
up  the  ark  of  the  old  covenant,  of  faith  in  the  Order,  and  the  older  ones 
must  rest  from  their  labors.  This  would  be  well,  indeed,  if  it  were  needed 
rest  they  crave,  if  they  toould  rest,  or  could  rest,  and  not  busy  themselves 
in  repeating  the  glorious  things  that  used  to  be,  and  tlie  great  things  that 
once  were  clone,  alas !  never  more  to  *be. 

Now  a  more  genuine  sympathy  with  the  workers,  a   deeper  and  truer 
interest  in  the  work  to  be  done  would  soon  draw  these  ill-natured,  carping, 
criticising,  soured,  irritated,  disagreeable  saints  away  from  their  fossilize<l 
idols,  and  show  them  die  possibilities   of  baauty  and  strength,  though    ' 
moulded  and  carved  by  other  hands. 

All  this,  and  much  more,  he  says  on  this  important  subject;  and  as  the 
evil  is  not  confined  to  New  Jersey,  we  commend  his  utterances  to  the  care- 
ful consideration  of  chronic  grumblers,  wheresoever  dispersed. 

He  also  deprecates  the  practice  of  changing  tried  and  efficient  officers, 
particularly  E.  Commanders,  for  others  whose  zeal,  capacity  and  efficiency 
is  untried.     Much  might  be  said,  pro  and  con,  in  discussing  this  question. 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand  Commander,  was  one 
for  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to  particip:it3,  as  sucli,  in  the  celebration 
of  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  Juno  2S.  We  regret  th?t  the,  otherwise,  per- 
fect re[)ort  of  the  Grand  Commander  should  have  been  marred  by  this 
inistah. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  New  Jersey  to  be  sound,  finan- 
cially. 

Proceedings  of  local  interest  only.  Sir  Corson  tolls  us  ia  a  note  at  the 
end  of  the  minutes  that  he  has  been  very  ill ;  so  much  so  as  to  be  unable 
to  attend  to  his  work,  which  had  to  be  performed  by  his  daughter ;  he!:cc 
the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  proceedings. 

We  mention  this  fact  simply  as  a  text  from  which  to  express  our  sincere 
gratitude  to  the  good  Lord  for  prolonging  8ir  Corson's  life  and  extending 
the  period  of  his  pilgrimage  here  bslow,  both  for  the  good  of  his  family 
and  the  delight  of  his  host  of  friends.  Sir  Berry,  of  Michigan,  wrote  us 
last  summer  that  Sir  Corson  was  very  ill,  and  that  '*'e  had  probably  read 
his  last  Report.  The  intelligence  saddened  our  heart,  but  we  waited  and 
hoped  as  the  days  went  by  and  lengthened  into  weeks  and  months,  without 
the  announcement  of  his  death,  we  felt  better  and  better,  and  to-day  can 
reverently  thank  God  for  the  prolongation  of  a  life  which,  while  it  may 
have  been  not  unmixed  with  errors,  was  yet  a  blessing,  and  a  well  of  joy 
to  many. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is,  as  usual,  by  Sir  Corson,  and 
is,  also,  as  usual,  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  lot.  Hear  what  he  has  to  say 
in  regard  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  under  the  head  of  Illinois: 

Well,  this  bubble  must  burst  some  time,  and  it  might  as  well  go  out  in 
a  blaze  of  glory  at  Chicago  as  anywhere  else.  The  glory  will  come,  and 
we  hojKi  it  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  Representatives  to  our  National 
Masonic  Grand  Bodies  will  learn  that  they  are  sent  by  their  constituents 
to  attend  to  business  instead  of  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  big  spree. 

To  which  we  say,  amen,  most  heartily;  but,  at  the  same  time,  are  fully 
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satiafieil  that,  no  such  state  of  affairs  is  likely  to  occur  in  our  day  and  gen- 
eration. 

Mississippi,  for  1878,  receives  courteous  notice. 

R.-.  H-.  Martin,  M.  D.,  Grand  Commander  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Cor- 
son, as  usual. 

THE   DEATH   OF  SIR   KNIGHT  CORSON, 

Which  occurred  on  the  10th  of  May,  (after  the  foregoing,  by  the  chairman 
of  this  Committee  was  penned,)  is  thus  tenderly  chronicled  by  his  successor, 
Sir  George  B.  Edwards : 

In  accordance  with  the  enclosed  Gefneral  Order,  it  has  devolved  upon 
me  to  announce  the  bereavement  that  has  fallen  upon  this  jurisdiction, 
in  the  death  of  the  Right  Eminent  Sir  Thomas  J.  Corson,  Past  (rrand 
Commander;  and  at  the  date  of  his  decease,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  which  office  he  hr.d  held  since  18G3,  each  year  of  labor  add- 
ing to  the  grace  with  which  he  filled  this  important  trust. 

Summoned  to  join  the  Spiritual  Ranks  of  the  blessed  Immanuel  in  his 
kingdom,  he  passed  from  among  his  Fraters  on  the  tenth  day  of  May, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  during  which  his  fortitude  was  sustained 
by  that  unfaltering  faith  that  characterized  his  life. 

Four  days  thereafter  he  was  buried  with  Masonic  Honors,  in  the  grave 
of  his  kindred,  at  New  Hope,  Pennsylvania,  where  all  that  is  mortal  will 
be  resolved  into  dust,  and  mingle  with  that  of  his  well-beloved,  whom  he 
had  laid  away  before.  Loving  hands  bore  his  body  to  its  last  resting  place, 
among  the  hills  of  his  native  State,  mantled  with  the  verdure  of  Spring, 
in  the  season  of  blosroms,  in  the  brightness  of  the  sunlight  and  the  joyous 
caroling  of  birds,  there  to  abide  the  comingof  the  Lord;  within  the  sound  of 
the  soft  murmurs  of  the  broad  I)elaware,whose  wavelets  as  they  rise  shall  toss 
from  crest  to  crest,  dear  memories,  that  vibrating  over  hill  and  valley,  to 
be  re-echoed  on  the  bosom  of  the  mighty  Hudson,  and  passing  either  side 
the  land  he  honored — break  on  the  shallow  beaches  by  the  way,  till  arriv- 
ing at  the  eternal  ocean,  the  winds  shall  forever  breathe  them,  and  the 
land  breeze,  night  and  morning,  gathering  as  they  meet — shall  waft  them 
back  upon  the  hearts  of  those  who  mourn. 

NEW  YORK,    I  87  8. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Syracuse,  on  Tues- 
day, October  8th.  Present :  Sir  Townsand  Fonday,  Grand  Commander; 
Sir  Robert  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder;  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers, 
representatives  from  fifty-two  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  twenty  State 
Grand  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  his  address  in  the  following  chastely  beau- 
tiful style : 

The  ceaseless  round  of  Time  again  brings  us  to  the  period  of  our  annual 
gathering,  to  tender  our  congratulations  to  each  other,  that  we  have  been 
spared  by  an  all-wise  Providence  to  meet  around  our  sacred  Triangle,  while 
tlie  shafts  of  Death  have  fallen  thick  and  fast  around  us,  and  many  a  gal- 
lant Templar  has  laid  down  his  lance  and  bowed  to  that  summons  for  which 
there  is  no  retreat.  We  miss  the  familiar  face  of  some  whom  we  have  beenj 
accustomed  for  many  years  to  greet,  those  whose  interest  in  theproceedin^lC 
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of  this  Grand  Coitimandery  have  been  of  long  standing,  and  to  whom  we 
have  looked  for  counsel  and  advice. 

He  pays  fitting  tributes  to  the  worth  and  memory  of  the  distinguished 
dead  of  his  command. 

He  recommends  the  creation  of  the  office  of  Inspector-General,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  and  inspect  the  Subordinates,  and  instruct  them  in 
the  drill  and  ritual,  and  whose  compensation  should  be  fixed  by  the  Grand 
Commandery;  traveling  and  hotel  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies. 

AVhile  this  plan,  and  officer  would  perhaps  be  of  benefit  to,  and  work 
admirably  in  the  Metropolitan  Commandery  of  New  York,  it  would  be 
found  too  expensive  in  ours,  and  others,  less  wealthy. 

Referring  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Ellwood  E.  Thorne  by  the  Grand 
Commanders  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana  as  their  representative  near  New 
York,  he  says  ; 

"In  connection  with  this  appointment,  I  desire  to  state,  that  it  was  entirely 
unknown  to  me,  until  I  was  informed  by  Em.  Sir  Thorne  that  he  had 
received  his  commissions. 

*'Courtcsy  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Commanders  of  those  States  would 
have  dictated  that  I  should  have  been  consulted  as  to  the  appointment  of 
a  suitable  person  to  represent  them  in  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  though 
I  would  cheerfully  have  acceded  to  their  request,  still  I  feel  that  the  method 
of  the  appointment  is  open  to  the  objection  that  this  jurisdiction  has  not 
been  consulted." 

We  have  no  idea  that  any  slight  Avas  intended  to  be  put  upon  the  R.". 
E.*.  by  these  courteous  bodies,  and  yet  they  should  have  pursued  the  course 
suggested  by  Sir  F. 

Among  his  decisions,  we  find' the  following,  from  which  we  respectfully, 
yet  firmly  dissent: 

"Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  does  not 
vacate  membership  in  a  Commandery." 

And  this,  which  we  regard  ns  Found,  practical  justice,  good  law»  and 
excellent  sense: 

"A  candidate  having  received  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  cannot  l>e 
estopped  by  an  objection  on  the  part  of  a  member,  but  charges  must  be 
preferred,  and  a  trial  had,  and  if  then  found  guilty,  is  debarred  ii'om  receiv- 
ing the  Order  of  the  Temple." 

The  address  is  able  and  interesting,  but  is  mostly  confined  to  local  mat- 
ters. 

We  clip  the  following  from  the  Grand  Recorder's  report  as  a  matter  of 
deep  interest,  and  grateful  appreciation  to  us : 

I  am  gratified  in  being  able  to  announce  that  the  api>eal  from  our  unfor- 
tunate fraters  in  the  South,  who  have  been  visited  by  that  dreadful  pesti- 
lence, the  yellow  fever,  has  been  heard  and  generously  resiK>nded  to  ty 
several  of  the  Commanderies  of  this  Jurisdiction.  Herewith  is  appended 
the  sum,  fj)rwarded  to  the  several  parts  of  the  country  aflSicted.  This 
announcement  is  not  made  from  a  desire  to  boast  of  or  parade  the  contribu- 
tions which  Avere  freely  and  heartily  offered,  but  as  an  ofiicial  record  o^tJ^Tp 
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action  of  our  Templar  Bodies.    The  amounts  collected  and  forwarded  are 
as  follows ;  ^ 

[Twenty-four  Commanderies  contributed  $2,084  58,  and  one  Sir  Knight, 
at  Rochester,  $500.] 

They  do  everything  in  New  York  with  a  \>ig  auger,  not  excepting  the 
treatment  of  those  valuable  appendages  to  Masonic  Bodies,  the  Grand  Rep- 
resentatives. At  this  Conclave,  they  were  drawn  up  in  line  before  the 
Grand  East  {their  honors,  responsiibility  and  importance  weighing  so  heav- 
ily upon  tlium  us  to  be  almost  unbearable),  when  one  of  their  number,  he 
of  Indiana  and  New  Hampshire,  stepped  to  the  front  and  made  an  admira- 
*ble  little  speech,  from  which  we  6lip  the  following : 

*'We  are  none  of  us  insensible  to  the  proud  position  we  occupy.  We  are 
here  to  protect  the  riglits  of  our  constituents,  guard  their  honor,  and  pro- 
mote that  feeling  of  good-fellowship  which  is  at  once  our  strength  aud  bond 
of  union.  But,  sir,  year  after  year  we  have  passed  along  with  no  other 
acknowledgment  of  our  positions  than  that  which  the  Recorder  gives  in 
his  printed  list;  we  feel,  therefore,  that  we  should  take  a  step  in  advance, 
and  be  ever  watchful  and  ready  to  seize  opportunities  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity and  exalt  the  character  of  Templar  Knighthood." 

It  is  evident,  from  the  above,  that  Representatives  in  New  York,  are 
inclined  to  no  longer  remain  the  nonentities  they  have  been  in  that  and 
other  States;  which  we  endorse  as  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

We  notice  that  every  officer  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  from  G.*.  C*.  to 
G.*.  Warden,  submitted  a  detailed  report  of  his  doings  during  the  year, 
and  that  these  reports  made  up  the  body  of  the  proceedings.  This  is,  per- 
haps, as  well;  for  if  Masonry  in  this  country  ever  dies,  the  disease  causing 
its  death,  will,  undoubtedly  be :  Too  much  legislation;  and  if  the  time  of 
Grand  Bodies  is  consumed  listening  to  these  harmless  reports,  they  will 
have  no  chance  to  do  any  mischief. 

That  venerable,  gifted,  genial,  courteous  and  enthusiastic  Templar,  Sir 
John  W.  Simons,  P\*  G.'.  C.*.,  presented  a  characteristically  able  and  com- 
prehensive report  on  Correspondence,  re  viewing  the  transactions  of  twenty- 
six  Grand  Bodies.  We  copy  his  opening,  which  is  of  more  value  to  you 
than  our  whole  report,  simply  filing  one  protest  against  the  old  gentleman's 
evident  delight  at  the  near  approach  of  the  Triennial,  at  Chicago  next  year. 
Not  that  we  have  any  fear  that  Sir  John  will  disgrace  himself  and  the 
Order,  on  that  occasion,  by  indulging  too  freely  in  forty-rod  red-eye,  but 
that  others  as  certainly  will : 

"The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  on,  and  review  of  the  Journals  of 
corresponding  bodies  is  herewith  submitted. 

"Those  who  will  examine  the  following  pages  will  find  that,  generally 
speaking,  the  Order  is  in  a  state  of  greater  prosperity  than  we  might  expect 
in  view  of  the  condition  of  public  affairs,  and  that  the  enthusiasm  of  many 
years  past  has  not  in  any  appreciable  sense  diminished.  New  members  still 
flock  to  our  standards,  and  new  Commanderies  are  being  formed  quite  as 
rapidly  as  they  are  needed.  The  spirit  of  hospitability  is  as  exuberant  as 
ever,  and  even  now  anxious  eyes  are  looking  forward,  and  busy  hands  are 
preparing  for  Chicago  in  1880,  when  there  will  be  a  jubilee  likely  to  eclipse 
all  that  have  gone  before. 
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"Of  the  questions  discussed  iioue  are  of  a  nature  to  create  wide  antagon- 
isms, or,  at  any  rate,  lliey  clearljir  have  not  produced  such  an  effect,  due,  we 
imagine,  to  a  general  determinntion  that  tliere  sliail  be  one  organization 
where  rivalry  slinll  he  only  gon-roiis,  arid  that  ^viiore  tluMv  mnst'i>e  differ- 
ences of  opinion,  they  shall  be  regarded  as  abstract  and  not  in  any  sense  as 
a  reason  for  personal  unfriendliness.  Two  question-*,  more  prominent  than 
any  others,  are  in  relation  to  Tactics  and  the  Ritual.  The  systems  claim- 
ing recognition  differ  but  slightly,  but  each  has  its  partisans, 'and  they  are 
gradually  finding  their  way  into'the  several  Jurisdictions,  so  that  in  many 
of  them  several  styles  of  doing  tlie  same  thing  are  in  operation,  and  in  this 
matter,  at  least,  the  tendency  seems  to  be  toward  confusion.  In  like  man- 
ner many  of  them  have  already  adopted  a  Kitual,  and  others  are  on  the 
way  to  a  similar  conclusion.  As  it  is  very  probable  that  no  two  of  them* 
are  precisely  alike,  it  seems  evident  that,  in  time,  the  differences  will  become 
much  greater  than  they  arc  at  present.  Whether  the  result  will  be  to 
increase  the  stability  and  homogeneity  of  the  Order  remains  to  be  seen.  It 
is  a  question  appealing  to  serious  thought,  and  it  is  also  a  question  whether 
the  whole  subject,  like  that  of  the  Uniform,  has  not  passed  beyond  reclam- 
ation." 

He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  Sir  Fairchild's  address,  and 
copies  Sir  Speed's  resolution  requiring  the  Grand  Oommandeiy  to  attend 
divine  service  at  each  Conclave,  and  commends  the  same  to  consideration. 

He  also  clips  quite  extensively  from  our  report  of  last  year,  and,  what  is 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  us,  indorses  our  views  in  regard  to  certain  en- 
/croachments  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  State 
Subordinates.     Hear  him  : 

On  the  foregoing  we  especially  and  most  thoroughly  shake  hands  with 
Sir  George,  for  we  do  not  and  never  shall  believe  that  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment has,  or  can  have,  anything  to  do  with  the  acts  of  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies,  except  those  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction.  We  hold,  and, 
always  shall  hold,  that,  whenever  a  Grand  Commandery  is  formed  and  its  ex- 
istence is  formally  recognized  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  from  that  moment 
its  power  over  its  own  Subordinates  is  absolute  and  incontrovertible,  and 
that  there  is  no  power  iu  the  Grand  Encampment,nor  in  any  other  body,  to 
come  between  a  State  Body  and  its  Subordinates.  Hence  we  are  prepared 
to  say,  that  **Whenever  the  Grand  Encampment  or  the  State  Grand  Com- 
manderies  presume  to  say  who  are  and  who  are  not  members  of  the  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies,  they  exceed  the  limit  of  their  just  powers,  and  %ce 
cannot  and  xoill  not  oheyy 

AVe  commend  the  above  to  the  careful  consideration  and  digestion  of  Sir 
Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Sir  Carson,  of  Ohio. 

He  copies  our  remarks  in  opposition  to  Sir  Black's  decision  in  1877,  that 
suspension  for  non-payment  of  duea  in  Lodga  or  Chapter,  does  not  extend 
to  the  Commandery  ;  and  says,  in  answer : 

We  respectfully  disagree.  We  hold  that  suspension  for  non  payment  of 
dues  only,  is  not  and  cannot  be  the  same  as  suspension  for  a  Masonic  mme, 
because  financial  disability  is  not  and  cannot  be  a  crlm.'* ;  otherwise,  we 
might  send  all  our  poor  brethren  to  the  penitentiary.  We  are  willing  to 
agree  that  one  who,  being  able,  shall  refu.se  to  pay  his  dues,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  the  rights  of  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  as  the  case  may  be;  but  we 
will  never  consent  that  mere  non-payment  of  dues  shall  be  considered  a 
Masonic  crime  and  involve  the  loss  of  general  Masonic  rights.  Whenever 
we  get  to  that  point,  we  shall  put  the  institution  on  a  money  basis  and 
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thus  stultify  its  whole  theory.  We,  therefore,  very  respectfully  insist  that 
there  shall  be  a  marked  difference  between  siispenaion  for  some  violation  ot' 
the  moral  law  which  m:iv  be  prop3rly  cilleJ  a  crime,  and  non-payment  of 
dues,  which  urrl-^r  t!i3  .^Ii-; )  li  •.  t'l^  ),-\r  is  -it  t!i3  wor.-il  only  a  delinquency, 
involving  local  and  not  g^Meral  disability. 

Sir  John  c.innot  say  tint  hi  evjr  knj.v  a  B;*othor  or  Companion  who 
came  before  his  Lodge  or  Cliaptcr,  and  plead  poverty,  or  inability  to  pay 
his  dues,  to  be  suspended.  If  he  can,  he  has  seen  what  we  never  saw,  and 
suspension  under  au3h  circa aistances  would  be  an  oiitraj^e  upon  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  Masonry,  and  a  libel  on  c'larity.  We  have  no  dispo- 
sition tooppre^3  a  m  vx  hizx\\^2  he  is  pjor,  n  )r  do  we  wish  to  bo  understood 
as  claiming  or  contending  that  poverty  is  acrimi,  but  we  do  contend  that  a 
neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  or  to  satisfy  the  Chapter,  or  Lodge,  or  Command- 
ery,  of  which  the  delinquent  is  a  member,  of  his  willingness  but  lack  of 
ability  to  do  so,  w  a  crime  against  morality,  it  being  a  direct  violation  of  a 
contract  most  solemnly  entered  into  by  him.  As  a  general  thing,  we  would 
much  prefer  to  accept  Sir  John's  opinions  on  points  of  law,  and  Masonic 
propriety,  than  our  own;  but  in  this  instance  we  can't  "  knock  under  " 
even  to  his  ago  and  more  extended  learning  and  observation. 

There  are  a  thousand  good  things  in  this  report  that  we  would  like  much 
to  incorporate  into  ours,  but  we  cannot.  For  Sir  John's  courteous  and 
kindly  remarks  in  referencs  t)  our  R3pjrt,  commendatory  and  otherwise, 
we  are  duly  appreciative. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Holden,  Giund  C)rnmider;  Grand  Recorder  and  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  the  same  as  before. 

O  H  I  O  ,     I  8  7  8  . 

The  Grand  Coramandery  met  at  Put-in-B.iy,  August  2S.  Present : 
Sir  Brenton  D.  Babcock,  Grand  Commander,  all  the  other  Grand  Officers, 
Representatives  from  nine  Grand  Commanderies,  and  from  twenty-nine 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

V.  E.  Sir  Lafayette  Lyttle,  Grand  Captain  General  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, and  the  immediate  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  was  re- 
ceived and  welcomed  with  appropriate  honors  and  the  usual  speeches. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  ranks. 

His  refusal  to  allow  his  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  parade  on  "  deco- 
ration" and  other  days,  not  Masonic,  proves  him  to  possess  a  correct  idea 
of  propriety  and  common  sense. 

His  decisions  are  sound  and  in  accord  with  law  and  justice. 

He  thus  notices  our  season  of  trial,  sorrow,  suff*ering,  and  death  : 

It  is  with  a  heart  full  of  sadness  and  sympathy  that  I  revert  to  the  on- 
ward march  of  devastation  and  death  consequent  upon  the  fearful  scourge 
now  pervading  many  of  our  Southern  cities.  I  have  received  but  one  ap- 
peal from  official  sources,  which  I  herewith  submit. 

I  wili  not  reflect  upon  your  character  as  beneficent  and  christian  knights, 
by  asking  that  you  make  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  this  noble  charity,  feel- 
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ing  sure  that  your  generous  aud  sympathetic  hearts  are  already  eager  for 
the  opportunity. 

The  Address  is  rootit  excellent. 

Sir  E.  T.  Carson  submitted  the  R2p^rt  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
transactions  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies.  Mississippi  for  1878,  and  your  Com- 
mittee, receiving  their  full  quota  of  attention. 

[The  Grand  R-^cord-r  a^ain  firMume-i  upon  t!u?  di-^cetion  vested  in  him 
by  Sir  DeLap  to  **  tone  down"  his  Koput.  and  hoping  tliat  he  will  realize 
the  blessing  promised  to  peacemakers,  taken  the  lib^rc/  of  omitting  the 
dozen  pages  of  legal  cap  in  which  Sir  Carson  is  am^^ly  paid  **in  kind. "J 

TENNESSEE,     1878. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  May  2d, 
1878.  Present:  R.-.  E.*.  Sir  E.  R.  T.  Worsham,*  G.-.  C*.  Sir  M.  B.  Howell, 
Grand  Recorder;  the  other  Grand  OflBcers,  seven  Past  Grand  Commanders, 
six  Grand  Representatives,  and  the  delegates  of  fourteen  out  of  sixteen 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  and  well-digested  paper, 
but  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  matters  of  local  import.  Since  last  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  met  in  Annual  Conclave  the  Angel  of 
Death  has  gathered  a  rich  harvest  from  the  homes  of  that  State,  and  among 
the  thousands  who  were  swept  away  by  the  pestilence  was  he  whose  fare- 
well address  to  his  own  command  we  have  just  been  reading.  There  is 
something  inexpressibly  sublime  in  a  devotion  to  the  cause  of  humanity 
which  impels  Its  possessors  to  deed?  of  such  heroic  self-sacrifice.  Such  a 
sentiment  doubtless  actuated  Sir  Worsham,  and  he  literally,  with  many 
other  noble  hearts  whose  names,  with  his,  should  be  recorded  among  the 
greatest  and  best  of  the  children  of  Adam,  offered  his  life  as  a  sacrifice  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men. 

We  confess  our  utter  inability  to  do  justice  to  the  heroes  and  heroinesof 
the  late  epidemic,  among  whom  the  names  of  Sirs  Worsham  and  Wheeler 
stand  conspicuous,  and  we  will  not  attempt  it.  "Greater  love  hath  no  man 
than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends."  Peace  to  the  mem- 
ory of  our  fraternal  and  unselfish  dead!  May  the  grass  grow  green,  the 
flowers  bloom  brightly,  and  the  sod  rest  lightly  over  them.  May  God  bles.s 
and  comfort,  sustain  and  keep  the  loved  ones  left  behind  to  battle  alone 
against  the  troubles  and  cares  of  this  life.  Worsham  and  Fairchild!  kin- 
dred spirits!  occupying  one  year  ago  the  same  relation  to  their  respective 
Grand  Commanderies  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  to-day  they  sleep  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking,  have  finished  their  course  most  gloriously, 
dofied  their  earthly  armor,  and,  we  trust,  enjoy  a  place  together  near  the 
great  white  throne,  in  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Captain  of  their,  and 
our,  salvation ! 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  profound  sadness  that  we  recur  to  these  painful 
matters,  but  respect  for  the  one,  and  a  feeling  of  frateral  affection  for  the 
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other,  engendered  by  a  long  personal  acquaintance,  demands  a  higher  trib- 
ute to  their  memory  than  we  possess  the  capacity  to  indite. 
Sir  Wilburn  F.  Foster,  G.'.  C.*.,  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder. 

TEXAS,     1878. 

This  Grand  Body  met  in  the  city  of  Austin,  January  30th,  1878.  R,  E. 
Sir  D.  R.  Gurley,  Grand  Commander. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  very  short,  and  contains  noth- 
ing of  special  interest  outside  of  his  own  lines.  He  reports  a  year  of  pros- 
perity and  peace,  which  accounts  for  his  lack  of  material  of  which  to  build 
a  long  address. 

Sir  R.  M.  Elgin  submitted  a  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
doings  of  twenty- eight  Grand  Commanderies,  Mississippi  for  1878  in- 
cluded. The  Report  is  a  good  one,  and  we  would  like  to  take  aboard  some 
of  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  Fraters,  but  we  don't  know  where  to  begin  nor 
where  to  atop,  so  we  will  do  neither. 

Sir  J.  F.  Miller,  G.*.  C*.*  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand  Recorder. 

VERMONT,    1878. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  assembled  in  the  city  of  Burlington, 
June  11th.  Present :  Sir  Edward  S.  Dana,  Grand  Commander,  alargedel- 
egation  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  P.*.  E.\  Commanders,  and  the  Representa- 
tives of  seven  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander  says  : 

"The  Divine  Master  has  kept  us  safely  from  enemies  without  or  apostates 
within,  and  the  dark  shadow  of  the  death  angel's  wings  rest  on  no  vacant 
chair  in  our  circle  as  we  call  again  the  roll  of  this  Grand  Body." 

The  address  is  short,  but  well-written  and  interesting,  and  we  beg  pardon 
for  our  little  pleasantry  at  Sir  Dana's  expense  in  our  last  report. 

He  reports  the  Order  in  a  prosperous  and  growing  condition  in  Ver- 
mont. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  R.  S.  Taft,  and  though 
short,  is  sweet  and  spicy.    This  is  the  way  he  starts  out : 

Dear  Sir  Knights  : — Ten  years  ago,  after  three  years'  service,  we  laid 
aside — not  only  the  simple  pen,  which  is  said  to  be  mightier  than  the  sword, 
but  the  pen  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  which  is  conceded 
by  all  good  men  and  true  to  be  the  mightiest  pen  of  all.  We  left  at  that 
time  a  jolly  crew;  a  good  natured,  devil-may-care  crowd,  ready  at  all  times 
to  defend  the  right,  uphold  the  principles  of  our  Order,  and  use  their  liter- 
ary shillelehs  over  each  other's  heads,  following  the  rule  of  ''Donnybrook 
Fair"  of  hitting  a  head  wherever  one  was  to  be  seen. 

We  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Mutual  Admiration  Society  a  second  time 
with  feelings  of  hesitation,  trusting  we  may  find  some  of  the  Old  Guard, 
but  knowing  that  others  are  serving  in  the  ranks  on  high,  having  entered 
the  Asylum  above,  where  with  our  blessed  Emanuel  they  are  at  rest.  We 
have  met  many  of  them  upon  the  historic  fields  of  Baltimore  and  New 
Orleans;  and  although  we  expect  to  meet  in  the  future  many  as  valiant  and 
as  able  as  the  ones  we  crossea  pens  with  years  ago,  still  our  first  loves  will 
back  again,  and  the  names  of  Corson  and  Gouley  and  Hopkins  and, 
Drummond  and  Fellows  and  a  host  of  others,  each  one  a  host  in  himself  t 
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bring  to  us  pleasant  remembrances  of  the  past,  not  to  be  supplanted  by  new 
acquaintances  and  new  associations. 

We  say  this  for  "auld  lang  syne/*  and  in  response  to 
"Those  feelings  that  start 
When  memory  plays  an  old  tunc  on  the  heart." 

Mississippi,  for  1877,  receives  short  but  courteous  notice,  and  Sir  Power's 
report  meets  with  his  hearty  approval.  The  report  is  a  brief  one,  the 
reason  for  which  Sir  Taft  can  tell  best  himself,  and  here  is  the  way  he 
does  it : 

CoxcLUSiON.— Here  you  have  it;  as  the  (Connecticut  man  said  about  his 
dinner:  "It  is  good  enough,  what  there  is  of  it,  and  there  is  enough  of  it, 
such  as  it  is."  Under  the  circumstances,  this  report  is  much  better  than 
we  expected.  To  insure  a  good  one,  the  writer  should  be  a  man  of  "elegant 
leisure;"  he  should  have  a  salary  at  least  equal  in  amount  to  that  of  the 
Attorney  General,  a  vacation  of  six  weeks  in  the  month  of  August;  then 
with  a  few  clerks,  and  the  Proceedings  passed  to  him  periodically  during 
the  year,  he  might  write  something  of  value.  But  to  have  as  we  had,  a  day 
or  two  before  this  report  was  expected,  an  express  [)ackagc  tumbled  into  our 
office,  marked  "Proceedings  of  Grand  Commanderies;"  two  terms  of  court 
to  attend;  a  young  Templar  on  our  hands,  about  three  weeks  old,  and  "mind 
now"  the  first  one  in  the  family;  and  many  other  things  to  distract  us — it 
was  more  than  any  ordinary  man  could  do  to  elegantly  write  as  our  prede- 
cessor and  our  foreign  friends  have  done.  But  if  our  kind  confreres  do  not 
value  our  effort,  rendered  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  highly 
ait  they  might  otherwise  do,  we  can  only  trust  that  we  may  be  more  favor- 
ably situated  to  serve  them  hereafter,  and  will  console  ourself  with  the 
comforting  reflection  that  it  becomes  a  good  Templar  to  be  patient,  biding 
his  time  wnen,  in  the  Asylum  above,  he  wears  the  crown  of  life  promised 
to  those  that  arc  faithful  unto  death. 

Sir  Russell  is  a  "brick"  and  we  accept  his  apology  as  valid,  and  offer 
our  congratulations  on  the  advent  of  the  "  Young  Templar,"  aforesaid. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder,  re-clcctcd. 

VIRGINIA,     1878. 

The  Annual  Assembly  of  this  Grand  Commandcry  convened  in 
tlie  city  of  Norfolk,  Nov.  12th.  Present:  R.  E.  Sir RobortE.  Withers, 
Grand  Commander;  the  Ropresontatives  of  thirteen  chartered,  and  of  one 
Commandery  Under  Dispensation,  together  with  a  number  of  visiting 
Sir  Knights  from  the  various  Subordinate  Commanderics  of  the  State. 

The  first  thing  in  order  was  an  eloquent  address  of  wehome,  pronounced 
by  Sir  Rogers,  to  which  G.*.  C*.  Withers  responded  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  in  appropriate  and  eloquent  terms. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short,  but  comprehensive 
paper,  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  matters  of  local  import.  He  refers, 
in  appropriate  and  eloquent  terms,  to  the  Knightly  Dead  of  his  own  and 
other  jurisdictions;  pays  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  exalted  worth  of  P.*.  G.*. 
C*.  John  Robin  McDaniel,  of  Virginia,  and  V.-.  £.'.  Sir  Orrin  Welch,  of 
New  York. 

We  clip  the  following  reference  to  a  matter  still   fresh  in  the  minds  of 

During  the  late  fearful  epidemic  which  visited  somcW^'affl-^^iV^Piu^^i^ 
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dictions,  I  received  a  commuuication  from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Mis- 
aiasippi,  announcing  the  uecessitics  of  our  Fr&ters  in  that  State,  and  the 
imperative  need  of  assistance  from  localities  not  afflicted  with  the  dread 
scourge.  I,  therefore,  directed  our  Grand  Recorder  to  transmit  a  contri- 
bution from  the  Grand  Commatidery  funds  in  aid  of  the  sufferers.  This 
assistance,  though  restricted  in  amount  by  the  straitened  treasury  of  our 
Grand  Commandery,  evinced  at  least  our.deep  sympathy  with  our  stricken 
comrades  and  our  willingness  to  extend  that  aid  which  their  necessities  de- 
manded and  our  ability  to  ixirform  would  admit. 

The  spirit  is  everything  in  giving.  The  widow's  two  mites  made  a  pon- 
derous entry  in  the  ledger  on  high,  to  her  credit. 

We  thank  you.  Sirs,  of  the  Old  Dominion ;  for  your  material  aid  and 
fraternal  sympathy  in  our  hour  of  trial,  and,  right  here,  we  will  reit- 
erate our  thanks  to  all  our  Praters,  Companions  and  fellow-citizens 
of  all  kindreds,  tribes  and  tongues,  throughout  the  globe,  who  so  nobly 
and  generously  responded  to  our  cry  for  help.  May  God  reward  them, 
even  as  they  served  us. 

The  Grand  Encampment,  it  seem?,  by  prescribing  qualifications  of  can- 
didates for  the  Orders  has,  thereby,  set  aside  a  regulation  of  Virginia,  re- 
quiring candidates  to  be  affiliated  Master  and  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  our  Virginia  Praters  are  disposed  to  grumble  and 
protest.  We  suggest  that  both  plans  be  dropped,  and  that  Virginia  regu- 
late her  domestic  affairs  to  suit  herself. 

We  notice  that  the  Grand  Commander  granted  a  dispensation  to  a 
couple  of  his  Commanderies  to  appear  in  public  on  the  occasion  of  the  ded- 
ication of  a  monument  to  the  Confederate  dead.  We  regret  this.  We 
cannot  approve  in  Virginia  what  we  condemn  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  or 
Michigan.  If  it  is  right  for  Templars  to  parade  in  one  place  on  other  than 
strictlyTemplar  or  Masonic  days,  it  is  right  everywhere.  But,  unfortu- 
nately, it  is  not  right,  and  ought  not  to  be  permitted. 

He  reports  the  Order  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Sir  James  A.  Scott  presented  an  able  and  exhaustive  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence, reviewing,  in  a  masterly  manner,  the  transactions  of  thirty 
Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi,  for  1878,  coming  in  for  an  extended  notice. 
He  quotes  Sir  Pairchild's  opening,  which  he  styles  a  "  beautiful  passage." 
He  also  incorporates  into  his  Report,  with  words  of  warm  approval,  the 
correspondence  in  regard  to  the  medal  presented  to  the  Natchez  Protestant 
Orphan  Asylum  by  our  Grand  Commandery. 

He  gives  your  Committee  some  excellent  advice  in  regard  to  the  proper 
manner  of  speaking  our  mind,  for  which  we  sincerely  thank  him. 

He  says : 

He  dissents  from  Grand  Commander  Withers'  decision  on  the  subject 
of  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  affecting  the  standing  of  a  Tem- 
plar in  his  Commandery.  We  must  remind  you.  Sir  DeLap,  that  this 
opinion    was  based    upon   the    supposed    decisions  of  the  Grand  Master. 

And  we  must  remind  you.  Sir  Scott,  that  in  our  creed,  it  is  a  matter 
outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Master,  it  being  a  matter  purely  ^n^Tp 
entirely  within  the  province  of  the  State  Grand  Bodies  to  control.    If  w^ 
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were  elected  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  with  a  life- tenure  of  the 
office,  and  were  to  Uvea  thousand  years,  the  Grand  Master  would  never 
be  called  ui>on  to  decide  as  to  standing  or  membership  in  our  Subordinates. 
If  we  hapiKjned  to  get  into  a  fight  with  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Arkansas,  or 
Louisiana,  we  might  ask  for  his  good  offices  to  settle  the  question;  but 
under  no  other  circumstances. 

We  thank  you,  Sir  Scott,  for  your  kindly  mention  of  our  work  ;  we  apr 
preciatc  it  fully,  and  the  more  as  we  get  so  little  elsewhere. 

Sir  James  G.  Bain,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  continued. 

WISCONSIN,   187.8. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  assembled  in  the  city  of  Portage,  Sep- 
tember 3d.  Present :  R.-.  E.*.  Sir  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Commander; 
quite  an  array  of  Grand  Representatives  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  also 
Delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  fourteen  in  all. 

The  Grand  Commander  opens  his  Address  by  an  earnest  call  upon  the 
Assembly  for  a  suitable  acknowledgment  of  their  obligations  to  the  Father 
of  Mercies  for  benefits  received,  and  an  earnest  appeal  for  a  higher  and 
better  appreciation  of  the  sublime  and  elevating  teachings  and  principles 
of  the  Order.     In  all  of  which,  we  concur. 

Referring  to  the  observance  of  *'  Strictly  Templar  Day?,"  and  in  his  re- 
port of  an  '*  Eastern  Service,"  held  in  Milwaukee,  under  his  management, 
he  says : 

'^I  felt  some  hesitancy  in  entering  upon  arrangements  for  this  service.  It 
was  new  to  the  Sir  Knights  of  Wisconsin,  and  by  some  looked  upon  as  an 
innovation  upon  our  established  customs;  but  I  thought  it  was  right  and 
proper,  and  therefore  labored  for  its  success.  The  good  result  no  one 
douDts  now. 

"Sir  Knights,  there  is  one  of  two  things  we,  as  Templars,  must  do.  We 
must  either  believe  and  practice,  so  far  as  we  can,  the  principles  upon 
which  our  Order  is  founded,  or  stay  away  from  it.  We  must  be  honest 
with  ourselves,  and  if  we  do  not  believe  what  our  Order  teaches,  if  to  us 
it  is  all  a  myth,  a  stretch  of  imagination,  a  whim  of  the  past,  an  absurd 
thing,  we  should  discard  it  at  once;  leave  it,  and  never  again  darken  the 
doors  of  an  Asylum.  If  we  do  not  believe  these  things,  and  still  continue 
to  attend  the  meetings,  participate  in  the  ceremonies  and  wear  its  emblems, 
we  are  dishonest.  Not  only  dishonest  with  ourselves,  but  dishonest  in  our 
declarations  to  others,  and  our  lives  become  a  mockery  before  God,  whom 
we  claim  to  love  and  worship.  So  far  as  Templars  are  concerned,  there  arc 
but  two  plain  propositions  before  them.  One,  belief  in  the  Christian  relig- 
ion; the  other,  simple  unbelief.  And  let  me  assure  you.  Sir  Knights,  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  in  the  history  of  our  Order,  when  we  will  all  be 
obliged  to  choose  between  these  two.  The  attempts  now  being  made  by  t  he 
enemies  of  the  Christian  religion  to  overthrow  all  there  is  pure  and  good  of 
our  institution,  has  permeated  our  Order  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  been  forced  to  make  it  a  test  question  with  its  applicants. 
I  make  no  claims  to  more  knowledge  upon  this  subject  than  is  possessed  by 
everyone  who  has  investigated  it,  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hazard  the 
opinion  that  in  lesfs  than  ten  years  strict  and  rigid  lines  will  be  drawn,  and 
we  will  be  forced  to  take  a  stand  upon  one  side  or  the  other.  Two  sucbj^^ 
opposite  elements  cannot  long  harmonize.  A  break  must  come  sooner  or  latclv 
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For  these  reasons  I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  observe  those  days  which  to 
the  Christian  Knight,  are  sacred  hours — hours  of  joy  wherein  they  may 
celebrate  the  ransom  of  souls,  through  the  "new  law,"  and  by  our  simple 
service  attune  our  souls  to  that  spirit  of  love,  which  was  the  main-spring, 
the  motive  power  which  gave  to  ua  the  Saviour  of  mankind." 

AH  of  which  we  heartily  endorse. 

The  address  is  first-class  in  style  and  matter;  throughout  full  of  sound 
sense,  and  wise  counsels,  and  is  worthy  of  its  author.  The  Order  in  Wis- 
consin seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  state. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  minutes : 

By  Mil  ton  D.  Bartlett: 

Whertca^  For  several  weeks  past  the  citizens  of  various  cities  of  the 
South  have  been,  and  still  are,  smitten  with  the  plague  of  yellow  fever, 
destroying  their  business  and  entailing  great  suffering  and  want,  and  pur- 
suing to  the  death  many  of  our  fraters  and  their  families;  therefore. 

Resolved,  By  the  Grand  Commandery  of  tho  State  of  Wisconsin,  in  Annual 
Conclave  assembled,  that  the  hearty  sympathy  of  this  Grand  Body  is  hereby 
tendered  lo  our  Praters  in  their  affliction,  and  our  earnest  prayers  offt-red  to 
the  Dispenser  of  Events,  that  this  fearful  scourge  may  pass  away,  and  health 
and  peace  soon  prevail  in  all  our  borders.  '  * 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Note.  The  above  resolution  was  accompanied  with  a  sliort  but  very 
able  and  eloquent  address,  which  the  Grand  Recorder  regrets  hv  could  not 
obtain  for  publication. 

We  regret  the  absence  of  the  speech  ;  but  thank  our  Wisconsin  fraters 
most  heartily  for  their  sympathy,  and  the  material  evidences  of  it  of 
which  we  have  been  the  recipients. 

Proceedings  mostly  local.  We  find  a  little,  but  extremely  good  speech 
made  by  Grand  Commander  Woodhull,  on  the  occasion  of  the  "  Eastern 
Services,"  which  we  would  like  to  copy  entire,  but  our  space  forbids. 

Sir  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  which 
is  such  a  one  as  he,  alone,  can  get  up.  We  copy  his  opening,  and  will  give 
you  an  inkling  of  what  follows  : 

Pax  vobiscum.  Your  Correspondence  Committee  wi.shes  he  wasn't  a 
committee,  for,  as  a  committee,  there  are  certain  conventionalities  to  be 
observed  in  treating  of  the  subjects  under  consideration,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  charge  of  being  unparliamentary,  that  are  not  required  of  an  author 
writing  "  upon  his  own  motion." 

The  free,  off-hand  manner  of  your  Committee,  in  the  past,  has  disturbed 
some  good  retrospective  souls,  as  well  as  some  who  try  to  make  themselves  be- 
lieve men  have  no  souls — and  probably  such  men  have  none  to  brae  of. 
The  success  of  your  Committee  in  creating  a  sensation  in  the  ranks  of  these 
classes  encourages  perseverance  in  the  line  of  treatment  initiated. 

A  good  stirring  up  is  the  best  preventive  of,  or  panacea  for,  imbecility. 
Your  Committee  invite  incisive  criticism,  and  that  is  a  good  test  of  truth. 
No  thought,  worth  the  ink  employed  in  writing,  or  the  eflbrt  to  utter  it, 
ever  attains  to  oar  in  general  circulation,  without  having  to  pass  through  a 
scathing  ordeal  of  attempted  depreciation. 

The  following,  from  his  review  of  Alabama,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his 
entire  soundness  on  tho  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order,  nnd  of  his 
pure  morality; 

Your  Committe  regrets  to  find  mentioned  in  a  record  of  proceedings  ofjalc 
Grand  Commandery  such  an  item  as  this,   (in  the  account  of  one  of  t&e 
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expeditions  of  the  Grand  Body) :  **  Here,  for  an  hour,  champagne  was  the 
oraer  of  the  day."  An  "order,'*  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Commit- 
tee, would  have  been  **  better  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  obser- 
vance," a/id,  at  all  events,  should  have  been  adjudged  one  of  the  things  xoT 
^^  proper  to  be  written.^^  Champagne  and  its  concomitants  are  not  the 
kind  of  spirits  calculated  to  inspire  sentiments  of  a  nature  to  raise  the 
morale  of  the  institution  to  a  higher  and  better  plane. 

He  pays  his  respects  to  Mississippi  for  1878,  and  "  wades"  into  this 
Committee,  regardless  of  consequences.  Were  it  not  that  JSir  Carpenter 
says  what  he  has  to  say  in  commendation  of  our  style,  in  such  a  pleasant 
way,  we  should  feel  vexed,  and  tempted  to  say  something  '^  strong  ^^  in  re- 
ply, even  at  the  risk  of  the  '*  Boomerang"  tendency  of  such  a  course.  He 
particularly  objects  to  any  and  all  opposition  to  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  accuses  us  of  trying  to  overturn  it  becatisc  it  don*t  chime  with  our 
private  opinion,  or  operate  for  our  peculiar  benefit. 

Wchave  no  fault  to  find  with  Sir  Carpenter,  because  his  views  on  this 
and  other  subjects,  do  not  agree  with  ours,  but  we  do  deny  his  assump- 
tion of  both  the  utility  and  nccemty  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

For  Sir  Cari)entcr's  assurance  of  fraternal  feelings  toward  Mississippi 
and  ourselves,  we  tender  our  sincere  acknowledgments,  with  the  assu 
ranee  that  his  sharp  criticism  of  parts  of  our  work  of  last  year  is  taken 
in  the  same  kindly  spirit  in  which,  we  feel,  they  were  written. 

Sir  Cartxjuter  is  an  elegant  and  pungent  scribe,  and  but  for  his  heretical 
notions  in  regard  to  the  utility,  etc.,  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which 
destroys  all  the  good  which  might  result  from  his  excellent  exhortations  to 
a  higher  and  better  life  among  members  of  the  Order,  he  would  be  all,  as  a 
man,  our  hearts  could  wish  or  desire. 

coxcLrsiox. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights,  having  finished  our  work,  we  submit  it  for  your 
inspection.  Of  its  merits  or  demerits  it  will  not  be  proper  for  us  to  speak. 
We  trust  that  you  will  deal  leniently  with  its  imperfections,  and  acknowl- 
edge its  good  points,  if  you  find  any  in  it. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  Templar  Masonry,  on  this  conti- 
nent, is  in  a  healthy  and  vigorous  condition.  Peace,  prosperity  and  the 
attendant  blessings  prevail  to  an  unusual  extent. 

In  closing,  we  desire  to  m.ikc  one  request  of  the  great  family  of  Mutuals, 
and  that  is,  that  should  we,  in  consequence  of  the  elevation  to  the  ofiiceof 
Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  of  a  King  who  knows  not  Joseph,  be  re- 
duced to  the  ranks  again,  they  will,  each  and  all,  send  us  copies  of  their 
proceedings  for  the  next  year.  If  any  of  them  have  a  kindly  word  for  us, 
it  will  be  pleasant  to  read  it.  If  any  presume  to  speak  ill  of  us,  we  can 
"  go  for  them." 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Order  throughout 
the  globe,  and  particularly  in  c^ur  own  land,  we  say,  au  revoir. 

E.  GEO.  DELJrI*,__^T^ 
ChjRPifee^Committ^^^ 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama Peleg  Browx Mobile. 

Arkansas Wm.  H.  Howes Forest  City. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell Nevada. 

Colorado David  C.  Collier Central. 

Connecticut Israel  M.  Bullock Bridgeport. 

Georgia : Samuel  P.  Hamilton.... /Saranna/*. 

Illinois James  Hawley Divoriy  Lee  county. 

Indiana Charles  Cruft Terre  Baute. 

Iowa John  C.  Parish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  M.  Price Atchison, 

Kentucky William  Alva  Warner. Zo?^i«n7/f. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DeGrange New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dru^mo^d,.., Portland. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island... Nicholas  Van  Slyck  ..„ Providence. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adreon Baltimore. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Langley Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Prall St.  Louis. 

New  Hampshire John  A.Harris Concord. 

New  Jersey John  WolvertoN Trenton. 

New  York George  Babcock Troy. 

Nebraska Alfred  G.  Hastings Lincoln. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Buechner Youngstown. 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbury Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Geo.  R.  Fearn Dallas. 

Vermont Russell  S.  Taft Burlington. 

West  Virginia Mason  W.  Burt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Milwaukee. 

GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND   COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  Savery Baldtcyn. 

Arkansas T.  G.  Birchett Vicksbi^rg. 

California John  K.  Fulson Water  tnilley. 

Connecticut G.  Johnson Jackson. 

Georcia John  A.  Galbreath Union  Church. 

Illinois William  G.  BENBROOK..il/aWm. 

Indiana J.  R.  McIntosh Okolona. 

Iowa William  French Vicksburg. 

Kansas John  Nei^on Jackson. 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

I^niisiana E,  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine Frank  Burkitt Okolona. 

Maryland James  T.  Whitehead Holly  Springs. 

Mas.s.  and  Rhode  Island....RoBERT  B.  Brannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota W.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Mercer Lexington. 

Nebraska , Jas.T.  Fant Holly  Springs. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewart Natchez. 

New  York GuB.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Irwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania J.S.  Cain Okolona. 

Tennessee R.  L.  Saunders Jackson. 

Texas Oliver  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walker Port  Gibson.^  j 

I^^consin John  A.  Dicks iVa^cAesed  by  VjOOQ IC 


GRAND  RECORDERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery, 

Arkansas John  W.  Rison Little  Rock, 

California Thos.  H,  Caswell San  Francisco, 

Canada Daniel  Spry Toronto, 

Colorado Edward  C.  VAB.yLV^i.B.^..„ Georgetown, 

Connecticut John  W.  Stedman Norwich. 

Georgia Andrew  M.  Wolihin Albany. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bramwell Indianapolijf. 

Iowa William  B.  La^oridqe... Muscatine. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  CRONiNOER...(7<winaton. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  Orleans,  Box  R72. 

Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

Maryland Chas.  T.  Cisco Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island... Alfred  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan William  P.  Innes.. Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pierson ..Saint  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri., Wm.  H.  Mayo Saint  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey George  B.  Edwards Jersey  City. 

New  York Robert  Macoy New  York. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Charles  Eugene  Meyer. Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Robert  Brewster .Houston. 

Vermont J.  Monroe  Poland Montpelier. 

Virginia Wm.  B.Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Gbo.  F.  Irvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Chas.  P.  Utley Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment  U.  S..Theo.  Sutton  Parvin Iowa  City, 
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The  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  KoHciuRko,  on  tlie  third 
Wednesday  in  April,  1881,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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GRANp  COMMANDERY 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF   MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


The  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, commenced  its  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  in  the 
Asylum  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  at  Natchez,  on  Wednesday, 
the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1880,  A.  O.  762,  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The]Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Captain- 
General,  when  the  Gtand  Officers  were  officially  received  and  es- 
corted to  their  several  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  and  Past  Officers  and  Rep- 
resentatives were 

PRESENT. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Ebwin R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

"   W.  G.  Benbrook V.  E.  Dep.  Gr.  Commander. 

'*  J.  T.  Whitehead E.  Grand  Generalissimo,  p.  t. 

"   Wm.  French *' Grand  Captain  General. 

*'   Rev.  R.  S.  Woodward "  Grand  Prelate. 

"   W.  P.  TowLER "  Grand  Senior  Warden,  p.  t. 

**   C.  Lee  Lincoln "  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

"   N.  S.  Walker "  Grand  Treasurer. 

**   J.  L.  Power "  Grand  Recorder. 

"   Gus.  J.  Bahin "  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  p.  l. 

"  Jas.  T.  Meade "  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

"   H.  M.  RoMBEROER "  Grand  Warder. 

'*  Jacob  Peebles "  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

The  Grand  Officers  absent  being :  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson,  Grand 
Generalissimo;  Sir  F.  E.  Whitfield,  Grand  Senior  Warden;  Sir 
David  Carr,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
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4  Proceedings  of  the 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap Past  Grand  Commander* 

**   Wm.  G.  Paxton Past  Grand  Commander. 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS, 

(Not  Representing  Commanderies.) 

Sir  Geo.  K.  Bibchett,  of  Magnolia,  No.  2. 
Sir  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  of  Rosalie,  No.  6. 

And  Representatives  from  the  following  Commanderies  : 

Mmimppij  No,  1  — 

John  A.  Webb,  E.  C. 

Wm.  H.  Watkins,  proxy  for  Captain-General. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

Fredbbic  Speed,  E.  C. 

Lexington,  No.  3 — 

Ja8.  T.  Meade,  E.  C. 

HoUy  Springs,  No,  4 — 

J.  T.  Whitehead,  E.  C. 

BtmUie,  No,  5— 

Chas.  T.  Chambeblain,  E.  C. 
Jno.  a.  Dicks,  Gen'o. 
A.  H.  Foster,  C.  G. 

St.  Oyr,  No.  6— 

H.  M.  Rombebgeb,  E.  (\ 

Winona,  No.  7 — 

H.  P.  TUBNEB,  E.  C. 

DeMolay,  No,  8— 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  E.  C 

IvanKoe,  No,  10 — 

Fbank  Bubkitt,  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Kosciusko,  No.  11 — 

M.  A.  Clabk,  E.  C. 

Canton,  No.  12— 

Wm.  Pbiestly,  E.  C. 

C^irur  de  Lion,  No.  13 — 

J.  H.  GOBDON,  E.  C. 

Jno.  a.  B.  Jones,  proxy  for  C.  G. 

S.  M.  Bbiscoe.  proxy  for  Gen'o. 

(Jrenada,  No.  16 — 

G.  Y.  Fbeeman,  E.  C. 

Also  present,  the  duly  accredited  Representatives  of  the  Grand 
Commanderies  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  Minnesota,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Vermont,  West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

And  the  Sir  Knights  generally  of  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5. 
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The  Grand  Commandery  having  been  opened  in  Ample  and 
Knightly  Form, 

The  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  submitted 
his  Annual  Address. 

GRAND  COMMANDER'S  ADDRESS. 

Sir  Knights  0/  the  Ginnd  Cammandery  of  Mississippi : 

In  obedience  to  a  time-honored  custom  of  our  Order,  I  arise  to  render  jou 
an  account  of  my  fttewardship  since  your  partiality  made  me  your  Grand  Com- 
mander. 

The  hand  upon  the  dial-plate  of  time  has  marked  another  year  since  last 
we  met,  and  we  have  reached  another  mile-stone  on  the  journey  of  life. 

Into  that  year  has  been  crowded  many  an  act  of  good  and  evil — many  an  act 
for  which,  in  the  Grand  Asylum  above,  we  shall  hear  the  welcome  plaudit, 
"  well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,"  and,  alas !  some,  perhaps,  at  the  men- 
tion of  which  our  Knightly  plumes  will  droop  in  shame ! 

How  proper,  then,  is  it,  on  such  an  occasion  as  this,  to  cast  a  retrospective  eye 
over  the  past,  and  enquire  whether  we  have  kept  our  banners  ever  loftily  up- 
borne, and  our  glittering  swords  untarnished  by  the  vices  of  this  world  as  be- 
comes true  and  tried  soldiers  of  the  Cross. 

While  I  would  not  be  self  gratulatory,  I  can  truthfully  say  of  the  Sir  Knights 
of  Mississippi,  that  so  far  as  my  observation  goes  their  good  deeds  by  far  out- 
number their  evil  ones ;  and  while  none  of  us  are  perfect,  yet  none  of  us  are 
utterly  bad. 

I  am  happy.  Sir  Knights,  to  report  that  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  reigns 
within  our  borders.  We  are  in  accord  with. ourselves  and  with  all  neighbor- 
ing jurisdictions.  If  a  single  jar  or  discord  has  arisen  in  this  jurisdiction 
during  my  term  of  office,  I  have  not  been  made  aware  of  it.  All  communica- 
tions between  Subordinate  Commanderies,  have  been  marked  by  that  lofty 
spirit  of  Knightly  courtesy  so  characteristic  of  our  noble  Order,  while,  in  their 
official  intercourse  with  me,  as  your  representative  head,  I  have,  on  all  occa- 
sions, been  treated  with  the  most  distinguished  honor.  In  fact,  so  loyal  and 
true  have  been  my  command  to  me,  and  so  light  my  duties,  that  I  shall  ever 
look  back  to  my  term  of  office,  as  your  Grand  Commander,  with  emotions  of 
the  keenest  pleasure. 

My  first  official  act  was,  in  obedience  to  Section  28,  paragraphs  1  and  2,  Code 
Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  turn  over  the  command  of  Winona 
Commander^,  No.  7,  to  Sir  Frank  Hawkins,  Generalissimo. 

I  had  high  hopes,  when  first  elected,  of  being  able  to  visit  every  Commandery 
in  the  State,  and  had  made  arrangements  to  do  so  in  several  instances ;  but  the 
serious  and  long  continued  illness  of  my  wife,  from  which  she  is  not  yet  recov- 
ered, has  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  carry  out  my  programme. 

The  visits  I  did  make,  however,  convinced  me  of  the  great  good  to  be  accom- 
plished by  such  means,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  it  upon  my  successors 
in  office,  to  see  to  it  that  they  meet  each  Subordinate  Commandery  at  least 
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once  during  the  year.  I  am  convinced  that  nothing  would  more  advance  the 
caiiBe  of  Knighthood  than  this ;  and  it  is  well  worth  the  attention  of  this  Grand 
Body  to  see  if  some  plan  cannot  be  devised  by  which  each  subordinate  Com- 
raandery  can  be  visited  and  inspected  at  least  once  during  the  year,  either  by 
the  Grand  Commander  in  person,  or  some  one  of  the  Grand  Officers  acting  under 
his  orders.  By  dividing  the  work  among  the  first  four  of  the  Grand  Officers,  it 
could  be  made  very  light  on  all,  and  would  only  be  a  recreation  to  attend  to  it. 
The  plan  has  been  tried  in  other  jurisdictions  with  the  most  marked  success. 

VISITATIONS. 

In  October  I  had  the  pleasure,  on  the  invitation  of  Sir  H.  M.  Komberger, 
Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Cyr,  No.  6,  to  virtit  that  Commandery,  and  wit- 
nessed the  conferring  of  the  Orders  by  himself  and  Past  Grand  Commander 
John  K.  Fulson  in  a  masterly  manner. 

I  found  this  Commandery  quartered  in  a  splendid  Asylum  and  reasonably 
well  equipped  with  paraphernalia.  The  Sir  Knightii  present  were  well  in- 
formed ;  and  the  only  thing  I  saw  to  criticise  in  St.  Cyr,  was  the  want  efficiency 
in  Asylum  drill.  This,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  is  also  true  of  every  Commandery 
in  this  jurisdiction  which  I  have  visited,  and  it  is  a  crying  evil  which  merits 
the  immediate  attention  of  Eminent  Commanders. 

In  October  T  notified  Sir  B.  D.  Matthews,  Generalissimo  in  charge  of  Holly 
Springs,  No.  4,  (Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  their  Commander,  being  absent,)  that  I 
would  be  pleased  to  pay  his  Cbmmandery  an  official  visit  on  some  day  to  be 
net  by  himself,  and  instructed  him  to  summon  his  entire  command  to  be  pre- 
sent. I  wanted  to  meet  the  entire  command,  because  I  had  learned  that  a 
spirit  of  apathy  had  seized  them,  and  that  some  of  them  were  even  meditating 
a  surrender  of  their  charter.  I  thought,  probably,  I  could  infuse  some  new  life 
into  them,  and  the  result  justified  my  expectations.  Sir  Knight  Matthews 
promptly  responded,  naming  a  day  for  my  visit,  and  on  my  arrival  I  found 
him,  notwithstanding  his  eighty  years,  with  his  command  drawn  up  in  line  to 
receive  me;  and  throughout  my  stay  no  effi:)rt  was  spared  that  courtesy  or  hos- 
pitality could  suggest,  by  either  himself  or  his  gallant  comrades,  to  make  my 
stay  pleasant. 

I  found  the  Commandery  quartered  in  a  fine  hall,  (used  in  common  by  all 
the  Masonic  bodies,)  and  fairly  well  equipped.  The  Sir  Knights  were  not  all 
uniformed,  however,  and  a  very  great  deficiency  in  the  drill  and  work  w^as 
manifest. 

This  Commandery  suffered  severely  from  yellow  fever,  losing  many  of  its 
brightest  lights.  I  also  found,  on  investigation,  that  it  was  in  debt.  These 
facts,  together  with  the  prolonged  absence  of  their  Eminent  Commander,  Sir 
J.  T.  Whitehead,  had  caused  a  feeling  of  despondency  which  threatened  the 
existence  of  the  Commandery. 

They  had  done  no  "work"  for  a  long  time,  but  in  anticipation  of  my  visit 
had  two  candidates  ready  for  the  Orders.  During  my  stay  three  others  handed 
in  their  petitions,  all  of  whom  being  members  of  the  Chapter  at  Holly  Springs, 
and  well  kncwn  citizens  of  the  vicinity,  I  felt  no  hesitation  in  granting  dis- 
pensations for  an  immediate  ballot. 
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BeftidcB  myself,  there  were  present  as  visitors :  P.*.  G/.  C*.  Fulson,  K.\  <^\.* 
lioMDEBGJSRy  Prelate  Whitsey,  aud  a  number  of  Sir  Knights  from  St.'(r<yri 
No.  6,  also,  Sir  J.  M.  Ellis,  of  Winona,  No.  7,  the  latter  of  whom  -I  h^d 
detailed  to  deliver  a  public  address  on  the  "  Duties  and  Objects  of  Templar- 
ism."  With  this  array  of  competent  aa.sistants,  in  addition  to  Sir  Knights  pf 
No.  4,  the  Orders  could  not  fail  to  be  impressively  conferred.  And  whil<^  all 
acted  well  their  respective  parts,  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty,  as  it  certainly  is  a  plea- 
Hure,  to  speak  of  the  masterly  rendition  of  the  Prelate's  offices  by  Sir  T.  W. 
WniTSEY,  Prelate  of  St.  Cyr,  No.  6.  This  officer,  by  his  superb  rendering  of 
the  servicep,  invested  them  with  a  grandeur,  a  dignity  and  a  pathos,  which  I 
have  never  seen  equalled.  To  say  they  brought  tears  to  almost  every  eye,. is 
but  to  speak  the  simple  truth.  Would  that  we  had  more  like  him.  A  notable 
feature  of  my  visit  to  this  Commandery  was  the  public  address  of  Sir  J.  M. 
Ellis,  which  was  delivered  in  the  Town  Hall,  to  a  large  audience  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  It  was  able,  timely  and  appropriate,  and  could  not  fail  to  do  much 
good. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Sir  Knight  Ellis'  address,  the  Commandery  assisted 
in  the  baptism  of  Sir  Jno.  R.  McCarroll's  infant  son,  to  the  extent  of  stand- 
ing at  a  present  during  the  performance  of  the  ceremony,  by  the  minister.  I 
had  been  previously  requested  by  Sir  Knight  McCarboll  to  baptise  the  babe 
with  Templar  ceremonies,  but  as  we  have  no  baptismal  service  peculiar  to  the 
Order,  I  could  not  comply  further  than  as  stated  aboVe;  with  the  following 
introductory  remarks  by  myself: 

"Reverend  Sir:  Wc  appear  before  you  at  the  requcHt  of  the  parents  of 
this  babe,  and  in  their  l)ehalf  ask  for  it  at  your  hands,  the  rites  of  Chrintian 
baptism.  We,  Sir,  as  Knights  Templar,  acknowledge  Jesus  Chrint  as  our 
great  Captain  and  Guide ;  and  our  noble  Order  is  founded  upon  the  Christian 
religion  and  a  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues.  It  is  meet  and  proper,  there- 
fore, that  we  shou'd  ask  you,  a  ("hristian  minister  and  a  fellow  soldier  under 
the  same  glorious  banner  of  the  Ooss,  to  bless  this  little  one  and  consecrate 
him  to  the  cause  of  our  Master." 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  only  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  parents  of  the  child 
and  took  but  little  part  in  the  ceremonies.  Yet  the  small  part  we  did  take 
rendered  them  very  beautiful  and  impressive,  and  1  am  convinced  tended  to 
the  good  of  the  Order  by  exciting  an  interest  not  before  fell. 

dispensations. 

In  addition  to  the  dispensations  mentioned  above,  for  balloting  on  petitions 
in  less  than  regular  time,  I  have  issued  others,  as  follows: 

On  July  3d,  1879,  to  Sir  H.  M.  Romberoer,  Eminent  Commander  of  St. 
Cyr,  No.  6. 

November  28th,  1879,  to  Sir  Frank  Hawkins,  Generalissimo  in  command 
of  Winona,  No.  7. 

March  2oth,  1880,  to  Sir  Ciias.  T.  Chamberlain,  Eminent  Commander,  Ros- 
alie, No.  5.  J 

In  each  case  satisfying  myself  that  the  candidate  was  a  well  known  citizen 
of  the  community  and  a  member  of  the  adjacent  Ix)dge  and  Chapter.     It  is 
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the  caHtom  with  some  Grand  Commanders  to  apoloffise  for  granting  such  diji- 

pensationfl.  I  have  none  to  make.  My  opinion  isTthat  where  we  have  known 
/  a  companion  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  for  years,  perhaps,  and  where  he  is  a 
f  well  known  citizen  of  the  vicinity,  we  are  as  well  qualified  to  judge  of  his 
\^  fitness  for  promotion  as  we  would  be  after  the  lapse  of  another  thirty  days.^' 

Believing  this  I  have  not  hesitated  to  grant  dispensations  in  all  such  cases 

where  the  circumstances  seemed  to  demand  them. 

NEW    ELECnONH. 

Sir  W.  S.  Featheiwton,  the  Eminent  Commander  elect  of  Holly  Springs 
No.  4,  having  declined  to  be  installed  on  account  of  not  having  time  to>  attend 
to  the  duties  of  the  office,  I,  on  the  22d  March,  1880,  ordered  Sir  J.  T.  WhIte- 
HBAD,  the  holding  over  Commander,  to  call  a  special  conclave  of  his  Com- 
mandery  and  proceed  to  hold  a  new  election  for  Eminent  Commander,  notify- 
ing our  Grand  Recorder  and  myself  of  the  renult.  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that 
Sir  Whitehead  was  himself  re-elected. 


This  Grand  Commandery  has  been  striving  for  years  to  attain  uniformity  in 
the  work,  but  so  far  without  success,  although  more  than  one  committee  has 
been  appointed.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Encampment  has  a  very 
able  committee  now  in  charge  of  that  subject,  who  will  probably  report  at  the 
next  Triennial  Conclave,  I  would  recommend  that  no  further  action  be  taken 
by  this  Grand  Body  until  after  that  time,  as.  in  all  probability,  a  ritual  will 
then  be  adopted  for  general  use  throughout  the  United  States. 

KNIGHT8  OF   MALTA. 

In  this  connection,  however,  I  wish  to  say  that  tiie  prepared  ritual  of  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  which  will  be  submitted  at  that  time,/whilc  undoubtedly 
beautiful,  yet  it  is  so  complicated  and  elaborate  that  in  my^  opinion  it  will  be 
impracticable  In  this  jurisdiction,  where  most  of  our  Comraandcries  are  small. 
It  requires  the  assistance  of  seventeen  officers  to  confer  it  properly.  This  is 
nearly  the  full  strength  of  some  of  our  Commanderies,  and  if  it  is  made  obli- 
gatory upon  us  to  confer  it  in  full  it  cannot  fail  to  retard  our  progress  in  this 
jurisdiction^  For  this  reason  I  would  prefer  its  l)eing  left  optionary  with  Com- 
manderies lo  confer  or  communicate  it  as  they  prefer,  and  as  the  circumstances 
may  justify,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  this  Grand  Body,  if  it  agrees 
with  me,  to  express  its  views  on  the  subject  by  instructing  its  delegates  to  the 
next  Triennial  Conclave.  It  is  a  question  now  attracting  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion. 

recommendationw. 

I  recommend  also  that  our  delegates  be  instructed  to  procure,  if  possible,  the 
amending  of  Sec.  26,  Article  2  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
so  as  to  provide  that  each  subordinate  Commandery  shall  be  entitled  to  three 
votes  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  whether  represented  by  all  its  officers  or  one. 
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It  is  a  question  that  annually  recurs  in  this  Grand  Body,  and  the  law  is  an- 
nually set  aside  by  mutual  consent.  The  trouble  has  arisen  from  what,  in  my 
opinion,  is  a  false  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, by  reason  of  which  the  membership  in  Grand  Bodies  is  claimed  to  be 
personal  and  not  representative.  A  moment's  thought,  it  seems  to  me,  will 
demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  this  as  to  all  except  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers. 
This  Grand  Commandery  was  organized  by  the  subordinate  Commanderies 
then  in  existence,  acting  through  their  representatives,  and  each  one  stood  upon 
the  floor  of  the  first  Grand  Asylum  as  the  peer  of  all  the  others,  without  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  representatives  it  had  present.  If  representation  in 
personal,  and  not  through  the  Commandery,  why  is  it  that  Constitutional 
amendments  have  to  be  referred  back  to  subordinates  for  ratification  ?  The 
law,  as  it  now  stands,  is  so  plainly  unjust,  that  I  believe  a  simple  presentation 
of  facts  to  the  Grand  Encampment  will  insure  its  repeal. 

DELEGATED  TO  TRIENNIAL    CONrLAVE. 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  I  would  suggest  the  im- 
portance of  taking  steps  to  insure  a  full  representation  from  Mississippi  at  the 
next  Triennial  Conclave,  at  Chicago.  This  promises  to  be,  by  far,  the  most 
important  meeting  of  Knights  Templar  ever  held  in  modern  times,  and  it  be- 
hooves us  to  see  that  our  Grand  Commandery  is  fully  and  ably  represented.  To 
do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  proper  accommodation  for  the 
Sir  Knights  who  may  attend.  Outside  the  traveling  and  other  ptrsoncd  ex- 
penses, of  the  delegates,  which,  of  course  I  donH  mean  to  include,  there  will  be 
numerous  expenses  which  it  seems  this  Grand  Body  ought  to  provide  for, 
such  as  Commandery  Headquarters,  badges,  jewels,  etc.  To  this  end  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
the  most  feasible  plan. 

In  December,  I  received  a  circular  from  Sir  Xorman  T.  Gassette,  Chair- 
man of  the  Triennial  Committee,  asking  me  to  report  the  probable  number  of 
Sir  Knights  who  would  attend  from  Mississppi,  in  order  that  proper  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  for  their  accommodation.  I  referred  the  question  to  Sir 
Power,  our  Grand  Recorder,  but  at  that  early  day  he  could  not  procure  the 
necessary  data,  for  a  correct  answer.  He  has  issued  a  circular  note  to  each 
Commandery,  however,  and  I  trust  the  delegates  to  this  Conclave  are  prepared 
to  give  him  the  necessary  information.  It  is  very  desirable  that  he  should 
know  at  once,  for  the  crowd  at  Chicago  will  be  so  immense,  that  we  might  be 
troubled  to  get  accommodations  if  delayed  too  long. 

Knowing,  however,  his  inimitable  **power'*  of  making  both  ends  meet,  I  have 
not  troubled  myself  much  about  it,  having  an  abiding  faith  that  he  will  bring 
us  out  all  right. 

And  now,  my  dear  Fraters,  permit  me  here  to  make  a  suggestion  in  all  kind- 
ness to  those  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  go  to  Chicago.  Let  us  all  remember 
there  (as  well  as  here,)  that  we  represent  the  dignity  and  honor  of  Mississippi 
Knighthood.  Let  us  not  do  anything  there  which  we  would  blush  to  do  at 
home.  Let  us  do  nothing  there  to  tarnish  the  bright  escutcheon  of  a  State 
which  has  produced  a  Fairchild,  a  Walter,  and  a  Hillyer. 

These  truths  I  would  particularly  impress  upon  you  : 
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Int.  It  is  unbecoming  the  rharacter  of  a  Knight,  to  ubc  profane  or  vulgar 
language  while  dressed  in  the  uniform  of  a  Templar. 

2d.  It  ifl  unbecoming  a  Templar  when  in  uniform  to  be  seen  drinking  at  a 
public  bar. 

These  BuggeHtiona  arc  suited  to  any  latitude,  and  warranted  to  keep  in  any 
climate.  I  have  seen  them  violated  by  MisHissippians  at  other  Triennial  Con- 
claves, and  blushed  to  see  it.     I  do  hope  I  shall  not  see  it  at  Chicago, 

ATTKNDASrE. 

The  slini  and  uncertain  attendance  at  some  of  our  (irand  Conclaves  admon- 
ishes us  to  try  and  see  if  there  be  not  some  remedy  for  the  evil.  In  my 
opinion,  it  will  be  found  in  passing  a  resolution  instructing  the  Grand  Recorder 
to  issue  a  regular  summons  just  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Conclave, 
requiring  the  attendance  of  the  three  (Council  officers  of  each  subordinate 
Commandery.  This  would  insure  a  prompt  and  regular  attendance.  The  plan 
has  been  tried  in  other  jurisdictions  with  the  best  results.  It  may  at  first 
glance  api)ear  harsh,  but  in  reality  there  are  very  few  Sir  Knights  in  Miss  issippi 
who  cannot  easily  aflTord  the  expense  of  a  trip  to  the  Grand  Commandery  once 
a  year,  especially  when  they  arc  certain  to  be  so  well  repaid  for  their  trouble. 

.H'RISPICTION. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  has  given  us  great  trouble  in  this  State,  and  has 
retarded  to  some  extent  the  growth  of  the  Order.  I  have  bestowed  considerable 
thought  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  matter  can  be  definitely 
settled,  so  that  the  rights  of  all  will  be  protected,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
bone  of  contention  be  removed.  I  would  procure  this  by  amending  Section  51 
of  the  Kules  and  Edicts  so  as  to  provide  that  when  a  (\)mpanion  lives  more 
than  forty  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the  nearest  Commandery,  he  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  electing  which  Commandery  he  shall  petition.  In  this  way 
each  Commandery  will  retain  jurisdiction  over  all  available  material,  while 
those  living  so  far  from  any  Commandery  as  to  be  by  that  cause  deterred  from 
joining  the  nearest  one  if  convenient,  might,  if  allowed,  join  one  more  distant 
but  more  accessible.  We  all  know  that  a  hundred  miles  is  more  easily  accom- 
plished along  the  line  of  a  river  or  railroad,  than  even  forty  across  a  rough 
country.  The  question  is  one  of  importance,  and  in  its  consideration,  all  feel- 
ing should  be  laid  aside,  and  only  the  good  of  the  whole  Order  thought  ol.  I 
commend  it  to  your  serious  consideration. 

APPEARIN(;    IN    PIBLIC. 

It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that  our  Order  is  needlessly  hampered  and  crip- 
pled, and  its  progress  impeded  by  useless  restrictions  upon  the  right  of  subor- 
dinate Commanderies  to  appear  in  public.  Nothing  contributes  more  to  the 
efficiency  of  a  Commandery,  than  perfection  in  drill,  and  yet  with  our  present 
restriction  to  the  Asylum  it  is  almost  impossible  to  teach  the  out-door  drill  and 
tactics.  The  consequence  is,  that  when  we  do  appear  in  public,  we  have  more 
the    appearance  of  an  "awkward  squad"   than  plumed  and   Incited  Knights. 
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This  could,  I  think,  be  remedied  by  requiring  each  Eminent  Commander  to 
drill  his  command  in  public,  at  least  twice  during  the  year,  leaving  it  to  his 
discretion  when  to  do  so. 

This  whole  idea  of  its  being  improper  for  Knight  Templars  to  appear  in 
public  in  uniform,  is  a  borrowed  one,  coming  from  the  Templars  of  Europe, 
whose  whole  system  is  different  from  ours,  and  whose  uniform  is  entirely  un- 
suited  for  out-door  exercises.  In  their  organization  they  have  inclined  more 
to  the  religious,  affd  we  more  to  the  military  feature  of  the  Order.  As  sol- 
diers of  the  Gross,  our  duty  is  as  much  upon  the  battle  field  as  in  the  sanctuary, 
and  the  fear  that  by  appearing  too  often  in  public,  we  will  cheapen  our  Order, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  groundless.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  persuaded  that  nothing 
would  contribute  more  to  fill  our  ranks  by  attracting  the  attention  of  thinking 
men  to  the  beauties  of  our  system.  Should  the  frivolous  and  unworthy  become 
enamored  of  our  handsome  uniforms,  and  apply  for  admission  tliey  need  not 
obtain  it.  The  ballot  in  in  our  own  hands,  and  no  unsound  timber  can  ever  be 
worketl  into  the  Temple  without  dereliction  of  duty  on  our  part. 

FRATERNAL   1>EAI). 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  relentless  reaper  has  touched  our  ranks  but 
lightly  since  last  we  met.  We  have,  however,  to  mourn  the  loss  of  six  val- 
iant knights,  who  having  been  called  from  duty  to  rest,  have  laid  aside  their 
armor  and  gone  to  the  Grand  Asylum  alwve,  where,  let  us  hope  that  in  the 
society  of  true  and  courteous  knights  of  all  ages  and  all  climes  they  will  spend 
a  happy  immortality.  But  while  we  have  been  comparatively  spared,  some  of 
our  sister  Grand  Bodies  arc  mourning  in  sack-cloth  and  ashes  the  loss  of  some 
of  their  brightest  and  best. 

1  am  in  receipt  of  General  Orders  No.  — ,  from  M.  E.  Vincent  L.  Ilurlbut^ 
(irand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  for  the  Ignited  States, announcing  the  death 
of  oiir  esteemed  frater  and  near  neighbor,  R.  E.  Sir  B.  B.  Richardson,  of 
Texas,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  Grand  Junior  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  He  was  a  true  and  courteous  knight,  ever  ready  to  do  battle  in 
the  cause  of  our  beloved  Order,  and  in  his  death  our  f raters  of  Texas  have 
sustained  a  loss  which  calls  for  our  deepest  sympathy.  In  respect  to  his  mem- 
ory and  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Master,  our  Asylum  is  draped 
in  mourning  to-day.     May  the  sod  rest  lightly  above  him. 

UECISIONH. 

I  have  been  called  ujwn  for  no  decision  of  suflScient  importance  to  occupy 
your  attention.  I  have  found  our  Eminent  Commanders  vigilant  and  well 
informed,  and  as  a  consequence  but  few  questions  arise  jvhich  they  are  not  com- 
l>etent  to  decide  for  themselves. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

On  the  31st  March,  I  received  a  (M)mmunication  from  Sir  Norman  T.  Gas- 
HETTEj  Chairman  of  the  Triennial  Committee,  requesting  me  to  name  some 
competent  Sir  Knight  to  be  appointed  Division  Commander  for  Mississippi 
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"during  the  grand  parade,  August  17th,  next.  In  reply,  I  nominated  Sir  Oliver 
Cliftok,  Past  Qrand  Commander,  believing  him  to  posnees  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree all  the  necesBary  qualifications. 

GRAND    BANNER. 

At  the  the  last  Grand  Conclave  a  committee,*  consisting  of  Sir  Knights  Wm. 
French,  J.  L.  Power  and  W.  P.  Towler,  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  de" 
signing  and  procuring  a  new  banner  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Commandery' 
The  committee  has  discharged  its  duty  admirably,  and  the  banner  is  now  before 
yon  for  inspection.    It  cannot  fail  to  please. 

It  is  customary  on  the  reception  of  a  new  banner  by  a  Grand  Commandery  to 
consecrate  it  to  the  cause  of  Knighthood  by  solemn  and  im  pressive  ceremo- 
nies. I  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  conform  to  the  ancient  custom.  I 
am  not  aware  that  this  Grand  Commandery  has  any  consecration  service,  but 
several  of  our  sister  States  have  very  beautiful  ones,  one  of  which  might  bo 
appropriated  for  the  occasion. 

STATE  OF  the   ORDER. 

I  am  informed  by  our  Grand  Recorder  that  we  have  done  an  average  amount 
of  work  during  the  past  year  and  that  our  financial  condition  is  better  than  at 
our  last  Conclave,  for  all  which  let  us  be  devoutly  thankful. 

While  I  am  no  advocate  for  soliciting  profanes  to  become  Masons,  yet  I  can 
see  no  impropriety  in  calling  the  attention  of  worthy  Companions  to  the  beau- 
ties and  excellencies  of  Knighthood.  The  Companion  is  already  within  the 
pale  of  Masonry,  and  it  is  but  assisting  him  to  take  another  step  higher. 
Surely,  after  having  weighed  him  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter,  we  are  competent 
to  judge  of  his  fitness  to  enter  the  charmed  circle  of  Knighthood,  and  if  we 
hiow  him  to  be  worthy  there  can  no  harm  result  from  mentioning  the  subject 
to  him.  This  much  is  preliminary  to  saying  that  if  each  Sir  Knight  would 
interest  himself  a  little  our  beloved  Order  might  be  doubled  in  a  few  years,  and 
that  with  a  better  class  of  men  than  would  be  likely  to  apply  voluntarily. 

THE   ORPHANS. 

Sir  Knights,  we  have  met  to-day  b\  choice  on  the  anniversary  of  that  noble 
charity,  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  of  Natchez.  We  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  see  with  our  own  eyes,  while  here,  the  splendid  work  being  done, 
alone  and  almost  unassisted,  by  the  noble  ladies  of  Natchez.  Heaven 
bless  them  in  this  heroic  endeavor,  and  may  we,  Sir  Knights,  e  ach  and  every 
one,  be  moved  by  a  common  impulse  to  cast  ?.  little  of  our  bread  upon  these 
waters.  Our  Grand  Commandery  is  poor,  but  we,  as  individuals,  as  a  ge  neral 
rule,  are  not.  Let  us  then  of  our  own  abundance  give  something  in  aid  of  this 
noble  institution,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  God  will  surely  bless 
the  giving. 

conclusion. 

And  now.  Sir  Knights,  in  conclusion,  I  want  to  thank  you  individually  and 
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collectively  for  the  kindness,  the  courtesy  and  the  chivalrous  devotion  shown 
me  on  every  hand,  and  by  every  one  since  my  installation  as  your  Grand  Com- 
mander. Fully  recognizing,  as  I  do,  that  it  was  your  partiality  rather  than 
my  merit  which  elevated  me  to  this  high  position,  I  feel  deeply  sensible  of  the 
honor,  and  in  my  administration  of  the  office  I  have  had  no  thought  save  how 
best  to  promote  the  interests  of  Knight  Templarism.  If  errors  I  have  made, 
set  them  down  to  the  head  and  not  to  the  heart. 

And  now,  my  dear  fraters,  may  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  of  Isaac  and  of 
Jacob,  have  you  ever  in  His  keeping,  and  may  a  prosperous  life  on  this  earth 
be  followed  by  a  blessed  immortality  beyond  the  Rkies  for  each  and  every  one 
of  you. 

Courteously  submitted,  CHAS.  M.  ERWIN, 

Grand  Commander. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  Fhench,  the  Address  of  Grand  Commander 
was  received,  ordered  spread  on  the  minutes,  and  referred  to  a  special 
Committee  of  three  with  a  view  to  apportion  the  several  subjects 
thereof  to  appropriate  Committees. 

Sirs  W.  G.  Paxton,  J.  T.  Whitehead,  H.  M.  Romberoer  were 
appointed  on  said  Committee. 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  BANNER. 

The  following  rei>ort  was  received  : 

To  the  Orand  Commandery  qf  Mmiuippi: 

Your  Special  Committee,  appointed  at  last  Grand  Conclave,  to  provide  a 
Banner  suitable  for  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  to  raise  funds  to  pay  for 
the  same,  by  subscription  of  Commanderies,  or  by  individual  Sir  Knights,  beg 
leave  to  report  that,  after  corresponding  with  the  principal  Banner  Manufac- 
turers, it  was  estimated  that  a  per  capita  contribution  of  75  cents,  from  every 
Sir  Knight  in  the  Jurisdiction,  would  oe  necessary.  The  subject  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Commanderies  by  special  circulars,  and  the  following 
contributions  have  been  received  : 

Rosalie  Commandery.  No.  5 $22  00 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1 25  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 40  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3 5  00 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 25  00 

Total $117  00 

Your  Committee  contracted  with  Messrs.  M.  C.  Lilley  &  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  for  the  beautiful  Banner  which  we  now  present,  at  a  cost  of  $175  00. 
with  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent,  for  cash.  Our  Grand  Recorder  promptly  paid 
the  draft  for  $157  50,  and  the  balance  of  $40  50  is  due  him,  and  we  recommend 
that  he  be  at  once  reimbursed,  either  by  the  Commanderies  not  yet  contrib- 
uting, or  by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

We  recommend  that  the  Grand  Standard  Bearer  be  authorized  to  procure  a 
suitable  case  for  the  proper  care  of  the  Banner. 
Fraternal  I V  submitted, 

WM.  FRENCH, 
W.  P.  TOWLER, 
for  Committee. 
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On  motion,  the  report  of  Committee  was  received,  the  Banner 
accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged — (the  balance  due  having 
been  pledgfed  to  be  paid  during  this  Grand  Conclave.) 

DEVOTIONAL  SERVICES. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  from  the  Asylum  to  the 
Methodist  Church,  where  the  Devotional  Services,  prepared  for  such 
occasions,  were  observed  in  a  most  solemn  and  impressive  manner — 
the  Rev.  Sir  Prelate  being  assisted  by  Rev,  Sirs  Wm.  H.  Watkins  and 
W.  K.  Douglas,  and  a  special  choir  of  ladies  and  gendemen  of 
Natchez  executing  the  sacred  music  selected  for  the  service.  The 
house  was  filled  with  attentive  spectators. 

PARADE. 

After  the  exercises  at  church,  the  Grand  Commandery  marched 
through  the  principal  streets,  out  to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum, 
where  the  Sir  Knights  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  Sixty- 
Fourth  Anniversary  of  that  institution. 


APTBRNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  labor  at  the  Asylum  at  4  o'clock, 
p.  M. 

The  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

COMMITTEES. 

CredentiaU—J ,  II.  Ctordon,  T.  J.  Birciiett,  J  no.  A.  Webb. 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers — Frank  Burkitt,  J.  M.  Ellis,  Wm.  Priestly. 
AppeaU-^C,  T.  Chamberlain,  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  M.  A.  Clark. 
Templar  Xair— W.  G.  Paxton,  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  G.  Y.  Freeman. 
Kyianc*?— Frederic  Speed,  Jno.  A.  Dicks,  S.  M.  Briscoe. 
Unfinished  Bvsiness— 11,  P.  Ti'RNER,  A.  11.  FasTER,  W.  H.  Stewart. 

REP0RT8  OF  GRAND  RECORDER  AND  GRAND  TREASURER. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  annual 
Reports  and  Accounts,  which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee : 
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REPORT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 


Te  the  R:,  E:,  Grand  Commandery  of  Miasmippi  : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Account  Current. 
The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave,  are  as  follows  : 

Mississippi  Commandery No.     1 — Dues  of  1878  and  balance $  43  55 

Magnolia  Commandery.' No.    2— Dues  of  1878 86  00 

Lexington  Commandery No.     3— Dues  of  1878 35  00 

I^xington  Commandery No.    3 — Dues  of  1875 55  00 

Holly  Springs  Commandery  ...No.     4 — Dues  of  1878,  in  part 27  M) 

Holly  Springs  Commandery... No.     4— Dues  of  1876,  and  bal.  1878...  60  60 

Kosalie  Commandery No.    5 — Dues  of  1878 70  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery No.    6— Dues  of  1878 44  00 

Winona  Commandery No.    7^Due8  of  1878 37  00 

De  Molay  Commandery No.    8— Dues  of  1878 51  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery .^o.  10 — Dues  of  1878 58  00 

Kosciusko  Commandery No.  11 — Dues  of  1878 34  00 

Canton  Commandery No.  12— Dues  of  1878 18  00 

Canton  Commandery No.  12— Dues  of  1876 26  00 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery.... No.  13 — Dues  of  1878 18  00 

Mary  Commandery No.  14— Dues  of  1878 24  00 

(Jrenada  Commanderv No.  15 — Dues  of  1878 21  00 


Total $  708  55 

For  which  amount  the  receipt  of  (Jrand  Treasurer  is  herewith  filed. 
The  foregoing  includes  all  balances  due  by  Conimanderies,  except 
s^io  00  still  due  by  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  on  dues  of  1877, 
and  $30  00  due  by  Mary  Commandery,  for  same  year. 

The  report  of  Grand  Treasurer  will  show  that  warrants  have  been 
drawn  for  the  full  amount  of  receipts,  leaving  a  balance  still  due  your 
Grand  Recorder,  to  December  31st,  1879,  $137  95. 

On  the  8th  October  last  I  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of 
Grand  Encampment,  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Grand  Body  to  Au- 
gust ist,  1879,  ^^^  transmitted  the  dues  amounting  to  $22  35.  Under 
the  head  of  Deceased  Officers,  it  was  my  melancholy  duty  to  record 
the  names  of  three  Past  Grand  Commanders,  and  five  other  Past 
Grand  Officers,  who  had  ceased  their  labors  with  us  since  my  previous 
report. 

The  returns  of  all  tbe  Commanderies,   except  Mary  No.    14,  for 
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1879,  have  been  received,  and  from  these  the  following  data  is  sub- 
mitted : 


C'OMMANDERY. 


3 


Mississippi 

Magnolia 

Lexington 

Holly  Springs. 

Rosalie 

St.  Cyr 

Winona 

De  Molay 

Ivanhoe 

Kosciusko 

Canton 

C<Eur  de  Lion.. 

Mary 

(Grenada 


Total. 


28 


Previous  year.. 


26 


^ 
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3  : 
a.  : 


2'.J  l|.. 

..    1    2.......  19 
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J., 


21  2'...! 


I'll 

22   517 
H^    214 
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4114 


in 


6 


...  ...'39 


30  ...I. 


:^  h  . 


57. 41 '40 

_'  _!_ 

32k4l... 
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o 

£ 

B 
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36$ 

56 

21 

27 

55 

33 

30! 

26' 

39 

33i 

18, 

21 

24| 

I61 


81  00 
61  00 
26  00 
60  00 
65  00 
42  00 
50  00 
26  00 
60  00 
33  00 
18  00 
36  00 
24  00 
16  00 


22  435^  588  00 


.1  4471$  584  00 


Fraternally  submitted, 


J.  L.  POWER, 
Grand  Recorder. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
N.  S.  WALKER,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  Account  with  the  Grand  Coinmandery  of  Missimippi : 

"•»«"•  "         "'  ~  De. 

April  15.     To  balance  from  last  Report ^    10  46 

April  15.     To  Cash  of  Grand  Recorder,  to  this  date..............!.........!.     698  09 

^""^^^ $  708  55 
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Cb. 
By  Pay  Roll,  Grand  Conclave,  1879,  as  follows: 


Sir  Wm.  French,  Bepresentative  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Representative  Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3 

Sir  B.  D.  Matthews,  R^resentative  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4. 
Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook,  Representative  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  6.... 

Sir  H.M.  Romberger,  Representative  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 

Sir  C.  H.  Campbell,  Representative  Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 

"Sir  E.  M.  Walker,  Representative  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10 

Sir  David  Carr,  Representative  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11 

Sir  Thos.  A.  Phillips,  Representative  Canton  Commandery,  No.  12... 
Sir  J.  H.  Gordon,  Kepresentative  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13. 

SirR.  M.  Young,  Representative  Mary  Commandery,  No.  14 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  Representative  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  16 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  Grand  Commander 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Deputy  Grand  Commander 

Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder 

Dues  to  Grand  Encampment,  U.  S.  for  1879 

Postage  on  Proceedings,  etc.,  last  Grand  Conclave 

Proceedings  and  other  printing,  1879  and  1880 

Grand  Recorder,  salary  1877,  and  part  salary  1878 


Total •$  708  25 


25  50 
35  00 
27  40 
38  00 

29  00 
37  30 

8  30 

30  00 
18  00 
18  00 

13  00 

21  00 
25  50 
27  00 
12  00 

22  35 

14  75 
154  40 
162  05 


Courteous! V  submitted, 

N.  S.  Walker, 
Grand  Treasurer. 

The  Credential  Committee  submitted  a  report,  giving  the  names  of 
Representatives  and  others  entitled  to  seats,  as  recorded  on  page  4. 
The  report  was  received  and  Committee  continued. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  5  o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock. 


SECOND    DAY. 


Thursday,  April  16,  1880. 
The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  9  o'clock, 
The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  : 


A.    M. 


^  the  Ctrand  Commandery  of  Musmippi : 

Your  Special  Committee  to  apportion  the  Grand  Commander's  Address 
recommend  its  reference — 

let.  So  much  as  refers  to  Decisions  and  Questions  of  Masonic  Law,  Baptis- 
mal Ceremonies,  Dispensations,  Elections,  Amendments  to  Constitution  of 
Grand  Encampment,  small  attendance  at  Grand  Conclaves,  Public  Parades,  to 
'Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

2d.  So  much  as  refers  to  Ritual,  Knights  of  Malta,  concurred  in. 
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3d.  So  much  as  refers  to  appointment  of  Division  Commanders,  and  State 
of  the  Order,  approved. 

4th.  So  much  as  refers  to  Triennial  Ghrand  Encampment,  to  the  Grand  Com- 
manderv  for  action. 
5th.  80  mnch  as  refers  to  Fraternal  Dead,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 
6th.  So  much  as  relates  to  Orphans,  to  a  Committee  of  three. 
7th.  So  mnch  as  relates  to  Finance,  to  the  appropriate  Committee. 
And  we  recommend  that  the  Consecration  of  Grand  Commandery  Banner  be 
deferred  until  next  Grand  Conclave. 

W.  G.  PAXTON, 
J.  T.  WHITEHEAD, 
H.  M.  ROMBERGER, 

Committee. 
QIIAND  ENCAMPMENT. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
To  the  R.'.  E:.  Omnd  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

At  the  last  Conclave  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  transportation  to  and  suitable  accomoda- 
tions in  Chicago  during  the  Triennial  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  ascertain,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  the  number  of  Sir  Knights  who  will  be  likely  to  attend  the 
Grand  Encamj^ment  from  this  Jurisdiction. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  as  yet  no  definite  schedule  of  rates 
of  fare  have  been  agreed  upon  by  the  railroad  lines,  but  are  assured  that  the 
rates  will  be  liberal — say  one  fare,  or  a  fare  and  a  fifth,  or  four  cents  per  mile, 
for  the  round  trip. 

The  time  has  already  passed,  we  fear,  for  securing  the  most  desirable  hotel 
accommodations  in  Chicago,  but  still  good  quarters  maybe  secured  if  the  prob- 
able number  who  may  attend  from  our  jurisdiction  can  be  even  approxima- 
ted. We  recommend  that  the  Representatives  of  Commanderies  be  requested 
to  ascertain  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  by  what  route  they  may  wish  to  travel. 
It  is  very  important  that  there  be  concert  of  action,  and  prompt  action  in  this 
matter,  so  that  if  possible  our  Jurisdiction  will  be  generally  represented,  and 
attend  in  a  body.  Fraternally  submitted, 

C.  M.  ERWIN, 
WM.  FRENCH, 
J.  L.  POWERj 

Committee. 

The  matter  of  securing  suitable  Headquarters  for  this  Grand  Com^ 

mandery,  at  Chicago,  during  Grand  Encampment,  was  discussed,  and 

on  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Speed,  the  Grand  Recorder  was  authorized 

to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  same. 

FINANCES. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted : 
Th  the  Right  Eminent  Grand   Commandery  of  Knights  Templar ^  in  the  Stale  of 

Mississippi: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  thev  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder  and  find  them  correct. 

Your  Committee  are  grateful  to  be  able  to  report  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  balance  due  the  Grand  Recorder,  the  Grand  Commandery  is  out  of  debt, 
and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  a  sufficient  sum  will  be  realized  from  col- 
lections made,  and  to  be  made,  at  this  Convocation  to  extinguish  this  liability. 
Courteously  submitted, 

fbCederic  speed, 
jno.  a.  dicks, 

Committee. 
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DEVOTIONAL  8ERVICE. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  : 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  BusineBs,  beg  leave  to  report  that  havine 
examined  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Conclave,  they  nndno  unfinished 
business  except  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Devotional  Services.  None  of 
said  Committee  being  present  we  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sub- 
ject be  referred  to  original  committee. 

Courteously  submitted, 

H.  P.  TURNER, 
W.  H.  STEWART, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  further  action  deferred. 

DOINGS  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

The  following  report  was  submitted,  and  considered  by  paragraphs : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  have  carefully  considered  the 
acts,  suggestions  and  recommendations  contained  in  the  Grand  Commander's 
address,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following: 

1.  Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  be  approved. 

2.  We  heartily  concur  in  the  suggestion  made  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Comman- 
der in  reference  to  visitations,  and  recommend  that  each  Commandery  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  be  visited  and  inspected  annually,  by  at  least  one  of  the 
four  principal  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  recommendation  of  the  R.*.  E.'.  in  reference  to  postponing  action  on 
Ritual  until  after  the  meeting  of  Grand  Encampment,  your  Committee  most 
cordially  approve ;  as  also  the  sup^gestion  in  reference  to  amendment  of  Sec- 
tion 26,  Article  2,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

4th.  While  we  concur  in  the  suggestions  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  as  to  instructing  the 
Grand  Recorder  to  issue  a  summons  to  the  Council  officers  prior  to  the  annual 
Grand  Conclave,  yet  your  Committee  do  not  think  that  coercive  measures 
should  be  adopted,  or  a  penalty  affixed  for  non-attendance. 

6th.  The  views  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  in  regard  to  removing  the  restiiction  upon  the 
right  of  subordinate  Commanderies  to  appear  in  public,  are  supported  with 
much  good  reasoning,  but  your  Committee  is  not  prepared  to  concur  fully  in 
the  suggestions  made,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  this  subject  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  BURKITT, 
J.  M.  ELLIS, 
WM.  PRIESTLY, 

Committee. 

The  report,  as  originally  submitted,  approved  as  **  timely  and  ap- 
propriate," the  suggestion  of  Grand  Commander  in  reference  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Commanderies. 

Sir  Paxton,  pending  discussion,  moved  to  strike  out  Section  50  of 
the  Regulations,  and  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  be  at  liberty  to  petition 
any  Commandery  most  convenient  to  them.  This  was  withdrawn ; 
whereupon  the  Committee  recommended  that  Section  50  be  re-adopt- 
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ed  as  the  lentiment  of  the  Grand  Commandery,    on  the  (Jif^^idfi  oi 

j  urisdiction. 

A  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  proposition  of  the  Committee 

was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  28  to  27,  so  that  the  question  of  jurisdiction 

is  determined  by  Section  50,  as  follows  : 

Sectiom  50.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  extends  in  all  directions  to 
one-half  the  distance,  by  a  direct  line,  between  itself  and  the  next  nearest 
Commanderv ;  Provided^  that  in  all  cases  it  cannot  extend  beyond,  but  must 
include  the  limits  of,  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Commandery,  at  12:30,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Grand  Officers — Sirs  W.  P.  Towler  and  J.  M.  Ellis  hav- 
ing been  appointed  as  Tellers.  The  several  ballotings  resulted  as 
follows : 

Sir  Wm.G.  Benbrook Martin Grand  Commander. 

Sir  Wm.  French Fw;As6wr(7...'....DepV  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead Holly  Spring8.,.Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln Columbus Grand  Captain  General. 

Rev.  Sir  W.  K.  Douglas Dry  Grove Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker Port  Otbson Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power ^Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER ,.., Grenada Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade Tehula Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  G.J.  Bahin Natchez ..., .Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romderger Water  Ta/fey...Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  H.  Gordon Port  (?i6«(m.... Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Jas.  N.  Taylor Koacitisko ^. Grand  Captain  oC  Guard. 

Adjourned,  atone  o'clock,  until  2:30,  p.  .m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Grand  Coiwmandery  resumed  business  at  half-past  two*  o'ctlbtlc/ 
.{having  partaken  of  lunch,  served  by  the  ladies  at  Institute  Hall.) 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report', 
which  was  adopted : 

To  the  Grand  Command^.  0/  Jfimsaippi: 

The  Committee  on  Law,  to  whom  was  referred  certain  mattera  in  the  Grand 
T<:k>mmander*8. address,  by  .^ppQintmeot,  the  Committee  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  the  subjects  of  "Deci^iqnji,"  ''Dispensation,"  "JElections"  and  small 
attendance,  have  Already    h^ti  .ficVed   upon  by  this   Grrand  Commaiidery, 
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having  been  submitted  by  the  report  of  Committee  on  the  doings  of  Grand 
Officers. 

The  Committee  concur  in  the  views  of  the  Grand  Commander  with  reference 
to  subordinate  Commanderies  appearing  in  public,  but  the  Committee  are  ad- 
vised that  this  question  will  come  up  at  the  General  Encampment  to  be  held 
in  August  next,  and  we  advise  postponement  of  action  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Com- 
mander regarding  jurisdiction,  (40  miles.) 

W.  G.  PAXTON, 
G.  Y.  FREEMAN, 
E.  GEO.  DeLAP, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  a  recess  of  thirty  minutes  was  taken  to  enable  the 
Knights  Templar  Relief  Association  to  hold  a  business  meeting. 

The  recess  having  expired,  business  was  resumed. 

The    proceedings   of    Knights  Templar  Relief  Association   were 

read  for  the  information  of  Grand   Commandery;   whereupon.    Sir 

Frederic  Speed  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Besolved^  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Miflsissippi,  That  the  chants  made 
in  the  conditions  of,  and  fee,  for  membership  in  Knights  Templar  Relief  Asso- 
ciation, be  and  they  are  hereby  approved  and  concurred  in,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  said  Association  be  puoIiHhed  as  an  appendix  to  the  transactions 
of  this  Grand  Conclave. 

DEVOTIONAL  SERVICES. 

Sir  Wm.  H.  Watkins,  for  the  Committee  on  '*  Office  for  the  De. 
votions  of  a  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,"  reported  some  mod- 
ifications of  the  service  prepared  by  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  service,  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

Sirs  Wm.  French,  G.  Y.  Freeman  and  John  A.  B.  Jones,  were  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee,  to  prepare  an  expression  in  relation  to  the 
Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  and  report  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  J.  M.  Ellis  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  had  not  yet  been  submitted  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  ;  whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Sir  W.  G.  Benbrook,  the  Committee  was  allowed 
further  time  to  complete  said  Report,  and  hand  the  same  to  Grand 
Recorder  for  publication  with  the  proceedings. 

Sir  CiiAS.  T.  Chamberlain,  for  the  Committee  on  Appeals,  report- 
ed that  no  business  had  come  before  said  Committee. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  that  the  following  additional  amounts 

had  been  paid  or  pledged  for  Grand  Commandery  Banner : 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4 $  5  00 

St.  Cvr  Commandery,  No.  6 6  00 

DeMolay  ibmmandery.  No.  8 10  00 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  10 5  00 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13 10  00 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.  16 ^  10  00 
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ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
To  the  Grand  CommatuUry: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  wati  referred  the  Qrand  Commander's  Buggestionn 
in  relation  to  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  think  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Commander  are  wise,  consid- 
erate and  timely ;  and  after  a  sojourn  of  a  few  days  in  this  city,  we  are  especi- 
ally impressed  with  the  tact  that  this  institution  is,  in  every  way,  worthy  of 
the  support  and  encouragement  of  this  Qrand  Commandery  and  all  Sir 
Knights  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction ;  but  upon  an  examination,  we  find  that 
our  wand  Commandery  has  no  money  in  its  treasury  and  therefore  no  appro- 
priation can  be  advised.  We  would  suggest,  however,  a  collection  be  taken  up 
at  this  Grand  Conclave,  and  all  the  Sir  Knights  be  earnestly  requested  to 
contribute  to  the  wants  and  for  the  protection  of  those  little  orphans  who  are 
so  worthy  of  our  aid  and  assistance,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  and  we  sin- 
cerely hope  that  this  Grand  Commandery,  at  no  distant  day,  may  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  assist,  as  a  body,  this  great  charitable  institution. 

W.  FRENCH, 
J.  A.  B.  JONES, 
G.  Y.  FREEMAN, 
Committee. 

Responding  to  the  suggestion  in  Committee^s  report,  a  collection 

was  at  once  taken  up,  aggregating  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

lUsolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  tendered  Rosalie  Commandery,  and  the  ladies  and  citizens  of 
Natchez,  for  the  knightly  courtesy,  elegant  reception  and  uniform  kindness  ex- 
tended to  its  members  during  the  present  Conclave,  (and  that  the  city  papers 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution.) 

Resohedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  be  tendered  the  yarious 
transportation  lines  which  have  extended  to  its  members  reduced  fare  in 
attending  this  Grand  Conclave. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Wm.  French,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded 
to  select  the  place  and  time  for  next  Conclave  ;  whereupon,  a  ballot 
resulted  in  the  almost  unanimous  choice  of  Kosciusko.  The  third 
Wednesday  in  April,  1881,  at  lo  o'clock,  a.  m.,  being  selected  as  the 
time. 

The  several  Grand  Officers  elect  were  then  duly  installed  by  the 
retiring  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  announced 
the  following 

STANDING   COMMITTEES.  « 

Templar  Law—Sin  W.  G.  Paxton,  G.  Y.  Freeman,  Frederic  Speed. 
Foreign  Corretpondence — Sirs  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Chab.  M.  Erwin,  Frank  Bur- 
kitt. 
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There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned 
at  4  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  meet  in  the  town  of  Kosciusko  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  April,  1881,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  M. 

WM.  G.  BENBROOK, 
Attest:  Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 
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THE     KNIGHTS     TEMPLAR. 


THEIB    VISIT    TO    THE    PBOTESTANT    ORPHAN    ASYLUM  —  HOW    THEY    WERE: 
ENTERTAINED— A  GALA  DAY  FOR  THE  MASONS  OP  NATCHEZ. 


From  the  Natchez  Democrat j  April  1(J.] 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  which 
is  being  held  in  this  city,  has  thus  far  been  of  an  exceedingly  pleasant  char- 
acter. Yesterday  morning  the  Commandery  assembled  at  9  o'clock,  and  after 
the  transaction  of  business,  at  11  o'clock  the  Sir  Knights,  with  their  Grand  Offi- 
cers, repaired  to  the  Methodist  Church,  which  was  kindly  tendered  to  them  for 
the  purpose,  and  for  an  hour  engaged  in  the  devotional  exercises  prescribed  by 
the  Ritual  of  the  Order.  The  services  were  led  by  E.  Prelate  Woodward,  of 
Rosalie  Commander^,  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the 
State,  Chas.  M.  Erwm.  The  choir,  on  this  occasion,  was  composed  of  talented 
musicians  from  the  different  church  choirs  of  the  city,  among  the  members  of 
which  we  may  name  Miss  Minnie  Lum,  Miss  Emma  Price,  Miss  Mary  Veazle, 
Mrs.  Benbrook,  Mrs.  Rose.  Mr.  Henry  Frank,  Mr.  Thos.  Henderson,  Mr.  Abe 
Moses,  Mr.  W.  B.  Dicks,  Mr.  Wexler  and  Mr.  Carpenter.  The  music  as  ren- 
dered by  this  choir  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion. 

After  the  exercises  at  the  Church,  the  Sir  Knights  moved  in  military  proces- 
sion through  Pome  of  the  principal  streets,  and  then  marched  to  the  Protestant 
Orphan  Asylum,  to  attend  the  Sixty-fifth  Anniversary  of  this  most  useful  and 
benevolent  institution. 

In  response  to  a  kind  invitation  extended  by  the  Lady  Managers  of  the 
Asylum,  we  visited  the  institution  over  which  they  preside,  to  witness  the 
ceremonies  attendant  upon  this  visit  of  the  Commandery.  We  were  shown 
through  the  building  by  the  managers,  who  cheerfully  and  courteously  ex- 
plained to  us  their  system,  the  uses  of  the  various  apartments,  etc.  To  say 
that  we  were  well  pleased  with  the  scrupulous  neatness  that  pervaded  the  en- 
tire establishment,  would  be  faint  praise  indeed. 

Noticing  that  the  guests  were  beginning  to  gather  in  the  room  devoted  to 
the  exercises  of  the  day,  we  speedily  secured  a  good  seat  in  anticipation  of  the 
rich  treat  that  awaited  us.  We  were  not  disappointed  ;  it  was  a  rich  treat  in- 
deed. The  scene  was  a  brilliant  one.  The  Sir  Knights  in  their  handsome 
uniforms,  and  the  elite  and  fashion  of  Natchez  society  lent  their  charms  to  the 
occasion ;  the  handsome  decorations,  and  the  pretty  little  children  themselves 
made,  in  »}!,  a  picture  not  easy  to  forget. 

The  festivities  were  commenced  by  the  little  folks  themselves ;  and  the 
"  Welcome  Glee  "  as  rendered  by  their  sweet,  clear  young  voices,  was  as  pretty 
a  chorus  as  we  have  ever  heard,  creditable  to  them  and  a  high  compliment  to 
the  ability  of  their  teacher. 

Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Watking  followed  in  an  earnest  prayer,  which  moved  his 
hearers  to  tears.  Rev.  Dr.  Woodward  then  read  the  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, in  which  occurs*a  feeling  tribute  to  the  late  Secretary,  the  lamented  Mrs. 
Jas.  Carradine.    The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read  by  the  same  gentleman^ 
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showing  the  receipts  and  disburaementii  for  the  year.  We  publish  the  reports 
elsewhere. 

Just  at  this  staffe  of  the  proceedii^s  Grand  Recorder  J.  L.  Power,  of  Jack- 
son, came  forward,  and,  after  apologizing  for  the  interruption  to  the  regular 
order  of  the  programme,  presented  the  management  of  the  Asylum,  on  the 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  a  check  for  $500. 

Grand  Capt.-Gen.  Wm.  French,  who  is  also  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  of  V  icksburg,  was  then  called  on,  and  in  his  happiest  vein,  though  un- 

Erepared,  responded  promptly.  Sir  Knight  French  is  an  effective  speaker,  and 
is  effort  on  this  occasion  was  a  gem.  He  paid  a  well-merited  compliment  to 
the  managers,  in  praise  of  whom  too  much  cannot  be  said. 

Then  followed  another  chorus  by  the  children,  entitled  "A  Happy  Greeting," 
on  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodward  introduced  the  orator  of 
the  dav.  Sir  Knight  Frederic  Speed,  of  Vicksburg.  The  oration  was  a  polished 
effort  indeed ;  Sir  Knight  Speed  captured  his  audience  in  the  onset  j^and  they 
listened  with  enrapt  attention  throughout. 

The  lady  managers  now  took  charge  of  affairs,  and  we  were  led  to  the  refec- 
tory on  the  ground  floor.  The  tables  were  magnificently  decorated,  and  the 
feast  prepared  was  one  that  would  have  tickled  the  palate  of  the  most  fastid- 
ious epicure.  This  repast  was  tendered  the  Sir  Knights  and  guests  by  the 
lady  managers  at  their  own  expense,  and  is  but  another  evidence  of  the  good- 
ness of  these  self-sacrificing  ladies. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  our  admiration  for  the  untiring  zeal  and 
persistent  labor  of  the  managers  of  this  noble  charity.  The  prayers  of  the  in- 
nocent and  the  fatherless  will  certainly  win  Heaven's  choicest  blessings  for  them. 
To  God  they  must  look  for  their  recompense,  for  He  only  can  reward  them  as 
they  deserve. 

The  storm  of  last  night  seriously  interfered  with  the  reception  tendered  to 
the  visiting  Knights  Templar  at  the  Hall.  A  fierce  rain  set  in  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  evening  and  continued  late  into  the  night,  yet  despite  this  there 
was  a  fair  gathering  of  lovely  women  and  gallant  Knights,  and  while  the 
elements  battled  w-ithout,  merriment  reigned  within.  A  word  in  regard  to  the 
decorations  in  the  Hall.  Graceful  festoons  and  wreaths  of  evergreens  were 
hung  and  arched  all  through  the  Hall,  interspersed  here  and  there  with  the 
various  Masonic  emblems,  while  over  the  main  entrances  were  the  words, 
"  Welcome,  Knights  Templar,"  etc.  The  decorations  reflect  great  credit  upon 
all  engaged  in  the  work  of  arranging  them.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  extremely 
inclement  weather,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  reception  last  night  would  have 
been  one  the  grandest  and  most  brilliant  affairs  of  the  kind  ever  witnessed  in 
Natchez. 

A  pleasing  and  touching  incident  connected  with  the  visit  of  the  Knights 
Templar  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  yesterday,  was  the  baptism  of  a  beautiful  and 
interesting  little  orphan  child  whose  parents  have  recently  died.  One  of  the 
visiting  Knights,  Companion  Frank  Burkitt,  of  Okolona,  had  his  attention 
strongly  drawn  to  the  little  innocent,  from  its  strong  resemblance  to  a  loved  and 
lost  boy  of  his  own.  So  much  was  he  struck  with  the  resemblance  that  he 
proposed  to  the  lady  managers  to  contribute  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  its  support. 
The  child  was  baptized  within  a  triangle  of  Templars,  by  Rev.  Alex.  Marks, 
and  the  name  of  Burkitt  was  added  to  its  baptismal  cognomen.  The  ceremony 
was  a  very  impressive  one. 
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KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR  RBLIBP  ASSOCIATION. 


Natchez,  April  15,  1880. 

The  Knightfl  Templar  Belief  Association  met  this  day  during  a  recess  of  the 
Grand  Commandery. 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxtok,  as  President,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

The  Report  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  was  read,  discussed,  and,  after  being 
amended  in  a  few  particulars,  was  adopted. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as  follows : 

JVesufenI— W.  G.  Paxton. 

Ftbc- iVencfent— Chab.  T.  Chahbeblaik. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — J.  L.  Power. 

DiredoTttS AS,  T.  Meade,  J.  H.  Gordon,  C.  L.  Lincoln,  J.  T.  Whitehead, 
G.  Y.  Freeman. 

It  was  moved  and  carried,  that  a  quorum  of  the  Association  may  consist  of 
the  President,  (or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,)  and  any  two  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Association. 

It  was  ordered  that  a  report  of  these  proceedings  be  submitted  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  for  its  information. 

Adjourned.  W.  G.  PAXTON,  President. 

J.  L.  Power,  Secretary. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  April  12, 1880. 
To  the  Directory  of  Knights  Templar  Belief  Aasociation: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Knights  Templar 
Relief  Association,  which  was  organized  during  the  last  Grand  Conclave,  pur- 
suant to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Grand  Commanderv. 

The  total  number  enrolled  to  this  date  is  80,  of  whom  48  paid  a  membership 
fee  of  $4.00  and  one  assessment  of  $2.00,  and  32  paid  a  membership  fee  of 
$2.00  and  one  assessment  of  $2.00.  It  was  found  that  a  membership  fee  of 
$4.00  was  unnecessarily  large,  and  those  who  paid  that  amount  have  been  cred- 
ited with  Assessment  No.  2  paid.  The  Benefit  Fund  being  based  on  the  total 
membership  at  $2.00  each,  it  amounts,  at  present  to  $160.00,  which  amount, 
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together  with  $96.00  paid  toward  second  assessment,  and  $61.00  surplus  from 
membership  fees,  is  aeposited  in  Capital  State  Bank.  The  total  expenses  for 
printing  and  postage,  to  date,  amount  to  $35.  My  services,  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  are  cheerfully  contributed,  and  considered  as  a  part  of  my  duty  as 
Grand  Recorder. . 

Under  the  6th  rule  adopted,  the  limitation  as  to  age  and  physical  qualifica- 
tion^ expired  December  31st,  since  which  time  no  applications  have  been 
received.  I  respectfully  suggest  that^  for  the  present,  there  be  no  other  condi- 
tion for  membership  than  good  standinff  in  the  Commandery.  In  larger  bodies 
it  may  be  prudent  and  necessary  to  adopt  strictly  business  principles  in  the 
matter  of  mutual  aid,  but  surely  we,  as  Templars,  are  ready,  resrardless  of  age 
or  physical  condition,  to  help,  aid  and  assist  each  other.  A  total  member- 
ship of  say  250,  would  yield  a  benefit  fund  of  $500.00,  at  a  total  cost  per  year, 
of  not  exceeding  $8.00.  Were  all  of  the  435  Sir  Knights  in  our  jurisdiction, 
members  of  the  Kelief  Association,  the  Benefit  Fund  would  be  $970.00,  and  the 
cost,  according  to  the  deaths  last  year,  $12.00.  I  would  recommend  fur- 
ther that  '*  annual  dues"  are  unnecessary;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  member- 
ship fee  might  be  reduced  to  $1.00.  The  only  fund  necessary  to  be  on  hand, 
is  tne  assessment  fee,  so  that  the  Benefit  Fund  can  be  paid  promptly  to  the 
beneficiaries.    It  is  a  success  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  does  not  ko  far  enough.  ^ 

The  adoption  of  these  suggestions  will,  I  believe,  remove  oojections  now  in 
the  way  of  success. 

There  has  been  no  death  in  the  membership,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  neces- 
sity for  a  second  assessment  will  not  soon  occur. 

Fraternally,  J.  L.  POWER, 

Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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Jioil  of  Members 


1^ 

2] 


W.  G.  Paxton... 

F.  E.  Whitfield. 

G.  W.  Cox 

4C.  M.  Erwin 

5iWm.  French 

6iDavid  Carr 

7;J.  L.  Power 

SJaa.  T.Meade... 


9  A.  M.  Paxton. 
lOWm.  H.  Watkins.... 

llGeo.  S.Green 

12R.  F.  McGill 

13W.  E.  M.  Linfield... 

14  John  D.  Miles 

15|Wm  J.  Brown,  Sr.,. 

16H.  W.  Bowen 

17W.  M.  Vosburg 

18;t.  W.  Williams 

19J.  8.  Cain 

20,Geo.  H.  Smith 


21J.  A.  Mooser. 

22  .John  II.  Echols 

23  James  Y.  Oliver , 

24  Matt.  Y,  Ash 

251.  Hardy 

26Tho8.  J.  Harper 

27  Ballard  D.  Matthews. 

28  Henry  C.  Long 

29E.  P.  Jones 

3011.  W.  Hunter 

3lTho8.    Rigby 

32  Frederic  Speed , 

33  L.  A.  Campbell 

34  W.  8.  Harris 

351).  B.  Nailer 


Vicksburg.. 

Corinth 

Columbus... 

TjWinona 

21  Vicksburg. 
11  {Kosciusko.. 

1  Jackson 

3,Tchula 

ZVicksburg.. 
6  Jackson..... 
IJackson 

1  Jackson 

2Canton 

2  Vicksburg.. 

IJackson 

2  Vicksburg.. 
2  Vicksburg.. 

lOOkolona.... 

lOOkolona.... 

2  Vicksburg.. 

lOOkolona.... 


i$2  00 
2  00 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Jackson.. 


36Ja8.  H.  Beresford.... 

37E.  T.  Henry 

38Wm.  Cothran 

39C.  M.Atkinson 

40H.  V.  Horton 

4lJos.  A.  Applewhite., 

42  A.  Babbitt 

43W.  M.  Buchanan.... 

44  Wm.  Richards 

45  Thos.  J.  Malone 

46  John  P.  Porter 


47  John  Nelson. 

48  F.  M.  Featherston. 
49Cha8.  T.  Murphy. 
50 R.  H.  Montgomery. 

51  Thos.  B.  Parker. 

52  John  M.  Smylie. 


,|  1 

,    7  Winona 

,    IJackson 

.    2  Vicksburg 

.    2  Vicksburg 

I  4  Holly  Springs 

J  8('olumbu8 

.    2  Vicksburg 

lOTupelo 

.'  2 Vicksburg 

.|  2  Vicksburg 

.'  2  Vicksburg 

.    2  Vicksburg 

.    2  Vicksburg 

.    2  Vicksburg 

.    2  Vicksburg 

.    7  Winona 

7  Morgan  City,  La.. 

2  Vicksburg 

17  Vaiden 

lOOkolona 

lOOkolona 

2Satartia 

4  Holly  Springs 

lOOkolona 

IJackson 

2Lemoon,  Cal 

SDurant 

3Durant 

4  Holly  Springs 

IJackson 


I  2  00 
.  2  00 
.  2  00 
.  2  00 
.'  2  00 
.  2  00 
.  2  00 
2  00 


2  00 


00 
Ot, 
OC 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
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00, 

oo' 

00: 
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oo' 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 
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00 
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00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
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00 
00 
00 
00 
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00 
00 
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00 
00 
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I 


Name. 


Residence. 


Assessments. 


No.  1. 


No.  2. 


53  H.M.Taylor 

54  Robert  Bradley 

55:  Wirt  Johnston 

sex.  S.  Wright 

57' John  Shaekleford 

58W.  F.  Stigler 

59  Wm.  K.  Douglas 

,60  Wm.  S.  Patton 

^I'lsaac  W^.  Scarborough... 
^2Wm.  J.  Smith 

t3AC.  Floweree 
4John  A.  Galbreath,  Sr. 

65 M.  A.Clark 

66,James  M.  Lewis 

67  J.  M.  Thompson 

68  David  L.  James 

69Wra.  B.  Taylor 

70  A.  M.  Gurley 

71  Oliver  Clifton 

72L.  C.Abbott 

73  A.  G.  Harkreader 

,7 1  James  M.  Trice 

.'75Z.T.  Trice 

Walker 

Stith 

.  Saverv 

7^t;.'J.  Hostetter., 
80 B.*^.  McGee., 
818.,fN.  Ely. 

82  mj>.' Turner., 

83  J.  H.  Gordon.. 
84 
85 
86 
87 


1  Jackson.. 
1  Jackson.. 


'HJiK.  M.  Wi 
;-?7%.  S.  Stit 
•78^P.  M.  Sav 


90 
91 
92 
93 
94 


97 


C.  T.  fchamberlain.. 

G.  J.bahin 

G.  Y.  Fi'^eman 

John  A;  Dicks 

N.  S.  Walker 

89  J.  T.  Whitehead 

Wm.Priestlv 

Frank  Burkitt. 

C.  L.  Lincoln.. 

W.  G.  Benbrook 

H.  M.  Romberger... 

95  John  A.  Webb 

96  John  G.Jones 

John  W.  Yeargain : 
H.W.  Wilson:. 

99ID.  P.  Porter 


1  Jackson 

3  Lexington 

Lexington 

Lexington , 

Dry  Grove 

2  Meridian 

11, Kosciusko 

2;Vick8burg , 

2jVick8burg  ...... 

1 1  Union  Church.. 

lliKosciusko 

11, Kosciusko 

H'Kosciusko 

HCorinth 

IJackson 

12Canton 

I'Jackson 

3Tchula 

10  Verona 

lOOkolona 

lOOkolona 

lOOkolona 

4Hollv  Springs. 

HBaldwyn 

14Corinth 

3  Acona,  Holmes  Co.. 

7,Vaiden 

7i  Winona 

3  Port  Gibson... 


13 


\  Natchez . 

)  Natchez  , 

.  15Grenada 

)Natchez 

\  Port  Gibson 

I  Holly    Springs.. 

JCanton 

)Okolona 

?  Columbus 

\  Martin 

;  Water  Valley.. 


1  Jackson. 


Port  Gibson  . 


12|Canton., 


Meridian. 
Jackson... 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$2  00 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


00 
00 
00 
00 

00; 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00! 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00! 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


NoTE.-^From  216.  .1  to  .No.  47,  are  credited  with  two  assessments  paid;  from 
No.  48  to  No.  99,'  with  one  assesssment  paid.  The  membership  fee,  at  first,  was 
$4*00,  aod  ftll  ^o  paid'th^t  amount  before  fee  was  reduced,  are  credited  with 
JI2.00  on  assessment  No.  ^.'    ' 
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DEVOTIONAL  OFFICES. 


Prepared  by  Sir  Kt,  Frederic  Speed,  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Comnumdery  qf 

Missimppi. 


Resolved,  That  immediately  after  the  opening  of  each  Annual  Grand  Con- 
clave, the  Grand  Commandery  will  attend,  in  a  body,  some  place  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  there  offer  up  to  the  throne  of  Divine 
Grace,  its  prayers  and  supplications,  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  usage  of 
the  Order. 


The  Sir  Knights  being  in  full  dress  uniform  and  the  Comniandery  being  formed^  it 
wiU  march  to  the  place  where  the  Devotional  Office  is  to  be  performed.  Upon  enttring 
the  swords  wiU  be  returned  to  their  scabbards  and  the  command  given  to  uncover.  The 
Knights  will  carry  the  chapeau  in  the  sword  hand^  resting  upon  the  kft  shoulder,  until 
they  are  seated.  A  voluntary  upon  the  organ  will  be  played  or  an  appropriate  hymn 
inay  be  sung  while  the  Knights  are  being  seated.  At  its  conclusion — 
The  Prelate  will  say :  (all  Ending.) 

The  Lord  la  in  his  Holy  Temple. 

Response  :  Let  all  the  eqrth  keep  silence  before  him. 

Prelate:  From  the  rising  of  the  sun  even  unto  the  going  down  of  the  same, 
ray  name  shall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles ;  and  in  every  place  incense  shall 
be  offered  unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering  for  my  name  shall  be  great 
among  the  heathen,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. — Mai.  i,  11. 

Then  the  Prelate  shall  say,  (all  standing)  : 

Sir  Knights — Again  we  rest  from  the  active  duties  of  our  earthly  pil- 
grimage to  sing  songs  of  gratitude  and  adoration,  and  renew  our  souls  at  the 
fountains  of  lite.  We  are  not  strangers  or  servants,  but  children  of  the  house- 
hold of  God,  and  it  is  very  meet,  right  and  our  bounden  duty,  that  we  should 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places  give  thanks  unto  Him,  for  the  great  benefits  that 
we  have  received  at  His  hands,  wherefore  I  beseech  you,  as  many  as  are  here 
present,  to  accompany  me  unto  the  throne  of  the  Heavenly  Grace  ;  saying  : 
Here  all  will  kneel  and  say — 

Almighty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires  known,  and  from 
whom  no  secrets  are  hid ;  cleanse  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts  by  the  inspiration 
of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  that  we  may  perfectly  love  thee,  and  worthily  magnify 
thy  holy  name,  through  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  Heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name;  Thy  Kingdom 
come ;  Thy  Will  be  done  on  Earth,  as  it  is  in  Heaven';  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  Ana  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass 
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against  us ;  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation ;  But  deliver  us  from  evil :  For 
thine  is  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Power,  and  the   GWory,  for  ever  and  ever. 

Then  the  Prdate  shall  say: 

O  Lord  open  thou  our  lips. 

BespoTise :  And  our  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  praise. 

Here,  all  standing  up,  the  Prelate  shall  say: 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Response:  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world 
without  end. 

Prelate :  Praise  ye  the  Lord : 

Besponse :  The  Lord's  name  be  praised. 

Then  shall  be  said  or  sung  the  Gloria  in  Exeelsis, 

Glory  be  to  God  on  high,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men.  "We 
praise  thee,  we  bless  thee,  we  worship  thee,  we  glorify  thee,  we  give  thanks  to 
thee  for  thy  great  glory,  O  Lord  God,  heavenly  King,  (Jod  the  Father 
Almighty. 

O  Lord,  the  only  begotten  Son,  Jesus  Christ ;  O  Lord  God,  Lamb  of  God, 
Son  of  the  Father,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us. 
Thou  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us.  Thou  that 
takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  receive  our  prayer.  Thou  that  sittest  at  the 
right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

For  thou  only  art  holy;  thou  only  art  the  Lord  ;  thou  only,  O  Christ,  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  art  most  high  in  the  Glory  of  God  the  Father.    Amen, 

Then  shall  be  read  the  Epistle^  the  Prelate  saying:  The  Epistle  is  written  in  the  IZth 
Chapter  of  the  EpisUe  of  Paul  the  Apostle  to  the  Romans,  beginning  at  the\eighth  verse  : 

Owe  no  man  anvthing,  but  to  love  one  another ;  for  he  that  loveth  another 
hath  fulfilled  the  law.  For  this,  thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery.  Thou  shalt 
not  kill,  Thou  shalt  not  steal.  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness.  Thou 
shalt  not  covet;  and  if  there  be  any  other  commandment,  it  is  briefly 
compehended  in  this  saying,  namely.  Thou  shalt  love  th;^  neighbor  as 
thyself.  Love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbor ;  therefore  love  is  the  fulfilling 
of  the  law.  And  that,  knowing  the  time,  that  now  it  is  hightime  to  awake 
out  of  sleep;  for  now  is  our  salvation  nearer  than  when  we  believed. 
The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand ;  let  us  therefore  cast  off  the 
works  of  darkness,  and  let  us  put  on  the  armour  of  light.  Let  us  walk 
honestly,  as  in  the  day ;  not  in  rioting  and  drunkenness,  not  in  chambering 
and  wantonness,  not  in  strife  and  envying.  But  nut  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  make  not  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfill  the  lusts  thereof. 
The  Epistle  being  ended  the  Prelate  shall  say : 

Here  endeth  the  Epistle. 

After  which  shall  be  said  or  sung  the  Te  Deum  Laudamus  (all  Handing.) 

We  praise  thee,  O  God  •  we  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the  Lord. 

All  the  earth  doth  worship  thee,  the  Father  everlasting. 

To  thee  all  auKcls  cry  aloud  ;  tne  Heavens,  and  all  the  Powers  therein. 

To  thee,  Cheruoim  and  Seraphim  continually  do  cry. 

Holy,  Holy,  Holv,  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth ; 

Heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  the  Majesty  of  thy  Glory. 

The  glorious  companv  of  the  Apostles  praise  thee. 

The  goodly  fellowship  of  the  Prophets  praise  thee. 

The  noble  army  of  martvrs  praise  thee. 

The  holy  church  throughout  all  the  world  doth  acknowledge  thee ; 

Thee  Father,  of  an  infinite  Majesty  ;  ^ 

Thine  adoraole,  true,  and  only  Son ; 

Also  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter. 

Thou  art  the  Kine  of  Glory,  O  Christ. 

Thou  art  the  everlasting  Son  of  the  Father. 
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When  thou  tookest  upon  thee  to  deliyer  man^  thou  didst  humble  thjself  to 
be  bom  of  a  Virgin. 

When  thou  hadst  overcome  the  sharpness  of  death,  thou  didst  open  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers. 

Tnou  sittest  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  in  the  glory  of  the  Father. 

We  believe  that  thou  shalt  come  to  be  our  Judge. 

We  therefore  pray  thee  help  thy  servants,  whom  thou  hast  redeemed  with 
thy  precious  blood. 

Make  them  to  be  numbered  with  thy  saints,  in  glory  everlasting. 

O  Lord,  save  thy  people,  and  bless  thy  heritage. 

Govern  them  and  lift  them  up  forever. 

Day  by  day  we  magnify  thee ; 

And  we  worship  thy  name  ever,  world  without  end. 

Voucnsafe,  O  Lord,  to  keep  us  this  day  without  sin. 

O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

O  Lord,  let  thy  mercy  oe  upon  us,  as  our  trust  is  in  thee. 

O  Lord,  in  thee  have  I  trusted  ;  let  me  never  be  confounded. 

The  Knights  being  seated  the  Pf elate  shall  say : 

The  Holy  Gospel  is  written  in  the  10th  Chapter  of  the  Gospel  according  to 
St.  Luke,  bieginning  at  the  23d  verse  : 

Blessed  are  the  eyes  which  see  the  things  that  ye  see ;  For  I  tell  you  that 
many  prophets  and  kings  have  desired  to  see  those  things  which  ye  see,  and 
have  not  seen  them ;  and  to  hear  those  things  which  ye  hear,  and  have  not 
heard  them.  And  behold  a  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and  tempted  him,  saying, 
Master  what  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life  ?  He  said  unto  him,  What  is 
written  in  the  law  ?  How  readest  thou  ?  And  he  answering  said  :  Thou  shalt  • 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind ;  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  And  he 
said  unto  nim.  Thou  hast  answered  right ;  this  do,  and  thou  shalt  live.  But 
he  willing  to  justify  himself,  said  unto  Jesus,  And  who  is  my  neighbor?  And 
Jesus  answering  said,  A  certain  man  went  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho, 
and  fell  among  thieves,  which  stript  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wounded  him, 
and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead.  And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain 
Priest  that  way ;  and  when  he  saw  him  he  passed  by  on  the  other  side.  And 
likewise  a  Levite,  when  he  was  at  the  place  came,  and  looked  on  him,  and 
passed  by  on  the  other  side.  But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed,  came 
where  he  was :  and  when  he  saw  him,  he  had  compassion  on  him,  and  went  to 
him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine ;  and  set  him  on  his 
own  beast,  and  brought  him  into  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the 
morrow,  when  he  departed,  he  took  out  two-pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  host, 
and  said  unto  him.  Take  care  of  him  and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  more, 
when  I  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee.  Which  now  of  these  tnree,  thinkest 
thou,  was  neighbor  unto  him  that  fell  among  the  thieves?  And  he  said,  he 
that  showed  mercy  on  him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him.  Go  and  do  thou 
likewise. 

Commander :  Handle  swords,  draw  swords,  present  swords. 

The  Prelate  shall  then  declare  the  faith  of  the  Oospel  according  to  the  ancient 
eustomy  the  Knights  standing — swords  at  the  present. 

Hear  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  and  defend  the  same  with  your  lives. 

Response :  Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord. 

Prelate:  Our  Lord  declares — 

This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  whom  Thou  has  sent — St.  John  xvii,  3. 

St.  Peter,  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  confesses — 

We  believe  and  are  sure  that  thou  art  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God. — 
St.  John  VI,  69. 

St.  Paul  says — 
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If  thou  shall  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  GK)d  hath  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved. — 
Rom.  X,  9. 

Thm  the  Prelate  shall  9ay, 

Hear  also  what  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  saith^ 

Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
and  with  all  thy  mind :  This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment.  And  the 
second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets. 

Commander:  Carry  swords,  return  swords. 

Hwn.  shall  be  said  the  Beatitudes. 

Commander:  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit;  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

Oeneralissimo :  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted. 

Copt.  Gen, :  Blessed  are  the  meek ;  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth. 

Senior  Warden:  Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteous- 
ness ;  for  they  shall  be  filled. 

Junior  Warden:  Blessed  are  the  merciful ;  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 

Treasurer:  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart ;  for  they  shall  see  God. 

Recorder :  Blessed  are  the  peacemakers;  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God. 

Prelate :  Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake ;  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Prelate :  The  Lord  be  with  you. 

HesponM:  And  with  thy  spirit. 

Prelate:  Let  us  pray.     (All  kneel.) 

Prelate :  Oh,  Lord,  show  thy  mercy  upon  us. 

Response :  And  grant  us  thy  salvation. 

Prelate :  Oh  God,  make  clean  our  hearts  within  us. 

Response:  And  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us. 

The  Prelate  sfiall  then  say  the  prayers  foUowingy  omitting  such  as  he  shall  think 
expedient. 

Let  Thv  merciful  ears,  O  Lord,  be  ojjen  to  the  prayers  of  thy  humble  ser- 
vants, and  that  they  may  obtain  their  petitions  make  them  to  ask  such  things 
as  shall  please  thee,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen. 

Almighty  Gt)d,  Thou  who  art  the  Author  and  Giver  of  all  things,  give  us 
grace  that  we  may  cast  away  the  works  of  darkness,  and  put  on  the  armour  of 
light,  and  keep  us  by  thy  power  through  faith  unto  salvation  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  unto  death  for 
us  ;  that  in  the  last  day,  when  he  shall  come  again  in  his  glorious  Majesty  to 

i'udge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead,  we  may  rise  to  the  life  immortal,  through 
lim  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  now  and  ever. 
Amen. 


O  Lord,  who  hast  taught  us  that  all  our  doings  without  charity,  are  nothing 
worth,  send  thy  Holy  Ghost  and  pour  into  our  hearts  the  most  excellent  gift  of 
charity,  the  very  bond  of  peace  and  of  all  virtues,  without  which  whosoever 
liveth  is  counted  dead  before  thee.  Grant  this  for  thine  only  Son  Jesus 
Christ's  sake.    Amen, 


Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  give  unto  us  the  increase  of  faith,  hope  and 
charity  ;  and  that  we  may  obtain  that  which  thou  dost  promise,  make  us  to 
love  that  which  thou  dost  command,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 
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Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  from  whom  cometh  every  good  and  perfect 
gift,  send  down  upon  the  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  United 
states  and  upon  all  those  in  authority  in  our  order,  the  healthful  spirit  of  thy 
ffrace ;  and,  that  they  may  truly  please  thee,  pour  upon  them  the  continual 
dew  of  thy  blessinj^ :  Grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  the  sake  of  our  Advocate  and 
Mediator  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


OGod,  the  Creator,  and  Preserver  of  all  mankind,  we  humbly  beseech  thee  for 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  that  thou  wouldst  be  pleased  to  make  thy  ways 
ways  known  unto  them,  thy  saving  health  unto  all  nations.  Final Ijr  commend 
to  thy  fatherly  goodness  all  those  who  are  any  ways  afflicted,  or  distressed  in 
mind,  body  or  estate ;  that  it  may  please  thee  to  comfort  and  relieve  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  several  necessities  ;  giving  them  patience  under  sufferings,  and 
a  happy  issue  out  of  all  their  afflictions.  And  this  we  beg  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.    Amen. 


Almighty  God,  with  whom  do  live  the  spirits  of  those  who  depart  hence  in 
the  Lord,  and  with  whom  the  souls  of  the  faithful,  after  they  are  delivered 
from  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  are  in  joy  and  felicity ;  we  give  thee  hearty 
thanks  for  the  good  examples  of  all  those  of  thy  servants,  who,  having 
finished  their  course  in  faith,  do  now  rest  from  their  labours.  And  we  be- 
seech thee,  that  we,  with  all  those  who  are  departed  in  the  true  faith  of  thy 
holy  name,  may  have  our  perfect  consummation  and  bliss,  both  in  body  and 
soul,  in  thy  eternal  and   everlasting  glory,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

^4*1671. 


O  God,  whose  days  are  without  end,  and  whose  mercies  cannot  be  numbered  ; 
make  us,  we  beseech  thee,  deeply  sensible  of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of 
human  life ;  and  let  thy  Holy  Spirit  lead  us,  in  holiness  and  righteousness, 
all  the  days  of  our  lives.  Grant  that,  when  we  shall  have  served  thee  in  our 
generation,  having  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  in  the  confidence  of 
faith,  in  the  comfort  of  hope,  in  favor  with  thee,  our  God,  and  in  perfect 
charity  with  the  world,  we  mAV  be  gathered  unto  our  fathers  :  All  which  we 
ask  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  God,  who  has  given  us  grace  at  this  time,  with  one  accord,  to 
make  our  common  supplications  unto  thee ;  and  dost  promise  when  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  thy  name,  thou  wilt  grant  their  requests  ;  fulfill 
now,  O  Lord,  the  desires  and  petitions  of  thy  servants  as  may  be  most  ex- 
pedient for  tnem ;  granting  us  in  this  world  knowledge  of  thy  truth  and  in  the 
world  to  come  life  everlasting.     Amen. 

The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  (Jod,  and  the  communion 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you  all.     Amen. 

Then  shall  be  sung  the  following  or  some  appropriate  hymn : 

1  Guide  me,  O  thou  great  Jehovah, 

Pilgrim  through  this  barren  land, 
I  am  weak,  but  thou  art  mighty ; 
Hold  me  with  thy  powerful  hand. 

2  Open  now  the  crystal  fountains 

Whence  the  living  waters  flow  ; 
Let  the  fiery,  cloud v  pillar. 
Lead  me  all  my  journey  through. 

3  Feed  me  with  the  heavenly  manna 

In  this  barren  wilderness ; 
Be  my  sword,  and  shield  and  banner  ; 
Be  the  Lord  my  righteoumess. 
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4  When  I  tread  the  verge  of  Jordan, 
Bid  my  anxious  fears  subside  ; 
Death  of  death,  and  hell's  destruction, 
Land  me  safe  on  Canaan's  side. 

Than  shtdl  foUow  an  'j.ddi'e»  or  sermon  and  such  other  exercises  ojs  may  be  thought 
appropriatCf  after  which  the  PrelatCy  facing  the  Knights^  shall  say — aU  standing  : 

May  the  Almighty  Lord,  who  is  a  strong  tower  to  all  those  who  put  their 
trust  in  him,  to  whom  all  things  in  heaven,  in  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  do 
bow  and  obey,  be  now  and  evermore  thy  defence ;  and  make  thee  know  and 
feel,  that  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  to  man,  in  whom,  and 
through  whom,  thou  mayest  receive  health  and  salvation,  but  only  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

Response:  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Prelate :  May  the  blessing  of  Heaven  rest  upon  us  and  all  regular  Masons. 
May  brotherly  love  prevail  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue  cement  us. 
Amen, 

Response :  So  mote  it  be. 

While  the  Knights  are  retiring  an  organ  voluntary  may  be  played  or  an  appropriate 
hymn  sang. 
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KEPOET  ON 


FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Correspondence  present  list  of  proceedings  received,  with 
names  of  Grand  Commanders,  and  time  and  place  of  next  Conclave: 


STATE. 


GRAND  COMMAKDEBS. 


DATE. 
1880. 


PLACE  OP  NEXT 
CONCLAVE. 


Alabama 

California 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Maine , 

Mass.  and  K.  I 

Maryland , 

Michigan , 

Minnesota..... , 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Texas 

Vermont , 

Virginia.., , 

G^d  p]ncam  pment . . , 


William  S.  Fosteb.. 

A.  A.  Redinoton 

C.  R.  Armstrong, 

Charles  M.  Morse.. 

S.  T.  Williams 

II.  8.  WiNSLOW 

Yj,  D.  Hillyer 

William  Ryan 

J.  H.  Drummond 

N.  Waldrich 

F.  J.  S.  GORGAS 

Frank  Henderson... 

W.  C.  Williston 

J.  W.  Hildreth 

I.  L.  Register 

J.  K.  O'Neal 

John  P.  S.  Gobin 

Henry  Scuerfpius.. 

E.  S.  Dana 

James  G.  Bain* 

v.  l.  hurlbret 


May 

Ap4  16.. 
May  19. 
Oct.  26. 
(Vp'l  27. 
Oct.  6. 
May  11. 
May  12.. 
May    5.. 


.  Birmingham. 
iSan  Francisco. 
.Columbus. 
..Chicago. 
.Indianapolis. 
JDesMoines. 
.•Ottawa. 
.!  Louisville. 
iPortland. 


May  12.. 
May  12.. 
June  24.. 
Sept.  28.. 
Sept.  7.. 
Sept.  16.. 
May  26.. 
Feb.  11.. 
Jan'v  8.. 


'Baltimore. 

!  Detroit. 

Faribault. 

,  Concord. 

Trenton. 

Mansfield. 

Williamsport. 

Palestine. 

Burlington. 


Aug.  17..'Chicago. 


*Date  to  be  fixed  by  Grand  Council. 


The  undersigned  makes  his  bow  to  the  Corps  in  this  his  first  and  last  appear- 
ance as  a  member  of  the  Guild,  and  premises  that  most,  if  not  all  of  them 
have  passed  from  the  ground  floor  to  more  exalted  seats  in  the  Temple,  learn- 
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ing,  by  dearly  bought  experience,  that  it  was  easier  to  detect  and  criticise  the 
shortcomings  of  others  than  it  was  to  avoid  committing  even  graver  errors 
when  himself  arriving  at  the  post  of  authority.  So,  too,  he  learns  when 
called  to  the  post  of  Reviewer,  that  the  labor  is  not  a  light  one,  and  that  his 
brethren  are  more  than  ready  to  attack  for  every  position  taken  or  opinion 
advanced.  Hence,  it  was  that,  in  view  of  these  and  the  further  facts,  that  a 
bankrupt  treasury  was  behind  him,  and  many  well-informed  fratrcs  were  of 
the  very  fixed  opinion  that  the  averiige  committeeman  turned  cash  into  print- 
er's ink,  that  he  might  have  full  opportunity  to  praise  or  abuse  his  fellows, 
conclusion  was  about  reached,  that  for  this  time  at  least  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Mississippi  would  not  be  held  responsible  for  any  opinions  advanced  by  its 
Reprfesentative,  and  thereby  escape  its  proportion  of  criticism.  Just  then,  in 
one  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Bodies,  this  writer  listened  in  awe  and  admiration 
to  an  eloquent  address — subject,  "  Foreign  Correspondence" — in  which  the 
position  was  taken,  that  in  and  through  these  Reports,  "  the  History  of  Ma- 
sonry was  preserved  and  promulgated."  'Twas  a  new  idea,  and  as  we  did  not 
want  to  miss  making  our  share,  the  sober,  second  thought  was  taken  to  prepare 
the  Report.  Time  was  too  short  for  the  standard 
Conclave  held  at  


Grand  Commander. 

• > 

Grand  Recorder. 


Proceedings  local. 

With  further  statement  of   new  officers  and  place  of   assembly,  and  then 

The  correspondents  proceed  to  spread  themselves. 

But,  in  lieu  of  this,  to  give  the  proceedings,  "transactions"  some  call  them,  a 
more  or  less  careful  attention,  ascertaining  which  and  what  questions  were 
most  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Fraternity,  and  present  these  questions  for 
the  consideration  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  assumption  being  a  fair 
one,  that  each  or  any  question  that  presented  itself  for  the  consideration  of 
any  Grand  Body  was  likely  at  one  time  or  another  to  present  itself  in  our  own, 
and  by  this  means  we  could  be  guided  by  their  action  or  profit  by  their  mis- 
takes. In  carrying  out  this  plan,  many  and  various  facts  and  questions  of  law 
and  usage  have  presented  themselves  with  conclusions  as  varying  as  there  are 
Jurisdictions  considering  them. 

Chief  among  these  is  the  Triennial  Great  Grand  Conclave,  a  question  of  most 
vital  interest.  Each  and  every  Grand  Commandery  is  making  most  elaborate 
preparation  for  attendance ;  some  commenced  more  than  a  year  ago,  and  it  is 
related  that  one  telef^raphed  from  Cleveland  immediately  after  Chicago  was  desig- 
nated as  the  place  for  the  jiext  Conclave,  and  secured  its  quarters,  both  head 
and  hind ;  may  be  there  was  something  of  prescience  in  this,  as  all  indications 
promise  that  the  occasion,  with  its  flare  and  glare,  its  glitter  and  display,  its  fif- 
teen thousand  Sir  Knights  in  column,  twenty-four  front,  and  its  one  hundred 
and  fifty  brass  bands,  will  be  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the  Order.  Not  much 
business  will  be  done,  and  what  is  made  matter  of  record  will  probably  be 
crudely  prepared  and  hastily  considered ;  but  the  gallant  Sir  Knights  will 
have  a  good  time;  Chicago  merchants  have  opportunity  to  advertise  their  wares^ 
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Mid  the  committee  to  pay  the  bills  and  ascertain  the  pro  rata  profit  and  loss. 
It  h«B  been  well  said  that  we  are  too  much  governed  anyhow,  and  in  failing  to 
pass  new  lawa  it  BMy  b«  that  some  or  many  of  those  *'  old  ones/'  in  which  the 
Grand  Encampment  is  thought  to  bear  too  heavily  on  the  "Subordinate 
Grands,"  may  be  explained,  amended,  or  even  repealed.  We  are  not  of  those 
who  are  disposed  to  consider  the  Grand  Encampment  as  the  "  Red  Rag,"  and 
ourselves  the  Bovine,  only  too  ready  for  the  attack,  but  rather  try  to  keep  in 
remembrance  the  "  tie  that  binds"  and  readers  us  cheerful,  abiding,  as  may 
be,  by  its  edicts;  still  it  is,  or  ought  to  be,  sound  doctrine  that  all  good  govern- 
ments derive  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  and  the  Grand 
Encampment  might  add  much  to  its  dignity,  influence  and  power,  by  confining 
its  legislation  to  a  few  simple  "general  rules  or  regulations,"  and  as  most 
questions  that  arise  are  those  affecting  the  relations  between  the  Commanderies, 
Subordinate  and  Grand,  relegating  them  to  that  tribunal,  where  they  would 
seem  properly  to  belong,  and  not,  as  seems  sometimes  to  be  the  case,  first  pass  a 
bad  law,  and  then,  illustrating  the  dogma  of  a  distinguished  civic  ofiicer, 
"  make  this  bad  law  odious  by  enforcing  it,"  but  not  repealing  it.  Some  years 
since,  a  case  arose  in  this  Jurisdiction,  in  which  our  law  being  in  conflict  with 
that  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  then  Grand 
Master,  and  he  sustained  ot/r  regulation.  The  question  being  that  which  is 
known  in  our  Grand  Lodge  annals,  and  perhaps  the  world  over,  as  the  Spiie 
case,  (he  did  not  spell  the  name  that  way,  but  after  events  nearly  justified  the 
orthography,)  in  which  it  was  affirmed  and  ordained  that  a  reversal  of  sentence 
of  expulsion,  whilst  restoring  to  "rights  and  privileges,"  did  not  restore  to 
membership  in  his  Lodge,  This  was  and  is  the  regulation  in  our  Grand  Lodge 
and  Grand  Commandery ;  but  in  the  Grand  Encampment  it  was  held  that  such 
reversal  restored  to  membership.  The  Grand  Master  sustained  our  position, 
and  that  ended  the  matter.  But  suppose  the  decision  had  been  the  other  way, 
what  would  we  have  done?  No  matter  what  may  have  been  our  opinions, 
when  the  question  was  originally  under  discussion,  it  was  now,  so  far  as  we 
were  concerned,  res  adjudicata.  Many  are  fond  of  prating  about  the  "higher 
bodies,"  bat  there  are  perhaps  as  many  who  recognize  and  believe  that  a  Master 
Mason  has  reached  the  highest  attainable  position ;  that  the  lawM  of  that  Order 
are  fully  as,  if  not  more,  binding  than  those  of  any  of  its  appendages,  (hope 
this  aint  treason,)  and  that  the  assurances  given  on  the  threshhold  of  the 
ground  floor  extend  to,  and  protect,  until  he  shall  have  reached  the  climax  ot 
the  garret  or  even  the  outside  of  the  root.  This,  of  course,  is  an  extreme  case, 
but  others  may  and  do  occur,  and  if  those  of  us  entitled  to  a  voice  and  vote, 
who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present  on  the  grand  occasion,  will  act  on  and 
work  for  this  rule  of  simplicity,  then  will  the  "Triennial"  become  an  era  not 
only  in  the  remembrances  of  the  multitudinous  attendance,  with  its  good  times 
and  enjoyments,  but  also  as  the  beginning  of  hearty  good  will,  "reluctant  sub- 
mission" being  changed  to  ready  obedience. 

In  our  own,  as  well  as  in  most  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  the  question  of 
jurisdiction  seems  to  be  perpetually  under  consideration,  and  at  times  threaten 
that  harmony  without  which  "  our  profession"  is  but  a  mockery — sometimes 
it  is  that — through  fear  of  growing  rusty  in  the  ritual,  or  as  evidence  of  belief 
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'  that  numbers  constitute  strength — Subordinates  cross  the  lines  of  their  neigh- 
bors and  even  go  outside  of  their  States.  Again,  they  find  themselves  confused 
as  to  what  constitutes  legal  residence.  A  companion  moves  into  a  new 
neighorhood,  announces  his  intention,  and  speedily  receives  the  "accolade" 
only  to  find  that  his  case  has  become  the  bone  of  contention  between  his 
old  and  his  new  friends.  And  so,  in  one  form  or  another,  the  question 
comes  up  in  every  Grand  Jurisdiction.  And  as  if  this  were  not  enough, 
the  very  "regulation"  under  which  we  try  to  live  is  vague  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. Prescribing  as  it  does  that  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  Subordinates 
shall  be  determined  by  "  air  linep,"  a  relic  seemingly  of  the  days  which 
few  or  none  of  us  are  old  enough  to  remember,  when  for  land  journeys  the 
rich  used  horse  or  vehicle,  and  the  poor  their  natural  means  of  locomotion* 
and  our  rivers  were  graced  by  the  clumsy  raft  or  elegant  broodhom,  and  ignor- 
ing the  fact  that,  whether  on  land  or  water,  steam  almost  annihilates  dis- 
tance, and  that  clear  around  the  circle  is  a  matter  of  much  less  time,  by  this 
medium,  than  a  very  short  distance  is  under  the  olden  means  of  transportation. 
In  the  older  and  more  thickly  settled  States,  with  their  many  and  competing 
railroad  lines  to  every  point  of  the  compass,  the  question  may  present  no  diffi- 
culties, but  down  this  way  it  is  becoming  only  too  serious.  Just  think  of  it. 
Cases  may  occur  where  parties  living  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  desiring  the 
Orders,  will  have  to  pass  through  the  bounds  of  five  Commanderies  to  reach 
the  Asylum  of  the  one  having  jurisdiction,  or  else  by  another  route  go  through 
three  as  well  as  be  a  part  of  the  time  out  of  the  State.  In  the  interior  the 
case  is  not  much  better,  and  Koyal  Arch  Masons  want  the  Orders,  but  decline 
taking  a  forty  mile  horse-back  ride,  part  way  through  a  swamp,  to  get  them, 
thinking  it  rather  hard  that  our  regulations  forbid  a  pleasant  sixty  mile  jour- 
ney on  the  rail,  which  would  accomplish  for  them  the  same  end.  Experience 
has  shown  that  Subordinates  are  very  tenacious  of  their  rights,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  and  relief  is  seemingly  attainable  only  through  the  agency  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  for  this  various  plans  are  suggested — the  many  favor- 
ing a  proposition  to  strike  out  "air  lines"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "usually 
travelled  routes."  Very  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  don't  go  near  far  enough- 
Suppose  we  go  still  farther  and  repeal  the  regulation  outright,  if  not  for  the 
country  at  large,  at  least  throughout  the  limits  of  the  State.  We  do  not  believe 
in  removing  a  single  safeguard  that  has  been  established  for  the  protection  of 
the  Order,  but  we  do  believe  that  when  a  brother  and  companion  has  complied 
with  the  regulations  of  Lodge  and  Chapter  on  this  subject,  he  should  be 
untrammeled  in  his  selection  of  a  Commandery.  We  can,  and  if  the  committtee 
does  its  duty  well,  guard  our  portals  as  well  in  case  of  an  applicant  living 
many  miles  away  as  in  that  of  one  who  may  have  been  our  next  door  neighbor. 
It  may  be,  and  is,  said  that  the  trouble  can  be  easily  met,  as  any  and  every 
Commandery  can  waive  jurisdiction  in  all  such  cases.  But  in  some  Jurisdic- 
tions the  right  of  waiver  is  denied,  and  even  when  all  eanj  many  wont.  Some  of 
us  are  richer  than  others,  but  none  of  us  have  more  or  even  as  much  of  "the 
root  of  all  evil"  as  we  want,  a  lost  candidate  means  lost  fees  to  our  treasury, 
a  lost  banquet  to  those  who  only  attend  w^hen  the  scent  of  viands  is  in  the  air; 
and  then  you  know  it  is  a  distinct  reflection  on  us,  and  the  best  Commandery 
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in  the  State,  that  any  material  should  leave  us  to  seek  admission  elsewhere. 
Well,  we  have  no  hope  that  oiux  opinion  will  be  converted  into  a  law  of  the 
Order,  but  we  do  believe  that  it  is  the  best  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

PUBLIC  PARADES. 

Of  all  matters  occupying  the  attention  and  thought  of  Grand  Commanders 
and  the  Mutuals,  there  is  none  to  which  more  space  is  given  than  this  question 
of  Public  Parades,  carrying  with  it  as  it  does  the  vexed  question  of  Dispensa- 
tions, and  the  right  of  Grand  Commanders  to  grant,  and  running  through 
almost  every  imaginary  circumstance  and  occasion  which  can  call  for  the 
assembling  of  men,  and  women  too,  together.  Subordinates  seem  to  have  racked 
their  brains  to  find  "the  occasion"  and  Grand  Commanders  to  have  gone 
through  the  same  process  to  find  the  excuse — with  the  result  presumably  that 
the  Subs  had  a  good  time,  and  when  the  Conclave  came  the  Grand  Commander, 
in  most  instances,  made  excuses  and  apologies,  and  the  proper  committee  en- 
dorsed and  confirmed  his  official  acts. 

Meeting  the  "  statement  of  authority  granted,"  and  apology  for  so  doing,  in 
so  many  shapes  and  forms,  it  occurred  to  us  that  an  imperfect  list  might  be  of 
advantage  to  the  Order  as  a  "sample  of  its  history,"  and  prove,  if  nothing 
else,  that  we  had  at  least  looked  for  one  question  in  the  volumes  of  Proceed- 
ings.   Authority  is  given  to  appear  in  full  uniform  at   \ 

Exercises  of  Ladies*  Memorial  Association,' and  refused  to  act  as  escort  at 
funeral  of  Lady  Superintendent  of  Masonic  Home.  ' 

Permission  to  parade  at  a  church  festival  refused^  for  the  reason  that  belts 
would  close  the  opening  to  the  pocket,  the  occasion  being  one  more  likely  to 
call  for  drav'iny  of  pocket  books  than  unsheathing  of  swords. 

Another  authorizes  public  parades  at  C<?ntennial8 — two  occasions — pilgrim- 
ages many;  escort ;  drill  and  concert ;  public  reception  and  drill. 

Another:  Decoration  day;  (Brother  Carson  says  this  day  varies  according 
to  latitude,  i.  e.,  of  Maple  or  Banana.)  Excursions;  Escort  to  4th  July;  (let 
us  be  thankful  this  is  the  same  the  country  over;)  Pilgrimage,  etc.;  and  then 
says,  after  reporting  some  twelve  such  :  "  Familiarity  breeds  contempt,"  and 
I  would  not  have  the  public  so  famUiar  with  our  insignia  as  to  have  reason  for 
contempt  for  them. 

Again:     Ten  tJpecial  dispensations,  mainly  for  Decoration  purposes. 

Others:     Social  festival;  4th  July  ;  public  parades. 

(Jrand  Temperance  Camp-Meeting,  "to  publicly  testify  our  esteem  for,  and 
appreciation  of  the  objects  of  said  assemblage." 

Public  appearance  at  Installation.  Ascension  and  decoration  days;  Masonic 
celebrations ;  laying  of  corner  stones  ;  to  go  into  camp  for,  drill,  three  days — 
Good  Friday,  I^dge  annivcrsay,  and  so  on,  for  quantity — followed  by  these 
comments : 

"The  individual  Sir  Knight  cannot  appear  in  public  in  regalia,  say  at 
masquerade  or  tableaux ;    but  the  Commandery  may,  in  entertainment  of  a 

military  company,  or  —  baptismal  of  infants — the  infant,  minister  and 

sponsors  being  enclosed  in,  or  surrounded  by,  arch  of  steel." 

"In  case  of  drill,  wear  only  fatigue  caps  and  sword." 
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**  To  ask  for  Buch  favors  (dispensations  for  public  appearances)  shows  a 
weakness  and  an  inordinate  love  of  fine  clothes." 

"  Eminent  Commanders  ask  for  dispensations  which  they  know  ought  to  be 
refused  and  believe  will  be,  but  their  own  backbone  being  weak  they  rely  on 
the  vertebra  of  the  Grand  Commander/* 

"  Trouble  not  in  the  backbone  but  in  head.  As  much  of  the  former  as  in  the 
mastodon  would  not  help,  but  a  thimble  full  of  Templar  Brains  would  enable 
them  to  say  No." 

As  some  people  spell  nation  with  an  extra  large  size  capital  N. 

Many,  very  many  it  may  be,  ol  our  Fratres  believe  that  the  ballot  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  those  we  love  best,  and  in  whose  cause  we  are  bound  to 
wield  our  swords,  to-wit:  Our  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  daughters — sweethearts, 
not  omitting  our  coosuoa  and  our  aunts,  and  so  would  hail  with  joy  an  order 
from  the  M.  E.  G.  M.,  invitingy  the  Order  at  large  to  attend  meetings, 
wherever  held,  in  the  interest  of  a  "  Woman's  Rights,"  or  a  baptism  of  infants 
according  to  Baptist  formula,  (no  disrespect  intended  to  Fratres  of  that  way  of 
belief,)  "to  publicly  testify  our  esteem  for,  and  appreciation  of,"  etc.  1  trow 
some  good  Frater  not  endorsing  would  speedily  raise  questions  not  easy  to  be 
answered — for  the  first  we  should  decline  to  take  part,  and  quote  as  reason  in 
full,  remark  by  a  "  party  in  interest,"  noted  as  well  for  sound  good  sense  and 
high  attainments  as  for  quickness  of  repartee,  that  ''so  long  as  she  had  woman*^ 
privileges  she  would  not  give  a  btraw  for  any  of  the  rights."  And  for  the  last, 
lay  down  the  sound,  honest  doctrine  to  make  no  requirements  of  a  Knight 
Templar  which  he  could  not  conscientiously  comply  with,  whether  that  require- 
ment be  attendance  at  denominational  baptism  or  the  celebration  of  Decoration 
Day,  North  or  South— and  this  to  be  governed  by  no  matter  of  majority  vote, 
but  such  unanimity  of  thought  and  action,  that  a  member  of  the  Order,  where- 
ever  his  home,  may  visit  any  Asylum,  wherever  located,  with  full  and  absolute 
assurance  that  nothing  will  be  said,  done,  or  required  that  is  not  in  harmony 
with  the  Kitual  as  well  as  the  Regulations  of  the  Order.  Undoubtedly  fine 
feathers  have  much  to  do  with  this  mania  for  show ;  but, 

"  Such  thoughts  are  cruel;  " 


*'  Fine  feathers  are  for  birds  as  fine — " 
"  Consistency's  a  jewel." 

Let  us  be  consistent.  Drills  are  necessary,  and  summer  encampments  doubt, 
less  most  agreeable,  but  full  dress  is  not  essential  to  good  drilling  and  camp  en- 
enjoyment — «o  let  us  divest  ourselves  on  such  occasions  of  the  distinctive 
marks,  and  drill  as  much  as  we  please;  then  the  most  censorious  can  raise  no 
objection,  and  meanwhile,  as  the  evil  is  a  crying  one,  and  the  tendency  towards 
even  greater  latitude,  trust  to  the  wisdom  of  the  powers  that  be  to  hit  upon 
the  proper  mean  and  formulate  a  just,   proper  and  plain  rule  for  our  guidance. 

"colored  templars." 

A  distinguished  citizen,  once  a  Major-General,  while  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  afterwards  an  aspirant  for  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  a  great  CommonwealtH, 
asserted  with  much  force,  if  not  truth,  that  the  great  fault  of  the  Southern 
people  was  their  practice  of  spelling  African  with  two  f  s.    In  the  Order  down 
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this  way  they  have  never  had  occaMion  to  spell  it  at  all,  but  if  we  judge  from 
the  attention  the  question  is  receiving  in  the  cooler  latitudes  it  wJU  soon  come 
up  for  consideration.  Nearly  all  the  corps  are  dis-cussing,  and  the  proposition 
of  some  that  mention  is  premature,  and  that  it  is  best  not  'Ho  cross  the  bridge 
until  we  get  to  it"  will  not  answer.  A  prudent  general  provides  for  V^treat  as 
well  as  for  advance,  assuring  his  troops  that  victory  is  before  them.  He  sees 
that  there  are  no  obstructions  in  his  rear,  lest  otherwise  he  might  find  himself 
in  the  position  of  the  Confederate  cavalryman  at  Gettysburg — "participant  in 
a  battle  which  had  no  r*ar."  We  were  early  taught,  and  implicitly  believe,  that 
"Masonry  regards  no  man  for  his  wealth  or  worldly  qualification."  And  quote 
as  fully  expressing  our  views :  "There  is  but  one  avenue  to  a  Lodge,  Chapter  or 
Commandery;  and  because  some  men  are  fortunate  in  being  born  black,  this  fact 
aUme,  should  not  entitle  them  to  immunities  that  are  withheld  from  white  men." 
Our  jurisdiction  furnishes  an  illustration  directly  in  point.  A  gentlemen,  an  M. 
D.,  and  a  Reverend,  visiting  Subordinates  and  Grand  Commanderies  repeatedly, 
and  application  was  made  to  the  former  for  affiliation.  Having  no  dimity 
application  was  made  to  the  Commandery  in  which  he  claimed  to  have  received 
the  Orders,  and  reply  received  that  his  name  was  not  on  the  rolls,  nor  any  record 
whatever  of  "  his  making"  on  the  Records.  It  was  a  case  without  precedent, 
such  as  absolutely  to  forbid  the  belief  that  he  was  an  impostor.  The  case  was 
referred  to  the  M.  E.  G.  Master,  with  all  details,  and  request  made  that  he 
would  indicate  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

The  Grand  Master  replied,  that  the  applicant  could  noi  be  healed^  and  that  he 
could  only  be  placed  in  good  standing  by  going  through  the  regular  course,  i.  e.> 
application  in  form,  reference  to  committee,  ballot  and  conferring  the  orders' 
Presumably  this  nondescript  complied  with  alt  the  regulations  before  being 
allowed  to  sit  in  any  Commandery,  and  we  thought  we  knew  him.  These  others 
we  do  not  and  cannot  know.  But  we  do  know,  if  our  Eminent  and  Illustrious, 
Prater,  Robt.  Morris,  is  any  authority;  and  he  says,  in  a  recent  article  : 

1st,  The  first  negro  Lodge  was  established  in  Boston,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England ;  but  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  had  no  more 
authority  over  Massachusetts  at  that  time  than  it  has  over  California  now. 

2d.  By  the  terms  of  their  Charter,  those  Boston  Masons  were  required  to 
make  annual  returns  and  pay  annual  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 
This  they  never  did. 

3d.  The  Lodge  in  Boston  (named  Prince  Hall  Lodge)  took  the  astounding 
and  unprecedented  liberty  of  issuing  Charters,  and  when  a  number  of  Lodges 
had  been  formed,  of  organizing  a  Grand  Lodge. 

How  is  it  possible  to  recognize  an  organization  who«e  every  stone  of  founda- 
tion is  so  poor  and  weak? 

4th.  Commanderies  of  Knights  Templar  equally  base  in  origin. 

For  more  than  sixty  years  the  whole  system  of  Knights  Templar  has  been 
under  a  natural  organization.  Any  other  bodies  of  Knights  Templar  are  ille- 
gitimate and  clandestine. 

And  to  this  we  simply  add  a  question  and  answer  found  in  different  proceed- 
ings, but  going  well  together  and  disposing  of  the  subject : 

"  Negro  Templars  are  springing  up  all  over  the  land.     Shall  we  continue 
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aimply  to  denounce  them  as  clandestine,  or  shall  the  issue  be  met,  fraught  as  k 
is  with  difficulties,  by  healing  and  re-obligating? 

''  A  clandestine  Mason  cawMi  be  healed.  Healing  can  only  be  applied  to 
those  irregularly  made ;  never  to  those  having  not  even  a  remote  claim  to  con- 
sideration.'' 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

Are  commented  on  and  criticised  in  most  of  the  addresses,  and  many  of  the 
*' reports,"  and  it  seems  to  be  a  puzzling  question  as  to  what  they  arc  good  for 
and  what  is  to  be  done  with  them.  One  suggests,  "  that  they  be  required  to 
prepare  the  correspondence,  each  for  the  jurisdiction  represented,  prescribing 
the  quality  and  limiting  the  quantity." 

Another,  that  in  appointments :  "  First  four  officers  shall  be  ignored  and 
time  limited  to  three  years." 

Still  another :  "  That  no  individual  Sir  Knight  shall  be  required  or  allowed 
to  represent  more  than  om  Jurisdiction." 

And  our  lamented  Frater  Fairchild  suggested,  that  if  worthless  for  all  other 
purposes,  they  were  at  least  good  to  make  pictures  of.  Perliaps  if  they  were 
required  to  attend  the  Grand  Conclaves,  and  expected,  upon  calling  of  the  roll, 
to  make  report  of  their  constituency,  setting  forth  its  condition  and  progress, 
the  Order  at  large  would  be  better  posted,  and  the  Representative  system  found 
to  be  of  some  value. 

In  every  report  examined,  reference  is  made  to  the  pestilence  which  ravaged 
and  devastated  our  section  ;  and  whilst  making  mention  of  their  own  official 
acts  in  this  regard,  most,  if  not  all.  Grand  Commanderies  have  paid  eloquent 
and  fitting  tribute  to  the  loved  and  lost — ^^Valter,  Faircliild,  and  others,  of  our 
own  Jurisdiction;  Worsham  and  Wheeler,  of  Tennessee.  The  perusal  of  these 
tributes  has  been  attended  with  feelings  of  mingled  sadness  and  pleasure.  Inti- 
mately acquainted  with  three  of  those  named,  bound  bycloscnt  tics  of  personal 
friendship  through  boyhood's  and  manhood's  days  to  one,  afuU  heart  reminded 
of  the  loss  sustained,  and  the  glowing  words  of  eulogy  and  praise  were  proof 
all  sufficient  that  their  virtues,  their  labors  and  their  sacrifices  were  appre- 
ciated. 

Of  them  it  has  been  fittingly  and  truly  said : 

"  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  we  search  the  world's  history  through,  we  shall  find 
no  record  of  human  achievement  that  comes  nearer  to  the  deeds  of  our  ideal 
of  a  valiant  and  magnanin»ous  Knight  of  the  Gross  than  the  deeds  of  these 
Sir  Knights;  and  that  we  shall  find  no  nearer  approach  than  they  made  to  the 
Great  Master  who  said,  *  (xreater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  friends.'  " 

But,  in  thus  paying  fit  tribute  to  these,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  there 
were  dozens,  even  hundreds  of  others  occupying  no  official  place,  neither  ex- 
pecting nor  receiving  any  mark  of  public  approval,  who  labored  as  faithfully 
and  unselfishly,  many  now  filling  almost  unknown  graves,  and  others  moving 
along  in  their  humble  walks,  ready  to  do  and  dare,  aye,  even  die,  should  the 
eoi^rgency  again  arise. 

The  subject  of  V  Temperance,"  as  exemplified  by  use  of  wine  at  banquets 
seems   to  furnish  a  fruitful  field  for  discussion  and  give  opportunity  for  ex- 
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pression  of  all  varieties  of  opinion — one  Grand  Body  going  so  far  as  to  repolve,     | 

"  That  the  use  of  wine  or  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind,  in  any  way,  in 
connection  with  any  banquet  given,  or  participated  in,  by  any  CJommandery 
under  this  Jurisdiction  is  hereby  prohibited." 

A  resolution  so  plain,  that  he  who  runs  may  read,  in  which  no  italics  are 
necessary,  and  which,  if  Gommandery  be  stricken  out,  and  Sir  Knight  be  sub- 
stituted, will  perforce  require  them  to  do  their  drinking  alone  or  with  friends 
not  members  of  the  Order. 

But  are  we  not  in  danger  of  going  too  far — confounding  temperance  with  total 
abstinence  t 

"  Compounding  for  Bins  we  are  inclined  to, 
^  By  damning  those  we  have  no  mind  for." 

Many  a  hoy  is  driven  out  into  the  street^  with  all  its  associations,  by 
the  undue  rigor  of  "home  discipline,"  and  may  we  not,  by  refusing  the 
occasional  social  glass  of  wine  in  "banquetting  hall"  drive  the  Frater  into 
the  public  bar-room?  Ours  is  a  beautiful  Eitual,  and  its  teachings  grand  and 
sublime  ;  let  us  both  teach  and  act  them,  not  only  in  the  Asylum  but  out  of  it, 
and  in  both  places  be  ready  to  council,  uphold  and  strengthen  any  Frater  who 
may  be  tempted.  For  ourselves  jj^  can  claim  to  be  temperate  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  term;  have  attended  many  banquets,  both  public  and  private,  and 
have  yet  to  see  a  Knight  Templar  in  the  slightest  degree  under  the  influence 
of  liquor,  before  or  after  a  banquet.  Hence  it  is,  we  believe,  the  question — its 
consideration  rather — improper  and  out  of  place.  Our  Order  has  many  ene- 
mies; behave  ourselves  as  we  may,  it  will  have  many  more.  Constant  agitation 
of  this  subject  will  not  be  considered  as  precautionary  against  possible,  but 
as  prohibitory  of  existing  evils,  and  give  seemingly  good  reasons  for  the 
charges,  that  our  professions  and  our  practices  were  not  in  harmony.  Sworn 
defenders  of  the  "  Cross,"  in  faith,  we  were  practically  traders  of  intemperance 
and  its  attendant  vices. 

Visitation  of  Subordinates  is  the  not  infrequent  theme  of  addresses,  but  few 
or  none  of  the  Grand  Commanders  have  been  able  to  accomplish  their  avowed 
wishes ;  pressure  of  private  business  being  the  chief  preventing  cause.  Some 
remedy  the  difficulty  by  dividing  their  territory  into  districts  or  divisions,  in- 
trusting the  command  of  each  to  an  immedinate  Subordinate;  this  is  all  very 
good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  lacks  much  of  attaining  that  uniformity  of  work  and 
uniform,  which,  if  unattainable  in  the  Order  at  large,  is  so  much  to  be  desired 
in  the  Subordinate  Grands.  A  zealous  Grand  Commander  visiting  and  tpitnesa- 
ing  the  work  in  each  Subordinate  would  accomplish  much,  but  Deputies  are 
oftimes  very  strong  in  their  own  opinions  and  never  entirely  of  one  mind.  One 
who  evidently  knows,  has  said  :  "  There  are  too  many  unreliable  manufacturers 
engaged  in  the  business."  And  until  some  authoritative  Ritual  and  Order  as 
regards  uniform  are  promulgated  and  enforced.  Eminent  Commanders  will  add 
so-called  embellishments,  and  manufacturers  put  on  gold  lace  wherever  place 
can  be  made  or  found. 

The  Ritual  of  the  "Order  of  Malta"  was  promulgated  and  recommended 
very  nearly  three  years  ago,  and  since  that  good  hour  it  has  been  "cussed" 
and    "discussed,"  pronounced   beautiful,    impracticable,     and    clothed    with 
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all  sorts  of  other  adjectives,  pro  and  con.  And,  so  far  as  the  records 
shorT,  to  CincinDati  Coramandery  alone  belongs  the  honor  of  having  had 
the  nerve,  the  moMy  and  the  membership  to  vsn-k  it.  We  have  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  wexng  this  Kitual,  and  can  pass  no  opinion  upon  its  merits  or 
beauty— the  opening  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad,  and  the  conferring 
of  this  Order  being  unfortunately  some  two  weeks  apart,  and  thereby  prevent- 
ing us  from  accepting  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  last  named ;  but  if,  as 
stated,  seventeen  officers  and  a  costly  paraphernalia  are  required  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  degree,  it  cannot  be  adopted  by  the  Commanderies  generally  and  an 
^'enforcing  edict''  would  result  in  reducing  the  list  of  Subordinates  to  those  to 
be  found  in  the  largest  cities.  Fortunately  it  is  only  recommended,  and  the 
v(Atr%  at  Grand  Encampment  will  have  had  opportunity  to  read  the  opinions 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Considerable  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  question  as  to  whether  the  "good 
of  the  Order"  would  be  advanced  by  locating  Grand  Commanderies  or  leaving 
them,  as  at  present,  "on  wheels."  It  is  alleged  with  much  truth,  that  under  the 
present  system  a  spirit  of  rivalry  is  engendered  among  the  Subordinates,  each 
when  occupying  the  position  of  host  to  the  Grand  Body  striving  to  offer  a 
greater  variety  of  entertainments,  and  to  excel  the  display  made  by  its  prede- 
cessor. One  result  being  that  the  smaller  and  poorer  Subordinates  are  unable 
to  offer  as  great  attractions  and  are  practically  ruled  out  when  the  time 
comes  for  selecting  a  place  of  meeting,  and  another,  that  the  time  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  is  so  occupied  with  banquets,  excursions  and  receptions  as  to 
leave  little  opportunity  and  less  inclination  for  attention  to  business.  May 
be  this  is  so,  but  we  for  one  should  dislike  to  see  the  present  system 
changed.  We  have  been  going  around  now  for  quite  a  number  of  years ;  have 
at  one  time  or  another  visited  most  of  the  Subs  in  the  Jurisdiction,  and  as  a 
result  endorse  fully  the  position  of  Grand  Commander  Woodhull : 

"  The  Order  is  preeminently  a  social  one,  and  something  more  is  required 
than  the  transaction  of  mere  routine  business.  It  is  of  importance  that  each 
and  every  Templar  should  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  how  business  is 
managed  in  the  Grand  Body ;  it  is  neither  just  nor  right  to  ask  all  Templars 
to  attend  Grand  Conclave;  and,  therefore,  the  Grand  Body  should  go  to  them* 
Visiting  each  Subordinate  at  intervals,  exemplifying  the  work  at  every  Con- 
clave, that  all  may  witness  and  greater  uniformity  be  secured." 


Among  the  many  matters  treated  of,  we  find  several,  in  both  the  addresses 
and  reports,  which  we  think  may  properly  be  designated  as  curiosUieSf  and  that 
the  Order  may  be  enlightened  as  to  what  is  being  done,  proposed,  or  denied  ii\ 
other  quarters,  quote  for  their  benefit : 

One  State  takes  the  position :  "  That  the  Grand  Encampment  del^ates 
powers  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  that  it  has  none  other." 

And,  that  in  the  same  line  of  thought,  a  writer  contrasts  Lodge  and  Chapter 
with  the  Commandery,  ^*  claiming  that  the  former  are  legislative  in  character, 
the  latter  military — the  former  assembles  together  and  pass  laws  foi  their  own 
governance,  the  latter  elect  their  Rulers,  and  these  prescribe  the  regulations 
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necessary  to  keep  their  subjects  in  due  subordidation."  Seems  to  us  that  a 
question  very  like  this  is  occupying  the  attention  of  our  political  friends,  and 
that  for  the  time  being  at  least  its  status  is  akin  to  that  of  the  "family  fight" — 
regarding  which,  the  man  of  the  house,  being  asked  which  was  Boss,  requested 
^^further  time,''  as  he  and  the  old  woman  were  then  engaged  in  the  settlement 
of  that  very  question. 

The  ablest  thinkers  of  the  Order  are  divided  upon  this  question,  and  it  might 
be  well  to  await  final  action  by  the  Grand  Encampment  before  taking  too  de- 
cided a  stand. 

Referring  to  something  said  to  have  been  done,  a  Mutual  says  :  "  It  is  hardly 
fair  to  accuse  the  Grand  Encampment  of  doing  an  act  that  would  do  so  much 
substantial  good  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood." 

In  another  place  we  find  a  Deputy  Grand  Commander  "granting  Dispensa- 
tions," the  Grand  Commander  appearing  to  be  neither  absent  nor  disabled. 

Besolution  offered : 

"That  the  Grand  Commander  be  instructed,  etc.,"  looks  as  if  it  was  seriously 
presented,  but  must  have  been  a  joke,  and  was  very  properly  rejected. 

Next  come  two  special  orders : 

"The  appointment  of  a  Surgeon  to  rank  as  Grand  Captain  General  during 
term  of  Grand  Conclave." 

Evidently  that  Grand  Body  don't  instruct  its  Grand  Commander ;  and  for 
ourselves  we  are  somewhat  curious  to  know  why  the  Surgeon  was  not  given 
higher  rank,  say  Deputy  Grand  Commander  for  instance.  Down  this  way  a 
Grand  Commander  can  appoint  a  Grand  Representative,  and  the  Regu- 
lations givtf  the  appointee  the  Rank  of  Past  Grand  Generalissimo,  but  those 
same  Regulations  furnish  a  list  of  aU  other  officers  and  how  they  shall  be 
chosen. 

And  again,  to  cap  the  climax: 

"  A  Commandery  applies  for  a  Dispensation  to  ballot  on  petition,  out  of 
time,  it  being  shown  that  the  desired  ballot  was  intended  to  anticipate  by  five 
days,  action  upon  ^n  application  by  the  same  individual  for  the  degrees  in  the 
Chapter." 

Refused  of  course.  Possibly  to  relieve  the  Subocdinate  from  any  embarrass- 
ment that  might  have  arisen  in  the,  not  impossible,  complication  of  a  fair 
ballot  in  the  Commandery  and  a  rejection  in  the  Chapter. 

Under  this  head,  too,  may  be  mentioned  the  curious  and  amusing  estimate 
that  is  placed  upon  our  predecessor  as  Corps  Representative,  to-wit:  Sir  Enoch 
George  DeLap.  It  was  our  fixed  intention  to  be  in  no  sense  personal  in  any- 
thing that  we  might  say,  and  mention  no  names ;  but  finding  the  example  in  a 
highly  complimentary  tribute  to  our  distinguished  Frater  Carson,  we  state  in 
reply  to  the  suggestion  of  a  kind-hearted  and  very  tolerant  member  of  the 
Mutuals,  quoting  some  spicy  language  of  Sir  George's,  "  that  allowance  was  to 
be  made  for  that  irritation  of  feeling  to  be  found  in  those  who  had  passed 
through  the  troubles  and  disasters  of  the  past  years ;"  in  other  words,  were 
under  "climatic  influence."  The  fact  is,  (Sir  George's)  birth-place,  and 
early  residence,  was  not  in  the  Sunny  South,  but  in  the  bleaker  regions  of  the 
Great  Northwest,  and  that  for  four  long  years  he  carried  a  muaket  and  wore  the 
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uniform  peculiar  to  the  last  named  section.  The  closing  scenes  of  the  war 
found  him  in  the  South,  and  here  he  made  his  home,  not  like  many  others, 
seeking  through  plunder  and  spoil  of  oflSce,  the  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth, 
but  as  one  of  the  people,  sharing  their  joys  and  sympathizing  in  their  sorrows, 
earning  his  bread  by  honest  work.  Eccentric  to  an  extreme,  generous  to  a 
fault,  he  loves  his  friends,  and  any  pretence  of  hating  anybody  is  veriest  pre- 
tence. 

In  one  of  the  reports  we  find  reference  made  to  a  resolution  of  ours  in  Grand 
Conclave,  some  years  since,  in  which  it  was  provided,  that  in  lieu  of  the  then 
practice  of  allowing  compensation  to  the  chairman  of  Committtee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  that  "the  honor  of  the  appointment  should  be  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  all  services  rendered,"  and  this  contrasted  rather  sharply  with  another 
resolution  of  ours  a  year  or  two  later,  "That  $25  be  allowed  the  chairman  of 
said  committee." 

Well,  we  were  sincere  in  the  first  instance,  and  equally  so  in  the  second. 
Circumstances  alter  cases,  and  even  if  Brother  Jasper's  theory  that  "  the  sun 
do  move"  be  all  wrong,  none  deny  that  the  world  moves  and  in  this  day  of  en- 
lightenment, improvement,  and  discovery,  to  strive  too  strongly  for  consistency, 
may  indicate  either  that  we  are  behind  the  age  or  else  too  stupid  to  learn. 

Then,  too,  however  strong  the  spirit,  the  flesh  is  oftimes  weak ;  and  if 
there  was  anything  wrong  in  either  the  first  or  second  steps,  it  may  be  proper 
to  add,  "  that  the  honor  is  the  only  possible  compensation  that  this  report  can 
receive." 

And  further,  that 

"  Full  many  a  shaft  at  random  sent. 
Hits  mark  the  archer  little  meant ;" 

and  even  assumes  the  characteristics  of  the  boomerang  in  returning  and  floor- 
ing the  thrower. 


Minnesota  considers  our  plan  of  "  Knights  Templar  Relief,"  and  refers  it  to  a 
committee  to  report  at  next  Conclave.  Doubtless  favorable  action  will  be  then 
had  if  they  take  our  view  of  the  plan  and  its  proposed  benefits.  Scarcely  a 
Jurisdiction  has  a  membership  large  enough,  even  supposing  all  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity,  to  create  a  benefit  that  would  be  of  material  advan- 
tage to  the  beneficiaries,  i.  e.,  as  providing  a  sum  for  investment  and  use  of 
interest  only;  but  of  all  expenses  following  the  death  of  the  head  of  a  family, 
in  moderate  circumstances,  the  most  grievous  and  difiicult  to  be  met  are  those 
which  are  connected  with  his  illness  and  burial.  No  man  wearing  the  uniform 
and  worthy  the  name  of  Templar  would  ever  refuse  to  contribute  his  pro  rata 
to  this  end  in  the  case  of  any  deceased  Frater.  But  pride,  though  it  be  not  a 
virtue,  is  a  common  heritage  of  the  human  family,  and  is  to  be  respected.  So 
it  is  proposed  to  make  this  relief  systematic  and  put  it  in  shape  to  be  promptly 
realized,  and  any  Grand  Commandery,  however  small,  can  accomplish  the  ob- 
jects desired — paying  all  the  expenses  indicated,  clothing  the  family  in  those 
habiliments  which  custom  of  many  sections,  renders  essential,  and  marking  the 
last  resting  places  of  those  who  in  life  were  bound  to  us  by  the  strongest  of 
chords. 
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CONCLUSION. 

And  now,  that  which  at  first  seemed  a  task,  but  has  proven  a  pleasant  duty, 
is  done.  The  reports  that  we  have  examined  have  varied  in  length,  from  hun- 
dreds of  pages  down  to  half  a  dozen.  Quite  a  number  of  proceedings  having 
none  at  all.  If  the  work  were  to  do  over  again,  we  should  follow  the  usual 
plan  and  review  the  States  in  detail,  believing  from  our  brief  experience  thai 
the  easier  way,  and  that  more  of  inspiration  comes  from  the  direct  contact  with 
the  Corps  than  from  selection  of  subjects  and  the  effort  to  treat  them  from  an 
impersonal  stand-point.  For  many  kind  words  said  of  our  address  as  Grand 
Commander,  we  are  deeply  grateful ;  every  word  there  expressed  came  from 
the  heart,  and  the  sentiments  uttered  will  continue  unchanged  whilst  life  shall 
last.  The  Epidemic  of  1878,  with  all  its  dread  surroundings,  its  scenes  of 
woe,  distress  and  death,  has  already  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  which  we 
strive  to  put  away  from  our  minds  or  to  remember  only  as  a  bad  dream  ;  but 
it  is  a  gratification  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  all  the  references  made  to  it,  and 
there  is  scarcely  a  volume  of  proceedings  in  which  it  is  not  spoken  of  at  length, 
but  one  solitary  expression  has  been  used  which  could  cause  the  blush  of  shame, 
indignation  rather  at  being  so  misjudged,  to  mantle  the  cheek  of  any  true- 
hearted  man.  That  expression  even  is  implied  rather  than  expressed,  and 
arises  from  the  eoupUng^  inadvertently  we  hope  and  trust,  of  a  criticism  upon 
one  of  Sir  DeLap's  sharp  comments  with  a  reference  to  the  call  for  relief,  made 
by  us  as  Grand  Commander;  a  call  which  only  the  direct  distress  could  have 
prompted,  and  which  was  made  midst  scenes  of  death  and  suffering,  almost 
nnparalled,  and  from  a  repitition  of  which,  it  is  our  prayer,  most  earnest  and 
fervent,  that  all  and  every  section  of  our  country  may  be  preserved.  However 
much  rotation  in  office  may  be  condemned  in  other  Jurisdictions,  theory  being 
that  length  of  service  brings  experience  and  greater  fitness  for  the  discharge  of 
duty,  this  is  our  first,  last  and  onliest  report.  If  a  word  has  been  said  which 
could  give  offense  to  any,  assurance  is  freely  given  that  it  was  not  so  intended. 
If  any  of  the  Corps  think  proper,  figuratively,  to  go  for  us — why  all  right- 
We  will  be  in  the  condition  of  the  big  man  who,  on  being  reproved  for  allowing 
his  little  wife  to  beat  him,  quietly  responded,  that  it  amused  A«r'and  did  not 
hurt  him.  In  other  words,  we  don't  know  anything  about  it ;  for,  as  a  general 
rule,  only  Grand  Commanders,  Recorders  and  Mutuals  see  the  proceedings, 
and  of  these  positions  we  hold  ^^Past  Rank''  on  the  first  and  last,  and 
wouldn't  (and  couldn't)  have  the  intermediate.  Therefore,  the  report  is 
Bubcrittcd  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  in  the  hope  that  verdict  may  be: 

"  It  is  good  enough  what  there  is  of  it ;  and  there  is  enough  of  it  such 
as  it  is." 

Rather  than  that  our  Grand  Commandery  may  follow  precedent  set  by  a 
Sister  Jurisdiction,  and  like  them  adopt  the  following,  without  any  preamble : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  instructed  to 
make  no  further  report  upon  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Commanderies 
until  further  instructions  from  the  Grand  Commandery." 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  G.  PAXTON,  P.  G.  C, 

Chairman. 
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RETURNS  OF 


SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES. 

For  the  Year  Endingr  Deoember  a7»  1870. 

(including  officers  for  1880.) 


Mississippi  Oommandery,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  held  on  the  2d  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1880. 


J.  A.  Webb E.  C. 

Harris  Barksdale Cen'o. 

James  Shelton C.  G. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  c Prelate. 

M.  F.  Ash,  p.  E.  c 8.  W. 

John  McGill J.  W. 


Geo.  8.  Green,  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

Oliver  Clifton,  p.  e.  c,  p.  o.  c... Recorder. 

Wm.  B.  Taylor St.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Cain Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Smylie Warder. 

John  Nelson,  p.  £.  c Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders— Thomes  Palmer,  John  T.  Buck,  R.  L.  Saun- 
ders, H.  M.  Taylor. 

Members— Robert  Bradley,  W.  J.  Brown,  8r.,  W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Came- 
ron, Jno.  H.  Echols,  John  A.  Galbreath,  Sr.,  John  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  W.  H. 
Gibbs.  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  N.  Greener,  James  A.  Hoskins,  Wells  C.  Harrell,  J.  S. 
Hamilton,  Wirt  Johnston,  David  Johnson,  R.  F.  McGill,  James  M.  McKee,  C. 
Johnson,  John  Mumford,  C.  A.  Rice — Total  36. 

Obdkbs  Confebred — John  McGill,  John  M.  Smylie,  W.  H.  Gibbs,  James 
M.  McKee,  James  A.  Hoskins.  John  Mumford,  James  Shelton. 

Affiliated— William  B.  Tavlor,  Wells  C.  Harrell. 

Reinstated — John  H.  Echols,  C.  A.  Rice. 

Died— R.  D.  Hardy,  June  2,  1879. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $81  00 


Magnolia  Oommandery,  No.  2— Vicksburq,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


Frederic  Speed E.  C. 

G.  G.  Manlove Gen'o. 

L.A.  Campbell C.  G. 

E.  T.  Henry,  p.  o.  c, Prelate. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  P.  E.  c,  p.  o.  c.,...S.  W. 
Wm.  French,  p.  E.  c, J.  W. 


H.  W.  Bowen, Treasurer. 

Jno.  W.  Powell,  P.  e.  c, Recorder. 

Jas.  H.  Beresford St.  Bearer. 

Wm.  M.  Vosburg Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  E.  Thomas Warder. 

Wm.  Murray Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander — T.  G.  Birchett. 
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Members— D.  H.  Alverson,  F.  M.  Andrews,  M.  T.  Anderson,  G.  W.  Bookout, 
Jag.  W.  Beaty,  Wm.  Chamberlain,  8.  H.  Childress,  E.  C.  Carroll.  Sims  Coate, 
T.  J.  Catchings,  H.  Denio,  F.  M.  Featherston,  C.  C.  Floweree,  E.  C.  Grant.  Jas. 
W.  Gray,  T.  J.  Harper,  J.  L.  Hebron,  J.  T.  Heard,  I.  Hardy,  W.  S.  Harris,  H. 
V.  Horton,  W.  G.  Jones,  E.  P.  Jones,  Jas.  H.  King,  G.  M.  Klein,  W.  W.  Lord. 
W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  J.  D.  Miles,  D.  B.  Nailer,  H.  E.  O^Reilly,  M.  R.  Payne,  W. 
8.  Patton,  p.  o.  c,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Charles  Pare,  Geo.  H.  Rigby,  Thomas 
Rigby,  Wm.  Richards,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Geo.  H.  Smith,  W.  J.  Smith,  J.  T. 
Taylor,  T.  J.  White,  W.  D.  Wilson— Total  56. 

Orders  Conferred — L.  A.  Campbell. 

Affiliated— W.  G.  Jones,  T.  J.  Catchings,  J.  T.  Taylor,  E.  T.  Henry. 

DiMITTED — J.  W.  Ellis. 

Died— W.  H.  Andrews,  March  18,  1879  ;  H.  Wilkerson,  July  7,  1879. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — T.  P.  Crutcher,  T.  J.  Finney,  J. 
H.  Gunning.  J.  W.  M.  Harris,  p.  e.  c,  B.  G.  Humphreys,  G.  W.  Jones,  M.  C. 
Klein,  F.  S.  Lawrence,  L.  C.  Moore,  p.  e.  c,  E.  J.  McGarr,  W.  V.  McCray,  W. 
B.  Pittman,  Jno.  A.  Peale,  A.  G.  Russell,  J.  O.  Stevens,  Wm.  Stanton,  Amos 
Tappan,  J.  D.  Tinney,  E/W.  Wall  in. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $61  00 


Lexingrton  Commandery,  No.  3— Lexington,  "Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


Jas.  T.  Meade,  p.  e.  c, E.  C. 

J.  J.  Baker Gen'o. 

F.  C.  Mercer,  p.  g.  c, C.  G. 

L.  C.  Abbott Prelate. 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  e.  c, 8.  W. 

0.  Oltenburg,  p.  e.  c, J.  W. 


R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

W.  F.  Stigler Recorder. 

T.  S.  Wright St.  Bearer. 

D.  Mitchell Sw.  Bearer 

J.  C.  Birkhead,  p.  E.  c, Warder. 

R.  M.  Murphy Sentinel. 


Members— D.  H.  Allen,  John  Belford,  J.  D.  Dabney,  H.  P.  Davis,  M.  L. 
Harman,  R.  H.  Montgomery.  C.  T.  Murphy,  B.  H.  McGee,  Jno.  Shackleford. 
—Total  21. 

Orders  Conferred — John  Belford. 

Affiliated — L.  C.  Abbott. 

DiMITTED -B.  T.  Saver,  J.  T.  West. 

Died— J.  W.  Grace,'Dec.  29,  1879. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues— W.  F.  Cole,  W.  L.  McLean,  N.  E. 
Whitehead,  J.  R.  Heflin,  K.  Harrington,  J.  M.  Lowry,  W.  H.  Lyon,  J.  W. 
Mitchell,  W.  M.  McGehee,  J.  D.  Newsom,  W.  H.  Thompson,  S.  W.  Weems,  H. 
J.  Reid.                                                                                         ' 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $26  00 


HoUy  Springrs  Commandery,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,  Marshall 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Monday  of  each  month. 

Officers  fob  1880. 

J.  T.  Whitehead,  p.  e.  c, E.  C.  I  J.  R.  Denty Treasurer. 

J.  R.  McCarroll Gen'o.  |  L.  B.  Mosby Recorder. 

J.  B.  Jolinson 0.  G.  I  Robert  McGowan St.  Bearer. 

R.  P.  Bowcn Prelate.  |  T.  L.  Bennett Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  H.  Gregg S.  W.  I  R.  S.  StitL Warder. 

J.  G.  Lepch .J.  W,  I  R.  B.  Miller Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commander— J.  T.  Fant. 
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Mebibers— J.  M.  Brooks,  P.  J.  Eckles,  W.  8.  Featherston,  Frank  Ferrill, 
J.  W.  Lowrance,  B.  D.  Matthews,  T.  J.  Malone,  J.  M.  McDonald,  W.  H. 
Newell,  T.  B.  Parker,  H.  B.  Whitehead,  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  A.  Q.  Withers.  J.  L. 
Wilson— Total  27. 

Ordebs  Conferred— R.  P.  Bowen,  T.  L.  Bennett,  J.  B.  Denty,  J.  Q. 
Leach,  R.  8.  8Uth,  J.  L.  Wilson. 

DiMrrrEi>— J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c,  R.  N.  Lawrence. 

Died— J.  F.  Butler,  Oct.  22,  1879;  P.  A.  Willis,  Jan.  17,  1879. 

Suspended  fob  Non-payment  op  Dues— W.  J.  Falkner,  J.  8.  Jones,  B.  M. 
Lee,  A.  B.  McCroskey,  R.  E.  Taylor,  G.  Wiley  Wells. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $60  00 


Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  6 — Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  First  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


C.  T.  Chamberlain E.  C. 

Jno.  A.  Dicks Gen'o. 

A.  H:  Foster C.  G. 

R.  8.  Woodward Prelate. 

S.  McDowell 8.  W. 

F.  K.  Winchester J.  W. 


R.  8.  Dixon Treasurer. 

Jno.  R.  Bledsoe Recorder. 

C.  A.  Weinert St.  Bearer. 

A.  Bahin 8w.  Bearer. 

P.  Neihysel Warder. 

J.  Peebles Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  o.  c,  W.  H.  Watkins, 
Henry  Clarke,  Wm.  H.  Stewart,  W.  G.  Benbrook. 

Members— T.  Jeff.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  L.  S.  Cornwell,  A. 
V.  Davis,  Geo.  J.  Dicks,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Douglas,  F.  F.  Fowler,  C.  F. 
Farrar,  Thos.  Grafton,  E.  J.  Guice,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  Jas.  Hardie.  G.  St.  C. 
Hussey,  Jos.  Hahn,  C.  8.  Kinney,  Geo.  W.  Koontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  F.  Learned, 
E.  A.  Lawrence,  8.  A.Mason,  T.  Quit.  Munce,  O.  S.  Miles,  Wm.  Noonan,  H.  C. 
Norman,  G.  B.  Kocca,  Sax.  H.  Shaw,  C.  T.  Schwartz,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  A.  R. 
Tyler,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  Chas.  C.  Walden,  W.  L.  Wells,  W.  Weir,  E.  L. 
Whitney,  John  S.  Holt— Total  55. 

Affiliated — L.  8.  Cornwell. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $55  00 


St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OrncEKS  FOB  1880. 


H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  E.  c, E.  C. 

J.  B.  Pate Gen^o. 

8.  B.Brown C.  G. 

T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  b.  c, Prelate. 

W.  C.  Shackelford S.  W. 

H.  Gibbon,  p.  b.  c, J.  W. 


H.  E.  Wagner,  p.  e.  c, Treasurer. 

J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c, Recorder. 

Joel  Croom St.  Bearer. 

F.  W.  Weatherly Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  H.  Biles Warder. 

W.  F.  Palmore Sentinel. 


Members— J.  M.  Boon,  J.  F.  Duff,  D.  T.  Fry,  H.  C.  Goode,  A.  L.  Guntharp, 
J.  B.  Hudspeth,  John  Kirby,  C.  Montgomery.  W.  P.  Painter,  H.  Ray,  E.  W. 
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Smith,  S.  M.ThameB,  D.  R.  Wagner,  M.  D.  Wilson,  L.  E.  Wilson,  H.  White,  P. 
D.  Woods,  J.  F.  White— Total  30. 

Orders  Conferred— J.  F.  Duff,  F.  W.  Weatherlj. 

Affiliated — J.  K.  Fnlson,  p.  b.  c.  o.  c. 

Reinstated— Harry  Gibbon. 

DiMiTTED — J.  H.  Wilson. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $42  00 


Winona   Gommandery,  No.  7 — Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


H.  P.Turner E.  C. 

F.  Hawkins,  8r., Gen*o. 

T.  H.  Walker C.  G. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate. 

C.  H.  Campbell S.  W. 

C.  S.  Johnson J.  W. 


W.  W.  Marshall Treasurer. 

G.  A.  Spivey Recorder.. 

D.  L.  Sweatman St.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Ellis Sw.  Bearer. 

Frank  Hawkins,  Jr., Warder. 

John  Killingsworth Sentinel^ 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — J.  A.  Ajjplewhite,  C.  M.  Erwin,  o.  c. 
Members — C.  M.  Atkinson,  A.  M.  Barrington,  L.  Bailey,  W.  H.  Bailey,  J» 
R.  Binford,  V.  C.  Butt,  Wm.  Cothran,  S.  N.  Ely,  W.  H.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Lay^ 

C.  Y.  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  R.  D.  Palmer,  F.  M.  Shryock,  8.  R.  Sproles,  D. 

D.  Wilkins— Total  30. 

Orders  Conferred — J.  M.  Ellis,  Frank  Hawkins,  Jr.,  C.  8.  Johnson,  J.  T. 
Lay. 

Dimitted— J.  A.  Matthews. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $50  OO 


DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Fourth  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


C.  L.  Lincoln E.  C. 

W.  A.  Moore Gen'o. 

J.  8.  Billups C.  G. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  E.  o.  c, Prelate. 

8.  C.  Munger 8.  W. 

E.  T.  Sykes J.  W. 


D.  D.  L.  Quinn Treasurer. 

J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

E.  F.  Kemp 8t.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  Martin Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  M.  Teasdale Warder. 

W.  E.  Rodwell Sentinel. 


Past  Eminent  Commander — B.  A.  Vauj^han. 

Members— A.  H.  Barkley,  G.  A.  Evans,  N.  M.  Gooch,  R.  F.  Hudson,  J.  H. 
Lawrence,  J.  E.  Leigh,  H.  C.  Long,  C.  M.  Ottlev,  H.  Osborne,  J.  W.  Soady, 
Thos.  Tracey,  L.  M.  Tucker,  C.  R.  Tucker— Total  26. 

Dimitted — L.  L.  Goodrich,  John  Gilmer  (since  deceased),  J.  P.  Krecker,  J. 
B.  Linn,  R.  F.  Matthews. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $26  00 
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Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regul  ir  Conclavee,  Fourth  Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


J.  W.  Buchanan E.  C. 

A.  H.  French Gen»o. 

C.  C.  Ro88 C.  G. 

E.  B.  Brannin Prelate. 

R.  C.  Cunningkam S.  W. 

W.  E.  Howard J.  W. 


W.  M.  Buchanan Treaeurer 

John  P.  Porter Recorder. 

J.  A.  Moofier St.  Bearer. 

C.  B.  Hood Sw.  Bearer. 

Jno.  S.Cobb,  Jr., Warder. 

J.  R.  Johnson Sentinel 


Past  Eminent  Commanders — John  S.  Cain,  J.  R.  Mcintosh,  W.  A.  Boden- 
hamer,  A.  Babbitt,  £.  M.  Walker. 

Members— S.  H.  Berge,  J.  W.  Bowen,  Frank  Burkitt,  W.  B.  Barker,  Thomas 
E.  Cannon,  W.  H.  Gilmore,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  H.  W.  Hunter,  John  McCarley, 
A.  J.  Moore,  H.  C.  Mendenhall,  A.  J.  McWilliams,  George  Murphy,  R.  G. 
Pearson,  C.  N.  Simpson,  E.  L.  Sykes,  S.  T.  Sykes,  J.  M.  Trice,  Z .  T.Trice,  B.  8. 
Trice,  T.  W.  Williams,  H.  W.  Waldrop— Total  39. 

Orders  Conferrei>— W.  B.  Barker,  John  S.  Cobb,  jr.,  C.  B.  Hood,  R.  G. 
Pearson. 

Reinstated— C.  N.  Simpson. 

Dim ITTEED — A.  Landrum,  M.  H.  Mabry. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues— J.  A.  Bell. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $60  00 


Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11 — Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Second^Friday  night  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


M.  A.  Clark E.  C. 

J.  H.  Alexander Gen*o. 

David  Carr C.  G. 

Jo.  M.  Thompson Prelate. 

D.  L.  Smythe S.  W. 

John  M.  Lewis,  p.  E.  c J.  W. 


John  B.  Davis Treasurer. 

Wm.  V.  Davis,  p.  e.  c Recorder. 

A.  G.  Noah,  p.  E.  c St.  Bearer. 

W.  W.  Baccus Sw.  Bearer. 

Louis  Glazier Warder 

J.  F.  Short Sentinel* 


Past  Eminent  Commander — S.  C.  Conley. 

Members — William  Allen,  John  C.  Ashley,  James  G.  Carlisle,  J.  S.  Comfort, 
F.  M.  Glass,  John  P.  Irving,  John  C.  Lucas,  B.  B.  Lindsey,  James  Me^,  A. 
W.  Mitchell,  John  Riley,  James  G.  Riley,  James  D.  Rimmer.  S.  P.  Rimmer, 
Isaac  W.  Scarborough,  M.  W.  Stephenson,  James  G.  Sallis,  E.  F.  Shuler,  James 
N.  Taylor,  L.  S.  Terry— Total  33. 
Dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery $33  00 


Canton  Commandery,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month. 
Officers  for  1880. 


Wm.  Priestly E.  C. 

A.  M.  Gurley Gen*o. 

W.  C.  Day C.  G. 

Thomas  A.  Phillips Prelate. 

J.  M.Mills S.  W. 

J.  W.  Yeargain,  p.  e.  c J.  W. 


D.  B.  Harris Treasurer. 

John  T.  Cameron Recorder. 

John  Hart St.  Bearer. 

A.  J.  Guice Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  Olsen Warder. 

J.  H.  Lockett, Sentinel. 
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Members— S.  A.  Arnold)  W.  D.  Ferris,  N.  K.  Gross,  James  Newbaker,  J.  J. 
Richards,  Q.  W.  Thompson— 18. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00 


CcBur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13 — Port  Gibson,  Claiborne 

County. 

Kegular  Conclaves,  First  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


John  H.  Gordon E.  C. 

Frank  H.  Foote Gen'o. 

Wm.  Brown,  Jr C.  C. 

John  A.  B.  Jones Prelate. 

N.  S.  Walker,  p.  e.  c 8.  W. 

Wm.  E.  Foote J.  W. 


John  G.  Jones Treasurer. 

Wm.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Wm.  F.  Burnet St.  Bearer. 

Samuel  M.  Briscoe Sw.  Bearer. 

Abram  K.  Burnet Warder. 

Charles  Hofer Sentinel. 


Members — J.  W.  Andrews,  Jas.  C.  Bertron,  Wm.  B.  Lewis,  E.  H.  Mounger, 
John  V.  McPherson,  R.  A.  Owen,  E.  F.  Price,  Stephen  Thrasher,  A.  Sager — 
Total  21. 

Orders  Conferred — Charles  Hofer,  W.  F.  Burnet,  S.  M.  Briscoe. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $36  00 


Grenada  Commandery,  No.  J.5— Grenada,  Grenada  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  First  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officers  for  1880. 


G.  Y.  Freeman E.  C. 

i\  A.  Pardue Gen»o. 

J.  J.  Slack C.  G. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  e.  c Prelate. 

R.  P.  Lake S.  W. 

L.  R.Turner J.  W. 


John  George Treasurer. 

J.  L.  Collins Recorder. 

R.  N.  Owens St.  Bearer. 

B.  F.  Thomas Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  Highgate Warder. 

Wm.  McSwine Sentinel. 


Members— W.  C.  Chamberlin,  S.  H.  Green,  J.  H.  Howie,  R.  A.  Armistead 
Total  16. 

Orders  Conferred — None. 

DiMiTTED— None. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $16  00 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

SIR   R.   D.  HARDY, 

MlBSiBBippi  Commandery  No.  1. 
June  3d.  1879. 


SIR  ^A^.   H.    ANDREWS, 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2, 
March  J3fh.  1819. 


SIR    H.   ^A^ILKERSON, 

Magnolia  Commandery,    No.  2, 

duty  7th.  1879. 


AT   ^EST. 
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SIR  J.  W.  GRACE, 

LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3, 


SIR  J.  F.  BUTLER, 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  Ko.  4. 


OCTOBER   2aih,   1379. 


SIR  p.  A.  V^ILLIS, 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4. 


JANU^^RV  i7tti,  laso. 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

1 1 SIE  BEHJAUIH  3.  KICSAHSSOl 

PAST  GBAND  COUUANDEE  OF  THE  {IBA^B  COU- 

HANDEB7  Q?  TEZAS,  AUD  JITKIOE  QEAND 

WARDEN  OF  THE  GEAKD  EKGAMF^ 

liEHT  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

DIED  FEBRUAKY  11,  1880. 


ummi  uj  j^hUttu  llI  i  u  Ui  urmaaii  i  fivirtn 


A  ZEALOUS  FREEMASON— A  TRUE  AND 
COURTEOUS  KNIGHT. 


^'y^.'„:;,;^Lu:ii;illlln^ 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 

R.\  E/.  SIR  ISRAEL  M.  RULLOCK, 

QEAKD  COMUAIIDEE  OF  THE  QEANP  COHHAKD^ 
EEY  OF  CONHSCTICUT, 

AND  &EAND  EEFEESEHTATIVE  OF  THE  GSAKD 
COMlfAHDEEY  OF  KIS3IS3IFFI. 

Died  October  2Jst  1879,  Aged  35  Years. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama Peleo  Brown Mobile, 

Arkansas Wm.  H.  Howes Forest  City, 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell ...Nevada. 

Colorada David  C.  Collier Central. 

Connecticut ■§■■■■■■■■■■ 

Georgia Samuel  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois James  Hawley Dix&rtj  Lee  county. 

Indiana Charles  Cruft Terre  Haute, 

Iowa John  C.  Parish Des  Moines, 

Kansas John  M.  Price Atchison, 

Kentucky William  Alva  Warner LouisvUie, 

Louisiana Jos.  IL  DeGrange New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Drummond Portland. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island... Nicholas  VanSlyck Providence. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adreon Baltimore, 

Minnesota B.  H.  Langley WinoTia. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Prall St.  Louis, 

New  Hampshire John  A.Harris • Concord, 

New  Jersey John  Wolverton Trenton. 

New  York George  Babcock Troy. 

Nebraska .Alfred  G.  Hastings Lincoln, 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Buechner Youngstown, 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbury Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Morton  B.Howell Nashville, 

Texas Geo.  R.  Fearn Dallas. 

Vermont Russell  8.  Taft Burlington. 

W^est  Virginia Mason  W.  Burt Wheding. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Miltcaukee, 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 

Alabama P.  M.  Savery Baldwyn. 

Arkansas T.  G.   Birchett Vichsburg, 

California John  K.  Fulson Wajter  Valley. 

Colorado Frederic  Speed Vicksburg. 

Connecticut C.  Johnson Jackson, 

(xeorgia John  A.  Galbreath Union  Church, 

Illinois William  G.   Benbrook Martin. 

Indiana J.  R.   McIntosh Okolona, 

Iowa William   French Vicksburg, 

Kansas bhibbbhhbhhbhi 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson, 

Louisiana , E.  Geo.  DeLap * Natchez. 

Maine Frank  Burkitt Okolona. 

Maryland James  T.   Whitehead Holly  Spiings, 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island, ..Robert  B.  Brannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota W.  G.  Paxton.. Vicksburg. 

Mi«.souri Fleet  C.  Mercer Lexington. 

Nebraska Jas.  T.  Fant Hdly  Springs, 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus, 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.   Stewart Natchez. 

New  York Grs.  J.  Bahin Natchez, 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Erwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania J.  S.  Cain Okolona. 

Tennessee R.  L.  Saunders Jackson, 

Texas Oliver  Clibtton Jackson, 

Vermont J.  L.  Power Jackscni. 

West  Virginia N.  S.Walker Port  Gibson. 

W^isconsin John  A.Dicks Natchez, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GRAND  BEGOBDBRS  AND  THBIR  ADDRESS. 


Alabama Daniel  Sayrb Montgomery. 

Arkansas 1 JoHH  W.  RisoN LMe  Bock. 

California Thos.  H.  Casmtell San  Francwco. 

Canada John  Moore Ottawa. 

Colorado Edward  C.  Parmelee Georgetown. 

Connecticut John  W.  Stbdman Norwich, 

Georgia Andrew  M.  Wolihin Albany. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Brakwell Indianapolis, 

Iowa William  B.  Lanoridoe Muscatine. 

Kansas John  H.  Brown. Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninqer Covington. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert New  OrUan$y  box  872. 

Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

Maryland Chas.  T.  Cisco Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  Rhode  Island. ..Alfred  F.  Chapman Bo^on. 

Michigan William  P.   Innes Grand  Bapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  P1ER30N Saint  Ihul. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackmn. 

Missouri Wm.  II.  Mayo St  Ijouis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey George  B.  Edwards Jersey  City. 

New  York Robert  Macoy New  York. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Charles  Eugene  yiE.Y^^... Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Robert  Brewster Houston. 

Vermont George  W.  Wing Mmipelier. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Bichmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.  Irvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Chas.  P.  Utley Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment  U.  8...Theo.  Sutton  Parvin Iovxl  CUy. 
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Grand  Officers,  i88o--'81. 


Wm.  G.  Benbrook, Martin^    .     ..R.*.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander. 

Wm.  French, Vicksburg, V. •.  E.\  Dep.  G.  Commander. 

J.  T.  Whitehead, Hollv  Springs^ Grand  Generalissimo. 

C.  Lee  Lincoln,,   . .. .  ^Colutnbas, Grand  Captain   Gen 

W.  K.  Douglas,  D.  D.,  . .  Dfy  Grave, Grand  Prelate. 

N.  S.  Walker, Port  Gibson, Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  Power,    ....    Jackson, Grand  Recorder. 

W.  P,  TowLER, Grenada^    Grand  Senior  Warden 

J  AS.  T.  Meade, Tchula^    ...  Grand  Junior  Warden 

G.  J.  Bahin, Natchez,   Grand  Stan'd  Bearer. 

H.  M.   Romberger,  ....  Water  Valley, Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

J.  H.  Gordon, Port  Gibson, Grand  Warder. 

Jas.  N.  Taylor, Kosciusko, Grand  Capt.  of  G*rd. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Templar  Law. — W.  G.  Paxtori,  Vicksburg;    G.  Y.  Freeman,  (Gre- 
nada; Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg. 

Foreign  Correspondence. — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Chairman,  Natchez; 
Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Winona;    Frank  Burkitt,  Okolona. 


THE    next    grand    CONCLAVE 

Will  assemble  at  Kosciusko  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1881, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OP  THE 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


OP  THE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


HELD   AT 


KOSCIUSKO.  APRIL  20.  21  AND  22.  1881. 


JACKSON,  MISS.: 

THE  CLARION  STEAM  PUBLISHING  HOUSi^ 


1881. 
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The  Twenty-Second  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Holly  Springs  on  the 
third  WedneBday  in  April,  188^  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
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Grand  Commandery 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


THE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  the  State 
OF  Mississippi,  commenced  its  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave 
in  the  Asylum  of  Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  ii,  at  Kosci- 
usko, on  Wednesday,  the  20th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1881,  A.  O.,  763, 
at  10:30  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Captain- 
General,  when  the  Grand  Officers  were  officially  received  and  escorted 
to  their  several  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  and 
Representatives  were 

PRESENT: 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  William  French V.  E.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  L.  B.  MosBY E.  Grand  Generalissimo,  p.  t. 

Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan E.  Grand  Captain  General,  p.  I. 

Sir  J.  H.  Alexander Rev.  Grand  Prelate,  p.  L 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power E.  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  David  Carr E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  p.  <. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberoer E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  J.  H.  Gordon E.  Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Jas.  N.  Taylor E.  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 
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4  PifoCEEDINOS  OP  THE 

The  Grand  Officers  absent  being:  Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  Grand  Gen- 
eralssimo;  Sir  C.  Lee  Lincoln,  Grand  Captain-General;  Rev.  Sir 
W.  K.  Douglas,  Grand  Prelate ;  Sir  G.  J.  Bahin,  Grand  Standard 
Bearer;  whose  several  stations  were  filled  as  above,  by  appointment  of 
the  R.-.  E.\  Grand  Commander. 

The  following  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Commanders  not 
representing  Commanderies,  and  Representatives  of  Commanderies, 
were  also  present : 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

B.'.  E.*.  Sir  Fleet  C.  Mercer Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.'.  E.-.  Sir  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Oliver  Clifton Past  Grand  Commander. 

PAST  EMINENT  COMMANDERS. 

Sir  Geo.  S.  Green Mississippi,  No.  1. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Mississippi,  No.  1. 

Sir  John  A.  Webb Mississippi,  No.  1. 

Sir  William  French Magnolia,  No.  2. 

Sir  T.  W.  Whitsey St.  Cyr,  No.  6. 

Sir  J.  M.  Thompson....- Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  David  Carr Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  W.V.Davis Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  M.  A.  Clark Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  A.  G.  Noah Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  S.  C.  CoNLY Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

Sir  D.  L.  Smythe Kosciusko,  No.  11. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

3fiit8is9ippi,  iVb.  1 — 

James  Shei^ton,  E.  C. 
MagnolUtf  No.  2 — 

Jas.  W.  Gray,  E.  C. 
Lexingtoiiy  Xo.  3 — 

L.  C.  Abbott,  E.  C. 

R.  II.  Montgomery,  C.  G. 

HoUy  Springs^  No.  4 — 

L.  B.  MosBY,  E.  C. 
Rosalie  J  No.  5 — 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  E.  C. 
St.  Cyr,  No.  6— 

II.  M.  Rom  BERG  ER,  E.  C. 
Winona^  No.  7 — 

(Represented  Second  Day.) 
J)e  Molay,  No.  8— 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  E.  C. 
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Grand  Commander y  of  Mississippi.  5 

Ivanhoe^  iVo.  10 — 

(Not  Represented.) 
Kotchuko,  No.  11 — 

J.  M.  Lewis,  E.  C. 

J.  B.  Davis,  Gen'o. 

J.  N.  Taylor,  C.  G. 

Canton,  No.  12— 

Wm.  PRifeSTLEY,  E.  C. 
CoBur  de  Lion^  No.  13 — 

N.  S.  Walker,  E.  C. 

Jno.  H.  Gordon,  P.  E.  C,  proxy  for  Gen'o. 

Grenada^  No.  16— 

W.  P.  TowLER,  P.  E.  C,  and  proxy  for  Gen'o. 

Also  present,  the   duly  accredited   Representatives  of  the   Grand 

Commanderies  of 

California Sir  John  K.  Fulson. 

Illinois Sir  Wm.   G.  Benbrook. 

Iowa Sir  William  French. 

Missouri Sir  Fleet  C.  Mercer. 

Texas Sir  Oliver  Clifton. 

Vermont Sir  J.  L.  Power. 

West  Virginia Sir  N.  S.Walker. 

Also,  in  attendance,  the  Sir  Knights  generally  of  Kosciusko  Com- 
mandery,  No.  ii,  and  Sir  N.  Greener,  of  Mississippi  Commandery, 
No.  I. 

DEVOTIONAL  EXEBOISEa 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  been  opened  in  Ample  and 
Knightly  Form,  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  Methodist  Church, 
where  the  Offices  of  Devotion,  prepared  for  such  occasions,  were  ob- 
served in  a  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  Rev.  Sir  J.  H.  Alexander, 
acting  Grand  Prelate,  conducting  the  service,  and  the  sacred  music 
accompanying  same  being  executed  by  a  select  choir  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  Kosciusko. 

PA&ADE. 

After  the  exercises  at  church,  the  Grand  Commandery  marched 
around  the  court-house  square,  and  on  arriving  at  Asylum,  adjourned 
until  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The    Grand    Commandery  resumed   labor  at  3  o'clock,  p.  m.     The 
R.-.  E. '.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 
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6  Proceedings  of  the 

STANDnra  oommitteeb. 

Credentials--\..  C.  Abbott,  John  A.  Webb,  J.  W.  Gray. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers — B.  A.  Vaughan,  James  Shelton,  S.  C. 
Conly. 

Appeals—],  M.  Lewis,  N.  S.  Walker,  R.  H.  Montgomery. 

Templar  Law — Oliver  Clifton,  John  K.  Fulson,  F.  C.  Mercer. 

Finance—],  H.  Gordon,  Geo.  S.  Green,  Jas.  T.  Meade. 

Unfinished  Business— I..  B.  Mosby,  T.  W.  Whitsey,  Wm.  Priestley. 

The  R.  *.  E.  *.  Grand  Commander  stated,  unless  objection  was  made, 
the  Regulation  requiring  full  uniform  in  Asylum  during  Grand  Con- 
clave, would  be  suspended  on  account  of  warm  weather. 

Sir  J.  N.  I'aylor,  elected  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  *at  last  Grand 
Conclave,  and  not  being  present  for  installation,  was  then  duly  in- 
stalled into  office,  and  repaired  to  his  station. 

The  Credential  Committee  submitted  a  report  of  all  Sir  Knights  en- 
titled to  seats  in  this  Grand  Conclave  (as  heretofore  given)  and  the    . 
Report  was  received  and  Committee  continued. 

The  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  then  de- 
livered his  Annual  Address. 

Grand  Commander's  Address, 

Eminent  Sir  Knights : 

Through  the  infinite  mercy  of  God  we  are  again  permitted  to  as- 
semble in  Annual  Conclave.  Another  year,  freighted  with  the  joys 
and  sorrows,  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  realizations  and  disappoint- 
ments incident  to  this  life  has  passed  into  eternity,  and  we  are  here 
to-day  to  take  such  action  and  perform  such  duties  as  will  most  tend 
to  the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the  Order  in  our  State.  It  be- 
comes our  first  duty,  and  should  be  our  greatest  delight,  to  render  to 
the  FatheTr  of  Mercies  our  grateful  and  fervent  thanks  for  the  kind 
care  and  fatherly  protection  that  have  been  over  and  about  us  during 
our  past  lives,  and  to  implore  His  continued  protection  and  guidance 
v,  for  the  time  to  come^/I  do  not  consider  an  exhortation  to  the  mem-  | 
bers  of  our  Order,  in  the  interests  of  a  higher  morality,  and  more 
purity  of  life  among  them,  as  inappropriate  or  out  of  place  at  any 
time,  and  especially  on  these  occasions..  The  human  heart  is  prone 
to  evil,  and  amid  the  temptations  to  excess  and  over-indulgence 
which  are  the  usual  accompaniments  of  these  annual  reunions,  it 
will  be  well  for  each  and  all  of  us  so  to  regulate  our  appetites  and 
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conduct  that  the  world,  ever  ready  to  judge  the  merits  of  our  Order\ 
by  the  faults  of  its  members,  find  no  evidence  in  us  upon  which  to  ^ 
condemn  ours.     The  tendency  of  modern  Knighthood  is  to  banquets,    ^^ 
parades  and  big  shows,  as  that  of  the  ancient  was  to  war,  bloodshed     \ 
and  chivalry.     In  neither  is  there  apparent  any  striking  indication  ot     | 
the  pure  morality,  correct  deportment,  brotherly  love  and  charity  that 
are  so  inseparably  connected  with  the  religion  of  Christ,  upon  which, 
as  a  foundation,  our  Order  claims  to  rest.     You  can  imagine  no  occa- 
sion of  general  import,  and  on  which  it  is  expected  the  general  pub- 
lic will  attend,  that  some  members  of  our  Order  are  not  in  favor  of 
applying  for  a  dispensation  to  parade  and  make  a  show  of  themselves 
and  their  good  clothes.     This  would  be  all   right  and  very  proper  if 
our  Order  was  simply  a  fancy  military  organization,    remarkable  only 
for  its  fine  uniforms  and  the  facility  with  which  its  members  get  their 
swords  entangled  between  their  legs  and  hack   each  other  in  their 
efforts  to  give  the  required   cuts ;  but  such  is  not  the  case.     On  the 
contrary,  the  mission  we  have  undertaken  to  perform  is  the  elevation 
and  spiritual  advancement  of  the  human   race,  in  conjunction  with, 
and  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  church  of  Christ.    Such,  at  least,  is  indicated 
in  the  ritual  and  ceremonies  of  the  Order.     If  these  mean  nothing, 
and  our  claim  to  the  Christian  virtues  as  our  foundation  is  a  fraud, 
then  the  sooner  we  dispense  with  both  and  adopt  the  namey  as  we  pos- 
sess the  other  requisites  of  a  fancy  military  organization,  the  sooner  we 
will  be  relieved  from  the  appearance  of  hypocrisy  and  double  dealing. 
Happily  the  scarcity  of  our  members,  coupled  with  our  poverty,  has  a 
tendency  to  check  in  our  jurisdiction  the  fashionable  desire  to  parade  , 
in  uniform  on  every  and  all  occasions. 

My  official  acts  have  been  few  and  of  slight  importance.  Peace 
and  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  borders ;  and  if  we  have  not  in- 
creased numerically  during  the  past  year,  we  have  lost  nothing.  The 
year  just  closed  bade  fair  at  its  opening  and  until  its  close,  to  be  one 
of  more  than  usual  prosperity  in  our  section  of  the  country,  but  God 
in  His  wise  providence,  and  no  doubt  for  some  benignant  purpose  of 
His  own,  permitted  the  elements  to  blast  the  hopes  of  the  husband- 
man, and  the  year  closed  in  sorrow  and  disappointment.  These  facts, 
as  a  natural  consequence,  reacted  unfavorably  on  the  increase  of  our 
Order,  and  will  no  doubt  have  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  financial 
condition  of  both  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies.  But 
we  should  not  complain.  God  has  been  better  to  us  than  we  have  de- 
served, and  in  His  goodness  He  may  make  good  to  us  in  the  present 
year  the  losses  and  disappointments  of  the  last,  if  we  are  zealous  and 
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faithful  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties  as  citizens  and  as  soldiers  of  the 
Cross.  A  disposition  to  repine  at  the  dispensation  of  Providence 
which  thwarted  our  hopes  for  an  abundant  harvest  would  receive  a  fit- 
ting rebuke  in  the  thought  that  the  same  gracious  hand  that  afflicted 
us  in  the  one  way,  preserved  us  from  the  horrors  of  the  plague.  Our 
blessings  and  favors  from  the  hand  of  God  invariably  exceed  our 
misfortunes,  and  in  the  darkest  hours  of  our  lives,  we  can  always  find 
something  for  which  to  be  thankful.  Our  exemption  during  the  past 
two  years  from  the  ravages  of  epidemic  diseases  is  ample  compensa- 
tion  for  any  pecuniary  losses  we  may  have  suffered^  Let  us  thank 
the  good  Lord  for  our  lives  and  health,  and  again  renew  the  battle  of 
life,  with  renewed  energy,  trusting  in  Him  for  success  and  prosperity. 
As  your  representative  I  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  attending 
the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  which  asseitibled  in  Chicago  in  August  last.  I  was  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  Sir  Knights  of  this  jurisdiction,  to  each  of 
whom  I  desire  to  express  here  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  shown  me  by  them.  Myself  and  the  Sir  Knights  of 
Rosalie,  No.  5,  Natchez,  are  especially  indebted  to  R.  E.  Sir  A.  W. 
Hyatt,  Grand  Commander  of  Louisiana,  and  his  command,  for  a 
thousand  kind  and  courteous  attentions  and  favors,  bestowed  upon  us 
during  our  pilgrimage  to  Chicago.  Of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment I  know  but  little,  from  the  fact  that  but  little  was  done  by 
it,  possibly  nothing,  for  the  real  benefit  of  the  Order  of  which  it  is 
the  supreme  head.  Much  good  was  expected  to  result  from  this  con- 
clave, in  the  settlement  of  sundry  vexed  questions,  but  at  the  close 
the  universal  sentiment  seemed  to  be,  * 'Blessed  are  they  that  expect 
nothing,  (from  the  Grand  Encampment)  for  they  shall  not  be  disap- 
pointed." I  cannot  better  illustrate  this  fact  than  by  incorporating  an 
epitome  of  the  transactions  furnished  by  E.  Grand  Recorder  Parvin 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa.  Here  it  is, — it  is  short,  pithy  and 
indicates  a  big  disgust  in  the  bosom  of  Sir  Parvin : 

WHAT  THE    GRAND    ENCAMPMENT   DID    AT   THE   LATE  TRIENNIAL. 

**  It  'did'  two  things  (says  the  editor  of,  and  in,  one  of  the  leading 
masonic  journals),  elect  officers  and  adjourn,  of  which  the  last  was  the 
best  thing."  This  may  be  a  little  sarcastic  and  unjust,  but,  in  view  of 
the  great  things  expected  of  it,  not  an  **  overdrawn  picture." 

It  did  some  things  it  **  ought  not  to  have  done,  and  left  undone 
other  things  it  ought   to  have  done. 

It  did  refer  to  a  **  special  committee  on  uniform"  the  whole  subject 
of  uniform,  as  proposed  in  the  several  amendments  to  the  **  Edict  of 
1862"  and  subsequent  action  thereon. 
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It  did  ;f^/ refer  this  matter  **to  the  several  Grand  Commanderies, 
for  each  to  act  as  it  pleased"  (though  they  are  doing  so),  as  has  been 
published  in  the  newspapers  and  the  masonic  journals. 

It  did,  as  some  claim  (though  we  don't  see  it),  authorize  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ritual  to  print  ( O,  shades  of  Morgan ! )  and  distribute  a 
Ritual  of  Malta,  leavmg  the  Grand  Commanderies  to  authorize  its 
being  worked  or  not  (which  they  would  do  anyhow),  as  they  may  please; 
so  we  may  expect,  of  course,  uniformity  here  as  elsewhere. 

It  did  indefinitely  pospone  the  subject  of  a  **  Ritual  of  the  Temple;" 
and  in  this  disappointed  tlie  just  expectations  of  those  (and  they  are 
legion)  who  waited  long  and  impatiently  to  get  from  **  headquarters" 
an  authorized  ritual,  which  should  bring  order  out  of  the  chaos  and 
confusion  now  everwhere  prevailing. 

It  did  authorize  the  **  Committee  on  Printing  to  contract  for  the 
printing  of  the  proceedings.*'  So  you  and  others  may  now  expect  to 
get  the  volume  sX  a  much  earlier  day,  smd  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  the  Grand  Recorder  could  possibly  have  had  this  work  done. 

[  It  is  due  this  office  to  say,  however,  that,  foolishly  supposing  he 
would  have  the  contracting  of  the  job,  he  had  **  arranged"  in  that 
event  to  have  the  work  done  in  forty  (40)  days  from  the  close  of  the 
conclave,  and  at  $1,000  for  250  pages.] 

It  did  order  the  reprinting  of  Volume  II.,  1859-68,  provided,  which 
is  doubtful,  it  can  be  done  for  $500. 

If  it  **  did"  anything  else,  I  have  failed  to  learn  it  from  the  Chicago 
papers  (from  which  I  quote),  having  on  the  loth  of  September  for- 
warded the  manuscript  journal  to  the  Grand  Master. 

I  have  heard  many  complaints  of  Chicago,  the  treatment  there  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  Triennial  Committee,  but  none  from  the  Sir  Knights 
of  Mississippi.  Personally  I  can  and  do  bear  willing  testimony  to 
many  courtesies  and  attentions  received ;  and  to  the  further  fact,  that 
so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  the  delegation  from  Mississippi  had  an 
excellent  time, and  no  cause  to  find  fault  with  anybody.  Where  the  re- 
verse of  this  was  the  case,  the  fault  almost  always  can  be,  and  was  found  to 
rest  with  the  grumbler. 

Craving  your  indulgence  for  the  length  of  my  introductory  remarks, 
I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  my  official  acts  during 
the  year : 

For  reasons  which  will  be  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of  our  Grand 
Recorder,  on  May  ist  I  issued  General  Order  No.  i ,  arresting  the 
charter  of  Mary  Commandery,  No.  14,  located  at  Corinth,  and  direct- 
ing E.  Sir  F.  E.  Whitfield  to  take  charge  of  the  effects  of  said  Com- 
mandery, and  forward  the  same  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  to 
notify  all  the  members  of  Mary  Commandery,  in  good  standing,  that 
they  could  obtain  certificates  from  the  General  Recorder  on  the  pay- 
ment of  two  dollars,  the  amount  of  back  dues,  due  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 
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I  have,  during  the  year,  for  what  I  deemed  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons, issued  special  dispensations  to  ballot  upon  petitions,  without 
waiting  the  prescribed  time.  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  itemize  these, 
as  I  consider  a  Commandery  the  best  judge  of  these  matters,  being 
most  interested. 

I  have  commissioned  the  following  named  E.  Sir  Knights,  as  our 
Representatives  near  their  respective  Grand  Easts,  and  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Grand  Commanders  of  said  States : 

E.  Sir  John  S.  Lyle,  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky  ;  E.  Sir  Eli  C. 
Birdsey,  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut. 

On  my  recommendation,  Sir  John  H.  Gordon,  of  Coeur  de  Lion, 
has  been  appointed  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Kansas,  near  our  Grand  East.  Let  us  receive  him  in  that  courteous 
and  Iraternal  spirit  that  we  trust  will  ever  subsist  between  the  Templar 
Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  States. 

In  November  last  I  received  the  following  from  E.  Sir  John  A. 
Webb,  Em.  Commander  of  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  i,  which 
will  explain  itself. 

R.-.  E. •.  W.  G.  Benbrook,  Grand  Commander — Dear  Sir:  The 
parties  interested,  as  per  the  attached  letter,  are  members  of  my  Com- 
mandery, and  I  respectfully  ask  a  dispensation  allowing  certain  Sir 
Knights  to  appear  in  uniform,  and  the  marriage  ceremony  to  be  per- 
formed under  the  Arch  of  Steel.  I  see  no  law  authorizing  me  to  allow 
such,  hence  my  appeal  to  you. 

Yours  courteously, 

John  A.  Webb,  E.  C. 

To  which  I  replied  as  follows : 

E,  Sir/mf.  A,  Webb,  E.  C,  Mississippi  Commandery,  No,  i  ; 

Em.  Sir  Kt — I  have  your  favor  of  26th  ult ,  and  should  have  an- 
swered it  sooner,  but  for  a  desire  to  give  the  matter  at  issue  the  con- 
sideration and  thought  which  its  gravity,  in  my  opinion,  demands.  I 
am  not  of  those  who  are  in  favor  of  parading  the  symbols  and  circum- 
stances of  the  Order  on  any  and  all  occasions,  nor  do  I  believe  in  its 
introduction  into,  or  assumption  of  any  of  the  forms  or  ceremonies  of 
the  Church  of  Christ.  Hence,  I  cannot  endorse  what  is  known  as 
Templar  baptism  of  infants,  or  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Order,  as  such,  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  church.  The  request  of 
your  friend  strikes  me  as  ill-timed,  and  conceived  in  a  desire  for 
something  out  of  the  usual  course,  and  not  from  any  wish  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  Order.  Excuse  my  plainness.  Hence,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  deny  the  petition .  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  any  parading  of 
the  Order,  its  ceremonies  or  uniform  on  any  occasions  not  strictly 
Masonic  or  Templar  in  its  character,  and  as  marriage  cannot,  by  any 
course  of  reasoning  be  considered  a  Masonic  or  Templar  ceremony,  it, 

Digitized  by  V:iUUQIC 


Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  11  ^ 

'\   .' 
of  course,  comes  under  the  ban.     I  should  be  glad  to  oblige  you  and  ' 
your  friend,  but  I  never  sacrifice  my  sense  of  duty  and  propriety  for  /  ^ 
personal  considerations.  '^  ^ 

Courteously  yours, 

\Vm.  G.  Benbrook,  Grand  Commander. 

I  submit  the  matter  for  your  action. 

On  the  29th  March,  on  application  of  Sir  J.  R.  McCarroU,  Gen- 
eralissimo, and  acting  E.  C.  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  I 
issued  special  dispensation  authorizing  said  Commandery  to  meet  and 
elect  officers,  which,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  they  were  before  pre- 
vented from  doing.  Immediately  following  this,  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  E.  Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  E.  C.  of  Holly  Springs, 
No.  4,  to  which  I  invite  your  special  attention : 

S/r  Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  Grand  Commander : 

Rt.  Em.  Sir — With  courteous  and  fraternal  greetings,  I  desire  to 
learn  from  you  my  status.  Am  living  in  this  place,  out  of  your  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  but  hold  my  membership  in  all  the  Masonic  bodies  at 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.  Question  ist.  Shall  I  be  recognized  as  your 
Grand  Generalissimo  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at 
Kosciusko,  in  April  ? 

Being  E.  C.  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  N.  4,  and  having  made 
several  efforts  (on  Dec.   27th,  and  since),  to  get  the  Commandery  to- 
gether, and  failed — Question   2.      Is  there  any  way  by  which  I  can 
move  my  membership,  being  E.  C.  holding  over? 
^  Truly  and  courteously, 

J.  T.  Whitehead. 

Dated,  Jackson,  Tenn.,  March  25th,  1881. 

To  this,  I  replied  as  follows  : 

Em.  Sir — I  have  yours  of  25th.  Replying  thereto,  will  say  that 
your  case  is  a  singular  one — a  parallel  to  which  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  and  shall  so  decide,  sub- 
ject, of  course,  to  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  that  your  . 
permanent  removal  from  the  State  has  the  effect  to  vacate  both  your 
office  in  No.  4,  and  also  that  of  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand 
Commandery.  It  would  certainly  be  beyond  the  power  of  either  the 
Grand  or  Subordinate  Commandery  to  elect  what  is  technically  called 
a  **  foreigner"  to  any  official  position,  and  any  election  held  in  viola- 
tion of  this  principle,  I  should  decide  to  be  null  and  void.  Of  course 
my  decision  in  this  matter,  as  in  all  others,  is  a  matter  for  the  consid- 
eration, adoption  or  rejection  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  In  regard  . 
to  the  matter  of  election  of  officers  in  No.  4,  I  have  just  sent  a  dispen- 
sation to  the  Generalissimo  of  said  Commandery,  authorizing  him  to 
hold  a  special  election  for  officers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Sir  Knights 
of  No.  4  will  come  to  time.  Answering  your  second  question,  I  beg 
to  refer  you  to  the  answer  to  the  first,  viz :  That  your  removal  from  the 
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State  vacates  your  office,  and  leaves  you  in  precisely  the  same  status 
as  any  other  member  of  the  Commandery,  with  the  right  to  dimit 
among  others. 

With  sentiments  of  high  regard  and  respect,  I  am 
Courteously  yours, 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  G.  C. 
Dated,  Martin,  March  29,  1881. 

I  ask  your  judgment  on  this  matter. 

On  the  istinst,  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Sir  J.  S.  Cain, 
E.  C.  of  Ivanhoe,  No.  10,  stationed  at  Okolona,  to  which  I  also  invite 
your  particular  notice : 

1<,  E.  Grand  Commander: 

Eminent  Sir — Shannon  Lodge,  of  F.  and  A.  Masons  intend  hold- 
ing a  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  in  commemoration  of  Sir  Knight  J.  W.  Renn, 
who  lost  his  life  in  the  discharge  of  a  Masonic  obligation,  that  of 
burying. a  deceased  brother.  They  expect  to  hold  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  May,  and  we  desire  as  a  Commandery  to 
participate  with  them,  provided  you  will  grant  us  a  special  dispensa- 
tion. 

Brother  Renn  was  a  good  man  and  Mason  of  many  years'  useful- 
ness, but  by  some  oversight  was  suspended  in  the  Commandery  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  which  the  Commandery  since  has  squared  up  on  the 
books. 

We  desire  to  pay  him  the  last  respect,  and  be  governed  by  the  car- 
dinal principle  of  Charity.     Awaiting  your  reply, 
Remain  yours,  with  due  courtesy, 

J.  S.  Cain,  E.  C. 
By  J.  A.  Mooser,  Recorder. 

Dated,  Okolona,  March  28,  1881. 

To  this  communication,  I  replied  as  follows: 

Sir  J.  S.  Cain,  E.  C: 

Em.  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  March  28th,  and,  in  reply,  would  say,  that  while  it  would  affoni 
me  much  pleasure  to  comply  with  your  request,  and  thus  gratify  your- 
self and  the  Sir  Knights  of  your  command,  I  am  yet  compelled  to 
refuse,  as^^  ray  opinion,  the  granting  it  would  render  our  regulations 
a  farce^^^t  is  unfortunate  that  the  oversight  by  which  he  was  suspend- 

/'ed  "should  have  occurred,  but  it  is  a  fundamental  doctrine  in  Masonry 
that  post  mortem  restorations  from  suspension,  from  any  cause,  cannot 
be  made,  and  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  our  system  of  jurisprudence 
.  to  accord  the  right  of  Masonic  or  Tem])lar  burial  to  one  who  died 
/  while  suspended.  The  same  rule  applies  to  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow,  and 
I  it  would  be  equally  improper  for  your  command  to  participate  in  the 
;  one  proposed,  as  a  Commandery.  I  regret  the  necessity  that  compels 
<     me  to  decline  your  request,  but  as  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand 
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Commandery  will  occur  in  the  meantime,  you  can  lay  the  matter  be 
fore  that   Body,  which    will  be   called   upon  to  endorse  or  reject  the^ 
above  decision. 

Courteously  yours, 

W,  G.  Benbrook,  Grand  Commander. 

Dated,  Martin,  April  2,  1881. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  laying  these  matters  before  you  so 
fully,  in  order  that  you  may  have  all  possible  data  upon  which  to  make 
your  decisions.  These  matters  include  questions  of  importance,  and 
whether  my  decisions  are  sustained  by  you  or  not,  I  desire  you  to  say 
what  is  law  on  the  subject. 

While  considering  questions  affecting  the  best  interests  of  our  Order, 
and  the  living,  we  should  not  neglect  to  express  our  regard  for  the 
memory  and  virtues  of  the  dead.  When  last  we  met  in  Annual  Con- 
clave, we  were  favored  with  the  presence  and  counsel  of  one  at  least 
whose  form  is  now  clad  in  the  habiliments  of  death,  and  whose  spirit, 
sanctified  and  redeemed  from  the  pollution  and  sin  of  earth,  is  to-day 
with  the  blest  in  heaven.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  refer 
to  our  venerable  and  beloved  frater,  Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Watkins.  On 
the  5th  of  February  last,  and  after  a  long  illness,  **he  was  not,  for 
God  took  him."  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  in  the  service  of  the  Mas- 
ter— at  Kis  iDost  and  in  full  armor.  The  universal  sentiment  is  ex- 
pressed by  the  poet  in  the  single  line,  *'  Servant  of  God,  well  done !" 
and  to  this  tribute  we  cannot  add,  as  it  is  an  ejjitome  of  his  life  and 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  His  church   and  people. 

Our  beloved  frater,  Sir  John  Nelson,  Past  Grand  Generalissimo,  and 
P.  E.  C.  of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i,  sheathed  his  sword  and 
doffed  his  armor  on  the  loth  July  last.  In  all  our  ranks  none  was  more 
zealous  than  he.  He  loved  the  Order  and  endeavored  to  square  his  life 
by  its  principles  and  precepts.  He  had  been  in  feeble  health  for  some 
months  previous  to  his  decease,  and  a  renewal  of  paralysis,  to  which  he 
seemed  subject,  terminated  his  life  after  a  few  day's  struggle.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  on  Sabbath  afternoon — all  classes  of  the  community,  in 
great  numbers,  attending  his  funeral.  The  Sir  Knights  of  Magnolia 
Commandery  did  themselves  and  their  deceased  <'rater  honor,  by  going 
to  Jackson  on  a  special  train,  that  they  might  accompany  his  remains 
to  their  place  of  sepulture.  Sir  Kt.  Nelson  had  passed  his  sixty-sixth 
year.  We  shall  miss  him  in  our  Conclaves,  for  he  was  always  ready, 
and  always  competent  to  do  any  duty  assigned  him.  May  he  rest  in 
peace ! 

Within  the  past  few  days  the  sad  intelligence  has  been  received  of 
he  death  of  Past  Grand  Commander  E.  T.  Henry.     He  had  removed 
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to  Marietta,  Ga.,  hoping  that  the  change  would  be  beneficial  to  his 
health,  but  on  the  loth  of  this  month  the  summons  came  that  dosed 
his  career  on  earth.  Sir  Henry  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
physicians  in  this  State — a  gentleman  by  birth  and  education — a  good 
and  true  Templar  and  citizen.  He  filled  the  station  of  Grand  Com. 
mander  in  1873,  ^^^  was  also  a  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  His  bereaved  children,  and  the  community  in  which 
he  lived  and  labored,  have  sustained  a  loss  which  time  may  soothe  but 
never  fully  heal. 

There  are  doubdess  others  who  have  crossed  the  **dark  river,"  and 
entered  the  **silent  land."  A  word  of  sympathy  and  condolence  from 
you  may  bring  a  ray  of  comfort  into  the  hearts  and  homes  of  our  beloved 
fraters  made  desolate  and  sad  by  their  decease,  and  I  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee  on  this  subject. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights,  before  surrendering  the  gavel  of  authority  to 
my  successor,  I  desire  to  return  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for 
your  partiality  which  elevated  me  to  the  honorable  station  of  Grand 
Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi.  To  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  with  an  eye  single  to  the  best  interests  of  our  Order,  I 
have  endeavored  to  discharge  its  duties.  Whether  I  have  done  well 
or  ill  is  for  you  to  judge ;  but  whatever  your  verdict  may  be  I  shall 
retire  with  the  consciousness  of  an  earnest  desire  and  wish  in  my  heart 
to  have  served  you  faithfully  and  well. 
Courteously, 

W.  G.  BENBROOK, 

Grand  Commander. 


The  reading  of  the  address  having  been  concluded.  Sir  J.  M.  Lewis 
offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  be 
received,  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  apportioned  as  follows : 

I  St.  The  Address,  as  a  whole,  to  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand 
Officers. 

2d.  So  much  as  relates  to  arrest  of  charter  of  Mary  Commandery, 
Dispensations,  petition  from  E.  C.  of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i, 
to  perform  marriage  ceremony  under  arch  of  steel,  status  of  Sir  J.  T. 
Whitehead,  Grand  Generalissimo,  communication  from  Sir  J.  S.  Cain, 
to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

3d.  So  much  as  refers  to  deceased  Sir  Knights,  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  three  :  Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  J.  H.  Alexander,  J.  W.  Gray. 
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Reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  annual 
Reports  and  Accounts,  which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee : 

KEPOST  AHD  AOOOUHT  OF  aSAHD  SEOOSDEK. 

To  the  R,  E.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  and  Account  Current. 
The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave  are  as  follows : 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i.  Dues  1879 $  81  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Dues  1879 61  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  Dues  1879 26  00 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  Dues  1879 60  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  Dues  1879 54  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  Dues  1879 42  00 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  Dues  1879 50  00 

De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8,  Dues  1879 26  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  Dues  1879 60  00 

Kosciusko  Commandery  No.  11 ,  Dues  1879   33  00 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  Dues  1879 18  00 

Coeur  de  Lion,  Commandery,  No.  13,  Dues  1879 36  00 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  Dues  1879   16  00 

Sir  Thos.  Miller,  of  late  Mary  Commandery,  No.  14,  dues. . .  5  00 

Sir  L.  M.  New,  of  late  Mary  Commandery,  No   14,  dues 2  00 

Sir  A.  J.  Morgan,  of  late  Mary  Commandery,  No.  14,  dues.  .  4  00 

$574  00 
Less  error  in  last  Report,  in  which  Canton  Commandery  was 
credited  with  $26  00  balance  on  dues  1876,  the  correct 
amount  being  $1 1  00;  error  deducted 15  00 

I559  00 
For  which  the  receipt  of  Grand  Treasurer  is  herewith  filed. 

The  accoimt  of  Grand  Treasurer  will  show  that  warrants  have  been 
drawn  for  the  full  amount  of  the  receipts.  The  financial  condition  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  may  thus  be  stated : 

Due  Grand  Recorder,  1879 90  70 

Due  Grand  Recorder,  1880 100  bo 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


16  Proceedings  of  the 

In  my  last  Report,  thanks  to  the  payment  of  nearly  all  arrearages 
due,  I  stated  that  the  balance  due  Grand  Recorder  to  December  31st, 
1879,  was  $137  95.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  has  somewhat 
increased. 

Sir  Knights,  it  is  not  pleasant  to  submit,  nor  is  it  gratifying  to  you 
to  hear  such  a  report.  Our  financial  system  should  be  readjusted. 
The  dues  exacted  of  the  Commanderies  are,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient. 
A  vigorous  retrenchment  should  be  instituted  within  the  Grand  Body. 
If  appointed  Grand  Officers,  and  individual  Sir  Knights,  find  sufficient 
interest  in  the  Grand  Conclaves  to  attend  them  at  their  own  expense, 
why  may  not  the  elected  Grand  Officers  do  likewise  ?  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  honor  of  high  station  in  such  a  body.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  all  compensation,  in  the  way  of  mileage  and  per  diem,  to 
Grand  Officers,  be  abolished.  Reduce  the  Grand  Recorder's  compen- 
sation from  one  hundred  to  fifty  dollars,  and,  if  necessary,  allow  no 
compensation  whatever.  But  if  the  Grand  Commandery  is  not  pre- 
pared for  such  radical  retrenchment,  and  unwilling  to  incorporate 
same  into  our  statutes,  then  I  would  suggest  that  for  the  next  one  or 
two  Grand  Conclaves,  it  be  understood  that  no  compensation  will  be' 
allowed,  except  to  one  Representative  of  each  Commandery. 

You  require  the  chairman  of  your  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence to  prepare  a  report.  If  it  should  happen  to  be  lengthy, 
there  is  no  money  to  print  it,  and  hence  our  transactions  would  be 
shorn  of  a  feature  for  which  they  have  heretofore  been  quite  valuable. 

As  to  the  amount  due  your  Grand  Recorder,  it  is  for  services  that 
have  cost  him  no  great  amount  of  time  or  labor,  and  by  way  of  can- 
celling same,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  that  if  the  Sir  Knights  present, 
or  their  Commanderies,  will  raise  $100  00  of  the  amount,  the  same 
will  be  donated  to  the  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  at  Natchez,  and 
the  balance  remitted,  and  account  balanced. 

The  balance  due  on  Grand  Commandery  Banner,  as  reported  at  last 
Grand  Conclave,  was  promptly  paid  by  the  Commanderies  subscribing 
the  required  amount.     (Proceedings  1880,  p.  21.) 

The  charter  of  Mary  Commandery  ^lo.  14,  at  Corinth,  having  been 
arrested  by  the. Grand  Commander  in  May  last,  for  failure  to  be  repre- 
sented, make  returns  on  pay  dues  for  two  years,  I  issued  certificates 
to  all  members  thereof  who  applied,  enabling  them  to  affiliate  with 
other  Commanderies. 

The  Returns  of  all  the  Commanderies  have  been  received,  and  from 
same  the  following  data  is  submitted : 
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$  508  00 

Being  a  net  gain  of  ten  on  the  year ;  and  dropping  out  Mary  Com- 
mandery, a  total  increase  of  five  over  1879.  The  dues  being  $56  less  than 
the  total  of  the  previous  year.  Altogether,  the  exhibit  shows  a  healthy 
condition  of  the  Order  in  our  Jurisdiction. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder. 


GRAND  Treasurer's  Account. 

To  the  R,  E,   Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Account  Current  : 
1881.  '  Dr. 

April  21.     Cash  from  Grand  Recorder  to  date   $559  00 

1881. 

April  21.  By  Pay  Roll  Grand  Conclave,  1880,  as  follows: 

Sir  John  A.  Webb,  Mississippi  Commandery  No.    i $17  90 

Sir  Frederic  Speed,  Magnolia  Commandery  No.  2 9  00 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Lexington  Commandery  No.  3 26  00 

Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  Holly  Springs  Commandery  No.  4 ...40  00 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  St.  Cyr  Commandery  No.  6 26  00 

Sir  H.  P.  Turner,  Winona  Commandery  No.   7 20  00 
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Sir  C.  L.  Lincoln,  DeMolay  Commandery  No.  8 26  00 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  Ivanhoe  Commandery  No.  10 37  50 

Sir  M.  A.  Clark,  Kosciusko  Commandery  No.  11 21  20 

Sir  Wm.  Priestley,  Canton  Commandery  No.  12 18  00 

Sir  J.  H.  Gordon,  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery  No,   13 12  00 

Sir  G.  Y.  Freeman,  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15 16  00 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Grand  Commander 21  25 

Sir  Wm.    French,  Grand  Captain-General 10  00 

Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder 12  50 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Treasurer 11  00 

Grand  Encampment  Dues  1880   $  20  55 

Power  &  Barksdale,  proceedings  and  other  printing 118  00 

J.  L.  Power,  Sundries  Grand  Encampment 32  75 

J.  L.  Power,  Postage  account  16  10 

J.  L.  Power,  on  salary  1878.  1879   47  ^5 

$559  00 
Courteously  submitted, 

N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  John  A.  Webb  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  were  miany 
Sir  Knights  in  the  Jurisdiction  wlio  had  not  yet  uniformed  themselves 
as  the  Regulations  require,  and  after  some  discussion  of  the  subject, 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law  to  report  as  to  existing 
law  thereon,  and  if  any  further  legislation  is  necessary. 

Sir  J.  M.  Lewis  announced  as  the  programme  for  to-night :  an 
entertainment  at  the  Methodist  Church,  including  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  welcome  address  and  response,  recitations  by  young 
ladies,  and  short  addresses  by  'such  Sir  Knights  as  might  be  called 
upon.  To-morrow,  a  visit  to  the  Public  School,  and  the  presentation 
of  prizes  to  best  spellers.  To-morrow  night— a  banquet  at  Court-house, 
tendered  by  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Honor.     Friday — a  visit  to  Mr.  Adams*  School. 

On  motion  of  Sir  L.  B.  Mosby,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was 
made  the  special  order  for  11  a.  m.,  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Recorder,  the  selection  of  the  place  and 
time  of  next  Grand  Conclave  was  made  the  second  special  order  for 
to-morrow. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  4:20  p.  m.,  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  9  o'clock. 
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SECOND  DAY. 


Thursday,  April  21st,  1881. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  9  o'clock  a  .  m. 

Present  as  on  yesterday,  with  the  addition  of  Sir  W.  W.  Marshall, 
proxy  for  E.  C.  of  Winona  Commandery  No   7. 

Sir  Oliver  Clifton,  for  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

To  tJu  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report  on  so  much  of  the  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  as 
was  referred  to  said  committee  : 

1.  That  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  arresting  the  charter 
of  Mary  Commandery,  No.  i^,  and  in  granting  and  refusing  dispensa- 
tions as  stated  in  his  address,  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the  usages  of 
the.  Order,  and  should  be  approved. 

2.  The  Grand  Commander  correctly  defined  the  status  of  Sir  Kt. 
Whitehead — Rules  and  Edicts,  Sec.  62.  An  officer  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  cannot  be  a  resident  animo  manendi,  of  another  State. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  the  report  without  commending 
the  views  of  the  Grand  Commander  on  the  questions  submitted  to  him 
in  the  communications  of  Sir  Knights  Webb  and  Cain,  as  most  whole- 
some doctrine. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Oliver  Clifton,  Chairman. 

The  Finance  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

To  the  Rr.  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefully  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Recorder,  and  find  them  correct. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Commandery  has  been  so 
fully  set  forth  by  the  Grand  Recorder,  that  it  is  unnecessary  that  it 
should  be  restated.  The  necessity  ot  some  solution  of  the  question  is 
fully  appreciated  by  your  Committee,  and  after  carefully  considering 
the  same,  recommend  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  Sec.  91,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  Grand  Commandery, 
be  suspended  for  two  years  after  this  Grand  Conclave. 

Resolved,  That  Sec.  92,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  Grand  Commandery, 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  '*one  hundred^'  and  inserting 
**fifty." 

Your  Committee  would  also  most  earnestly  recommend  that  the  very 
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liberal  proposition  of  the  Grand  Recorder  in  reference  to  balances  due 

him  for  salary,  be  adopted,  and  that  the  necessary  amount  ($ioo)  be 

subscribed  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  H.  Gordon, 
Geo.  S.  Green, 
Jas.  T.  Meade, 

Committee. 

The  R.  •.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander  appointed,  as  a  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation  and  Local  Courtesies  :  Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughn,  J. 
L.  Power,  Jno.  K.  Fulson. 

Sir  Clifton,  for  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  reported  that  owing  to 
the  absence  of  some  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
the  Committee  were  unable  to  report  precisely  what  are  the  require- 
ments as  to  uniform.  After  a  free  discussion,  the  sentiment  was 
generally  expressed  that  all  Sir  Knights  should  uniform  themselves 
within  the  shortest  time  possible  after  receiving  the  Orders. 

D0IHQ8   OF   aSAHD   OFPIGEBS. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  submitted  the  follow, 
ing  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  acts,  and  the  reflections  contained  in  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander's  Address ;  and  in  the  Grand  Treasurer's  and  Grand 
Recorder's  reports  and  suggestions,  and  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

1.  That  so  much  of  the  Grand  Commander's  Address  as  relates  to  his 
rulings  and  decisions,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Law. 

2.  That  so  much  as  refers  to  our  departed  Praters,  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  three. 

3.  Your  Committee  approve  of  the  action  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com- 
mander in  the  appointment  of  Eminent  Praters,  Sir  Jno.  S.  Lyle  and 
Sir  Eli.  C.  Birdsley  as  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to 
the  respective  Grand  Easts  of  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Kentucky 
and  Connecticut,  and  heartily  endorse  the  recommendation  of  theR.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  of  Sir  John  H.  Gordoii  as  Representative  to  this 
Grand  Commandery  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kansas. 

4.  That  we  approve  the  clear,  terse  and  lucid  reports  of  the  Grand 
Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  recommend  the  proposals  and 
suggestions  of  the  Grand  Recorder  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  The  duties  of  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder  have  been 
vigilendy  and  faithfully  performed,  as  they  have  been  in  the  many 
years  past. 

5.  The  able  and  eloquent  address  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
your  Committee  feel  unable  to  review  or  think  they  best  review,  if 
they  allow  it  to  speak  for  itself.     We  will  not  and  cannot  refrain  from 
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commending  its  instructional  lessons,  and  beautiful  sentiments;  and  we 
receive  them  as  lessons  worthy  to  be  pondered  over  by  any  member  of 
our  magnanimous  Order,  and  does  honor  to  the  Christian  Knight  whose 
brain  and  heart  conceived  and  uttered  them. 

Upon  the  success  of  his  administration  we  sincerely  congratulate  him 
and  the  Conclave  ;  because  of  the  enlightened  ability  which  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  exhibited  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties ; 
duties  Knightly  done ;  worthy  of  the  doer ;  worthy  of  his  high  office. 
The  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  congratulate 
him  with  the  unanimous  exclamation — Success  I  Success! 

As  to  the  review  of  the  General  Grand  Encampment  held  at  Chicago, 
by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  your  Committee,  not  having  had  the 
opportunity  to  fully  review  the  doings  of  the  Encampment,  do  not  feel 
competent  to  re-review  these  doings.  We  can  only  express  our  con- 
fidence in  the  propriety  of  what  our  Grand  Commander  has  reported 
in  reference  to  same. 

B.  A.  Vaughan, 
James  Shelton, 

S.    C.    CONLY, 

Committee. 

Sir  Knight  Clifton  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights 
Templar  of  Mississippi,  be  tendered  the  *'boy  poet,"  L.  R.  Hamberlain, 
student  of  Mississippi  College,  author  of  **Lyrics  by  Clinton,"  for  th^ 
poem,  **The  Red  Cross,"  contributed  by  him  and  so  beautifully  and 
impressively  read  by  Miss  Tennie  V.  Jackson  at  our  public  meeting,  held 
at  the  Methodist  Church  in  Kosciusko  last  evening. 

The  Grand  Recorder  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  all  the  origi- 
nal poems,  etc.,  read  at  the  entertainment  last  night,  and  that  the 
same  be  published  in  Appendix  to  proceedings;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

APPEALS. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  submitted  the  following  report,   which 
was  received : 
To  the  B,  E,   Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  would  respectfully  report  that  nothing 
has  come  before  them  for  action. 

Courteously, 

J.  M.  Lewis, 

R.  H.  Montgomery, 

N.  S.  Walker, 

Committee. 

&EPOST  05  UHFIHISHED  BUBIHESS. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  submitted  the  following 
report: 
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To  the  R,\  E.\  Gratid  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
having  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Conclave,  they 
call  your  attention  to  the  following  : 

The  recommendation  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Erwin,  relative  to 
the  postponement  of  action  of  this  Grand  Commandery  as  to  adopting 
a  Ritual  for  general  use  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

We  find  that  the  consecration  of  our  Banner  was  deferred  until  this 
Grand  Conclave,  and  that  no  action  has  been  taken  by  this  Grand 
Body  relative  to  annual  visitations  and  inspections  of  the  various  Com- 
manderies  of  Mississippi,  by  at  least  one  of  the  four  principal  Grand 
Officers. 

We  also  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law, 
advising  postponement  of  action  in  regard  to  Subordinate  Comman- 
deries  appearing  in  public. 

Courteously  submitted, 

L.  B.  MosBY, 
Wm.  Priestley, 
T.  W.  Whitsey, 

Committee. 

The  report  having  been  read,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to 
consider  same. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Fulson  reported  in  relation  to  the  Work, 
that  the  Committee  had  obtained  the  *^Kentucky  Work,"  but  that  no 
further  action  had  been  taken  in  view  of  anticipated  action  by  Grand 
Encampment, 

Sir  French  moved  that  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  submit  a  re- 
port at  next  Grand  Conclave. 

The  Grand  Recorder  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Work,  as  submitted  at  Vicksburg,  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Committee 
be  instructed  to  disseminate  the  Work,  in  the  best  mode  practicable, 
to  the  several  Commanderies ;  which  was  adopted. 

So  much  of  the  report  on  Unfinished  Business  as  relates  to  the  con- 
secration of  Banner,  was,  on  motion  of  Sir  French,  deferred,  and  a 
special  committee  of  three  appointed  to  provide  a  suitable  ceremony 
for  same.  Committee :  Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  Oliver  Clifton,  J.  M. 
Lewis. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Clifton,  the  consideration  of  the  two  last  items  in 
report  of  committee  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  hour  for  special  order — the  election  of  Grand  Officers— having 
arrived,  the  same  was  proceeded  with. 

Sirs  J.  H.  Gordon  and  Jas.  T.  Meade  were  appointed  Tellers.  The 
several  ballotings  resulted  as  follows : 
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Sir  William  French Viehburg Grand  Commander. 

Sir  James  T.  Meade Lexington Dep'y  Grand  Commander.    ^ 

Sir  H.  M.  Bomberoer Waler  Vaflcy.... Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  W.  p.  Towler Grenada Grand  Captain  General. 

Sir  T.  W.  Whitsey Water  Valley Grand  Prelate. 

SirN.  8.  Walker PoriGibion Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  J.  M.  Lewis Koadusko Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  J.  H.  Gordon Port  Gibson Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  David  Carr Kosdrnko Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  James  Shelton Jackson Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  L.  B.  Mosby Holly  /Spji'np*.... Grand  Warder. 

Sir  Jas.  N.  Taylor Kosciusko Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

Sir  Knight  Mosby  placed  in  nomination  Holly  Springs  as  the  place 
for  next  Grand  Conclave,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Clifton,  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1882,  was 
selected  as  the  time  for  next  Grand  Conclave. 

The  Grand  Recorder  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Finance 
Committee  had  concurred  in  his  proposition  to  relieve  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  from  debt,  by  remitting  the  entire  balance  due  him  for  ser- 
vices, provided  that  one  hundred  dollars  of  said  amount  shall  be  sub- 
scribed and  paid  to  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  having  been  adopted,  when  submitted, 
it  was  now  moved  and  carried  that  the  roll  of  Commanderies  be  called, 
when  the  following  amounts  were  placed  on  the  Grand  Recorder's 
desk : 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i $  10  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2 10  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3 10  00 

Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4 10  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6 5  00 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7 10  00 

DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  8 10  00 

Canton  Commandery,  No.   12 10  00 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13 10  00 

Sir  Oliver  Clifton 5  00 

Sir  S.  C.  Conly ; 5  00 

Other  personal  contributions 16  00 

Total $  111  00 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler  subscribed  $10  00  for  Grenada  Commandery,  No. 
15.  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  1 1,  not  represented.  Grand  Recorder 
stated  that  Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  was  an  annual  contributor  to 
the  Asylum,  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  expected  to  contribute  on 
this  occasion. 

The  R.  •.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sirs  Oliver  Clifton,  B. 
A.  Vaughn  and  Wm.   Priestley  as  judges  in  the  spelling  contest  at 
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Public  School  this  afternoon ;  and  Sir  J.  L.  Power  to  present  the  prizes 
•to  the  successful  competitors. 

aSAHD   BEPBESEHTATiyE   OF   KAH8A& 

Sir  J.  H.  Gordon  having  been  commissioned  during  the  past  year 
as  Grand  Representative  for  the  Grand  Coramandery  of  Kansas,  was 
received  and  greeted  as  such,  with  the  usual  honors. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  asked  to  be  discharged,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  adjurned  until  2:30 
o'clock  p.  M. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

On  re-assembling  at  2:30  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  Grand  Commandery 
proceeded  to  the  Public  School  to  witness  the  spelling  contest — (an 
account  of  which  appears  in  Appendix) — after  which,  at  4:30,  re* 
turned  to  the  Asylum. 

The  Adopted  Work  was  then  rehearsed  by  Past  Grand  Commanders 
Fulson  and  Mercer ;  and  after  an  announcement  by  Sir  Lewis  as  to 
the  festivities  at  court-house  to-night,  the  Grand  Commandery  adjourned 
until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THIRD  DAY. 

Friday,  April  22,  1881. 

The  Grand  Recorder  read  the  following  telegram,  received  during 
the  entertainment  at  court-house  last  night : 

Natchez,  April  21,  1881. 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi : 

Felicitations  and  greetings  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pro- 
testant Orphan  Asylum  of  Natchez  on  this  their  Sixty-third  Anniver- 
sary. 

Board  op  Managers. 

To  which  the  Grand  Recorder  was  requested  to  make  appropriate 
response. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi.  25 

DEOEABED  SIB  KViaHTS. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted : 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mhsissippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Deceased  Sir  Knights  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
beg  to  report :  That  finding  honorable  mention  by  Grand  Commander 
of  these  departed  fraters,  your  committee  content  themselves  with  the 
recommendation,  that  Memorial  Pages  be  inserted  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  Chairman. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  at  lo  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  according  to  the  .programme  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
proceeded  at  once  to  the  School  of  Rev.  T.  A.  S.  Adams,  on  the  edge 
of  town.  Here  the  Sir  Knights  were  entertained  for  an  hour  with 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  recitations,  dialogues,  etc.,  by  the 
pupils.  Mr.  Adams,  in  very  happy  terms,  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  visit. 

The  column  was  then  re-formed,  and  repaired  to  the  Methodist 
Church  in  town,  where  the  Grand  Officers  elect  were  publicly  installed 
by  the  retiring  Grand  Commander  R.  •.  E.  *.  Sir  Wm.  G.  Benbrook. 

GOUSTESIES   AGKHOWLEDaED. 

The  special  Committee  on  Courtesies  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted. 
To  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  instructed  to  report  on  the  courtesies  extended  to 
this  Grand  Body  during  its  Conclave,  beg  to  report  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi,  be  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Kosciusko  Commandery, 
the  ladies  and  citizens  of  Kosciusko,  for  the  Knighdy  attention,  ele- 
gant courtesies,  unbounded  hospitality  and  kindness  to  all  its  members 
during  the  present  Conclave;  also  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
the  Lodges  of  Knights  of  Honor,  for  the  beautiful  and  entertaining  re- 
ception, so  heartily  enjoyed  by  every  individual  member  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

The  Grand  Commandery  desires  to  thank  individually  and  collec- 
tively, in  a  most  especial  manner,  those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  so 
pleasingly  contributed  to  our  entertainment  by  such  sweet  strains  of 
music ;  we  say  we  desire  to  especially  thank  the  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
because  we  have  learned  the  circumstances  under  which  this  compli- 
ment was  accomplished,  and  which  make  it  so  distinguishing. 

To  the  band  of  Kosciusko,  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  the  railroads 
and  steamboats,  we  are  indebted,  and  return  our  thanks  for  their  marked 
and  distinguished  coutesies.     To  the  trustees,  faculties  and  scholars  of 
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the  Kosciusko  Male  and  Female  Institute,  and  city  public  school,  we 
tender  our  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  privilege  of  visiting  their  respec- 
tive schools,  and  enjoying  their  entertaining  exercises. 

B.  A.  Vaughan, 
J.  L.  Power, 

J.    K.    FULSON, 

Committee. 
The  R.\  E.-.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  William  French,  announced 
the  following : 

STAHDIHa   OOmOTTEES. 

Templar  Law — Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  Oliver 
Clifton. 

Foreign  Correspondence — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  J.  M.  Lewis,  Wm.  Priestley. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  expressed  for  himself  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery,  their  hearty  appreciation  of  the  many 
kindnesses  received  from  the  people  of  Kosciusko,  and  after  bidding 
all  an  affectionate  farewell,  declared  the  Grand  Commandery  ad- 
journed, to  meet  at  Holly  Springs  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April, 
A.  D.  1882. 


Grand  Commander. 
Attest  : 


Grand  Recorder. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mminippi: 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  ns  the  result  of  their  labors  in  this  behalf:  As  we  are  limited 
in  the  length  of  our  report,  by  your  action  at  Columbus  in  1879,  to  forty  pages, 
we  respectfully  suggest  that  you  will  not  expect  the  same  amount  of  informa- 
tion, or  Templar  lore,  logic  and  news  that  you  would  have  the  right  to  antici- 
pate, and  as  would  be  our  pleasure  to  furnish  in  this  report,  were  we  not  so  re- 
stricted. In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  former  report  of  our8,  by  its  voluminosity 
and  the  free  expression  of  our  personal  views  in  regard  to  certain  individuals 
and  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  excited  a  feeling  in  the 
hearts  of  some  of  our  fraters  of  terror,  lest  these  utterances  of  ours  should 
excite  the  wrath  of  the  latter  and  result  in  our  being  remanded  to  a  state  of 
reconstruction  and  be  otherwise  roughly  handled  by  that  body,  we  desire  in  the 
beginning,  at  the  very  threshold  of  this  document,  to  assume  the  entire  and  sole 
responsibility  for  all  and  singular,  its  utterances,  language  and  views,  wholly 
relieving  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  from  any  suspicion  of  its 
paternity  and  from  any  responsibility  therefor.  Being  a  married  man,  war  has' 
no  terrors  for  us,  and  certainly  not  one  waged  by  such  a  body  aa  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States.  We  beg  our  timid  friends  to  keep  cool  and 
remain  quiet.  Nobody  will  be  hurt,  nor  will  the  G.'.  E.\  pitch  into  any  body 
except  they  decline  to  pay  the  regular  annual  assessment — which  is  not  pro- 
bable.   With  this  short  preamble  we  look  into  the  doings  of  our  fraters  of 

ALABAMA— 1^880. 

Grand  Commander  Foster's  address  is  short  but  well  written,  and  contains 
nothing  of  general  interest.  Proceedings  local.  Sir  Sayre  presented,  as  usual, 
a  good  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  Mississippi  receives 
courteous  notice.  He  quotes  our  remarks  in  reference  to  the  vitality  of  the 
Council  degrees  in  this  State,  etc.,  as  follows : 

The  Sir  Knight,  speaking  of  us,  says  : 

"He  wades  into  Sir  Wiggin,  of  California,  for  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
day  will  soon  come  when  the  Council  degrees  will  be  relegated  to  the  Chapter, 
where  they  belong ;  in  which  hope  we  concur.  Our  own  State  has  already 
taken  sucn  action,  and  '  we  still  live,'  and  the  Council  degrees  are  about  as 
lively  as  ever,  too." 
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Well,  perhape  they  are,  but  here  is  what  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  Companion  Power,  said  about  them  in  1879 : 

**  In  sending  out  Blanks  for  the  Annual  Return,  I  requested  Secretaries  to 
inclose  a  separate  list  of  such  companions  as  had  received  the  Council  Degrees 
of  Royal  and  Select  Master.  Several  of  the  Chapters  are  now  regularly  work- 
ing these  Degrees,  while  others  are  not  in  possession  of  them.  If  our  Grand 
Lecturer  could  visit  and  instruct  the  Chapters,  these  degrees  would  be  generally 
worked." 

And  the  Returns  show  that  only  14  chapters  out  of  49  had  worked  the  degrees. 

Replying  to  Sir  Sayre's  evident  desire  to  impeach  our  testimony  by  that  of 
Sir  Power's,  we  have  to  say  that  it  would  require  a  more  critical  observer  than 
we  are  to  discover  any  loss  of  vitality  in  the  Cryptic  degrees,  by  reason  of  their 
merger  into  the  Chapter.  They  were  tolerably  dead  before,  and  it  has  been  for 
years  only  a  question  of  time  when  the  funeral  should  take  place.  There  is  a 
vein  of  humbugg^ry  pervading,  or  to  be  found  in  almost  everything,  and  this 
furore  in  behalf  of  the  Council  degrees  comes  in  heavily  laden  with  it.  Ilis 
views  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  are,  we  regret  to  say,  not  in  accordance 
with  ours,  as  ia  evidenced  by  the  following : 

Sir  DeLap's  report  is  a  most  excellent  one.  and  we  have  read  it  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest.  He  takes  occasion  fieqnently  to  air  his  notions  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  wine-drinking  at  Templar  Banquets.  And  we  do  not  object  to  it. 
Happily,  this  is  a  free  country,  and  every  man  has  the  right  to  drink  what  suits 
him  oest. 

When  he  gets  to  Kentucky  he  is  particularly  struck  by  the  account  given  of 
a  banquet  by  Ryan  Commandery,  a  notable  feature  of  which  was — the  absence 
of  wine. 

We  deny  the  right  of  any  man,  i.  f.,  his  moral  right,  to  indulge  in  the  use 
of  anything  that  by  its  effects  tends  to  his  moral  degredation  and  detracts  from 
the  dignity  and  purity  of  his  character.  We  do  not  believe,  nor  does  Sir 
Say  re,  that  our  Kentucky  f  raters,  while  preaching  temperance  and  a  due  sense 
of  propriety  in  the  Asylum,  surreptitiously  indulged  in  something  stronger 
than  wine.  Sir  Sayre  speaks  very  kindly  of  our  efforts  in  this  field  and  we 
thank  him  for  it.  He  closes  as  follows,  and  we  fully  concur  in  his  estimate  of 
the  ability  of  Sir  Paxton.  Of  the  goodness  of  his  heart  and  character  we 
know  from  personal  contact  with  him. 

We  regret  that  Sir  DeLap  is  not  billed  for  the  report  in  1880.  However,  if 
there  is  ever  a  Sir  Knight  m  Mississippi  who  can  fully  supply  his  place,  it  is 
Sir  Knight  Paxton,  and  we  hereby  extend  to  him  the  right  B®"  of  welcome 
in  advance. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  S.  H.  Beasley,  G.*.  C.*.;  (jr.  Rec.  and  Foreign  Correspondence 
as  before. 


Next  in  alphabetical  order  comes  our  sister  of 

ARKANSAS, 
but  we  regret  to  say  she  has  not  yet  put  in  an  appearance. 


We  have 

CANADA 


for  1879  and  1880,  and  an  examination  of  these  pamphlets  will  well  repay  the 
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student  of  Templar  literature,  as  usual.  The  address  of  Great  Prior  Moore  at 
the  sessioDs  are  documents  of  much  interest  and  historic  value,  and  we  would 
be  glad  to  make  extracts  from  them  for  your  edification  were  it  not  for  the 
forty-page  rule  which  prevents.  The  Great  Priory  seems  to  be  in  debt,  hence, 
as  we  presume,  they  publish  no  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  1880.  In 
that  for  1879,  refering  to  our  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  impropriety  and  bad 
taste  of  bringing  into  Masonic  literature  such  titles  as  Col.,  Lord,  H.  R.  H.,  <&c.. 
Sir  Dartnell  says : 

As  to  the  latter  remarks,  all  such  titles  as  alluded  to,  have  to  be  earned,  and 
are  historic.  These  are  not  bogrus,  as  is  often  the  case  among  our  neighbors,  and 
we  are  not  accustomed  to  have  a  bar-tender  or  circus  clown  address  as  "  Major" 
or  "  General."  A  prefix  of  this  nature  with  us  is  highly  honored,  and  not 
lightly  worn. 

Now  the  simple  fact  that  a  title  has  been  earned  amounts  to  nothing,  as  an 
excuse  for  lugging  it  into  Masonry  or  Templary.  No  matter  how  it  was  secured, 
whether  earned,  stolen,  borrowed,  bought,  or  begged,  it  has  no  business  in 
Masonic  documents  of  any  sort.  In  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  bogus  titles, 
which  he  intimates,  on  our  side  of  the  line,  we  reply  that  we  prefer  our  bogus 
ones,  obtained  as  they  were  without  any  such  questionable  methods  as  are  those 
now  going  on  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  successful 
subjugation  and  enslavement  of  that  handful  of  weak  but  brave  people,  the 
Boers,  will  flood  the  market  with  a  full  stock  of  earned  titles.  Excuse  us — we 
prefer  the  bogus.      Great  Prior  and  Recorder  unchanged. 


CONNECTICUT— 1880. 

Grand  Commander  Chas.  W.  Carter  presented  a  brief  address.  He  touch - 
ingly  alluded  to  the  death  of  Deputy  Grand  Commander  Israel  M.  Bullock, 
who  passed  away  on  the  20th  October,  1879.  Peace  to  his  memory.  Our  f raters 
of  Connecticut  have  our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

Proceedings  local.  Grand  Recorder  Steadman  presented  an  excellent  report 
on  Correspondence,  in  which  Mississippi  receives  fraternal  and  courteous 
notice.  You  have  gathered  our  creed  correctly  so  far  as  you  go,  Sir  Steadman, 
Sir  Chas.  W.  Shiff,  of  New  Haven,  G.'.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


CALIFORNIA— 1880. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  /Vfred  A.  Redding,  G.*.  C.*.,  presented  a  short  but  able  address, 
refering  to  matters  of  local  interest.  .  Proceedings  local.  Money  in  the  Treas- 
ury.   Order  prosperous. 

Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell  submitted  a  voluminous  and  most  excellent  report  on 
Correspondence,  which,  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  is  injected  right  into  the  v^y 
bowels  of  the  printed  proceedings.  He  quotes  largely  from  Sir  Paxton's  address, 
and  our  pamphlets ;  also  from  our  review  for  1879.  We  thank  him  for  his 
flattering  expressions  in  our  behalf,  which  we  highly  prize,  coming  from  sucb 
a  source.    Sir  Caswell,  like  Sir  Pierson  of  Minnesota,  and  Sir  Innes  of  Michi- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


30  Report  on  Foreign  (^rrespondence. 

gan,  is  too  modest — he  gives  us  too  many  clippings  and  too  little  of  himself. 
Pitch  ip,  Sir  Caswell,  and  wherever  you  see  a  head  use  your  shillelah.  We 
are  glad  of  his  endorsement  of  our  suggestion  to  our  Canada  Fraters  in  the 
matter  of  military  and  other  titles.  Bruce  Benjamin  Lee,  R/.  E/.  G.*.  C.';  G/. 
R.*.  same  as  before. 


COLORADO— 1880. 

Fifth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Denver  September  24,  Sir  H.  M.  Orahood, 
G.'.  C.-.;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  G.'.  R.*.  The  address  is  very  short  and  entirely 
local  in  its  references.  Proceedings  local.  No  report  on  Correspondence.  Jas. 
M.  Strickler,  R.'.  E.'.  G.*.  C.'.;  G.'.  R.*.  continued. 


INDIANA— 1880. 

The  address  of  G.*.  C*.  Williams  is  a  short,  but  interesting  document,  con- 
fined to  matters  of  local  interest.  He  issued  a  large  number  of  dispensations, 
and  for  several  purposes,  and  denied  a  request  for  one  authorizing  one  of  his 
Commanderies  to  parade  in  fuss  and  feathers  on  "  Decoration  Day" —  it  not 
being  a  Masonic  occasion.  We  congratulate  Sir  Williams  on  his  excellent 
sense  of  propriety  in  this  matter.  We  take  no  back  seat  in  our  devotion 
to  the  memory  of  the  heroic  dead  of  the  late  war  between  the  sections, 
no  matter  on  which  side  of  the  line  their  homes  may  have  been,  nor  which 
cause  they  fought  for.  They  sealed  their  devotion  with  their  blood,  and  while 
ours  is  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  we  will,  as  a  nation,  and  as  individuals, 
be  unworthy  of  the  blessirigs  we  enjoy,  when  we  neglect  the  last  resting  place 
of  our  brave  soldier  boys.  But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  Templars,  parading 
as  such,  on  "  Decoration  Day,"  are  out  of  place,  and  care  more  for  the  attention 
their  gaudy  uniforms  excite  in  the  multitude  than  for  all  the  dead  soldiers  be- 
neath the  clods  of  the  valley. 

Sir  Williams  makes  fraternal  mention  of  the  illustrious  dead  of  his  own  and 
other  jurisdictions,  and  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  worth  and  memory  of 
each. 

The  Order  in  Indiana  is  in  a  healthy  and  vigorous  state,  both  numerically 
and  financially.  Proceedings  generally  local.  The  Report  on  Correspondence 
is  from  the  practiced  pen  of  Sir  Charles  Crult,  and,  as  usual,  is  above  the  aver- 
age in  merit  and  ability.  He  reviews  the  doings  of  26  Grand  Bodies  in  a  mas- 
terly manner, — Mississippi  for  1879  receiving  due  attention.  He  quotes  approv- 
ingly from  the  address  of  G.*.  C*.  Paxton,  and  gives  a  general  outline  of  all  our 
doings  at  Columbus,  in  1879. 

Sir  Henry  G.  Thayer,  R.*.  E.*.  G.*.  C.*.;  Sir  Jno.  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Re. 
corder ;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Charles  Cruft,  F.'.  C*. 


IOWA— 1880. 
Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  at    Des  Moinep,  Oct.  16.      Horace  S.  Winslow 
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G/.  C.'.,  presiding.  The  G.*.  C.'.'s  address  is  devoted  to  local  affairs,  and  the 
Triennial  Show  at  Chicago.  Under  the  head  of  "  Dispensations/'  he  says  : 
"They  have  been  numerous,  and  include  in  the  list  about  every  purpose  for 
which  they  may  be  granted,  and  yet  time  and  the  occasion  in  each  case  seemed 
to  justify  such  action.*'    Further  along,  and  on  the  same  subject,  he  says : 

Other  dispensations  issued  relate  to  petitions  for  membership,  balloting  there- 
on, election  of  officers  and  their  installation,  permission  to  appear  in  public  on 
various  occasions,  and  kindred  subjects,  a  detailed  report  of  wnich  would  serve 
no  useful  purpose,  and  is  therefore  omitted.  In  each  case  it  may  be  said, 
though,  that  they  have  been,  as  a  rule,  asked  for  sparingly,  and  endeavored  to 
be  granted  with  care  and  prudence. 

We  infer  from  the  above  that  our  R.'.  E.*,  Frater  issued  some  of  these  dispen- 
sations to  his  subordinates  to  strut  around  on  the  glorious  Fourth  and  kindred 
occasions,  and  being  ashamed  of  it,  does  not  specify  them.  We  hope  we  may 
be  in  error  is  this,  and  if  so,  beg  pardon.  Proceedings  short,  and  devoid  of 
general  interest.  Sir  W.  B.  Langridge  submitted  a  short,  but  characteristic, 
ally  good  Report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Mississippi  gets  her  full  share 
of  attention.  We  clip  the  following  from  his  review  of  G.*.  C*.  Erwin's  ad- 
dress : 

Something  new  in  Templarism  took  place  during  the  year,  however.  During 
a  visit  by  the  Grand  Commander  to  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  he  was 
called  on  to  administer  the  "rite  of  Templar  bajptism"  to  the  infant  son  of  a 
Knight  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Encampment  had  so 
far  neglected  its  duties  as  not  to  have  furnished  this,  any  more  than  it  had  the 
"  code  of  mourning  signals  "  so  much  needed.  But  we  quote  his  report  on  the 
subject : 

What  next?  The  Order  mtiat  get  up  another  crusade  against  the  infidel. 

While  satisfied  of  the  purity  of  intention  of  our  G.'.  C*.  in  this  transaction, 
we  cannot  repress  a  sigh  of  regret  that  our  Grand  Commandery,  in  this  in- 
instance,  if  not  in  others,  usurped  the  functions  of  the  church  of  God,  by  em- 
barking in  the  christening  business.  Here  is  what  our  able  reviewer  has  to  say 
about  Sir  Paxton's  maiden  effort  in  the  M.  A.  line  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Past  Grand  Commander 
William  G.  Paxton,  and  covers  twelve  pa^s.  He  does  not  taks  up  the  pro- 
ceedings by  States,  but  limits  himself  to  tne  consideration  of  a  few  special  sub- 
jects, such  as  :  1st,  introductory  ;  2d,  public  parades ;  3d,  colored  Templars  ; 
4th  Grand  Representatives ;  and,  finally,  everything  else  not  included  under 
these  heads.  His  report  is  very  readable,  but  by  no  means  quotable.  He  an- 
swers the  criticisms  of  some  Mutuals,  notably  Sir  Knight  Carson  on  Sir  Knight 
E.  George  DeLap,  of  Mississippi,  who,  as  members  of  the  guild,  rubbed  each 
other's  bunions  rather  roughly  by  showing  that — but  we  will  quote  this,  "in 
the  interest  of  peace  :  " 

"  There  now,  *  let  us  have  peace,'  especially  as  we  have  the  pleasure  of  wel- 
coming the  aforesaid  E.  George  again  to  the  craft  of  the  paste  and  scissors  for 
next  year  in  Mississippi ;  and  now  that  Carson  can  know  that  when  George  roars 
from  beneath  the  lion  skin,  there  is  no  reason  for  the  ladien  to  apprehend  dan- 
ger, we  hope  there  will  be  no  new  bones  broken — though  we  know,  from  vera- 
cious chroniclers,  that  when  gallant  knights  met  in  the  fray  in  old  times,  they 
often  needed  to  '  have  their  wounds  dressed  with  soft  salves.'  " 

.    Now  there  is  nothing  warlike  or  blood-thirsty  in  our  diposition,  and  as  Sir 
Power  very  deliberately  squelched  our  response  to  Sir  Carson  in  our  last  report. 
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we  have  concluded  that  the  game  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  a  second  hunt ; 
hence,  we  are  disposed  to  be  peaceable  until  somebody  knocks  the  chip  off  our 
shoulder,  when,  in  the  expressive  language  of  a  district  attorney  of  the  carpet- 
bag regime  in  this  State,  we  will  "  snatch  the  author  of  the  indignity  from 
whence — yea,  we  will  snatch  him  bald  headed."  Sirs  Langridge  and  Carson's 
long  familiarity  with  the  contents  of  the  lion's  skin,  from  personal  experience, 
should  render  them  impervious  to  fear  of  any  danger  from  that  source.  We  find 
much  to  admire  in  Sir  Langridge's  review,  and  but  little  to  condemn  ;  among 
the  latter  is  his  endorsement  ot  the  egotistical  and  insulting  response  of  Sir 
Dartnell,  of  Canada,  to  our  just  criticisms  of  the  incorporating  of  high  sound- 
ing military  and  other  titles  into  Masonic  documents  or  assemblies.  If  our 
titles  are  "  bogus,"  tjiey  have  the  merit — unlike  those  of  our  neighbors — of  not 
having  been  earned  in  a  crusade  against  the  weak  and  helpless,  and  in  efforts 
to  enlarge  our  own  territory  at  the  sacrifice  of  justice  and  the  rights  of  man. 
Sir  J.  Scott  Jenkins,  R.'.  E.*.  G.*.  C.*.;  Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Recorder, 
as  usual. 


ILLINOIS— 1880. 

A  special  conclave  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  19th,  under  an  edict  of 
the  Grand  Master  G.'.  E.'.,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  Rev.  Clinton  Locke,  D. 
D.,  as  v.*.  E.'.  Grand  Prelate  of  the  G.*.  E.*.,  which  being  accomplished,  the 
Rev.  Prelate  made  a  nice  little  speech,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  was  then 
closed. 

Regular  conclave  October  26,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Morse  presiding.  The  ad- 
dress of  the  G.'.  C.'.  is  quite  voluminous,  well  written  and  an  interesting  paper. 
From  his  decisions  we  clip  the  following : 

It  is  not  essential  that  the  report  (of  a  committee)  shall  be  unanimous,  but 
all  must  report. 

This  may  be  the  law  in  Illinois,  but  if  so  it  is  a  quaint  one.  Suppose  one  of 
the  committee  should  die  in  vacation,  how  is  he  going  to  report?  Seems  to  us 
that  a  majority  report  would  answer  all  ordinary  demands,  and  that  the  other 
fellow  might  be  allowed  to  report  or  not,  as  the  notion  strikes  him.  Decision 
overruled  by  Grand  Commandery. 

Much  space  is  occupied  by  the  various  matters  incident  to  the  Triennial 
Conclave,  which  is  a  subject  in  which  we  do  not  feel  interested  to  any  alarming 
extent.  If  that  Body  had,  at  its  session  in  August  last  adjourned  sine  dte,  we 
would  have  gladly  noted  the  fact  and  congratulated  all  lovers  of  a  pure  mor- 
ality, and  all  opponents  of  excrescences,  upon  the  event.  The  Order  is  prosper, 
perous  in  this  State — morally,  financially  and  numerically 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  that  prince  of  good 
fellows,  Sir  Theo.  T.  Gumey,  alias  "  Hiram,"  and  is  fully  up  to  his  standard  of 
excellence,  which  is  saying  all  that  can  be  said  in  praise  of  it.  Sir  Theodore 
is  fully  alive  to  the  fact,  patent  to  all  observing  minds,  that  our  Order  is  grad- 
ually drifting  away  from  its  fundamental  principles  of  a  pure  morality  and  the 
practice  of  Christian  virtues,  and  makes  some  eloquent  and  earnest  appeals  for 
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a  return  to  the  original  tenets  and  teachings  of  the  Institution.  The  following 
which  we  clip  from  his  review  of  California,  is  eminently  worthy  of  your  care- 
ful consideration : 

Thinking  men  of  this  active  age  have  but  little  respect  for  the  antiquity  of 
organizations.  If  they  have  nothing  else  but  their  age  to  commend  them  thev 
do  not  attract  the  sympathy  of  those  who  are  regardful  of  man's  needs.  Life 
is  too  short  for  this.  The  foundations  of  the  Temple  are  perfect,  and  if  we  respect 
them,  there  will  never  arise  a  necessity  for  an  exhibition  of  folly  in  justifying 
our  perpetuity,  because  of  our  origin.  The  Orders  of  Knighthood  originated 
in  the  defence  of  the  Christian  religion.  This  is  yet  the  central  thought  of  the 
institution,  and  although  tlie  carnal  weapons  of  warfare  are  superceded  by  the 
spiritual  and  mystical,  nevertheless  the  contest  demands  the  same  unflinching 
fortitude  that  stimulated  the  warriors  of  the  temple.  We  have  heretofore 
talked  upon  this  subject  so  much  that  our  readers  may  tire  of  the  topic,  but 
if  we  will  only  keep  in  mind  that  the  Institution  will  be  respected,  or  its 
existence  depreciated  in  the  same  ratio  that  our  lives  are  in  accord  with  our 
professions,  we  shall  never  be  under  the  humiliating  necessity  of  appealing  to 
either  dress  or  prolonged  existence  for  commendation. 

Sir  Gurney,  while  opposed  to  the  G.*.  E.*.  as  now  conducted,  that  is  as  a  Tri- 
ennial Show,  and  Blow-out,  is  yet  in  favor  of  a  Supreme  Body  for  the  good  of 
the  Order,  with  a  disposition  to  not  only  enact  laws,  but  to  define  and  enforce 
them.  But  unfortunately,  with  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the  G.*. 
E.'.,  the  enactment  of  wise  and  judicious  rules  for  the  good  of  the  Order, is 
apparently  the  last  thing  thought  of  on  those  occasions. 

If  some  centralizer  can  imagine  any  new  method  of  interfering  with  or  cur- 
tailing in  any  manner  the  few  remaining  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  subor- 
dinate Commanderies,  he  finds  no  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  support  to 
attain  his  end.  We  know  that  some  of  our  purest  and  best  men  are  members 
of  and  are  usually  present  at  the  Triennial  Conclave,  but  thus  far  in  the  his- 
tory of  that  body  have  been  unable  to  do  anything  of  real  and  substantial  ben- 
efit to  the  Order.  This  result  is  no  fault  of  theirs,  but  is  of  others  who  are 
likewise  members  and  whose  prime  and  only  use  for  the  G.*.  E.*.  is  in  so  far  as 
it  enables  them,  or  their  friends,  to  obtain  places  of  honor  an4  dignity  as  its 
officers.  A  secondary  consideration  with  these  is  the  opportunity  aflforded 
them  to  make  and  assist  in  making  a  big  display  on  the  streets  and  around  the 
social  jug.  In  order  to  make  the  G.*.  E.*.  a  useful  appendage  to  the  Order  it 
will  be  necessary  to  divest  it  of  all  its  present  pomp  and  parade  and  let  it  be 
understood  among  its  members  that  it  meets  for  htisinesSy  not  pleasure;  to  legis- 
late for  the  good  of  the  Order  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Templars 
of  the  country  a  chance  to  raise  h — 1  and  disgrace  themselves  and  the  institu- 
tion. When  this  plan  shall  be  adopted,  then,  and  not  before,  will  the  G.*.  E.'. 
have  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  its  necessity  and  the  beneficial  results  to 
the  Order  from  its  existence.  Whether  it  will  ever  arrive  at  this  point  we  can- 
not say  certainly,  but  doubt  it. 

Sir  Gurney  devotes  several  pages  of  his  admirable  report  to  Mississippi. 
Quotes  freely  from  Sir  Paxton's  address  and  our  minutes,  and  expresses  in  his 
own  peculiarly  pleasant  manner  his  sympathy  with  us  in  our  great  afiliction 
and  his  fraternal  regard  for  his  fraters  of  Mississippi.  All  of  which  we  appre- 
ciate fully.  He  speaks  very  flatteringly  of  our  former  effort  in  this  line,  and 
evidently  endorses  our  views  on  many  subjects.  Among  them  our  unqualified 
opposition  to  the  presence  or  use  of  wines  or  liquors  of  any  sort  in  a  Templars 
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Asylum  or  banquet  hall.  We  feel  grateful  for  his  kind  words,  and  glad  that 
our  feeble  efforts  in  behalf  of  a  purer  morality  and  a  course  of  conduct  in  our 
members  more  in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order, 
receives  the  endorsement  and  support  of  one  so  eminently  qualified  to  do  the 
subject  justice,  both  in  his  own  life  and  by  the  use  of  his  eloquent  pen.  It 
would  be  a  genuine  pleasure  to  us  to  meet  Sir  Gurney  and  to  know  him  per- 
sonally, and  hope  some  day  to  have  that  privilege. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  Carson  Smith,  of  Chicago,  is  G.*.  C.*.,  and  E.'.  Sir  Gilbert 
W.  Barnard,  of  same  place,  is  Grand  Recorder.  Sir  Gurney  still  retains  the 
folio  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 


KENTUCKY-1880. 

Thirty-third  Annual  Conclave  held  in  Louisville,  May  1*2.  Sir  Wm.  Ryan, 
R.'.  E.'.  G.'.  C*.  Opening  scenes  interspersed  with  sundry  speeches — of  wel- 
come, fraternal  and  courteous  greeting,  etc.  The  Grand  Commander^s  address 
is  a  readable  paper,  but  devoted  to  local  affairs  mostly.  He  decides  that  a 
subordinate  Commandery  cannot  confer  the  Orders  upon  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel without  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  and  that  the 
Commandery  cannot  donate  this  amount  back  to  the  preacher,  or  any  part  of 
it,  etc.,  etc.  "While  thfs  decision  is  exactly  in  accord  with  the  Code  of  Statutes 
of  the  G.*.  E.*.  Humbug,  yet  we  have  always  felt  like  paying  no  attention  to 
it,  simply  because  when  that  body  attempts  to  enact  laws  for  the  regulation  of 
the  domestic  economy  of  subordinate  Commanderies,  not  chartered  by  it  di- 
rectly, it  is  operating  outside  of  its  legitimate  sphere,  and  its  fulminations  on 
that  and  kindred  subjects,  together  with  their  authors,  should  be  treated  with 
the  utmost  contempt.  By  what  right,  moral  or  otherwise,  does  this  Triennial 
excrescence  upon  the  body  of  Templary,  asF>ume  to  dictate  what  disposition  a 
State  subordinate  Commandery  shall  make  of  the  funds  in  its  treasury? 
What  principle  of  the  Order  is  exemplified  in  this  crusade  against  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Gospel  of  Christ?  If  some  political  dead-beat,  sot,  wire-puller,  or 
what  not,  should  happen  along  in  an  impecunious  condition,  the  Commandery 
is  not  restrained  by  an  edict  of  theG.*.  E.*.  from  contributing  to  his  necessities, 
but  let  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  poor  as  his  Divine  Master,  and  as  zealous  and 
faithful  in  His  service  as  was  St.  Paul,  a  R.*.  A.*.  M.'.  in  good  standing,  apply 
for  the  orders  of  Christian  Knighthood,  which  his  Companions  of  the  Com- 
mandery are  willing  to  give  him  free  gratis,  in  steps  that  monument  of  pure 
and  unadulterated  cussedness  and  cries,  "hold!  you  cannot  and  shall  not, either 
directly  on  indirectly,"  and  there's  an  end  of  it.  Whatever  necessity  there 
may  be  for  this  supreme  body,  and  we  know  of  none,  one  thing  is  certain,  and 
that  is,  that  properly  she  has  no  right  to  say  or  enact  aught  in  regard  to  the 
domestic  economy  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies  not  chartered  by  it. 

Our  fraters  of  Kentucky  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  Masonic  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  Home  of  that  State,  and  we  commend  their  example  to  your  careful 
consideration  on  behalf  of  your  own  helpless  ones  in  the  Natchez  Asylum. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  prosperous.  Sir  Chas  R.  Woodruflf  presented  an 
extended  and  excellent  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  pro- 
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ceedingfl  of  most  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  Mississippi  for  1879  getting  due 
and  courteous  notice.  He  quotes  largely  from  Sir  Power's  Epidemic  Report, 
and  G.'.  C*.  Paxton*s  address,  also  from  the  minutes.  In  introducing  our 
report  Sir  Woodruff  says : 

The  report  is  very  carefully  written,  again  by  P.*.  G.\  C*.  E.  Geo.  DeLap, 
occasionally  revised,  it  appears,  by  the  kindest  and  truest  of  Grand  Recorders^ 

Italics  ours.  Referring  to  the  above  we  desire  to  say  to  Sir  Charles  that  the 
report  as  it  stands  is  our  own  work — the  revision  of  Sir  Power  consisting  en- 
tirely in  a  chopping-out  proceFs,  wherever  we  talked  saucy  and  reared  around 
considerable.  Sir  Power  revised  by  striking  off  our  billious  eruptions,  and  in- 
serting appropriate  texts  of  Scripture,  for  instance,  **Blessed  are  the  peace- 
makers," etc.  We  beg  to  assure  Sir  Woodruff,  and  also  Sir  Mayo  of  Missouri, 
that  we  don*t  attach  our  Jno.  Hanoock  to  anybody's  literary  productions  and 
publish  them  as  our  own.  Sir  Knight  W.  gets  up  a  good  report,  but  it  would 
be  better  if  he  would  let  us  have  a  little  more  Woodruff  and  a  little  less  scis- 
sors and  paste. 

Sir  D.  Vertner  Johnson,  of  Lexington,  is  G.*.  C*.  Grand  Recorder  and  For- 
eign Correspondence  continued. 


KANSAS— 1880. 

Twelfth  Annual  Conclave  at  Ottawa,  May  11th.  R/.  E.*.  Edwin  D.  Hillyer, 
G.*.  C.*.,  E.'.  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  is  short,  but 
well  written  and  devoted  exclusively  to  local  affairs.  He  recommends  the  re- 
consideration of  the  action  of  last  Conclave  dispensing  with  the  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence Report,  and  urges  the  utility  and  desirability  of  said  report.  The 
resolution  was  repealed  ;  hence  we  may  expect  another  report  from  Kansas, 
sometime.  There  is  none  this  year.  Proceedings  local.  Sir  Dwight  Byington, 
G.'.  C.'.,  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


LOUISIANA— 1880. 

Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  New  Orleans,  February  13th.  Sir  Ed. 
Baker,  G.*.  C.'.,  Richard  Lambert,  P.*.  G.-.C.'.,  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  the  shortest  we  have  ever  seen,  but  what 
there  is  of  it  is  sound  sense  and  excellent  reading.  He  decides  in  effect  that 
suspension  in  the  Chapter  does  not  affect  good  standing  in  the  Comraandery, 
a  decision  in  which  we  cannot  concur.  If  the  possession  of  the  Chapter  de- 
grees is  a  prerequisite  to  the  taking  of  the  orders  of  Knighthood,  as  it  un- 
doubtedly is  in  every  Commandery,  then  suspension  in  a  Chapter  should  oper- 
ate to  the  exclusion  of  the  suspended  from  his  Commandery.  Suspension  in  a 
Commandery  does  not,  and  ought  not  to  affect  the  standing  of  the  suspended 
member  in  either  the  I<odge  or  Chapter,  as  they  are,  technically  speaking,  lower 
bodies,  and  are  not  cognizant  of  whal  takes  place  above  them  ;  but  all  this  is 
reversed  when  the  suspension  is  in  the  lower  Orders  and  its  effect  extends  to  all 
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above  but  to  none  below  it.    Proceedings  local.    No  report  on  Foreign  CorrcH- 
pondence.    Sir  A.  W.  Hyatt,  O.*.  C*. ;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


MINNESOTA— 1880. 

Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Faribault,  June  14th.  Sir  Wm.  C.  Wil- 
leston,  R.'.  E.*.  G.'.  C*.  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder,  The  address 
of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  well  written  document,  devoted  entirely 
to  local  affairs.  Proceedings  local.  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  presented  an  A  No.  1 
report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  we  find  more  of  Pierson  ihan  usual,  per 
consequence  the  review  is  much  ahead  of  its  predecessors.  Under  the  head  of 
Canada,  and  referring  to  Sir  Dartnell's  fling  at  American  titles.  Sir  P.  says: 
"If  we  were  permitted  to  have  a  say,  we  would  remark,  guess  that  hit  at  'our 
neighbors*  is  deserved."  As  we  are  permitted  to  have  a  say,  we  remark  that  it, 
the  fling,  is  not  only  not  deserved,  but  is  iu  exceedingly  bad  taste  coming  from 
a  subject  of  Great  Britain.  If  that  country  had  at  any  time  within  the  last 
hundred  and  odd  years  been  engaged  in  any  war  in  which  right  and  justice 
was  on  her  side,  we  have  to  learn  which  or  when.  As  to  the  hereditary  titles 
and  "sich,"  we  care  not  for  them. 

Sir  Pierson  pays  Misnissippi  the  compliment  of  large  selections  from  G.'. 
C*.  Paxton's  address,  Sir  Power*s  report,  the  minutes  and  our  report  for  that 
year.  We  are  glad  of  his  endorsement  of  our  views  on  the  temperance  ques- 
tion. We  beg  leave  to  differ  with  him  in  regard  to  his  reports  being  prepared 
for  the  Craft  in  his  own  State.  That  is  true  only  in  a  measure,  and  if  so  en- 
tirely, he  ought  not  to  be  content  with  performing  only  his  duty,  but  should 
supplement  that  by  letting  the  balance  of  the  world,  as  well  as  Minnesota, 
know  his  views  on  these  matters.  Come  out  of  your  shell.  Sir  P.,  and  let  the 
light  of  your  wisdom  shine  upon  this  benighted  portion  of  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard. 

(r.\  C*.  and  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


MAINE— 1880. 

Twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Portland,  May  5th.  Sir  Josiah  H. 
Drummond,  G.*.  C.'. ;  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Recorder.  The  G.'.  C*.  discusses  sun- 
dry subjects  in  his  usual  clear  and  forcible  manner — among  others  the  necessity 
or  otherwise  of  a  belief  in  the  Trinity,  which  is  engaging  the  attention  of  our 
Canada  friends.  Our  own  opinion  is  that  it  will  be  to  our  interest  to  let  our 
present  rules  and  customs  in  these  matters  alone.  Our  system  is  not  dependent 
on  the  recognition  or  endorsement  of  the  Priories  of  Canada  or  England  for  its 
perpetuity  or  prosperity,  and  we  can  see  no  necessity  or  utility  in  making  any 
change  to  accord  with  their  hifalutin  notions  and  ideas.  We  have  no  doubt  it 
would  be  very  gratifying  to  them  to  have  us  adopt  their  entire  programme  and 
also  swallow  His  R.  H.,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  the  head  center  of  the  United 
Order.     Doubtless  there  are  among  us  some  toadies  who  can  see  nothing  good 
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in  anything  not  imported,  and  who  would  consider  themselves  honored  by  be- 
ing allowed  the  privilege  of  backing  out  of  a  Masonic  or  Templar  body  be- 
cause some  member  of  the  royal  family  of  England  was  present.  Happily 
these  lunatics  are  in  the  minority,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  so  remain. 

We  find  nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  proceedings.  Sir  Stephen  Berry 
presented  a  characteristically  good  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  in  a 
masterly  manner  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies.  Mis- 
sissippi for  1879  included.  He  quotes  fully  from  G.'.  C*.  Paxton's  address,  our 
minutes  and  also  enough  from  our  report  to  enable  him  to  pay  us  a  left-handed 
compliment.    Here  him — 

Of  parades,  he  says  : 

"The  religion  which  the  Order  is  said  to  have  been  organized  to  defend,  and 
which  is,  also,  claimed  as  the  basis  upon  which  the  Institution  rests,  is,  if  we 
ripfhtly  understand  it,  directly  and  emphatically  opposed  to  the  pomp  and  van- 
ities of  the  world,  as  tending  to  quench  the  spirit  of  meekness  and  humility 
which  are  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  soldiers  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  To 
say  that  there  is  any  patriotic  or  christian  motive  in  the  desire  for  these  parades 
is  simply  absurd.  Take  away  the  brilliant  uniform  and  substitute  for  it  the 
garb  of  poverty  and  humility,  and  you  will  never  be  troubled  with  requests  for 
permission  to  parade.'' 

Take  away  the  ornamental  and  reduce  it  to  a  poor  and  humble  society  of 
religious  nurses,  and  there  would  not  long  be  a  Templar  Order. 

"One  liule  nigger  boy  diving  for  a  penny, 
A  big  fish  swallowed  him,  then  there  wasn't  any." 

In  his  review  of  Maine,  he  censures  the  granting  a  dispensation  to  Portland 
Commandery  to  parade  on  the  4th  of  July.  If  he  will  look  again  he  will  see 
that  it  was  a  celebration  of  St.  John's  Day.  There  was  a  dispensation  granted 
to  another  Commandery  to  attend  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  a  neighboring 
town  which  was  celebrated  on  the  4th  of  July,  but  that  was  somewhat  different 
from  ordinary  patriotic  celebrations. 

He  further  says  that  your  chairman,  in  defending  parades,  "is  wrong,  and  be 
feels  and  knows  it,  and  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  it." 

Standing  at  the  moral  altitude  from  which  Sir  Knight  DeLap  wishes  us  to 
regard  it,  we  own  with  humility,  that  we  should  be  ashamed  ;  but  we  find  that 
practically  man  does  not  reach  the  necessary  elevation;  traits  of  vanity  ob- 
scure his  humility,  greed  dilutes  his  charity,  and  self-indulgence  tempers  his 
devotion  ;  yet^  perhaps  he  is  the  more  likable  for  his  weakness.  It  is  the  poi- 
sonous fusil  oil  which  gives  the  fine  flavor  to  old  whiskey,  and  we  have  noticed 
that  perfect  men  are  not  agreeable.  These  social  features  which  make  our 
Order  so  attractive  have  been  practiced  by  it  ever  since  its  first  institution  in 
this  country,  and  it  will  be  judicious  to  keep  on  just  about  the  same. 

Take  away  the  ritual  and  teachings  of  the  Order,  and  let  it  be  known  as  a 
fancy  military  organization  and  social  club,  and  then  you  will  have  the  merit 
of  not  being  hypocrites.  It  is  barely  possible  that  we  made  the  mistake  claimed, 
but  not  our  protest  against  4th  of  July  and  kindred  Templar  holidays.  Sir 
Stephen  is  unjust  and  ungenerous  in  his  insinuations  of  any  claim  by  us  to 
perfection,  or  of  a  moral  or  religious  superiority  above  our  fellows.  We  sim- 
ply take  the  Orders  as  we  find  them,  and  as  they  profess  to  be,  and  from  that 
stand-point  we  judge  of  the  traits  and  characteristics  that  should  distinguish 
Christian  Knights.  Sir  Stephen  gets  up  a  good  report,  and  barring  his  unor- 
thodox notions  on  the  latitude  that  should  be  allowed  to  Templars  in  the  mat- 
ter of  intemperance  and  parades,  he  is  all  right. 
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John  Bird,  of  Rockland,  is  R.*.  E.*.  G.\  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Sir  Stephen 
continued. 


MICHIGAN— 1880. 

Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Detroit,  May  11,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Frank 
Henderson  presiding;  R.*.E.'.P.*.G.*.C.'.  Innes,  Grand  Recorder.  A  full  delegation- 
Almost  the  first  thing  we  find  in  the  G.*.  C.'.'s  address  is  a  report  of  dispensa- 
tions which  he  introduces  in  these  words : 

I  have,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  granted  the  following  special  dispen- 
sations :  May  18th,  to  Genessee  Valley  Commandery,  No.  15,  to  parade  in  full 
uniform  on  "  Decoration  Day."  Same  authority  to  Jackson  Commandery,  No. 
9.  May  28th,  to  Port  Huron  Commandery,  No.  7,  to  appear  in  public  at  such 
times  during  the  year,  as  the  E.'.  C.'.  might  deem  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 
June  14tK,  to  Lexington,  No.  4,  and  Coruna,  No.  21,  to  take  part  in  Fourth  of 
July  processions. 

Quite  a  chapter  of  special  dispensations  authorizing  our  fraters  of  Michigan 
to  show  off*  their  good  clothes  on  very  questionable  Templar  occasions.  We 
move  to  amend  the  G.'.  C.'.'s  preamble,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  good,"  and 
inserting  "  indifferent."  There  can  be  found  no  good  reason  for  this  practice- 
Not  all  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  could  make  us  believe  for  a  moment  that 
a  pure  patriotism  or  a  holy  veneration  of  and  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
nation's  dead  had  in  this  instance,  ever  had  in  any  instance,  or  ever  will  have 
anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  desire  to  appear  in  public  on  these  occasions^ 
in  the  uniform  of  Templars.  It  is  too  transparent  to  fool  anybody.  The  best 
evidence  of  appreciation  that  could  be  given  to  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  both 
living  and  dead,  would  be,  as  regards  the  former,  by  letting  them  understand  that 
the  nation  and  the  people  composing  it  consider  themselves  as  indebted  to  them 
for  the  pari  they  acted  in  that  war,  and  to  endeavor  as  much  as  might  be  to 
make  the  remaining  years  of  their  lives  free  from  the  cares  and  annoyances  in- 
cident to  limited  means  and  straitened  circumstances;  and  as  regards  the  lat- 
ter, by  a  kind  attention  to  the  loved  ones  left  behind  without  means  and  de- 
pendent upon  a  thousand  contingencies,  and  among  them,  sometimes,  the  cold 
charities  of  the  world,  for  their  daily  bread.  Gush,  sentiment  and  bombast  cost 
nothing,  and,  as  the  recipients  are  dead,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  answer 
the  purpose  as  well  as  more  substantial  evidences  of  appreciation  would  ;  at  all 
events,  they  will  not  complain.  The  fact  that  in  the  late  unpleasantness  we 
carried  a  U.  S.  musket  and  wore  Uncle  Sam's  clothes,  entitles  us  to  speak  our 
mind  freely  on  these  subjects,  and  we  propose  to  do  it. 

We  find  nothing  further  in  the  address  with  which  to  find  fault,  but  much 
to  praise.  Much  space  is  devoted  to  tributes  of  respect  to  the  valiant  and 
magnanimous  dead.  May  they  rest  in  peace  until  the  morning  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  afterwards  be  received  into  the  land  of  rest.  Proceedings  local. 
Order  prosperous.     Finances  healthy. 

The  Report-  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  the  production  of  the  pen 
and  scissors  of  Sir  W.  P.  Innes — the  scissors  doing  much  the  largest  share  of 
the  work.  In  a  former  report  we  protested  against  Sir  Innes  hiding  his  light 
under  a  hogshead,  to  which  he  responds  by  saying  that  he  hasn't  even  a  '*tal- 
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low  dip,"  in  comparison  (o  the  locomotive  head-light  of  the  others,  which  is  all 
bosh.  From  the  little  of  "  Innes  V  that  gets  into  his  report,  we  are  fully  satis- 
isfied  that  he  could  furnish  the  M.  A.  Society  with  an  electric  light  of  at  least 
twenty  thouand  tallow-dip  capacity.  We  beg  to  invite  Sir  Innes'  attention  to 
the  parable  of  our  Lord  in  reference  to  the  use  of  talents.  We  know  he 
often  in  his  reviews  comes  across  doings  and  utterances  which  his  better  judg- 
ment condemns,  and  it  is  his  duty,  as  we  conceive  it  to  be  our3,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, to  speak  out  in  meeting.  Approve  the  right — condemn  the  wrong. 
We  can  imagine  the  characteristics  of  Sir  Innes,  and  would  judge  him  to  be 
one  of  the  most  amiable  of  men.  So  kindly  considerate  of  the  feelings  of 
others  as  to  prevent  the -expression  of  his  own  views  in  opposition  to  theirs — in 
fact,  a  man  without  enemies,  because  without  guile — a  character  in  this  latter 
regard  more  like  that  of  the  Master  than  we  often  see.  He  devotes  ten  pages  of 
his  report  to  extracts  from  G.'.  C.'.  Paxton's  address,  (which  he  copies  almost 
entire)  the  minutes  and  our  report  for  1879.  He  speaks  kindly,  as  is  jiis  wont, 
of  ns  and  Mississippi,  for  which  we  thank  him  much.  We  copy  his  closing, 
which  shows  the  calibre  of  our  friend,  and  is 

"  A  gem  of  purest  ray  serene." 

We  can  scarcely  realize  that  Time,  relentless  in  his  march,  has  made  another 
circuit,  but  the  good  old  sentinel  rouses  us  from  our  pleasant  review,  remind- 
ing us  of  his  presence,  and  reluctantly  we  close  our  books,  and  place  his  seal 
on  the  records.  Hours  of  labor  and  enjoyment  have  been  spent  in  mental  con- 
verse and  deliberation  with  our  sister  Jurisdictions,  and  the  manv  intelligent 
ideas  and  emanations  from  brightest  minds,  have  brought  to  us  volumes  of  in- 
formation and  untold  pleasure.  Through  this  medium,  heart  speaks  to  heart ; 
and  man  divested  of  all  selfish  motives,  advances  in  his  purest  manhood  the 
sound  opinions  which  often  weigh  down  the  balance.  Diti  we  not  pause  and 
look  back  upon  the  various  mile-stones  in  our  year's  journey,  we  might  count 
our  time  lost;  so  let  us  together  traverse  the  fields  of  the  twelve  months,  and 
in  retrospect  pass  over  the  smooth  places  and  the  stumbling  blocks.  True  to 
life,  the  year  has  been  fraught  with  sadness  as  well  as  joy,  but  to  us  individually, 
and  as  a  Body,  blessings  have  come  to  us  when  blessings  were  deserved.  No 
discords  have  occurred  to  mar  the  daily  increasing  fraternal  feelings  ;  and  the 
slight  misunderstandings  that  have 'for  a  moment  clouded  us,  have  passed  over 
as  quickly  as  an  April  shower;  and  as  the  storms  of  Spring  but  serve  to  bring 
beautiful  flowers,  so  our  tears  of  regret  have  nourished  and  brought  to  perfec- 
tion the  exotics  of  unity  and  understanding.  Sorrow  and  death  have  invaded 
our  ranks  but  seldom,  and  in  looking  around  us  for  smiles  of  recognition  from 
those  with  whom  we  met  in  Conclave  one  short  year  ago,  but  few  vacant  places 
answer  our  search.  Michigan  has  been  specially  favored,  and  we  bow  our 
heads  in  silent  thankfulness  to  the  "  Great  Captain  of  our  Salvation. 

In  our  gratitude  for  those  who  with  us  cluster  round  the  Lighted  Triangle 
to-day,  let  us  not  be  unmindful  of  the  roll-call  which  fails  to  meet  response; 
and  for  those  whose  presence  we  miss,  and  whose  loved  and  cherished  forms 
are  with  us  no  longer,  we  drop  a  silent  tear.  The  remembrance  of  those  noble 
co-workers,  who  have  been  removed  to  kneel  round  the  "  Great  White  Throne," 
is  as  a  pearl  in  our  memory,  and  their  wise  counsels  are  written  in  letters  of 
gold  in  our  hearts. 

May  the  recollection  of  these  pure,  consistent  lives,  which  reached  up  very  near 
perfection,  and  the  remembcrance  of  their  virtues  and  bright  examples,  incite 
us  to  all  that  is  ennobling  and  true,  so  that  when  we  are  called  upon  to  sheathe 
our  swords,  we  may  pass  over  the  stream  as  fearlessly  as  they,  and  like  them, 
leave  to  those  who  are  walking  side  by  side  with  us,  the  star  of  memory  which 
never  sets. 
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In  our  HcliifihneRs  let  us  not  forget  our  Sif*ter  JuriKdictions  whose  forms  are 
bent  in  sorrow  for  treasured  absent  ones.  Ciladly  would  we  extend  our  sympa- 
thies; and  with  language  "whose  every  word  holds  the  weight  of  a  tear,"  ex- 
press in  a  very  inadequate  manner  the  gi  ief  we  feel  for  them. 

Valiant  Sir*  Knights  are  sincerely  mourned  throughout  the  several  Jurisdic- 
tions, and  Michigan  extends  to  all  who  are  mourning  '*  for  those  who  are  not" 
her  sincere  condolence. 

The  bright  tapers  around  the  Triangle  cannot  well  be  extinguished  without 
a  perceptible  waning  of  the  light  throughout  the  ranks;  and  "jewels  in  the 
Master's  diadem"  are  our  heart's  mourned  and  dearest  treasures. 

The  present  year  is  to  be  one  of  great  importance  and  pleasure  to  us  all.  Anti- 
cipation holds  before  our  \ery  eyes  the  enjoyment  in  store  for  us;  and  in  fancy 
we  can  picture  delightful  hand-shakes  ancl  greetings  from  each  member  of  our 
sacred  Order;  from  the  balmy  land  of  the  magnolia  to  the  country  of  the 
icebergs — from  the  mile  shores  of  the  PaciBc  to  the  enterprising  shores  of  tne 
Atlantic,  numbers  will  welcome  us  ;  and  the  interchange  of  thoughts  and  greet- 
ings will  serve 'as  "bands  of  triple  brass." 

Knights  who  have  been  separated  for  year^,  will  meet  to  renew  their  obliga- 
tions ;  strange  faces  will  greet  us;  fraters  whose  names  are  unknown,  but  whose 
hearts  are  cemented  by  the  the  firmest  ties  of  brotherhood,  will  blend  their 
voices,  and  breathe  in  unison  the  only  name  that  is  a  harbinger  of  peace  to 
our  lives  and  our  souls. 

New  faces  fill  the  place  of  absent  ones.  Our  Corson,  our  Richardson,  our 
Welch,  our  Wheeler,  our  Walter,  our  Trrus,  our  Hazelrioo,  our  Wor- 
SHABf,  our  Dame  and  others  are  with  us  no  more.  In  joyful  expectancy  we 
had  hoped  for  their  beloved  presence ;  for  life,  to  many  of  them,  seemed  just 
budding  with  promise.  But  the  mandate  was  sent  forth  on  the  very  eve  of  our 
enjoyment,  and  to-day  our  mirth  is  clouded  for  the  hearts  that  are  silent. 

Repress  not  the  rising  tear ;  for  the  sod  that  covers  their  stilled  hearts  rests 
on  men  as  noble,  as  true,  and  as  saintly  as  ever  led  the  Templar  line.  In  the 
cause  of  right  against  oppression,  their  swords  were  the  first  to  be  wielded  ;  in 
wrong  or  in  vice,  their  voices  were  first  upraised  to  suppress.  Want  and  des- 
titution ever  found  its  way  to  their  hearts ;  the  sick,  the  suffering  and 
the  down-trodden  met  a  ready  response  from  them  ;  the  wailing  of  distress, 
theories  of  the  orphan,  and  the  pleading  of  the  widow,  by  their  gentle  help,  were 
hushed. 

Such  Sir  Knights  deserve  our  tears ;  were  they  forced  back,  we  should  be 
guilty  of  treason  to  their  love  and  memory. 

Hallowed  be  their  recollection,  ever  dear  their  memories,  ever  sacred  their 
blessed  influence. 

May  the  year  just  opening  prove  more  than  ordinarily  prosperous  in  our 
Jurisdiction.  May  each  one  realize  that  the  good  of  the  Order  depends  upon 
the  individual  eflforts  of  each,  and  strive  to  make  our  lives  such  an  honor  to 
the  record,  that  we  will  be  glad  and  proud  to  contribute  our  mite. 

The  year  is  gone.  Lay  it  away  with  the  others  that  are  indelibly  imprinted 
on  the  imperishable  scroll  of  memory. 

"  The  past  is  gone — to-morrow  is  thy  God's  : 
To-day  is  thine;  clasp  close  the  golden  treasure." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  P.  Innes,  p.  G.  C, 

For  Committee. 

R.-.  E  •.  Sir  Wm.  H.  Wilson,  G.'.  C..,  G.'.  R.'.  and  F.-.  C.'.  continued. 


MARYLAND— 1880. 


Special  Conclave  at  Baltimore  March  29,  for  the  purpose  of  installing  offi- 
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cers  elect  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  which  beingdone  the  Coramandery 
was  closed. 

Tenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  same  place  May  12,  Sir  Ferdinand  Jaraes  S. 
Gorgaa,  R/.  E/.  O.'.  Commander,  presiding ;  Sir  Chas.  Thomas  Cisco,  Grand 
Recorder.  There  is  nothing  small  about  our  Maryland  f raters,  not  even  their 
names.  The  address,  in  spite  its  author*s  name,  is  short,  but  is  a  well  written 
document,  devoted  to  local  matters.  He  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  Knightly 
dead  of  his  own  and  sister  Jurisdictions.  He  objects  to  undue  solicitation  of 
R.*.  A.*,  and  other  Masons  to  join  the  Order  and  fuluminated  General  Order 
No.  1  against  the  practice.  We  are  not  exactly  clear  as  to  what  constitutes 
"  undue  solicitation,"  but  if  it  means  to  grab  a  R.*.  A.*.  Mason  by  the  hair  of 
his  head  and  bring  him  into  the  Asylum,  at  the  same  time  picking  his  pockets 
of  the  required  fee,  then  we  object ;  but  we  are  not  opposed  to  any  other  and 
more  courteous  method  of  proselytism.  If  the  Order  is  never  ruined  until  it  is 
accomplished  by  "  undue  solicitation"  of  R.*.  A.*.  Masons  to  join  it,  it  has  an 
eternal  lease  of  life,  in  our  opinion. 

Order  vigorous  and  healthy.  Proceedings  local.  The  report  on  Correspond- 
ence is  by  a  new  hand  at  the  bellows.  Sir  Wm.  Tell  Adreon,  and  reviews  the 
doings  of  26  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1879  receiving  due  attention.  Sir 
Adreon  gets  up  an  admirable  report  for  an  amateur.  We  should  be  glad  to 
incorporate  some  of  his  ideas  into  ours,  but  space  forbids.  Sir  Geo.  Ross 
Coffroth  is  R.*.  E.*.  G.".  C.*;  Recorder  and  F.*.  C.'.  continued. 


MISSOURI— 1880. 

Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  St.  Louis  May  4,  R.*.  E.*.  C.  J.  Atkins, 
G.*.  C.*.,  presiding  ;  E.'.  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder.  In  the  list  of  Grand 
OflBcers  in  the  Grand  Generalissimo's  line,  we  find  a  black  dash — simple  in  it- 
self, but  indicating  in  the  plainest  terms  that  the  one  whose  name  belonged 
there  in  life  had  crossed  the  Jordan  of  death  and  entered  upon  the  realities  of 
eternity.  Peace  to  the  ashes  and  memory  of  E.*.  Jno.  B.  Maude.  Death  has 
been  busy  among  our  fraters  of  Missouri  during  the  past  year,  and  much  of 
the  Grand  Commander's  address  is  devoted  to  the  memory  of  the  valiant  dead. 
W^e  tender  the  bereaved  ones  our  hearty  sympathy. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  by  the  G.'.  C*.  we  find  one  to  Paschal  Com- 
mandery  U.  D.  to  appear  in  public  for  the  purpose  of  attending  a  Church  Fair! 
This  may  be  a  Masonic  or  Templar  occasion  in  Missouri,  and  if  so  we  have 
nothing  to  say ;  but  it  strikes  us  as  being  a  singular  one  for  Templars  to 
figure  in  as  a  body.  However,  as  he  doesn't  grant  any  for  political  parades,  we 
can  forgive  this  little  heresy.  His  decisions  are  sound.  The  address  is  quite 
lengthy,  is  well  written  but  devoid  of  general  interest.  Proceedings  local. 
Treasury  sound.      Order  prosperous. 

Grand  Recorder  Mayo  submitted  a  good  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
the  doings  of  31  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1879  receiving  due  attention, 
and  the  Reporter  special  mention.  Speaking  of  G.*.  C*.  Paxton's  address  he 
says : 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  who  delivered  oi^e  of  the  . 
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ablest  Addresses  it  was  ever  our  pleasure  to  peruse,  so  full  of  feeling,  warmth, 
and  even  eloquence,  particularly  when  speaking  of  the  yellow  fever  plague 
and  its  victims,  and  of  the  courteous  and  substantial  replies  to  their  appeal 
for  aid,  which  came  up  from  all  quarters  of  the  Globe. 

We  are  sorry,  indeed,  that  space  forbids  us  to  copy  that  part  of  his  Address ;  it 
is  quite  lengthy,  but  intensely  interesting,  showing  that  his  heart  was  in  his 
subject. 

Hear  him  in  regard  to  us  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  originally  from  our  special  friend  Sir 
DeLap,  of  Natchez,  and  evidently  was  a  very  formidable  document,  for  it  was 
presented  or  submitted  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander  on  the  first  day,  after 
some  action,  was  laid  over,  and  on  the  second  day— 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was  taken  from 
the  table.  The  Grand  Recorder  stated  that  he  had  carefully  examined  the 
same — that  it  was  an  able  and  interesting  report,  but,  in  view  of  its  great  length 
and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  doubted  the  ability  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  at  this  time,  to  print  it.  The  matter  of  printing  was, 
thereupon,  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  Recorder. 

Who  doubtless  used  considerable  judicious  discretion  in  "  toning  down"  the 
Report  to  thirty  pages. 

We  have  read  it  very  carefully  throughout  and  find  some  excellent  things  in 
it,  which  we  would  like,  if  space  permitted,  to  copy.  We  think,  though  judging 
from  former  papers  prepared  by  Sir  DkLap,  that  there  is  considerable  of  Sir 
Grand  Recorder  Power  peeping  out  in  different  places,  which,  with  the  "toning 
down"  process,  has  made  it  a  very  presentable  paper. 

In  this  review  of  Missouri  for  1878,  drand  Commander  Parson  is  very 
highly  complimented.     But  we  find  the  following  by  Sir  Power: 

[  The  Grand  Recorder,  who  has  the  proof-reading  of  this  Report,  in  exercising 
a  discretion  vested  in  him  by  Sir  DeLap,  to  "  tone  down"  where  necessary,  takes 
the  liberty  of  omitting  his  review  of  Sir  Mayo's  criticism  on  Sir  D.'s  Report  of 
last  year.     "  I^et  us  have  peace."] 

In  the  language  of  the  great  American  traveler,  we  repeat,  *'Let  us  have 
peace  I"  but  we  are  exceedingly  sorry  that  Sir  DeLap's  review  of  us  was  of  such  a 
character  as  to  be  entirely  and  bodily  toned  down  and  out ;  .for  we  have  always 
entertained  the  highest  regard  for  Missisippiana,  particularly  in  our  boyhood, 
when  we  had  one  of  the  sweetest,  prettiest  little  sweethearts  over  in  Chickasaw 
county. 

Personally  we  have  no  unkind  feelings  towards  Sir  Mayo,  nor  have  we  said 
aught  that  justifies  him  in  characterizing  us  as  his  MpecicU  friend.  We  honor 
those  only  who  are  morally  and  intellectually  above  the  general  average  with 
our  c^pcciid  friendship,  and  as  we  have  not  seen  any  indication  that  Sir  Mayo 
possesses  thes3  prerequisites  he  will  please  stand  aside.  We  took  the  pains  in 
acknowledging  receipt  of  Missouri's  pamphlet  which  Sir  Mayo  courteously 
sent  us  to  say  to  him,  that  while  it  might  be  the  fashion  with  him  ct  aU  to  pub- 
lish the  literary  productions  of  others  as  his  own — it  was  not  ours.  We  shall 
feel  obliged  to  Sir  Power  if  he  will,  in  a  note  to  this  Report,  say  whether  or 
not  he  is  the  author  of  it  or  any  part  of  it.*  We  may  be  a  scoundrel  and 
villain,  but  we  won't  stand  the  imputation  of  literary  piracy.  Aside  from  this 
insinuation  of  Sir  Mayo's,  we  commend  his  report  as  a  good  one.  Mississippi 
is  still  full,  from  Chickasaw  county  to  Wilkinson,  of  the  material  for  "the 
sweetest,  prettiest  little  (and  big)  sweethearts,"  and  we  would  advise  Sir  Mayo  if 
he  is  in  search  of  anything  of  the  sort  now,  to  come  down.  Sir  M.  is  opposed 
to  Templar  parades,  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions,  and  we  are  glad, 

W.  H.  Mayo,  G.-.  R.'. 
Sol.  E.  Wagoner,  R.-.  E.-.  G.-.  C.-. ^ 

*NoT  a  line  or  syllabic  did  we  add,  but  we  omitted  a  good   deal.    QfieilzedPby  VJlOOV  LC 
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NEW  HAMPSniRE-1880. 

Twenty-firet  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Concord  September  28;  Sir  Jos.  W. 
Hildreth,  R.\  E/.  G.*.  C/.;  E/.  Sir  Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder.  The 
address  of  the  G.\  C*.  is  a  short  and  well  written  paper,  but  devoid  of  general 
interest.  In  the  proceedings  we  find  a  long  report  from  the  Committee  on 
Grievances,  based  on  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  a  Subordinate  Comraandery> 
in  suspending  a  Sir  Knight  for  contumacy  and.  disobedience  of  the  order  of  the 
E.\  C".  The  case  is  so  interesting  and  is  so  very  ably  handled  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  their  conclusions  are  so  unanswerable  and  sound  in  every  respect; 
that  we  quote  the  report  in  full : 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  submit  the  following  report,  in  the  case  of 
Sir  Geo.  W.  Currier,  E.*.  C*.  of  St.  George  Comraandery,  against  Sir  Daniel  R. 
Marshall : 

The  complaint  is  dated  May  1,  1879  and  contains  the  specifications. 

"jFir«/,  The  said  Daniel  R.*Mar8hall  did,  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1879,  wil- 
fully refuse  to  obey  the  order  of  the  E.*.  C*.  when  ordered  to  leave  the  asylum, 
that  the  Commandery  might  be  opened  in  peace  and  harmony.  Secondy  That 
said  Daniel  R.  Marshall,  an  unaffiliated  Knight  Templar,  did,  without  permis- 
sion, remain  in  the  asylum,  during  the  opening  of  the  Commandery,  and  the 
conferring  of  the  Order  of  the  Templar,  thereby  annoving  the  E.*.  C*.  and  in- 
terfering with  the  Order,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  knight  Templar,  and  to 
the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  Order  of  Knighthood." 

"The  forms  of  papers  and  m. inner  of  proceeding  are  sufficiently  near  the 
Grand  Regulations  to  stand,  and  the  record  of  the  trial  sent  here  is  properly 
made. 

At  the  trial  Sir  Marshall  appeared  in  person,  plead  not  guilty,  and  con- 
ducted his  own  case. 

The  Commandery  found  the  accused  guilty,  on  both  specifications,  by  almost 
a  unanimous  vote. 

On  the  question,  shall  the  accused  be  expelled?  there  were  cast  ten  votes  for 
and  ten  against,  whicli  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  E.*.  CV. 

On  the  question,  shall  the  accused  be  suspended  ?  the  vote  was  unanimous  in 
the  affirmative,  and  he  was  declared  "suspeiided  from  the  rights  and  benefits 
of  a  Knight  Templar." 

From  tlie  judgment  of  St.  George  Commandery,  the  accused  brings  an  appeal 
to  the  Grand  Commandery,  in  proper  form,  giving  his  notice  May  24,  1879,  set- 
ting forth  the  grounds,  and  including  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  a  certain 
paper  which  was  offered  bv  the  defence,  in  evidence  at  the  trial,  and  excluded 
by  the  E.*.  C*. 

The  appeal  is  from  the  "decision  of  the  Commandery,"  Ac,  "in  passing  sen- 
tence of  suspension  on  him,"  <&c.,  because — Ist,  That  the  evidence  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  the  sentence  of  the  Commandery." 

Among  the  items  in  the  second  ground  of  appeal,  is  set  forth  that  the  Emi- 
nent Commander  made  incorrect  rulings  during  the  progress  of  the  trial,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  status  of  the  accused  as  a  Master  Mason ;  it  is  also  stated 
that  the  accused  is  a  member  in  good  standing  and  not  an  unaffiliated  Knight 
Templar,  and  therefore  had  a  right  to  remain  in  the  asylum,  notwithstanding 
the  order  of  the  Eminent  Commander  to  retire,  Ac. 

The  oflfence  charged  is,  substantially,  refusal  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Emi- 
nent Commander,  to  retire  from  the  asylum  before  the  Commandery  was 
opened. 

The  defence,  substantially,  is  that  the  Eminent  Commander  had  no  right  to 
order  the  accused  to  retire ;  and  that  he,  being  a  member  in  good  standing,  had 
the  right  to  remain  and  sit  in  the  Commandery  during  its  proceedings.  The 
accused,did  not  pretend  that  he  did  not  refuse  to  obey  the  Eminent  Commander, 
but  claimed  he  had  the  right  so  to  do,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  Eminent  Com- 
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mander  was  improper,  Ste.y  in  ordering  him  to  retire,  and  unlawful  during  the 
trial. 

It  should  be  observed  here  that  it  is  quite  inconsistent  for  any  Eminent  Com- 
mander to  prefer  charges  against  a  member  or  the  Order,  and  then  follow  up 
the  prosecution,  issuing  the  necessary  papers,  and  finally  presiding  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  trial.  The  system  of  Templar  Jurisprudence  and  Code  contemplates 
a  tribunal  somewhat  anala^ous  to  courts  of  justice,  and  our  trials  are  very 
similar  to  the  proceedings  in  criminal  cases. 

The  Grand  (\>mmandery  becomes  an  appellate  court,  with  such  jurisdiction 
as  the  laws  and  the  principles  of  the  Order  confer,  and  exercising  ail  necessary 
powers  and  duties.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Eminent  Commander  to  preside 
at  the  trial  and  to  rule  upon  questions  of  law,  competency  of  evidence^  &c., 
issue  orders  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  summon  witnesses,  and  in  all 
things  perform  such  duties  as  are  usually  performed  by  the  presiding  justice  in 
the  ordinary  courts  of  the  land. 

The  Eminent  Commander  might  be  entirely  impartial,  and  hold  the  scales  as 
level  as  justice  herself,  still  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  accused  to  believe  that 
he^  had  been  fairly  tried  ;  and  one  of  the  most  important  conditions  to  be  accom- 
plished, namely,  **  confidence  in  the  court,"  could  hardly  be  expected  if  the 
charges  were  made  by  the  presiding  officer  and  the  prosecution  conducted  by 
him — acting  in  the  (louble  capacity  of  attorney  for  the  Order  and  presiding 
justice  of  the  court. 

No  claim  of  intentional  impropriety  on  the  part  of  the  Eminent  Commander 
is  made  in  this  case,  in  any  sense,  nor  is  any  reflection  intended  to  be  cast 
upon  the  officers  of  St.  George  Commandery;  but  believing  this  misapprehen- 
sion is  one  likely  to  happen,  your  committee  makes  the  suggestion  to  guard 
against  a  similar  occurrence. 

The  main  questions  raised  in  this  case  are — 

Firslf  Whether  the  refusal  of  the  accused  to  retire  from  the  asylum  was  an 
offence. 

SeeoTidf  If  it  were,  whether  the  sentence  imposed  was  right. 

Upon  the  first  question  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt.  It  was  clearly  the 
dutv  of  the  accused  to  have  obeyed  the  Eminent  Commander  and  retired  im- 
mediately from  the  the  asylum.  If,  in  his  opinion,  any  injustice  was  being 
done  he  had  ample  remedy.  The  Eminent  Commander  is  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  Order,  and  if  brought  to  trial  and  convicted  of  wrong  doing,  may 
be  punished  as  well  as  the  most  humble  member  of  the  fraternity.  In  reifusing 
to  obey  his  superior  officer.  Sir  Marshall  was  guilty  of  an  offence  against  the 
laws  and  regulations  of  the  Order. 

The  authority  of  the  Eminent  Commander  must  be  sustained.  The  very 
nature  of  the  society,  and  the  duties  required  of  that  officer,  make  this  a  law 
of  the  Templar  organisation.  The  obligations  we  are  under,  the  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  and  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  require  it  to  be  ob- 
served and  respected  with  obedience  and  loyalty.  Any  other  practice  would 
lead  to  confusion,  and  in  time  effect  the  utter  destruction  of  all  discipline  and 
good  government. 

It  has  been  urg»d  that  this  rule  leads  to  an  absurdity  ;  that  a  case  might 
arise  where  the  Eminent  Commander  could  rei^uire  an  impossibility  or  some- 
thing so  manifestly  wrong  that  no  man  of  spirit  ought  to  submit;  but  such  is 
hardly  a  supposable  case,  and  need  not  trouble  us  in  any  practical  view  of 
the  subject. 

Incident  to  this  rule,  a  question  has  been  raised  as  to  when  the  right  to  com- 
mand begins  and  when  the  authority  of  the  Eminent  Commander  over  the 
Knights  of  his  Commandcrv  ceases.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  principle  in- 
volved, but  its  application  is  often  difficult  and  perplexing.  This  autliority 
or  right  to  command  begins  when  and  where  the  parties  are  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  Templars,  and  ceases  when  they  put  off  such  character  and  return 
to  that  of  citizens.  To  illustrate :  Suppose  the  Eminent  Commander,  in  the 
company  of  a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  happens  to  meet  another  JKnight, 
also  in  the  company  of  a  party  of  his  friends,  in  the  asylum — both  parties  being 
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there  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  room  and  examining  the  furniture,  pictures, 
&c.,  as  people  are  often  invited  to  do,  it  is  very  clear  the  Eminent  Comman- 
der would  have  no  right  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  other  Knight,  because, 
although  they  meet  within  the  asylum,  they  are  in  no  way  acting  in  the 
capacity  of  Templars.  But  suppose  they  meet  in  the  asylum  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  a  Commandery  ;  from  the  moment  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  the 
asylum  put  in  order  for  the  approaching  exercises — to  arrange  the  furniture, 
guard  the  entrance,  and  in  a  word  to  do  aught  which  may  be  connected  with 
the  duties  of  the  proposed  meeting — the  right  of  authority  vested  in  the  E.*.  C*. 
begins.  All  Knights  who  place  tiiemselves  within  the  reach  or  contact  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  occasion  are  under  his  command  and  must  obey  his 
orders. 

Applying  this  view  to  the  case  under  consideration,  it  would  clearly  bring 
the  accused  within  the  rule,  make  him  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  E.'.  C.*., 
and  render  untenable  his  position  that  he  was  not  subject  to  orders  because  the 
Commandery  had  not  been  opened  at  the  time  he  was  directed  to  retire  from 
the  asylum. 

One  of  the  items  in  the  second  ground  of  appeal,  relied  upon  by  the  accused, 
is  that  he  was  a  member  of  St.  George  Commandery,  in  good  standing. 

This  inquiry  cannot,  according  to  our  view,  in  any  event  affect  the  result 
in  this  case;  but  inasmuch  as  considerable  importance  seems  to  have  been  at- 
tached to  the  idea  during  the  trial,  and  as  the  words  "  an  unaffiliated  Knight 
Templar,"  are  applied  to  the  accused  in  the  second  specification,  it  may  not  be 
unprofitable  to  consider  the  subject. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  law.  It  is  to  be  determined  by  the  status  of  the 
accused  as  a  Master  Mason.  It  was  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
that  he  had  been  suspended  from  all  his  rights  as  a  Master  Mason,  by  Rising 
Sun  Lodge,  in  the  citv  of  Nashua ;  that  he  was,  therefore,  an  unaffiliated 
Knight  Templar.  The  defence  claimed  that  the  accused  was  in  good  and  regular 
standing  in  the  Commandery.  No  competent  evidence  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject was  introduced,  but  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  this  committee,  from  an 
unmistakable  source,  that  the  case  in  Rising  Sun  Lodge  against  Sir  Marshall, 
wherein  the  judgment  of  the  Lodge,  that  the  accused  should  be  suspended,  was 
by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  proper  proceedings  vacated  and  the 
case  dismissed.  The  effect  of  this  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
is  to  make  Sir  Marshall  an  nnaffiliated  Master  Mason.  lie  lost  his  member- 
ship in  the  Lodge  and  cannot  regain  it  without  the  action  of  the  Ixnige. 

But  there  is  no  principle  or  rule  of  Templar  law  which  prevents  an  un- 
affiliated Master  Mason  from  retaining  his  membership  in  tne  Commandery, 
to  which  he  belongs. 

If  he  had  been  under  sentence  of  suspension  the  effect  would  have  been  to 
cut  him  off  from  all  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Templar,  but  in  no  case 
can  he  become  simply  an  unaffiliated  Knight  by  the  action  of  his  Lodge. 
Hence,  all  that  part  of  this  cape  which  proceeds  upon  the  allegation  that 
the  accused  is  an  unaffiliated  Knight  Templar  has  no  foundation  in  law  or 
fact. 

The  question  rais*»d  as  to  competency  of  evidence  can  have  no  effect  on  the 
case;  but  it  is  well  to  remark  that  the  same  rules  apply  in  this  Order  that  de- 
termine the  competency  of  evidence  in  other  grades  of  Masonry.  Hearsay 
and  opinions  of  witnesses  are  clearly  inadmissible. 

The  finding  of  guilty  in  this  case  was  clearly  right,  and  in  fact  was  not 
contested  by  the  accused. 

The  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  of  the  Commandery  in  fixing  the  sentence 
of  suspension.  The  ground  which  the  accused  takes,  that  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander had  no  right  to  order  him  to  retire  because  the  Commandery  had 
not  been  opened,  we  have  seen  is  untenable.  The  claim  that  he  is  a  Templar 
in  good  standing,  &c.,  is  tenable;  but  it  does  not  furnish  any  justification  what- 
ever for  disobeying  his  superior  officer.  However,  these  facts  were  supposed 
on  both  sides — judging  from  the  papers  sent  here — to  have  had  some  bear- 
ing upon  the  case,  and  therefore  may  be  considered  in  the  sense  of  mitigation. 
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Suspension — the  severest  punishment  except  one — should  not  be  inflicted 
unless  the  offence  be  serious.  In  the  administration  of  criminal  law  the  mo- 
tive and  intention  of  the  offender  has  much  to  do  in  fixing  the  nature  of 
the  offence  and  the  degree  of  punishment.  A  person  may,  under  a  claim  of 
right,  take  property  not  his  own.  If  he  knows  his  claim  is  false,  his  crime 
is  larceny  ;  but  if  he  honestly  believes  in  it,  his  act  is  simply  a  trespass.  So, 
if  a  Templar  disobeys  the  rules  of  the  Order,  nctinj^  uncier  a  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  what  the' laws  are,  and  believing  at  the  time  that  he  had  aright 
to  do  so,  his  offence  should  be  regarded  as  less  censurable  than  if  he  thor- 
oughly understood  the  nature  of  his  act. 

In  this  case,  when  all  the  circumstances  are  considered,  we  think  the  sen- 
tence too  severe  for  the  offence. 

The  Code  of  Templar  Law  provides  in  effect  that  a  sentence  of  suspension 
shall  remain  in  full  force  during  the  pendency  of  an  appeal,  also  that  the 
Grand  Commanderv  may  modify  the  sentence  of  its  Subordinates.  The  ap- 
peal carries  the  whole  case  into  the  Grand  Commandery,  where  it  may  be 
reviewed  and  finally  determined,  and  such  orders  made  as  justice  requires. 
We  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  finding  of  guilty,  in  the  case  of  Sir  George  \V.  Cur- 
rier, Eminent  Commander  of  St.  George  Commandery,  against  Sir  Daniel  R. 
Marshall,  be  and  hereby  is  approved. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentence  oi  suspension  fiom  the  rights  of  a  Templar, 
imposed  upon  the  accused,  be  and  hereby  is  vacated  and  annulled,  and  that 
said  Daniel  R.  Marshall  be  from  this  date  restored  to  all  his  rights  and 
privileges  as  a  Templar. 

John  J.  Bell, 
Joseph  W.  Fellows, 
Calvin  Page, 

Committee. 

The  foregoing  report  was  accepted,  and,  aiter  a  thorough  discussion,  par- 
ticipated in  by  a  number  of  the  Sir  Knights,  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  N.  P.  Hunt 
and  like  the  balance  of  his  w.>rk,  is  good,  true  and  square.  He  devotes  several 
pages  to  Mississipi  for  1880,  in  extracts  from  Sir  Er win's  address.  Sir  Paxton^s 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  our  minutes.  We  would  like  to  copy  the 
nice  things  he  says  of  Sir  Paxton's  report,  etc.,  but  the  six  pages  of  the  above 
report  on  Grievances  makes  too  big  a  hole  in  our  scanty  allowance  of  space^ 

Sir  Hunt's  views  are  usually  sound  as  the  dollar  of  our  daddies.  Sir  B.  F. 
Rackley,  of  Dover,  is  G.*.  C.*.,  Grand  Recorder  and  F.*.  C*.  Committee  con- 
tinued. 


NEW  YORK— 1880. 

Sixty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Ithica,  October  5,  R.*.  E.*.  Thos.  C. 
Chitanden,  G.'.  C.".;  Robert  Macoy,  Grand  Recorder.  Attendance  large.  The 
address  is  an  able  and  interesting  document.  The  G.\  C*.  refers  in  feeling  and 
appropriate  terms  to  the  very  Utile  of  good  that  was  accomplished  by  the  Trien- 
nial Show  at  Chicago,  in  August  last;  refers  to  the  magnificent 
"  Fizzle"  of  a  parade  on  that  occasion  ;  deplores  the  recurrence  of  this  feature 
of  the  Triennial  as  tending  to  prevent  the  transaction  of  necessary  business 
gives  voice  to  a  hope,  or  wish,  rather  quite  general  among  intelligent  members 
of  the  Order,  that  the  one  referred  to  may  wind  up  and  finish  the  parade  busi- 
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ness  during  the  ^^essions  of  the  G.*.  E.'.,  and  enters  his  protest  against  any  Com- 
mandery  from  his  State  ever  again  taking  part  in  a  competitive  drill  on  these 
occasions.  In  all  of  which  we  find  a  goodly  quantity  of  sound  sense  and  excel- 
lent judj^ment.  He  suggests  to  his  Commandery  that  the  stock  of  legislation 
on  hand  in  Grand  Bodies  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  demand,  and  recommends 
that  they  go  slow  in  that  direction.  We  commend  his  ideas  as  sound  to  all 
governing  Masonic  Bodies.  If  every  and  each  Grand  Body  was  prohibited  from 
meeting  (except  in  emergency)  oftener  than  once  in  three  years,  it  would  be 
better  for  the  orders  and  save  a  great  deal  of  wrangling  and  some  fearful  de- 
cisions on  points  of  law.  ^e  decides  that  the  interruption  and  prohibition  of 
intercourse  between  the  Grand  Lodges  and  Chapters  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York,  does  not  affect  the  intercouise  between  the  Templars  of  those  States. 
We  concur,  but  we  notice  th'at  the  Law  Committee  does  so,  only  partially. 
Here  is  what  they  say  : 

Your  Committee  further  report  in  respect  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Commander  respecting  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  by  which 
non-intercourse  was  declared  between  the  Masons  of  Connecticut  and  New  York, 
that  in  their  opinion  such  action  does  not  affect  the  relations  existing  between 
the  Templar  Jurisdictions  of  Connecticut  and  New  York,  excepting  in  cases 
where  admission  is  desired  in  a  Commandery  of  this  State  that  requires  the 
test  of  an  examination. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Christopher  G.  Fox, 
Charles  Roome,    • 

Committee. 

We  can  readily  imagine  a  case  where  the  interdiction  of  intercourse  between 
the  members  of  the  Blue  Lodges  of  the  two  States  would  operate  in  the  manner 
indicated  by  the  Committee,  but  the  probability  of  its  occurrence  is  very 
remote. 

Proceedings  mostly  local;  Order  in  a  healthy  condition  financially,  morally 
and  otherwise.  The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  that  Nestor  of  the  M.  A. 
S.,  our  venerable,  learned  and  genial  friend.  Sir  Jno.  W.  Simons,  and  reviews 
the  proceedings  of  29  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1880  included.  Sir  Jno. 
quotes  freely  from  G.*.  C*.  Erwin's  address,  and  in  regard  to  the  baptism  of  the 
child  at  Holly  Springs,  and  also  in  reference  to  baptism  in  general,  he  says : 

On  this  subject  we  feel  called  to  say  that  while  not  a  believer  in  the  modern 
idea  of  baptism,  because  we  know  the  use  of  water  as  one  the  symbols  of 
purification  to  have  been  in  vogue  long  before  the  Christian  era,  still,  we  would 
not  willingly  offend  the  belief  of  any  frater,  and  hence  we  think  our  Mississippi 
fraters  did  well  in  not  attempting  to  do  that  which  is  best  left  to  the  conviction 
of  individuals. 

It  is  needless  for  us  to  say  thai  we  concur  in  the  above.  Whenever  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood  shall  presume,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  usurp  the  functions 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Church,  by  meddling  with  or  in  any  manner  appropriat- 
ing its  sacraments,  then  is  the  time  for  it  to  be  wiped  out  by  the  indignation  of 
the  people  and  the  just  wrath  of  offended  Deity.  The  Church  is  of  God,  and 
its  sacraments,  and  among  them  that  of  baptism,  are  of  Divine  institution,  and 
as  such  should  be  held  and  preserved  from  the  polluting  touch  of  the  ungodly 
and  sinners.  Templary  is  not  of  God,  neither  do  we  believe  that  the  Prince  of 
Peace  looked  upon  the  wars  incident  to  the  Crusades  and  the  origin  of  our 
Order,  with  any  degree  of  favor.    On  the  contrary,  the  curse  of  God — slow  but 
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exceeding  sore  in  its  workings — has  wrought  out  its  annihilation  as  .originally 
organized,  and  crippled  the  Dragon  of  Kome,  its  once  protector  and  always  the 
instigator  of  war  and  bloodshed  in  the  cause  of  its  wealth  and  power.  Our 
Divine  Master  does  not  endorse  proselytism  by  the  sword ;  hence  the  frequent 
appeals  of  the  first  Templars  to  Him  for  aid  and  guidance  in  the  Crusades 
was  simply  blasphemous.  Referring  to  Sir  Paxtou's  unique  but  excellent  re- 
port, he  says : 

Under  the  caption  of  foreign  correspondence,  R.  E.  Sir  \V.  G.  Paxton,  P.  G. 
C,  submitted  an  essay,  spicy  as  a  sensation  novel,  but  hardly  in  the  way  of 
doing  much  for  the  spread  of  intelligence  as  to  the  state  of  the  Order  in  the 
various  Jurisdictions. 

We  confess  to  have  intensely  enjoyed  the  paper,  but  still  we  prefer  the  method 
we  are  now  following,  and  think  that  those  who  read  this  report  will  know  more 
about  Mississippi,  for  instance,  than  they  could  gather  from  a  volume  of  dis- 
sertations on  selected  subjects.  The  true  idea  is  to  present  such  matters  as  may 
interest  the  largest  number,  and  point  the  way  to  avoid  errors  while  making 
progress.  If  the  reports  are  not  read,  that  is  the  loss  of  the  Order.  One  thing 
IS  very  certain,  take  these  reports  away  for  a  few  years,  and  let  the  proceedings 
be  like  the  minutes  of  a  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  there  would  be  an  easily  seen 
diminution  of  interest. 

We  concur. 

We  find  many  things  in  Sir  Jno's  report  we  would  like  to  copy,  but  space 
forbids — suffice  it  to  say  it  is  all  good.  Geo.  W.  Walgrove,  R.*.  E.".  G.'.  ('.".. 
Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  continued. 


OHIO— 1880. 

Thirty-eighth  Conclave  held  at  Mansfield,  September  16;  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  J. 
Kelley  O'Neal,  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  Jas.  Nesbit,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  large  delega- 
tion. The  address  of  the  G.*.  C".  is  an  interesting  and  well  written  paper,  but  de- 
void of  general  interest.  Cash  in  the  treasury  overS7000;  Order  in  a  healthy 
and  vigorous  condition.     Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Cjrrespondenca  is  by  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  as  usual.  He  reviews 
in  his  usual  forcible  style,  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  in 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada.  Candor  compels  us  to  say  that  the  report  is  a  good  one. 
(In  our  last  report  we  paid  our  best  respects  to  Sir  Carson,  in  response  to  his 
attack  upon  us  the  year  before,  but  Sir  Power  being  desirous  of  claiming  the 
reward  promised  to  the  peace  maker,  suppressed  our  fulminations,  and  a  whole 
year's  reflection  has  convinced  us  that  it  will  not  pay  to  re-open  the  controversy 
— "the  game  ain't  worth  the  candle.")  Sir  Carson  devotes  several  pages  to  Mis. 
sissippi  proceedings  of  last  year.  Quotes,  but  does  not  endorse  the  sentiment  of 
G.*.  C*.  Erwin  on  the  subject  of  public  parades.  He  fears  the  growth  of  the 
Mutual  Relief  Society  will  eventually  make  the  holding  of  its  meetings  at 
same  time  as  G.*.  C".  a  source  of  annoyance  by  monopolizing  the  time  and  at- 
tention of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Body  on  these  occasions.  Of  which,  at 
its  present  rate  of  growth,  we  need  have  no  fear,  for  a  century  or  so  at  any  rate. 
He  quotes  freely  (considering  its  length)  from  Sir  Paxton's  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, and  estimates  the  value  of  the  production  in  the   following  words : 
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''Sir  Paxton  has  made  a  most  excellent  and  readable  article  and  we  quote  from 
it  at  length.'^    Thanks.    G.*.  C*.  and  Recorder  continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1880. 

Twenty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Williamsport,  May  25;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir 
Jno.  P.  S.  Gobin,  G.*.  C.'.,  presiding;  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder. 
The  address  of  the  G.*.  C*.  is  an  elegant  paper.  He  discusses  almost  every 
subject  of  interest  to  his  own  command  and  many  of  general  import,  and  all  in 
a  clear  and  concise  manner.  His  decisions  are  clear  and  sound,  being  in  ac- 
cordance with  common  sense.  He  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
the  Knightly  dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 

Proceedings  local.  Installation  public — music,  speech-making,  parade,  etc. 
Order  in  splendid  condition  in  Pennsylvania.    Treasury  sold. 

Sir  Samuel  Harper  presented  a  voluminous  report  on  F.  C,  reviewing  the 
transactions  of  31  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1879  coming  in  for 
her  share.  We  do  not  remember  to  have  met  Sir  Samuel  among  the  Mutuals 
before;  hence  have  no  old  quarrels  to  settle  with  him,  and  will,  therefore,  care- 
fully consider  the  present  paper.  Our  first  glance  at  it  convinces  us  that  Sir 
Samuel  is  inclined  to  be  very  positive  in  his  convictions,  with  an  alarming  ten- 
dency to  express  them  in  unmistakable  English. 

Referring  to  the  stereotyped  phrase  of  G.*.  C.'.'s  that  "it  was  my  intention  to 
have  visited  every  Commandery  in  the  State"  etc.,  he  says:  "Remarks  of  this 
character  have  become  so  common  that  every  time  we  come  upon  them  they 
excite  our  incredulity."  We  cannot  understand  how  it  comes  that  our  Order  is  so 
unfortunate  as  to  select  so  many  persons  as  G.*.  (/.'.'s  who,  owing  to  circumstances 
beyond  their  control,  and  so  forth,  are  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  they  so 
solemnly  vow  to  perform.  If  the  above  is  not  about  as  neat  and  at  the  same 
time  as  emphatic  a  denial  of  veracity  in  somebody  as  one  often  sees — what  is 
it  ?  We  like  just  such  reports  as  Sir  Samuel  has  given  in  the  document  before 
us.  He  uses  the  scissors  sparingly,  and  with  exceeding  judgment,  and  as  a 
magazine  for  his  condiments,  he  uses  his  own  fertile  brain.  We  commend  his 
example  to  Sirs  PierHon  and  Junes.  He  quotes  from  the  address  of  Sir  Paxton 
and  says  : 

The  memory  of  the  noble  dead  is  embalmed  in  loving  phrases. 

The  address  as  a  whole  touches  our  heart  most  wondrously,  and  but  for  their 
length  we  would  make  manv  beautiful  selections.  The  charity  and  sympathy 
bestowed  upon  the  people  oi  our  distressed  brethren  is  so  fully  and  generously 
appreciated,  that  we  know  not  which  to  admire  the  most,  the  charity  itself  or 
the  heartfelt  gratitude  which  responds  to  it. 

Referring  to  the  toning  down  process  of  Sir  Power,  as  used  in  our  last  report, 
he  expresses  the  opinion  that  it  bettered  the  document.  Well — perhaps  it  did. 
Sir  Power  evidently  thought  he  was  on  the  right  track,  or  he  would  not  have 
pursued  it  so  indefatigably.  Of  our  pronounced  opposition  to  Templar 
parades  on  other  than  Masonic  or  Templar  occasions,  he  says : 

We  find,  however,  in  his  case  that  the  "  glorious  4th,"  as  he  puts  it,  is  such 
a  repulsive  evil  that  all  Knights  Templar  must  fly  from  it.  In  a  full  page  of 
closely-printed   matter   he   details   his    views,   protesting   "  against  allowing 
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Templar  Masonry  to  be  prostituted  to  the  level  of  a  political  organissation."  We 
regret  exceedingly  that  any  Knight  Templar  should  pursue  such  a  shadow. 
When  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  adopts  the  idea  that  celebrating  the  Fourth 
of  July  prostitutes  Templar  Masonry  to  the  level  of  a  political  organization, 
it  will  have  outlived  its  usefulness  in  the  United  States  and  should  utterly  perish. 
As  we  have  already  said  elsewhere,  we  do  not  advocate  public  displays ;  our 
personal  feeling  is  against  them.  We  do,  however,  recognize  them  as  a  part  of 
our  system,  and  we  insist  that  so  long  as  that  fact  remains  they  are  as  proper 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  as  on  any  other  day  of  the  year. 

To  which  we  respond  :  That  while,  as  is  now  the  case,  the  Orders  of  Knight- 
hood are  considered  a  branch  of  the  Masonic  Order,  we  shall  always  continue  to 
pursue  what  Sir  Samuel  calls  a  "shadow"  as  a  very  matter  of  fact  substance. 
Our  patriotism,  as  we  have  before  remarked,  is  as  pure  and  our  veneration  for 
the  traditions  and  principles  of  our  government  as  great  as  that  of  any  other 
man  ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  cannot  reconcile  the  professed  mission 
of  these  Christian  Orders  with  their  participating  in  public  parades  on  politi- 
cal holiday?.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  Sir  Samuel  is  opposed  to  parades  in 
general,  but  regret  that  his  patriotism  is  of  so  pronounced  a  type  that  he  en- 
dorses them  on  National  days.  Patriotism  is  a  big  thing,  but  it,  religion, 
charity,  benevolence,  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  all  have  to  stand  aside  at 
the  behest  of  party.  If  the  Orders  of  Christian  Knighthood  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity  at  large  pursued  with  the  untiring  energy  of  zealous  advocates,  the 
sublime,  fraternal  and  elevating  principles  and  objects  of  the  different  societies, 
our  country  would  the  sooner  become  what  it  was  at  first,  should  always  have 
remained  and  ought  to  be  now,  a  happy,  prosperous  and  united  one — free  from 
sectional  prejudice  and  the  animosities  which  now  distinguish  the  two  great 
political  parties  thereof.  Such,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  mission  of  Masonry  and 
Templary  in  conjunction  with  the  Church  of  God.  To  sooner  attain  the  end  in 
view  the  less  ^tosons  or  Templars,  as  such,  have  to  do  with  political  holidays, 
the  better  it  will  be  for  institutions  purely  moral  and  cosmopolitan  and  non- 
political  in  every  principle  of  their  constitutions.  Sir  Samuel  speaks  thus 
pleasantly  of  us: 

With  this  report  Sir  DeLap  retires  from  the  Committee,  and  we  reluctantly 
bid  him  good-by.  Although  we  have  had  occasion  to  differ  from  him  on  some 
subjects  and  thought  him  at  times  a  little  too  aggressive,  we  have  always 
admired  his  independence  and  what  we  believed  his  genuine  desire  to  do  right. 
Human  nature  is  at  best  but  an  uncertain  quantity,  and  prone  to  err.  To  say 
that  he  had  some  of  its  failings  is  certainly  not  saying  evil  of  him. 

We  feel  duly  grateful.  We  part  with  Sir  Samuel  and  with  regret.  R.-.  E.'. 
DeWitt  C.  Carroll,  G.'.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspondence 
continued. 


TENNESSEE— 1880. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Columbia,  May  6.  Sir  Geo.  Cooper 
Conner,  R.*.  E.-.  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  Martin  Boyle  Howell,  Grand  Recorder.  The 
address  is  quite  a  lengthy  document  and  is  good  reading  from  beginning  to 
end.  We  would  like  to  make  several  extracts  for  your  benefit,  but  time  and 
our  forty-page  rule  forbids.     We  regret  to  say  that  the  Order  in  Tennessee  is 
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steadily  declining^  but  the  R.*.  E.*.  ia  unable  explain  the  cause.  He  is  anxious 
for  the  recognition  by  the  CI.'.  E.'.  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  and  says 
it  will  give  cover  to  the  claim  of  brotherhood,  and  will  make  us  one  as  an 
Order,  though  externally  separate  in  civil  governments  and  nationality.  This 
would  be  all  right  but  for  the  fact  that  our  Canada  and  English  fraters  re- 
quire a  profession  of  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  as  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  fraternal  intercourse.  Personally,  we  endorse  the  dogma,  but  others 
equally  as  honest  in  their  religious  convictions,  do  not,  and  our  Order  being 
non-sectarian,  though  Christian,  such  requirements  are  contrary  to  its  princi- 
ples. 

Proceedings  local.  The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  (irand  Re- 
corder Howell,  and  reviews  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies,  Mis- 
sissippi for  1879  included.  Sir  H.  gets  up  a  good  report.  He  quotes  largely 
from  Sir  Paxton^s  address  and  our  proceedings.  For  his  kindly  estimate  of 
our  work  we  tender  our  grateful  thanks.  Jno.  H.  Frizell  is  G.*.  C.'.;  Grand 
Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspondence  continued. 


TEXAS— 1880. 

Annual  Conclave  held  at  Palestine,  February  11.  Sir  Henry  Scherffus,  R.*. 
E.*.  G.'.  CV.;  E.'.  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand  Recorder.  The  Grand  Com- 
mander's address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  affairs.  He  expresses  the  fear 
of  what  is  to  us  a  certainty,  that  many  applicants  for  the  Orders  are  actuated 
by  idle  curiosity,  self-interest,  and  a  desire  to  make  themselves  conspicuous 
by  strutting  around  under  a  broiling  sun  in  a  cloth  coat  padded  and  lined, 
with  a  sword  between  their  legs  and  a  feather  in  a  cast-iron  hat  on  their  heads. 
There  are  thousands  of  Templars  in  this  country  of  ours  whose  highest  aspira- 
tions, as  such,  do  not  extend  beyond  the  glory  connected  with  the  above,  and 
whose  happiness  is  complete  if,  in  addition,  they  can  have  the  exquisite  satis- 
faction of  getting  on  a  Templar  drunk  and  a  Templar  banquet.  These  are 
melancholly  facts,  but  none  the  less  facts,  because  melanchoUy. 

Order  generally  prosperous.  Proceedings  local.  Sir  John  J.  Goode  presented 
an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  criticizing  the  transactions  of  twenty- 
eight  Grand  Bodies  in  his  usuul  clear  and  interesting  style — Mississippi  for 
1879  receiving  due  and  courteous  notice.  Under  Illinois,  and  commentary  on 
Sir  Gurney's  wail  on  the  uniform  question,  Sir  John  says :  "But  Sir  Knights 
should  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  uniform  never  made  the  Templar."  We  beg 
to  differ.  Our  observation  has  convinced  us  that  a  great  many  Templars  are 
made  by  the  uniform,  at  least  that  was  all  the  true  Templar  characteristics  we 
could  discover.  As  to  the  quality  of  such  Templars  we  presume  we  are  in  ac- 
cord with  Sir  Goode.  Sir  John  pays  courteous  attention  to  Sir  Paxton's  ad- 
dress and  our  proceedings ;  says  some  pleasant  things  about  this  Committee, 
which  is  very  delightful  to  us,  and  then  says  we  are  exactly  wrong  in  desiring  to 
banish  wine  and  strong  drink  from  Masonic  and  Templar  boards.  He  invokes 
the  aid  of  Scripture  to  prove  the  correctness  of  his  asssumption.  We  are  glad 
he  is  so  familiar  with  the  "Book  of  Books,"  but  if  Gabriel  himself  was  to 
come  right  down  out  of  heaven  and  assure  us  on  his  honor  as  an  angel  of  light 
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that  the  Author  of  our  being — who  created  us  in  his  own  image,  and  en- 
dowed us  with  sufficient  intelligence  and  power  to  defy  his  ability  to  save  us 
without  our  own  consent — ever  intended  to  endorse  the  free  use  of  the  villian- 
ous  compounds  of  our  day,  known  and  drank  as  wine,  we  would  not  believe 
him.  Sir  Goode  knows  in  his  inmost  heart  that  our  position  on  this  question 
is  the  right  one.  Look  around  you  and  behold  the  work  of  your  wine  and 
strong  drink,  and  then  say  that  such  a  thing  has  any  place  in  a  moral  or  decent 
body  !    It  is  absurd. 

He  says  of  us :  "He  holds  that  suspension  from  Lodge  or  Chapter  does  not 
vacate  membership  in  the  Order.  It  ought  not,  but  does."  Now  we  cannot 
imagine  when  on  earth  we  have  said  anything  that  could  have  given  Sir 
Goode  the  above  idea  of  our  position  on  this  question.  Is  it  possible  that  we 
express  ourselves  so  vaguely  that  such  an  inference  could  be  drawn  ?  We  can- 
not believe  it.  We  desire  to  say  right  here  that  suspension  in  either  Lodge 
or  Chapter,  or  both,  ought  in  our  opinion^  and  does  by  law  extend  to  the  Com- 
mandery.  We  are  astonished  that  Sir  Goode  should  be  of  a  contrary  opinion. 
The  law  is  one  of  the  few  that  has  the  endorsement  of  common  sense.  If  you 
knock  out  the  first  or  second  story  of  a  fabric,  the  third  story  is  bound  to  tum- 
ble. So  it  is  in  this  case.  Sir  Goode  gets  up  a  capital  report  and  we  would 
like  to  copy  from  it,  but  40  pages  won't  contain  everything.  H.  B.  Stoddard, 
R.*.  E.*.  (i.'.C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  con- 
tinued. 


VERMONT— 1880. 

Thirty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Burlington,  June  8th.  R.'.  E.*.  E.  S. 
Dana,  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  J.  Monroe  Poland,  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  is  short 
and  devoted  to  matters  of  local  import.  Peace  and  quiet  prevail,  and  the  Or- 
der in  Vermont  is  in  a  healthy  condition.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Russell  S.  Taft,  P.*.  (i.*.  C.*.,  presented  a  masterly  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, covering  two  and  one-eighth  pages  of  the  proceedings.  In  it  he  says  that 
he  has  before  him  the  proceedings  of  twenty-four  Templar  Grand  Bodies, 
w^hich  he  has  carefully  perused,  and  in  which  he  gravely  asserts  that  he  finds 
nothing  new  I  Ho  further  states  that  he  will  getSlo  for  the  report  and  would 
get  no  more  if  it  was  more  voluminous.  A  year  or  two  ago  he  excused  him- 
self for  the  brevity  of  his  report  by  stating  that  he  was  the  sire  of  a  young 
Templar,  which  excuse  was  accepted  as  valid  by  all  except  Texas,  who  ex- 
pressed some  lively  fears  of  the  baneful  effects  that  might  result  in  the  future 
from  the  advent  of  the  young  Templar  aforesaid  into  the  domestic  circle  of 
Sir  Taft.  That  Sir  Goode's  fears  were  well  founded  the  abortion  before  us,  by 
courtesy  called  Sir  Taft's  report,  amply  demonstrates.  Sir  Taft  has  evidently 
forgotten  his  experience  on  a  former  occasion,  when  he  attempted  to  draw 
w^ages  for  imperfect  work,  and  that  not  his  own.  His  unworthy  flings  at  the 
Mutuals,  and  his  robbing  of  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ver- 
mont of  $15,  are  equally  reprehensible.  We  move  that  he  be  cremated  on  a 
funeral  pile  composed  of  reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  that  Sirs 
Stephen  Berry  of  Maine,  Simons  of  New  York,  Goode  of  Texas,  Gumey  of 
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Illinois^  and  Sayre  of  Alabama,  be  requested  to  sing  the  familiar  song  com- 
mencing: *'OId  Urimes  is  dead,  that  good  old  man,"  etc.,  during  the  oeremony. 
Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  reelected. 


VIRGINIA— 1879. 

Fifty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Richmond  Novmber  12;  R.*.  £.*. 
Jas.  G.  Bain,  G.\  C.\,  R.\  E.*.  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  of 
the  R.*.  £.'.  is  an  interesting  paper.  Among  the  dispensations  we 
regret  to  note  two  granted  to  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  his  command  to 
parade — the  one  at  a  military  fair,  the  other  on  the  glorious  4th  of  July.  The 
reasons  assigned  in  both  cases  are  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the 
prostitution  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian  Religion  to  the  level  of  a 
ward  club  or  minstrel  troupe.  We  cannot  imagine  how  an  obligation  for  past 
courtesies  received  from  the  military  company  which  gave  the  fair  could  be 
cancelled  by  the  presence  of  this  Templar  body,  as  such,  even  in  fatigue,  less 
side-arms,  unless  said  Templars  were  a  feature  of  the  show  and  as  such  were 
expected  to  draw  a  ia  Georgia  Minstrels.  Nor  can  we  realize  any  case  in  which 
the  necessity  of  a  full  attendance  at  drill  could  be  of  so  pressing  a'charaoter  as 
to  justify  their  appearance  in  full  uniform  on  any  occasion  not  strictly  Masonic 
or  Templar  in  its  character.  We  had  occasion  before  to  exprens  our  deep 
veneration  for  our  country's  honor,  glory  and  traditions,  and  in  the  matter  of  a 
pure  patriotism  we  claim  lo  be  second  to  no  one — but  we  do  not  propose  to  mix  our 
politics  and  religion,  nor  our  Masonry  and  patriotism.  Keep  them  separate — 
they  have  nothing  in  common — Sir  Harper,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  His  decisions,  in  our  opinion,  are  correct  in  every  case,  and 
that  settles  it.  Aside  from  the  granting  of  the  dispensations  above  referred  to, 
we  find  nothing  in  the  address  with  which  to  find  fault.  It  is  perfect  in  all  its 
parts  and  complete  as  a  whole. 

An  able  and  interesting  address  on  the  nature,  character,  principles,  and 
practices  of  the  Templar  Mason's  duties  was  delivered  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  by  P.*.  E.*.  C.'.  Geo.  W.  Dame.  A  large  number  of  distinguished 
visitors  and  eminent  Masons  from  New  York  were  received  and  entertained 
with  an  old  fashioned  Virginia  welcome.  Several  speeches  were  made  and 
among  them  one  by  our  venerable  friend.  Sir  Jno.  W.  Simons.  We  would  like 
to  clip  a  number  of  gems  of  thought  from  these  fountains  of  eloquence,  but 
space  and  poverty  forbid.  The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the 
genial  and  ever  courteous  Sir  Jas.  A.  Scott,  and  reviews  in  his  usual  elegant 
and  modest  style,  the  transactions  of  26  Grand  Bodies.  Mississippi  for  1879 
receiving  her  due  share  of  polite  attention.  Sir  Scott  quotes  largely  and  ap- 
provingly from  Sir  Paxton's  address  and  our  report,  and  for  his  kindly  refer- 
ences to  ourselves  we  feel  very  grateful  because  we  know  them  to  be  genuine. 
We  should  be  more  than  glad  to  incorporate  some  of  the  gems  of  wisdom  that 
flow  so  courteously  from  the  pen  of  Sir  James  into  this  report,  but  time  and 
your  exchequer  forbid.    G.*.  C.*.,  Gr.  Rec.,  and  Sir  James  all  retained.  j 
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WEST  VIRGINIA— 1880. 

Fifth  and  Sixth  Annual  Conclaves  held  at  Martinsbnrg  and  Parkersburg, 
Sept.  18,  1878  and  Sept.  17,  1879.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Ilaldennan  as  G.'.  C/.  presiding; 
Sir  (ieo.  F.  Irvine,  Gr.  Ree.  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  H.  Sterling,  G.*.  C.*.,  being  prevented 
from  attending,  hi«  address  was  read  by  the  Grand  Recorder.  He  decides  in- 
stallation not  necesHiiry  in  case  of  re-election  of  an  officer,  which  is  very  con- 
venient, if  not  exactly  good  law.  The  address  is  short  but  well  written.  We 
find  nothing  in  it  of  general  interest,  nor  in  the  proceedings.  We  congratulate 
our  f raters  of  West  Virginia  on  the  fact  that  they  are  out  of  debt.  Sir  J.  S. 
Halderuian,  G.*.  CV.  1878-79,  was  also  prevented  from  attending,  and  his  report 
or  address  was  read  by  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  is  an  original  produc- 
tion. In  it  we  find  the  following  remarkable  proposition,  which  we  commend 
to  the  careful  consideration  of  those  opponents  of  a  higher  and  holier  mission 
for  Templarism  than  can  be  attained  by  public  parades,  fuss,  perspiration, 
feathers  and  sword-entangled  legs.  We  trust  Sir  Ilalderman  is  sufficiently 
advanced  in  his  ideas  to  suit  these  sticklers  for  general  license.  Referring  to 
public  parades  he  says  :  "There  is  a  dilTerence  of  opinion  among  our  Sir  Knights 
concerning  the  propriety  of  our  public  parades ;  there  should  be  no  variance 
on  this  subject.  ''There  is  a  propriety  of  action  in  ail  thai  we  do  in  life^  and 
whilst  it  would  be  wrong  or  injurious  to  appear  in  public  on  every  trial  occasion, 
it  is  equally  wrong,  injurious  and  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  Templar- 
ism to  live  like  superannuated  monks.^'  It  is  barely  possible  that  our  R.'.  E.'. 
frater  does  not  mean  exactly  what  he  says  above.  If  he  does — his  ideas  of 
propriety  are  not  what  would  be  considered  orthodox.  The  address  is  short 
and,  barring  the  above  little  heresies,  is  an  excellent  paper.  The  report  on 
Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  O.  S.  Long,  and  reviews  the  doings  of 
20  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  not  included.  Sir  Long  makes  a  short  but  ex- 
cellent report,  and  we  would  be  glad  to  incorporate  some  of  his  ideas  into  ours* 
but  the  40  page  law  admonishes  us  to  close.  We  have  no  proceedings  for  1880 
of  this  Grand  Commandery. 


WISCONSIN— 1880. 

Twenty -second  Annual  Conclave  held  at  Oshkosh  September  7;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
John  W.  WoodhulU  G.*.  C..,  Sir  Chas.  W.  Redford  as  Gr.  Rec.  The  address  of 
G.*.  C*.  Woodhull,  like  all  documents  that  claim  him  as  their  author,  is  an 
able  and  interesting  paper.  As  the  matters  treated  upon  are  almost  exclusively 
local,  we  refrain  from  clipping.  He  says,  and  justly  no  doubt,  that  the  business 
transacted  by  G.\  E.\  was  very  meagre  and  will  hardly  result  in  much  benefit 
to  the  Order.  He  attributes  this  result  to  the  badness  of  the  Hall  in  which  the 
Conclave  was  held,  the  immense  number  of  Sir  Knights  present,  and  the 
variety  of  entertainments  provided  for  them,  and  the  hot  weather.  Sorry  to 
differ  from  Sir  John,  but  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  result,  of  nothing 
doneforthegoodof  the  Order,  would  have  followed,  had  the  circumstances  and 
surroundings  been  as  exceptionally  good  as  they  were  bad.  Can  any  good  thing 
come  out  of  Nazareth?    Sir  John  objects  to  people  grumbling  at  being  crowded      t 
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yrhen  200,000  people  are  stowed  away  in  accommodations  barely  larije  enough 
for  half  as  many.  We  concur.  Our  Fraters  of  Chicago  did  t^e  best  they 
could,  and  ought  not  to  have  been  expected  to  do  more.  Some  people  would 
grumble  if  they  had  to  be  hung.  This  is  Sir  John's  valedictory,  after  four 
years  service  as  G.*.  C.*.,  and  he  again  resumes  the  pencil  and  scissors  of  the 
Mutuals,  and  the  pen  and  salary  of  the  Grand  Recorder.  In  whatever  station 
he  may  be  placed  he  fills  the  bill  perfectly,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Proceedings  local.  Sir  Gurney  and  others  from  Chicago  in  attendance* 
Banquet  at  Plankerton  House ;  good  time  ;  everybody  happy.  The  report  on 
Oorrespondence  is  by  Sir  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  and  if  you  desire  good  reading, 
spicy,  witty  and  fascinating  literature,  get  a  copy  and  you  will  have  all  this 
and  much  more.  Sir  C.  reviews,  in  his  own  peculiar  and  inimitable  style,  the 
proceedings  of  24  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1879  receiving  a  large  share 
of  courteous  attention.  There  are  a  thousand  things  in  his  review  that  would 
amuse,  interest  and  instruct,  but  you  are  too  poor  to  pay  for  printing  them, 
hence  must  leave  them  out.  For  the  kind  things  said  of  us  and  of  Mississippi 
by  Sir  C,  we  are  deeply  grateful.  This  closes  Sir  C.'s  present  engagement  as  a 
member  of  the  Mutuals  in  active  service — Sir  John  \V.  Woodhull  resuming 
his  old  place  in  the  fraternity.  Sir  C.'s  last  effort  is  his  greatest  and  best,  and 
he  can  retire  with  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  his  work  will  stand  second 
to  none  in  this  class  of  Templar  literature.  May  his  last  days  on  earth  and  the 
remaining  years  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage  be  the  brightest  and  best  of  all,  and 
may  his  final  exit  from  the  scenes  of  earth  be  but  the  transit  to  the  glories  of 
"  The  Better  Land."  Sir  C.  F.  G.  Collins  is  G.'.  C.*.;  Sir  Jno.  W.  Woodhull 
Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C. 


CONCLUSION. 

This  closes  our  review  of  such  pamphleta  as  we  have  received.  Several  of 
the  States  not  having  put  in  an  appearance,  are  of  course  omitted.  In  our  journey 
through  this  mass  of  Templar  literature  we  have  noted  the  fact  that  in  a  large 
majority  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  the  Order  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition,  both  numerically  and  financially.  We  regret  that  the  indications 
of  an  advance  in  the  direction  of  a  higher  morality  and  a  more  zealous  interest 
in  the  propogation  of  the  purer  and  better  principles  of  the  Order,  is  not  ap- 
parent. The  passion  for  public  dbplay  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  social  features 
of  the  institution,  seem  to  swallow  up  and  engulf  all  other  considerations. 

Our  association  with  our  Fraters  of  the  Mutual  Order  have  been  most  pleas- 
ant, and  we  desire  here  to  express  our  satisfaction  with,  and  our  personal  regard 
for  each  one  of  them.  Our  efibrts  to  get  up  a  good  report  have  been  retarded 
in  no  small  degree,  if  not  utterly  defeated  by  the  baneful  effects  of  the  40- 
page  law. 

What  Templary  has  lost  in  this  instance  by  the  operation  of  said  law,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  compute  from  our  stand -point,  but  very  easy  from  that  of 
a  discriminating  public.    Our  brother  Mutuals  will  readily  understand  how 
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depressing  an  effect  it  naturally  has  upon  one  to  be  compelled  to  incorporate 
the  information  usually  found  in  Webster's  dictionary  within  the  compass  of  a 
dime  novel,  2Cnd  will  be  able  to  appreciate  our  condition  in  this  matter. 

However,  our  work  is  done  and  we  submit  it  for  your  inspection.  Treat  it 
leniently,  and  excuse  its  defects ;  it  is  the  best  we  could  give  you  under  the 
circumstances. 

Courteously, 

It,  G.  DeLAP, 

For  Committee. 
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Returns  OF 
SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27, 1880. 

:  INCLUDING  OFFICERS  FOR  1881.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1.-Jack80N,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  (Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

James  Shelton E.  C.    H.  M.  Taylor,  P.  e.  c Treasurer. 

John  McGill Gen'o.  Oliver  Clifton,  p.  E.  c,  p.  o.c.Recorder. 

James  M.  McKee C.  G.     W.  S.  Hamilton St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  c Prelate.    J.  A.  Webb,  p.  e.  c Sw.  Bearer. 

M.  F.  Ash,  p.  E.  c S.  W.    Geo.  S.  Green,  p.e.  c Warder. 

Jno.  M.  Smylie ,...J.  W.    J.  M.  Cain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Thomas  Palmer,  John  T.  Buck,  R.  L.  Saun- 
ders. 

Members— W.  B.  Baldwin,  Harris  Barksdale,  Robt.  Bradlev,  Wm.  J.  Brown, 
*Sr.,  Wra.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Cameron,  W.  K.  Douglas,  J.  'H.  Echols,  J.  A. 
Galbreath,  Sr.,  J.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  W.  H.  Gibbs,  N.  Greener, 
J.  S.  Hamilton,  Wells  C.  Ilarrell,  C.  J.  Heuck,  Thos.  R.  Holloman,  J.  A.  Hos- 
kins,  C.  Johnson,  David  Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Luther  Man- 
ship,  R.  F.  McGill,  J.  H.  Monfourt,  R.  C.  Pendergrast,  W.  B.  Taylor,  W.  H. 
Tegarden— Total,  43. 

Orders  Conferred— W.  S.  Hamilton,  Luther  Manship,  R.  C.  Pendergrast, 
W.  B.  Baldwin,  W.  H.  Tegarden,  Chas.  J.  Heuck. 
Affiliated — W\  K.  Douglas,  D.  D. 
Reinstated — A.  J.  Lewis,  Thos.  R.  Holloman. 
DiMiTTED — C.  A.  Rice. 
Died — John  Nelson,  p.  e.  c,  July  10,  1880. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $83  00 
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MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2.— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  fqr  1881. 

Jas.  W.  Gray E.  C.  W.  H.  Bowen Treasurer. 

J.  D.  Miles Gen*o.  Jno.  W.Powell,  p.  e.c Recorder. 

Jas.  H.  Beresford C.  G.  C.  G.  Wright St.  Bearer. 

E.  T.  Henry,  p.  E.  o.,  p.  G.  c* Prelate.  C.  E.Thomas 8w.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton.  p.  e.  c,  p.  g.  c S.  W.  Wm.  French,  p.  e.  c,  d.  g.  c.  ..Warder. 

Frederic  Speed,  p. e.c J.  W.  Wm.  Murray Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commander— T.  G.  Birchett. 

Members — M.  T.  Anderson,  F.  M.  Andrews,  D.  H.  Alverson,  G.  W.  Book- 
out,  J.  W.  Beaty,  Wm.  M.  Chamberlain,  S.  H.  Childress,  E.  C.  Carroll,  Sims 
Coate,  L.  A .  Campbell,  H.  Denio,  Jos.  Eakins,  C.  C.  Floweree,  F.  M.  Feather- 
ston,  E.  C.  Grant,  T.  J.  Harper,  J.  T.  Heard,  I.  Hardy,  W.  S.  Harris,  H.  V. 
Horton,  John  L.  Hebron,  Jas.  J.  Hayes,  E.  P.  Jones,  W.  G.  Jones,  Geo.  M. 
Klein,  Jas.  H.  King,  W.  W.  Lord,  p.  d.  g.  c,  W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  G.  G.  Man- 
love,  W.  W^  Murphy,  D.  B.  Nailor,  H.  E.  O'Reilly,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Chas.  Pare, 
M.  R.  Payne,  W.  S.  Patton,  p.  g.  c,  Thos.  Ri^by,  Wm.  Richards,  Geo.  H.  Rig- 
by,  W.  H.  Richerson,  0.  A.  Rice,  Geo.  H.  Smith,  W.  J.  Smith,  J.  R.  Smith,  J. 
T.  Taylor,  Wm.  M.  Vosburg,  W.  D.  Wilson,  H.  W.  Wilson— Total,  61. 

Orders  Conferred— J.  J.  Hayes,  C.  G.  Wright. 

Affiliated— Jos.  Eakins,  W.  W.  Murphy,  C.  A.  Rice,  J.  R.  Smith,  H.  W. 
Wilson. 

DiMiTTED — T.  J.  Catch ings. 

Died— Thomas  J.  White,  February  13,  1880. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery., $71  00 

*Since  died. 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3.— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

L.  C.  Abbott E.  C.  R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

John  Shackleford Gen'o.  John  Belford Recorder. 

R.  H.  Montgomery C.  G.  T.  S.  Wright St.  Bearer. 

J.  T.  Meade,  P.  E.  c Prelate.  J.  J.  Baker Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  e.  c S.  W.  F.  C.  Mercer,  p.  g.c Warder. 

C.  Oltenburg,  p.e.c J.  W.  W.  F.  Stigler Sentinel. 

Members— D.  H.  Allen,  J.  D.  Dabney,  H.  P.  Davis,  M.  L.  Harman,  B.  H. 
McGee,  D.  Mitchel,  C.T.  Murphy,  R.M.  Murphy— Total,  20. 

Reinstated — J.  W.  Lowry. 

DiMiTTED— J.  C.  Birkhead,  J.  W\  Lowry. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $21  00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4.— Holly  Springs,  Marshall 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

L.  B.  Mosby E.C.  J.  R.  Denty Treasurer. 

John  R.  McCarroU Gen^o.  T.  L.  Bennett Recorder. 

J. G.  Leach C.  G.  R.  S.  Stith StBearer. 

P.  J.  Eckles Prelate.  W.  H.  Newell Sw.  Bearer. 

Robt.  McGowan S.  W. 

J.  B.  Johnson J.  W. 


R.  B.  Miller .^...........Warder.  jTr> 

T.  H.  Gregg ?.'.9.'!'.^.^.l^.Sentinel.  Y^ 
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Past  Eminent  Commander — J.  T.  Whitehead. 

Members— R.  P.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Brooks,  J.  T.  Fant,  W.  S.  Featheraton,  Frank 
Ferrill,  W.  J.  Falkner,  T.  J.  Malone,  J.  M.  McDonald,  T.  B.  Parker,  H.  B. 
Whitehead,  A.  Q.  Withers,  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  J.  L.  Wilson— Total,  26. 

Reinstated— W.  J.  Falkner. 

Died— B.  D.  Mathews,  p.  e.  c,  July  11, 1880. 
Cues  to  Grand  Commandery $27  00' 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County: 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

John  A.  Dicks E.  C.     R.  S.  Dixon Treasurer. 

A.  H.  Foster Gen'o.     C.  F.  Merrick Recorder. 

F.S.  Shaw C.  G.     C.  A.  Winert St.  Bearer. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap Prelate.     A.  Bahin Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  McDowell S.  W.     John  R.  Bledsoe Warder. 

Wm.  H.  Stewart J.  W.    J.  Peebles Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  o.  c,  W.  H.  Watkins,*  Hy 
Clarke,  C.  T.  Chamberlain. 

Members — T.  Jeff.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  L.  S.  Cornwall.  A. 
V.  Davis,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Douglass,  F.  F.  Fowler,  C.  F.  Farrar,  Thomas 
Grafton,  E.  J.  Guice,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  James  Hardie,  G.  St.  C.  Hussey,  James 
Hahn,  C.  S.  Kinney,  Geo.  W.  Kountz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  F.  Learned,  E.  A.  Law- 
rence, S.  A.  Mason,  J.  Quit.  Munce,  O.  S.  Miles,  Wm.  Noonan,  H.  C.  Norman, 
G.  B.  Rocca,  Sax.  H.  Shaw,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  A.  R.  Tyler,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  C.  C. 
Walden,  W.  L.  Wells,  W.  Weir,  E.  L.  Whitney,  F.  K.  Winchester. 
—Total,  51. 

Orders  Conferred — C.  F.  Merrick. 

DiMiTTED — R.  S.  Woodward. 

Died— Geo.  J.  Dicks,  Dec.  28th,  1879 ;  C.  F.  Schwartz,  Feb.,  1880 ;  P.  Nei- 
heysel,  June,  1880. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $56  00 

*Sincc  died. 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water  Vadley. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  E.  c E.  C.    J.  B.  Pate Treasurer. 

S.  B.  Brown Gen'o.    J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c Recorder. 

AV.  C.  Shackleford C.  G.    Joel  Croom St.  Bearer. 

T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     F.  W.  Weatherly Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  E.  Wagner,  p.  e.  c S.  W.     W.  H.  Biles Warder. 

Henry  Gibbon,  p.  e.  c J.  W.    W.  F.  Palmore Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commander — C.  Montgomery. 

Members.— J.  M.  Boon,  G.  W.  Boyles,  J.  F.  Duff,  J.  L.  Eskridge,  D.  T.  Frv, 
H.  C.  Goode,  A.  li.  Guntharp,  J.  B.  Hudspeth,  John  Kirby,  W.  P.  Painter, 
Henderson  Ray,  S.  M.Thames,  D.  R.  Wagner,  Henry  White,  J.  F.  White,  L. 
R.  Wilson,  P.  D.  Woods.- Total,  30. 

Orders  Conferred — J.  L.  Eskridge,  G.  W.  Boyles. 

Died— M.  D.  Wilson,  November  23,  1880;  E.  W.  Smith,  Dec.  5, 1880. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $40  Ol 
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WINONA  COMMANDERY,  No.  7— Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Begalar  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officebs  for  1881. 

C.  M.  Erwin,p.  o.  c E.  C.    W.  W.  Marshall^  Treasurer. 

T.  H.Walker Gen'o.    G.  A.  Spivey Secretary. 

C.  H.  Campbell C.  G.    D.  L.  Sweatman St.  Bearer. 

T.C.  Everett Prelate.     L.  Bailey Sw.  Bearer. 

J.T.  Lay 8.  W.     Frank  Hawkins,  Jr Warder. 

V.  C.Butt J.  W.    John  Killing8worlh„ Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commani^rrs — J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P.  Turner. 

Members — C.  S.  Johnson,  J.  M.  Ellis,  C.  M.  Atkinson,  A.  M.  Barrington, 
W.  H.  Bailey,  J.  R  Binford,  S.  N.  Ely,  Frank  Hawkins,  Sr.,  AV.  H.  Johnson, 
C.  Y.  Marshall,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  R.  D.  Palmer,  F.  M.  Shyrock,  D.  D.  Wilkins.— 
Total,  28. 

DiEi>— Wm.  Cothran,  Nov.  11, 1880  ;  S.  R.  Sproles. 
Dues  to  Grand  Com mandery $28  00 


DE  MOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbi  s,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

B.  A.  Vaughan E.  C.    C.  M.  Ottley Treasurer. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  e.  c Gen^o.    Jos.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  E.  Leigh C.  G.    J.  W.  Soady St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  o.  c Prelate.    R.  F.  HudBon Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  W.  Munger S.  W.    Thos  Tracev Warder. 

J.  H.  Lawrence J.  W.    D.  D.  L.  Quinn Sentinel. 

Members— A.  H.  Barkley.  J.  S.  Billupn,  G.  A.  Evans,  N.  M.  Gooch,  E.  F. 
Kemp,  II.  C.  Long,  W.  A.  Moore,  J.  A.  Martin,  H.  Osborne,  W.  K.  Rod  well, 
E.  T.  Sykes,  L.  M.  Tucker,  C.  R.  Tucker,  N.  M.  Teasdale.— Total,  26. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $26  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  evening  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

J.  S.  Cain,  P.  e.  c E.  C.  T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

F.  Burkitt Gen*o.  J.  A.  Mooser Recorder. 

C.  C.  Ross C.  G.  J.  P.  Porter St.  Bearer. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh,  P.  E.  c Prelate.  Jno.  S.  Cobb,  Jr Sw.  Bearer. 

A.  Babbitt,  p.  E.  c S.  W.  Jno.  McCurlev Warder. 

W.  M.Buchanan J.  W.  Z.  T.  Trice...* Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  E.  M.  Walker,  J.  W. 
Buchanan. 

Members— R.  B.  Brannin,  S.  H.  Berge,  G.  W.  Bashaw,  W.  B.  Barker,  J.  W. 
Bowen,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  Thos.  E.  Cinnon,  J.  L.  Finley,  A.  H.French,  W.  H. 
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Gilmore,  C.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  H.  W.  Hunter,  A.  J. 
Moore,  H.  C.  Meudenhall,  A.  J.  Mc Williams,  George  Murphy,  R.  G.  Pearson. 
C.  N.  Simpson,  B.  A.  P.  Selman,  P.  M.  Savery,  E.  L.  Svkes,  S.  T.  Sykes,  S.  H. 
Taylor,  J.  M.  Trice,  B.  S.  Trice,  H.  Waldrop,  ft.  M.  Young,  J.  R. 
Johnson — Total,  45. 

Orders  Conferred — G.  W.  Bashaw. 

Affiliated — J.  L.  Finlev,  P.  M.  Saverv,  B.  A.  P.  Selman,  R.  M.  Young,  S. 
H.  Taylor. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $50  00 


KOSCIUSKO  COMMVNDERY,  No.   11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

J.  M.  Lewis,  p.  E.  c E.  C.  W.  V.  Davis,  p.  e.  c Treasurer. 

J.  B.  Davis Gen*o.  John  Riley Recorder. 

J.  N.  Taylor C.  G.  J.  C.  Lucas St.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Thompson,  p.  e.  c Prelate.  J.  H.  Alexander Sw.  Bearer. 

D.  Carr,  p.  e.  c S.  W.  M.  A.  Clark,  p.  E.  c Warder. 

L.   Glazier J.  W.  A.  G.  Noah,  p.  e.  c Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— D.  L.  Smythe,  S.  C.  Conly. 

Members — \Vm.  Allen,  J.  C.  Ashley,  W.  W.  Baccus,  J.  G.  Carlisle,  J.  S. 
Comfort,  F.  M.  Glass,  J.  P.  Irving,  Jas.  Meggs,  A.  W.  Mitchell,  Jas.  G.  Riley, 
I.  W.  Scarbrough,  J.  G.  Sallis,  E.  F.  Shuler,  J.  F.  Short,  L.  S.  Terry.— Total, 
29. 

DiMiTTED— B.  B.  Lindsey. 
Died— J.  D.  Riramer,  June  7th,  1880. 

Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues — S.  P.  Rimmer,  M.  W.  Stephen- 
son. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $29  00 


CANTON  C03IMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 

\Vm.  Priestly, E.  C.    J.  T.  Boyd Treasurer. 

A.  M.  Gurley Gen'o.     L.  Schnider Recorder. 

Jno.  T.  Cameron C.  G.    J.W.Ellis St.   Bearer. 

Thos.  A.  Phillips Prelate.    J.  T.  Priestly Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Mills S.  W.     C.  Olsen Warder. 

J.  W.  Yeargain,  p.  E.  c J.  W.     W.  C.  Day Sentinel. 

Members— S.  A.  Arnold,  W.  D.  Ferris,  A.  J.  Guice,  D.  B.  Harris,  John 
Hart,  R.  H.  Hoffman,  Jas.  H.  Lockett,  Jas.  Newbaker,  J.  J.  Richards,  G.  W. 
Thompson.- Total,  22. 

Orders  Conferred— L.  Schnider,  J.  T.  Boyd,  R.  H.  Hoffman,  J.  T. 
Priestly. 

Affiliated — J.  W.  Ellis. 

DiMiTED — N.  K.  Gross. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $42  00 
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CXEUR  De  lion  commander Y,  No.  13— Port  Gibson,  Claiborne  Co. 

Regular  Conclaves,  lat  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 


N.  8.  Walker E.  C. 

F.  H.  Foote Gen'o. 

Wm.  Brown,  Jr C.  G. 

Jno.  A.  B.  Jones Prelate. 


Jno.  G.  Jones Treasurer. 

W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Jno.  W.  Andrews St.  Bearer. 

Robert  A.  Owen Sw.  Bearer. 


Samuel  M.  Briscoe S.  W.    A.  K.  Burnett Warder. 

Wm.  F.  Burnet J.  W.     Chas.  Hofer Sentinel. 

Members — J.  C.  Bertron,  J.  H.  Gordon,  Jno.  M.  McPherfion,  E.  Mounger,  W. 
B.  Lewis.  E.  F.  Price,  A.  Sager,  Stephen  Thrasher.— Total,  20. 
Died— W.  E.  Foote,  April  21,  1880. 
Duea  to  Grand   Commanderv $20  00 


GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15— Grenada,  Grenada  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  l«t  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1881. 


G.  Y.  Freeman E.  0. 

R.  P.  Lake Gen'o. 

C.  A.  Pardue C.  G. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  e.  c Prelate. 

B.  F.  Thomas S.  W. 

L.  R.  Turner J.  W. 


John  George Treasurer. 

R.  A.  Armstead Recorder, 

R.  N.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

W.  C.  Chamberlin Sw.  Bearer. 

R.  Highgate Warder 

J.  L.  Collins Sentinel 


16. 


Members— S.  H.  Green,  J.  H.  Howie,  Wm.  McSwine,  J.  J.  Slack.— Total, 

i. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $16  00 
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IN  FHATi:nNAL  BEMEMEEANCi: 

Of 

SIR  E,  T.  HP^NRY, 

GRAND  COMP^ANDEK  1873, 


**  A  ^fntiemtin  ty  Nrih  tind  education— a  (rut  Tan- 
pkir  titid  ciiizrny 
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SIR  JOHN  NELSON,ii 
Past  Grand  Generalissimo.  ^   '   '^^■ 


f:\    ■: 


X)IEX)    CTTJXj-y    lO,    1880. 


^v^.> 


'MN    ALL   OUR    RANKS,    Nt>XE    WAS    MORE 
7.E\IJJVH  THAN    HE." 
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SIR  WM.  H.  W ATKINS, 

Past  Eminent  Commander 

Rostilie  Commandery,  No.  5 


DIED  FEB,  5th,  1881 


"SERVAN'l'  OF  tiOJ),   WELL  DONE!'* 
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SIR  WM.  COTHRAN, 

OF  Winona  Commandery,  No,  7. 

Pgki  Grand   M«sler   of  Masons. 
DIED  NOVEMBER  5tli,  1800. 


A   just  and   upright  judge;  in  every  pos  tion,  social, 

civil  and  Masonic,  he  discharged  his  duties   with 

ability  and  zeal. 
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TO  THE  MEMORY 


e:- 


Sip  THOS.  S.  GATHRIGHT. 

4  MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY.  NO.  1. 

Past  Grand  Master  of   Mason";. 


DIED  AT  HENDERSON.  TEXAS.  M^Y  21st  J 880, 


X 


fHAiwitu\i[iii\iiiuiiLumiB 


'iir.>.i'uL£h{7^\iii 


AN  ACCOMPLISHED  AND  ZEALOUS 
CRAFTSMAN. 
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MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY.  NO.  2, 

FEBRUARY  I3lh,  1860. 


^C 


ST,  CYRCOMMANDERY,  NO,  6, 

NOVEMBER  23d,  laSQ. 


«1K  E.   W,  SMITH, 
ST,  CYR  COMMANDERY.  NO.  6. 

DECEMJER  Sib,  1380. 
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Welcome  to  the  Sir  Knights. 


[from   central  star,    APRIL   22.] 

On  WedneBday  night,  the  M.  E.  Church,  which  has  a  greater  seating  capacity 
than  any  other  building  in  our  town,  was  crowded  to  its  fullest  extent  to  wel- 
come the  Sir  Knights,  who  had  come  to  our  town  that  morning  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  their  Annual  Grand  Conclave  for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Lewis,  in  a  few  introductory  remarks,  stated  the  object  of  the 
gathering,  after  which  he  introduced  His  Honor  John  A.  Davis,  Mayor  of 
Kosciusko,  who  delivered  an  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  town  and 
citizens.  The  Sir  Knights  had  cause  to  feel  highly  gratified  at  this  address,  for 
the  sincere  expression  of  hospitable  sentiments  toward  them  contained  therein, 
and  our  peeple  had  cause  to  feel  proud  of  the  elegant  manner  in  which  it  was 
delivered.  This  address  was  responded  to  in  most  appropriate  terms,  by  Sir 
Knight  W.  G.  Ben  brook.  Grand  Commander,  of  Martin,  Miss. 

The  next  thing  on  the  programme  was  the  recitation  of  the  poetical  dialogue 
"  The  Master  Cometh  and  calleth  for  thee,"  by  Miss  Meta  Young,  assisted  by 
Misses  Fannie  Clark,  Willie  Davis,  Sallie  Glazier  and  Lizzie  Baccus,  all 
arrayed  in  regalia  and  representing  Sir  Knights. 

Miss  Hallie  Hammond  read  an  original  poem,  which  we  publish  in  another 
place,  and  to  which  we  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  as  an  extraordinary 
literary  production  for  one  of  her  years. 

A  recitation,  "  Stain  not  the  Cross,"  was  rendered  in  concert  by  Misses  Annie 
White  and  Georgia  Comfort. 

A  poem,  by  **  Clinton,"  recounting  the  history  and  work  of  the  Templar 
Masonnr  was  read  by  Miss  Tennie  Jackson. 

Sir  Knights  Oliver  Clifton,  of  Jackson,  Dr.  Vaughan,  of  Columbus,  Wm. 
French,  of  Vicksburg,  and  J.  L.  Power,  of  Jackson,  each  responded  with  ap- 
propriate remarks. 

During  the  evening  the  exercises  were  interspersed  with  music  suitable  to  the 
occasion,  both  vooal  and  instrumental.  The  audience  was  favored  with  solos 
V.  C.  Allen,  Miss  Fannie  Clark  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Shaw. 
Hadden,  Esq.,  appeared  upon  the  rostrum,  and  after  being  introduced 
to  the  Sir  Knights  proceeded  to  inform  them  that  the  Kosciusko  Lodges  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor  and  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor  were  preparing  a  banquet 
to  be  given  at  the  Court-house  in  honor  of  the  Sir  Knights,  to  which  he  now,  on 
behalf  of  the  said  Lodges,  extended  to  them  an  invitation  to  be  present.  The 
invitation  was  accepted  by  "  alar^  majority,"  and  then,  after  the  benediction 
by  Sir  Knight  and  Grand  Chaplain,  J.  H.  Alexander,  the  audience  was  dis- 
missed. 


Welcome  Address. 


By  Hon.  JOHH  A.  DAVIS,  Mayor  of  Kosciniko,  to  the  Orand  Oommandery  of  Mississippi. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

In  the  name  and  on  behelf  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Kosciusko,  I  extend 
to  you  the  generous  hand  and  open  heart  of  welcome — welcome,  thrice  Y€1<J0W^jq1p 
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into  our  midflt.  With  your  camps  pitched,  not  beneath  the  inciting  and  lurid 
ensignn  of  Marp,  but  spread  upon  tne  silent  fields  of  honor,  in  the  dissemina- 
tion and  propogation  of  brotherly  love,  truth,  and  relief.  In  days  past  it 
has  been  the  happy  and  heart-delighting  privilege  of  our  gallant  village  to 
invite  to  her  midst,  and  unobtrusively,  but  most  ingenuously,  and  gladly  enter- 
tain one  after  another  of  the  several  State  assemblages  of  the  divers  brother- 
hoods, fraternities  and  associations,  organized  and  perpetuated  in  our  State  for 
the  inculcation  and  consummation  of  all  that  is  elevating,  inspiring  and  noble 
in  man's  career.  Later,  but  not  least,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi 
has  seen  proper  to  visit  us  and  not  longer  to  pass  uj  by.  And  I  again  assure 
you.  Sir  Knights,  that  with  generous  hands  and  open  hearts,  we  welcome  you 
into  our  midst  and  bid  you  God  speed  in  immutably  establishing  in  your  every 
heart,  and  disseminating  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  those 
beautiful  and  grand  principles  which  constitute  the  substratum  upon  which 
your  fraternity  is  reposed— Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  Brotherly  Love,  Relief,  Truth, 
and  all  of  those  ameliorating  principles  where  "  it  is  beauty  calls  and  glory 
leads  the  way."  Upon  this  foundation  the  monuments  of  wisdom  grew  and 
beauty  found  th^ir  firm  resting  place,  while  time  was  yet  in  its  infancy,  their 
bold  and  lofty  summits  serving  as  beacon  lights  to  guide  the  erring  ana  way- 
ward course  of  man  and  point  his  benighted  mind  heavenward  ;  still  they  stand 
as  they  once  stood,  venerable  in  age  but  youthful  and  radient  in  interest,  to 
man — fit  temples  for  the  service  of  the  living  God.  Almost  kindred  in  birth 
and  origin  with  these  beautifying  and  enobling  principles,  is  the  institution  of 
Masonry,  which  the  Order  Knights  Templar  so  adorn.  An  institution  subser- 
vient oi  the  highest  and  most  sacred  interest  of  man,  has  stood  undismayed  at 
the  wreck  of  empires,  the  dissolution  of  kingdoms  and  principalities,  the  sub- 
servsion  of  nations  and  the  universal  upheaval  of  societv,  which  subserved  the 
sordid  and  selfish  motives  for  which  they  were  organizecf  and  sank  to  live  alone 
on  the  pages  of  history  and  in  the  land  of  song.  But  this  craft,  having  for  its 
mission  higher  and  more  noble  ends  and  aims,  has  remained  untarnished  by 
timers  corroding  touch,  and  though  venerable  with  age  and  antiquity,  stands 
before  us  with  all  the  interest  and  exuberance  of  youth  and  fragrance  oi  the  rose, 
and  the  violet.  When  we  remember  that  Masonry  had  its  birth  at  a  period 
whence  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary,  and  has  increased  in 
interest  in  each  successive  age,  how  suggestive,  yea,  how  conclusive,  of  the  good 
it  has  accomplished.  Second  to  no  institution  known  to  man,  save  the  Bride 
of  the  Risen  from  the  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  it  has  for  its  aspirations, 
and  heaven  born  ambition  the  amelioration  and  elevation  of  mankind  in  the 
scale  of  social,  moral  and  intellectual  worth.  In  every  age,  beneath  every 
clime,  and  in  every  tongue  where  the  Bible  has  been  introduced  and  inculcated, 
pointing  to  the  rest  of  the  blessed,  and  liftinpf  the  load  of  sorrow  from  the  heart 
of  man  and  filling  it  with  joy,  hope  and  happiness,  which  passeth  understanding, 
Masonry  has  been  there  shedding  abroad  its  influence  in  promoting  the  progress 
of  man  to  higher  and  more  noble  spheres.  There  is  not  a  principle,  precept  or 
lesson  taught  in  your  institution  which  is  not  found  in  that  precious  treasure 
Book  Divine.  Wherever  "the  Bible  bright  candle  of  the  Lord,"  has  shed  its 
light,  dispelling  moral  darkness  and  mental  gloom,  your  institution  has  been 
there  to  catch  the  glowing  theme,  and  dwell  with  increasing  rapture  on  its 
.beauty.  It  has  been  the  Samaritan  in  every  suffering  and  affliction  of  man. 
Its  charities  not  only  visit  the  hovels  of  the  destitute,  and  prunes  the  widow's 
weeds  and  tempers  the  asperities  of  the  orphan,  but  with  a  pure  tear  of 
anguish  considers  man's  infirmities,  and  with  heartfelt  charity  seeks  to  eradi- 
cate the  vices  and  elevate  the  deeds  of  the  unfortunate. 

Time  will  not  suffice  to  comment  upon,  nor  even  enumerate  the  glowing 
principles  of  your  institution  whose  precepts  are  not  to  bestow  charity  Irom  its 
superfluities  alone,  but  to  bestow  them  from  the  real  substance  and  wants  of  life; 
to  alleviate  and  gladden  souls  sunk  in  the  woes  and  miseries  of  worldly  vicissi- 
tude and  adversities.  Seraphs  view  with  delight  the  exercise  of  such  benevo- 
lence as  constitutes  the  true  mason's  character.  Angels  touch  their  golden 
harps  of  many  strings,  making  the  heavens  ring  while  hymning  humanity's 
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fair  fame  in  the  relms  of  blisfi  when  Masonry  is  found  in  the  inculcation  and 
performance  of  such  heavenly  deeds.  History  teaches  that  all  things  origi- 
nated and  formed  by  the  hand  of  man  and  for  his  own  purposes,  do  and  must 
crumble  and  decay  beneath  the  wasting  influence  oi  time.  But  Masonry, 
favored  by  heaven,  has  triumphed  over  every  effort  single  and  combined,  pro- 
jected for  its  subversion.  Altnough  having  its  origin  when  time  was  yet  in  its 
youth,  after  having  viewed  the  countless  vicissitudes  both  of  church  and  State, 
civil  and  military  institutions,  and  remaining  undimned  thereby,  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  with  the  exhilerance  of  the  morning  dew  upon  its  brow,  and  to-day 
in  its  freshness  and  beauty,  blossoms  like  the  fair  rose  of  Sharon.  Whence  we 
conclude  that  Masonry,  pure  and  uncontaminated  with  the  abominations  of 
time  and  tide,  will  triumph  over  the  crush  of  worlds  and  wreck  of  matter. 

•• When 

Heaven's  last  torch  shakes  the  world  below, 
She,  undismayed,  shall  o'er  the  ruin  smile. 
And  light  her  torch  at  nature's  funeral  pile." 


An  Acrostic, 


BY   SIR  KNIGHT  J.   L.   POWER,   ON   WEDNESDAY   NIGHT. 

Kind,  courteous,  cultured,  peaceful,  steady,  true, 
Open-hearted,  open-handed,  are  the  good  folks  here  we  view ; 
Since  Knighthood  first  began,  her  pilgrim's  ne'er  have  met 
Comforts  more  unstinted — and  they  ne'er  will  better  get; 
In  all  the  elements  that  make  a  people  good  and  great. 
Unsurpassed  they  are  not^  in  other  city,  town,  or  State. 
Smile  on,  Supreme  Commander,  on  this  j^oodly  place; 
Keep  her  people  filled  with  knowledge,  piety  and  grace — 
On  each  pronounce  the  verdict  of  .everlasting  peace. 
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The  Master  Cometh. 

"The  Master  Cometh  and  Calleth  for  Thee." 

This  dramatic  poem  was  written  in  1873  for  a  meeting  of  the  five  Ck)m- 
manderies  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Various  CoDimanderies  are  now  in  the  habit 
of  using  it  as  a  relief  to  the  monotony  of  ritual  work,  and  in  public  to  display 
more  effectively  the  grander  principles  of  Templary.  At  recent  Conclaves  of 
the  Qrand  Commanderies  of  Kentucky  and  Kansas  this  poem  was  intro- 
duced. 

[This  poem  was  very  beautifully  rendered  by  the  following  young  ladies  of  Kosciusko,  at 
the  entertainment  at  Methodist  Church  on  the  first  night  of  the  Grand  Conclave:  Meter 
Young,  as  first  speaker ;  Willie  Davis,  second ;  Sallfe  Glazier,  third ;  Fannie  Clarke, 
fourth ;  Lizzie  Baccus,  fifth ;  the  two  last  verses  being  recited  bv  all  five,  i^  concert. 
These  young  ladies  each  wore  a  baldric,  a  Templar  badge,  and  wielded  the  sword  with 
an  ease  and  skill  that  would  have  done  credit  to  veterans.] 

The  number  of  Knights  necessary  to  the  dramatis  per$owB  b  five.  The  first 
speaker  stands  in  the  East ;  the  other  four  are  dispersed  at  intervals  through 
tne  asylum.  The  first  speaker  begins  by  addressing  himaelf  to  the  general 
audience  as  follows: 

0  gallant  Knights,  in  fitting  garb  arrayed, 

With  helmet  high,  and  cross  and  glittering  blade — 
Brave  warriors  in  a  warfare  not  to  cease 
Till  wearied  souls  shall  find  perpetual  peace, 

While  in  this  noble  chamber  met, 

Where  zeal  and  light  and  love  abound, 

Let's  sit  around  the  Master's  feet. 

And  listen  to  the  gracious  sound  : 

The  Master  — Prince  Immanuel, 

The  sound — His  word  we  love  so  well ! 

If  to  this  company  our  Lord  would  come. 

If  here,  and  now,  Jesus  would  make  His  home. 

If  face  to  face,  we  could  behold  that  head 

Once  crowned  with  thorns,  once  buried  with  the  dead  ; 

If  in  our  hands  those  hands  were  laid,  once  torn 

With  cruel  spikes,  alas.  On  cruel  cross-tree  borne, 

What  startling  questions,  gallant  Templars,  might 

Our  Grand  Commander,  make  to  us  *o-night  ? 

(Drawing  his  sword  he  turns  to  the  second  speaker,  salutes,  and  enquires.) 

SeTiXiTU  of  Jesu8f  bold  and  free^ 

What  fuut  thou  done,  Sir  Knight,  fin*  me  f 

(  The  second  speaker  rises,  draws  sword,  salutes  and  answers.) 

1  saw  the  widow's  tears,  I  heard  the  cry. 
Her  little  ones  in  rags  and  misery, 

Her  household  lamp  gone  out,  the  firelight  dead. 

In  utter  loneliness  and  lack  of  bread  : 

Then  Master,  in  Thy  place  I  stood,  my  hand 

Was  opened  wide  to  that  unhappy  band ; 

I  fed  them,  clothed  them,  and  that  widow's  prayer 

Named  my  poor  name  who  saved  her  from  despair. 

Ibis,  OLord,  I  did  for  Thee, 

Thou  hast  done  so  much  for  me. 
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(The  first  speaker  now  turns  to  the  third  speaker,  salutes  and  enquires.) 

Servant  of  JesuSj  bold  and  free, 

What  hast  thou  done^  Sir  Knight  for  me  t 

(The  third  speaker  rises,  draws,  salutes  and  answers.) 

I  found  a  ^ood  man  compassed  round  with  foes, 
On  every  side  reproaches,  threats  and  blows : 
In  innocence  he  bravely  strove  and  well, 
And  many  a  foeman  to  his  good  sword  fell ; 
But  nature  fainting,  soon  his  arm  were  numb 
Had  not  my  cross-Tiilt  sword,  relieving,  come; 
Then  Master,  in  thy  place  I  stood  1  my  blade 
Flew  swiftly  from  its  scabbard  to  his  aid  : 
I  shielded  him,  I  smote  till  close  of  day. 
And  drove  them  all  discomfited  away. 

This,  O  I^rd,  I  did  for  Thee, 

Thou  hadst  done  so  much  for  me. 

(The  first  speaker  now  turns  to  the  fourth  speaker,  salutes  and  enquires.) 

Servant  of  JemUy  bold  and  fret^ 

What  hast  thou  done,  Sir  Knight ,  for  met 

(The  fourth  speaker  rises,  draws,  salutes  and  answers.) 

I  saw  a  stricken  Knight — his  youth  had  fled. 
Friends  of  his  manhood  resting  with  the  dead. 
Standing  beside  a  monumental  stone, 
A  mourner,  broken-hearted  and  alone : 
Hopes  once  as  bright  and  flowery  as  the  spring, 
Withered  and  flown  upon  returnless  wing ; 
Then  Master,  in  Thy  place  I  stood !  I  showed 
From  Thy  last  message  all  the  love  of  God, 
Pointed  Thee  out  on  Mediatorial  Throne, 
And  lo !  he  made  Thy  promises  his  own  ! 

This,  O  Lord,  I  did  for  Thee, 

Thou  hadst  done  bo  much  for  me. 

(The  first  speaker  now  turns  to  the  fifth  speaker,  salutes  and  enquires.) 

Servant  of  JesuSy  bold  and  free. 

What  hast  thou  done.  Sir  Knight,  for  me  t 

(The  fifth  speaker  rises,  draws,  salutes  and  answers.) 

Master  Divine,  in  all  life's  weary  round 
None  so  unhappy  ax  myself  I  found  ! 
Blind,  naked,  sin-poUuted,  wholly  lost; 
A  wreck  upon  the  ocean,  tempest  tost ; 
Naught  could  I  do  to  win  Thy  loving  smile, 
Since  all  my  doings,  like  myself,  were  vile; 
Then,  Master,  to  Thyself  I  flew !  I  plead 
That  righteousness  that  triumphed  o'er  the  dead, 
Placed  my  eternal  trust  within  Thy  hand. 
And  evermore  will  bow  at  Thy  command. 

This,  O  Lord,  I  did  for  Thee, 

Thou  hadst  done  so  much  for  me. 
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(The  first  speaker  then  addresses  the  assembled  Knights,  all  spontaneously 
rising  and  saluting  him.) 

Sir  Knights,  well  done  !  the  hiffh  award  is  given, 

Yon  open  Word  assures  us  of  His  praise  : 
It  is  not  far  from  grateful  heart  to  Heaven, 

Almost  we  see  Him  with  faith's  earnest  gaze  ; 
Sir  Knights,  well  done !  read  gladly  the  decree — 

"  Ye  did  it  unto  them  and  unto  me/" 

It  is  but  little  anv  man  can  do, 

So  insignificant  is  human  powV; 
But  as  on  christian's  pilgrimage  we  go, 

There  are  occasions  every  day  and  hour 
In  which  God's  hand  is  seen,  and  be  our  care 
To  act  as  Jesus  would  were  Jesus  there. 

The  widow's  tears  are  His,  for  Jesus  wept ; 

The  imperiled  Knight  is  His — spring  forth,  ye  blade  !   • 
The  broken  heart  is  Hi« — while  others  slept 

How  in  Gethsemane  He  groaned  and  prayed  ! 
Sir  Knights,  He  left  this  sin-struck  world  to  us. 
To- give  its  comfort  and  remove  its  curse. 

Leap  forth,  good  swords !  stand,  warriors,  on  your  feet ! 

In  serried  ranks  bear  one  another  up ! 
By  This  Sign  Conquer!  it  is  full, complete. 

You  need  no  oth^r  sign,  no  other  hope : 
And  when  from  nerveless  hands  your  swords  shall  fall. 
The  Grand  Commander  will  receive  us  all. 
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A  POETICAL  ADDRiiSS. 


[Written  by  Miss  Halie  Hammond,  of  Kosciusko,  a  littiegirl  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  read 
by  her  before  the  reception  meeting  to  the  Sir  Knights  held  at  t^e  M.  E.  Church  of 
Kosciusko,  Wednesday  night,  April,  zoth,  1881.  ] 

Sib  Knights  of  Gbamd  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Ye  repre§entative«,  bold  and  brave, 

Of  hiRtory'a  zealous  Knights  of  old  : 
When  duty  called,  your  cause  to  save, 

You  fought  as  christian  warriors  bold. 
Naught  but  the  sword  that  cause  could  spare, 

Yet  thousands  in  its  use  might  share. 

Your  noble  work  throufi^hout  the  land. 

Dates  back  to  Jesus*  lowly  birth, 
Which  brought  eternal  life  to  roan, 

And  love  and  peace  to  all  the  earth ; 
The  star  to  shepherds  led  the  way 
To  where  the  infant  Savior  lay. 

No  longer  must  you  wield  the  sword 

In  brave  defense  of  faith  and  love ; 
But  in  the  true,  unerring  Word, 

Your  work  revealed  yon  from  above ; 
And  with  your  glorious  "  Prince"  as  ^uide, 

No  power  can  draw  you  from  Ilis  side  1 

Yours  is  the  right  to  aid  and  cheer 

The  sick,  the  fallen,  and  distressed ; 
In  angel  forms  to  hover  near 

And  bear,  to  weary  hearts,  sweet  rest ! 
And  o*er  their  spirits*  darkest  night 

Cast  radiant  beams  of  heavenly  light. 

When  the  hand  of  Death  brought  grief  and  gloom 

To  homes  once  happy,  bright  and  blessed  ; 
When  hearts  were  in  the  silent  tomb 

Consigned  to  sweet,  unbroken  rest. 
The  noble  Knights  were  there  to  share 
The  heart's  great  sorrow  and  dispair. 

To  open  wide  the  bounteous  hand, 

Dispense  to  suffering  hearts  relief. 
And  bring  unto  our  "  sunny  land" 

Their  sympathies  in  times  of  grief; 
Brave  Knights  I  your  aid  shall  never  cease 

Till  you  have  found  celestial  peace  I 

But  see!  Sir  Knights,  a  vacant  chair* 

Speaks  sadly  from  its  mantled  gloom  ; 
It  tells  us  Death  has  hovered  near. 

And  borne  a  noble  warrior  home. 
Yes,  borne  him  from  a  useful  sphere, 
But  still  his  spirit  lingers  near ! 

Full  soon  YOUR  earthly  stay  must  end^ 

Your  sojourn  in  a  strange  land  cease, 
The  mortal  garb  which  earth  did  lend, 

Shall  change  for  heavenly  robes  of  peace. 
Be  only  faithful  in  the  strife, 
And  yours  shall  be  A  crown  of  Life  !     ^.^^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 

<*  Referring  to  Sir  Knight  James  D,  Rimroer,  deceased. 
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Author's  Apology. 

Not  an  pictures,  odd  and  quaint, 
Polished  by  a  poet's  paint ; 
Not  as  strbins  of  thrilling  fire, 
Heating  to  the  ht-art's  deep  core  ; 
Not  as  from  a  grand -strung  lyre 
Do  I  sine  this  tale  of  yore. 
But  in  simple  words,  my  pen 
Fain  would  tell  a  story  old — 
Tell  a  tale  of  Christian  men, 
Tell  a  tale  of  Knighthood  bold  : 
Follow  me,  I  ask  and  pray. 
Not  as  critics,  bound  to  say, 
**  O  the  rhymes  are  rough  indeed  ! 
Much  of  polish  do  they  need  !  " 
But  with  lenience  heed  the  tale, 
Let  the  theme — the  glorious  theme 
Meet  the  want  where  words  do  fail- 
Then  my  song  will  sweeter  seem. 


I. 
The  world  was  dark. — Dark?    No!  the  sun 

Shown  brightly  as  it  does  to-day  ; 
Earth's  rills  and  rivers  careless  spun 
Adown  their  slopes — to  fill  the  one 
Blue  bosom  far  away. 

II. 
The  valleys  teemed  with  pleasant  flowers 

And  shady  groves  ;  ana  cattle  lowed 
Upon  the  healthy  plains:  tryst-bowers 
Were  known  to  maid  ana  lover ;  towers 

Of  wealth  in  the  sunlight  glowed. 

III. 
Heaven's  sky  was  blue,  and  it  was  fair ; 
And  sunsets  knew  their  tints  of  gold. 
As  now ;  bright  waving  grain  did  bear 
The  people  bread ;  rich  fruits  were  there 
In  measures  most  untold. 
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IV. 
And  yet,  the  world  was  dark.    War  waged, 

And  nationR,  craving  power  and  gain, 
Drenched  others'  lands  in  blood,  and  raged 
Like  lion- tempests,  hot  enraged, 
To  deal  out  envy's  pain. 

V. 
But  that  was  not  the  worst ;  for  even 

To-dav,  man's  passions  rankle  so 
Within  his  breast,  that  all  hit*  heaven 
He  soon  forgets,  as,  by  them  driven, 
In  war  he  plunges  low. 

VI. 

But  in  the  age  of  which  I  speak, 

(Long  centuries  of  time  now  past,) 
Vile  Ignorance  made  the  people  weak. 
While  Superstition  (  from  a  peak 
Of  Pagan  temples,)  cast 

VIL 

Her  dark'ning  shroud  wide  o'er  the  earth, 

And  hid  the  sky  of  Intellect 
That  might  have  blessed  the  land ;  and  dearth 
(  Of  all  save  sin  )  was  found  ;  but  birth 
Of  all  that  quickly  wrecked 

VIIL 

Man's  moral  nature,  (  and  which  made 

Him  slave  to  basest  passions,  while 
They  knew  not  God,  nor  him  obeyed,) 
Increased  with  growing  vears;  nor  stayed 
Was  shame  and  vice  and  guile. 

IX. 
Yes,  all  the  world  was  dark  !    The  brain 

Of  man  was  steeped  and  cjrazed  with  wild 
And  foolish  fancies  ;  and  the  reign 
Of  Darkness  cursed  all  lands  with  pain — 
And  Satan  loved  his  child. 

X. 

Christ's  holy  name  had  been  forgot, 
His  sepulchre  had  been  defamed  ; 
Christianity  was  left  to  rot 
Within  the  ruins  of  Bethl'hem's  cot— 
And  idols  had  been  named. 

XL 

Grand  Moslem  domes  and  Pagan  spires, 

Reached  up  to  taunt  God's  frowning  face  ; 
And  heathen  millions  bowed  to  fires, 
To  shapeless  stones,  to  wood,  to  pyres 
Of  human  blood,  for  grace. 

XIL 

Such  was  their  worship.    They  abhorred 

The  name  of  Savior  ;  and  who  dared 
To  claim  a  right  to  serve  his  Lord 

At  will,  a  death,  by  fire  or  sword,  C^  r\r^r%]i^ 

The  Christian  quickly  shared.        Digitized  by  VjVJO^LL 
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O  love  for  dying  souls  !  art  dead 
So  soon  ?    O  Savior,  crucified 
Again  !  thou  who  didsl  choose,  instead 
Oi  heaven's  pure  glory,  life  steeped  red 
With  woe,  with  shame  allied  ! 

XIV. 

Will  never  more  thy  sainls  arise 

And  sing  thee  King  of  mightiest  kings  ? 
Will  Superstition's  misty  skies 
No  more  be  rent  by  Christian  cries, 
Or  pitying  angels'  wings  ? 

XV. 

Shall  Moslem  sword  forever  rout 

The  Christian  from  his  God  ?    O  be 
It  soon,  O  God  !  when  thou'lt  shower  out 
Thy  wrath  to  curse  this  Pagan  doubt 
And  Infidelity. 

XVI. 
Years  rolled  with  troublous  feet. 

And  dark  the  ages  were  that  knew  them  ; 
But  silently  a  faith,  a  sweet. 
Strong  faith  in  Christ  had  beat, 

In  some  pure  hearts,  all  thro'  them. 

XVII. 

And  (  by  degrees,)  the  sweet  infection 
Grew  bold,  and  it  would  even  dare 
To  brave  the  the  Infidel's  inspection; 
And  thousand,  loved  our  Lord's  dejection, 
And  loved  his  name  to  bear. 

XVIIl. 
And  soon,  not  only  scatt'ring  bands. 

But  mUons   named  our  Christ  their  King ; 
And  though  oppressed  by  Pagan  hands. 
Though  murdered  m  I  lojis  steeped  all  lands 
With  Christian  blood — the  ring 

XIX. 

Of  Christain  song  rung  glad  from  shore 
To  shore ;  from  sea  to  sea  ;  from  hall 
Of  royal  palace  to  the  core 
Of  hermit  cells;  it  spread  wide  o'er 
The  West  ;  with  clarion  call, 

XX. 

From  Alpine  height,  the  hermit  trills 

The  Story  to  the  sore  and  sad  ; 
The  sweet  news  echoes  down  the  hills, 
And  many  a  heart  with  joy  it  fills — 
And  all  grows  bold  and  glad. 
XXI. 


No,  no !  all  is  not  glad.  Far,  far  away 
In  Eastern  lands,  Jerusalem,  (the  pride 
Of  Christian  hearts,)  the  city  over  which 
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The  Savior-inan  phcd  tear»»,  (  because  he  loved 

It  BO,  ^o  much,)  lay  desecrate  ;  a  home 

For  Moslem  Infidels.    The  Savior's  tomb 

Was  f]ruarded  by  a  Heathen  soldier ;  while 

Golgotha's  sacred  brow,  which  once  had  heard 

A  Savior's  passioned  groans,  now  trembled  as 

The  oath  oi  base  tongues  cursed  His  holy  Passion. 

Sad,  sad  the  Christian  in  the  West,  and  yet, 

He  dared  not  fco  too  near  the  city  of 

His  God,  lest  soon  the  waiting  sword. 

From  Pagan  hand,  was  dipped  in  Christian  blood. 

Ere  long  devotion  grew  more  strong;  and  men 

And  wives,  (in  numerous  numbers,)  made  the  risk 

Of  pilgrimages  to  the  Holy  Land. 

To  see  Christ's  tomb,  to  stand  on  Calvary, 

Was  satisfaction  to  the  faithful  heart. 

Repaying  well  the  Christian  for  pain — 

Of  even  death. 

But  list  to  crimes  unnamed  : 
The  Heathens  mocked  and  scoffed,  then,  viler  means. 
They  stood  these  pilgrims  in  the  squares,  and  crushed 
And  spattered  in  the  street,  with  horrid  clubs, 
The  very  brains  of  wives  and  husbands  'fore 
Each  others'  eyes — and  dogs  did  lap  them  up. 
Yet  more :  they  hacked  them  piecemeal  with  the  ax  ; 
They  snatched,  (in  Moslem  madness,)  helpless  babes 
From  frantic,  praying  mothera*  breasts,  and  tore 
The  little  limbs,  (all  innocent,)  from  one 
Another.     Tired  of  so  much  Christian  flesh 
To  bury,  then  they  strip  the  pilgrim's  clothes 
Until  he  naked  be,  and  lash  him  sore 
And  deep  with  stripes  too  rough  for  meanest  brute. 
They  curse  him  in  Mohammed's  name,  and  drive 
Him  out  the  Holy  City,  saying — "  Go  ! 
Send  more  of  Christian  dogs,  and  thus  weUl  love 
To  brand  them  with  our  Prophet's  curse ! " 

They  go ; 
They  can  but  go. 

Some  fall  beside  the  way. 
All  hungry,  weary,  wounded — there  they  die. 
And,  none  to  pity  with  a  funeral  robe. 
The  wild  beasts  of  the  desert,  (hunting  prey,) 
Or  carrion  birds,  feast  on  the  Christian  there. 
Some  reach  with  weary  feet  and  sore,  sad  heart. 
Once  more  their  native  land,  and  tell  to  those 
At  home  the  story  of  their  wrongs  and  tears. 
And,  lo !  the  echo  of  their  woeful  tales 
Of  banishment,  of  tortures,  death,  and  still 
Of  viler  suffering,  rung  with  quick  and  shrill 
Vibrations,  far  and  deep  through  Alpine  pass 
And  Switzer  vale  ;  from  vine-clad  France 
To  Scandinavia's  plains  of  snow. — What  was 
The  tale  they  told,  they  touched  so  keenly  on 
The  people's  hearts*  of  pity,  rousing  up 
Hot  indignation  for  their  brothers'  wrongs? 
"Jerusalem  is  captive  !  In  her  courts 
And  temples,  Moslem  feet  insulting  step; 
The  Savior's  Sepulchre  is  grossly  stained 
With  heathen  insults  ;  pilgrims  who  did  come 
Afar  to  see  those  hallowed  places,  meet 
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With  buffets,  sconrges,  swords  and  racking  deaths." 

Like  lightning  spread  the  tale  of  Christian  wrongs ; 

Till  every  heart,  from  Christian  Prince's,  down 

To  lowliest  laborer,  was  vivified 

With  wrath  against  th'  oppressor.     Lo!  and  soon 

All  Christian  Chivalrv  that  glistened  in 

The  West  rose  up  with  armor  and  with  arms, — 

Resistless  force  ! — and  vowed,  in  Heaven's  high  name, 

Jerusalem  to  wrest  from  Moslem  rule — 

To  ban  the  hated  Mussulman  from  earth. 

XXII. 
But,  ah  I  the  darkest  hour  is  just 

Before  the  dawn ;  and  oft  we  lay 
Our  heads  low  down  within  the  dust 
And  weep  for  light — but  soon  the  crust 
Of  night  breaks  'way  for  day. 

XXIII. 
Crusades  were  preached  ;  and  thousands,  (mad 

With  indignation,  sore  with  pity 
For  Christian  wrongs,)  flocked  fast,  both  bad 
And  good — both  willed  to  make  once  glad 
Again  the  Holy  City. 

XXIV. 
The  throng  came  fast — grew  violent. 
And  longed  to  go,  (God's  soldiery,) 
To  wreak  their  vengeance,  too  long  pent 
Up  by  their  sloth,  their  bows  unbent. 
And  sleepy  chivalry. 

XXV. 

And,  armed  with  festering  wrath,  more  than 

With  arms  and  warrior  discipline. 
They  soon  compelled  a  lowly  man. 
Who  knew  more  psalms  ancl  mercy's  plan 
Than  war,  to  lead  them  in 

XXVI. 

The  Holy  Strugcle.'    Priests  said,  "  Go  ! " 

The  Pope  said  "  Go  !  hear,  hear  the  groans 
That  rise  from  Jerusalem's  smothered  woe ! 
And  take  the  cross,  that  all  may  know 

That  every  soldier  owns 
Our  Christ  as  Captain  of  our  line. 

Wear  it  upon  your  shoulders,  breasts  ; 
O  let  on  your  standards  shine. 
And  it  will  lead  as  aid  divine. 
Unto  Golgotha's  crests." 

XXVIII. 

"  God  wills  it  so !  God  wills  it  so  !  " 

The  massive  throng  shouts  loud  and  long  : 
And  by  a  hermit  led,  they  go, 
(With  bounding  hearts,)  to  drive  the  foe. 
And  cease  the  Christian's  wrong. 

XXIX. 

But  this  was  all  a  rabble  band, 

Composed  of  men  who  knew  not  battle ; 
Yet,  on  they  moved,  the  Holy  Land  ^  ^ 

To  FREE--and  many  a  mile  was  npauned^-  -^^^^^^  by  GOOQle 
Ere  a  sabre  s  clash  did  rattle.  O 
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On,  on,  impulnive  moved  the  feverish  band. 
The  Rhine  and  Danube  passed  in  safety;  then 
They  advance  with  less  of  caution  in  their  march. — 
But,  hark  !  ^tis  horn»  and  drums  ! — and  lo!  far,  far 
Ab  eye  could  stretch  the  sight — (with  caftans  green 
And  turbans  white,)  the  Saracens,  (with  bright 
Long  lances,)  Hpread  in  countless  numbers  o'er 
The  mighty  plain  before  the  dumb  Crusadera. 
They  halt,  they  rally. — "Arms!  Crusaders!  arms!" 
On  comes  the  mighty  cavalcade  with  spears 
AMeveled/ scimitars  aflashed  with  light. 
It  seemed  a  mighty  rush  of  furious  waves. 
Driven  by  the  maddest  wind  Aeolus  owned. — 
Clash  !  clash  !  the  lnnce«  drive  thro'  brazen  shields; 
Stab!  stab!  the  awful  knives  of  war  sink  deep. 
With  horrid  thuds,  into  those  human  breasts. 
Buzz  !   buzz  !  the  steel-tongued  arrows  fly  and  quick. 
At  every  arrow's  sting,  a  Christian's  life 
Blood  spills  to  earth.     Tramp  !  tramp  !  and  hoofs 
Of  heathen  horse,  wade  through  that  mangled  sea 
Of  human  frames.     The  carnage  is  not  long; 
For  soon,  transfixed  with  arrows,  weak  with  wounds, 
The  poor  Crusaders'  leader  fell,  and  in 
A  tide  of  blood,  sank  down  to  rise  no  more. — 
All  hooe  is  gone!    The  Cross  is  red  again. — 
They  fly!  they  fly  !    See,  see  the  Christians  run  ! 
So  hearty  was  the  slaughter,  none  do  care 
The  fleeing  Red  Cross  Soldiers  to  pursue. 

XXXI. 

And  once  again,  upon  the  plains  of  Nice, 
This  fleeing  multitude  was  butchered  by 
The  Turkish  sword — and  few  were  left  to  tell 
The  murderous  tale  of  Christian  carnage  there. 

The  murm'ring  winds  that  creep  and  moan  around 
That  fatal  valley  near  the  city  Nice- 
Might  point  to  you  that  pile  of  Christian  bones  ; 
And,  sighing  through  those  lonely  trees,  might  moan 
These  words — "  See,  see !  Jerusalem  is  sad. 
But  do  not  weep  ;  these  bleaching  frames  will  serve 
As  steps  unto  the  Savior's  Sepulchre." 

XXXII. 

True,  true !  This  was  the  hour  before  the  dawn. 
The  princes  of  the  Cross-Crusades  had  not. 
As  yet,  been  ready. 

See  them  as  they  now 
Assemble.     Chiefs  of  Chivalry  ;  bold  Knights 
And  Captains  most  illustrious — a  mass 
Of  glowing,  bright  nobility  and  power. 
See  monarchies  and  empires,  dindems, 
Pour  out  their  choicest  wealth  in  Knighthood  ! 

XXXIII. 

The  grand,  proud  march  of  thousands  rolled — a  peal 

Of  God's  own  mighty  thunder  thro'  the  land. 

Disturbing  naught,  but  gath'ring  strength  for  one 

Wild  shock,  that  soon  would  shiver  the  Moslem's  hated  rule.^  j 
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XXXIV. 

A  brave  Knight — oh  how  can  we  hide  hi»  name? 
Yes,  Godfrey  led  the  glittVing  phalanx  on. 
Their  mail  was  bright  and  raai-sive,  while  each  lance 
Leaned  anxious  toward  the  Holy  Land.    Their  blades 
Hung  rattling  by  each  charger's  flanks ; 
And  shields  embossed  looked  dazzling  in  the  sunlight. 
And  leading  all — and  scattered  thro*  the  lines- 
Did  float  their  standards,  bearing  on  each  face 
A  lone  Bed  Cross ;  and  on  that  banner,  too, 
Their  motto,  **  In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces  "  gleamed 
XXXV. 

O  Christian  Knights !  God  speed  yon  now  ! 
O  let  that  Cross  your  hearts  inspire  ! 

O  All  your  soul*  with  a  noble  vow  I 

And  aomrrhe  Moslem  knee  shall  bow 
Before  your  sword  and  ire. 

XXXVI. 

On,  on.    They  crossed  the  Aegian  Seas  in  fleets 
Made  swift  by  dextrous  hands.     A  thousand  ship, 
Whose  snowy  sails  filled  to  the  breeze,  and  seemed 
To  swell,  as  did  the  bosoms  that  they  bore. 
With  deep  desire  to  touch  that  Eastern  shore; 
And  thence,  to  lift  Jerusalem's  vile  chains. 

XXXVII. 

They  land — all  glad  to  be  so  near  the  end 

Of  that  long  journey.    On — towards  Nice  j  and,  oh ! 

There  lay  their  brothers  bones  unburied  still. 

In  tad,  deep  silence,  then,  the  heroes  of 

The  Cross  marched  on  with  warmer  zeal  to  win 

The  coming  victories.    Proud  cities  fell 

Before  them ;  but  they  could  not  stay,  until 

At  Antioch,  besieging  and  besieged, 

They  lingered  months  that  numbered  full  a  year. 

Impatient  grown,  the  Christian  Knights,  (with  bold. 

Brave  Godfrey  leading  fifty  thousand  men,) 

Turn,  at  last,  their  Red  Cross  Banner  towards 

Jerusalem.    And  lo  !  each  heart  is  pledged 

With  solemn  vows  to  ne'er  desert  that  Cross. 

No  march  o'er  rugged  mountain  seemed  to  tire ; 

No  sleep  seemed  needful — O  to  see  those  walls! 

On,  on  I  and  all's  forgotten  save  the  prize. 

Just  one  more  h)U — "  Jerusalem  I " — yes^  yes ! 

Jerusalem  !  The  hills  rang  joy.    And  God, 

At  last,  had  led  them  to  Jerusalem. 

Joy,  joy  !     And  mailed  warriors  wept  and  kist 

The  **  blessed  earth."  And  "  all  had  much  ado" 

To  manage  gladness  great  and  deep  as  this. 

XXXVIIL 
Jerusalem's  walls  are  strong  and  high  ;  the  hosts 
Within  count  deep  into  the  thousands  ;  and 
Along  the  walls  without  deep  moats  stretch  far 
Around  ;  and  from  the  moats  path  is  steep 
And  rugged  to  the  city's  walls.     And  yet, 
The  Christian  host  feels  hopeful,  though 
They  number  not  in  thousands  as  the  foe 
Within. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


86  Appendix. 

The  Christian  forces  stretch  encircling 
The  city's  walls  and  battlements.    And  now, 
Since  forty  days  of  siege,  (and  some  attempts 
To  batter  down  the  stony  heights,)  they  all, 
With  one  accord,  prepare  to  take  the  city. 
Huge  engines,  catapults  and  towers,  are  rolled 
On  to  the  walls  ;  the  batt'ring-rams  are  plied 
With  crushing  blows ;  while  Knights,  beneath  their  shields, 
With  axes,  labor  hard  to  crumble  the  base  of  the  walls. 
Meantime,  the  arrows  from  the  bows,  and  stones 
Swift  flung  from  sling,  make  dark  the  heavens  above. 
Great  massive  rocks  speed  thro'  the  air  with  the  buzz 
Of  death  ;  and  as  they  fall,  fate  tells  their  work. 
Shrill  trumpets  sound'  to  urge  the  faint  of  heart — 
They  rally,  charge,  retreat,  advance  again. 
See,  see  I  The  Moslem  fighting  for  his  home. 
The  Knights  for  Christian  freedom.     Now,  half  the  day 
Is  spent,  and  still  the  Moslem's  valor  holds  its  own. 
The  soldiers  of  the  Cross  are  weary,  faint. 
So  nobly  and  so  hard  they  struggled. — Look  ! 
On  Olivet's  high  brow  a  single  Knight 
Is  seen — on,  on,  with  zeal  anew,  the  hosts 
Do  follow — a  tower  rolls  to  the  walls — a  bridge 
To  the  battlements  falls — with  bounding  foot,  and  sword 
Quick  snatched  from  out  the  scabbard  hanging  from 
A  martial  thigh — and  lo  !  a  Christian  Knight 
Stands  on  Jerusalem's  battlements. — It  is 
The  Passion  hour ;  and  as  the  tower  bells  toll 
The  ninth  hour  of  that  summer's  day,  the  bright 
Keen  blade  of  that  soldier  sinks  into  a  Moslem 
Heart.    They  follow  fast ;  the  walls  now  swarm 
With  Christian  soldiery.     The  Banner  of 
The  Bed  Cross  floats  above  the  trailing  Crescent, — 
Great  God  I  see  how  the  slaughter  runs  the  streets 
With  blood  !    But  stop ! — we  Aide  the  awful  scene. 
The  victory  is  won  ;  Jerusalem 
Is  now  delivered.     Infidels  are  driven 
As  flocks  of  criminals  without  the  gates  ; 
And,  laying  down  their  arms,  with  shoeless  feet. 
Those  gallant  warriors  humbly  before 
The  Sepulchre  of  Christ,  raise  their  hearts, 
In  grateful  prayers,  and  deep  devotion,  up 
To  (tod. 

Joy  !  joy  !  Jerusalem  is  glad. 


Sir  Knights,  here  find  your  Knighthood's  birth  ; 
See  in  those  men  true  honor  worth  : 
True  Templars  they,  an  Order  grand, 
Whose  followers  fill  our  sunny  land. 
'Tis  not  required  to  gay,  that  you 
Must  prove -stec/  bUf  s  of  temper  true  ; 
But  still  the  Christian  Warfare  wages, 
While  Satan  in  his  anger  rages. 
The  Savior  calls  for  volunteers. 
Just  as  he  called  in  those  gone  years : 
Flock,  rally  round  the  Standard  still. 
To  fight  his  cause,  to  work  his  will  I 
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Ye  noble  folIowerH  of  the  Cross, 

The  wounds  of  life  will  be  no  loss 

To  you — bear,  bear  the  holy  strife, 

With  moral  and  with  stainless  life. 

Be  tribe  unto  your  sacred  trust ; 

Ne'er  let  your  blades  grow  weak  from  rust ; 

Be  pure  in  motive,  sound  in  soul. 

For  only  strong  hearts  win  the  goal. 

Be  faithful  to  the  Red  Cross  still, 

And  you  shall  win,  on  Zion's  Hill, 

A  laurel  crown — all  stainless,  pure. 

Which  through  God's  ages  shall  endure. 

Respectfully  tendered, 

L.  R.  HAMBERLIN. 
Clinton,  MUa,,  AprU  16th,  1881. 


Stain  not  the  Cross. 


Recited  on  Wednesday  night,  by  Misses  Annif  White  and  Georgia  Comfort,  and  senti- 
ment responded  to  by  the  Grand  Recorder : 


Annib  White  : 


iSSfaiw  not  the  Cross^  dear  Templars  I  word  and  deed 

Be  holy  while  you  bear  the  mystic  sign  ! 
The  Master's  wounds,  alas  I  too  freshly  bleed 

When'er  his  votaries  unto  sin  incline. 
The  AU-seeinj?  Eye  is  ever  bent  to  catch 

Each  deviation  from  the  Templarjs  vow, — 
In  constant  vigil  therefore  wait  and  wrtch, 

Nor  stain  the  Cross  which  marks  the  lemplar  now. 
Stain  not  the  Cross — Stain  not  the  Cross. 


Georgia   Comfort  : 


Stain  not  the  Cross  !  a  thousand  witnesses. 

Eager  to  slander,  waiting  to  decry. 
Are  gathered  round,  and  shall  we  pleasure  these 

To  be  their  byword  and  a  mockery  ? 
All,  no  ;  be  true,  brave  Templars!    By  the  sword 

Which  speaks  of  Cavalry  in  its  very  hilt. 
Resolve  to  honor  Jesus  as  the  Lord, 

Nor  foul  His  emblem  with  a  stain  of  guilt. 
Siain  not  the  O'osa — Stain  not  the  Cross, 


In  Concert : 


And  when  you  sheathe  the  cross-hilt  sword,  and  lay  the  helmet  down, 
May  the  Commander  wreathe  your  brows  with  an  immortal  crown  : 
In  the  Asylum  where  He  waits,  may  each  the  Master  view, 
And  in  eternal  peace  enjoy  the  wages  that  are  due  I 
Skiin  not  the  Crass — Stain  not  the  Cross, 
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Welcome  Address. 


[The  following  address  of  welcome  to  the   Grand  Commandery  was  delivered   by  little 
Mattie  Alexander  on  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Public  School.] 


Right  Eminent  Commander  and  Knights  Templar  of  3fissimppi  : 

Our  parents  have  welcomed  you  to  the  hospitality  of  their  homes.  We  who 
are  connected  with  the  public  school  of  the  town,  welcome  you  here  to-day. 
Our  teachers  are  pleased  to  see  you,  and  form  your  acquaintance.  There  are 
others  here,  whose  business  is  to  learn  the  lessons  contained  in  school  books,  and 
taught  by  teachers.  They  have  heard  the  words  **Commandery"  and  "Sir 
Knights,"  and  wondered  what  you  are.  They  are  happy  to  see  you,  and  to 
learn  that  you  speak,  move  and  look  like  other  men. 

The  trustees  of  our  school,  in  providing  for  our  education,  have  not  aimed 
at  display.  You  see  no  grounds  beautified  with  flowers  and  evergreens.  No 
costly  edifice  attracts  the  eye  of  visitors.  The  halls  in  our  school  buildings  are 
not  so  spacious  and  well  furnished  as  we  could  wish.  But  you  will  not  fail  to 
see  that  our  school  is  a  seat  of  life  and  activity.  Education  is  the  object,  and 
we  expect  to  acquire  it  by  cheerful  application  to  study.  We  strive  for  the 
approbation  of  our  instructors,  whom  we  have  never  known  to  smile  over  an 
imperfect  lesson.  School  days  are  called  by  some  the  happiest  days,  but  we 
find  that  our  school  days  bring  no  happiness  when  the  call  to  recitations  finds 
us  without  preparation. 

We  are  told  that  members  of  the  Commandery  are  kindly  disposed  toward 
all  that  are  religious,  and  that  they  live  for  others.  We  have  seen  that  you 
bear  the  sword,  and  that  you  inscribe  upon  your  banners  the  Red  Cross,  and  with 
it  the  motto  **By  this  sign  we  conquer."  And  history  tells  how^  Knights  in 
past  ages  kept  guard  over  Christian  pilgrims,  and  gave  protection  to  the  inno- 
cent and  helpless.  In  perilous  times  their  presence  afforded  securitjr  to  the 
weak.  We  honor  their  memory,  and  are  glad  to  have  your  presence  with  us  at 
this  time.  Your  visit  breaks  the  monotony  that  prevails  in  the  school.  Our 
teachers  will  now  vary  from  the  ordinary  course,  and  spelling  will  be  the  order 
of  the  day. 

But  first  let  me  ask  you.  Right  Eminent  Commander,  to  accept  this  bouquet. 
Its  flowers  are  beautiful  and  embleramatic.  They  speak  the  language  of  our 
hearts. 

To  which  R.-.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  Benbrook  made  appropriate  response. 


Warriors  Welcome! 


Written  by  Rev.  T.  A.  S.  Adams,  Principal  of  Kosciusko  Male  and  Female  Academy,  abd 
''ecited  by  Miss  V.  Ikvin'g,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Grand  Comnlaadery  to  the 
Academy,  Friday  morning,  April  22,  x88i. 

'Warriors,  welcome  !    Valiant  Knigli**, 
Champions  of  the  feeble's  rights ! 
From  the  field  of  toil  arid  strife. 
Prom  the  pilgrimage  of  life. 
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Heat-oppressed  and  battle-sore, 

To  the  halls  of  peace  once  more 

Turn,  and  gladly  here  renew 

Strength  again  to  dare  and  do. 

Sheatne  your  swords,  brave  Knights,  and  lay 

Helm  and  shield  awhile  away ; 

Bid  the  trumpet  clangor  cease. 

While  the  soiter  notes  of  peace, 

Linked  in  music's  magic  chain. 

Bid  you  welcome  home  again. 

Hail  ye  Knights  as  meek  as  bold ! 
Ye  the  gospel  truth  uphold, 
Breaking  down  the  prison  door. 
Bringing  ransom  for  the  poor, 
Bulwarks  rearing  for  the  weak ; 
Slaves  and  captives  chains  ye  break ; 
Woman  calls,  nor  calls  in  vain; 
Orphan's  tears  ye  ne'er  disdain ; 
Helpless  age,  your  tender  care, 
Never  fails  your  help  to  share. 
Roads,  from  hostile  warriors  freed 
By  your  swords,  the  pilgrims  tread  ; 
Thieves  and  robbers  chased  away 
Leave  to  mild  religion's  sway 
Earth  that  now  the  sweeter  shows 
Gratitude  for  its  repose. 

May  vour  banners  ever  be 
Borne  to  noble  victory  ! 
Never  be  one  trust  betrayed  ! 
Never  rusty  grow  one  blade! 
Never  turn  one  Knight  to  fly  ! 
Be  your  watchword,  "  Do  or  die ! " 
And  when  dangers  thicker  grow. 
Face,  O  good  Sir  Knight,  the  foe ! 
Strike  and  let  each  deadly  blow 
Lay  some  hostile  helmet  low  ! 
Strike,  and  if  your  hour  become, 
Like  a  Christian,  meet  your  doom  ! 
Like  a  soldier  die,  and  see 
E'en  in  death,  bright  victory  I 
Sometimes,  warriors,  ye  must  bring 
Gilead's  balm  to  suffering; 
Sometimes,  by  the  wreath-crowned  bier. 
Ye  shall  have  to  shed  the  tear ; 
Sometimes,  sorrow's  galling  load, 
Must  be  lightened  on  the  road. 
W^arriors,  then  with  touch  as  mild 
As  mother's  o'er  the  dying  child. 
Forget  that  war  was  e'er  your  trade. 
That  e'er  ye  smote  with  falchion  blade, 
And,  as  if  to  angels  kin. 
Knowing  neither  woe  nor  sin. 
Yet  with  hearts  compassionate 
Stoop  to  sorrow's  low  estate. 
And  while  life  and  hope  are  given 
Point  the  homeless  here  to  heaven  ! 

Good  Sir  Knights,  we  know  to-day 
With  its  cheer  will  pass  away; 


Soon  again  to  duty's  call 
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Ye  shall  leave  this  peaceful  hall ; 
One  by  one  the  yeirs  be  told, 
One  by  one  the  young  grow  old  ; 
One  by  one  the  aged  die, 
When  pale  lips  and  glassy  eye. 
Bloodless  face  and  pulseless  breast 
Show  the  good  Sir  Knight  at  rest. 
Then  if  near  will  ne*er  forget ; 
Round  you  shall  the  sod  be  wet ; 
O'er  you  sweetest  flowers  be  strown, 
While  the  cross  ye  loved,  alone, 
Sign  of  faith  and  pledge  shall  be 
Of  immortal  victory, 
And  of  peaceful  Paradise 
Under  ever- vernal  skies. 
There,  the  toil  and  dangers  past. 
May  we  come  to  meet  at  last, 
Each  restored  to  all,  and  we 
All  to  God  I    So  mote  it  be  ! 
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GRAND  0FFICERS-1881-'82. 


William  French Vicksburg  . . .  R.-.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander. 

Jas.  T.   Meade Lexington  . . .  V.  •.  E.-.  Dep.  G.  Commander. 

H.  M.  RoMBERGER   Water  Valley Grand  Generalissimo. 

W.  P.  TowLER Grenada Grand  Captain  Gen'i. 

T.  W.  Whitsey Water  Valley Grand  Prelate. 

N.  S.  Walker Port  Gibson   Grand  Treasurer. 

J.  L.  Power Jackson   Grand  Recorder. 

J.  M.   Lewis Kosciusko  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

J.  H.  Gordon Port  Gibson   Grand  Junior  Ward'n. 

David  Carr Kosciusko Grand  Stan'd  Bearer. 

Jas.  Shelton Jackson .Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

L.  B.  MosBY Holly  Springs  Grand  Warder. 

Jas.  N.  Taylor Kosciusko  Grand  Capt.  of  G'rd. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


Templar  Law— Frederic  Speed,  Vicksburg;  Wm.  G.  Benbrook, 
Martin;  Oliver  Clifton,  Jackson. 

Foreign  Correspondence— E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Chairman,  Natchez- 
J.  M.  Lewis,  Kosciusko;  Wm.  Priestley,  Canton. 


THE    next   grand    CONCLAVE 

Will  assemble  at  Holly  Springs  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April,  1882, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


OF    THE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY 


KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 


OP    THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


HELD    AT 


HOLLY  SPRINGS.  APRIL  19.  20  AND  21.  1882. 


JACKSON,  MISS.: 

CLARION  STEAM   PrBLISHINO   HOUSE. 


1882. 
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The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Conclave  will  be  held  at  Grenada,  on  the  Wednes- 
day preceding  Ascension  Day,  in  May,  1883,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  m. 
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Grand  Commandery 

OF    THE 

STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


loF'nHp^P  HE  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  the 
yJj^Py.5  State  of  Mississippi,  commenced  its  Twenty-second 
Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of  Holly  Springs 
Commandery,  No.  4,  at  Holly  Springs,  on  Wednes- 
day,  the  19th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1882,  A.  O.,  764,  at 
?Wx^      1 1  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand 
Captain  General,  when  the  Grand  Officers  were  officially  re- 
ceived and  escorted  to  their  several  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers 
were  found  to  be 

present: 

William  French R/.  E.'.  Grand  Commander. 

James  T.  Meade V.*.  E.*.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

H.  M.  Rombergeb- E/.  Gsand  Generalissimo. 

W.  P.  TowLER E.'.  Grand  Captain  General. 

T.  W.  Whitsey E.-.  Grand  Prelate. 

Chas.  M.  Ebwin E.'.  Grand  Treasurer,  p,  t. 

Geo.  S.  Green E.-.  Grand  Recorder,  p.  L 

P.  M.  Savery E.'.  Grand  Senior  Warden,  p.  L 

J.  H.  Gordon E.*.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Frank  Burkitt E.*.  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  p,  L 

Jno.  K.  Fulson,  p.  o.  c E.*.  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  p,  t, 

L.  B.  MosBY E.\  Grand  Warder. 

Thos.  H.  Gregg E.-.  Grand  Captain  of  Guard,  p,  U 
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The  Grand  Officers  absent  being :  Sir  N.  S.  Walker,  Grand 
Treasurer;  Sir  J.  L,  Power,  Grand  Recorder;  Sir  J.  M.  Lewis, 
Grand  Senior  Warden ;  Sir  David  Carr,  Grand  Standard  Bearer ; 
Sir  James  Shelton,  Grand  Sword  Bearer;  Sir  Jas.  N.  Taylor, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard ;  whose  several  stations  were  filled  as 
above,  by  appointment  of  the  R.*.  E.  •.  Grand  Commander. 

The  following  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Eminent  Commanders, 

not  otherwise  mentioned,  were  also  present  : 

R/.  E/.  Sir  John  K.  Fulson Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.\  E/.  Sir  P.  M.  Savery Past  Grand  Commander. 

R.'.  E/.  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin Past  Grand  Commander. 

E.*.  Sir  R.  F.  Hudson Past  Grand  Generalissimo. 

E/.  Sir  Jas.  T.   Fant Past  Eminent  Commander. 

E.'.  Sir  R.  M.  Young Past  Eminent  Commander. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mis8i8»{p}yi,    No.  1 — 

Geo.  S.  Green,  P.  E.  C,  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Magnolia,  No.  2 — 

Wm.  French,  G.  C.  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Lexington  J  No.  3 — 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  E.  G.  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Geo.  G.  Jones,  proxy  for  Gen*o  and  Captain  General. 

Holly  SprinqSj  No.  4 — 

J.  M.  Boon,  E.  C. 

Jno.  R.  McCarroll,  Gen'o. 

J.  G.  Leach,  Captain  General. 

Rosalie,  No.  5 — 

(Not  represented.) 

St,  Cyr,  No.  6— 

John  K.  Fulson,  P.  G.  C.  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Winona,  No.  7 — 

Chas.  M.  Erwin,  P.  G.  C.  and  E.  C. 
Will.  H.  Bailey,  proxy  for  Gen'o. 
W.  W.  Marshall,  proxy  for  Capt.  (^en. 

De  Molay,  No.  8 — 

B.  A.  Vaugiian,  E.  C.  and  P.  E.  C. 

Ivanhoe,  No.  10 — 

Frank  Burkitt,  E.  C. 
Koxiu^ko,   No.  11 — 

(Not  represented.) 
Canton,  No.  12— 

Wm   Priestly,  P.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

Canir  de  Lion,   No.  13 — 

J.  H.  Gordon,  P.  E.  C.  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Grenada,  No.  15 — 

W.  P.  TowLER,  P.  E.  C.  and  proxy  for  E.  C. 

Also  present,  as  visitors,  the  following  members  of   Holly  Springs 
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Commandery,  No.  4,  not  otherwise  mentioned :  Sirs  W.  S.  Feath- 
erston,  J.  H.  Morgan,  J.  P.  Cherry,  J.  P.  Alvis,  T.  L.  Bennett,  A.  B. 
McCrosky,  A.  D.  Bailey,  R.  S.  Stith,  W.  H.  Newell,  J.  B.  Johnson, 
J.  H.  Alexander,  Sam.  H.  Pryor,  Jones  Brooks,  Robert  Roth,  G. 
Cliff  Myers. 

Also,  Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  P.  E.  C.  of  No.  4,  now  a  member  of 
Jackson  Commandery,  No.  13,  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Also  in  attendance  the  duly  accredited  Representatives  of  the  Grand 

Commanderies  of — 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama. 

Sir  John  K.  Fulson Grand  Commandery  of  California. 

Sir  William  French Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa. 

Sir  John  H.  Gordon Grand  Commandery  of  Kansas. 

Sir  Frank  BuRKiTT Grand  Commandery  of  Maine. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Whitehead Grand  Commandery  of  Maryland. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Fant Grand  Commandery  of  Nebraska. 

Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont. 

DEVOTIOHAL  EXERCISES. 

The  Grand  Commandery  having  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly 
Form,  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  Methodist  church,  where  the  Offices 
of  Devotion,  prepared  for  such  occasions,  were  observed  in  a  solemn 
and  impressive  manner — the  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  W.  T.  Whitsey,  con- 
ducting the  service,  and  the  sacred  music  accompanying  same  being 
executed  by  a  select  choir  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Holly 
Springs. 

The  Grand  Commandery  Standard  was  then  consecrated  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies. 

After  which,  Hon.  John  W.  C.  Watson,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
Holly  Springs,  delivered  the  following 

WELCOME  ADDRESS. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Comniatidery  of  Mississippi: 

I  have  a  pleasant  duty  to  perform  this  morning.  You  are  with  us 
as  invited  guests,  and  I  have  been  deputed  by  the  citizens  of  Holly 
Springs  to  assure  you  of  the  pleasure  your  presence  affords,  and  to 
extend  to  you,  individually  and  collectively,  a  hearty  welcome  to  the 
hospitalities  of  our  city  and  our  homes. 

This  cordial  welcome  is  accorded  to  you  from  more  than  one  con- 
sideration :  you  are  our  fellow-citizens  and  have  come  among  us  rep- 
resenting every  division  and  section  of  the  State,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  become  better  acquainted  with  each  other,  and  thereby 
strengthen  and  cement  both  our  social  and  political  ties.  As  citizens 
of  the  same  State,  owing  allegiance  to  one  common  government,  and 
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alike  interested  in  the  advancement,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
great  commonwealth  of  Mississippi,  it  is  important  that  we  should 
know  each  other  and  love  each  other  more.  And,  furthermore,  as  the 
representatives  of  an  Order,  venerable  for  its  antiquity,  and  honored 
for  its  grand  works,  we  do  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  receive  you  into  our 
houses  and  to  bid  you  **God-speed."  Yes,  Sir  Knights,  on  this  visit 
of  yours  to  our  city,  we — not  you — are  the  party  upon  whom  a  favor 
is  conferred. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  peculiarities  and  characteristics  of  the 
Order  of  Knights  Templar  at  its  origin  at  Jerusalem,  early  in  the 
twelfth  century,  when  it  was  a  military  as  well  as  a  Christian  organi- 
zation, pledged  to  the  protection  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  and  of  the 
throng  of  pilgrims  annually  resorting  to  the  Holy  Land,  we  know 
that  your  Order,  as  it  now  exists,  **is  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner- 
stone," and  whatever  superstructure  is  built  upon  this  foundation 
merits,  and  should  receive  universal  friendly  recognition. 

You,  Sir  Knights,  by  profession,  are  believers  in  Christ,  and  having 
come  among  us  bringing  with  you  this  doctrine,  it  does,  I  repeat, 
afford  us  pleasure  to  extend  to  you  a  cordial  welcome. 

You  all  remember  that  the  Apostle  John,  in  his  second  epistle,  ad- 
dressed to  one  whom  he  designates  as  the  **elect  lady,"  warns  her 
against  certain  teachers  who  *  'did  not  abide  in  the  the  doctrine  of 
Christ;"  and  then  adds:  **If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring 
not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house,  neither  bid  him 
God-speed ;  for  he  that  biddeth  him  God-speed  is  a  partaker  of  his 
evil  deeds."  Now,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  if  we  take  you  into  our 
houses  and  bid  you  God-speed,  may  we  not  hope  that  by  so  doing  we 
are  made  ^'partakers  of  your  good  deeds  ?"  A  privilege  we  may  well 
covet. 

A  Christian  exhortation  is :  '*But  to  do  good  and  to  communicate, 
forget  not ;  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is  well  pleased."  On  this 
precept,  we  have  this  inspired  commentary:  **If  a  brother  or  sister 
be  naked  and  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  say  unto  them, 
depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled ;  notwithstanding  ye  give 
them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body,  what  doth  it 
profit?     Even  so  faith,  if  it  have  not  works  is  dead,  being  alone." 

Another  Christian  exhortation  is :  ''Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

Such,  Sir  Knights,  are  the  precepts  and  principles  which  you  avow, 
and  may  I  not,  in  this  connection,  be  allowed  to  suggest  the  self- 
examining  enquiry  :  *'Do  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith 
ye  are  called  ?" 

Professing,  as  you  do,  the  Christian  faith,  should  you  not  ever  bear 
in  mind  these  words  of  holy  inspiration  :  '*And  hereby  do  we  know 
Him  (Christ,)  if  we  keep  His  commandments." 

As  you  all  well  know,  I  am  not  a  member  of  your  brotherhood, 
but  I  have  carefully  looked  through  the  published  report  of  your  last 
Annual  Conclave  and  was  truly  gratified  to  learn  that  on  one  impor- 
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tant  subject  your  example  is  worthy  of  all  commendation.  I  refer  to 
the  exclusion  from  your  social  banquets  of  all  that  intoxicates.  The 
evils  of  intemperance  scarcely  admits  of  exaggeration,  and  were  all  to 
cease  to  use,  sell  or  make  intoxicating  liquors,  the  peace,  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  mankind  would  be  greatly  promoted. 

Our  world-renowned  Christian  poet,  Longfellow,  has  just  passed 
away  from  earth,  and  there  is  no  sentiment  or  truth  crystallized  by  his 
genius  for  which  humanity  is  more  indebted  to  him  than  for  this  : 

"Touch  the  goblet  no  more  ! 
It  will  make  thy  heart  sore 
To  its  very  core  ! 
Its  perfume  is  the  breath 
Of  the  Angel  of  Death ! 
And  the  light  that  within  it  lies 
Is  the  flash  of  his  evil  eyes  ! 
Beware  !  Oh,  beware ! 
For  sickness,  sorrow  and  care 
All  are  there  1" 

And  now,  it  only  remains,  Sir  Knights,  for  me  to  assure  you  once 
more  of  the  cordial  reception  awaiting  you  in  our  homes,  and  to 
invoke  in  your  behalf  the  approval  and  blessing  of  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

To  which  the  R.-.  E.-.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Willian  French, 
responded  as  follows  : 

Respected  Sir,  Ladies,   Citizens  and  Sir  Kntghts  of  Holly  Springs  : 

Speaking  for  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  and  for  visit- 
ing Sir  Knights  here  assembled,  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  warm- 
hearted welcome.  The  Sir  Knights  and  citizens  of  Holly  Springs, 
by  their  kindly  greeting,  have  awakened  in  the. hearts  of  their  visitors 
the  liveliest  emotions  of  gratitude,  and  we  cordially  and  fully  recip- 
rocate the  feelings  of  friendship  and  fraternity  which  you  have  so 
eloquently  expressed.  We  counted  upon  a  friendly  greeting  and 
ample  accommodations  to  transact  our  business,  but  we  had  no  right 
to  expect  such  unstinted  and  universal  kindness  as  has  met  us  on 
every  hand.  Here  we  behold  hospitality  unbounded  stretch  out  its 
hand  to  welcome  strangers,  gladdening  us  with  its  sincerity  and  its 
warmth.  We  read  our  welcome  in  your  decorated  homes,  your  gar- 
landed streets,  your  banners,  flags  and  flowers.  We  see  it  in  your 
sparkling  eyes  and  sunny  smiles,  and  feel  it  in  the  warm-beating 
hearts  of  your  people,  and  especially  do  we  recognize  its  power  in  the 
eloquent  words  in  which  you  gave  expression  to  the  emotions  of  those 
you  represent.  We  entered  your  city  with  martial  tread,  banners, 
swords  and  plumes,  but  it  required  no  physical  effort  of  ours  to  cap- 
ture your  battlements.  We  found  your  gates  wide  open,  and  the 
banner  of  the  Cross  floating  from  every  house  in  honor  of  our  Order. 
So,  coming  to  your  beautiful  city  of  happy  homes,  surrounded  by 
brave  men  and  fair  women,  may  we  not  hope  to  absorb  some  of  its 
benignant  influences  by  breathing  its  tranquility  and  happiness  ? 
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I  trust,  respected  sir,  that  our*"  visit  to  your  city  will  not  prove 
barren  of  good  in  the  Christian  warfare  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
Although  we  appear  before  you  as  belted  Knights,  our  sword  blades 
etched  with  the  emblems  of  sanguinary  strife,  yet  upon  their  hilts  they 
bear  the  Cross,  and  before  the  steel  can  quit  its  scabbard,  our  hands 
must  grasp  the  emblem  of  peace ;  and  thus  the  symbol  of  our  faith 
in  the  immaculate  Son  of  God  rises  above  the  implements  of  worldly 
passions. 

The  ceremonies  of  our  Order  are  solemn,  instructive  and  impress- 
ive, and  are,  I  trust,  of  sufficient  merit  to  attract  the  attention  and 
consideration  of  the  good,  the  virtqous  and  brave ;  and  he  who 
looks  upon  the  jewels,  decorations  and  banners  as  nothing  but  para- 
phanalia,  mistakes  the  shadow  for  the  substance.  All  these  things 
have  a  moral  as  well  as  a  historic  meaning,  and  all  true  Templars  feel 
their  deep  significance.  A  character  moulded  and  guided  by  the 
principles  herein  inculcated  must  necessarily  be  a  good  man  and  ex- 
emplary citizen.  We  read  that  in  the  age  of  chivalry  and  knight 
errantry,  that  each  Sir  Knight  wore  the  colors  of  his  lady  love,  and 
received  his  inspiration  to  perform  deeds  of  valor  from  the  presence 
of  royalty  and  beauty.  So  we,  to-day,  in  the  presence  of  the  good, 
the  pure  and  the  fair,  feel  inspired  and  strengthened  in  the  defence  of 
the  Christian  Religion.  We  are  all  bright  and  joyous,  and  when  we 
leave  you,  we  will  carry  to  our  homes  hearts  full  of  overflowing  grat- 
itude to  the  citizens  of  Holly  Springs.  For  all  these  things,  in  the 
name  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  and  visiting  Sir 
Knights,  I  thank  you,  one  and  all. 

On  return  to  the  Asylum,  the  R.*.  E.-.  Grand  Commander  read  his 
Address,  as  follows : 

Grand  Commander's  Address. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

The  onward  march  of  time  has  numbered  another  year  with  the 
thousands  of  the  past.  With  the  flight  of  each  succeeding  year  we 
are  reminded  that  we,  too,  are  drawing  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  hour 
when  we  must  be  numbered  with  the  myriads  who  have  passed  from 
time  to  eternity.  We  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  and  now 
upon  this  twenty-second  anniversary  of  our  existence  as  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery, it  behooves  us  to  consider  what  we  have  done  to  maintain, 
advance  and  uphold  those  great  moral  principles  which  we  have  vowed 
to  practice  and  defend.  Have  we,  as  Christian  Knights,  during  the 
past  year,  upheld  the  banner  of  our  Master,  and  preserved  our  swords 
untarnished  ?  Have  we,  so  far  as  we  were  able,  administered  to  the 
wants  and  relieved  the  sufferings  of  the  helpless,  the  destitute  and  the 
orphan  ?     Have  we  lived  up  to  and  practiced  the  great  principles  of 
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our  Order  ?  Or  have  we  been  Templars  only  in  name,  and  not  in 
works?  These  are  questions  for  each  one  of  us  to  ask  ourselves.  I 
trust  that  the  answers  we  are  able  to  give  to  them  may  be  such  as  to 
entitle  us  to  the  approbation  of  the  Great  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

In  the  solemn  offices  of  devotion  in  which  we  have  just  been  en- 
gaged, we  have  endeavored  to  publicly  recognize  the  great  obligation 
we  are  under  to  the  Almighty  for  the  preservation  of  our  lives,  and 
for  permitting  so  many  of  us  to  assemble  around  His  holy  altar. 
While  thanking  God  for  the  many  blessings  which  we  have  enjoyed 
since  we  last  met  in  Annual  Conclave,  how  great  is  our  need  to  implore 
His  forgiveness  for  past  omissions  and  commissions,  and  for  asking 
for  wisdom,  constancy  and  courage  to  enable  us  to  practice  in  the 
future  all  those  great  duties  which,  as  Christian  Knights,  we  owe 
to  God,  our  country,  our  neighbor,  our  Order  and  ourselves. 

My  official  acts  during  the  year  have  not  been  numerous  or  of  great 
importance.  (Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  Grand  Juris- 
diction, which  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction ;  and  although  additions 
to  our  membership  are  not  as  rapid  as  many  desire,  I  see  no  cause  for 
discouragement.  Our  strength  does  not  consist  in  numbers,  but  in 
the  purity  of  the  membership.  Many  causes  can  be  assigned  for  the 
slow  growth  of  Templarism  in  Mississippi,  but  amongst  them  is  not 
the  scarcity  of  good  material,  for  there  are  many  worthy  Companions 
who  are  anxious  to  enlist  under  our  banners,  but  who  are  unable  to  do 
50  for  lack  of  means. 

The  new  societies  which  sprung  up  all  over  the  country,  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  in  a  night,  have  doubdess  drawn  from  us  much  good 
material.  They  are  cheap,  indeed.  That  is  their  principal,  if  not 
their  sole  attraction,  with  many;  but  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
that  there  is  any  resemblance  between  them  and  Masonry.  Their 
objects  are  mutual  benevolence,  and  not  charity.  For  a  stated  sum,  a 
stated  sum  is  given.  It  is  business,  not  fraternity.  So  long  as  men  need 
insurance  alone,  they  will  seek  it  where  it  is  sold  at  the  lowest  price, 
but  when  in  addition  they  feel  the  necessity  of  drawing  near  to  each 
other,  that  they  may  combine  their  efforts  to  do  good  to  their  fellow- 
men,  for  the  mere  sake  of  doing  good,  they  will  not  look  for  it  in  an 
organization  which  promises  a  dividend  in  this  world's  goods. 

We  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  success  of  these  societies, 
and  although  they  have  been  the  means  of  diminishing  the  number  of 
applicants  for  Templar  Orders,  it  does  not  follow  that  there  is  any 
danger  of  their  supplanting  us  in  any  portion  of  the  legitimate  sphere 
of  our  labors;  and  this  simply  because  they  are  not  Masonry,  and  do 
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not  resemble  Masonry.  It  may  be  that  they  will  prove  the  safety 
valve  through  which  much  of  the  bad  material  which  has  occasioned 
us  incalculable  injury,  during  recent  years,  in  which  Masonry  has  been 
cheap — I  do  not  speak  in  a  money  sense — will  escape.  If  such  should 
prove  the  case,  let  us  pray  that  no  worm  may  be  prepared  to  smite  the 
gourd — that  it  may  wither  as  it  came  up,  in  a  night. 

The  past  year  has  been  in  the  main  prosperous ;  our  husbandmen 
have,  as  a  general  rule,  been  blessed  with  a  plenteous  reward  for  their 
labors;  but  recently  God,  in  his  wisdom,  has  seen  fit  to  bring  a  great 
calamity  upon  a  large  number  of  our  people  living  in  the  river  districts. 
Not  only  have  their  homes  and  their  property  been  swept  away 
by  a  mighty  flood,  but  many  lives  have  been  lost,  and  from  affluence 
many  have  been  reduced  to  destitution,  yea,  to  starvation.  But,  thank 
God,  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  has  been  stirred.  From  all  sections 
of  our  great  Republic,  relief  has  been  flowing  in.  Thus  we  see  exem- 
plified the  teachings  of  our  divine  Master,  to  ''love  one  another,'*  and 
universal  benevolence  practically  illustrated.  What  seems  to  us  a 
calamity  may  prove  a  blessing  in  uniting  and  cementing  together  the 
hearts  of  our  people  by  the  exercise  of  charity — the  greatest  of  the 
Christian  virtues.  Thus  it  is,  that  in  the  darkest  hour  of  our  lives, 
we  can  trace  God's  goodness,  and  find  something  for  which  to  be 
thankful. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  I  received  through  Grand  Recorder  Sir  J.  L. 
Power,  the  following  letter  : 

Office  of  Grand  Commander,        \ 
San  Francisco,  June  9th,  1881.  J 

'Right  Eminent  Sir  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Temjilar  of  Missimppi : 

Dear  Sir  Knight  and  Brother  :  In  order  to  avoid  any  trouble  or  con- 
fusion attending  the  accommodation  of  our  visiting  Sir  Knights  at  the  Trien- 
nial in  1883,  to  be  held  in  San  Francisco,  and  also  to  prevent  any  imposition 
or  unusual  prices  being  charged  by  the  hotels,  boarding  and  lodging  houses,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  all  arrangements  or  applications  for  accommoda- 
tions be  left  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  California. 
AVe  would,  therefore,  earnestly  request  you  to  issue  an  order  to  the  aeveral 
Commanderies  and  Sir  Knights  under  your  jurisdiction  prohibiting  them  from 
applying  for,  or  securing  quarters  or*  accommodations'  of  any  kind  in  San 
Francisco  for  the  Triennial  in  1883,  except  through  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
California,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Triennial  Committee.  We  will  thus  be 
able  to  dictate  terms  and  provide  ample  quarters  for  all  at  reasonable  rates. 
The  Triennial  Committee  is  now  organized  and  ready 'to  impart  any  informa- 
tion desired.     Circulars  will  be  issued  by  it  at  an  early  date. 

Courteously  yours,  EDW.  R.  HEDGES, 

li.  T.  Graves,  Grand  Commander. 

Sec'y  Triennial  Committee. 

I  acknowledged  its  receipt  to  R.  •.    E.  •.    Sir  Edward  R.  Hedges, 

commending  him  for  his  zeal  in  the  premisc^s,   but  courteously  sug- 
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gested  that  it  was  too  soon  for  any  action  at  my  hands,  but  promised 
to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  its 
next  Conclave.     I,  therefore,  submit  it  for  your  consideration. 

OUR    DEAD    PRESIDENT. 

When  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  Sir  Knight  James  A. 
Garfield,  was  stricken  down  by  an  assassin's  bullet,  in  no  portion  of 
the  land  were  there  more  sincere  manifestations  of  sympathy  than 
were  exhibited  in  the  South,  and  when,  after  the  long,  protracted 
struggle  for  life,  during  which  he  exhibited  all  the  qualities  of  a  true 
Knight^  was  ended,  nowhere  were  there  more  genuine  demonstrations 
of  sorrow.  The  members  of  our  Order  having  already  united  with 
their  fellow-citizens  in  the  public  expressions  of  grief,  and  as  it  would 
have  been  a  meaningless  compliment  to  the  dead  to  drape  standards 
in  mourning  which  were  only  displayed  in  unvisited  Asylums,  (but 
few,  if  any,  of  our  Commanderies  holding  meetings  during  the  warm 
weather,)  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  withhold  the  promulgation  of  the 
order  of  the  Grand  Master,  which  is  hereunto  appended,  until  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  Nevertheless  I  feel  sure  that 
there  is  no  Sir  Knight  or  Commandery  in  this  Jurisdiction  which  did 
not  feel  a  poignant  sorrow  over  the  result  of  the  dastardly  act  which 
deprived  the  nation  of  the  life  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  the 
personages  whose  record  brightens  the  pages  of  the  history  of  our 
country,  and  who  would  not  have  cheerfully  complied  with  the  Grand 
Master's  wishes  under  circumstances  which  would  have  made  a  com- 
pliance a  real  showing  of  respect  for  the  dead,  or  have  honored  his 
memory.  I  append  the  order  hereunto  and  recommend  that  it  be 
published  in  our  proceedings,  and  a  suitable  memorial  page  inserted 
therein  in  commemoration  of  the  illus^rious  dead : 

general   order,   no.  4,   grand  encampment  knights  templar  of  the 
united  states  of  america. 

Office  of  the  Grand  Master,  \ 

Boston,  September  20,  A.  D.  1881,  A.  O.,  763.  / 

To  all  KnigfUs  Templar  within  the   United  States  of  America: 

James  A.  Garfield,  President  of  the  United  States,  is  dead.  Struck  by 
the  assassin's  hand,  on  the  second  day  of  July  last,  he  languished  until 
September  19th  inst.,  when  death  relieved  him  from  his  sufferings.  Architect 
of  his  own  fortunes,  he  was  elevated  to  the  chief  place  in  the  Republic  by  the 
suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was,  at  the  same  time,  the  public  approval 
and  the  reward  of  a  life  of  labor  in  the  public  service. 

He  served  his  country  well,  and  the  whole  country  laments  his  death. 
Never,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  had  any  man  before  so  widespread  and  sin- 
cere sympathy.      He  well  deserved   it.      He    was    a   Knight  Templar.      He 
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knocked  at  the  door  of  Freemasonry,  and  found  it  good.  He  followed  the 
light,  and  was  admitted  to  the  chivalric  Order  of  the  Temple.  It  is  fit  that 
his  fifty  thousand  fellow  Sir  Knights  in  the  United  States  should  give  expres- 
sion to  their  own  bereavement,  of  their  sympathy  with  their  Brother's  family, 
of  their  detestation  of  the  un-American  crime  which  took  him  oflT,  and  of  the 
Nation's  loss. 

li  is  therefore  orderedy  That  this  Order  be  read  in  every  Grand  Commandery 
within  the  fjnited  States,  at  the  next  Conclave  after  the  reception  thereof,  and 
also  in  every  Subordinate  Commandery  holding  immediately  under  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Asylum  banners  and  swords 
of  each  said  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commandery  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
the  period  of  forty  days  thereafter. 

It  is  also  ordered,  That  the  several  Grand  Commanders  issue  a  like  order  to 
each  of  the  several  Subordinate  Commanderies  holding  under  the  Grand 
Commandery  over  which  he  presides,  that  every  organized  body  of  Knights 
Templar  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  every  individual  Knight   Templar,  may 

join  in  this  common  sorrow. 
[seal].        Given   under   my  hand  and   Keal    the  day   and  year  first   above 
written.  BENJAMIN  DEAN,  Grand  M^ister. 

Attest :        T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder. 

INVITATIONS. 

In  the  month  of  February  I  received  a  very  courteous  invitation 
from  Cincinnati  Commandery,  No.  3,  K.\  T.*.,  to  be  present  and 
participate  with  them  in  conferring  the  Illustrious  Order  of  Red  Cross 
on  Monday  evening,  February  27th,  1882. 

February  i8th,  I  received  an  invitation  from  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 
K.\  T.  •.,  stationed  at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  to  be  present  with  them 
on  Good  Friday  and  witness  the  conferring  of  the  Order  of  the 
Temple,  and  participate  in  the  exercises  of  the  day.  For  both  of 
these  invitations  I  returned  thanks,  regretting  my  inability  to  be 
present. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

December  20th,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Holly  Springs  Com-^ 
mandery  to  ballot  and  confer  the  Orders  upon  three  petitioners  without 
waiting  the  usual  time,  provided  the  Committee  reported,  and  the* 
officers  and  members  of  the  Commandery  were  duly  notified  of  the 
dispensation. 

March  27th,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Lexington  Commandery  to 
elect  and  install  officers. 

I  refused  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  Holly  Springs  Commandery  to 
elect  and  confer  the  Orders  in  less  time  than  is  required  by  law,  no 
good  reason  appearing  for  setting  aside  the  law. 

TEMPLAR    TACTICS. 

On  the  2ist  of  December  last,  I  received  the  following  : 
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Office  of  Grand  Recorder, 
Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templar^ 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Deceniber  12th,  1881 


81.  J 


To  the  Grand  Recorders  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  the  Recorders  of  the  Subor- 
diruUe  Commanderies  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment^  the 
Members,  and  the  Officers  of  tlie  Grand  Encampment — Greeting: 

The  Grand  Recorder  is  in  receipt  of  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 
''The  Templar  Manual  of  Tactics  and  Drill,"  by  E.  B.  Myers,  of  Chicago,  111., 
forwarded  by  the  author  and  publisher  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  Master.  By  an  order  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master,  dated  the  5th  inst., 
the  Grand  Recorder  is  directed  to  distribute  these  ''Manuals  of  Tactics"  as 
follows : 

"(1)  To  the  Grand  Recorder  of  each  Grand  Commandery  a  sufficient  number 
of  copies  to  supply  one  copy  to  each  Subordinate  Commandery  under  its  juris- 
diction. 

"(2)  Five  copies  for  the  use  of  each  Grand  Commandery. 

"(3)  To  each  Commandery  subordinate  to  the  Grand  Encampment  three 
copies. 

"(4)  To  each  member  of  this  Grand  Encampment  one  copy. 

"(5)  To  each  officer  of  the  Grand  Encampment  one  copy." 

(4)  Under  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  that  the  word  "this"  in  (4;  does 
not  refer  to  the  members  only  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  1880,  but  all  the 
members  of  any  conclave,  ^proxies  excepted,  a  copy  is  sent  to  the  survivors  of 
all  the  conclaves,  where  their  residences  are  known. 

(1)  The  members  of  the  Subordinate  (>)mmanderie8  to  be  supplied  is  taken 
from  the  official  report  of  1880,  page  127,  regardless  of  the  organization  of  new 
or  the  discontinuance  of  old  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Encampment  provided,  see  page  227,  that  the  "Commijttee  on 
Printing  [the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Recorder] 
should  print  twelve  hundred  copies  of  the  Code  of  Statutes,  Digest,  and  Forms 
of  Trials  [as  per  the  resolution  of  Sir  Knight  Innes,  page  220,]  etc.,  and  that 
any  surplus  copies  be  sold  at  actual  cost  price  to  tliose  making  application 
therefor." 

For  fifteen  months  past  letters  have  been  constantly  received  from  the  offi- 
cers of  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  individual  Sir  Knights, 
inquiring  when  these  documents  would  be  printed,  and  often  accompanied  with 
what  the  writer  supposed  would  be  the  "cost  price"  therefor.  To  prevent  future 
like  inquiries,  the  Grand  Recorder  has  only  this  to  say,  that  all  such  moneys 
have  been  refunded,  and  no  copies  of  the  Code,  Digest,  or  Forms  of  Trials  have 
been  furnished  his  office  by  the  committees,  for  sale  or  distribution,  except  in 
the  manner  herein  recited. 

Having  no  funds  to  defray  the  expenses  attending  the  distribution  of  this 
work,  the  Grand  Recorder  has  .sent  to  each  Grand  Commandery  the  number 
indicated  in  (1)  and  (2),  by  express,  and  at  their  cost. 
Yours  fraternally, 

*T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder. 

Inclosed  with  the  above  circular  was  the  following  : 

lowA  City,  Iowa,  December  12,  1881. 

Dear  Sir  Knight  :  I  am  a  member  of  the  "Committee  on  Printing"  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  (see  the  last  official  edition  1877,  page  38,)  and  as  such 
address  you  this  note. 

The  "Grand  Recorder"  has  this  day,  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  sent  to 

the  Grand  Recorder  of  your  Grand  Commandery copies  of  "Myer^  Manual 

of  Templar  Tactics"  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Commandery  and  its  subordinates. 

This  Manual  purports  upon  its  face  (see  title  page)  to  be  an  official  edition 
ordered  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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It  declares  in  positive  terms  that  "the  work  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Grand  Encampment"  (see  introductory  page.) 

It  is  also  asserted  (see  introductory,  page  3)  that  the  ^^CommiUee  on  Piinting 
have  arranged  for  this  publication,"  etc. 

I  was  not  consulted,  and  therefore  could  not  and  did  not  assent  to  /A is  pub- 
lieation.  My  only  agency  therein  has  been  in  the  signing  of  the  "General  Order, 
No.  3,"  accompanying  and  made  part  of  the  ^'Manual,*'  and  the  distribution  of 
the  same  as  Grand  Recorder  and  by  the  order  of  the  Grand  Master. 

I  would  not  have  assented  to  and  do  not  now  approve  the  purchase  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  Manual  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons : 

1.  The  Grand  Encampment  never  authorized  nor  contemplated  the  publi- 
cation of  an  edition  of  Myers*  Templar  Tactics,  or  of  any  other  system  of 
tactics. 

2.  Its  express  order  was  to  print  an  edition  of  the  Code,  Digest,  etc.,  (see 
pages  220  and  228),  wherein  is  recorded  all  the  action  had  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment, its  officers  or  committees  upon  this  subject. 

3.  The  Grand  Encampment  did  not,  at  its  conclave  in  1880,  or  at  any  other 
time,  "sanction  this  Manual,"  as  it  anserts,  or  any  other  system  of  tactics.  It 
has  ever  left  this  whole  matter  to  the  several  Grand  Commanderies  to  mnction 
such  systems  as  they  please. 

4.  It  is  in  direct  conflict  with  the  legislation  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
Grand  Ck)mmanderies,  and  trespasses  upon  the  rights  of  tlie  authors  of  other 
systems  in  use,  as  Woodhull's  in  AVisconsin,  etc.;  Robinson's  in  Michigan,  etc.; 
Grant's  in  Kentucky,  etc.;  Ruckle's  in  Indiana,  etc.;  Welch's  in  New  York, 
etc.,  and  others. 

5.  The  Grand  Encampment,  its  committees  or  officers,  should  not  become  a 
party  to  the  sanctioning  of  a  particular  work  ;  seek  to  aid  its  sale  in  competi- 
tion with  other  works  regarded  by  their  friends  of  at  least  equal  value  and 
worth ;  nor  in  any  way  become  a  party  to  the  conflict  already  waged  by  thci 
authors  of  rival  systems,  in  which  their  friends  and  Grand  Commanderies  may 
become  involved.  It  is  already,  and  with  show  of  reason,  asserted  in  circulars 
upon  my  desk  that  "this  is  an  attempt  upon  the  part  of  some  one  to  get  the 
work  in  the  hands  of  every  Commandery  under  the  mumi  endorsement  [and  at 
the  expense]  of  the  Grand  Encampment."  It  was  plain  enough  to  have  fore- 
seen these  results,  and  so  I  do  not  propose  to  become  a  party  thereto. 

6.  Because  the  plan  was  a  less  "economical"  one  than  the  plan  ordered  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  for  the  publication  of  the  Code,  etc.,  and  does  not  meet  the 
want  of  the  50,000  individual  Sir  Knights,  nor  any  member  thereof  who  "may 
make  application  therefor." 

7.  Because  I  think  it  should  have  been  printed  from  the  stereotyped  pUUeSy 
the  property  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  as  contemplated  by  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  (220)  and  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  (227)  when  all 
needful  copies  could  have  been  supplied  at  a  very  trifling  cost,  as  was  done  in 
1874,  and  again  in  1877,  during  each  of  which  triennial  periods  over  five  hun- 
dred copies  were  gratuitously  distributed  to  Sir  Knights  seeking  to  know 
the  law. 

For  these  and  other  cogent  reasons  I  could  not  have  become  a  co-worker  with 
mv  associates  on  that  committee  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty,  and  in  the 
other  duties  of  which,  I  will  add,  I  have  not  participated  for  six  years  past : 
and  this  is  the  first  and  only  act  as  a  member  1  have  performed,  and  for  this  I 
alone  am  responsible. 

These  statements  are  reluctantly  made,  and  their  publication  become  a  ne- 
cessity in  replpr  to  the  letters  of  inquiry  constantly  being  received  by  the  Grand 
Recorder,  asking  when  the  Code,  etc.,  will  be  published ;  why  the  committee  do 
not  publish  it ;  and  now  the  additional  inquiry  where  the  law  or  warrant  can 
be  found  "sanctioning"  the  Manual  as  the  authorized  tactics  of  the  Grand 
Encampment. 

T.  S.  Parvin, 
One  of  the  "Committee  on  Printing." 
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The  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  this  matter,  as  was  also  the 
couse  he  pursued  in  unnecessarily  withdrawing  the  printing  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  Conclave  from  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Re- 
corder, seems  inexplicible,  and  with  all  due  respect  to  him,  I  must 
say  appears  to  be  an  unwarranted  assumption  of  authority.  In  many 
States  tactics  have  been  adopted  and  are^  in  constant  use,  and  from 
these  quarters  we  hear  strong  expressions  of  discontent.  It  is  fair  to 
presume  that  if  the  Grand  Encampment  had  desired  to  sanction  any 
particular  system  of  tactics,  it  would  have  found  means  for  a  direct 
expression  of  its  views  upon  that  subject,  and  it  would  never  have 
been  left  for  the  Grand  Master  to  have  made  the  choice  between  the 
systems  of  Robinson,  Grant,  Welch,  Myers  and  others. 

From  the  reading  of  the  Grand  Master's  order,  it  would  appear  as 
though  a  certain  '^publisher  of  law  books  in  Chicago"  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  occasion,  not  only  to  sell  his  book  of  Tactics,  but  also  to 
advertise  his  business,  and  it  is  probable  that  if  the  Grand  Master  had 
carefully  examined  the  draft  of  his  order  before  sending  it  to  the 
printer,  it  would  have  read  somewhat  differently.  However,  I  do  not 
consider  that  we  are  in  any  way  bound  to  make  use  of  the  tactics 
because  the  Grand  Master  has  chosen  to  lend  himself  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  pecuniary  interests  of  a  Chicago  publisher,  unless  we  shall 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  Myers'  are  the  best  and  most  desirable 
tactics.     Such  I  do  not  think  to  be  the  case. 

In  this  connection  permit  me  to  say,  I  believe  that  so  long  as  we  , 
wear  swords  and  parade  publicly  in  uniform,  we  should  insist  upon 
our  members  drilling.  I  We  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  the  Order  to  make 
at  least  a  respectable  appearance  before  the  public,  and  this  I  main- 
tain we  cannot  do  unless  we  at  least  learn  to  keep  step.  Now  that  you 
have  adopted  a  ritual,  I  trust  you  will  adopt  a  system  of  tactics  and 
require  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  pre- 
scribed drill.  This,  I  believe,  will  help  to  infuse  new  life  in  our  Order, 
and  no  Sir  Knight  will  be  ashamed  to  turn  out  with  his  Commandery, 
as  is  now  the  case.  ^  I  have  examined  carefully  the  tactics  of  Sir  H. 
B.  Grant  and  Sir  E.  B.  Myers,  and  am  familiar  with  Welch's,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  Grant's  are  superior  to  either  of  the  others,  and  best 
suited  to  our  ritual.  Any  Sir  Knight  familiar  with  Upton's  Army 
Tactics  will  find  little  difficulty  in  learning  Grant's  drill.  I  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  this  matter  to  a  Committee  to  whom  I  will 
furnish  copies  of  all  Tactics  mentioned. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  a  few  short  hours  the  trust  you  have  confided  to  me  of  presiding 
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over  the  Templars  of  Mississippi  will  terminate.  I  assure  you,  Sir 
Knights,  that  I  fully  appreciate  the  high  honor  you  have  conferred 
upon  me,  and  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  heart  thank  you  for 
your  kind  partiality.     I  bid  you  God-speed. 

WM.  FRENCH, 

Grand  Commander. 

On  motion  of  Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  E.-.  Grand 
Commander  was  received,  ordered  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and 
referred  to  the  appropriate  Standing  and  Special  Committees. 

The  R.  •.  E.  *.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  usual  Committees,, 
as  follows: 

Credentials — Sirs  P.  M.  Savery,  J.  M.  Boon,  Wm.  Priestly. 

Templar  Lav)— Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  Jno.  K.  Fulson,  Jas.  T.  Fant. 

Appeals— Sirs  N.  S.  Walker,  J.  M.  Boon,  Jag.  T.  Meade. 

Financt. — ^Sira  J.  H.  Gordon,  Geo.  8.  Green,  L.  B.  Mosby. 

Doings  of  Grand  OffieersShs  P.  M.  Savery,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Wm.  Priestly. 

Unfinished  Bitsiness— Sirs  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  R.  F.  Hudson,  II.  M.  Romberger. 

Fraternal  Dead—Sirs  Frank  Burkitt,  Jas.  T.  Fant,  W.  W.  Marshall. 

A  communication  from  the  Lady  Principals  of  Franklin  Female 
College,  was  read,  inviting  the  Grand  Commandery  lo  a  compli- 
mentary concert  to  be  given  to-night,  at  the  public  hall  by  the  young 
ladies  of  that  institution.     The  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  Grand  Commander  announced  a  public  parade  and  drill  during 
the  afternoon. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  declared  adjourned  until  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SECOND  DAY. 


Thursday,  April  20,  1882. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present  as  on  yesterday,  with  the  addition  of  Sir  J.  L.  Power, 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  his  Annual  Report  and  Account,  as 
follows : 

REPORT  AND  ACCOUNT  OF  GRAND  RECORDER. 

To  the  R,\  E,'.  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report  as  Grand  Re- 
corder. 
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The  total  receipts  since  last  Grand  Conclave  are  as  follows : 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  i,  dues  1880 ^  83  00 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  dues  1880  71  00 

Lexington  Commandery,  No.  3,  dues  1880 21  00 

Holly  Springs  Comandery,  No.  4,  dues  1880 27  00 

Rosalie  Commandery,  No.  5,  dues  1880 56  00 

St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6,  dues  1880 40  00 

Winona  Commandery,  No.  7,  dues  1880   ...    ;?8oo 

De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  8,  dues  1880 28  00 

Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10,  dues  1880   ....    50  oo 

Kosciusko  Commandery,  No.  11,  dues  1880 30  oo» 

Canton  Commandery,  No.  12,  dues  1880 42  oo- 

Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  13,  dues  18S0   20  00 

Grenada  Commandery,  No.   15,  dues  1880 i6oou 

Total  receipts 85 1 2  00 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  Report,  contrary  to  experience  of  recent 
years,  will  show  a  respectable  balance  in  the  treasury.  This  is  due  to 
the  vigorous  retrenchment  measures  adopted  at  last  Grand  Conclave^ 
and  to  the  prompt  response  of  the  Sir  Knights  then  present,  to  cancel 
the  debt  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  making  the  Protestant  Orphan 
Asylum  at  Natchez  the  beneficiary  of  the  agreement  then  carried  into 
effect.  The  amount  contributed,  $111.00,  which  appears  in  detail  on 
page  23,  last  Proceedings,  was  duly  forwarded  to  the  Lady  Managers 
of  the  Asylum,  and  its  receipt  was  gratefully  acknowledged. 

If  the  resolution  adoi)ted  at  the  last  Grand  Conclave  is  adhered  to, 
suspending  for  this  and  next  Grand  Conclave  Sec.  93,  Rules  and 
Edicts,  which  allows  compensation  for  attendance,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery will  be  able  to  meet  its  other  expenses,  and  accumulate  a 
small  sum  for  future  demands.  In  this  connection,  I  may  mention 
that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  1866  to  1869  have 
never  been  published,  and  are  persistently  enquired  for  by  Sir  Knights 
in  our  own  and  other  Juri.sdictions,  who  want  to  complete  their  files 
of  our  Transactions.  The  Grand  Commandery  authorized  this  work 
done- some  years  ago,  but  your  Grand  Recorder,  to  whom  the  matter 
was  confided,  has  not  seen  the  way  clear.  The  balance  now  in  the 
Treasury  would  about  defray  the  expense  of  printing  the  years  named; 
and,  ])erhaps,  also  the  few  years  from  first  organization  to  the  war 
period,  when  the  Grand  Commandery  suspended  its  labors.  Our  Juris- 
diction is  the  only  one  within  our  knowledge  that  has  thus  delayed 
the  publication  of  a  complete  file  of  its  proceedings. 

The  duties  of  my  office  have  been  exceedingly  light  during  the  past 
year,  and  hence  have  but  little  to  report.  I  submit  the  usual  table, 
.showing  the  work  of  the  several  Commanderics  for  1881  : 
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401 1$  422  00 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.   L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder. 


Grand  Treasurer's  Account. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  his  Annual  Account  as  follows  : 

To  the  jR.  \  E,  \  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Annual  Account  Current. 

1882.  Dr. 

April  18.  To  cash  from  Grand  Recorder  to  date $512  00 

Cr. 

By  Pay  Roll  Grand  Conclave,   1881 $147  35 

By  dues  to  Grand  Encampment,   188 1 20  30 

By  postage  and  Express,  Grand  Recorder 17  47 

By  salary  Grand  Recorder,  1881 50  00 

By  printing  Proceedings,  1881 150  00 

$385   12 
By  balance  on  hand 126  88 

$512  00 
Courteously  submitted, 

N.  S.  Walker,  Grand  Treasurer. 
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On  motion  of  Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  the  Report  and  Accounts  of  the 
Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  were  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

The  following  communication  from  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  was  read : 

Natchez,  April  15th,  1882. 
Toihc  E.\  E,\  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi : 

Dear  Sir  Knights— Owing  to  sickness  in  my  family  for  the  past 
two  months,  I  have  been  unable  to  prepare  my  report  on  Foreign 
(Correspondence  in  time  for  presentation  at  this  session. 

Being  an  insurance  agent,  modesty  is  my  ruling  trait,  which  makes 
me  feel  a  delicacy  in  asking  your  indulgence,  but  shall  esteem  it  a 
great  favor  if  allowed  to  complete  the  report  and  hand  the  same  to  our 
amiable,  exemplary  and  accomplished  Grand  Recorder  which  I  will 
engage  to  do  in  ample  time  for  its  publication  with  your  proceedings. 

Regretting  my  inability  to  be  present  at  Grand  Conclave,  and  ex- 
pressing an  earnest  wish  for  your  personal  happiness  and  success  of 
the  Order  here  and  elsewhere,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Courteously  yours,  E.  G.  DeLap, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  the  request  of  Sir  DeLap  was 
granted. 

Sir  J .  M.  Boon,  in  behalf  of  the  Lady  Principals  of  Franklin  Fe- 
male College,  extended  an  invitation  to  visit  that  institution  at  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  this  morning.     Which  was  accepted. 

D0IHG8  OF  GEAKD  OITIOEBS. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  adopted: 
To  the  Qrand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  respectfully  and 
courteously  submit  the  following  report : 

Having  carefully  reviewed  the  Address  of  R.  •.  E.  •.  Grand  Com- 
mander, Sir  Wm.  French,  we  fully  endorse  the  knightly  sentiments 
contained  therein,  and  recommend  them  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  our  fraters  of  Mississippi.  We  courteously  recommend  that  the 
Grand  Commandery  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  expedient 
upon  the  official  communication  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

We  fully  endorse  the  position  of  our  Grand  Commander  on  the 
subject  of  Templar  Tactics  promulgated  by  authority  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  We  do  not  recognize 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  to  promulgate  and  enforce  any 
system  of  tactics  upon  a  Grand  Jurisdiction,  without  their  consent. 
Courteously  submitted,  P.  M.  Savery, 

W.  Priestley, 
Committee. 
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ISO  APPEALS. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  MUsisaippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  beg  leave  to  report  that  nothing  has 
been  submitted  for  our  consideration. 

Courteously  submitted, 

J.  M.  Boon,  Chairman, 

OOMPLIMEKTABT    RESOLUTIONS. 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi 
be  tendered  to  the  Lady  President,  teachers  and  pupils  of  Franklin 
Female  College,  for  the  interesting  and  highly  intellectual  entertain- 
ir*ent  with  which  the  Grand  Commandery  was  compliinented  on  the 
night  of  tne  19th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  recognize  the  excellence  of  all  the  pro- 
gramme there  fully  carried  out,  we  desire  to  express  our  unqualified 
admiration  for  the  rendition  of  the  recitations,  **The  Life  Boat,"  by 
Miss  Walter,  and  another  recitation  by  Miss  Scruggs,  andrespectfully 
request  them  to  repeat  the  same  at  the  banquet  to-night. 

Resolved,  That  the  E.-.  C.  •.  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4, 
be  appointed  a  Special  Committee  to  notify  the  young  ladies  named 
of  this  action. 

Sir  W.  P.»Towler  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  Committee  shall  con- 
sist of  Sir  P.  ^L  Savery  and  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  which  being  agreed  to, 
the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  by  a  rising  vote. 

TRIBUTE   OF   EESPECT- 

The  following  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  by  a  rising  vote  : 
To  the  Grand  Commandrrii  of  MiMk»lppi : 

Your  Committee  on  Deceased  Sir  Knights  most  heartily  concur  in 
what  the  R.-.  E.  *.  Grand  Commander  has  said  in  reference  to  our  il- 
lustrious frater,  Jamks  a.  Garfield,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  cheerfully  approve  the  recommendation  he  was  pleaded  to 
make,  both  as  regards  the  publication  of  the  order  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encamj^ment  nf  the  United  States,  and  the  set- 
ting apart  a  suitable  memorial  pnge  in  commemoration  of  the  illus- 
trious dead. 

P'rank  BuRKirr, 
Jas.  T.   Fant, 
W.  W.  Marshall, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was 
made  the  first  special  order  for  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  took  a  recess  for  the  purpose  of  vis- 
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iting  in  a  body  the  Franklin  Female  College,  and  after  about  one 
hour  pleasantly  spent  at  same,  returned  to  the  Asylum,  and  resumed 
business. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted,  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Besolvedy  That  our  venerable  and  beloved  frater.  Sir  Jas.  M.  Howry, 
Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  elected  a  life-honorary  member  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  following  report  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 
To  ihe.R.',  E.'.  Grand  Commandeiy  : 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave  to  report  that 
we  have  examined  the  proceedings  of  last  Grand  Conclave  and  find 
no  unfinished  business  to  report. 

Chas.  M.  Erwin, 
R.  F.  Hudson, 

H.    M.    ROMBERGER, 

Committee. 
Sir  J.  K.  Fulson  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 
Resolved^  That  Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson  be  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  his  reception  address  at  the  church  on  yesterday,  for  publica- 
tion in  our  proceedings. 

Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  for  Special  Committee  to  request  the  Misses 
Walter  and  Scruggs  to  repeat,  at  the  banqu'^.t  to-night,  their  recitations 
at  the  entertainment  last  night,  reported  that  the  young  ladies  had 
kindly  agreed  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

RECEPTION  OF  SIR  J.  M.  HOWRY. 

The  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sirs  P.  M.  Savery  and  H.  M. 
Romberger  a  Committee  to  notify  Sir  Jas.  M.  Howry  of  his  election 
as  a  life-honorary  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi, 
and  to  escort  him  to  the  Asylum.  Sir  J.  L.  Power  was  appointed  to 
introduce  him  on  his  arrival. 

In  a  few  minutes.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  announced  Sir  Jas. 
M,  Howry  and  escort  as  stated,  and  the  lines  being  formed  and  swords 
at  a  "present,"  he  was  introduced  to  the  Grand  Commandery.  The 
Grand  Commander  stated  the  action  that  had  been  taken,  and  ex- 
tended to  Sir  Knight  Howry  a  most  cordial  greeting  as  the  first  and 
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only  enrolled  life-honorary  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Mississippi.  Sir  Howry,  in  brief  and  grateful  terms,  acknowledged 
the  compliment  as  one  of  the  highest  that  had  ever  been  conferred 
upon  him. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  programme  for  the  banquet  to-night, 
the  Grand  Commandery,  at  4:15  o'clock  p.  m.,  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow morning,  9  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Holly 
Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  to  confer  the  Orders  on  several  can- 
didates. 


•THIRD  DAY. 


Friday,  April  21,  1882. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

On  motion  of  Sir  P.  M.  Savery,  the  Grand  Commandery  unani- 
mously agreed  to  make  a  pilgrimage  of  respect  to  the  City  of  the 
Dead  during  the  morning. 

TEMPLAE  f  TACTICS. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
To  the  Gi-and  Commandery  of  'Slimssippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Tactics  have  the  honor  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  several  copies  of  Tactics  in  use  by  other  jurisdictions  to 
such  an  extent  as  limited  time  allowed  us,  and  while  we  may  not  have 
analyzed  the  merits  of  each  to  that  extent  which  will  warrant  your 
Committee  to  recommend  either  for  adoption  by  this  Grand  Comman- 
dery, we  think  that  that  Tactics  edited  by  H.  B.  Grant,  the  fuller  and 
the  better  suited  to  the  Asylum  and  to  public  occasions  than  others 
which  we  examined. 

Respectfully  reported, 

Jas.  T.  Meade, 
B.  A.  Vaughan, 

W.    P.    TOWLER, 

Committee. 
The  Grand  Recorder  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 
JResolvedy  That  the  copies  of  Myers'  Tactics,  received  from  the 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  be  distributed  to  the 
several  Commander ies,  and  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  authorized  to 
purchase  a  sufficient  number  of  Grant's  Tactics,  so  as  to  furnish  one 
copy  to  each  Commandery,  and  one  to  each  of  the  first  four  officers 
of  the  Grand  Commandery. 
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A  PLEASANT  IHOIDEHT. 

The  Grand  Commander  reported  the  presence,  in  the  building,  of 
the  son  of  Sir  Knight  John  R.  McCarroll,  at  whose  **baptism,"  in. 
1880,  the  Grand  Commandery  **assisted  to  the  extent  of  standing  at  a 
present  during  the  performance  of  the  ceremony  by  the  minister." 

Thereupon,  it  was  resolved  that  the  young  gentleman  should  be 
introduced  to  the  Grand  Commandery ;  and  on  his  arrival  being  an- 
nounced, the  lines  were  formed  and  Master  John  R.  McCarroll,  Jr.,. 
was  received  with  a  knightly  salute  and  heartily  welcomed  by  the 
R.\  E.  •.  Grand  Commander. 

REPORT  OP  FIHAHOE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report,    which 
was  adopted; 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  have  had  under  consideration  the  va- 
rious matters  referred  to  them  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  reports  of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treas- 
urer  and  find  them  correct. 

Your  Committee  concur  very  heartily  in  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand. 
Recorder  that  the  unpublished  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Comman- 
dery for  1866,  1867,  1868  and  1869,  be  at  once  printed;  and  inas- 
much as  the  Proceedings  from  1857 — the  year  of  organization — to- 
1862,  are  not  obtainable,  that  the  same  be  also  printed;  and  when 
same  are  published,  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  distribute  as  the  Annual 
Proceedings  are  distributed ;  also  that  the  Grand  Recorder  furnish, 
each  Subordinate  Commandery  one  complete  file  of  the  Proceedings- 
from  organization  to  1882  inclusive,  substantially  bound,  with  the 
name  and  number  of  Commandery  stamped  thereon. 

Courteously, 

J.  H.  Gordon, 
Geo.  S.  Green, 
L.  B.  MosBV, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  was 
requested  to  write  out  his  remarks  at  the  church,  on  first  day,  in 
response  to  the  address  of  welcome  by  Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  that  the  issuance  of  the  cypher  rit- 
ual, adopted  by  Grand  Commandery,  had  beeji  unavoidably  delayed,, 
and  further  time  was  asked  and  granted. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  prcceeded  to  the 

ELECTION  OP  GRAiro  OPPICERS 

Sirs  P.  M.  Savery  and  Chas.  M.  Erwin  having  been  appointed  tellers. 
The  election  resulted  as  follows; 
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Sir  Jas.  T.Meade Lexington Grand  Commander. 

Sir  H.  M.  RoMBERGER WateT^   /alley Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

Sir  W.  P.  TowLER Grenada Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sir  J.  H.Gordon Port    Gibson Grand  Captain  General. 

Kev.  J.  M.  Boon HollySpHngs Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker Port  GWson Grand  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  L.  Power Jachon.,. Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Geo.  S.  Green Jackson Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sir  L.  B.  MosBY Holly  Springs Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Sir  W.  H.  Bailey WinoTia  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sir  Wm.  Priestley Canton Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sir  Frank  Burkitt Okolona Grand  Warder. 

Sir  John  George Grenada Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard- 

TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  NEXT  MEETING. 

The  Wednesday  preceding  Ascension  Day  in  May,  1883,  was 
chosen  as  the  time,  and  the  city  of  Grenada  unanimously  selected  as 
the  place  for  the  next  Grand  Conclave. 

Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  R.  F.  Hudson  and  P.  M.  Savery  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  and  report  suitable  resolutions  of 
thanks  to  all  entitled  to  same. 

On  motion  of  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  the  matter  of  arranging  districts 
for  visitation  by  Grand  Officers  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Templar  Law. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  at  12:30  p.  m.,  adjourned  until  3  o'clock. 


AFTERNOON     SESSION. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  and, 
in  conformity  with  resolution  of  morning  session,  proceeded  at  once 
to  the  city  cemetery,  where  the  last  resting  places  of  the  many  Sir 
Sir  Knights  buried  there  were  visited.  Before  each  grave  the  Sir 
Knights  paused,  and  with  bowed  and  uncovered  heads  manifested 
respect  for  the  memories  of  departed  fraters.  A  large  number  of  the 
citizens  of  Holly  Springs  were  present,  and  seemed  to  appreciate  this 
demonstration  of  respect  for  those  to  whom  they  had  been  attached 
by  ties  even  stronger  than  those  that  bind  Templars  together. 

While  en  route  to  the  cemetery  the  Grand   Commandery  halted  in 
front  of  the  residence  of  Sir  Thos.  J.  Malone,  whose  age  and  infirmities 
confined  him  to  his  home.     He  seemed  deeply  touched  by  such   fra- 
ternal remembrance.     A  like  compliment  was  also  paid  the  family  o  f 
the  late  Sir  B.  D.  Matthews. 

After  the  visit  to  the  cemetery,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded 
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to  the  Methodist  Church,  where  the  Grand  Officers  elect  were  duly 
installed  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  spectators — the  retiring 
Grand  Commander  installing  his  successor,  Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade,  and  he 
the  remaining  Grand  Officers. 

THANKS. 

While  at  the  Church,  the  following  resolutions,  reported  by  the 
Committee  appointed,  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Missis- 
sippi are  due  and  are  hereby  cordially  tendered  to  the  Sir  Knights  of 
Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  and  the  ladies  and  citizens  gen- 
erally of  the  city  of  Holly  Springs  for  the  cordial  and  enthusiastic 
welcome  we  have  received  and  the  unbounded  hospitality  we  have 
enjoyed  during  the  session  of  the  Twenty-Second  Grand  Annual  Con- 
clave held  in  said  city  on  the  19th,  20th  and  21st  days  of  April,  A.  D. 
1882,  A.  O.  764. 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  and  copies  thereof  furnished  the  newspapers  of 
Holly  Springs  with  request  for  publication. 

B.  A.  Vaughan, 
R.  F.   Hudson, 
P.  M.  Savery, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  returned  to  the  Asylum,  and,  on 
resuming  business,  the  folio sving  paper  was  read: 

»'THE    DARK   DAYS   OF    1878." 

Cd,  J,  X.  Power  : 

Dear  Sir — The  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  in  Holly  Springs,  the  repeated  references  made  in  public  by 
the  Knights  to  their  honored,  lamented  brother,  the  late  Col.  Harvey 
W.  Walter,  brought  vividly  before  my  mind  some  of  the  dark  days  of 
1878.  I  then  witnessed  one  or  two  scenes,  a  description  of  which 
will,  no  doubt,  be  of  interest  to  a  large  number  of  Knights  and  many 
others  throughout  the  State. 

As  the  billows  of  that  fearful  epidemic  began  to  break  upon  us, 
Col.  W.  and  I  were  much  together.  We  had  been  neighbors  and 
friends  for  eight  years  past,  but  I  soon  began  to  know  his  heart  as  I 
had  not  known  it  before.  One  night  early  in  my  sickness,  in  a  lucid 
moment,  I  felt  the  absolute  necessity  for  freedom  from  excitement, 
Col.  W.  came  to  my  bedside  and  desired  to  encourage  me  by  favor- 
able comment  on  my  condition.  I  opened  my  half-closed  eyes  and 
said,  * 'don't  discuss  it."  He  slipped  away,  and  although  he  called 
regularly,  (as  I  was  told)  I  knew  nothing  more  of  him  for  days,  how 
many,  I  do  not  know.  At  length  one  night  he  slipped  to  my  bedside 
again  and  finding  me  awake  and  convalescent,   he   dropped  on  his 
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knees  and  offered  a  heartfelt  thanksgiving  for  my  hope  of  recovery. 
I  threw  my  arm  around  his  neck  and  uttered  a  prayer  for  the  safety 
of  himself  and  his  noble  boys ;  but  the  will  of  Him  *  *who  doeth  all 
things  well"  was  that  that  petition  must  be  denied.  The  weather  had 
turned  cool ;  Col.  Walter  took  my  talma  from  the  head  of  my  bed, 
threw  it  over  him  and  went  out  on  his  mission  of  love  and  service.  I 
saw  him  no  more,  for  the  next  morning,  on  the  Square,  his  chill  came 
upon  him.  For  four  or  five  days  I  knew  that  he  was  ill ;  then  I  heard 
that  the  noble  old  hero,  who  had  gone  safely  through  so  many  other 
battles,  was  now  a  victim,  numbered  with  the  dead !  I  heard  the 
heavy  roll  of  the  hearse,  and  raised  myself  up  to  take  a  look  at  all 
that  could  now  be  seen  of  him.  Then  I  witnessed  the  scene  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  know,  I  was  the  only  white  spectator.  The  hearse,  in 
which  was  his  coffin,  was^wrrfeaDy^a  colored  man ;  a  white  man,  who 
had  charge  of  the  burial  corps,  followed  behind  on  horseback,  the 
bridle-rein  lying  loosely  on  the  horse's  neck ;  the  man  with  his  two 
hands  resting  on  a  stick,  (across  that  neck)  just  in  front  of  the  saddle ; 
on  the  side-walk,  arm  in  arm,  with  bowed  and  reverent  forms,  indica- 
ting the  sadness  of  the  hearts  within,  walked  his  two  noble  boys, 
Frank  and  Jimmie.  Behind  them  followed  four  negro  men,  the  burial 
corps. 

That,  Sir  Knights,  was  the  funeral  procession  which  followed  your 
noble  brother,  Mississippi's  adopted,  honored  son,  to  his  final  resting 
place!  Three  days  later,  as  the  death-list  shows,  his  second  son, 
Avant,  was  laid  by  his  side.  Of  that  I  knew  nothing  at  the  time. 
Frank  and  Jimmie  (24  and  20  years  of  age)  were  both  taken  sick  the 
next  morning  after  they  had  laid  their  father  away.  They  knew 
nothing  of  Avant's  death  and  burial.  A  few  morning's  later,  about 
sun- rise,  I  heard  my  wife  call  to  a  passing  colored  nurse  and  ask, 
'*how  are  the  Walter  boys?"  '*They  are  both  dead,"  was  the  heart- 
piercing  reply.  Just  as  the  clock  had  struck  one  that  night,  both  of 
these  spirits  entered,  as  we  trust,  into  rest.  All  the  sick  around  us 
were  now  dead,  except  three  in  my  house  and  one  young  man  in  Col. 
Walter's  house.  Two  hours  later,  and  with  my  wife,  I  sat  up  for 
awhile  by  my  window.  A  cold,  dreary  morning,  with  drizzling  rain. 
We  sat  that  we  might  see,  and  through  our  tears  we  did  see,  the 
hearse  go  by,  first  with  one,  then  with  the  other  of  these  precious 
boys,  carrying  all  that  was  mortal  of  them,  to  be  laid  by  the  side  of 
father  and  brother.  The  funeral  procession  now  consisted  of  two 
colored  men  on  the  box  of  the  hearse,  and  four  negroes  (the  burial 
corps)  following  on  horse-back.  Such  were  the  scenes  connected 
with  the  last  earthly  hours  of  this  noble  Knight  and  his  knightly  sons. 
A  very  few  of  their  earthly  friends  could  be  there  to  look  and  weep, 
but  were  not  the  angels  there  ?      There,  not  to  weep,  but  to  rejoice. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  N.  Craig. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Frank  Burkitt,  the  communication  was  ordered  to 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery  returned  to  Rev.  Dr.  Craig  for  so  graphic  an  account  of  the  last 
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days  of  our  first  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Harvey  W.  Walter,  and  for 
so  just  a  tribute  to  him  and  his  noble  sons. 

TEMPLAR    LAW. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  and  adopted: 

To  the  B,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Missmippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law  and  Jurisprudence,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  no  question  of  Law  or  Jurisprudence  has  been  brought  to 
their  attention.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    K.    FULSON, 

B.  A.  Vaughan, 

Committee. 

The  Grand  Recorder  announced  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Knights 
Templar  Relief  Association,  the  following  were  chosen  as  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year :  President,  W.  G.  Pax  ton ;  Vice-President,  Jas. 
T.  Meade ;  Directors,  J.  H.  Gordon,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,'  P.  M.  Savery, 
Wm.  Priestley,  J.  M.  Boon ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  J.  L.  Power. 
The  statement  was  also  made  that  there  had  been  seven  deaths  since 
the  organization  of  the  Association  two  years  ago,  and  that  the  total 
benefits  paid  amounted  to  about  $1,200.00;  also  that  thirteen  new 
applications  had  been  received  during  the  present  session  of  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

The  R.  •.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Templar  Law — Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  Oliver  Clifton,  P.  M.  Savery. 

Foreign  Correspondence — Sirs  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  B.  F.  Hudson. 

No  further  business  appearing,  the  Grand  Commandery,  at  6 
o'clock,  p.  M.,  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Grenada,  on  the 
Wednesday  preceding  Ascension  Day,  in  May,  1883. 

JAS.  T.  MEADE, 

Grand  Commander. 
Attest  : 


"y^^^^ 


Grand  Recorder. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


THE     BANQUET. 


The  Banquet  given  by  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  on 
Thursday  night,  was  an  enjoyable  event.  The  Sir  Knights  attended 
in  full  force,  and  many  of  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  Holly  Springs 
were  present.  The  decorations  of  the  hall  were  exceedingly  appro- 
priate, and  the  tables  artistically  arranged  and  bountifully  spread. 
The  following  was  observed  as  the 

PROGRAMME: 

1.  Blessing — Sir  Knight  Rev.  J.  H.  Heard. 

2.  Grand   Commandeby   of   Mississippi— R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander, 

Sir  Wm.  French. 

3.  Recitation,  (by  special  request  of  Grand  Commandery,)  by  Miss  Wal- 

ter—The Life  Boat. 

4.  Our  Sister  Commanderies— Sir  J.  A.  Heard,  St.  Elmo  Commandery, 

Memphis,  Tennessee. 

5.  The  Antiquity  and  Mission  of  Masonry — Past  Grand  Master  J.  M. 

Howry. 

6.  Templar  Masonry,   and  its   Relation  to  Morality  and  Reli- 

gion—IV.  G.-.  C.-.  P.  M.  Savery. 

7.  Holly  Springs  and  Holly  Springs  Commandery —Sirs  J.  T.  Fant 

and  J.  L.  Power. 

8.  Recitation,  (by  special  request)  by  Miss  Scruggs — "Despotism." 

9.  The  Press- Past  Grand  Master  Frank  Burkitt,  and  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  C.  M. 

Erwin. 
10.    Woman— Heaven's  first,  best  gift  to  Man— Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan. 
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Returns  of 
SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27.  1881. 

•INCLUDING   OFFICERS    FOR   1882.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1.— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr E.  C.     H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  e.  c Treaaurer. 

R.  Bradley Gen'o.     01iverClifton,p.  e.  c,  p.  G.cRecorder. 

J.  M.  Smylie C.  G.    James  Shelton,  p.  e.  c St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  E.  c Prelate.    J.  M.  McKee Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  S.  Green,  p.  b.  c S.  W.     J.  A.  Webb,  p.  e.  c  Warder. 

M.  F.  Afih,  p.  E.  c J.  W.    J.  M.  Cain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Thomas  Palmer,  Jno.  T.  Buck,  R.  L. 
Saunders. 

Members— W.  B.  Baldwin,  W.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  J.  C.  Cameron,  Jno.  H. 
Echols,  J.  A.  (Jalbreath,  Sr.,  J.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  Geo.  T.  Gracev,  W.  II. 
Gibbs,  N.  Greener,  J.  S.  Hamilton,  AV.  S.  Hamilton,  W.  C.  Harrell,  C.  J. 
Ileuck,  T.  R.  Ilolloman,  J.  A.  Iloflkina,  David  Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  C. 
Johnson,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Luther  Manship,  R.  F.  McGill,  John  McGill,  J.  H.  Mon- 
fourt,  R.  C.  Pendergrast,  W.  B.  Taylor,  W.  IT.  Tcgarden— Total,  41. 

Dimitted — W.  K.  Douglas. 

Died — Harris  Barksdale,  August  22d,  1881. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $41  00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vicksburg,  Warren  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

G.  G.  Manlove E.  C.    H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

J.  D.  Miles Gen'o.     Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  K.  c Recorder. 

Geo.  H.  Smith C.  G.    Jas.  H.  King St.  Bearer. 

F.  Speed,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     H.  V.  Norton Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  E.  c,  p.  g.  c S.  W.     C.  E.  Thomas Warder. 

Wm.  French,  p.  E.  c,  R.  E.  g.  c..,.J.  W.     Wm.  Murray Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commander — T.  G.  Birchett. 

Past  Grand  Commander— W.  S.  Patton. 
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Members— F.  M.  Andrews,  D.  II.  Alverson,  M.  T.  Anderson,  Jas.  H.  Bcrea- 
ford,  Geo.  W.  Bookout,  Jaw.  W.  Beaty,  Wm.  M.  Chamberlin,  S.  H.  ChildresB, 
E.  C.  Carroll,  Simms  Coate,  L.  A.  Campbell,  H.  Denio,  J.  R.  Eakins,  F.  M. 
Featherstun^  C.  C.  Floweree,  E.  C.  Grant,  T.  J.  Harper,  J.  T.  Heard,  R.  E. 
Harris,  I.  Hardy,  W.  S.  Harris,  J.  L.  Hebron,  J.  J.  Hayes,  E.  P.  Jones,  Geo. 
M.  Klein,  W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  W.  W.  Lord,  D.  B.  Nailor,  H.  E.  O^Reilly,  A. 


Total,  58. 

Afflliated — R.  E.  Harris. 
DiMiTTED— Jds.  W.  Gray,  p.  E.  c. 

Died— E.  T.  Henry,  April  10th,  1881 ;  G.  W.  Jones,  September  20th,  1881 ; 
W.  ^y.  Murphy,  October  22d,  1881. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $58  00 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

L.  C.  Abbott E.C.    R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

R.  H.  Montgomery Gen'o.    Jno.  L.  Belford Recorder. 

T.  S.  Wricht C.  G.     R.  M.  Murphy St.  Bearer. 

J.  T.  Meade,  p.  E.  c Prelate.     P.  A.  Ijcindholm Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  e.  c S.  W.    F.  C.  Mercer,  p.  E.  o.  c Warder. 

C.  Oltenburg,  p.  e.  c J.  W.    W.  F.  Stigler SentineL 

Members— D.  H.  Allen,  J.  D.  Dabnev,  H.  P.  Davis,  M.  L.  Harmon,  G.  G. 
Jones,  B.  H.  McGee,  David  Mitchell,  C.  T.  Murphy,  Jno.  Shackleford— 
Total  21. 

Orders  Conferred— G.  G.  Jones,  P.  A.  Liendholm. 

Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct — J.  J.  Baker,  by  action  of  Blue 
Lodge,  February  4th,  1882. 

Dues  to  Grand  Chapter $31  00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  4— Holly  Springs,   Marshall 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

J.  M.  Boon E.  C.  T.  L.  Bennett Treasurer. 

J.  R.  McCarroU Gen'o.  L.  B.  Mosby,  p.  e.  c Recorder. 

J.  G.  Leach C.G.  J.  M.  Brooks St.  Bearer. 

R.  P.  Bowen Prelate.  W.  H.  Newell Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Johnson S.  W.  S.  H.  Pryor Warder. 

A.  B.  McCrosky J.  W.  T.  H.  Gregg Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders- J.  T.  Fant,  J.  T.  Whitehead. 
Members— J.  R.  Denty,  P.  J.  Eckles,  W.  8.  Featheraton,  F.  Ferrill,  W.  J. 
Falkner,  J.  M.  McDonald,  R.  McGowan,  T.  J.  Malone,  R.  B.  Miller,  T.  B. 
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Parker,  J.  S.  Wilson,  H.  B.  Whitehead,  A.  Q.  Withers,   E.  J.  Wilkerson— 
Total,  28. 

Orders  CJonferred— S.  H.  Pry  or. 

Affiliated — J.  M.  Boon. 

Reinstated— A.  B.  McCrosky. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery 135  00 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclavep,  Ist  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

John  A.  Dicks E.  C.    R.  S.  Dixon Treasurer* 

A.  H.  Foster Gen'o.    C.  F.  Merrick Recorder 

Frank  S.  Shaw C.  G.     E.  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  «.  c Prelate.     H.  C.  Norman Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  McDowell S.  W.    Hy  Clarke,  p.  e.  c Warder. 

W.  II.  Stewart,  p.  E.  c J.  W.    Jacob  Peebles Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Win.  G.  Benbrook,  C.  T.  Chamberlain. 

Members— T.  Jeft'  Adams,  A.  Bahin,  G.  J.  Bahin,  G.  M.  Brown,  Jno.  R. 
Bledsoe,  L.  S.  Cornwall,  A.  V.  Davis,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Douglass,  F.  F. 
Fowler,  C.  F.  Farrar,  Thos.  Grafton,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  J.  Ilardie,  G.  St.  C. 
Ilussey,  Joseph  Hahn,  C.  S.  Kinney,  G.  W.  Koontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  F. 
Learned,  E.  A.  Lawrence,  T.  Q.  Munce,  O.  S.  Miles,  Wm.  Noonan,  G.  B. 
Rocca,  Sax  H.  Shaw,  C.  M.  Sawvcr,  A.  R.  Tyler,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  W.  L.  Wells, 
W.  Wier,  E.  L.  Whitney,  F.  K.  Winchester— Total,  47. 

Dimitted— Charles  A.  Weinert. 

Died— William  IL  Watkins,  p.  e.  c,  1881;  Samuel  A.  Mason,  1881; 
Charles  C.  Walden,  1881. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $47  00 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Water  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

J.  B.  Pate E.  C.  J.  F.  Dufi' Treasurer. 

Joel  Ooom Gen'o.  J.  B.  Hudspeth Recorder. 

J.'  F.  White C.  G.  Dan.  T.  Fry St.  Bearer. 

T.  W.  Whitsev,  p.  E.  c Prelate.  F.  W.  Weatherly Sw.  Bearer. 

H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  k  c S.  W.  W.  IL  Biles Warder. 

Henry  Gibbons J.  W.  W.  F.  Palmer Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  g.  c;  H.  E.  Wagner. 

Members — S.  B.  Brown,  J.  L.  Eskridge,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  John  Kirby,  W. 
P.  Painter,  D.  R.  Wagner,  L.  R.  Wilson,  Henry  While,  P.  D.  Woods,  W.  C. 
Shackelford— Total,  24. 

Dimitted — J.  M.  Boon,  G.  W.  Boyles,  H.  C.  Goode,  Henderson  Ray. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues— C.  Montgomery,  p.  e.  c;  8.  M. 
Thames.    - 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $24  00 

Digitized  by  VjUUQIC 


32  Returns  of  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

WINONA  CJOMMANDERY,  No.  7— Winona,  Montgomery  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

Chae.  M.  Erwin,  p.  G.  c E.  C.     W.  W.  Marshall Treasurer. 

Thos.  H.  Walker Gen'o.     Frank  Hawkins,  Jr Recorder. 

Frank  Hawkins,  Sr C.  G.     D.  L.  Sweatnian St.  Bearer. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate.     L.  Bailev Sw.  Bearer. 

V.  C.  Butt S.  W.     A.  Vaughan Warder. 

R.  D.  Palmer J.  W.    John  Killingsworth Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P.  Turner. 
Members— C.  M.  Atkinson,  W.  H.  Bailev,  A.  M.  Barrington,  J.  R.  Binfonl, 

C.  H.  Campbell,  J.  M.  Ellis,  S.  N.  Elv,  C.  S.  Johnson,   W.  H.  Johnson,  J.  T. 
Lay,C.  Y.  Marshall,  O.  J.  Moore,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  F.  M.  Shrvock,  G.  A.  Spivev, 

D.  D.  Wilkins— Total,  30. 
Affiliated — O.  J.  Moore. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery...; $30  00 


DeMOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

B.  A.  Vaughan E.  C.  D.  D.  L.  Quiun Treasurer. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  e.  c Gen'o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder 

J.  E.  Leigh ('.  G.  PIT.  Sykes St.  Bearer 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  o.  c Prelaie.  L.  M.  Tucker Sw.  Bearer 

S.  C.  Munger S.  W.  Thos.  Tracev Warder 

W.  A.  Moore J.  W.  D.  D.  L.  Quinn Sentiuei; 

Members— A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  G.  A.  Evans,  N.  M.  Gooch,  R.  F. 
Hudson,  E.  F.  Kemp,  J.  U.  Lawrence,  H.  C.  Long,  J.  A.  Martin,  W.  E.  Rod 
well,  H.  M.  Teasdale,  J.  W.  Soady— Total,  24. 

Dimitted— H.  Osborne,  e.  R.  Tucker. 

DiEi>— C.  M.  Ottley,  December  6th,  1881. 

Dues  to  (Jrand  Commandery $23  00 


IVANHOE    COMMANDERY,    No.    10    Okolona,    Chickasaw    County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  night  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1S82. 

F.  Burkitt E.  C.     T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

Jno.  McCurlev (ien'o.     C.  C.  Ross Recorder. 

Z.  T.  Trice...; C.  G.     C.  B.  Hood St.  Bearer. 

A.  Babbitt,  P.  E.  c Prelate.     B.  A.  P.  Selman Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  S.  Cobb,  Jr S.  W.     G.  W.  Bashaw Warder. 

AV.  M.  Buchanan J.  W.     J.  P.  Porter Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— P.  M.  Savery,  p.  «.  c;  R.  M.  Y'oung,  J.  R. 
Mcintosh,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  E.  M.  Walker,  J.  W.  Buchanan. 

Members — S.  H.  Berge,  J.  W".  Bo  wen,  W.  B.  Barker,  R.  B.  Brannin,  Thos. 
E.  Cannon,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  J.  L.  Finley,  A.  H.  Frencb,  W.  H.  Gilmore, 
W.  E.  Howard,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  H.  W.  Hunter,  J.  R.  Johnson,  A.  J.  Moore, 
J.  A.  Mooser,  H.  C.  Mcndenhall,  A.  J.  Mc Williams,  George  Murphy,   C.  N. 
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Simpson,  E.  L.  Svkes,  S.  T.  Svkes,  J.  M.  Trice,  B.  S.  Trice,  S.  H.  Taylor,  H. 
W.  Waldrop,  Andrew  Woods— Total  44. 

DiMiTTED — J.  S.  Cain. 
Dues  to  Grand  Com mandery $44  00 


KOSCIUSKO  COMMANDERY,   No,  11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Ofeicers  for  1882. 

John  Riley E.  C.     Wm.  V.  Davis,  p.  E.  c Treasurer. 

Isaac  W.  Scarborough Gen'o.     W.  \V.  Baccus Recorder. 

John  P.Irving C.  G.     John  B.  Davis St.  Bearer. 

Joe  M.  Thompson,  p.  e.  c Prelate.    John  C.  Lucas Sw.  Bearer. 

James  M.  Lewis,  p.  E.  c S.  W.     M.  A.  Clark,  p.  e.  c Warder. 

Louis  Glazier J.  W.    James  N.  Taylor Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders— D.  L.  Smythe,  Sam'l  C.  Conly,  David  Carr. 

Members — Wm.  Allen,  John  C.  Ashley,  James  M.  Meggs,  James  G.  Riley, 
J.  G.  Sallis,  E.  F.  Shuler,  J.  F.  Short,  James  G.  Carlisle,  F.  M.  Glass,  James 
S.  Comfort— Total,  25. 

Died— A.  W.  Mitchell. 

Suspended  for  Non-Payment  of  Dues — L.  S.  Terry,  A.  G.  Noah,  p.  e.  c. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery .....$25  00 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

Wm.  Priestly,  p.  e.  c E.  C.     J.  T.  Boyd Treasurer. 

A.  M.  Gurley Gen*o.     L.  Schneider Recorder. 

J.  T.  Cameron C.  G.     J.  W.  Ellis St.  Bearer. 

T.  A.  Phillips Prelate.    J.  T.  Priestlv Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Mills S.  W.     C.  Olsen .* Warder. 

J.  W.  Yeargain,  ^.  E.  c J.  W.     W.  C.  Day Sentinel. 

MEBfBERS — S.  A.  Arnold,  W.  D.  Ferriss,  Jno.  R.  Cameron,  A.  J.  Guice,  D. 

B.  Harris,  John  Hart,  R.  II.  Hoffman,  Jas.  H.  Lockett,  Jas.  Newbaker,  J.  J. 
Richards,  G.  W.  Thompson— Total,  23. 

Orders  Conferred — John  R.  Cameron. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $28  00 


C(EUR   De   lion   commandery.   No.    13— Port  Gibson,   Claiborne 

County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

W.  Brown,  Jr E.  U.     N.  S.  Walker Treasurer. 

J.  H.  Gordon Gen'o.     Wm.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

A.  K.  Burnet C.  G.    R.  A.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones Prelate.     Jno.  W.  Andrews Sw.  Bearer. 

Sama  M.  Briscoe 8.  W.     S.  Thrasher Warder. 

Wra.  F.  Burnet J.  W.    Chas.  Hofer Sentinel. 
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Members — Jas.  C.  Bertron,  F.  H.  Foote,  Jno.  G.  Jones,  VVm.  B.  Lewis,  E. 
Mounger,  J.  V.  McPherson,  E.  F.  Price,  A.  Sager— Total,  20. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $20  00 


^GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15— Grenada,  Grenada  Countv. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Ist  Friday  of  each  Month. 

Officers  for  1882. 

G.  Y.  Freeman E.  C.  John  George Treasurer. 

R.  P.  Lake Gen'o.  R.  A.  Arnistead Recorder. 

C.A.  Pardue CO.  R.  N.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

\V.  P.  Towler,   i\  e.  c Prelate.  W.  C.  Chamberlin Sw.  Bearer. 

B.  F.  ThomaB S.  W.  R.  liighgate Warder. 

L.  R.  Turner J.  W.  J.  L.  Collins Sentinel. 

Members— S.  11.  Green,  J.  H.  Howie,  Wm.  McSwine,  J.  J.  Slack— Total,  16. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $16  00 

^Commandery  made  n<»  return  for  iSSi.     Xo  change  in  oTicers  or  membership. 
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To  the  Grand  Commfuulerif  Knights  Templar  of  Missmippi : 

The  underriignet],  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Corresponden'jc,  respectfully 
RubmitvS  that  owing  to  domestic  affliction,  in  the  shape  of  a  protracted  illness  of 
our  better  half,  we  were  unable  to  commence  the  preparation  of  this  Report 
until  too  late  to  complete  it  in  time  for  presentation  at  Annual  Conclave, 
hence  asked  your  indulgence.  The  "Forty  Page  Law,"  together  with  our  lack 
of  time,  has  operated  towards  making  this  one  more  intrinsically  worthless 
than  its  predecessors,  but,  as  we  are  not  responsible  for  the  wife's  illness,  nor 
yet  for  the  iniquity  of  the  forty  page  statute,  we  have  no  apologies  to  make. 

Some  busy-body  may  suggest  that  we  might  have  prepared  our  Kcport  as  the 
proceedings  reached  us.  Possibly  so — but  some  of  them  came  when  it  was  so 
hot  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  Proctor's  Comet  had  pitched  headlong  into  old 
Sol  and  that  a  general  conflagration  was  not  at  all  improbable  at  an  early  day. 
At  that  period  in  the  world's  history  we  were  actively  engaged  in  an  eflfort  to 
keep  c  )ol  an.l  Wt»r3  ml  writing  C  )rrjspondence  Reports  to  any  alarming  extent. 
With  these  prefatory  remarks  we  now  prQj)osc  to  move,  at  once,  upon  the 
enemy's  works. 

ALABAMA,     1881. 

Twenty-First  Annual  Conclave  at  Mobile,  May  18th  ;  present,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
8.  IL  iieasly,  G.*.  C.'.;  Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  Ci.'.  R.'. 

The  Address  of  the  (irand  Commander,  like  the  generality  of  these  papers 
is  an  able  resume  of  Templar  history  in  his  own  State.  Among  other  things, 
he  says : 

Everywhere  the  assurance  is  given  to  purify,  elevate  and  strengthen  the 
Order.' 

Would  to  God  that  tliis  assurance  amounted  to  a  certainty  and  that  the 
Order  might  be  purified  and  elevated,  not  only  in  Alabama,  but  in  Mississippi 
and  throughout  the  Templar  world.  He  seems  to  think  the  Triennial  drunk  at 
Chicago  was  something  grand  ;  calls  it  the  event  of  the  age,  etc.  He  speaks 
of  the  general  interchange  of  courtesies,  hospitalities  and  such.  This  is  what 
might  be  called  an  eloquent  way  of  describing  liow  one  Templar  asked  another 
to  "take  something."  He  shirks  the  duly  of  telling  what  was  done  in  G.  E., 
when  the  whole  story  could  have  been  told  in  one  word — Nothing  !  He  pats 
Sir  Dan'l  on  the  back,  but  as  we  presume  he  deserves  it,  we  will  not  object. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  usual  source,  Sir  Dan'l  Sayre,  and 
like  its  predecessors,  from  the  same  head,  is  good.  Sir  Dan'l  is  very  much 
exercised  on  the  subject  of  Masonic  titles ;  claims  that  Grand  Master  of  Mcusom 

is  not  correct,  should  be  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of ,  etc.,  and 

cites  the  action  or  custom  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England  as  a  settler. 
Lugs  in  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  whose  title  as  such  should 
be  left  at  the  outer  door  of  any  Lodge  he  may  enter,  and  outside  the  lids  of 
all  Masonic  literature.  We  do  not  take  any  stock  in  Royalty  or  aristocracy, 
except  that  of  learning  and  brains,  either  in  the  Lodge  or  out  of  it.  Sir  Sayre 
pays  his  respects  to  MisRis.«ippi  for  1880 ;  quotes  pparingly  from  Sir  Erwin's 
Address  ;  notes  the  Holly  Springs  baptism  incident  without  comment ;  refers 
to  the  Relief  Association,  and  hopes  we  may  realize  our  expectations  from  it ; 
neither  endorses  nor  condemns  Sir  Paxton's  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
and  quits. 

(irand  Commander  and  *irand  Recorder  continued. 

ARKANSAS,    18  70—18  80. 

1879,  met  in  Little  Rock,  November  19;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  James  H.  VanHook^ 
G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  J.  W.  Rison,  G.'.  R.*.;  Grand  Commander's  Address  very  short 
and  local  in  its  references;  Proceedings  local.  Sir  R,*.  E.'.  Salle  was  elected 
Grand  Commander. 

1880,  met  at  same  place  November  17  ;  Grand  Commander  and  most  of  his 
staff  on  hand,  and  representatives  of  all  the  Commanderies.  The  Grand  Com- 
mander's Address,  like  that  of  his  predecessor,  is  very  brief  and  confined  to 
local  matters,  barring  his  reference  to  the  Trit=-nnial  blow-out  at  Chicago.  We 
find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest.  The  Order  in  Arkansas 
like  the  situation  in  Ix)uisiana  in  1876,  remains  in  statu  quo.  No  Report  on 
Correspondence. 

R.-.  E.-.  Sir  R.  M.  Johnson,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Jas.  A.  Henry,  Grand 
Recorder. 

CANADA,     1881. 

National  Great  Priory  convened  in  Sixth  Annual  Assembly  at  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  July  12th ;  present,  M.*.  E.'.  Sir'  Knight  W.  J.  McLeod  Moore,  Great 
Prior  Dominion  of  Canada,  on  the  Throne,  together  with  an  innumerable  mul- 
titude of  subordinate  officers.  Past  Grand  Officers  and  representatives. 

We  note,  with  pleasure,  the  absence  of  military  titles  thus  far,  but  we  may 
encounter  them  further  along,  in  which  event  we  will  have  something  to  say. 

The  Address  of  the  Great  Prior,  like  all  productions  from  his  pen,  is  an 
able  document,  highly  instructing,  very  interesting  and  we  would  be  glad  to 
incorporate  the  greater  part  of  it  into  this  Report  for  your  benefit,  but  poverty 
forbids.     Proceedings  local. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  by  Sir  Dartnell,  and  also  as  usual  is 
very  full,  able  and  courteous.  He  quotes  quite  largely  from  R.'.  E*.  Sir 
Knight  Erwin's  Address,  and  speaks  of  its  merits  as  a  literary  production  in 
the  most  flattering  terms.  He  also  intimates  the  possibility  that  the  unique 
style  in  which  Sir  Paxton  got  up  his  Report  might  be  profitably  adopted,  in 
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which  we  do  not  concur.    Sir  Paxton  was  simply  too  bnsy  to  make  the  Report 
as  he  should  have  done,  hence  he  cut  across  lots  and  finished  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    He  has  some  good  traits,  but  any  pretensions  he  may  make  to  industry 
is  the  veriest  nonsense. 
Great  Prior  and  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  continued. 

COLORADO,     1881. 

Sixth  Annual  at  Denver,  September  23d ;  present,  R.\  E.*.  Sir  J.  M.  Strick- 
ler,  G.*.  C.'.;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  Grand  Recorder  ;  four  P.*.  G.*.  C's.*.;  quit«  a 
number  of  those  ornamental  if  not  useful  appendages,  known  as  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, and  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies ;  also  Sir 
Theo.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  G.*.  E/.,  who  probably  visited  Colorado 
to  officially  notify  our  Fraters  of  that  young  but  vigorous  State  of  what  the 
Chicngo  Blow-out  did  not  do.  It  is  as  well  to  keep  these  young  Grand  Com- 
manderies fully  posted  in  order  that  they,  with  us,  may  share  the  benediction 
— "Blessed  are  they  who  expect  nothing  good  from  the  G/.  E.*.,  for  they  shall 
not  be  disappointed." 

The  Grand  Commander*s  Address  is  a  marvel  of  brevity,  but  the  little  he 
had  to  say  was  well  said  and  covered  the  whole  ground.  The  Order  in  that 
State  seems  to  be  in  a  growing  and  healthy  condition.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir.  H.  M.  Orahood  presented  a  short  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  we  are 
satisfied,  from  the  sample  before  us,  that  Sir  O.  will  develop  into  a  first-class 
reporter.  He  takes  exceptions  to  Sir  Benbrook's  decision  in  regard  to  post 
mortem  restoration  from  suspension,  and  thinks  the  real  grounds  of  objection  to 
granting  the  request  of  Sir  Cain  should  have  been  taking  his  command  in 
uniform  to  a  Masonic  Lodge  of  Sorrow.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine  where 
the  impropriety  lies,  in  one  Masonic  Body  visiting  another  as  a  separate  organ- 
ization but  a  member  of  the  same  family.  In  our  opinion,  a  little  reflec- 
tion will  cause  Sir  O.  to  materially  change  his  views  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
priety of  suspending  a  Templar,  for  cause,  and  then  taking  extra  pains  to 
honor  his  memory  after  death.  This  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  a  farce 
of  what  should  be  a  serious  matter. 

Sir  Michael  Spengler,  R.*.  E/.  Grand  Commander;  (^rand  Recorder  and 
Correspondence  Committee  continued. 

CALIFORNIA,    1881. 

Twenty-Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  San  Francisco,  April  15  ; 
present,  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  B.  B.  Lee,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell, 
Grand  Recorder ;  all  the  other  Grand  Officers,  except  Chaplain,  and  represen- 
tatives from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  A^ddrc^ss  is  an  exceedingly  able  paper,  not  only  as  it 
regards  its  elegance  of  diction,  but  also  for  the  correct  appreciation  of  the 
principles  and  objects  of  onr  Order  as  therein  set  forth.  We  especially  com- 
mend the  following  to  all  those  who  so  greatly  delight  in  the  triennial  show 
and  drunk  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Templars  of  the  United  States  and 
yclept  the  Grand  Encampment : 

Chicago  and  the  Twenty -first  Triennial  demonstrated  that  we  are  fast  devel 
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cping  those  qualities  the  least  to  be  desired  by  any  Christian  gentleman.  The 
hand-bills  and  tripple-sheet  posters  were  plastered  all  over  the  land.  The 
event  was  fully  advertised  by  Chicago  at  'in  enormous  expense.  The  ring  was 
built,  the  saw-dust  spread,  and  in  eamc  the  drum-major  with  magic  wand,  beat- 
ing time  for  five  hundred  brass  bands  to  proclaim  I  he  entrance  of  the  grandest 
circus  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Sir  Knights,  that  is  exactly  what  we  were 
at  Chicago,  and  what  we  will  continue  to  be  so  long  as  we  pitch  our  Grand 
Encampment  tents  in  or  near  any  of  our  large  cities.  The  boys  must  drill, 
must  parade,  must  show  off  that  their  wives  and  sweet-hearts  may  see,  admire 
and  applaud.  Aie  the  Kinghts  of  the  Temple  to  blame  for  this  Slate  of 
affairs?  Certainly  not.  It  is  the  citizens  and  business  men  of  the  large  city, 
who,  having  contributed  their  money,  will  demand  and  secure  a  first-class 
show.  Chicago  got  it.  San  Francisco  must  and  will  have  it,  unle»>fi  the  intel- 
ligent Templars  of  California  resolutely  set  their  faces  against  the  repetition 
of  that  grand  farce. 

The  impossibility  of  doing  any  business  at  the  usual  Conclave  was  fully 
demonstrated  at  Chicago.  Everybody  seemed  bent  on  having  a  good  time. 
The  pageant  was  the  grandest  the  world  ever  saw,  but  the  business  of  most 
vital  interest  to  the  Order  was  wholly  neglected.  It  was  sinif  ly  impossible  in 
that  vast  jam,  to  get  committees  together;  impossible  for  (irand  Commanders 
to  leave  the  arduous  duties  of  providing  for  the  comfort  of  the  Knights  and 
ladies  under  their  charge,  to  attend  with  any  sort  of  regularity  the  sessions  of 
the  Grand  Encampnient.  And  so  it  has  been  for  the  last  eighteen  years.  The 
parade  monopolizes  all  thif  time,  and  the  press  of  outside  duties  and  pleasures 
distract  attention  fr!)m  the  serious  consideration  of  any  im])ortant  question  of 
government.  We  no  longer  wonder  that  it  has  been  seriously  contemplated  to 
abolish  the  Grand  Encampment.  It  will  abolish  itself  if  run  much  longer 
upon  this  principle. 

lie  claims  that  there  is  but  one  remedy  for  the  evils  incident  to  Triennials, 
and  while  we  cannot  fully  endorse  his  plan,  yet  it  possesses  many  features  that 
commend  it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  those  who  feel  more  interest  in 
rational,  social  and  domestic  enjoyment  than  they  find  in  fuss,  feathers,  dis- 
comfort and  a  jam.     lie  says: 

We  must  have  privacy — must  T.ave  exclusive  control  of  all  our  surround- 
ings. W6  mu8t  acquire  a  territory  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  whole 
Order,  where  we  can  go  regularly  into  camp,  and  parade,  review,  and  drill  to 
our  hearts'  content.  None  but  Knights  Templar  and  their  immediate  families 
must  be  allowed  within  the  bounds  of  this  grand  camp.  Suppose,  for  the 
«ake  of  illustration,  that  wc  owned  a  tract  of  100,000  acres  in  the  heart  of  the 
liocky  Mountains,  and  within  ten  or  twenty  miles  of  one  of  the  Pacific  rail- 
roads. A  beautiful  summer  climate,  hill  and  valley,  mountain  and  stream, 
well  stocked  with  fish  and  game,  and  affording  ample  and  exclusive  camping 
ground  for  all  our  State  Grand  Commanderies.  A  Temple  for  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  hotels  and  cottages  for  all  who  desired  them.  Here  vre 
could  drill  and  display  our  sacred  emblems  with  as  much  privacy  as  in  our 
own  Asylums.  The  comments  and  sneers  of  the  unthinking  multitude  would 
no  longer  be  flung  at  an  Order  too  high  and  noble  in  its  aims  to  deserve  such 
reflex. 

This  plan,  he  says,  will  cost  millions  to  adopt,  but  thinks  there  is  sufficient 
liberality  and  wealth  in  the  Order  to  more  than  meet  the  demand.  We  would 
be  glad  to  believe  this,  but  our  observation  of  the  average  Templar  precludes 
the  possibility  of  so  high  an  estimate  of  his  character.  No  doubt  many  will 
condemn  Sir  Lee^s  scheme  as  Utopian,  but  those  members  of  the  Order  who 
have  a  proper  conception  of  its  principles  and  mission  will  give  earnest  utter- 
ance to  a  prayer  for  its  speedy  fulfillment.     lie  devotes  some  space  to  the  sub- 
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ject  of  entertaining  the  G.".  E.*.  next  year,  makes  many  valuable  suggentions, 
as  to  dispensing  with  a  grand  deputy,  etc.,  etc.,  which  good  advice  will,  of 
course,  be  entirely  unheeded.  We  would  enjoy  a  visit  to  California,  but  would 
prefer  paying  two  full  fares  ench  way  to  going  in  the  crowds  that  will  pack  the 
trains  like  sardines  and  fill  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  Chief  City  on  that 
occasion.  We  would  gladly  clip  more  extensively  frjm  Sir  Lee's  Address,  but 
time  and  space  forbid.  The  report  of  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  healthy  state 
of  the  finances,  and  the  coming  Triennial  is  already  having  its  legitimate 
effect  in  increasing  the  numerical  if  not  the  moral  strength  of  the  Order  in 
California.    Proceedings  mostly  local. 

Sir  Thomas  H.  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder,  presented  a  most  excellent  Report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  the  introduction  to  which,  among  other  good 
things,  he  voices  our  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  late  session  of  G.'.  E.*.  at 
Chicago,  as  well  as  everywhere  else.  In  our  opinion,  its  day  of  usefulness  is 
already  passed,  i  e,  if  anything  that  never  existed  could  pass,  as  we  have 
always  considered  it  simply  an  excrescence  upon  the  body  of  Templary  that 
ought  to  be  eradicated  as  soon  as  possible.  Don't  distress  yourself,  Sir  Thomas, 
the  vsefulnese  of  that  Institution  being  a  myth — non  csle  comatihus  in  swampo, 
anglice — not  found,  etc.,  you  can't  destroy  it.  Sir  Thomas  makes  an  exhaustive 
Report;  nothing  seems  to  escape  his  observation.  Whatever  opinion  he  forms 
of  matters  and  doings  passing  in  review  before  him,  he  e'xpresses,  whether  of 
approval  or  the  reverse,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  legitimate 
duty  of  this  position.  Reviewing  Mississippi  for  ISSO,  he  makes  copious 
extracts  from  both  Address  of  G.*.  C*.  Erwin  and  Sir  Paxton's  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  styling  the'  latter  "an  unique  production,"  and  adding  ^ 

It  is  condensed,  concentrated,  consolidated,  conglomerated,  cynical,  comical, 
and  for  defying  the  reviewers'  efforts,  ranks  anything  in  that  line  which  has  yet 
come  to  our  notice. 

We  leave  our  Fraters  of  California  with  regret. 

Sir  Edward  Richards  Hedges  is  R/.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  ;  (Jrand  Recortler 
and  Correspondence  continued. 

GEORGIA,     1881. 

Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  met  in  Atlanta  May  18th;  present,  R.-.  E.'.  Sir 
W.  D.  Luckie,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  T.  W.  Chandler,  as  Grand  Recorder 
most  of  the  staff,  quite  a  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, and  delegates  from  six  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  sundry  dis- 
tinguished visitors  from  abroad.  The  Address  of  the  G.'.  C*.  is  a  well-written 
document,  but  mostly  local  in  its  references.  He  reports  peace  and  an  appa- 
rent prosperity  in  the  Order.  Touches  lightly  the  Chicago  affair,  and  pays  a 
feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  courteous  dead  ;  regrets  the  abolition  of 
the  Correspondence  Committee  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  shows  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  these  much  abused  writers.  W^e  trust  (leorgia  may  see  the  error  of  her 
ways  and  revive  the  Committee. 

Proceedings  local.  Among  other  things  we  note  that  no  Georgia  Knight  can 
hereafter  represent  more  than  one  Grand  Commandery.  Presume  the  burden 
ia  too  great,  the  duties  being  so  arduous  and  onerous.     We  are  also  glad  to  state 
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that  the  Grand  Body[approved  the  Grand  Commander's  suggestion  to  revive  the 
Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  provided  it  is  made  of  quartey-race  stock ; 
no  long-winded  nagH  need  apply. 
Sir  W.  8.  Rockwell,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  same  as  before. 

ILLINOIS,    1881. 

Twenty-Fifth  Annual  held  at  Chicago,  October  25th  ;  present,  R.*.  E.\  Sir 
Jno.  C.  Smith,  G.*.  C.'.;  E/.  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder,  together  with 
a  full  staff;  the  representatives  of  fifty  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  a 
number  of  distinguished  and  honored  guests.  The  Address  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander opens  with  a  short  history  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Illinois  twenty-five  years  before.  He  pays  a  well-deserved  tribute 
to  the  memory  and  worth  of  Sir  Jas.  A.  Garfield,  as  also  to  other  less  dis- 
tinguished but  no  less  valiant  and  magnanimous  Sir  Knights  who,  like  him* 
have  doffed  their  armor  and  sat  down  under  the  shade  of  the  Tree  of  Life, 
Under  the  head  of  dispensations,  we  find  the  following : 

May  7. — To  Dixon  Commandery,  No.  21,  stationed  at  Dixon,  to  act  as  escort 
to  unarmed  veterans  on  Decoration  Day. 

This  dispensation  to  Dixon  Commandery  was  not  for  a  '"Masonic  occasion,* 
nor  yet  a  **Masonic  funeral,"  but  in  honor  of  our  country's  heroic  dead.  I 
would  not,  however,  permit  it  to  be  made  a  matter  of  display  by  contrast  with 
armed  militia,  and  so  stated  in  the  dispensation.  In  my  judgment  it  is  not 
improper  for  a  Commandery  to  escort  an  unarmed  body  of  our  country's  de- 
fenders when  engaged  in  so  holy  a  cause  as  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  our 
honored  dead.  Had  there  been  armed  militia  present,  it  would  have  been  un- 
necessary, and  I  would  not  have  granted  the  dispensation. 

May  26, — To  Galesburg  Commandery,  No.  8,  stationed  at  Galesburg,  to  escort 
unarmed  veterans  on  decoration  day.  This  dispensation  was  returned  unused, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  an  organized  and  armed  militia  company  was  present 
for  that  duty. 

We  suggest  to  the  R.*.  E/.  that  his  proviso  in  the  dispensation,  together  with 
that  paper  itself,  is  too  thin.  One  would  infer  from  the  above  that  a  state  of 
w^ar  existed  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  the  town  of  Dixon,  and  that  it  was  un- 
safe for  unarmed  veterans  to  attempt  to  visit  the  city  of  the  dead  unless  pro- 
tscted  by  an  armed  escort.  It  is  also  extremely  refreshing  to  be  assured  that 
the  R.*.  E.'.  "would  not,  however,  permit  it  to  be  made  a  matter  of  display  by 
contrast  with  armed  militia,"  just  as  though  the  wish  to  act  as  said  escort  and 
to  appear  as  Templars  on  that  and  all  similar  occasions,  was  not,  and  always 
will  be,  born  of  a  desire  for  display  and  nothing  else.  We  have  had  occasion 
to  say  before  that  we  play  second  fiddle  to  no  man  in  our  respect  and  rever- 
ence for  our  country's  heroic  dead,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  less  gush 
over  them  and  more  thought  of  the  comfort  of  those  dear  to  them  and  who  are 
left  behind,  would  look  better  and  be  more  in  consonance  with  common  sense 
and  genuine  patriotism.  We  sincerely  trust  that  the  unarmed  veterans  of 
Dixon  were  not  attacked,  for  had  they  been  none  can  tell  the  extent  of  gore 
that  would  have  flowed  if  those  Sir  Knights  had  pitched  in  with  their  trench- 
ant blades,  so  to  speak.  It  will  be  a  happy  day  when  we  can  run  through  the 
Reports  of  the  Grand  Commanders  without  encountering  any  of  these  senti- 
mental outbursts  of  a  patriotism  that  would  bedew  ths  grave  of  a  dead  soldier 
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with  crocodile  tears  one  da^  and  compel  his  wife  to  make  fine  shirts  at  six  bit^ 
>,a  dozen  or  starve  the  next.  '  We  note  with  satisfaction  that  the  R.*.  E.*.  refused 
to  allow  his  command  to 'make  apes  of  themselves  bj  strutting  around  in 
Templar  rigs  on  the  glorious  fourth.  We  must  say,  however,  that  a  parade  in 
the  one  case  is  just  as  proper  as  in  the  other.  Proceedings  quite  lengthy  but 
mostly  local  in  character.  The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition 
in  this  State. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  our  distinguished  friend, 
Sir  Theo.  T.  Gurney,  reviewing  in  his  usual  masterly  style  the  doings  of  nearly 
all  the  Templar  world — Mississippi  for  1881,  receiving  due  attention.  He  has 
this  to  say : 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  reached  its  majority  on  the  twentieth 
of  April.    It  is  more  distinguished  for  brains  than  for  numerical  proportions. 

Thanks  for  the  compliment.  He  quotes  pleasantly  and  approvingly  from 
Sir  Benbrook's  Address,  which  in  very  grateful  to  us.  Referring  to  Sir  Ben- 
brook's  reply  to  Sir  Webb,  he  says : 

The  replv  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  one  of  the  best  papers  that  has  ever 
been  placea  before  us. 

Sir  Theo.  seems  to  feel  most  kindly  towards  Mississippi  and  this  Committee? 
and  we  beg  to  assure  him  that  we  fully  and  entirely  reciprocate.  Sir  Gurney 
gets  up  one  of  the  very  best  Reports  we  have  seen  and  there  are  a  thousand 
good  things  in  it  that  we  would  be  glad  to  incorporate  into  ours,  but  time  and 
space  and  poverty  forbid.  To  his  reminder  that  the  sword  of  the  Templar  is 
endowed  with  fortitude  and  mercy,  we  beg  to  respond  that  we  never  forget  it,  nor 
do  we  ever  knowingly  and  wilfully  inflict  pain.  We  simply  express  our  opinion 
of  matters  without  the  slightest  intention  of  being  harsh,  unjust  or  cruel,  and 
our  Fraters  must  so  understand  us.  We  Jove  them  all,  but  when  we  see  them 
drifting  into  heresies,  as  we  believe,  we  simply  cry  halt.  May  the  Lord  bless 
Bro.  Gurney  and  every  Templar  in  his  State.     Amen. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  L.  L.  Munn,  G.'.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence continued. 

IOWA,     18  81. 

Eighteenth  Annual  at  DesMoines,  October  2Cth  ;  present.  Sir  J.  Scott  Jen- 
kins, R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
a  goodly  army  of  delegates  and  visitors.  The  Address  is  very  short,  and  aside 
from  its  feeling  reference  to  the  decease  of  Sir  Knight  ^President  Garfield,  is 
entirely  local  in  its  character.  The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  state,  financially  and 
otherwise. 

Sir  W.  B.  Langridge  produced  one  of  his  characteristically  good  Reports  on 
Correspondence  in  which  he  handles,  in  a  masterly  manner,  the  subjects  pre- 
sented and  matters  of  interest  found  in  tlie  doings  of  twenty-seven  Grand 
Bodies,  including  Mississippi  for  1881.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us  to  know 
that  we  are  not  alone  in  our  opposition  to  the  Grand  Encampment  as  a  Trien- 
nial spree,  and  we  infer  from  Sir  Langridge's  observations  on  our  position  on 
this  subject  that  the  time  was  when  he,  too,  pitched  into  the  concern  and  only 
abandoned  the  attack  when  he  saw  that  reform    was  impossible.     If    he,  with 
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his  24-inch  Columbiad,  failed  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  selfish  desires 
of  the  votaries  of  the  humbug  to  get  away  from  home,  get  on  a  big  drunk  and 
disgraca  themselves  and  the  Order,  what  can  we  expect  to  accomplish  with  our 
pop-gun  protests  against  the  tendency  of  the  General  Grand  Body  to  encour- 
age licentiousness,  intemperance  and  other  evils  utterly  antagonistic  to  the 
sublime  teachings  and  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order?  probably  nothing- 
But,  nevertheless,  we  shall  keep  pegging  away  so  long  as  we  can  obtain 
listeners,  and  if  no  good  comes  of  it  we  shall  have,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  of 
having  faithfully  discharged  a  duty  to,  born  of  a  love  for  and  veneration  of, 
the  traditions  and  teachings  of  Templar  Masonry.  A  General  Grand  Lodge^ 
a  General  Grand  Chapter  and  a  Grand  Encampment  are  each  and  all  alike  un- 
necessary appendages  to  Masonry  and  Knighthood,  and  the  sooner  the  two  last 
are  wiped  out,  the  better  for  the  branches  of  the  Masonic  tree  to  which  they 
are  attached  but  do  not  belong.  We  are  glad  also  of  Sir  L.'s  eudorsemeut  of 
our  position  in  regard  to  the  presence  of  wines  .and  strong  drink  at  Masonic  or 
Templar  tables.  (Why  it  is  that  men,  rational  on  all  other  subjects,  will  insist 
"that  a  banquet  is  incomplete  without  the  presence  of  that  that  will,  by  its 
excessive  use,  destroy  the  glory  of  the  brightest  minds,  impair  the  vigor  of  the 
strongest  physical  frames,  and  consign  its  immortal  tenant  to  an  eternity  of  woe, 
we  cannot  and  never  could  imagine.  If  gentlemen  meet  in  social  intercourse  and 
refreshments  are  provided,  the  menu  is  not  complete  without  champagne  or  its 
kindred  emissaries  of  hell,  and  the  result  is  that  some  poor,  weak,  unfortunate, 
who,  in  all  probability,  inherited  the  taste  for  liquors  from  the  father  that 
begot  him,  but  who  has  struggled  against  and  partially  overcome  it,  is  urged  to 
indulge  in  but  a  single  glass,  and  the  natural  consequence  follows,  and  we  next 
find  him  in  the  gutter,  then  in  the  horrors  of  delirium  tremens,  then  in  his 
coffin,  probably,  and  his  soul  in  hell,  doubtless.  It  is  idle  to  assert  that  in 
thousands  of  instances  the  above  picture  is  overdrawn  and  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  such  things  does  not  rest  upon  the  banquets  of  an  Order  founded 
upon  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues.  Such 
being  the  case,  it  occurs  to  us  that  it  is  about  time  to  get  a  new  foundation  or 
change  the  superstructure.  The  Apostle  Paul  said,  *'If  meat  maketh  my 
brother  to  offend,  I  will  eat  no  flesh  while  the  world  standeth,"  and  the  same 
spirit  that  prompted  him  to  make  that  promise  should  prevent  us  from  leading 
our  weaker  brethren  into  temptation  and  thereby,  possibly,  ruining  them,  both 
^soul  and  body.  ' 

Sir  Edwin  E.  Ainsworth  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign 
Correspondence  as  before. 

KANSAS,     1881. 

Annual  Conclave  at  Topeka  May  10th  ;  present,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Dwi^ht  Bying- 
ton,  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder.  The  Grand  Commander's 
Address  is  an  excellent  paper,  devoted  exclusively  to  local  interests.  He 
says: 

1  have  penisterUly  refused  to  grant  diapenmlions  to  Subordinate  Cotnmanderies  to 
jyarade  in  public  except  on  strictly  Masonic  or  Knightly  occa^ionSj  sincerely  believing  that 
it  is  710  part  of  the  duty  of  a  Knight  TefnipUir^  and  no  credit  to  our  Order  to  place  our- 
selves on  exhibit  ion  whenever  an  opportunity  presents  itself  for  display. 

Sound  to  the  core.     Proceedings  local. 
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Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder,  Bubmitted  an  excellent  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence, reviewin/  most  of  the  proceedings,  including  those  of  Mit^sissippi 
for  IHSO,  fo  which  he  devotes  considerable  space  and  pitches  some  hot  shot 
into  Sir  Erwin's  ideas  in  regard  to  public  parades.  His  remarks  are  so  pat, 
and  so  thorouglily  sensible  that  we  should  like  to  copy  them  here  but  cannot. 
We  are  ready  to  shake  hands  with  Sir  Brown  over  any  chasm  made  bloody  by 
the  slaughter  of  the  supporters  of  indiscriminate  parades  of  Templars.  Sir 
Brown  gels  up  an  admiriible  Report  and  we  admire  his  free  expression  of 
opinion  and  the  general  correctness  of  them. 

Andrew  M.  (Jalahan,  U.*.  E.".  (Jrand  Commander;  Grand  Roct)rdor  and 
Foreign  Correspondence  as  usual. 

KP:NTUCKY,     1881. 

Thirty-Fourth  Annual  at  L?xftigton,  May  4;  present,  Sir  D.  V.  Johnson, 
R.*.  E.".  Grand  Commander;  Sir  L.  I).  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder;  a  large 
number  of  distinguished  visitors  from  abroad,  to  wliom  an  eloquent  address  of 
welcome  wns  delivered  by  Sir  Knight  W.  P.  ('.  Breckinridge;  twenty  out  of 
twenty-one  Subordinate  Commandcries  represented.  The  Grand  Commander 
starts  out  by  calling  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  i.  e.  American  Templary,  "our 
ancient  and  honorable  Order."  Now,  as  the  Order  as  we  "work  it,"  is  but  a  few 
years  older  than  the  writer  of  these  chronicles,  we  beg  to  object  to  its  claim  to  an- 
tiquity. Our  P^uglish  cousins,  with  some  show  of  reason,(which  is  a  rare  quality 
in  the  generality  of  their  assumptions)  hoot  at  our  claims  to  antiquity  for  o«r  Or- 
der which  has,  in  fact,  no  resemblance  to  the  original  except  in  name.  We  com- 
mend the  proceedings  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada  to  the  careful  perusal  and 
consideration  of  the  R.'.  E.'.  Notwithstanding  the  ancient  clause,  the  Address 
is  an  able  paper  and  deserves  a  more  extended  notice  than  our  limited  space 
will  allow  us  to  give  to  it.  No  heretical  decisions  or  dispensations  to  be  found 
in  this  Address.     Proceedings  local.     Order  in  a  healthy  state. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  practiced  pen  of  Sir  Chas.  R. 
WoodrnfT,  and  reviews  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Templar  world  in  his  usual 
clear  and  interesting  style.  Mississippi  for  1880  receives  courteous  notice. 
Under  the  head  of  Illinois  he  airs  his  notions  of  the  "Rights,  Benefits  and 
Privileges"  of  the  Mutual,  which,  though  thoroughly  orthodox  and  sensible, 
are  very  pleasantly  expressed.  He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  Sir 
Erwin's  Address  and  Sir  Paxton's  Report.  He  quotes  Sir  Paxton's  heretical 
position  on  the  wine  question  at  banquets  without  comment.  Had  we  been  in 
his  place  we  should  have  gone  for  Pax.  without  gloves.  The  idea !  "Never 
saw  a  Knight  Templar  under  the  influence  of  liquor  either  before  or  after  a 
banquet."  There  is  but  one  solution  of  this  enigma  in  the  light  of  Sir  Pax's 
unimpeachable  veracity,  and  that  is  the  assumption  that  whenever  he  has  been 
in  the  company  of  Templars,  he  has  himself  become  blind  drunk  before  any  of 
the  balance  had  time  to  get  their  legs  tangled. 

In  looking  over  the  many  pamphlets,  we  have  hoped  that  some  one  or  more 
of  the  Mutuals  would  scalp  Sir  Pax  on  the  wine  question,  but  they  are  all 
dumb  as  oysters  and  we  are  impelled  to  the  belief  that  they  are  either  afraid 
of  Hit  Fax  or  are  partieeps  criminiii.  Sir  Charles' Report  is  a  good  one,  fully 
worth  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  he  gets  for  preparing   it.     We 
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get  nothing  for  ours  except  a  few  cuffri  and  cufises  and  we  are  serenely  sure  that 
it  is  worth  the  price.  Good-bye,  Sir  Charles  ;  may  the  Lord  have  you  in  His 
holy  keeping.     Please  send  us  a  copy  of  your  next  proceedings. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jas.  E.  Cantrell,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  L.  D.  Croninger* 
Grand  Recorder  ;  Correspondent  cuntfnued. 

LOUISIANA,     1882. 

Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  at  New  Orleans  February  17th  ;  present.  Sir 
Geo.  Soule,  G.*.  C.*.,  P.*.  G.'.  C.*.;  Sir  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder, 
together  with  a  long  list  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Representatives, 
and  the  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinates.  The  following  is  the  report  of 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  viz  : 

1st.  That  Sir  Knight  Abbott  is  presen*  at  this  Conclave,  *  ^'  *  and  the 
substitution  of  another  to  represent  him  while  present,  is  unwarranted  by 
Templar  law.  2d.  That  Sir  Knight  Abbott  is  a  member  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  as  its  Grand  Prelate,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  a  vote,  and  according 
to  Templar  law,  (Edict  64-1874)  a  member  cannot  vote  personally  in  one  ca- 
pacity and  by  proxy  in  another,  which  is  a  prohibition  against  a  Sir  Knight 
having  two  votes;  he  cannot  delegate  to  another  the  right  to  do  that  which  is 
denied  himself. 

The  Grand  Commander  very  pioperly,  we  think,  although  we  do  not  recall 
the  subtstance  of  the  Edict  referred  to,  but  simply  take  a  common  sense  view 
of  the  question,  decided  that  the  position  assumed  by  the  minority  wa.s  in 
accord  with  the  law  ;  whereupon  P.*.  G.'.  C.'.  Horner  objected  to  the  minority 
report  and  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commander,  and,  on  his  motion,  the 
Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to  sit  on  the  Grand  Commander  and  rejected 
both  decision  and  report.  Sir  Knight  A.  Hero — such  is  his  name  and  nature — 
also  presented  a  minority  report  from  same  Committee  against  the  admission  of 
P.*.  G.*.  C.'.  Horner's  proxy,  which  shared  the  fate  of  the  other.  Sir  Hero 
protested  and  thus  relieved  himself  of  any  responsibility  for  this  very  question- 
able proceeding. 

The  Address  of  Grand  Commander  is  brief  and  mostly  confined  to  local 
affairs.  He  pays  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  Sir  Knight 
James  A.  Garfield,  whose  untimely  death  at  the  hand  of  an  assassin  so  recently 
convulsed  our  country  with  sorrow  and  sadncsn.  Procccdii^gs  local.  No  R<>- 
port  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Sir  W.  H.  Caffe.  R.'.  E.*.  (Jrand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 

MINNESOTA,     1881. 

The  Sixteenlli  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Stillwater,  June  24lh.  Previous 
to  the  opening  our  Minnesota  Fraters  had  a  most  glorious  time  ;  eating,  drink- 
ing, drilling  and  <?njoying  themselves  generally.  Sir  Pierson  claims  that  in 
enjoyableness,  comfort,  etc.,  the  Stillwater  ''blow-out"  knocked  the  Chicago 
spree  into  a  cocked  hat.  We  have  no  doubt  of  it.  After  the  enjoyment  of  the 
creature  comforts  and  rational  amusements  provided  for  them  by  the  Sir 
Knights  of  Stillwater,  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  to  business,  with  JSir 
William  C.  Williston,  Grand  Commander,  presiding;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Piersion 
Grand  Recorder.     All  the  Subordinates  were  represented  and  the  roll   of  I*ast 
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Grand  Officers  and  visitors  was  large.  The  Address  is  a  very  able  paper. 
Much  space  is  devoted  to  the  Chicago  Triennial  and  what  happened  there? 
which  is  much  easier  told  than  what  ought  to  have  been  done  but  was  not. 
The  R.\  E.'.  thinks  that  Chicago  did  the  best  she  could,  but  that  the  contract 
exceeded  her  capacity.  Our  Illinois  Fraters  were  in  something  of  the  same 
fix,  as  was  the  party  who  sent  for  a  shoe  string  and  received  a  whole  tan-yard. 
They  did  not  expect  to  entertain  the  whole  country.  The  R.*.  E.'.  justly,  no 
doubt,  complains  of  the  exorbitant  charges  made  for  everything  obtained  in 
Chicago,  and  gravely  asserts  that  the  (irand  Commandery  of  Minnesota  was 
compelled  to  purchase  a  section  of  the  Grand  Pacific  in  order  to  secure  decent 
headquarters.  If  our  Minnesota  Fraters  had  suflered  these  discomforts  and 
annoyances  under  any  other  circumstances  we  should  feel  a  lively  sympathy 
for  them,  but  people  who  dance  attendance  on  a  humbug  must  be  content  to 
pay  the  fiddler.  Templary  in  this  jurisdiction  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  and 
prosperous  condition. 

Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  submitted  an  extended  Repbrt  on  Correspondence,  made 
up  almost  entirely  of  clippings.  We  have  before  protested  against  Sir  P.^s 
reprehensible  course  in  this  regard,  and  again  insist  upon  an  an  occasional  ex- 
pression of  opinion  by  himself  of  the  matters  and  doings  passing  in  review 
before  him.  lie  quotes  about  one-half  of  Sir  Paxton's  abortion,  including  his 
heretical  notions  on  temperance,  for  entertaining  which  Pax  ought  to  be  put 
to  the  rack. 

Sir  Rob't  L.  McCormick,  R.\  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Correspondence  as  before. 

MISSOURI,     1881. 

Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  at  St.  Louis  May  8d  ;  present.  R.*.  E.'.  Sol.  E. 
Waggoner,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  W.  II.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder,  and  dele- 
gates from  twenty-five  out  of  thirty-two  Subordinates.  The  Grand  Comman- 
der's Address  is  an  excellent  document,  but  treats  entirely  of  local  affairs.  He 
discharged  his  official  duties  faithfully  and  well,  among  them  that  of  visiting. 
Subordinate  Commanderies  and  ascertaining  their  condition  and  necessities 
The  Order  is  in  a  good  condition  in  Missouri. 

Sir  W.  11.  Mayo  is  the  author  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence  and  we  are 
indebted  to  his  courtesy  for  an  extra  copy  of  the  Missouri  pamphlet  which  we 
highly  appreciate.  Of  course  the  Report  is  a  good  one,  for  with  all  Sir  Mayo's 
faults — and,  like  ours,  we  presume  they  are  many — he  gets  up  a  readable  and 
valuable  paper.  We  think,  however,  that  Sir  M.,  like  Sir  Pierson,  of  Minne- 
sota, and  Sir  Innes,  of  Michigan,  makes  to  free  use  of  the  scissors  and  too 
little  of  his  own  brains.  A  little  more  Mayo,  in  the  shape  of  criticisms,  favor- 
able or  otherwise,  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  Report.  Mississippi  for  1881 
receives  courteous  notice,  but  Sir  Paxton's  hodge-podge  not  being  susceptible 
to  clipping  brings  up  the  reviewer  with  a  round  turn.  Sir  Pax  is  now  at  the 
head  of  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  lie 
will  exercise  a  little  judgment  and  get  up  an  orthodox  Report. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Hall,  R.-.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Corres- 
pondence continued. 
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MASSACHUSETTS    AND    RHODE    ISLAND,     1881. 

Semi-Annual  C-onclave  at  Worcester  May  17tli ;  at  which  the  attendance  of 
all  ranks  was  large.  The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  short  and  contains 
nothing  of  general  interest.  His  dispensations  and  decisions  were  all  pouud. 
Proceedings  local. 

Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Boston,  October  28th;  present,  Sir  W.  H. 
Kent,  R.*.  ^z.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  A.  F.  Chapman,  Grand  Recorder;  a 
full  staff  of  Grand  Officers,  many  Past  Grand  Officers  and  P.*.  E.".  Comman- 
ders and  the  representatives  of  thirty-three  Subordinate  Commandcries.  Much 
space  in  the  Grand  Commander's  Address,  as  well  as  in  th2  proceedings,  is 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  the  death  of  Sir  Knight  President  Garfield  and  others, 
and  eloquent  and  feeling  tributes  are  paid  to  the  memory,  worth  and  virluejs 
of  each.  As  a  whole  the  paper  is  one  of  the  most  sensible,  practical  and  di^- 
fied  which  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading.  He  is  Kound  as  a  dollar  on 
the  subject  of  parades  on  occasions  not  strictly  Masonic,  and  exprjssjs  himself 
with  clearness  and  force  in  opposition  to  the  heresy  of  mixing  Temjilary  and 
patriotism  together.     Proceedings  local. 

(jrand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  continued.  Nd  Ri^port  on  C  irrts- 
pondence. 

MICHIGAN,     1881, 

"Bobs  up  serenely"  in  a  ponderous  volume  of  some  two  hundred  l)age«,  ele- 
gantly gotten  up  and  all  O.  K.,  if  we  except  the  exceedingly  small  type  which 
is  largely  used  in  its  make  up.  Our  eyes  are  not  so  good  as  they  were  some 
twenty  years  ago,  and  when  we  encounter  small  print,  glasses  are  a  necessity. 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Wilson  presided,  with  Sir  W.  P.  Innes  as  Gran. I  Recorder, 
and  a  large  attendance,  including  Grand  Master  Dean  who  niade  a  spiech. 
The  Grand  Commander's  Addi'ess  is  an  elegant  and  interesting  document, 
thoroughly  reviewing  the  events  of  his  stewardship  and  the  condition  of  the 
Order  in  that  State,  all  of  which  is  satisfactory.  Proceedings  not  of  general 
interest. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  W.  P.  Innes  submitted  an  extended  Report  on  Foreign  Corre.*?- 
pondence,  made  up  (as  usual)  of  **clippings  from  exchanges" — Mississippi  for 
1880  receiving  her  due  share  of  attention.  We  have  before  protested  against 
Sir  Innes  hiding  h's  talent,  but  without  any  good  result,  and  we  now  beg  to 
call  his  special  attention  to  the  just  fate  of  his  prototype  who,  for  the  same 
offense,  was  ordered  to  be  bound,  hand  and  foot,  and  cast  into  outer  darkness. 
W^e  should  regret  to  see  Sir  W.  P.  in  so  bad  a  fix,  but  '"justice  must  be  done 
though  the  heavens  fall."  He  closes  his  Report  with  a  few  eloquent  and 
timely  remarks,  which  show  the  calibre  of  the  gun  he  so  persistently  keeps 
gpiked. 

Sir  Geo.  W.  Chandler  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  liecorder 
and  Correspondence  as  before. 

MARYLAND,     1881. 

Eleventh  Annual  at  Baltimore,  May  11th;  present,  R.".  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  R.  Cof- 
forth,  Grand  Commander  ;  E.'.  Sir  C.  T.  Cisco,  Grand  Recorder  ;    a  full  stafTy 
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quite  a  list  of  Past  Grands,  Past  E/.  Commanders  and  representatives  from  all 
the  Subordinates.  The  Grand  Commander  congratulates  his  command  upon 
the  prevalence  of  peace  and  harmony,  and  the  present  position  and  prospects 
of  the  Order  in  that  State.  It  seems  they  have  a  law  in  Maryland  which  pro- 
hibits the  reception  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason's  petition  for  the  orders  in  a  less 
time  than  three  months  from  the  date  of  his  exaltation.  A  certain  E.*.  C*. 
made  an  effort  to  dodge  the  spirit  of  the  law  by  seemingly  conforming  to  its 
letter,  but  the  R.*.  E.*.  snatched  him  from  whence,  squelched  him,  so  to  speak, 
and  the  majesty  of  a  bad  enactment  was  maintained.  We  have  never  been  able 
to  see  the  impropriety  of  soliciting  Master  Masons  to  become  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, nor  the  last  named  to  advance  a  step  farther  and  enter  the  Commandery. 
A  worthy  Master  Mason  is  good  enough  material  for  use  in  the  (so-called) 
higher  degrees,  and  we  never  expect  to  see  the  orders  injured  by  the  absorption 
of  such  timber,  no  matter  how  quick  the  transition  from  one  degree  to  another. 
The  R.'.  E.*.  decided  several  questions,  some  of  which  ought  never  to  have 
been  asked.  Of  course  his  rulings  were  sound.  He  is  also  square  in  the  matter 
of  dispensations.  As  a  whole,  the  Address  is  an  admirable  paper.  Proceed- 
ings local. 

Sir  VV.  T.  Adreon  submitted  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  which 
includes  clippings  from  the  doings  of  thirty-four  Grand  Templar  Bodies, 
Mississippi  for  1880  among  the  number. 

Sir  Christian  B.  Kleibacker,  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder 
and  Correspondence  continued. 

NEW    JERSEY,     1881. 

Twenty-Third  Annual  at  Trenton  September  13th ;  present,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  A. 
B.  Frazee,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder,  a  goodly 
array  of  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Representatives  and  delegates  from  four- 
teen out  of  fifteen  Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  Grand  Commander's 
Address  is  an  interesting  paper.  Referring  to  the  assassination  of  President 
Garfield,  he  says : 

The  test  of  loyalty  of  July  2d  showed  a  nation  rallying  almost  as  one  man 
about  its  President,  struck  down  by  a  crazed  fool,  and  hovering  over  the  shadow 
line  between  life  and  death.  There  was  then  no  North  or  South,  East  or 
West,  but  a  nation  bowed  down  with  grief,  lifting  to  its  God  and  Father  the 
earnest  appeal  for  his  life,  and  the  averting  of  all  dangers  from  our  beloved 
land.  Such  events  have  made  the  past  year  one  of  peculiar  moment,  politic- 
ally and  historically. 

The  trouble  with  the  people  of  the  North  is  that  it  takes  about  the  same 
amount  and  character  of  evidence  to  convince  them  of  the  "loyalty"  of  the 
people  of  the  South  to  the  general  government,  that  it  did  to  convince  Thomas 
of  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord.  If  there  was  a  shadow  of  excuse  for  this 
seeming  ignorance  of  the  true  sentiment  of  our  people  we  could,  more 
patiently,  endure  the  implied  charge  of  prior  disloyalty  against  them.  But 
there  isrio  excuse  for  it.  It  is  simply  wilful  ignorance  and  a  partisan  assump- 
tion of  the  existence  of  a  certain  state  of  facts  that  have  no  being  save  in  the 
depraved  imaginations  of  politicians  and  their  willing  dupes.  Sir  Jas.  A. 
Garfield,  had  God  in  His  wisdom  permitted  him  tj  finish  his  term  of   office, 
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would  have  revolutionized  the  eentiment  of  the  country  in  spite  of  the  politi- 
cians; eradicated  sectionalism  to  a  great  extent,  and  made  of  his  country  in 
fact  what  it  ought  always  to  have  been,  a  voluntary  union  of  States  and  their 
peoples.  We  cannot  fathom  the  design  of  the  Almighty  in  HLs  removal,  but 
we  can  trust  Him  to  make  the  darkness  incident  to  the  Nation's  bereavement 
the  precursor  of  a  glorious  morn.  The  immediate  staff  of  the  R/.  E.*.  also 
submitted  full  reports  of   their  doings  during  the  year.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Geo.  B.  Edwards  submitted  an  admirable  Report  on  Correspondence,  in 
which  the  transactions  of  thirty-one  Temblar  Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  con- 
sidered and  digested — Mipsissippi  for  1881  receiving  courteous  notice.  He 
quotes  quite  extensively  from  Sir  Benbrook's  Address  and  incorporates  the  cor- 
respondence entire  between  Sir  B.  and  the  applicant  for  permission  to  be 
"spliced"  under  an  arch  of  steel,  etc.  Referring  to  this  matter  he  pertinently 
enquires,  "  What  vjould  be  an  appropriate  Templar  ceremony  for  the  first  vaccination 
in  that  family  ?^'  Sir  Edwards  is  very  sparing  of  his  comments  upon  matters 
reviewed  by  him.  Too  much  so,  Ve  think.  A  little  wholesome  criticism  of 
men  and  Masons  is  always  in  order. 

R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Joseph  W.  Congdon,  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  con- 
tinued. 

NEBRASKA,    1881. 

Tenth  Annual  Conclave  at  Lincoln,  April  26th;  present,  R.*.  E.".  Sir  Jo.s.  K. 
Mabry,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  W.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder ;  a  full  staff, 
delegates  from  nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  Representatives  from 
seven  Grand  Commanderies.  The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  quite 
lengthy,  well  written  and  independent  in  style  and  diction.  The  bui*den  of  his 
song  is  in  the  shape  of  an  historical  sketch  of  the  pilgrimage  of  our  Nebraska 
Praters  to  the  Chicago  drunk,  none  oi  which  has  any  particular  charms  for 
us.  The  Order  seems  to  be  in  good  order  and  condition  in  that  State.  Pro- 
ceedings local. 

R.".  E.'.  Sir  E.  K.  Long,  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  unchanged. 

NEW    HAMPSHIRE,    1881. 

Twenty-Second  Annual  at  Concord,  September  27th ;  Present,  Sir  Benj.  B. 
Rackley,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a 
goodly  array  of  present  and  past  Grand  Officers ;  Grand  Representatives  and 
delegates  from  nine  Subordinates.  The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  short 
and  confined  to  matters  of  local  import.     He  says  : 

I  have  granted  dispensations  to  several  Commanderies  to  appear  in  public 
in  regalia. 

As  he  does  not  intimate  ou  what  occasions  or  for  yfhsii  purpose  the  Sir  Knights 
wished  to  parade,  we  presume  they  were  Masonic  or  Templar,  and,  therefore, 
legitimate.  He  decides  that  a  Sir  Knight  suspended  by  a  vote  of  his  Com- 
mandery  for  non-payment  of  dues,  can  only  be  relieved  from  the  suspension  by 
a  majority  vote,  and  to  membership  by  petition  and  clear  ballot.  This  may  be 
good  New  Hampshire  law,  but  is  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it  is  engrossed 
in  this  section.    The  idea  that  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  vacates  a 
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Knight's  membership  in  his  Commandery  is  too  utterly,  too  too  absurd  for 
anything.  Suspension  which  effects  membership  (after  its  removal)  must  have 
been  inflicted  as  the  penalty  for  crime.  The  failure  to  pay  dues  in  this  case, 
as  in  a  majority  of  like  suspensions,  may  have  been  the  result  of  present 
pecuniary  embarrassment  or  poverty,  neither  of  which  constitute  crime.  A 
law  such  as  this,  enacted  by  an  institution  claiming  the  religion  of  Christ  as 
its  corner-stone,  is  something  passing  strange.  '*The  poor  ye  have  with  you 
always,"  etc.  Nevertheless,  if  they  are  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  dues, 
kick  them  out  and  don't  let  them  in  again  until  they  pay  up,  and  also  run  the 
gauntlet  of  a  secret  ballot  when  the  purse-proud  Dives  can  relieve  himself  per- 
manently of  the  presence  of  a  troublesome  Lazarus. 

Sir  N.  P.  Hunt  presented  an  able  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  113 
pages,  and  reviewing  in  his  clear  and  vigorous  style  the  proceedings  of  twenty- 
six  Grand  Commanderies,  Missinsippi  for  1881,  among  the  number.  Referring 
to  R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Lee's  proposition  to  purchase  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  the  heart  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  a  camp  ground  for  the  Grand 
Encampment  and  a  permanent  place  for  the  meetings  of  that  humbug,  he 
says : 

The  Grand  Commander's  scheme  is  rather  too  wild.  We  don't  expect  to  see 
Knight  Templars  of  the  present  age  seeking  voluntary  retirement  from  the 
vanities  of  the  world,  however  much  it  was  considered  a  virtue  in  years 
gone  by. 

Correct.  Sir  Nathan  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  Sir  Beenbrook's 
Address,  and  speaks  pleasantly  of  our  last  effort.  We  could  improve  this  Re- 
port greatly  by  freely  using  the  scissors  on  Sir  Nathan,  but  time  and  poverty 
torbid. 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  Sir  Hunt  is  Grand  Commander,  and  tender  our 
hearty  congratulations.     Sir  Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Recorder. 

PENNSYLVANIA,    1881. 

Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Conclave  at  Scranton  May  31st ;  present,  R.'.  E.'. 
Sir  DeWitt  C. Carroll,  Grand  Commander;  E.*.  Sir  (Jhas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand 
Recorder,  together  with  a  full  staff,  many  Past  Grand  Officers,  Grand  Represen- 
tatives, and  delegates  from  forty-nine  out  of  the  fifty -seven  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies. The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  an  excellent  likeness ^of  Grand 
Commander  Carroll.  The  Address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  elaborate  and 
exhaustive  report  of  his  various  acts  and  doings  during  the  year,  but  contains 
nothing  of  general  interest.  Proceedings  local.  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  in  all  respects. 

An  excellent  Report  On  Foreign  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Sir  Sam'l 
Harper,  in  which  most  of  the  Templar  world  receive  courteous  and  polite 
attention,  Mississippi,  for  1881.  among  the  number.  We  should  like  to  copy 
and  comment  upon  Sir  Sam'ls  paragraph  entitled  personal^  but  time  and  space 
forbid ;  suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  our  opinion,  his  head  is  level. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  W.'.  Kendrick,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Foreign  Correspondence  same  as  before. 

TENNESSEE,    1881. 

Nineteenth  Annual  at  Knoxville,  January  9th ;  present,  Sir  Jos.  H.  Frizgell. 
4 
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Grand  Commander;  Sir  M.  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  large  delegation 
The  Address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  well  written,  and  occasionally  eloquent 
abounding  in  pure  sentiments  nnd  wise  admonitions,  but  aside  from  these,  is 
devoted  to  affairs  of  local  import.  The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition financially,  and  otherwise  in  tune. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  by  Sir  M.  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  reviews  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Grand  Commanderies  in  the  United 
States — Mississippi  for  1880,  receiving  due  attention  in  quotations  from  Sir 
Erwin's  Address,  and  Sir  Paxton^s  abortion.  We  dislike  to  give  Tennessee  so 
short  a  notice,  but  our  time  is  lioiited  and  your  treasury  is  depleted,  and  the 
forty  pa^c  iniquity  is  still  in  force. 

Sir  Blmi.  F.  Haller  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspon- 
dence same  as  before. 

TEXAS,     1881. 

Annual  Conclave  at  Sherman,  February  0th  ;  present,  Sir  II.  B.  Stoddard^ 
R.*.  K.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand  R.vorder.  The  Ad- 
dress is  short  and  confined  to  local  aflairs.  lie  recommends  the  repeal  of  a 
law  of  that  jurisdiction  prohibiting  the  granting  of  dispensations  for  public 
parades  on  othtr  than  Masonic  occasions,  as  he  considers  tlie  statute  an  in- 
frin«::t'nient  upon  the  ])ren)gatives  of  the  Grand  Commander.  No  doubt  of  it, 
but  the  granting  of  these  licenses  to  Templars  to  make  asses  of  themselves  in 
public  is  a  greater  infringement  upon  common  sense  and  |)ropriety.  We  regret 
to  say  that  the  Grand  Commandery  acceded  to  the  suggestion  and  repealed  the 
law.  Xow  our  Texas  Fraters  can  hop  around  and  get  tangled  up  in  their 
swords  and  show  ofT  their  good  clothes  and  make  the  Order  ridiculous  ad 
Ubitniiu  Order  is  healthy  now,  but  how  long  it  will  remain  so,  under  the  reign 
of  fuss  and  feathers,  is  problematical. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Ciot)de,  and,  like  its  preileeessors,  is 
an  interesting  document,  full  of  sound  sense  and  practical  ideas.  lie  gives 
our  proceedings  for  1S80  generous  attention,  (juoting  quite  freely  from  Sir 
Erwin's  Address  and  commending  tlie  l).iptism  feature  thereof,  etc.  iUrring 
his  itliosvneraeies  in  regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  New  Testament  Scrii>ture8 
t  )wards  tlie  u^e  of  wine  and  rKpiid  tiamnation  in  kindred  forms,  Sir  Goode  is 
a  gorxl  fellow.  We  find  many  things  in  his  Report  that  we  should  like  to  clip, 
but  it  is  time  to  close. 

Sir  J.  W.  Ilannig,  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Robert  Brewster,  Grand 
Recoider;  Sir  James  Madison,  Foreign  Correspondent. 

We  sincerely  regret  the  loss  tx)  the  Corp^  of  Sir  Goode — a  loss  not  easily 
tilled.     May  the  benediction  of  the  Master  follow  him  wherever  he  may  go. 

VIRGINIA,     1880. 

Fifty -Eighth  Assembly  at  Old  Point,  November  2)th ;  present,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir 
Jas.  (i.  Bain,  Grand  Commander;  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Address  is  short  but  good,  and  we  should  like  to  make  extracts  from  it 
for  your  benefit,  but  must  haste  to  the  end  of  our  work.  Proceedings  of  no 
general  interest.  Order  healthy.  No  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  we 
much  regret. 
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Sir  John  F.  Regnault,  B.*.  E/.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  Cor- 
respondence same  as  of  yore. 

VIRGINIA,    1881. 

Fifty-Eighth  Annual  "held  in  Camp  on  the  Temple  Farm,  near  Yorktown, 
October  18th."  R.*.  E.*.  Jno.  F.  Regnault,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.'.  Sir 
Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Recorder.  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  short  but 
good,  what  there  is  of  it.  We  note,  with  pleasure,  that  he  refused  to  allow  his 
command  to  prostitute  the  Order  to  the  level  of  a  political  or  military  organ- 
ization by  wearing  its  uniform  to  every  side-show  that  came  along.  He  has 
this  to  say  of  the  untimely  death  of  Sir  Jas.  A.  Garfield  : 

In  very  recent  years  nothing  had  darkened  our  land  until  a  dastard,  in  a  fit  of 
spleen,  severed  the  life-cord  of  him  who  presided  over  the  affairs  of  our  country 
with  so  much  vigor  and  wisdom,  himselt  a  Sir  Knight,  irreproachable  and  il- 
lustrious. There  surely  cannot  now  exist  one  who  does  not  profoundly  deplore 
the  crime,  nor  one  who  will  detract  aught  from  the  unstooping  and  stainless 
character  of  the  victim.  The  pc^ople  of  America  will  ever  study  with  admira- 
tion, deepening  as  generations  come  and  go,  the  proud  and  singular  career,  the 
generous  and  courageous  opinions  and  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  of 
the  late  General  Garfield. 

I  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  suitable  resolutions  in  token  of  our 
sorrowing  sympathy  with  the  widow,  the  mother  and  the  children  of  our  dis- 
tinguished frater,  and  with  the  nation. 

Proceedings  local.     No  Report  on  Correspondence,  which  we  much  regret. 

R.'.  E.'.  Peyton  S.  Coles,  Grand  Commander  ;  R.*.  E.'.  W.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand 
Recorder. 

We  notice  the  appointment  of  Sir  Scott  as  chairman  of  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence Committee,  and  shall  look  for  one  of  his  excellent  reporls  next  year. 

VERMONT,    1881. 

Thirty-Ninth  Annual  at  Burlington,  June  14th  ;  present,  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Ei.  S. 
Dana,  his  full  staff,  many  Past  Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  the 
Representatives  of  many  Grand  Commanderies,  and  delegates  from  seven  out 
of  nine  Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  Address  of  Grand  Commander  is 
able  and  interesting,  but  is  confined  to  local  afiairs.  Proceedings  contain  noth- 
ing of  general  interest. 

Sir  Frederick  Shubal  (where  in  the  name  of  the  Puritans  did  that  name 
come  from)  Fisher  submitted  an  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
the  doings  of  twenty-six  Grand  Templar  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1880  receiving 
due  notice.  Like  our  Sir  Paxton  he  starts  out  by  saying  that  this  is  his  first 
and  last  appearance,  etc.,  but  unlike  Pax,  he  does  not  attempt  to  leave  the 
beaten  track.  No  doubt  from  the  fact  that  again  unlike  Pax,  he  was  not  bom 
tired.     Commenting  on  Sir  Erwin's  Address  he  says  : 

We  have  no  baptismal  service  peculiar  to  the  Order,  (quoting  from  Sir  E.) 
No,  we  think  not,  until  we  become  priest  monks  as  well  as  Templars.  There- 
fore ^could  not  comply.'     The  suggestion  is  too  great  for  utterance,  etc. 

Again  : 

In  an  independent  spirit,  which  we  hope  will  not  lead  to  administering  bap- 
tism, even  if  finding  a  serrice,  he  (Sir  E.)  says  it  is  the  custom  with  some 
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Grand  Commanders  to  apologize  for  granting  such  dispensations,  'I  have  none 
to^make.' 

We  beg  to  assure  Sir  Shubal  that  the  assumption,  by  the  Order,  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Churcli,  such  as  administering  baptism  or  in  any  manner  ap- 
propriating the  sacraments  of  the  church,  has  not  and  will  not  find  anj  advo- 
cates in  Mississippi.  The  best  of  men  are  liable  to  allow  their  fancies  to  warp 
their  judgment,  and  Sir  Erwin  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  Sir  Shubal  got  up 
such  an  excellent  Report  that  he  was  continued  at  the  head  of  the  Committee. 

Sir  Geo.  O.  Tyler  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Sir  Geo.  W.  Wing,  Grand 
Recorder. 

WISCONSIN,    1881. 

Thirty-Third  Annual  at  Oshkosh,  ^ptember  6lh  ;  present,  R.\  E.*.  C.  F.  G. 
Collins,  Grand  Commander;  R.*,  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  W.  Woodhull,  P.*.  G.'.  C*.  Re- 
corder, and  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Representatives.  The 
Grand  Commander's  Address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  affairs.  Proceed- 
ings ditto. 

Sir  John  W.  Woodhull  is  again  at  the  Correspondence  helm,  and  presents  us 
with  a  characteristically  good  Report.  He  opens  with  a  claim  to  a  feeling  of 
diffidence  and  doubt  as  to  his  ability  to  succeed  Sir  Carpenter,  which  is  all 
bosh.  Sir  John  can  write  a  good  Report  and  he  knows  it,  and  is  only  bidding 
for  the  Mutuals  to  assure  him  of  the  fact,  which  we  decline  to  do.  He  quotes 
approvingly  from  Sir  Benbrook's  Address  and  speaks  pleasantly  of  the  events 
at  Kosciusko.  He  is  cranky  in  regard  to  the  necessity  and  utility  of  the  G. 
E.,  which,  considering  that  it  ministers  to  his  appetite  for  social  reunions  and 
jolly  good  times,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder  continued. 

CONCLUSION. 

And  now.  Sir  Knights,  our  labor  is  ended.  It  has  been  performed  under 
many  disadvantages,  and  in  estimating  its  value  you  must  make  allowance  for 
them.  If  the  Good  Lord  had  made  us  smarter  intellectually,  our  Report 
would  have  been  better ;  had  we  been  blessed  with  more  learning,  it  would 
have  been  more  elegant ;  had  some  daring  "Mutual"  knocked  the  chip  off  our 
shoulder,  it  would  have  been  more  spicy  ;  and  finally,  but  for  the  existence  of 
the  forty-page  law  and  your  poverty,  it  would  have  been  more  voluminous. 
We  fear,  however,  that  after  reading  it  you  wiir  devoutly  thank  the  good 
Lord  for  the  last  two  obstructions.  In  our  opinion  there  is  plenty  of  it,  such 
as  it  is,  and  we  can  only  hope  that  your  verdict  may  be.  Good  enough,  what 
there  is  of  it.  Courteously, 

E.  GEO.  DeLAP, 
for  Committee. 
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*'As  distant  lands  beyond  the  sea, 

"When  friends  go  hence,  draw  nigh, 
So  Heaven,  when  friends  have  thither  gone, 

Draws  nearer  from  the  sky ; 
And  as  those  lands  the  dearer  grow, 

When  friends  are  long  away, 
So  Heaven  itself,  through  loved  ones  dead. 

Grows  nearer,  day  by  day." 
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BY    OBPEK   OP   ORAyi>    COMMAND£K\    OF    MISSLWIPPr, 
—TO— 

James  Abram  Garfield, 

TwenUeth  President  of  the  TJnited  States. 


'i^ 


"^^5=; 

^ 


.:.\:. 


■5( 


BORN  AT  ORANGE,  OHIO,  NOVEMBER  i9th,  1831. 
DIED  AT  ELBERON,  N.  J.,  SEPTEMBER  19th,  1881. 


^# 


Knighted  May  la  1866, 


— — '*  He  is  not  dead. 
Who  in  his  record  stUl  the  earth  shall  tread.*' 
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SIR  HARRIS  BAKKSBAT.E, 

Mississippi  Commandery.  No.  1, 

AUGUST  22,  1881. 


SIR  G.  W.  JONES, 

Magnolia  Commahdery,  No.  2. 

SEl'TEMBKK  20,  IS81. 


SIR  W.  W,  MUEPHY, 

Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2, 


BUUf  ttrOl'jl' 


y  imp  jTjimJB 


ffX'^f  ft^itntf  r!''  ^ '  ^^  juiAitLr 


*Tlie  will  of  God  is  acfonjplishetL^* 


jj;i;u^ 
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SIR  SAMUEL  A.  MASON. 

H08ALIE  COMMANDERY,  NO.  a* 

FEBRUARY  18,  1881, 


<?>•. 

^^. 


SIR  CHARLES  C,  WALDEN. 

MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  NO    2. 


SIR  C,  M.  OTTLEY, 

DeMOLAV  COMMANDERY,  NO.  S. 
DECEMBER  0,  1S8L 


rr-.l 


:^ 


SIR  A.  W,  MITCHELL, 

KOSCIUSKO  COMMANDERY,  NO.  1(. 

1881. 


V^ 
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"And  (.'vtr  nfiir  im,  tliuiigh  UDScen, 
.     The  dunr  itumortal  npiritM  tread; 
For  all  the  l«iimtlles»  milverne 
1.4  lifi; ;  tliort*  is  no  dead." 
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TEMPLAR    STATISTICS, 

For  the  United  States.  1881. 


Grand  Commanderies 32 

Subordinate  Commanderies,   (including    24    under    jurisdiction   of 

Grand  Encampment) 647 

Knighted 3,652 

Affiliated 765 

Reinstated ; 295 

Dimitted 1,193 

Suspended 1,095 

Expelled 49 

Died 650 

Total  membership 54,081 

Dues  received $40,526  30 


TEMPLAR  CHRONOLOGY. 


Knights  Templar  commence  their  era  with  the  organization  of  the  Order — 
Anno  Ordinis  (A/.  O.*.,)  "in  the  year  of  the  Order." 

To  obtain  the  year  of  the  Order,  subtract  1118  from  the  Christian  Era ;  thus 
1118  taken  from  1882  leaves  764. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama Pelkg  Browx Mobile. 

Arkansas \Vm.  H.  Howes Forest  Ciiy. 

California  Ti:os.  H.  Caswell Sevada. 

Colorado David  C.  Collier Central, 

Connecticut Eli  C.  Birdsey 

Georgia Sam'l  P.  Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois James  ITawley Dixon,   iec    Co. 

Indiana Cjias.  Crxtft Terre  Haute. 

Iowa John  C.  Parish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  M.    Price Atchison. 

Kentucky John  S.  Lyle Coiington. 

Louisiana Jos.  II.  DeGrange New  Orlcam'. 

Maine .•. Josiah   II.  Drummond Portland. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adreon Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  R.  Island Nicholas  VanSlyck Providence. 

Minnesota B.  II.  Lanoley Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Prall St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Alfred   G.  Hastings Linc/)ln. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Harris Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Wolverton Trenton. 

New  York George    Babcock Troy. 

Ohio  AVm.  L.  Bukchner Youngsloicn. 

Pennsylvania John  II.  Disenrerg Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell Aa.«Atn/fe. 

Texas Geo.  R.  Fearn Dallas. 

Vermont Russell  S.  Taft Burlington. 

West  Virginia Mason  W.  Burt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.   Woodhuli Milwaukee. 
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GRAND  REI^RESENTATIVES 
APPOINTED    NEAR   THE   GRAND   COMMANDERY   OF    MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama P.  M.  Savp:ry » Bcddwyn. 

Arkansas Dr.  T.  G.  Birche;tt Vick^urg. 

California John  K.  Fui^son Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fredkric  Spp:ed Vichiburg. 

(,'onnecticut Christopher  Johnson Jackson. 

Georgia Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Sr UnionChurch. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Benbrook Martin. 

Indiana J.  R.  McIntosh Okolona. 

Iowa Wm.  French Vickgburg. 

Kansas  John  II.  Gordon Port  Gibson. 

Kentucky * John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine .^  Frank  Burkitt Okolona. 

Maryland Jas.  T.  Whitehead Jacksmj   Tenn. 

Mass.  and  K.  Island Robert  B.  Brannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota W^M.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Mercer Lexington. 

Nebraska James  T.  Fant Holly  Springs. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox ; Columbus. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewart Natchez. 

New  York (»us  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Erwin Winonu. 

Pennsylvania Dr.  J.  8.  Cain Nashville,   Tenn. 

Tennessee Robert  L.  Saunders Jackson. 

Texas Oliver  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walker Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin Jno.  A.  Dicks Natchn. 
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ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  RECORDERS. 


Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

Arkansas James  A.  Henry Little  Hock. 

California Thos.  II.  Caswell SanFmncisco. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Parmelee Georpetoum. 

Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

Georgia Chas.  R.  Armstrong Macon. 

Illinois Gilbert  W.  Barnard CJi^cago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bramwell Indianapolis. 

Iowa \Vm.   B.  Lanoridge Muscatine. 

Kansas John  H.  RitowN Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lorenzo  D.  Croninger Covington. 

Louisiana Richard  Lambert iS'eic  Orleans. 

Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

Maryland Charles  T.  Sisco Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  R.  Island Alfred  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pierson St.  Paid. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Power Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mayo St.    IhuJ. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  B.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York John  W.  Simons....^ Xerr  York, 

North  Carolina James  C.  Mcnds Wilmington. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meyer Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Morton  B.  Howell 2s\ishviUe. 

Texas Robert  Brewster IIouMon. 

Vermont (iEO.  W.  Wing....^ Montpelier. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.Irvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Milwaukee. 

Grand  Encampment  U.  S. — Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Master,  Boston ; 
Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder,  Iowa  City.  Next  Triennial  Grand 
Conclave,  at  San  Francisco,  August  21st,  1883. 


FOREIGN   JURISDICTIONS. 

Convent  General,  England— H.  R.  II.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand 
Master,  London  ;  Hon.  Judge  J.  F.  H.  Townshend,  Arch  Chancellor,  30  Upper 
Fitz  William  St.,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Great  Priory  of  England — Earl  of  Latham,  G.  C.  T.,  Great  Prior,  Carle- 
ton  Club,  London  ;  Alex.  S.  Hill,  M.  P.,  Q.  C,  LL.  D.,  Grand  Chancellor, 
London. 

Great  Priory  of  Ireland— H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Conn  aught.  Great 
Prior,  London  ;  John  A.  Baker,  K.  C.  T.,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Great  Priory  of  Canada— W^.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  Laprairie, 
Quebec ;  Daniel  Spry,  Grand  Chancellor,  Barrie,  Canada. 

Chapter  General  of  Scotland — Whyte  Melville,  Grand  Master,  Edin- 
burg,  Scotland  ;  Lindsay  MacKersey,  30  St.  David  St.,  Edinburg. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


HELD  AT 


GRENADA.  MAY  9th  AND  10th.  1883. 


JACKSON,  MISS.: 

CLABION    STEAM   PUBLISHING   HOUSE. 


1883. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS,  1883-84. 


Sib  H.  M.  Rombebgeb Water  Valley Grand  Commander. 

Sib  W.  p.  Towleb Grenada Deputy  Grand  Com'der. 

Sib  J.  U.  GoBDON Fort  Gibson Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  Geo.  S.  Gbeen Jackson Grand  Captain  General. 

Sib  J.  M.  Boon  . . : Holly   Springs Grand  Prelate. 

Sib  N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  Jj.  PowEB Jackson Grand  Hecorder. 

Sib  L.  B.  Mosby Holly   Springs Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Sib  Wm.  PBiESTiiET Canton Grand  Junior  Wnrden. 

Sib  W.  H.  Bailey* Winona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  W.  W.  MABSHALii Winona , Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

'Sib  R.  a.  Abscibiead Grenada Grand  Warder. 

Sib  Wm.  Mubbay t^^icksb'irg , . .  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

X^JoMMiTTEE  ON  Templab  Law— Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  G.  Y- 
Freeman. 

Committee  on  Fobeign  Cobbespondenoe— Sirs  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Wm.  French, 
James  T.  Meade. 


''Not  present  for  insuUation,   and   Sir  W.  A.  Bod enhamer,  of  Okolona,  appointed  after 
adjournment, 
t  Sir  Wm.  Murray,  Vicksburg,  was  appointed. 
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Grand  Commandery 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE, 


/xl^THP^fP  ^^  Gband  Gommandeby  Knights  Templab  of  the  State  of 
V/TvIePL  1  MiBsisBiPPi]  commenced  its  Twenty-Third  Annual  Conclave 
in  the  Asylum  of  Grenada  Commandery,  No.  15,  at  Grenada, 
on  Wednesday,  the  9th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1883,  A.  O.,  765,  at 
11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

jvSv^^     The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Captain 
^  Jyylio   General,  when  the  Grand  Officers  were  officially  received  and  escorted 
I  to  their  several  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  were 
found  to  be 

PBESENT. 

Jab.  T.  Meade R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander. 

H.  M.  Rombeboeb v.*.  E.*.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

W.  P.  TowiiEB E.*.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

J.  H.  GoBDOM E.*.  Grand  Captain  General. 

J.  M.  Boon E.-.  Grand  Prelate. 

N.  S.  WAiiKBB E.-.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Geo.  S.  Gbeest E.*.  Grand  Recorder,  p,  U 

B.  A.  Vauohan* E.*.  Grand  Senior  Warden,  p.  U 

L.  B.  MosBT E.\  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

W.  H.  BAiZiET E.-.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Wm.  PBZXSTiiET E.'.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

B.  A.  Abhzstxad E.*.  Grand  Warder. 

John  Gxobos E.*.  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

*  Acting  for  Sir  Geo.  S.  Qreen,  pro  tern  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Offloen  absent  being  Sir  J.  L.  Powbb,  Grand  Recorder;  Fbank 
BOBKZTT,  Grand  Warder. 
A  oonstitational  number  of  Commanderies  being  represented,  the  Grand  Corn- 
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4  Proceedings  of  the 

mandery  was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  Form,  and  proceeded  forthwith  to- 
the  Methodist  church,  where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  obserred  in  a  solemn 
and  impressive  manner — the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  conducting 
the  service,  and  the  sacred  music  accompanying  same  being  executed  by  a 
select  choir  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Grenada. 

On  arrival  at  the  church,  an  eloquent  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by 
Sir  Kt.  B.  0.  Adams,  Jr.,  and  during  the  exercises  the  Grand  Prelate  delivered 
a  discourse  very  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The  following  is  the  address  of 
Sir  Knight  Adams: 

Time,  Sir  Knights,  like  an  arrow,  swiftly  flies.  Another  year  has  added  its 
history  to  the  irrevocable  past,  and  you  have  again  met  in  annual  session  to 
legislate  for  the  welfare  of  our  Order.  Foot-sore  and  heart-laden,  you  return 
from  your  countless  wanderings  upon  the  shores  of  stranded  hopes  and  buried 
aspirations,  and  turn,  with  an  unfaltering  trust,  to  the  memory  of  that  God- 
Man  whoso  death  upon  the  cross  was  a  propitiation  of  our  sins,  and  like  the 
Mussleman  of  old,  at  the  cave  of  Mecca,  we  worship  with  an  Eastern  devotion 
and  drink  inspiration  from  the  sacred  influences  shed  abroad  by  our  Order* 
As  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Shrine,  I  greet  you  here  to-day,  and,  in  behalf  of 
Grenada  Com  mandery,  extend  that  cordial  hospitality  so  characteristic  of  our 
Order. 

To  welcome  heroes  and  conquerers,  laden  with  the  spoils  of  victory,  to  tho 
land  of  their  birth  and  the  capitals  of  their  nation,  is  a  custom  as  old  as  civ- 
ilization itself.  Here,  with  us  to-day,  are  no  heroes  of  blood  to  welcome;  no 
cannon  thunders  to  tell  of  tho  destructive  forces  of  battle;  no  war-scarred  ban- 
ners wave  to  tell  us  of  fallen  captains  and  valiant  comrades;  no  Aurelius 
returns  from  tho  East  with  captive  kings  and  queens  and  the  spoils  of  an  hun- 
dred cities;  yet,  thanks  be  to  God,  we  are  not  without  signs  of  the  highest 
conquest  ever  raado  by  struggling  humanity.  "Peace,  indeed,  hath  her  victo- 
ries no  less  than  war,"  and  wo  greet  to-day  those  that  fight  under  the  white 
banner  of  peace,  and  lay  their  trophies  at  the  door  of  suffering  humanity. 

It  is  not  my  privilege,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  the  character  of  our  Order 
or  to  point  out  its  deeds  and  history  to  the  unitiated;  however,  let  it  be  said» 
that  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  the  middle  ages,  this  Order  has  had  for  its 
object  tho  upholding  of  the  Christian  religion,  the  advancement  of  human 
happiness  and  the  strengthening  of  tho  bonds  of  brotherhood  between  man 
and  man.  Friendship  binds  us  hero  with  her  silken  cords;  charity  moves  her 
every  impulse,  and  benevolence  shines  forth  a  blaze  of  living  light,  as  pure  and 
unsullied  as  the  rays  that  emanate  from  the  throne  of  the  eternal  God.  Solemn 
and  sublime  truths  are  liere  inculcated  that  have  never  reached  the  ears  of  any 
save  tlioso  who  liave  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  sacred  trust.  It  is  our 
mission  to  relievo  distrc??,  educate  the  orphan,  help  the  widow  and  inculcate 
the  precepts  of  mercy.  It  is  our  mission  to  break  down  the  rude  practice  of 
war  and  teach  tJio  i)rinciples  of  that  higher  life,  whose  field  of  practice  is  bore 
amongst  the  unfQ^rtunate,  but  whoso  field  of  reward  lies  beyond  the  narrow 
bounds  of  time — to  do  good  to  others,  in  imitation  of  Him  who  dedicated 
His  labors  and  His  life  to  the  alleviation  of  a  suffering  world.  Around  these 
sacred  truths  cluster  our  brightest  hopes  and  fondest  anticipations.  Here  the 
venerated  patriarchs  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  institution,  in  by  gone  days> 
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haye  worshipped  and  with  onstained  hands  haye  transmitted  down,  through  the 
lapse  of  time,  the  sublime  mysteries,  the  sacred  rights,  the  solemn  and  eternal 
tmths,  onfolded  to  those  alone  who  enter  within  the  arena  of  our  Temple  and 
bow  as  sincere  snpplicants  to  the  inner  veil  of  our  altars. 

Though  the  name  of  our  Order  is  at  once  instinctive  with  the  proud  memo- 
ries of  tilt  and  tourney  and  the  splendid  chivalry  of  the  round  table,  yet  he 
but  faintly  appreciates  the  object  of  her  creation  who  thinks  that  the  purpose 
of  our  Order  consists  in  emulating  alone  the  deeds  of  martial  valor  upon  hard- 
fought  fields.  Man's  nature  and  capabilities,  his  moral  and  intellectual  attri- 
butes are  so  boundless  in  character  and  so  infinite  in  duration,  that  he  looks 
to  higher  and  nobler  purposes.  We  strive  to  emulate  whatever  was  meritorious 
in  that  magnificent  system  of  Knighth9od,  but  we  subordinate  physical  powers 
to  moral  excellence,  teaching  man  that  **the  banner  of  right  is  the  ensign  of 
glory  and  that  the  shield  of  honor,  where  virtue  blazons  its  coat  of  arms,  is  the 
fittest  panoply  of  chivalry."  Our  Order  seeks  to  lift  humanity  to  a  higher 
plane,  to  develop  its  capabilities  for  good,  and  to  strengthen  its  faith  in  man's 
accountability  .to  his  Maker.  Templar  Masonry,  though  not  the  peer  of  religion, 
is  at  least  the  hand-maiden  of  our  churches  in  their  divine  mission  of  teaching 
the  doctrinesof  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  whose  mission  on  earth  was 
peace  and  good-will  toward  mankind.  Here,  for  long,  long  years,  good  and 
devout  men  have  been  found  bending  at  its  shrine  and  burning  incense  upon 
its  altar.  But  Templar  Masonry  needs  no  introduction  or.  defense  at  my  hands. 
Her  benefactions  confronting  us  on  every  hand,  are  the  most  eloquent  advo- 
cates of  her  worth  and  excellence.  Sir  Knights,  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
existence  of  our  most  noble  organization.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  good  you 
have  already  done.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  purposes  for  which  you  are  here 
assembled,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  your  capabilities  for  future  usefulness. 
Each  one  of  us  should  feel  a  just  degree  of  pride  in  the  success  of  our  Order, 
and  as  you  meet  in  Grand  Council  to  review  the  past,  may  the  lessons  reaped 
from  the  harvest  of  experience  throw  their  refulgent  light  on  the  present  and 
guide  you  with  wisdom.  Take  home  to  your  hearts  the  valuable  precepts  that 
are  taught.  They  will  make  you  better  men  and  better  citizens.  Forget  not 
the  example  of  our  worthy  prototype  who  lost  his  life  in  the  defense  of  his 
integrity.  Remember  that  to  be  great  is  to  be  good.  Wield  your  swords  at  all 
times  '4n  defense  of  innocent  maidens,  helpless  orphans,  destitute  widows  and 
the  Christian  religion,"  and  may  He  who  doeth  all  things  well,  guide  you  in 
your  deliberations.  Do  whatsoever  thou  doest  in  the  fear  of  God  and  in  the 
fulfillment  of  His  commandments.  Then,  indeed,  will  you  plant  that  crowning 
flower  in  the  garland  of  humanity,  and  people  yet  unborn  will  rise  up  to  call 
yon  blessed. 

On  return  to  the  Asylum,  the  R.\  £.*.  Grand  Commander  re&d  his  Address,  as 
follows: 

Grand  Commander's  Address. 

Str  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

In  thus  being  permitted  for  the  twenty-third  time  to  assemble  in  Grand  Con- 
clave around  our  sacred  altar,  let  us,  as  becomes  Christian  Knights,  thank  our 
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Heavenly  Father  for  his  manifold  blessings  towards  us,  and  humbly  beseech  his 
benign  influence  upon  us,  that  onr  deliberations  may  be  so  guided  by  prudence 
and  wisdom  as  to  perpetuate  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Order. 

These  Grand  Conclaves  are  seasons  of  great  joy,  in  which  free  communion 
with  one  another  should  be  held;  courteous  relations  cultivated;  social  virtues 
practiced;  all  of  which  tend  to  the  higher  elevation  of  our  moral  standard,  and 
fit  us  the  better  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  our  profession. 

We  love  the  Order  for  the  truth  it  inculcates — let  all  the  world  love  it  for  our 
exemplification  of  those  truths — and  as  in  the  Middle  Ages  a  knight  clad  in 
complete  armor  was  considered  invulnerable  against  any  opponent  of  his 
time,  so  let  us  act  in  this  enlightened  age,  that  we  may  prove  invulnerable  to 
the  attacks  of  those  who  through  ignorance  may  seek  to  cast  discredit  upon  it. 

We  are  no  longer  required  to  do  actual  battle  in  defence  of  that  cause  we 
have  vowed  to  support,  but,  as  Christian  warriors,  should  be  ever  ready  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  warfare  constantly  waged  by  truth  against  falsehood,  right 
against  wrong,  virtue  against  vice.  In  that  battle  let  us  all  be  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  fight;  his  shield  bright  as  his  own  spotless  honor;  his  sword  glistening 
with  the  purity  of  his  own  conscience.  • 

Should  we  not  be  proud  of  an  Order  numbering  among  its  members  ministers, 
statesmen,  jurists,  philosophers,  poets — men  of  all  professions,  standing  in  the 
front  rank — kneeling  at  our  altar  and  taking  upon  themselves  additional  vows 
of  service  to  "the  innocent  maiden,  the  helpless  orphan  and  the  Christian  reli- 
gion? "  Aye,  Sir  Knights,  and  justly  do  we  feel  proud.  May  we  prove  to  the 
world  the  purity  of  our  intentions. 

Little  more  than  a  year  ago  your  kind  partiality,  rather  than  my  merit,  placed 
me  in  command  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  State  of  Mississippi;  and  in  as- 
suming the  duties  of  that  exalted  station,  my  heart  was  filled  with  mingled 
emotions  of  joy  and  fear — joy,  at  thus  being  thought  worthy  to  preside  over  a 
body  of  men  no  less  distinguished  for  personal  worth  than  for  the  high  posi- 
tion they  hold  in  the  Masonic  world — and  fear,  lest,  through  inexperience  and 
meagre  ability,  my  doings  might  not  add  lustre  to  the  fair  name  of  Mississippi's 
Grand  Commanders.  How  far  these  misgivings  have  been  verified  is  for  you 
to  say. 

OFFICIAIi  VISITATIONS. 

By  reason  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  civil  office,  which  demand  all 
of  my  time,  I  have  been  denied  the  pleasure  of  visiting  any  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  which,  otherwise,  I  should  most  certainly  have  done.  Not  so 
much  in  quest  of  social  intercourse — than  which  no  one  enjoys  more  than  my- 
self— as  in  the  discharge  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  an  important  part  of  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  a  Grand  Commander.  Hence  I  cannot  give  you 
such  full  and  accurate  information  as  should  be  contained  in  an  annual 
address. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

I  have  received  three  applications  for  special  dispensations  during  the  past 
year,  all  from  Grenada  Commandery  No.  15,  for  balloting  upon  petitions  and 
conferring  the  orders  without  the  usual  delay. 
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Two  of  these  I  granted — one  of  the  28th  day  of  September,  and  one  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  April.  In  each  case  I  required  that  every  member  of  the  Comman- 
dery shonid  be  notified.  The  other  was  refused,  as  there  was  not  sufficient  time 
to  give  the  required  notice. 

GBAND   BEPBESENTATIVES. 

On  May  6th,  1882, 1  received,  through  Sir  Wm.  French,  P.*.  G.*.  C.'.  and  Grand' 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  the  resignation  of  Sir  Jno. 
C.  Parish  as  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  near  that  of 
Iowa,  together  with  the  recommendation  that  Sir  James  Morton,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  be  appointed  in  his  stend.  It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  me  and  to 
this  Grand  Body,  had  Sir  Parish  continued  in  office,  as  he  was  appointed  by  our 
lamented  Fairchild.  But  as  the  sentiment  of  his  Grand  Commandery  was 
opposed  to  any  of  its  members  holding  more  than  one  such  commission,  I 
accepted  his  resignation  and  submitted  the  question  of  his  successor  to  R.'.  E.*. 
Sir  E.  E.  Ainsworth,  Grand  Commander,  who  heartily  endorsed  the  recommen- 
dation, and  on  June  13th,  Sir  James  Morton  was  appointed  and  commissioned 
Grand  Representative. 

On  October  13th,  I  received,  through  our  Grand  Recorder,  a  communication 
from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Texas,  informing  me  that  our  Grand  Represen- 
tative near  that  Grand  Commandery  had  allowed  himself  to  be  suspended;  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  recognized  the  office  as  vacant,  and  recommended 
that  Sir  Henry  M.  Holmes  be  appointed  to  fill  same.  The  appointment  was 
made  as  requested  and  commission  issued. 

It  is  surprising  that  one,  who  in  years  past  has  occupied  the  highest  ofSco  in 
the  gift  of  the  Masons  of  Mississippi,  should  become  so  indifferent  to  the 
honors  conferred  upon  him.  and  so  careless  of  his  obligations  as  to  allow  him- 
self to  bo  suspended. 

I  find  no  law  bearing  upon  the  question,  but  I  suppo<«e  the  term  of  office  of 
a  Grand  Representative  is  during  j^ood  behavior.  Acting  upon  tliis  sui)position, 
I  have  not  inquired  for  vacancies,  believing  behavior  to  be,  or  it  should  at  leasts 
an  inherent  quality  in  all  Grand  llopresentatives.  Some  Grand  Jurisdictions 
limit  the  term ;  others,  like  ours,  are  silent  on  the  subject.  The  question  of 
tenure  is  brought  to  your  attention  without  recommendation. 


This  is  a  subject  which,  if  not  primarily  considered,  soon  forces  itself  upoir 
our  attention;  upon  the  judicious  management  of  which  depends  the  pros- 
perity of  the  individual  Sir  Kniglii,  the  Subordinate  Commandery,  and  the 
Grand  Commandery.  Our  Grand  Recorder  generally  treats  of  this  question,, 
and  never  fails  to  conclude  with  wholesome  suggestions. 

By  resolution  adopted  at  Kosciusko  in  1881,  Sec.  93,  Rules  and  Edicts,  was 
suspended  for  two  years  after  that  Grand  Conclave;  and  by  reason  of  that 
action  your  Grand  Treasurer,  at  least  Grand  Conclave,  was  able  to  report  a 
balance  on  hand.  After  this  year,  unless  repealed  altogether,  or  again  sus- 
pended, that  Section  will  be  in  force,  and  the  accumulation  of  another  debt 
inevitable.     The  expense  of  attending  our  Grand  Conclaves  is  small  to  each. 
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Sir  Knight,  yet  the  snin  when  paid  by  the  Grand  Treasurer,  is  large.     I  there- 
fore earnestly  recommend  that  Section  93,  Rules  and  Edicts,  be  repealed. 


I  take  tliis  opportunity  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  completion  of  the 
reprint  of  our  proceedings  from  1857  to  1872.  This  work  has  been  accom- 
plislied  in  a  very  creditable  manner  by  our  most  eflicient  Grand  Recorder,  in 
accordance  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  adopted  at  our  Grand 
Conclave  of  1882,  rerxuiring  re-printing  of  proceedings  from  1857 — the  year  of 
or_r;jiiizati()u — to  1809.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  the  copies  for  1870,  1871  and 
1872,  the  Grand  Recorder  extended  it  to  embrace  these  years;  which  action  I 
heartily  recommend  for  your  endorsement  and  approval. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  at  our  last  Grand  Conclave  this  question  was  sub- 
mitted to  a  special  committee,  who  wliile  they  did  not  recommend  any  system 
of  tactics  for  adoption,  thought  that  that  published  by  H.  B.  Grant  "•  the  fuller 
and  the  better  suited  to  the  asylum  and  to  public  occasions,"  than  others  which 
they  had  examined.  This  report  was  adopted,  but  as  this  does  not  settle  the 
question,  your  attention  is  again  called  to  it  that  some  final  action  may  be  had. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

On  June  3d,  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir  J.  T.  Whitehead,  for  several  years 
Eminent  Commander  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4,  and  P.*.  G.'.  Gen- 
eralissimo of  this  Grand  Commandery,  asking  that  I  certify  his  rank  as  P.*.  C.\ 
to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee,  where  he  now  resides.  It  afforded 
me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  this  request,  and  on  June  5th,  by  letter  to 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee,  I  introduced  the  Eminent  Prater,  and 
bespake  for  him  recognition  of  his  rank,  if  not  inconsistent  with  law.  I  am 
pleased  to  note,  in  their  proceedings  for  1882,  page  52,  that  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  that  Grand  Body. 

On  April  16th,  I  received  a  letter  from  Eminent  Sir  W.  L.  Bragg,  P.*.  D.*. 
G.\  M.".  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  official  Representative  of  the  M.'.  E.*. 
G.*.  M.*.  of  K.'.  T.*.  of  the  United  States,  seeking  information  as  to  what  tactics 
and  drill  are  used  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  on  what  day  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery met  at  Grenada. 

On  the  following  day  I  acknowledged  receipt  of  same,  gave  the  desired  infor- 
mation, and  invited  the  R.*.  Em.*.  Prater  to  be  with  us  on  tliis  occasion.  This 
was  duly  acknowledged  by  him  with  the  hope  that  he  would  be  able  to  attend. 

POSTPONEMENT. 

In  deference  to  the  wish  of  our  Grand  Recorder,  deeming  it  due  to  his  long 
and  faithful  services,  I  exercised  a  doubtful  prerogative,  and  postponed  the 
date  of  meeting  of  this  Grand  Body  to#the  Second  Wednesday,  the  9th  day  of 
May,  due  notice  of  which  was  given  to  each  Subordinate  Commandery. 

In  a  hasty  review  of  the  files  of  our  proceedings,  I  can  find  no  precedent  upon 
which  to  base  this  action,  but  I  am  borne  out  in  it  by  that  of  one  other  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  I  trust  it  may  meet  with  your  approval. 
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INSTALLATION. 

On  April  23(1, 1  issued  my  proxy  to  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  Grand  Generalissimo, 
to  install  Sir  John  George,  of  Grenada  Confmandery,  No.  15,  as  Grand  Captain 
of  the  Guard,  and  requested  that  he  report  his  action  thereunder  to  Grand 
Recorder.  From  his  kno\vn  zeal  and  punctuality,  I  am  confident  that  that  duty 
has  been  performed. 


If  the  state  of  the  the  treasury  will  permit,  I  would  suggest  that  the  Grand 
Recorder  be  authorized  to  procure  a  suitable  set  of  Jewels  for  the  use  of  this 
Grand  Commandery,  that  we  may  actually  inved  our  ofi4cers  with  their  respective 
Jewels  of  office,  and  not  draw  on  their  imagination  any  longer — a  fitting  dona- 
tion for  mileage  and  per  diem. 

TBIENNIAL    CONCLAVE. 

I  have  received  no  communications  of  any  nature  whatever  on  this  subject, 
save  and  except  a  few  railroad  circulars,  and  one  from  a  Ivnights  Templar 
Trans-Continental  Excursion,  all  of  which  will  be  gladly  handed  to  any  Sir 
Knight  contemplating  the  trip  to  California.  No  doubt  our  Fraters  of  the 
Pacific  Slope  will  entertain  in  that  friendly  style  so  characteristic  of  them,  and 
it  would  be  gratifying  to  have  a  creditable  number  of  our  Sir  Knights  present, 
but  I  have  no  suggestions  to  offer;  feeling  satisfied  that  we  will  be  represented, 
and  if  any  further  action  is  necessary,  it  will  be  developed  at  this  Conclave. 

THE   OBDEB  IN  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  several  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  seem  to 
have  been  so  well  governed  by  their  officers  during  the  past  year,  that  there  has 
been  no  occasion  for  interference  on  the  part  of  your  Grand  Commander. 
Peace,  harmony  and  an  intelligent  understanding  of  the  duties  devolving  upon 
them  have  prevailed.  The  laws  seem  to  be  fully  understood,  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  not  one  question  has  been  presented  for  consideration.  All  of  our 
Commanderies  have  maintained  a  healthy  existence,  and,  as  you  will  see  by 
Grand  Recorder's  report,  give  signs  of  vitality ;  and  yet.  Sir  Knights,  in  the 
midst  of  this  seeming  prosperity,  let  us  pause  and  ask  the  question:  Is  all  well? 
Is  our  order  taking  on  that  healthy  growth  so  essential  to  the  perpetuation  of 
a  long  life  ?  Is  the  structure  being  composed  of  such  timber  as  will  stand  the 
test  of  time?  These  questions  I  leave  with  you.  No  legislation  can  settle 
them.  Take  them  to  your  hearts,  to  your  Asylums,  and  there  repeat  them 
•  again  and  again  until  the  answer  comes — All  is  well. 

In  most  Grand  Jurisdictions  there  is  felt  the  want  of  official  visitation  and 
inspection  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  such  a 
want,  if  not  felt,  nevertheless,  exists  in  this.  To  visit,  at  least  once  a  year,  the 
various  Commanderies  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  productive  of  great  good; 
causing  uniformity  in  work,  correcting  irregularities,  and  encouraging  Subor- 
dinates in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Whether  this  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Council  Officers  or  by  one 
appointed  specially  for  that  purpose,  is  for  you  to  determine,  and  I  earnestly 
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recommend  some  mandatory  action  on  this  subject.  I  am  aware  of  the  right 
of  your  Ck>mmander  to  lay  out  snch  work  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  his  sub- 
ordinates, bat  not  being  able  to  assign  to  himself  any  part  of  it,  he  natorally 
feels  a  hesitancy — not  knowing  the  private  surroundings  of  others — in  requiring 
of  them  that  which  he  himself  cannot  perform. 

A  few  admonitory  remarks  on  two  other  questions,  and  I  pass  on. 

The  desire  for  display,  costly  banquets,  and  lavish  expenditure  of  money, 
generally  exhibited  by  most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  extending  to  us 
invitations  to  meet  with  them,  should  have  passing  notice  at  least.  Our  meet- 
ings should  be  for  the  purpose  of  labor  and  business,  interspersed  with  hours 
of  pleasure  and  refreshment.  But  "  mine  host"  has  made  out  his  programme 
with  feastings  and  entertainments  the  prominent  feature,  and  his  guests  are  too 
polite  to  ask  a  change.  To  entertain}  one's  guests  in  a  creditable  and  fitting 
manner  is  very  commendable.  But  it  is  not  the  part  of  wisdom  to  do  so  at  the 
expense  of  your  very  existence.  As  our  members  increase,  these  meetings  will 
be  more  largely  attended — the  expense  of  these  entertainments  will  increase — 
until  finally  bankruptcy  to  the  Subordinate  Commandery  will  follow  in  our 
wake. 

I  merely  wish  to  bring  this  matter  to  your  notice,  that  it  may  have  your 
earnest  thought  as  individual  Sir  Knights.  No  action  by  this  Grand  Body  is 
suggested.     The  remedy  lies  with  each  Subordinate  Commandery. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  the  growinj^  tendency  in  many  of  our  sister  Grand  Ju- 
risdictions, to  celebrate  Holy  days — as  Christmas,  Easter,  Good  Friday,  Ascen- 
sion Day,  etc. — particularly  Easter  and  Ascension  Day.  As  a  Christian  Order, 
nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  than  the  observance  of  these  Church  Festi- 
vals— and  I  earnestly  recommend  tliat  the  Grand  Body  take  some  action  tending 
to  set  apart  Easter  and  Ascsn^^ion  Day  to  ba  observed  by  all  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies in  some  suitable  manner. 

THE   OBDEB   IN    GENEBAL. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  the  continued  existence  of  fraternal  relations  with  all 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Mississippi  always  has  passing  notice,  and  if  not 
the  largest,  is  not  the  least  among  the  sisterhood.  Many  questions  of  general 
interest  agitate  the  Templar  mind,  in  almost  all  the  Grand  Jurisdictions,  but 
none  of  special  importance  to  tliis  Grand  Body.  Were  it  not  that  I  might  be 
considered  as  intruding  upon  the  prerogatives  universally  conceded  to  the  For- 
eign Correspondence  Committee,  I  would  have  my  say  on  the  dogma  of  the 
Trinity,  but  I  desist.  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  there  is  no  division  on  this 
question  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Our  beautiful  Devotional  service,  prepared 
by  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  and  adopted  in  1880,  contains  the  following,  almost  in 
the  very  beginning  : 

"  Here,  all  standing,  the  Prelate  shall  say — Glory  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son, 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  following  statistical  summary  is  taken  from  a  complete  table  prepared 
by  Sir  Stephen  Berry,  of  Maine.  It  presents  a  gratifying  showing,  and  with 
all  the  present  signs  of  prosperity  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  reach  100,000 
members  in  the  near  future  : 
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KiaOHTS  TEMPULB   IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1880.  1881. 

50,043  53,083 

Candidates 8,096  4,713 

Affiliates 544  796 

Reinstated. 185  242 

Dimitted 1,120  1,143 

Suspended  and  Dropped 574  569 

Knights  Templar  in  Canada 638  651 

England  and  Wales 2,700  2,700 

Ireland 1,100  1,100 

Scotland 270  270 

Total  membership  in  the  world 64,751        57,804 

Gain 3,053 

CONOLUSION. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  bring  to  your  attention  and  consideration,  such 
matters  as  I  considered  of  interest  to  you,  individually  and  'collectively.  I 
have  not,  however,  discharged  the  duties  of  this  high  office  to  my  satisfaction, 
owing  to  private  engagements  heretofore  alluded  to.  But  if  it  should  be  found 
that  I  have  done  that  little  well^  I  shall  have  attained  my  highest  aspirations. 

To  all  the  Sir  Knights  with  whom  I  have  been  officially  associated,  I  hero 
tender  my  acknowledgement  for  courtesies  extended.  To  Sir  Knight  Power, 
our  Grand  Recorder,  am  I  especially  indebted  for  aid  and  counsel  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 

And  now.  Sir  Kniglits,  my  labors  are  nearly  ended.  Soon  the  gavel  of 
authority  will  pass  to  other  hands,  and  my  administration  of  your  affairs  will 
cease.  And  so  it  is  with  us  all — we  are  constantly  passing  on.  That  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  our  opportunities  for  doing  good  shall  have  passed. 
Let  us  therefore  improve  the  present,  that  all  our  actions  may  tend  to  the  glory 
of  our  T-iord  Jesus  Christ. 

JAMES  T.  MEADE,  Grand  Commander. 

On  motion,  the  Address  was  received,  ordered  spread  on  the  minutes,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  when  same  is  appointed. 

The  R.*.  E.\  Grand  Commander  then  announced  the  usual  Committees,  as 
follows: 

COMMITTEES. 

Credentials— Sirs  R.  A.  Armistead,  C.  A.  Pardue,  J.  D.  Miles. 
Templab  Law — Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  J.  H.  Gordon,  J.  M.  Boon. 
ApPEAiiS — Sirs  Wm.  Priestley,  R.  Highgate,  W.  A.  Bodenhamer. 
Finance — Sirs  G.  Y.  Freeman,  W.  W.  Marshall,  David  Carr. 
DoiNOS  OF  Gband  OFncEBS — Sirs  Chas.   M.   Erwin,  John  C.   Lucas,  Joel 
Croom. 
FsATEBNAii  Dead— Sirs  J.  M.  Boon,  L.  B.  Mosby,  W.  P.  Towler. 
Unfinished  Business — Sirs  H.  M.  Romberger,  N.  S.  Walker,  Geo.  S.  Green. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  agreed  to,  and  Committee  continued: 

To  the  It,',  E.\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Grand  Officers,  Representatives  and  Sir  Knights  are  present: 

Gband  Officebs — (See  list  on  page  3.) 

Past  Gband  Officeks— R.'.  E.*.  Sirs  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Past  Grand  Comman- 
der. 

Mississippi  Cob^mandeby  No.  1 — • 

Geo.  S.  Gbeen,  P.  E.  C,  and  proxy  for  E.  C,  Generalissimo  and  Captain 
General. 

Magnolia  Commandeby  No.  2 — 
J.  D.  Miles,  E.  C. 

Lehngton  Commandeby  No.  3 — 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  E.  C,  proxy  for  E.  C,  Generalissimo  and  Captain  Geneal. 

Holly  Spbinos  Commandeby  No.  4 — 

J.  M.  Boon,  E.  C,  proxy  for  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General. 

Rosalie  Commandey  No.  3 — 
Not  represented. 

St.  Cyb  Commandeby  No.  6 — 

Joel  Cboom,  E.  C,  proxy  for  Generalissimo  and  Captain  General. 

Winona  Commandeby  No.  7 — 

W.  W.  Mabshall,  proxy  for  Generalissimo. 
W.  H.  Bailey,  proxy  for  Captain  General. 

DeMolay  Commandeby  No.  8 — 
B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

IvANHOE  Commandeby  No.  10 — 

W.  A.  BoDENBAMEB,  Representative. 

Kosciusko  Commandeby  No.  11 — 
J.  C.  Lucas,  E.  C. 

Canton  Commandeby  No.  12 — 
Wm.  Pbiestley,  p.  E.  C,  E.  C. 

CouB  DE  Lion  Commandeby  No.  13 — 

N.  8.  Walkeb,  proxy  for  E.  C.  and  Captain  General. 
J.  H.  GoBDON,  proxy  for  Generalissimo. 

Gbenada  Commandeby  No.  16 — 

R.  A.  Abmistead,  E.  C. 

R.  HiOHGATE,  Generalissimo. 

Wm.  McSwine,  Captain  General. 
Past  Eminent  Commandebs— Not  reported  in  any  other  capacity: 

David  Cabb Kosciusko  No.  11 

C.  A.  Pabdue Grenada  No.  16 

G.  Y.  Fbeeman Grenada  No.  15 

And  the  following  visitors: 
Fbom  Louisville  Commandeby  No.  1 — Sir  C.  A.  Cox. 
Fbom  Gbenada  Commandby  No.  15 — Sirs  Wm.  McSwine,  J.  J.  Slack,  R.  P.  Lake, 
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L.  R.  Turner,  B.  O.  Adams,  Jr.,  W.  C.  Chamberlain,  R.  N.  Owen,  H.  H.  Mc 
Kee,  E.  F.  Moore,  Sidney  Kettle. 

Coorteonsly  submitted,  R.  A.  Abmisted, 

C.  A.  Pabdue, 
J.  D.  Miles, 

Committee. 
The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  declared  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  Grand  Commandery  reassembled  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  no 
business  appearing,  was  declared  adjourned  till  half  past  nine  o'clock  to-mor- 
row morning.  [During  the  afternoon,  and  till  a  late  hour  at  night,  the  Orders 
were  conferred  on  several  candidates  in  Grenada  Commandery  No.  15.  ] 


SKCOPiD    DAY. 


Thubsday,  May  10th,  1883. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  half  past  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present  as  on  yesterday,  with  the  addition  of  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  l^ecor- 
der,  who  had  been  delayed  by  sickness. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Geo.  S.  Green,  all  visiting  Sir  Knights  were  invited  to  seats 
during  the  session  of  this  Grand  Conclave. 

On  motion  of  Grand  Prelate,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the 
special  order  for  12  o'clock  m. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  their  reports  and  ac- 
counts, and  the  same  having  been  read,  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee.    They  are  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  Grand  Recorder. 

Gbenada,  May  10,  1883. 
To  the  R,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Thirteenth  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Recorder. 
The  total  receipts  for  the  year  1882  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Commandery,  No.    1,  Dues  1881 $ 

Magnolia  "  "       2,     "      1881 58  00 

Lexington  "  *'      3,     "      1881 31  00 

Holly  Springs         "  "       4,     "      1881 35  00 

Rosalie  "  "      5,     "      1881 47  00 

St.  Cyr  "  "       C),     "       1881 24  00 

Winona  "  "       7,     "      1881 30  00 

DeMolay  "  "      8,     «      1881 23  00 

Ivanhoe  '*  "    10,     "      1881 44  00 

Kosciusko  "  "     11,     "      1881 26  00 

Canton  "  "     12,     "      1881 28  00 

Oour  de  Lion         "  "     13,     "      1881 20  00  * 

Grenada  "  "    15,    "      1881 15  00 

B.  A.  P.  Selman  and  A.  J.  Cochran,  dues  as  members  of  late  Mary  Com- 
mandery, No.  14 9  00 

Total  receipts |389  00 
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The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  will  show  a  balance  on  hand  of  $81  33,  brought 
down  mostly  from  the  previous  year.  The  expenses  of  the  past  year  were  ex- 
traordinary, but  they  were  met  by  the  generous  action  of  the  Grand  Com  man- 
dery  in  suspending  Sec.  93,  Rules  and  Edicts,  allowing  compensation  for  attend- 
ance. The  unpublished  records  of  the  Grand  Commandery — 1866  to  1869 — 
haye  not  only  been  published,  but  all  the  proceedings  from  1857  to  1872  are 
printed,  and  to  these  have  been  added  the  pamphlet  proceedings  from  1873  to 
1882,  so  as  to  make  a  complete  record  from  the  beginning.  A  substantially 
bound  volume  for  each  Commandery  his  herewith  submitted,  together  with  a 
package  of  the  Reprint  from  1867  to  1872,  for  each  Commandery.  There  has 
been  great  satisfaction  expressed  by  other  Jurisdictions  over  the  publication  of 
our  Records,  especially  those  from  1866  to  1869.  Three  copies  have  been 
mailed  to  each  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  sufficient  number  are  on  hand  to  meet 
any  probable  demand. 

In  order  to  have  this  work  accomplished,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  sus- 
pend Sec  93  for  the  last  and  present  Conclave;  but  I  submit  that  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Commanderies — one  from  each — should  have  their  ex- 
•  penses  paid  out  of  the  dues  to  bo  paid  in  at  this  Grand  Conclave.  But  the 
receipts  will  not  justify  a  continuance  of  mileage  and  per  diem  to  our  staflf  of 
Grand  Officers,  and  if  that  is  to  be  continued,  additional  revenue  must  be  pro- 
vided, or  your  proceedings  must  go  unpublished  and  your  dues  to  Grand 
Encampment  go  unpaid.  Perhaps  the  honor  of  official  station  might  be  con- 
sidered ample  remuneration  until  our  finances  afford  something  more  substan- 
tial. 

All  the  Commanderies  have  made  returns,  and  the  following  summary  is 
submitted  for  your  information: 

Orders  conferred 12 

Affiliated 1 

Reinstated 1 

Dimitted 4 

Died 7 

Suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct 2 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 9 

Total  membership  December  27,  1882 894 

Being  a  net  loss  of  7  since  previous  year. 
Total  dues $460  00 

Being  an  increase  of  $30.00  over  previous  year. 

The  only  information  I  have  received  in  reference  to  the  meeting  of  Grand 
Encampment  is  a  series  of  circulars  from  competing  lines  of  railroads.  The 
latest  information  from  San  Francisco  is,  that  the  hotels  of  that  city  decline  to 
be  chartered  or  controlled!  by  the  local  committees,  and  that  they  will  charge 
their  usual  rates  and  afford  acconmiodation  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 

The  railroads  have  granted  the  customary  reduced  rates  for  the  present 
Graf  A  Conclave.  Courteously  submitted, 

J.  L.  PowBB,  Grand  Recorder. 
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GRAND  Treasurer's  Account. 

1882.  Db. 

April  21.     To  balance  this  date $126  78 

1883. 
May   10.      "  Cash  from  Grand  Recorder  to  date 389  90 

$516  78 
Cb. 

By  15  copies  Grant's  Tactics $  12  75 

By  Grand  Encampment  dues,  1882 20  05 

By  salary  of  Grand  Recorder,  1883 60  00 

By  postage  and  express  to  date 16  75 

By  printing  proceedings  1882,  Reprint  from  1857  to  1872,  other  print- 
ing to  date : 335  90 

$435  45 
On  hand,  to  balance 81  33 

$516  78 
Courteonsly  submitted, 

N.  S.  Walkeb,  Grand  Treasurer. 
May  10.  1883. 


TEMPLAR    LAW. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted: 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi : 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
last  Grand  Conclave,  as  to  districting  the  Commanderies  for  visitation  of  Grand 
Officers,  beg  to  report  they  deem  it  inexpedient  to  restrict  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  Grand  Commander  and  Council,  as  to  visits,  as  might  be  implied  by 
districting  the  Grand  Jurisdiction.  B.  A.  Vauohan,  ) 

J.  M.  Boon,        [  Committee. 
J.  H.  Gordon,    ) 

A   DISTINGUISHED   VISITOBt 

It  having  been  announced  that  R.*.  £.'.  S.'.  James  F.  Agler,  Fast  Grand 
Commander  of  Missouri,  was  in  the  ante-room,  the  Grand  Commandery  was 
formed  in  due  array  for  his  reception  ;  and  on  being  introduced  by  Sir  B.  A. 
Vaughan,  the  distinguished  f  rater  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand 
Commander,  and  made  appropriate  response. 

R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  George  S.  Green  to  fill  vacancy  in 
Finance  Committee,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  Sir  David  Carr. 

BKPOBT  ON  DOINOB  OF  OBAND  OFFICEB8. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 
To  (he  R,\  E,\  Grand  C&mmandery : 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Grand  Commander,  have  carefully  considered  the  same,  and  re- 
spectfully make  the  following  recommendations  : 

Ist.  The  acts  of  the  Grand  Commander,  with  reference  to  Dispensations,  are 
approved. 

2d.  That  the  subject  of  tenure  of  office  of  Ghraud  Representative  be  referred 
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to  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  and  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  the 
cases  stated  are  approved. 

3d.  So  mnch  as  refers  to  finance  be  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

4th.  The  subject  of  compensation  to  delegates  and  recommendations  of  Grand 
Commander,  with  reference  to  same,  be  referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

5th.  That  the  act  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  in  adding  the  years  1870,  1871  and 
1872  to  the  reprint  of  the  proceeding!*,  be  endorsed  and  approved. 

6th.  Your  committee  would  recommend  the  definite  and  permanent  adop- 
tion of  Grant's  Tactics,  as  being  probably  the  heat  adapted  to  general  use,  and 
all  the  Commanderies  being  already  in  possession  of  same. 

7th.  We  recommend  that  the  subject  of  Grand  Commandery  Jewels  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee.  It  certainly  would  be  desirable  to  have  the 
Jewels  if  we  are  able  to  afford  them. 

8th.  With  regard  to  Triennial  Commanderies  at  San  Francisco,  we  recom- 
mend that  a  special  committee  be  raised,  whos6  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain 
how  many  Sir  Knights  desire  to  go,  and  what  arrangements  can  best  be  made 
for  same. 

In  conclusion,  we  congratulate  our  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  on  being  able 
to  present  so  lengthy  and  interesting  a  report  from  the  meagre  materials  at  his 
hand^  and  we  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  his  administration  has  been  wise, 
conservative  and  marked  with  ability. . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  M.  Ebwin, 

For  the  Committee. 

UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  for  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported  that 
the  only  item  under  that  head,  was  in  reference  to  the  cypher  ritual. 

Whereupon,  the  Grand  Recorder  stated  that  the  same  would  be  completed 
within  ten  days,  and  asked  for  instructions  as  to  its  distribution  ;  and,  on  his 
motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  six  copies  of  same  be  furnished  each  Commandery, 
to  be  in  custody  of  E.'.  C.'.,  and  that  the  remaining  copies  be  held  by  the  Grand 
Recorder,  subject  to  the  future  orders  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

FOBEIGN  COBBE8PONDENCE. 

The  following  communication,  from  R.*.  E.\  Sir  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  was  read  : 

Natchez,  May  7th,  1883. 
Dear  Sir  Knights  : 

I  had  hoped  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  being  with  you  at  this  session  of  Grand 
Commandery  but  the  alarming  frequency  of  terrific  storms  of  wind  and  elec- 
tricity, with  thoir  destructive  results,  both  to  life  and  property,  convinces  me 
that  my  place  is  with  my  wife  and  baby.  My  report,  prepared  while  seriously 
ill,  and  per  consequence,  not  an  exceptionally  good  one,  is  in  the  hands  of 
Grand  Recorder,  and  I  trust  your  judgment  of  its  merits  will  be  tempered  by 
the  circumstances  attending  its  preparation.  I  sincerely  trust  that  your  meet- 
ing may  be  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure,  and  that  the  angel  of  death  may  not  visit 
the  households  of  Grenada,  after  your  adjournment  as  he  did  after  the  close  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  year  of  sorrow,  1878. 

Courteously  yours, 

E.  (i.  DeLap, 
F.  C.  Com. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was 
received  and  ordered  published  with  the  proceedings. 
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KEPOBT  OH  APP£ALS. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  ordered  spread  on  the  minntes: 

To  the  R.\  E,\  Grand  Gnnmandery  of  Mississippi: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Appeals  have  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  so  abides 
t  ironghout  our  jurisdiction  that  nothing  has  been  submitted  for  our  consid- 
eration. Courteously, 

W.  Pbiestley, 

R.    HlOHQATE, 

W.    A.    BODENHAMEB, 

Committee. 
The  Grand  Prelate  announsed  as  present  in  the  Asylum,  Em.  Sir  Bun  F. 
Price,  E.  C.  of  Memphis  Commandery,  No.  4,  who,  on  being  introduced  by  Rev. 
Sir  Boon,  was  moat  cordially  welcomed  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander. 
Sir  Price  made  appropriate  response. 

FBATEENAL  DEAD. 

The  following  report  was  submitted,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote: 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  : 

Your  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  no  member  of  this  Grand  Commandery  has  been  called  from  our 
Asylum  to  the  asylum  eternal  and  in  the  heavens;  but  we  find  that  the  Grim 
Monster  has  not  been  idle  during  the  year,  for  seven  of  our  beloved  fraters 
have  left  us  for  the  rest  beyond.  We  recommed  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be 
directed  to  set  aside  the  accustomed  Memorial  Page  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
Grand  Commandery  to  their  memory. 

J.  M.  Boon, 

W.  P.  TOWLER, 

L.  B.  Mosby. 

Committee. 
8PE0IAL  OOMMITIEE  ON    TRIENNIAL. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  appointsd  Sirs  B.  A.  Vaughan,  R.  A.  Armistead 
and  J.  L.  Power  as  the  special  committee  to  ascertain  the  names  of  such  Sir 
Knights  as  contemplate  visiting  San  Francisco  during  the  approaching  Trien- 
nial session  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  make  transportation  and  other 
arrangements  for  same. 

On  invitation  of  Grand  Commandery.  Past  Grand  Commander  Agler  made  a 
statement  relating  to  the  arrangements  that  had  been  perfected  by  Ascalon 
Commandery,  of  St.  Louis,  for  transportation  to  San  Francisco — the  total  ex- 
pense for  the  round-trip  from  St.  Louis  being  ^275,  which  include?  Pullman  car, 
board  at  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City  and  S.in  Francisco;  to  leave  St.  Louis  Au^ii?t 
10th,  arrive  in  San  Francisco  20th;  train  to  run  in  daylight  only.  Sir  Aglcr 
extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  Mississippi  Sir  Knights  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  arrangement,  and  to  rendezvous  at  the  spacious  headquarters  in  San 
Francisco  wliich  had  been  secured  for  Ascalon  Commandery. 

REPORT  OF  riNAKCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  the  following  report: 
To  the  Il.\  E,\  Grand  Commandery: 
Your  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  Grand  Tre.isurer's  and 
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1 8  Proceedings  of  the 

Grand  Recorder's  reports,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  said 
reports  and  find  them  in  all  respects  correct,  and  recommend  their  approval 
and  adoption. 

We  have  daly  considered  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Commander  and 
Grand  Recorder  in  reference  to  the  repeal  or  modification  of  Sec.  93,  Roles  and 
Edicts  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  so 
much  of  said  section  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
of  Grand  Officers  be  repealed. 

Courteously  submitted, 

G.  Y.  Fbeeman, 
Geo.  S.  Gbeen, 

W.  W.  M^BSHAIiL, 

Committee. 
The  report,  after  some  discussion,  was  received  and  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Erwin,  one  representative  from  each 
Commandery,  in  attendance  at  present  Grand  Conclave,  shall  be  paid  his  neces- 
sary expenses  on  account  of  same.  [At  Grand  Conclave  1881,  it  was  ordered 
that  no  mileage  or  per  diem  be  paid  for  1882,  1883;  but  the  object  of  this  order 
was  accomplished  by  the  waiving  of  compensation  for  1882,  henc«  the  motion 
of  Sir  Kt.  Erwin.] 

GfiAKD  HEFBESENTATIVES. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted: 

To  li.'.  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Templar  Law,  to  whom  is  referred  the  suggestion  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  relative  to  term  of  office  of  Representative  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  near  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  beg  to  report  they  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  leave  in  operation  the  existing  custom. 

B.   A.   Vaughan, 

J.  H.  GOEDON, 

J.  M.  Boon, 

Committee. 

Tlie  hour  having  arrived  for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  Sirs  R.  A.  Armis- 
teiid  and  W.  A.  Bodenhamer  were  appointed  tellers.  The  following  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  several  ballotings: 

SiE  H.  M.  RoMBEBOEB Water  Valley Grand  Commander. 

Sib  W.  p.  Towleb Grenada Deputy  Grand  Com'der. 

Sill  J.  H.  GoBDON Port  Gibson Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  Geo.  S.  Gbeen Jackson Grand  Captain  General. 

SiB  J.  M.  Boon Holly   Springs Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  N.  S.  ^VALKEB Port  Gibson Grand  Treasurer. 

Siii  J.  L.  PowEB Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

Sib  L.  B.  Mosby Holly   Springs Grand  Senior  WBrden. 

Sib  Wm.  Pbiestley Canton Grand  Junior  Wnrden. 

Sib  AV.  H.  Bailey* Winona Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Sib  W.  W.  Mabshaix Winona , Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Sib  R.  a.  Abmisiead Grenada Grand  Warder. 

The  election  of  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  was  deferred  xmtil  after  the 
selection  of  place  for  holding  next  Grand  Conclave.'f 

**  Not  present  for  installation,  and   Sir  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  of  Okolona,  appointed  after 
adjournment, 
t  Sir  Wm.  Murray,  Vicksburg,  was  appointed. 
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Grand  Commander y  of  Mississippi.  19 

On  motion,  the  selection  of  time  and  place  for  holding  next  Grand  Conolaye 
was  made  the  first  special  order  at  afternoon  session. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then,  at  one  o'clock,  declared  adjourned  until  3 
o'clock  p.  M. 


APTHR^OOIK    SBSSIOIK. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
On  motion,  the  selection  of  time  and  place  for  holding  next  Grand  Conclaye 
was  referred  to  the  Grand  Council,  to  be  hereafter  determined  and  announced. 

BACK   DUES   07  MEMBEBS   BEINSTATED. 

The  Grand  Recorder,  by  request  of  Sir  J.  D.  Miles,  E.  C.  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery No.  2,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  where  Subordinate  Commanderies  shall  hereafter  reinstate  a 
Sir  Knight  who  had  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery will  not  require  back  due^  on  account  of  same,  and  that  the  several 
Commanderies  are  recommended  to  remit  all  dues  accrued  after  date  of  suspen- 
sion,  inasmuch  as  the  suspended  Sir  Knights  enjoy  no  Commandery  rights  or 
privileges  during  such  period;  and  that  the  Commanderies  be  requested  to 
make  such  action  known  to  all  who  have  been  dropped  from  their  rolls  for 
failure  to  pay  dues. 

On  motion,  the  R.*.  £.'.  Grand  Commander  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
prepare  resolutions  of  thanks  to  all  who  have  extended  courtesies  to  this  Grand 
Body.  Committee— Sirs  C.  M.  Erwin,  J.  M.  Boon,  Wm.  Priestley.  The  Com- 
mittee was  requested  to  report  after  the  installation  of  Grand  Officers  to-night. 

Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  in  behalf  of  Grenada  Commandery,  announced  the  follow- 
ing programme: 

1st.  Procession  through  the  principal  streets,  preceded  by  Arnold's  Band  of 
Memphis. 

2d.  Public  reception  at  Chamberlain  House,  at  9  o'clock  p.  m. 

3d.  Welcome  address  by  Sir  G.  Y.  Freeman,  P.  E.  C,  on  behalf  of  Grenada 
Commandery  No.  15,  and  the  community  generally. 

4th.  Public  installation  of  Grand  Officers. 

5th.  Banquet  and  Ball. 

The  Grand  Commandery  thereupon  took  an  informal  recess  until  6  o'clock  p. 
M.,  when  a  procession  was  formed  for  parade  through  the  principal  streets,  con- 
cluding at  the  Chamberlain  House,  where  the  Sir  Knights  were  considered  "at 
refreshment"  until  9  o'clock  p.  m. 

INSTAIiLATION  OP   GRAND   OPFIOEBS. 

At  9  o'clock  p.  M.,  the  Grand  Commandery  assembled  in  the  long  and  roomy 
hall-way  on  second  floor  of  the  Chamberlain  House,  where  a  large  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Grenada  had  already  collected.  P.*.  E.*.  C*.  B.  A. 
Vaughan,  acting  as  Grand  Marshal,  introduced  Sir  G.  Y.  Freeman,  who  delivered 
an  eloquent,  chaste,  and  exceedingly  appropriate  address  of  welcome.  The 
several  Grand  Officers  elect  (except  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  not  present)  were 
then  presented  to  and  installed  by  Past  Grand  Commander  Chas.  M.  Erwin. 
As  each  Grand  Officer  installed  was  escorted  to  his  station,  the  band  discoursed 
a  sweet  strain  of  music. 
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20  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

COMPLIMENTABT   BESOLXTTIONB. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  sxiitable  resolntions,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing, which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

To  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  and  Crrarid  Commandery  of  MtssisHppi : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  delegated  the  pleasing  duty  of  expressing  the 
feeling  of  this  Grand  Body  at  the  fraternal  welcome  and  friendly  hospitality 
extended  to  us  during  our  sojourn  here,  would  courteously  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions: 

1st.  Reolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Body  are  eminently  due,  and  are 
hereby  cordialy  tendered  to  the  gallant  Knights,  the  braTe  men  and  fair  women 
of  Grenada  for  their  generous  efforts  to  promote  our  pleasure  while  here,  and 
we  do  assure  them  that  the  memory  of  our  visit  here  will  ever  linger  in  our 
memory  like  a  cool,  green  oasis  in  the  sandy  desert  of  life,  and  the  smiles  of 
the  beautiful  women  will  linger  in  the  hearts  of  our  (unmarried)  Knights  like 
a  burst  of  sunshine  on  a  winter^s  day. 

2d.  Resolred,  That  we  appreciate  the  splendid  music  rendered  by  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  choir  during  our  opening  church  service,  and  hereby 
return  thanks  for  same. 

3d.  Resolve' t^  That  we  hereby  tender  oui  thanks  to  the  various  railroad  linee, 
and  to  that  prince  of  good  fellows,  the  proprietor  of  the  Chamberlain  House, 
for  numberless  courtesies  extended  during  our  present  sitting. 

4th.  Resolved^  That  we  specially  return  thanfes  to  Right  Eminent  Sir  James 
M.  Aglar,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Mo.,  and  to  Asoalon  Commandery  of  St. 
Louis  for  the  courteous  tendering  of  their  headquarters  at  San  Francisco  for 
our  use  during  the  Triennial  Grand  Encampment  of  1883. 

The  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  announced  as  the  following  Committees: 
Templar  Law — Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  G.  Y.  Freeman. 
FoBEioN  CoBBESPONDKNCE — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Wm.  French,  Jas.  T.  Meade. 
After  prayer  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  the  Grand  Commandery,  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock  p.  M.,  adjourned  to  meet  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  hereafter  be 
designated  by  tlie  Grand  Council. 

H.  M.  ROMBERGER, 
Grand  Commander. 
Attest: 


Grand  Recorder, 
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[^BOM  Gbenada  Sentinel,  Mat  12.] 

About  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  hall  of  the  Chamberlin  House  was  filled  to  repletion 
with  an  anxious  assemblage  of  spectators  of  both  sexes,  to  witness  the  installa- 
tion of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  term.  Dr.  Vaughan  introduced  the  several 
Grand  Officers  with  ease  and  dignity,  while  Dr.  Chas.  M.  Erwin  administered 
the  obligations  with  the  calmest  self-possession.  This  being  accomplished, 
Gen.  G.  Y.  Freeman  was  introduced  and  addressed  the  Knights  and  spectators 
for  about  fifteen  minytes,  in  a  vein  of  felicitous  humor,  coupled  with  the  most 
serious  gravity.  His  remarks  were  well  chosen,  and  delivered  with  the  most 
perfect  composure,  and  in  classic  language. 

Then,  the  resolutions  to  be  found  in  another  place,  were  unanimously  passed 
when  the  Gommandery  officially  adjourned,  soon  to  meet  in  social  glee  around 
the  banquet  board.  To  describe  fully  the  tables,  arranged  in  the  form  of  the 
Knight's  Templar  Cross,  with  pyramids  of  delicious  cake,  with  oranges  from 
the  tropics,  apples  from  the  north  in  baskets  of  shining  silver,  with  the  richest 
and  most  fragrant  roses  and  other  floral  offering  of  rarest  colors  and  richest 
odor,  produced  an  artistic  scene  almost  enchanting  in  its  effects.  The  bill  of 
fare  throughout  was  in  the  best  methods  of  cuisine,  and  reflected  great  credit 
upon  the  taste  of  Dr.  Peeples  as  a  public  caterer.  It  was  the  general  decision 
that  it  was  the  most  elegant  and  liberal  feast  ever  prepared  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

After  feasting  for  an  hour  or  more,  the  floors  of  the  large  hall  were  cleared 
for  action,  and  then  began  a  scene  of  beauty  and  grace  that  may  be  called  the 
poetry  of  motion.  To  the  sound  of  ravishing  music,  lithe  forms  of  fair  maidens 
floated  through  the  many  changes  of  the  mazy  dance  with  the  ease  of  sylphs, 
while  young  men  interchanged  smiles  and  positions  with  consummate  skill, 
making  now  and  then  what  seemed  a  tangled  web  in  the  mazy  dance,  which 
disappeared  at  the]gentle  touch  of  Terpsichore's  magic  wand.  Thus,  like  flitting 
shadows  of  varying  forms  and  colors,  the  belles  and  beaux  floated  through  the 
hall  in  measured  step  to  the  delightful  sounds  of  music.  Never  did  our  own 
fair  maidens  appear  so  bewitching,  and  as  distance  lends  enchantment  to  the 
view,  BO  those  from  abroad  shone  with  the  additional  grace  of  lovely  strangers, 
while  plumed  Knights  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  brave  and  gallant  as  their 
ancient  prototypes  under  the  banners  of  Richard  and  Godfrey,  mingled  in 
manly  pride  with  the  fairy  throng. 

We  state  with  pleasure  that  Arnold's  String  Band,  of  Memphis,  was  on  hand 
and  discoursed  delicious  music,  and  perhaps  we  are  not  saying  too  much  when 
we  state  that  it  is  composed  of  nice  gentlemen,  as  well  as  highly  cultivated 
mnsioians. 

In  conclusion,  no  more  elegant  and  costly  entainment  ever  won  the  admira- 
tion of  our  people.  From  first  to  last,  everything  was  managed  with  the  great- 
est ease  and  most  admirable  adaptation.  There  were  no  blunders  or  mistakes 
to  mar  for  a  moment  the  even  flight  of  the  roseate  hours  as  they  scattered  from 
their  light  pinions  smiles  of  joy  and  flashes  of  love. 
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RETURNS    OF 

SUBORDINATE   COMMANDERIES 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27  1882 


(INCLUDING  OFFICERS  FOR  1883) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1— Jackson,  Hinds  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Monday  night  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1883. 

JohnMcGill E.  C.     H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  b.  o Treasurer. 

Jno.  M.  Smylie Gen*o.     Oliver  Clifton,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

James  M.  McKe« C.  G.     James  Shelton,  p.  e.  c St.  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  o Prelate.     W.  S.  Hamilton Sw.  Bearer. 

Geo.  8.  Green,  p.  e.  o S.  W.     R.  F.  McGill Warder. 

M.  F.  Ash,  p.  E.  o J.  W.    J.  M.  Cain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — Thos.  Palmer,  Jno.  T.  Buck,  R.  L.  Saunders, 
Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  J.  A.  Webb. 

Membebs — W.  B.  Baldwin,  R.  Bradley,  W.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  J.  C.  Cameron,  J.  A. 
Galbreath,  Sr.,  J.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Gibbs,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  N.  Greener, 
J.  S.  Hamilton,  W.  C.  Harrell,  C.  J.  Heuck,  J.  R.  Holloman,  J.  A.  Hoskins.  C. 
Johnson,  David  Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Luther  Manship,  J.  H. 
Monfourt,  R.  C.  Pendergrast,  G.  Smalshaf,  W.  B.  Taylor,  W.  H.  Tegarden— 
Total,  40. 

Obdebs  Confebbed — G.  Smatshaf . 

Died— John  H.  Echols,  January  29,  1882. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $47  00 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDEY,  No.  2— Vioksbxjbo,  Wabben  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1883. 

J.  D.  Miles E.  C.  H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

I.  Hardy Gen*o.  Jno.  Powell,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

Jas.  H.  King C.  G.  H.  V.  Horton St.  Bearer. 

F.  Speed,  p.  e.  c Prelate.  J.  J.  Hays Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  e.  c,  p.  o.  o S.  W.  C.  E.  Thomas Warder. 

Wm.  French,  p.  e.  c,  p.  g.  o J.  W.  Wm.  Murray Sentinel. 
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24  Returns  of  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

Past  Eminent  Commandes — T.  G.  Birchett,  AV.  S.  Patton,  p.  z.  c,  p.  g.  c  ,  G- 
G.  Manlove. 

Membebs — F.  M.  Andrews,  Jaa.  H.  Beresford,  G.  W.  Bookout,  Jas.  W.  Beaty, 
W.  M.  Chamberlain,  E.  C.  Carroll,  S.  H.  Childress,  H.  Denio,  Jos.  R.  Eakins,  C. 
C.  Floweree,  F.  M.  Featherston,  C.  E.  Grant,  T.  J.  Harper,  J.  T.  Heard,  W.  S. 
Harris.  J.  L.  Hebron,  R.  E.  Harris,  J.  E.  Halbert,  E.  P.  Jones,  Geo.  M.  Klein, 
W.  W.Lord,  W.  V.  McCray,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Sr.,  Charles  Pare,  M.  R.  Payne, 
Thomas  Rigby,  W.  H.  Richardson,  Wm.  Richards,  Geo.  H.  Rigby,  C.  A.  Rica, 
Geo.  H.  Smith,  W.  J.  Smith,  J.  R.  Smith,  Wm.  M.  Vosburg,  H.  W.  Wilson,  C.  G. 
Wright— Total  50. 

(.)BDEas  CoNFEBBED — J.  E.  Halbort. 

Reinstated — W.  V.  McCray. 

DiED-W.  E.  M.  Linfield,  March  16th,  1882;  J.  T.  Taylor,  April  22d,  1882;  L. 
A.  Ctimpbell,  September  7th,  1882. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — D.  H.  Alverson,  M.  T.  Anderson,  Sims 
Coate,  D.  B.  Nailor,  H.  E.  O'Reilley,  W.  D.  Wilson. 
Due.^  to  Grand  Commandery 860  OO 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY  No.  3-Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Officebb  fob  1883. 

C.  Oltenburg,  p.  e.  o E.  C.    R.  H.  Barker Treasurer. 

R.  H.  Montgomery Gen'o.    Jno.  Belford Recorder- 

P.  A.  Leindholm C.  G.    W\  F.  Stigler St  Bearer. 

T.  S.  Wright Prelate.    H.  P.  Davis Sw.  Bearer. 

T.  W.  Smith,  p.  e.  o S.  W. Warder. 

J.  T.  Meade,  b.  e.  o.  c J.  W.     F.  Q.  Mercer,  p.  e.  g.  c Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — L.  C.  Abbott. 

Membebs — D.  H.  Allen,  J.  D.  Dabney,  M.  L.  Harman,  Geo.  G.  Jones,  B.  EL 
McGee,  David  Mitchell,  C.  T.  Murphy,  Jno.  Shackleford— Total  20. 

Died— R.  M.  Murphy,  October  22d,  1882. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $20  00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY  No.  4— Hollx  Spbinos,  Mabshaul  Couhtt. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Ofpioebs  fob  1883. 

J.  M.  Boon,  p.  E.  o E.  C.    J.  B.  Johnson Treasurer. 

J.  R.  McCarroU Gen*o    L.  B.  Mosby,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

J.  G.  Leach C.  G.    J.  H.  Morgan St  Bearer. 

A.  D.  Bailey Prelate.    W.  H.  Newell Sw.  Bearer. 

G.  C.  Myers S.  W.     S.  H.  Pryor Warder. 

M.  H.  Leach J.  W.    J.  H.  Athey Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandeb — J.  T.  Fant 

Membebs— J.  P.  Alvis,  J.  M.  Brooks,  T.  L.  Bennett,  R.  P.  Bowen,  J.  P.  Cherry, 
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J.  R.  Denty,  W.  J.  Falkner,  Frank  Ferrell,  W.  S.  Featherston,  Thos.  H.  Gregg, 
J.  M.  McDonald,  A.  B.  McCroaky,  R.  McGowan,  T.  J.  Malone,  R.  B.  Miller,  T. 
B.  Parker,  R.  Roth,  R.  S.  Stith,*  H.  B.  Whitehead,  E.  J.  Wilkerson,  A.  Q. 
Witherfl,  J.  L.  Wilson— Total  36. 

Okdees  Confkbbed — J.  P.  Alvis,  J.  H.  Athey,  A.  D.  Bailey,  J.  P.  Cherry,  M. 
H.  Leach,  J.  H.  Morgan,  G.  C.  Myers,  R.  Roth. 

DiMiTTED — J.  T.  Whitehead,  p.  e.  c. 

DIE^— P.  J.  Eckles,  March  26,  1882. 
Dues  to  Grand  <>o:nmandery $75  00 

*  Was  omitted  in  last  Return, 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY,  No.  5— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1883". 

F.  S.  Shaw E.  C.     Robert  8.  Dixon Treasurer. 

George  T.  Rehn Gen'o.     Charles  F.  Merrick Recorder. 

John  R.  Bledsoe C.  G.    E.  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

E.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  o.  o Prelate.     A.  R.  Tyler Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  McDowell S.  W.    Wm.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  o Warder. 

Wm.  H.  Stewart,  p.  e.  o J.  W.    Jacob  Peebles Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — C.  T.  Chamberlain,  John  A.  Dicks. 
Membebs — T.  Jeff.  Adams,  G.  J.  Bahin,  A.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  Henry 
Clarke,  L.  8.  Cornwall,  A.  V.  Davis,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  J.  S.  Douglass,  A.  H.  Foster, 

F.  F.  Towler,  C.  F.  Farrar,  Thomas  Grafton,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  James  Hardie,  Y. 
8.  C.  Hussey,  Joseph  Hahn,  C*  8.  Kinney,  G.  W.  Eoontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  G. 
Learned,  E.  A.  Lftwrence,  T.  Q.  Munce,  O.  8.  Miles,  H.  C.  Norman,  Wm.  Noonan, 

G.  B.  Rocca,  S.  H.  Shaw,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  E.  J.  Vancourt,  Wash.  Weir,  W.  L.  Wells, 
E.  L.  Whitney,  F.  K.  Winchester— Total  48. 

Obdebs  Confebbed — George  T.  Rehn. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $53  00 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Watbb  Vai^let,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offickbs  fob  1883. 

Joel  Croom E.  C.    J.  F.  Duff Treasurer. 

8.  B.  Brown Gen'o.    H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  b.  o Recorder. 

W.  H.  Biles C.  G.    J.  B.  Hudspeth St  Bearer. 

W.  F.  Palmer Prelate.     D.  R.  Wagner Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Pate,  p.  E.  o 8.  W.    Dan.  T.  Fry Warder. 

Harry  Gibbons J.  W.    T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  b.  o Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — J.  K.  Fulson,  H.  E.  Wagner. 

Membebs— J.  L.  Eskridge,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  Jno.  L.  Kirby,  W.  P.  Painter,  W. 
C.  Shackleford,  F.  W.  Weatherly,  Henry  White,  J.  F.  White,  L.  R.  Wilson,  P.  D. 
Woods— Total  24. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $24  00 
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WINONA  COMMANDERY,  No.  7— Winona,  Montoomebt  Cotjktt. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Fridaj  of  each  month. 

Oefioebs  fob  1888. 

Chae.  M.  Erwin,  p.  o.  o E.  C.    W.  W.  Marshall Treasurer. 

Frank  Hawkins,  Sr Gton^o.    Frank  Hawkins,  Jr ........ .  Recorder. 

T.  H.  Walker C.  G.    L.  Bailey St.  Bearer. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate.    D.  L.  Sweatman Sw.  Bearer. 

V.  C.  Butt S.  W.    James  T.  Lay Warder. 

C.  H.  Campbell. • , J.  W.     John  Killingsworth Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  CoiotANDiais — J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P.  Tnmer. 

Membebs — V.  A.  Atkinson,  Will  H.  Bailey,  o.  st.  b.,  A.  M.  Barrington,  J.  B. 
Binford,  J.  M.  Ellis,  S.  N.  Ely,  C.  S.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Y.  Marshall,  O. 
J.   Moore,  J.  Y.  Oliver,  R.  D.  Palmer,  F.  M.  Shryock,  Geo.  A.  Spivey,  Aug. 
Vanghan,  D.  D.  Wilkins— Total  30. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $30  00 


DE  MOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndbs  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1883. 

B.  A.  Vaughan E.  C.  D.  D.  L.  Quinn Treasurer. 

C.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  e.  c Gen*o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  E.  Leigh C.  G.  E.  T.  Sykes St.  Bearer. 

Q.  W.  Cox,  p.  o.  o Prelate.  H.  Osborn Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  C.  Munger 8.  W.  Thos.  Tracev Warder. 

W.  A.  Moore J.  W.  D.  D.  L.  Quinn. . . .  : Sentinel 

Membebs— A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  G.  A.  Evans,  N.  M.  Gooch,  E.  F^  Kemp 
J.  H.  Lawrence,  H.  C.  Long,  J.  A.  Martin,  W.  E.  Rodwell,  J.  W.  Soady,  H.  M. 
Teasdale,  L.  M.  Tucker,  R.  F.  Hudson— Total  24. 

Affiliated — H.  Osborne. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $24  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No.  10— Okolona,  Chickasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1883. 

P.  M.  Savery,  p.  o.  o E.  C.    T.  W.  Williams Treasurer. 

J.  W.  Buchanan,  p.  e.  o Gen'o.     C.  C.  Ross Recorder. 

Jno.  McCurley C.  G.    Jno.  S.  Cobb St.  Bearer. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     B.  S.  Trice Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  N.  Buchanan S.  W.    W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  e,  o Warder. 

A.  Babbitt,  p.  e.  o J.  W.     Frank  Burkitt,  p.  e.  o '. .  Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — R.  M.  Young,  E.  M.  Walker. 

Membebs- G.  W.  Bashaw,  S.  H.  Burge,  J.  W.  Bowen,  W.  B.  Barker,  R.  B, 
Brannin,  Thomas  E.  Cameron,  R.  C.  Cunningham,  J.  L.  Finley,  A.  H.  French, 
W.  H.  Gilmore,  C.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  A.  G.  Harkreader,  H.  W.  Hunter,  J. 
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R.  Johnson,  A.  J.  Moore,  J.  A.  Mooser,  H.  O.  Mendenhall,  A.  J.  MoWilliams^ 
Oeorge  Murphy,  John  P.  Porter,  O.  N.  Simpson,  B.  A.  P.  Selman,  E.  L.  Sykes, 
S.  T.  Sykes,  J.  M.  Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  S.  H.  Taylor,  H.  W.  Waldrop,  Andrew 
Wood— Total  44. 
Dnes  to  Qrand  Commandery |44  00 


KOSCIUSKO  COMMANDERY,  No.  11— Kosciusko,  Attala  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  Friday  night  on  or  before  fall  moon  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  roB  1883. 

J.  C.  Lnoas E.  C.    W.  V.  Davis,  p.  e.  o Treasurer. 

J.  P.  Irving Gen'o.    John  Riley,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

M.  A.  Clarj^  p.  b.  o C.  G.     I.  W.  Scarborough. St  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Thompson,  p.  b.  o Prelate.    John  B.  Davis Sw.  Bearer. 

D.  L.  Smythe,  p.  b,  o j S.  W.    S.  C.  Conly,  p.  b.  o Warder. 

L.  Glazier J.  W.    J.  N.  Taylor SentineL 

Past  Eminent  Cokmandbb — David  Carr. 

Membbbs — *J.  H.  Alexander,  Wm.  Allen,  John  C.  Ashley,  W.  W.  Baccus,  Jas. 
G.  CarUsle,  F.  M.  Glass,  Jas.  G.  Riley,  Jas.  G.  SaUis,  E.  F.  Shuler— Total,  48. 

DiMiTTED — J.  M.  Lewis,  p.  e.  c,  J.  F.  Short. 

Suspended  pob  Non-Payment  op  Dubs — J.  S.  Comfort,  Jas.  Meggs. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $23  00 

*  Omitted  last  year. 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  3d  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  For  1883. 

William  Priestley,  p.  b.  o E.  C.    A.  N.  Parker Treasurer. 

Robert  H.  Hoffman Gen'o.    L.  Schneider Recorder. 

J.  T.  Bond C.  G.    J.  W.  Ellis St.  Bearer. 

Thomas  A.  Phillips Prelate.    John  T.  Priestley Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Mills S.  W.    C.  Olsen Warder. 

John  W.  Yeargain,  p.  e.  o J.  W.    John  R.  Cameron Sentinel. 

Membbbs — S.  A.  Arnold,  John  T.  Cameron,  W.  C.  Day,  W.  D.  Ferris,  A.  M. 
Gurley,  A.  J.  Ghiice,  D.  B.  Harris,  John  Hart,  J.  H.  Lockett,  Jas  Newbaker,  J.  J. 
Richards,  George  W.  Thompson— Total,  24. 

Obdebs  Confebbed^A.  N.  Parker. 

Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $29  00 


CCEUR  Db  LION  COMMANDERY,  No.  13— Poet  Gibson,  Claibobne  County. 
Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1883. 

Wm.  Brown,  Jr E.  C.  N.  S.Walker Treasurer. 

John  H.  Gordon Gen'o.  Wm.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

A.  K.  Burnet C.  G.  R.  A.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones Prelate.  John  W.  Andrews Sw.  Bearer. 

S.  M.  Briscoe S.  W.  Stephen  Thrasher Warder. 

W.  F.  Burnet J.  W.  Charles  Hoffer Sentinel. 
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Membbbs— F.  H.  Footo,  John  G.  Jones,  W.  B.  Lewis,  A.  Sager— Total,  16. 
DiMiTTKD — E.  H.  Monnger. 

DiEi>— John  V.  McPherson,  24th  September,  1882. 
Suspended  fob  Unmasonio  Conduct — Jas.  0.  Bertron,  E.  F.  Price. 
Dues  to  Qrand  Gommandery $16  00 


GRENADA  COMMANDERY,  No.  15— Grenada,  Grenada  County. 

Regular  Conclaves, of  each  month. 

Officebs  fob  1883. 

R.  A.  Armistead E.  C.    John  George Treasurer. 

R.  Highgate Gen'o.     B.  C.  Adams.  Jr.,* Recorder. 

Wm.  McSwine C.  G.    R.  N.  Owen St.  Bearer. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  e.  c Prelate.     B.  F.  Thomas Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  F.  Moore* S.  W.    R.  P.Lake Warder. 

H.  H.  McKee* J.  W.    J.  S.  Kettle* Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — G.  Y.  Freemen,  C.  A.  Pardue. 

Membebs— Jehn  L.  Collins,  J.  J.  Slack,  L,  R.  Turner — Total,  15. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — John  H.  Howie. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Companions  Knighted 12 

Reinstated 1 

Affiiliated 1 

Died 7 

Dimitted 4 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues 9 

Suspended  for  unmasonio  conduct 2 

Total  membership  December  27,  1882 894 

Total  dues  to  Grand  Commandery $460  00 


Note — ^W.  C.  Chamberlin  and  S.  H.  Green,  in  membership  last  report,  are  not 
accounted  for.  If  still  members,  the  correct  total  is  15,  and  dues  $15.  Those 
marked  thus*  were  Knighted  in  February,  1883,  and  fees  for  same  will  be  paid 
for  said  year.  Gb.  Rboobdbb. 
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REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


To  the  Grand  Commandtry  of  Missmippi : 

The  andersigned,  your  Committee  on  Frateraal  Correspondence,  respectfully 
submits  that  the  preparation  of  this  report  has  been  undertaken  under  most 
nnfaTorable  conditions — the  result  of  severe  illness;  indeed  at  one  time  the 
writer  entertained  grave  apprehensions  that  he  would  write  no  more  reports  of 
any  sort  on  this  side  the  grave.  But  God  has  been  better  to  him  than  he  de- 
served, and  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  finish  the  work  assigned  him.  Owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  we  felt  able  to  begin  our  work,  our  report  will 
necessarily  be  brief,  but  this  fact  will  doubtless  be  no  damper  upon  its  recep- 
tion.   With  these  few  remarks  we  will  now  proceed  to  investigate  the  doings  of 


A  L  A  B  A  M  A— 1882. 


Forty-Second  Annual  at  Tuskegee,  Wednesday,  May  17th.  Present:  R/.  E.*. 
S.  H.  Beasley,  Q.  C;  Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  Beasley  is  short.  He  pays  a  feeling 
tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the  recent  dead  of  his  own  and  other 
commands,  incidentally  remarking:  ^^How  forcibly  are  we  reminded  that 
death  has  no  autumn  in  which  alone  he  puts  in  the  sickle.  The  veteran  of 
almost  four-score  years,  and  he  whose  head  is  touched  with  the  frosts  of  sixty 
winters,  and  they  in  the  prime  of  manhood  and  in  the  zenith  of  their  labors 
and  usefulness,  are  alike  cut  down.     Be  ye  also  ready,^^ 

No  question  of  law  and  no  decisions.  Proceedings  local.  The  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  our  distinguished  friend.  Sir  Sayre,  and 
like  all  productions  of  his,  is  first-class.  He  notices  Mississippi  for  1881,  and 
approves  the  action  of  Sir  Benbrook  in  refusing  to  allow  a  Sir  Knight  to  be 
spliced  under  an  arch  of  steel.  He  pitches  into  Sir  Power  for  not  giving  more 
name  and  less  title  to  his  minutes.  We  are  unable  to  understand  the  craving 
of  Sir  Daniel  for  the  publication  of  Christian  names  in  full  when  the  initials 
G.  W.  J.  Armstrong  would  do  as  well  as  to  waste  ink  and  fill  space  by  putting 
George  Washington  Jackson  Armstrong.  We  are  too  poor  to  indulge  in  the 
luxury. 

Sir  DaniePs  regrets  for  saying  anything  about  Crytic  Masonry  in  Mississippi 
are  unnecessary,  as  we  understood  him  perfectly,  and  took  no  exceptions  to 
what  he  did  say.  Our  last  Grand  Chapter  put  an  effectual  quietus  on  the 
resurrection  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Mississippi,  hence  it  is  unnecessary  to 
speak  of  the  action  of  last  year. 

Sir  Dan'l  Smith,  G.'.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 
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CONNECTICUT— 1881. 

Unfortunately  for  Connecticut,  we  failed  to  receive  his  pamphlet  last  year  in 
time  for  our  report,  hence  proceedings  for  both  years,  1881-'82,  must  now  pass 
in  review  before  us. 

The  Fifty-Fourth  Annual  in  Meriden,  March  16th,  1881,  with  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Chas.  W.  SkiflP,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jno.  W.  Stedman,  Grand  Recorder,  and 
a  full  delegation  from  the  Subordinates,  quite  a  lot  of  Past  Officers  and  sundry 
Grand  Representatives.  The  address  of  the  Q,\  C.\  is  quite  lengthy  and  de- 
voted almost  exclusively  to  local  officers.  The  Order  seems  to  be  alive  and 
healthy  in  the  wooden-nutmeg  State.     Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  that  ready  writer,  Grand 
Recorder  J.  W.  Stedman,  in  which  he  reviews  the  doings  of  most  of  the  Grand 
Commanderies,  the  Grand  Encampment  and  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada. 
Mississippi,  1880,  receiving  duo  attention.  Referring  to  the  baptismal  episode 
at  Holly  Springs,  Sir  John  very  sensibly  remarks: 

"  It  is  not  for  us  to  condemn  a  proceeding  of  this  kind,  but  it  has  rather  a 
rural  and  primitive  look,  and  is  generally  impracticable  and  incongruous- 
Imagine,  for  instance,  a  company  of  armed,  plumed  and  belted  Knights,  with 
drawn  swords,  around  a  baptismal  font,  when  the  central  figure  is  a  vocifer- 
ous baby  of  ten  pounds  or  less.  There  are  those  who  would  not  be  very 
solemnly  impressed  by  it." 

Just  so.    He  quotes,  without  approval,  Sir  Erwin's  plea  for  more  fuss  and 
feathers,  and  refers  briefly  to  Sir  Paxton's  unique  report. 
R.-.  E.-.  N.  J.  Welton,  G.  C;  Sir  Stedman,  Grand  Recorder. 


Fifty-Fifth  Annual,  at  Danbury,  March  21st;  R.*.  E.*.  N.  J.  Welton,  G.*.  C.-.; 
Sir  J.  W.  Stedman,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  large  delegation  of  all  ranks  and 
conditions. 

The  address  of  G.*.  C.'.  is  an  elegant  paper,  devoted  principally  to  local  mat- 
ters. He  pays  just  tribute  to  the  virtues  and  memory  of  Sir  James  A.  Garfield. 
We  note  with  regret  that  he  permitted  some  of  his  Subordinates  to  cut  a  swell 
in  their  good  clothes  and  feathers  on  the  occasion  of  the  Centennial  Anniver- 
sary of  the  battle  of  Groton  Heights  !  Our  views  have  been  so  often  expressed  in 
regard  to  this  sort  of  thing,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  record 
our  disgust  at  this  prostitution  of  our  Order  to  the  level  of  a  ward  club.  Much 
space  in  the  address  and  proceedings  is  taken  up  with  matters  connected  with 
the  unvailing  of  the  statue  to  Sir  Thos.  H.  Seymour,  which  occasion  was  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Proceedings  local.  The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  the 
work  of  Grand  Recorder  Stedman,  and  digests  the  doings  of  thirty-two  Grand 
Commanderies,  Mississippi  for  1881  among  the  number.  He  quotes  largely 
from  our  proceedings,  and  remarks,  in  noticing  our  report,  that  we  need  expect 
no  sympathy  from  Connecticut  in  our  travail  under  the  operation  of  the  forty 
page  law.  Sir  John  gets  up  an  excellent  report,  and  we  regret  that  he  has 
decided  to  be  relieved  from  all  official  Masonic  duty  for  the  coming  year.  A 
portrait  of  our  venerable  frater  and  friend  adorns  the  first  page  of  the  Con- 
necticut pamphlet,  and  our  Connecticut  brethren  showed  their  appreciation  of 
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honest  worth  by  electing  Sir  John  to  the  office  of  Grand  Commander,  which 
he  declined  to  accept,  as  above  stated. 

R/.  E.*.  Sir  A.  C.  Golding,  Grand  Commander;    E/.  Sir  Jo3.  K.   Wheeler, 
Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C. 


CALIFORNIA— 1882. 


Forty-Fourth  Annual  at  San  Francisco,  April  18th.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir 
Edward  Richard  Hedges,  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder, 
together  with  all  the  Grand  Officers  except  the  Warder,  a  host  of  Past  Grand 
Officers  and  delegates  from  every  Subordinate  Commandery. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  undoubtedly  the  ablest  document 
of  the  kind  that  we  have  ever  read.  It  abounds  in  the  noblest  sentiments  of  a 
pure  morality,  is  full  of  wisdom  and  replete  with  the  best  suggestions  for  the 
welfare  of  the  Order,  and  contains  an  itemized  account  of  all  his  acts  as  Grand 
Commander.  There  is  much  of  it  that  would  adorn  these  pages  and  be  of 
benefit  to  you,  but  we  are  too  poor  to  indulge.  He  reports  the  Order  exception- 
ally vigorous  and  healthy  in  California,  which  is  easily  accounted  for  when  we 
remember  that  the  Triennial  Blow-out  comes  off  in  San  Francisco  next  August. 
He  don't  believe  in  allowing  Templars  to  participate  as  such  on  any  but  Ma- 
sonic or  religious  occasions.  The  address  is  quite  lengthy  and  as  full  of  good 
things  as  is  an  egg  of  meat. 

Much  of  the  proceedings  is  taken  up  with  matters  relating  to  the  approach- 
ing meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  Indeed  our  California  Fraters  have 
had  Triennial  on  the  brain  for  nearly  three  years.  We  only  hope  that  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Grand  Encampment  among  them  may  not  result  in  the  utter 
demoralization  of  the  Templars  of  the  Pacific  States. 

Grand  Recorder  Caswell  submitted  one  of  his  admirable  reports  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  in  which  he  passes  upon  the  transactions  of  thirty-one  Grand 
Commanderies — Mississippi  for  1881  receiving  her  due  share  of  attention. 
He  quotes  approvingly  from  the  address  of  Sir  Benbrook,  Sir  Power's  and  our 
report,  all  of  which  is  gratifying.  Referring  to  the  marrriage  under  the  Arch 
of  Steel  matter  he  says:  "We  thought  the  summit  of  absurdity  had  been 
reached  in  the  so-called  baptisms  under  Templar  auspices,  but  a  Templar  mar- 
riage Hakes  the  cake.' "  For  Sir  Caswell's  kindly  remarks  about  us  we  feel 
duly  grateful.  Sir  C.  gets  up  a  most  excellent  report  and  we  leave  it  with 
regret. 

Sir  Chas.  F.  Scott  is  G.*.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Correspondence  con- 
tinued. 


COLORADO— 1882. 


Seventh  Annual  Conclave  at  Denver,  September  22d.  Present:  Sir  Michael 
Spangler,  G.\  C.'.;  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Recorder;  a  full  staff  and  dele- 
gates from  all  the  subordinates. 

The  address  is  short  and  sweet.  Under  head  of  dispensations,  we  note  his 
refusal  to  allow  a  Subordinate  Commandery  "to  appear  in  public  parade  upon 
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oommemoration  service  on  the  life  and  death  of  Sir  Knight  J.  A.  Garfield." 
This,  we  take  it,  is  flying  to  the  other  extreme.  There  was  certainly  no  impro- 
priety in  the  Sir  Knights*  desire  to  thns  pnblidy  attest  their  appreciation  for 
the  worth  and  worthiness  of  a  distinguished  but  deceased  frater.  What  we  are 
in  favor  of  is  that  happy  medium  attained  in  the  marriage  of  Miss  Jane 
Lemon  to  Mr.  Ebenezer  Sweet,  about  which  the  poet  so  beautifully  sings: 

"How  happily  extremes  do  meet 
In  Jane  and  Ebenezer; 
Now,  she^s  no  longer  sour,  but  Sweet, 
And  he's  a  Lemon  squeezer." 

Proceedings  local.  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  H.  M.  Orahood,  and 
briefly  notices  the  proceedings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Commanderies,  not  in- 
cluding Mississippi.     The  Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Sir  M.  H.  Fitch,  G.*.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Correspondence  con- 
tinued. 


CANADA— 1882. 


Seventh  Annual  Assembly  of  tlie  National  Great  Priory  met  at  Montreal, 
October  7th.     M.'.  E.-.  Sif  Knight  J.  B.  MacLeod  Moore,  G.*.  P.". 

The  address  is  an  able  and  interesting  paper,  containing  a  fund  of  valuable 
information.  There  are  many  passages  which  we  would  be  glad  to  incorpo- 
rate into  this  report,  but  time  and  space  forbid.  Proceedings  local.  Order 
prosperous.  An  exhaustive  and  deeply  interesting  report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence was  submitted  by  Sir  G.  H.  F.  Dartnell,  in  which  the  proceedings  of 
twenty-seven  Grand  Bodies  are  carefully  and  courteously  reviewed — Mississippi 
for  1881  among  the  number. 

Great  Prior  and  Chancellor  as  before. 


ILLINOIS— 1882. 


Twenty-Sixth  Annual  at  Chicago,  October  24th.  Present:  R/.  E.'.  Sir  L.  L. 
Munn,  G.'.  C.*.;  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  Grand  Recorder,  and  the  Representatives  of 
fifty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  an  exhaustive  review  of  his  official  acts, 
and  judging  from  the  number  of  special  dispensations  grante<.l,  (seventy)  we 
think  he  should  have  been  paid  a  liberal  salary.  Our  Fraters  of  Illinois  seem 
to  be  a  lively  and  social  set — many  of  these  dispensations  being  for  the  pur- 
pose of  allowing  them  to  visit  each  other  and  have  a  good  time.  Among  others, 
we  note  one  to  Galesburg  Commandery  to  act  as  escort  to  "the  unarmed  veter- 
ans on  decoration  day,  May  30th,  1882,  provided  no  armed  military  company  is 
present  for  that  duty."  "NVe  had  something  to  say  on  this  same  subject  last 
year,  and  had  hoped  that,  not  what  we  said,  but  the  innate,  good,  practical 
barnyard  sense  of  our  Illinois  Fraters  would  convince  them  of  the  utter  absurd- 
ity of  such  buncombe  performances  as  this.  We  will  wager  a  pint  of  pindara 
that  there  were,  in  the  same  community  on  that  same  30th  day  of   May,  1882, 
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the  widows  and  fatherless  children  of  other  veterans  who  had  sealed  their  deyo- 
tion  to  their  country  with  their  li/e-hlood,  who,  if  not  suffering  for  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  yet  obtained  them  only  by  services  rendered  these  doughty  Knights 
of  the  escort  at  less  than  half  their  value.  We  may  be  in  error  in  this,  but  our 
Imowledge  of  human  nature  and  modem  patriotism  inclines  us  to  think  we  are 
about  right.  We  were  in  Uncle  Sam*s  service  and  carried  a  musket  in  the  last 
scrimmage,  but  we  would  hate  like  blazes  to  trust  our  wife  and  baby  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  these  veteran-escorting  Templars.  We  would  like  to  make  a 
few  remarks  right  here  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  general  government  and 
the  party  in  power  towards  the  white  in  juxtaposition  to  the  colored  soldiers  of 
the  late  war,  but  it  would  be  as  improper  for  us  to  do  so  as  it  was  for  our  Qales- 
burg  Fraters  to  make  asses  of  themselves. 

Much  space  is  devoted  to  the  Garfield  Monument  Association  and  the  Myers- 
Grant-Tactics-G.*.  £.*.  Dean-Parvin-Kentucky  controversy,  in  which  latter  we 
feel  no  special  interest  and  presume  you  are  in  the  same  mind.  The  Order  is 
extremely  lively  in  Illinois,  caused  no  doubt  by  hopes  of  participating  in  the 
Triennial  of  this  year.  We  note  in  the  proceedings  that  a  new  officer,  entitled* 
^Drill  Master"  in  the  Subordinate  Oommandery  ha?  been  created.  We  find, 
nothing  of  general  interest  in  the  transactions. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  the  production  of  Sir  Theo.  T.  Gur- 
ney,  and  like  all  its  predecessors,  as  well  as  all  other  literary  productions  f  ronr 
the  same  pure  and  eloquent  source-r-is  first-class  in  every  respect.  From  his 
opening  we  cull  the  following: 

We  sit  at  our  table  this  beautiful  Sabbath  morning,  with  the  sun  warm,  genial, 
and  glistening  a  benediction  upon  the  world.  Looking  out  upon  flowers  and 
foliage,  the  green  carpet  that  decorates  the  front  cf  our  humble  abode,  the^ 
thought  comes  to  mind  that  nothing  has  been  created  without  motive,  and  that 
all  things,  animate  and  inanimate,  have  their  mission.  It  has  been  our  effort,, 
in  a  general  way,  to  impress  this  truth  in  its  application  to  knighthood.  We^ 
believe  the  Commandery  to  be  a  messenger  of  good  will  to  our  race;  organized 
as  an  element  of  strength  to  every  man  who  enters  its  portals.  We  ask  our 
contemporaries  to  give  the  subject  more  of  their  thoughts. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  sentiment  that  the  Commandery  or  Order  is  a  messen- 
ger of  good  when  so  taken  and  accepted  by  its  members;  but  until  more  atten-- 
tion  is  shown  and  regard  manifested  for  its  fundamental  principles  and  pure 
morality,  and  less  to  the  pomp  and  circumstances  of  good  clothes  and  public- 
parades,  the  work  of  evangelization  will  be  anything  but  swift.  Neither  Sir- 
Qumey  nor  we  desire  to  make  of  the  Order  a  church  or  religious  sect,  but  we- 
should  be  glad  to  see  its  members  act  and  live  more  in  consonance  with  their 
views  as  Templars  and  as  members  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian', 
virtues. 

Sir  Qumey's  report  is  a  full  and  comprehensive  review  of  all  the  pamphlets^ 
that  reached  him,  not  including  Mississippi,  which  we  much  regret. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Henry  Turner,  G.*.  C.*.,  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  Committee  as 
before. 


IOWA— 18  82. 

Nineteenth  Annual  met  in  tent  in  the  Encampment  on  the   Fair  Grounds  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  September  13th.    Edwin  E.  Ainsworth,  R.*.  E.*.  G.'.  C*.  presiding! 
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Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  Qrand  Recorder.  Thirty-six  chartered  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  and  five  U.  D.  represented.  The  address  is  able,  and  quite  lengthy, 
and  shows  a  conscientious  and  faithful  discharge  by  him  of  the  duties  of  his 
high  office.  Our  Iowa  fraters  seem  to  have  had  a  good  time,  and  to  have 
enjoyed  camp  life.  The  Order  in  Iowa  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition, 
financially  and  otherwise.  Proceedings  mostly  of  local  interest.  The  report  on 
Correspondence  is  by  Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  and  reviews  the  doings  of  twenty- 
nine  Grand  Bodies  in  his  usual  clear,  courteous  and  comprehensive  style.  We 
regret  that  our  Mississippi  pamphlet  did  not  reach  him  in  time  for  his  report. 

Sir  Henry  W.  Rothert,  R.'.  £.*.  Qrand  Ck>mmander;  Qrand  Recorder  same  as 
before;  Sir  £.  A.  Quilbert,  F.  C. 


KANSAS— 1882. 

Annual  Conclave  at  Topeka,  May  9th.  Present:  R.'.  E.*.  A.  M.  Calaham, 
Qrand  Commander;  £.*.  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder;  a  full  staff,  except 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  Representatives  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Qrand  Commander's  address  is  brief  and  devoted  to  local  matters  prin- 
cipally. He  pays  feeling  tributes  to  ihe  memory  and  worth  of  the  fraternal 
dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions.  He  decided  that  a  Commandery  has 
no  right  to  withhold  a  dimit  from  a  member  under  the  tongue  of  good  report 
and  clear  of  the  books.  We  note  that  he  does  say  the  Commandery  has  not  the 
power  to  deny  the  request  if  they  so  elect.  He  also  decides  that  a  Companion 
with  a  stiff  knee  is  ineligible.  While  this  may  be  good  Templar  law,  it  is  not 
in  accordance  with  our  gospeL  If  the  Companion  is  sound  in  his  vital  parts, 
and  of  good  moral  life  and  character,  we  would  be  in  favor  of  admitting  him. 
To  be  sure  if  he  has  a  game  leg,  he  would  not  be  able  to  cut  as  great  a  swell  on 
parade  as  some  others,  and  might  also  experience  more  difficulty  in  disentang- 
ling his  legs  from  his  sword,  but  while  this  would  be  sad,  yet  the  fact  of  his 
good  moral  character — a  Christian  in  fact — would  in  a  measure  commend  him 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  some  members  who  are  old-fashioned  enough 
to  hold  to  the  doctrine  that  it  is  the  interned  and  not  the  external  qualifications 
of  a  man  that  Masonry  regards.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned  we  would  prefer  a 
good  man  with  a  stiff  leg  to  a  profane,  dissipated  and  ungodly  popinjay,  with 
four  good  ones.  If  this  rule  obtained,  while  we  might  not  catch  so  many 
gudgeons,  our  Order  would  come  much  nearer  accomplishing  its  mission.  We 
notice  the  presence  of  a  balance  of  cash  in  treasury  of  $1,912.10,  and  that 
Templary  is  alive  in  Kansas.  The  Triennial  occupied  much  attention  there  as 
it  does  in  almost  every  Grand  Commandery.     Proceedings  mostly  local. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  the  work  of  our  venerable  friend,  Sir 
Jno.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder,  whose  benignant  phiz  adorns  the  front  page 
of  the  pamphlet.  He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  Sir  Benbrook's  ad- 
dress, and  notes  the  principal  discussions  and  events  of  the  Conclave.  He  is 
pleased  to  commend  our  effort  of  last  year  ('81),  and  honors  us  by  quoting  our 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  parades  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions.  For  his 
esteem  we  are  grateful,  and  for  his  endorsement  we  are  thankful.  It  is  pleasant 
to  have  the  approval  of  men  of  the  character  and  ability  of  Sir  John.  He  will 
pardon  us  for  suggesting  that  a  little  more  Brown  and  a  little  less  scissors 
would  improve  his  report. 
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B.*.  E.-.  Sir  Bam'l  R.  Peters,  G/.  C/.;  Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown,  G.  Eeo.  and  P.  0. 


INDIANA— 188  2. 


Twenty-Eigth  Annnal  at  Indianapolis,  April  25th;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jno.  Hess,  G.'. 
<7.*.;  Sir  Jno.  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Recorder;  no  pro  tem  Staff-Officers;  eight 
Past  Grand  Commanders  and  seven  Past  E.\  G.'.'s;  and  delegates  from  each  of 
the  twenty-eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  were  present. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  a  full,  clear  and  explicit  account  of  his 
administration,  and  is  a  well-written  and  interesting  paper.  A  report  from 
the  Inspector  General  is  appended  to  the  address,  which  shows  an;  onerons  duty 
well  and  faithfully  performed.  From  it  we  learn  that  Templary  in  Indiana  is 
slowly  but  surely  gaining.  Most  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies- are  free 
from  debt  and  haye  quite  respectable  balances  in  their  treasuries.  We  notice 
that  each  one  of  the  twenty-nine  Subordinate  Commanderies  had  three  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  This,  to  us,  is  a  striking 
indication  of  the  interest  in  the  Order  felt  by  its  members  in  that  State.  Would 
that  a  like  interest  were  felt  in  our  own.  Much  space  in  the  pamphlet  is  talien 
up  with  the  names  of  committees,  which  committees  generally  consist  of  nine 
members,  and  no  matter  whether  the  committee  has  had  anything  before  itror 
not  a  report  is  made  and  they  all  sign  it.  We  can  only  account  for  the  extra 
size  of  these  committees  in  the  supposition  that  our  Indiana  fraters  believe 
that  in  a  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety.  Our  observation  inclines  us 
to  the  belief  that  a  committee  of  one  will  do  more  and  better  work  than  one  Of 
three,  five,  nine  or  more;  however,  it  is  none  .of  our  business,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  complain.    Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  a  brain  and 
hand  now  still  in  death,  Sir  Chas  Craft.  A  note  from  Bro.  Power,  a  few 
days  ago,  conveyed  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  sadden  decease  of  oar  esteemed 
and  valued  friend  and  brother.  In  his  death,  not  Indiana  Templars  only,  but 
those  of  every  clime,  kindred  and  race,  have  been  bereaved.  Genial,  generous, 
courteous,  gentle  and  kind,  '^one  knew  him  but  to  love  him,  and  none  named 
him  but  to  praise  him."  Peace  to  his  ashes  and  memory.  May  the  winds 
blow  gently,  the  flowers  bloom  sweetly,  and  the  sod  rest  lightly  over  him  until 
the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  To  the  immediate  family  of  our  deceased 
f  rater  we  tender  the  assurance  of  onr  deep  sympathy,  and  mingle  our  tears  with 
theirs.  In  the  report  before  us  Sir  Craft  digests  the  proceedings  of  thirty- two 
Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi,  for  1881,  incladed — in  his  usual  clear  and 
forcible  style. 

Sir  Sam*l  B.  Sweet,  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


KENTUCKY— 1882. 


Thirty-Fifth  Annual  at  Covington,  May  3d,  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  James  E.  Cantwell 
G.*.  C.*.;  Sir  L.  D.  Croninger,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  short  but  comprehensive  and  explicit;  the  principal  feature 
of  it  is  his  rather  celebrated  order  to  the  Grand  Recorder  not  to  receive  Grand 
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Master  ^'Myera'  Tactics  and  Drill,'*  in  satisfaction  of  the  Statates,  Digest,  etc^ 
mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  make  requisi- 
tion on  Grand  Recorder  Parrin,  or  through  him  on  the  Committee  on  Printing 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  for  the  number  of  copies  of  the  Statutes,  Digest, 
eta,  to  which  the  Grand  Commander/  of  Kentucky  is  entitled.  This  is,  in  our 
opinion,  the  most  pointed  and  merited  rebuke  that  was  eyer  administered  to  an. 
upstart  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority.  We  admire  pluck,  and  are  grate- 
ful to  Sir  Cantwell  for  so  refreshing  our  exhibition  of  it.  We  note  with  pleas- 
ure that  the  Grand  Commandery  sustained  the  Grand  Commander.  Sir  Kt. 
Parvin,  in  swinging  around  the  circle,  put  in  an  appearance  and  made  a  speech 
as  usuaL  Several  other  distinguished  visitors  were  present  and  of  course  mada 
speeches. 
We  find  the  following  in  the  Grand  Recorder's  Report: 

L,  D.  Oroninger,  Grand  JReeorder,  Grand  Commandery  of  KenJtaeky : 

Mt  Deab  Sib  Kt. — In  accordance  with  your  demand  for  the  Code  of  Statutes 
to  which  your  Grand  Commandery  is  entitled  under  the  rule  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment, of  August,  1880,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  wrote  to  G.  M.  and  Dpty. 
G.  •M.,con8titating  a  majority  of  the  committee  having  the  printing  thereof  in 
charge,  asking  for  the  same;  after  waiting  weeks  without  so  much  as  receiving 
a  reply  from  either,  I  have  to  report  the  fact — only  this  and  nothing  more. 
When  you  get  them,  please  advise  me. 

Courteously, 

T.  S.  Pabvtn,  Grand  Recorder. 

Probably  Sir  Knight  Parvin  neglected  to  enclose  a  stamp  to  prepay  postage^ 
for  reply,  or  possibly  those  minions  of  modern  chivalry,  courtesy  and  common 
politeness  did  not  receive  his  letter. 

The  order  seems  to  be  prosperous  in  Kentucky.  Sir  Chas.  R.  Woodruff  pre- 
sented a  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  one  hundred  pages,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  most  of  the  Grand  Bodies  of  Templar  Masonry — Mississippi 
for  1881  receiving  considerable  attention,  and  your  humble  servant  special 
mention.  We  regret  extremely  that  Sir  Woodruff  is  not  satisfied  with  our  style^ 
but  as  it  is  no  part  of  our  duty,  in  this  connection,  to  get  up  a  good  report  and 
in  addition  furnish  Sir  W.  with  sufficient  brains  to  appreciate  it,  we  will  let  the 
matter  rest.  We  are  about  as  free  from  the  sin  of  personalities  as  Sir  W.  is  of. 
accusing  us  of  plagiarism. 

Sir  Thos.  H.  Shirley  is  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  as  before. 


LOUISIANA— 1882. 


Twelfth  Annnni  at  New  Orleans,  February  16.  Sir  Wm.  H.  Chaffe,  R.*.  E.-.. 
Grand  Commander;  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  Richard  Lambert,  Grand  Recorder. 

There  were  present  ten  Past  Grand  Commanders,  five  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Commanders  and  three  Past  Grand  Captain  Generals  by  proxy — allowing  each 
of  the  fifteen  to  have  a  proxy  for  two  on  the  fioor  and  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Louifiiana  becomes  a  remarkable  body  in  point  of  size,  especially  when  we 
consider  that  it  has  only  five  Subordinate  Commanderies.  Proxies  are  a  big* 
thing,  almost  equal  to  reporters  in  a  political  campaign. 

The  address  is  short  and  contains  nothing  of  general  interest,  except  the  de- 
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<5i8ion  of  Grand  Maater  Dean  as  to  whether  a  member  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery  can  vote  himself  and  at  the  same  time  by  proxy,which  decision  being  adverse 
4md  in  accordance  with  common  sense,  but  in  opposition  to  the  mling  of  Grand 
Master  French  in  1862,  which  ruling  was  endorsed  by  the  G/.  E/.,  the  Grand 
Commander  held  that  Q,\  M.'.  Dean's  was  in  abeyance,  hence  everybody  voted 
«arly  and  often. 

Past  Grand  Commander  Homer  presented  a  report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence, covering  nearly  a  page,  in  which  he  goes  for  Maryland  without  gloves 
because  Maryland  characterized  the  proxy  business  as  an  "outrageous  violation 
of  all  the  decencies  of  Masonic  law  and  equity,"  and  described  the  Sir  Knights 
of  Louisiana  as  not  having  enough  good  men  among  them  to  save  the  State 
from  the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  We  do  not  presume  that  our  sarcastic 
Maryland  friend  meant  more  than  a  simple  condemnation  of  what  seems  to 
him  and  others  to  be  a  heresy;  hence.  Sir  Homer's  indignation  is  a  little  off 
«olor.  The  obnoxious  paragraph  was  retumed  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Maryland,  with  the  expressed  hope  that  that  body  could  and  would  wash  its 
hands  of  any  responsibility  therefor;  and  we  shall  see  whether  our  Maryland 
Fraters  have  the  backbone  to  stand  at  their  country's  back  while  he  condemns 
a  wrong. 

Proceedings  local.    Sir  Jos.  P.  Homer,  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  as  before. 


MINNESOTA— 1882. 

Annual  Conclave  at  Red  Wing,  June  4th.  Present:  R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Robert  L. 
McCormick,  G.*.  C.*.;  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder;  a  full  staff,  and 
delegates  from  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  together  with  sundry  Past 
Grand  Officers,  Past  Eminent  Commanders,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Sir  Jno.  W. 
Woodhull,  of  Wisconsin,  was  discovered  in  the  ante-room  pregnant  with  a 
speech,  of  which,  later  on,  he  was  happily  delivered.  Sir  John  is  always  ready 
to  make  a  speech  or  eat  a  good  dinner.  The  day  preceding  the  assembling  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  was  one  of  rational  and  social  intercourse  and  enjoy- 
ment. Processions,  reviews,  refreshments  and  fratemal  greetings  were  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  in  these  festivities  the  wives  and  daughters  and  sweet- 
hearts of  our  brethren  participated.  So  pleasant  a  prelude  assured  a  harmo- 
nious and  interesting  session  of  the  Grand  Body,  which  followed  of  course. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  one  of  the  very  best  we  have  ever  read, 
and  is  an  honor  to  its  author  and  Templar  Masons  of  Minnesota.  Among 
other  matters  discussed  by  him,  he  notices  the  muddle  between  Grand  Recorder 
Parvin,  et  al.,  and  Grand  Master  Dean,  and  indulges  in  some  severe  but  just 
criticism  of  the  extraordinary  performances  of  the  latter  in  his  official  capacity. 
Possibly  when  the  Grand  Master  shall  assume  the  prerogatives  and  privileges 
of  an  autocrat,  as  he  has  attempted  to  do  in  this  matter,  and  when  such  as  he, 
being  in  the  majority  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  shall  legislate  the  few  remain- 
ing rights  of  the  State  and  Subordinate  Commanderies,  then  our  Minnesota 
Fraters  and  others  will  see  the  utter  uselessness  of  the  concern,  coupled  with  its 
general  cussedness.  Referring  to  General  Orders,  No.  8  and  6,  from  Grand 
Master  Dean,  he  says:  "The  above  named  General  Orders  seem  to  be  issued  as 
a  defense  of  the  unauthorized  acts  of  the  Grand  Master.    The  G.'.  C.'.,  as  a 
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matter  of  fact,  has  noTer  adopted  a  ritnai  or  tactics,  and  we  qaestion  wbeftfaer 
the  G.'.  M.*.,  by  his  ipse  dixit,  can  order  any  obsenranoe  not  endorsed  by  the 
Grand  Body,  especially  to  foster  the  schemes  of  booksellers;  and  finding  the 
Grand  Recorder  differing  from  his  views,  not  only  ignoring  him  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  bnt  practically  relieving  him  from  the  ofi&oe  we 
elected  him  to  fill,  by  creating  ihe  unheard  of  Masonic  office  of  Private  Sec- 
retary to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  United  States.  We.  opine  that  when  Grand 
Master  Dean  gets  through  with  this  thing  he  will  be  perfectly  willing  to  admit 
that  he  is  not  as  big  a  man  as  he  thought  he  was.  We  shonld  be  glad  to  copy 
more  from  Sir  McOormick's  address,  which  is  replete  with  good  things,  bat  oor 
space  will  not  permit. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  making  the  tenure  of  office  of  those  ornamental  if 
not  useful  appendages  by  courtesy  entitled  Grand  Bepreaentatives,  extend  from 
one  triennial  of  the  G.*.  E.*.  to  another.    Other  proceedings  locaL 

Sir  A.  T.  0.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder,  submitted  a  lot  of  extracts  from  the 
doings  of  other  Grand  Gommanderies  and  christened  it  a  report  on  F.  G.  He 
gives  Mississippi  for  1882,  pleasant  mention,  and  says  some  flattering  things 
about  us,  which  we  value  most  highly  on  account  of  the  source  from  which  they 
came.  If  we  ever  get  rich  enough  we  propose,  the  Lord  willing,  to  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  the  beautiful  State  of  Minnesota,  shake  hands  with  and  read  Sir 
Pierson  a  lecture  on  hiding  his  light  under  a  bushel,  and  burying  the  talent 
Gk>d  has  given  him. 

Sir  L.  G.  Rogers  is  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  same  as  before. 


MARYLAND-.1882. 


Twelfth  Annual  at  Baltimore,  May  10th.  Present:  Sir  Christian  B.  Eleibaa- 
ker,  G.'.  C.*.;  Sir  T.  C.  Sisco,  Grand  Recorder;  quite  an  array  of  Past  Grand 
Commanders,  the  Representatives  of  Ave  Subordinates,  and  twenty*foiir 
Grand  Gommanderies. 

The  address  is  a  well-written  and  concise  review  of  the  Grand  Commandez's 
administration,  in  which  we  find  nothing  of  great  interest.  Proceedings  loeaL 
The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  x>en  and  brains  of  Sir  W.  T.  Adieo, 
and  digests  the  proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Jurisdictions,  Mississippi  for 
1881  included.  He  says:  ^There  need  be  no  fear  for  the  fnture  of  MiseisBippi 
while  such  clear,  solid  substantial  workers  and  thinkers  as  Sir  Benbrook  wields 
tfie  gavel.**  We  hasten  to  assure  Sir  Adreon  that  tiie  woods  of  Mississippi  ate 
full  of  just  such  men.  Regarding  us  he  shoots  off  his  mouth  as  fbUovs:  The 
report  by  Sir  E.  G.  DeLap  is  crisp,  sharp  and  bracing.  Maryland  is  disposed 
of  in  half  si  page,  for  which  may  the  Lord  make  us  thankfoL  He  is  not  deax 
on  what  we  Marylanders  term  undue  solicitationa,  but  appears  to  think  it  is  in 
a  general  way  intended  to  snatch  a  R/.  A.*.  Mason  baldheaded.  He  then  airily 
disposesof  the  spbject  by  saying:  ^If  the  Grder  is  never  ruined  until  it  is 
accomplished  by  undue  solicitation  of  R.*.  A.*.  Masons  to  join  it,  it  has  an  eter- 
nal lease  of  life."  Now  we  are  glad  to  hear  this;  it  removes  a  great  weight 
from  our  mind;  this  thing  has  been  bothering  us  people,  and  we  thovght  oor 
Orand  Commander  was  right  i&  the  matter.  We  are  undeceived  now  and  leal 
better. 
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There  is  probably  no  pleasure  in  life  so  exquisite  as  the  oonsoionsness  of 
haying  conferred  a  favor  upon  or  relieved  the  distress  of  those  we  love.  Sir 
Adreon's  remarks,  as  quoted  above,  oonvinoee  us  that  we  have  not  lived  in  vain 
and  are  entitled  to  all  the  delight  incident  to  an  obligation  conferred.  Should 
any  other  subject  agitate  or  perplex  the  minds  of  our  Maryland  fraters,  if  Sir 
A.  will  drop  us  a  line  we  will  prescribe  at  once.  Nothing  little  about  us  except 
our  feet  and  income,  and  we  can  readily  supply  Maryland  with  brains  on  de  - 
mand.  Sir  Adreon  gets  up  a  good  report  but  it  would  be  better  if  he  woulji  give 
vent  to  his  own  "phelinks"  a  little  oftener  and  more  freely  than  he  does. 

Sir  William  Augustus  Hamway  is  G.  C;  Sir  Charles  Thomas  Sisco  is  Grand 
Becorder;  and  Sir  William  Tell  Andrews  is  Chairman  P.  C.  Committee. 


MISSOURI— 1882. 


Twenty-flrst  Aimual  at  St  Louis,  Tuesday  May  2d.  Wm.  G.  Hall,  R.*.  E.-., 
Grand  Commander  presiding;  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  Grand  Recorder.  Present,  a 
large  delegation  from  the  Subs,  Sundry  P.*.  £.*.  C.'.,  and  P.'.  G.*.  Commanders, 
and  Sheldon  and  Brown  of  Kansas.  The  last  named  being  ^tinguished  visi- 
tors, and  one  of  them  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  were  treated  to 
an  elegant  address  of  welcome  by  G.  C.  Hare,  to  which  Sir  Sheldon  responded 
in  fitting  terms.  The  Grand  Commander  in  his  opening  says:  *^Sir  Knights, 
the  answer  to  the  ancient  greeting:  Whence  comestThou?  is  still  the  same: 
*From  going  to-and-fro  in  the  earth  and  walking  up  and  down  in  it,*  so  when 
Templars  greet  each  other  and  their  G.  C.  with  'Srhenoe  oometh  thou?*  I  shall 
paraphrase  the  reply  and  answer,  *From  going  to-and-fro*  during  the  past 
Templar  year  among  the  Commanders  of  this  State  and  working  the  road  from 
the  Red  Cross  to  Knights  Templar  and  Knights  of  Malta.  Our  grand,  glorious, 
renowned  and  ancient  Order  is  in  a  flourishing  and  highly  prosperous  condition 
in  every  portion  of  our  jurisdiction."  .  As  the  R.*.  E.'.  uses  the  language  of  an 
individual  of  very  questionable  character  in  stating  his  whereabouts,  it  would 
be  but  fair  to  presume,  in  the  absence  of  any  explicit  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  his  mission  or  object  was  similar  to  that  of  the  individual  referred  to, 
in  getting  recruits  for  Hell.  Happily,  however.  Sir  Hall  was  engaged  in  better 
business.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  following  remark:  ^*The  virtues  upon  which 
our  Masonic  foundation  rests  are  all  practiced  in  the  life,  conduct,  and  conver- 
sation of  our  true  and  valiant  Knights.'* 

He  pays  a  feeling  and  fraternal  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  mag- 
nanimous dead  of  his  own  and  other  Jurisdictions.  He  declined  to  allow  any 
of  his  command  to  appear  in  uniform  on  the  4th  of  July.  He  touches  lightly 
the  Grand  Master — Myers*  Code  Tactics  Muddle — and  while  condemning  the 
action  of  the  G.*.  M.\  yet  gives  him  credit  for  purity  of  motive. 

The  decisions  are  few  but  sensible.  We  find  the  following  sensible  resolution 
in  the  minutes : 

Beso^vedf  That  this  Grand  Commandery  disapproves  the  growing  practice  of 
the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  giving  banquets  when  visited  by  the  Grand 
Commander  or  other  ofilcers,  except  in  connection  with  conferrifig  the  Red 
Gross  on  an  actual  candidate,  and  requaats  that  the  same  ba  discontinued. 
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Which  was  adopted.  The  Grand  TiQasnrer's  aooonnts  zhows  a  balance  of  cash 
in  Treasary  of  |2,829.61 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  : 

Beaolvedy  That  hereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  to  have  printed  and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  annaal  conclave  thereof,  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  such  committee,  and  such  report  may  be  amended  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  before  the  same  be  published  with  the  proceedings. 

We  are  unable  to  see  any  good  as  being  likely  to  result  from  this.  It  simply 
makes  the  Grand  Commandery  responsible  for  the  utterances  of  the  Commandery » 
The  report  will  never  be  road  in  open  Grand  Commandery,  hence,  if  Sir 
Mayo,  or  his  successor,  choose  to  call  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  Mississippi 
a  body  of  fools,  the  chances  are  that  the  misnomer  will  not  be  noticed  by  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Missouri,  and  will  come  to  us  as  the  official  fulmination 
of  that  Grand  Body  and  war  will  result !     Forbid  it  just  heaving  ! 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  fertile  brain  and  pen  of  our 
esteemed  friend  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  and  like  its  predecessors  is  an  exceptionally 
good  one.  He  reviews  the  proceedings  of  the  Templar  World  for  the  year  1881, 
including  the  G.'.  C*.  of  Mississippi,  in  a  report  of  sixty-three  pages.  He 
copies  approvingly  the  response  of  Sir  Benbrook  to  the  request  for  a  dispensa- 
tion to  attend  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  in  memory  of  a  Suspended  Templar.  He 
honors  us  by  copious  extracts  from  our  report  and  gratifies  us  by  the  pleasant 
kindly  words  he  says  of  us.  Oar  little  bout  at  arms  with  Sir  William,  has  been 
most  amicably  settled  long  ago,  and  wo  are  proud  of  the  privilege  of  numbering 
him  among  our  friends.    Long  may  he  wave. 

Sir  Wm.  J.  Terrell  is  E.',  E.*.  Grand  Commander ;  Grand  Recorder  and  For- 
eign Correspondence,  same  as  before. 


MAINE— 1882. 

Thirty-First  Annual  at  Portiand,  May  3d  ;  B.*.  E.*.  Edward  Bumham,  G.'.  C.%; 
Bir  Ira  Berry,  Grand  Recorder.  The  Grand  Conmiander  says :  ^  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  Templar  Masonry  in  Maine  has  been  reasonably  prosper- 
ous, and  that  the  Commanderies  maintain  a  good  degree  of  interest,  with  fair 
prospects  for  the  future."  He  notices  appropriately  the  death  roll  of  his  own 
and  sister  jurisdictions,  and  pays  just  tribute  to  the  worth  of  the  Fraternal 
Dead. 

On  the  matter  of  religious  tests,  by  which  we  presume  he  means  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity  which  is  exciting  considerable  discussion  just  now,  he  says  in 
closing :  *'  Who  cares  to  learn  the  religious  preferences  entertained  by  the 
Prelates  of  our  Thirteen  Commanderies  ?  Toleration  produceth  union,  and 
from  thence  comes  Power."  The  address  as  a  whole  is  an  admirable  paper. 
Proceedings  local. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  our  valued  friend,  Sir  Stephen 
Berry,  and  like  all  literary  productions  from  ihai  source  is  first  class  in  all  re- 
spects. He  reviews,  in  his  usual  dear  and  forcible  style,  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-three  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi,  for  1881,  among  tiie  number.  He  com- 
pliments Sir  Benbrook  by  quoting  liberally  from  his  address ;  notes  his  official 
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acts  without  dissent  or  approval,  and  gives  a  synopsis  of  oar  proceedings  at 
Koscinsko.  Referring  to  onr  report  and  our  oft  expressed  opinion  in  reference 
to  wine  and  strong  drinks,  he  says  : 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  (30  pp.)  is  by  E.  G.  DeLap,  an  old  friend, 
whom  we  are  delighted  again  to  greet,  althongh  he  says  onr  notions  are  unor- 
thodox on  the  latitade  that  should  be  allowed  to  Templars  in  the  matter  of 
intemperance  and  parades. 

Perhaps  we  have  not  made  our  own  position  clear,  in  objecting  to  some  very 
advanced  positions  on  the  other  side.  We  believe  that  every  Knight  who  is  in- 
temperate should  be  properly  disciplined.  As  to  parades,  we  think  that  they 
should  be  infrequent,  so  that  the  public  may  not  confound  us  with  other  organ- 
izations which  imitate  us.  When  we  do  parade,  the  occasion  should  be  dignified 
and  the  appearance  effective.  We  should  do  well  to  keep  our  titles  modestly  in 
the  background,  to  say  little  about  our  high  aims,  at  the  same  time  striving  to 
accomplish  th3  good  we  do  not  talk  about,  and  especially  we  should  keep  clear 
of  all  entangling  alliances. 

We  beg  to  assure  Sir  Stephen  that  we  have  never  misunderstood  his  position 
on  this  question.  We  have  never  thought  that  he  endorsed  the  intemperate  use 
of  these  things,  but  had  placed  him  in  the  category  of  those,  both  in  our  Order 
and  in  the  Church  as  well,  who  wink  at  these  excesses  among  members  on  ac- 
count of  the  high  social  standing  of  the  parties.  If  a  poor  devil  with  no  bank 
account  and  few  friends,  whose  life  is  burdened  with  many  sorrows  and  to 
whom  the  Grim  Monster  would  be  a  messenger  of  rest  and  peace,  presumes  to 
seek  temporary  oblivion  from  his  woes  in  the  flowing  bowl,  he  is  promptly  dis- 
ciplined and  probably  expelled.  But  let  one  of  the  elite  or  npper-crust  of 
society  do  the  same  thing,  and  no  notice  is  taken  of  it  either  in  the  Order  or  in . 
the  Chureh.  It  is  all  very  well  for  Sir  Stephen  to  talk  about  discipline,  bat  he 
knows  as  well  as  we  that  the  above  is  the  way  it  works.  However,  we  are  dis- 
posed to  overlook  many  of  the  faults  and  foibles  of  our  frater  because  of  oar 
affection  for  him.    For  the  pleasant  things  he  says  of  us  we  are  grateful. 

Edward  P.  Bumham  is  again  R.*.  E.*.  G.\  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C. 
same  as  before. 


MASSACHUSETTS    and    RHODE    ISLAND— 1882. 

Semi- Annual  at  Providence,  May  23d;  Annual  at  Boston,  October  20th-  At 
the  Annual  Conclave,  October,  1881,  the  Grand  Commander  reported  the  fol- 
lowing decision:  *^  That  the  rights,  duties  and  privileges  of  a  member  of  any 
Oommandery  were  not  impaired  by  reason  of  his  action  in  or  connection  with 
a  Commandery  under  what  is  termed  a  dispensation.  A  Oommandery  under  a 
dispensation  I  understand  to  be  an  inchoate  body,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
warmed  into  life  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Body.  It  has  no  members,  or  by- 
lawsf  acting  simply  under  a  temporary  authority  to  confer  orders,  and  the  only 
power  or  privilege  belonging  to  those  who  act  with  it  is  that  of  voting  upon  the 
worthiness  of  applicants  for  the  orders." 

•  This  decision  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  at  next  Conclave,  and 
this  committee  submitted  a  majority  report  sustaining  the  decision,  under  the 
assimiption  that  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  on  this  subject,  are 
contrary  to  sound  sense  and  per  oonseqnence  ought  not  to  be  regarded.  In 
which  view  of  the  case  of  coarse  we  concur.    The  minority  of  the  committee, 
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being  inteuBely  loyal  to  the  O.  E.  Humbug,  dissented  from  the  findings  of  the 
majority  and  sat  down  on  the  Grand  Commander  with  great  force. 

The  question  being  upon  a  motion  to  adopt  the  minority  report,  G.*.  M.*. 
Dean,  being  present,  made  a  speech  of  considerable  length  in  which  he  inti- 
mated that  the  thunders  of  the  wrath  of  theG.*.  £.'.  might  under  certain  circum- 
stances, fall  upon  them;  indirectly  accused  the  G.*.  C*.  of  trying  to  influence 
their  action  in  his  favor,  and  conducted  himself  in  this  matter  with  about  the 
same  degree  of  propriety  as  he  did  in  the  Myers-Tactics  matter.  After  which 
he  retired,  when  both  reports  were  adopted  by  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  matter,  which  was  probably  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done.  A  few 
more  administrations  like  Sir  Dean's,  together  with  the  gradually  increasing 
encroachments  of  this  useless  appendage  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon  the 
few  remaining  rights  of  the  Subordinates  will,  we  trust,  result  in  its  total  abo- 
lition. 

No  report  on  Correspondence.  Caleb  Saunders  is  R.*.  E.'.  G.*.  C.\;  Grand 
Recorder  as  before. 


MICHIGAN— 1882. 


Twenty-Sixth  Annual  at  Detroit,  May  9th,  Sir  Geo.  W.  Chandler,  R.-.  E.'.  0.\ 
0.*.;Sir  W.  P. Junes,  Grand.Reoorder;  large  delegation  present;  eight  Past  G.*. 
C.'.s.  The  address  is  an  excellent  one,  but  is  mostly  confined  ta4ocal  matters. 
He  decides  that  a  commandery  has  no  right  to  withhold  a  dimit  from  a  Sir 
Knight  who  is  dear  of  the  books.  This  is  all  right,  provided  it  is  understood 
that  he  must  also  be  ^^nder  the  tongue  of  good  report"— no  charges  pending 
against  him. 

Grand  Master  Dean  was  on  hand— and  made  a  little  speech.  ''The  Riot 
Act,'*  usually  known  as  General  Order  No.  6,  by  the  G.*.  M/.,  was  read,  reoelTed 
and  filed.  General  Grand  Recorder  Parrin  also  put  in  an  appearance  and  also 
made  a  speech.  In  it  he  said:  '' Your  drill,  x>erfect  in  itself ,  is  unlike  ours. 
Your  Ritual,  so  splendidly  rendered  last  night,  (by  Detroit  Commandery  No.  1) 
differs  in  non-essentials.  In  the  absence  of  any  legislation  on  these  subjects 
(for  the  Grand  Commandery  has  never  adopted  or  promulgated  a  system  of 
taoties;  nor  has  it  ever  adopted  or  taught  a  ritual  of  the  Temple)  we  follow,  not 
l9ad.  ^eref  ore,  you  and  we  suppose  we  are  both  dolx^  right  in  praotiaing 
and  teaching  that  which  we  have  received  from  the  Fathers.* "  We  can  imagine 
the  ''phelinks"  of  the  Grand  Master  when  Sir  Parvin  discharged  this  shot  at 
General  Orders  No.  8  and  5.  We  never  met  Sir  Parvin,  but  infer  from  the  above 
that  he  is  as  brave  as  Julius  Casar  or  a  sheep.  Proceedings  devoid  of  General 
interest.    Order  healthy  and  prosperous. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  W.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Reoorder,  and 
contains  clippings  from  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies — ^Missis- 
sippi for  1881  receiving  courteous  notice.  Under  the  head  of  Colorado  he 
quotes  Sir  Oraherd  as  follows  on  the  subject  of  physical  qualifioationa:  ''We  go 
further:  In  our  opinion  the  day  ought  to  be  past  when  any  physical  test  is 
required  in  any  Masonic  Body.  Suppose  the  candidate  has  but  one  arm,  but  as 
Sir  Knight  Pierson  says,  he  has  brains,  intellect,  mental  qualifioatioiis,  of  a 
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idgh  order.  These  are  reoommezidatioiis,  in  oar  opinion  ontweighing  any 
quantify  of  legs  and  arms,  and  remarks:  Those  are  our  ideas — speak  it  low. 
There  is  no  saoh  fellow  as  we  are  on  that  subject."  Aside  from  the  ability  to 
oome  to  time  in  the  matter  of  the  principal  Masonic  tokens,  we  endorse  the 
sentiment  in  reference  to  the  seyen  degrees  and  do  so  without  reserve  as  it 
relates  to  the  Order  of  Knighthood. 

Sir  Innes  gives  Mississippi  for  1881  an  extended  and  most  pleasant  notice, 
quoting  largely  and  approvingly  from  G.  O.  Benbrook's  address  and  our  report, 
closing  his  review  of  Mississippi  as  follows: 

^'Bef ore  closing  our  review  of  the  this  Grand  Gommandery,  we  pause  to  offer 
our  sincere  condolence  and  heartfelt  sympathy  to  Sir  J.  L.  Power  in  this  his 
hour  of  affliction,  the  loss  of  his  son,  bis  very  life  and  joy.  Oh!  how  hard  when 
the  mandate  does  come,  and  we  see  snatched  from  us  those  whom  we 
dearly  love  and  cherish!  Truly  it  takes  every  lesson  taught  us  as  Masons  and 
Templars  to  bow  to  the  will  of  the  Great  I  Am!  Truly  does  the  writer  join 
with  you.  Sir  Power,  and  fervently  pray  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  to 
give  you  and  yours  strength  to  bear  up  under  your  great  sorrow. 

Wait  patiently  the  while;  the  one  now  gone. 

Will  be  perchance,  close  by  thy  side, 
When  thou  shalt  pass  the  stream  of  death; 

Will  be  the  first  to  take  thy  hand 
When  thou  shalt  enter  Paradise." 

We  note  an  improvement  in  this  report  over  its  predecessors  in  the  shape  of 
more  Innesisms  than  ever  before.    For  this  we  feel  thankful. 
Sir  Ghas.  E.  Grisson,  is  G.  G.;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  G.  continued. 


NEW    JERSEY— 1882. 


Twenty-Fourth  Annual  at  Trenton,  September  12th.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Jos.  W. 
Gongdon,  G.  G.;  Sir  Ghas.  Bechtel,  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  is  able  and 
eibaustive.  Sound  as  a  dollar  in  his  positions,  he  ezptessee  his  ideas  with 
oleamess  and  force.  His  ideas  of  the  Order,  its  mission  and  a;m,  are  eminently 
proper  and  eloquently  expressed.  We  would  like  to  make  some  extracts  from 
this  address,  but  time  and  space  forbid.  Order  prosperous— peace,  and  harmony 
prevailing.    Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Foreign  Gorrespondence  is  by  Sir  Geo.  B.  Edwards,  and  over- 
hauls the  transactions  of  twenty -eight  jurisdictions  in  courteous  style.  We 
notice  with  regret  the  absence  of  Mississippi  from  the  list. 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  Felton  is  Grand  Gommander;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  G. 
continued. 


NORTH    GAROLINA— 1882. 


Second  Annual  at  Durham,  October  10th  and  11th.  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson, 
G.*.  G.'.;  Sir  James  G.  Munds,  Grand  Recorder.  Representatives  from  three 
Subordinate  Gommanderies.  The  address  is  well  written,  and  is  a  paper  oalon- 
lated  to  enoonrage  and  animate  the  hearts  of  the  Templars  composing  the  Grand 
.Gommandery  of  Notth  Garolina.    May  the  earnest  desire  of  the  R.*.  E«*.  fratar 
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and  his  command  for  the  perpetnity,  prosperity,  nsefnlneos,  glory  and  greatneca 
of  this  infant  in  the  fanuly  of  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  be  folly  realized.  He 
suggests  a  change  in  name  of  the  comities  comjKMing  the  M.  A.  Society,  by 
striking  out  the  word  "Foreign"  as  indicating  remoteness — something  far  away 
and  substituting  the  word  Fraternal  as  touching  at  once  the  warmer  feelings  of 
our  hearts,  etc. 

The  suggestion  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Commander.  We  are  inclined 
to  rather  like  the  change. 

It  certainly  has  a  softer  and  more  pleasant  sound.  Proceedings  local.  No 
report  on  "Fraternal"  Correspondence. 

Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  both  continued;  Sir  James  Southgate 
Chairman  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


NEBRASKA— 1882. 


Tenth  Annual  at  Hastings,  April  18th.  Sir  Eben  K.  Long,  Grand  Comman- 
der; Sir  Wm.  B.  Bowen,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  short  and  contains  nothing  of  great  interest.  Myer's  Manual 
and  Tactics  were  adopted.  Order  healthy.  No  report  on  Correspondence.  Sir 
Francis  E.  White  is  G.*.  C.*.;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


OHIO— 1882. 

Fortieth  Annual  at  Zanesville,  September  11th.  Sir  H.  H.  Tatom,  G.*.  C.*.; 
Sir  James  Nesbit,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  a  document  of  forty  pages,  and  is  a  credit  to  its  author.  It* 
however,  contains  nothing  of  general  interest,  not  elsewhere  considered  in  this 
report.  His  decisions  are  sound  and  his  dispensing  power  was  Judicionaly 
used.  Order  healthy  and  prosperous.  Sir.  E.  T.  Carson  submitted  a  character- 
istic report  on  F.  C,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies- 
Mississippi  for  1882  among  them.  Referring  to  the  reception  by  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Master,  Jno.  R.  Carroll,  Jr.,  he  very  pertinently  and  sensibly 
remarks:  "An  incident  which  we  think  had  better  been  omitted,  or  at  least  not 
advertised." 

We  think  so,  too.    Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  re-elected. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 188  2. 


Twenty-ninth  Annual  at  Alleghany  City,  May  80th.  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Geo.  W. 
Eendrick,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Chas.  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  confined  mostly  to  local  aflFairs.  Among 
his  decisions  we  find  the  following: 

"A  candidate  applies  for  the  Orders  and  on  ballot  is  rejected,  at  the  next 
stated  conclave  a  Sir  Knight  claiming  to  have  cast  the  blackball,  desires  to 
withdraw  the  objection  and  wishes  his  ballot  to  be  considered  as  in  favor  of  the 
applicant.    Does  the  withdrawal  of  the  objection  allow  the  Orders  to  be  oon- 
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fened  withont  further  proceedings  f  The  objection  being  in  the  form  of  ballot 
by  blackball,  Annoer,  No.  Oan  another  ballot  be  had  the  night  of  the  withdraw- 
al?   An«ioer,  Applicant  most  wait  six  months/' 

We  rise  to  inquire  by  what  course  of  reasoning  the  B.*.  £.*.  arrived  at  this  con- 
clusion? If  the  withdrawal  of  the  objection  was  to  benefit  the  candidate  at  all, 
the  benefit  must  be  immediate.  We  infer  from  the  decisions  that  it  is  the  law 
in  PennsylTania  that  a  rejected  candidate  can  again  apply  after  six  months, 
and  presume  therefore  that  the  Grand  Oommander  counted  the  withdrawal  as  of 
no  benefit  to  the  applicant. 

We  note  with  pleasure  that  the  G.*.  C*.  refused  a  dispensation  to  a  Comman- 
dery  to  parade  on  decoration  day. 

We  also  fin^  that  by  resolution  of  the  Grand  Oommandery  of  1861,  our  fraters 
of  PennsyWania  are  requested  to  assemble  in  their  respectlTe  Asylums  on  Good 
Friday  of  each  year  and  proceed  in  a  body  from  thence  to  some  place  of  public 
worship  for  Divine  service,  and  in  case  no  place  of  worship  can  be  had,  then 
such  service  shall  be  held  at  the  Asylum  of  their  said  Gommandery.  This  reso- 
lution was  doubtless  a  result  of  the  attack  on  Sumpter  and  the  inauguration  of 
the  Civil  War;  so  prone  are  we  to  forget  God  in  the  days  of  peace  and  prosperi- 
ty and  to  fly  to  Him  for  succor  when  danger  threatens.  The  G.*.  C*.  being  ,  of 
the  opinion  that  our  duty  to  Him  is  continuous,  and  not  spasmodic,  courteously 
urged  the  compliance  of  his  command  with  the  requirements  of  this  61d  law; 
and  reports  the  result  as  follows:  **We  are  rejoiced  to  know  that  from  all  parts 
of  this  jurisdiction  comes  the  glad  tidings  of  a  proper  observance  of  the  Good 
Friday  service." 

Proceedings  local.  Order  healthy  and  vigorous.  The  report  on  Correspond- 
ence is  by  Sir  Samuel  Harper,  in  which  the  transiTctions  of  thirty-one  Grand 
Bodies  are  reviewed  in  the  author's  usual  clear,  forcible  and  pleasant  style. 
Mississippi  for  1881,  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of  courteous  attention.  His 
report  is  good  reading  from  Alabama  to  Wisconsin.  His  ideas  are  sound  to 
the  core,  and  when  he  wishes  to  express  them  he  does  so  with  clearness  and 
courtesy.  Beviewing  Connecticut,  he  says:  ^^There  is  one  thing  in  the  report 
of  these  visitations  that  unfavorably  impresses  us.  It  is  what  Sir  Knight  Good 
calls  ^'gluttony  and  swill."  No  less  than  six  feeds  are  reported  in  two  visits, 
and  that  too  in  very  extravagant  langfuage,  such  as  ^^symposium  in  the  banquet 
hall,"  Hrxdj  royal  banquet,  fit  only  for  those  whom  the  gods  love;"  '*superb 
banquet;"  "royal  banquet;"  'hright  royally  entertained  at  a  banquet,"  and  to 
crown  all  that  we  condenm:  "I  am  unable  to  report  how  this  Commandery  is 
working,  but  I  can  certify  that  the  size  and  flavor  of  Newark  oysters  are  what 
they  always  have  been — large  and  delicious." 

"We  have,  on  other  occasions,"  says  Sir  Harper,  "deplored  this  practice,  not 
that  we  object  to  suitable  entertainments,  but  because  they  are  calculated,  when 
reported  with  such  prominence,  to  overshadow  matters  of  infinitely  more  im- 
portance. This  is  a  bad  case,  we  have  no  recollection  of  meeting  with  a  worse 
one,  and  we  hope  that  it  may  never  be  repeated."  In  all  of  which  we  think  Sir 
Harper's  bead  is  perfectly  level. 

Speaking  of  Grand  Commander  Benbrook's  address,  he  says:  "The  annual 
address  is  a  superior  paper."  He  quotes  with  pleasant  comments  parts  of  the 
address,  Sir  Power's  report  and  some  of  our  observations,  and  pays  us  this  little 
compliment  which  we  crave  your  indulgence  for    copying  as  commendation 
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from  snoh  a  Monroe  is  verf  gratifymg:  ^Tliere  is  a  freslmMs  and  ori^meai 
about  this  report  that  we  like.  *  *  *  ."  We  are  not  disposed,  afto* 
looking  over  this  report  to  change  oar-  estimate  of  Sir  Harper,  but  still  adhere 
to  our  original  idea  that  he  is  very  positive  in  his  convictions,  with  an  alarming 
tendency  to  express  them  in  unmistakable  English.  We  commend  the  follow- 
ing from  his  closing  to  the  attention  of  every  Templar  who  justly  appreciates 
the  mission  and  teachings  of  the  Order. 

''Bouse  ye,  then.  Sir  Knights,  and  place  yourself  in  the  forefront  of  those  who 
wage  war  against  the  enemies  of  the  innocent,  the  destitute,  the  helpless  and 
the  Christian  religion.  In  kic  signo  vincea  is  a  flaunting  lie  unless  you  fight  to 
conquer.  Mottoes  and  symbols  alone  are  powerless.  They  are  as  useless  as 
precept  without  example,  but  when  borne  aloft  by  the  pure  in  heart  and  the 
fervent  in  spirit,  they  are  a  terror  to  all  the  spirits  of  eviL" 

R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  Breneman  is  O.*.  0.*.  Orand  Becorder  and  F.  Correspond- 
ence continued. 


TEXAS— 1882. 


Twenty-ninth  Annual  at  Dallas,  April  19th.  Sir  J.  W.  Honnig,  G.'.  C.'.;  Sir 
B.  Brewster,  Orand  Becorder. 

The  address  opens  with  an  eloquent  reminder  to  the  Sir  Knights  that  another 
cycle  of  time  had  been  merged  into  the  ocean  of  eternity,  and  that  the  record  of 
the  year,  whether  for  good  or  evil  had  been  closed  and  laid  away  to  appear  no 
more,  until  placed  upon  the  witness  stand  on  the  day  of  final  accounts.  There 
can  be  but  one  answer  to  his  pertinent  query:  ''Have  we  been  faithful  and 
diligent  in  the  execution  of  our  voluntary  obligations?  Have  we  the  approba- 
tion of  our  own  consciences  and  the  smiles  of  our  Heavenly  Father?  and  than 
answer,  Ko.  Job  says:  "There  is  not  a  man  on  earth  that  liveth  and  siimeth 
not." 

Among  his  dispensations,  we  note  this:  To  Brenham  Commandery,  No.  15, 
to  participate  in  the  reception  of  "Hood's  Brigade."  Now,  if  "Hood's  Brigade*' 
was  composed  exclusively  of  Masons,  and  if  they  were  visiting  Brenham  as 
Masons  or  Templars  for  Masonic  or  Templar  purposes,  then  it  was  all  right  for 
the  Sir  Knights  of  Brenham,  No.  15,  ;to  buckle  on  their  swords,  put  on  their 
cocked  hats  and  good  clothes  and  exhibit  themselves  to  the  citizens  of  Brenham 
and  "Hood's  Brigade."  But  if  "Hood's  Brigade"  was  a  military  organization 
of  the  late  war  or  since  its  cloBe,  the  Templars  of  Brenham  had  about  as  much 
business  parading  the  uniform  of  the  Order  in  their  reception  as  they  would 
have  to  do  so  in  a  political  procession.  How  a  Grand  Commander  can  recon- 
cile this  sort  of  buncombe  patriotism  with  propriety,  or  permit  the  degrading 
of  a  religious  Order  to  the  level  of  a  Fourth  of  July  procession,  passes  our 
comprehension.  We  are,  as  much  as  any  one  can  be,  in  favor  of,  on  all  occa 
sions  recognizing  the  obligations  owed  the  soldiers  of  both  sides  by  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  and  we  make  no  distinction  between  the  two  sides,  be- 
lieving as  we  do  that  for  honesty  of  purpose  and  zeal  in  the  service  of  their 
sections  they  are  equal,  but  our  regard  for  the  soldier  does  not  cause  us  to  for- 
get that  the  foimdation  of  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  war  in  all  its  phazes;  that  its  Captain  is  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and 
its  mission  is  to  disseminate  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  mankind.    We 
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seldom  enooonter  these  bnncombe  diBpensations  down  South  and  shall  be  glad 
when  they  are  never  issued. 

Order  prosperous.    Proceedings  local.      No  report  on  Foreign  Oorrespon- 
denoe.    Sir  Jno.  J.  Good  is  is  G.*.  C.*.:  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


TENNESSEE— 1882. 


Twentieth  Annual  at  Mont  Eagle,  June  14.  Sir  Benj.  F.  Haller,  G.'.  C.*.; 
Sir  Morton  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder.  The  address  contains  nothing  of  gen- 
eral interest,  except  General  Order,  No.  5,  from  the  Grand  Master,  and  of  this 
we  have  already  had  enough  and  more.  He  reports  the  condition  of  the  Order 
in  Tennessee  as  good.  Proceedings  local.  Grand  Recorder  Morton  B.  Howell 
presented  an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  doings  of  most 
of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1881  receiving  due  attention. 
Commenting  on  Sir  Benbrooks  remarks  in  regard  to  parades,  etc.,  he  says: 
^We  have  noticed  much  in  the  same  style  said  in  the  various  addresses,  and 
we  desire  to  enter  our  dissent  to  the  proposition  that  the  Order  is  suffering  any 
harm  from  the  parades  and  displays  that  have  been  made."  To  this  we  respond, 
that  as  a  fancy  milUary  organimtum  it  has  not,  but  as  an  Order  instituted  for  the 
propagation  and  advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  it  has. 

Again  we  quote:  *'If  the  members  did  nothing  but  make  a  show  of  them- 
selves, and  their  good  clothes,  the  case  would  be  lamentable,  it  seems  to  us, 
however,  that  wherever  the  largest  number  are  equipped,  it  is  safe  to  presume 
that  the  greatest  interest  prevails  and  the  internal  work  corresponds  with  the 
outward  appearance."  We  beg  to  answer  Sir  Howell  that  it  is  not  safe  to  pre- 
stmie  any  such  thing.  Our  Lord  outlined  the  situation  in  a  majority  of  cases 
in  his  denunciation  of  the  pharisees  for  making  clean  the  outside,  while  within 
was  naught  but  rottenness  and  dead  men's  bones.  While  this  does  not  apply 
universally,  yet  it  does  so  too  frequently  to  be  pleasant.  And  once  more: 
'^here  was  a  time  when  very  many  excellent  and  pi^s  people  thought  it  im- 
Godly  and  sinful  to  worship  in  fine  houses,  to  have  comfortable  seats,  or  even 
be  warmed  by  fire  in  their  churches.  The  descendants  of  the  same  people  now 
build  the  costliest  edifices  and  adorn  and  decorate  and  warm  them  with  all  the 
splendor  that  money  can  furnish.  The  latter  are  every  whit  as  pious  as  their 
ancestors,  give  much  more  in  charity  and  doubtless  serve  God  as  acceptably." 
Just  so,  i,  €.,  Sir  Howell  thinks  so.  Bat,  unfortunately,  the  facts,  in  our  opin- 
ion, do  not  sustain  the  assumption.  We  are  perfectly  well  aware  that  outward 
signs  and  ceremonies  of  our  day  indicate  as  deep  piety  in  our  church  members 
as  obtained  among  their  ancestors,  but  unfortunately  for  the  churches — the 
Almighty  takes  no  account  of  outward  appearances,  but  looks  at  the  heart.  It 
is  the  exception  in  our  day  in  these  costly  and  elegantly  appointed  churches, 
where  there  is  no  place  for  strangers  or  the  poor,  for  the  presence  of  God  to  be 
felt  either  in  the  pulpit  or  the  pews.  The  trouble  is,  we  have  the  form  of  god- 
liness but  deny  its  power,  and  from  such  the  Apostle  directs  us  to  turn  away 
We  have  no  patience  with  Puritanism  and  still  less  with  a  church  whose  God  is 
wealth  and  the  weekly  assemblages  of  which  is  not  for  God's  service  but  simply 
a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  latest  fashions  in  dress  and 
jewels.    We  might  say  more  on  this  subject,  but  it  will  do  no  good.    ^Ephraim 
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18  joined  to  his  idols— let  him  alone.**  The  road  to  Hell  is  to-day  crowded  with 
those  who,  as  ekureh  memberSi  suppose  themselves,  because  they  are  char<^  mem- 
bers, on  the  highway  to  Heaven,  and  somebody  is  responsible  for  this  state  of 
things,  and  the  account  that  will  be  demanded  of  those  who  wear  the  livery  of 
ambassadors  from  the  Master  upon  whom  this  responsibility  rests  will  be  fear- 
ful indeed.  All  is  not  gold  that  gUtters,  Sir  HowelL  Neither  are  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  militant  fit  for  the  church  triumphant.  Neither  are  all 
church  edifices  houses  of  God. 
We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  Order  in  Tennessee  is  constantly  increasing  in 

solid  strength. 

Wm.  D.  Robinson  is  Grand  Commander;    Grand  Recorder  and  F.  G.  con- 
tinued. 


VIRGINIA— 1882. 


Sixtieth  Annual  at  Lynchburg,  August  10th.  R.'.  £.*.  Peyton  B.  Coles,  G.-. 
C.'.;  Sir  W.  B.  Liaacs,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  Grand  Commander  says:  ^^The  Templar  year  just  ending  has  been  one, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  of  unusual  peace  and  harmony  throughout  this  Grand  Juris- 
diction. Nothing  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  knightly  courtesies  between  our 
Subordinates  or  knightly  love  between  the  members." 

The  address  is  short  and  confined  to  local  matters.  Sir  James  A.  Scott  pre- 
sented an  abortion  covering  half  a  page  which  the  Grand  Recorder,  in  the 
minutes,  honors  with  the  name  of  ^Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence," a  name  nearly  as  long  as  the  report  In  it  Sir  Scott  acknowledges 
that  ^sUer  laziness  has  deprived  the  Templar  world  of  these  reports"  for  the  last 
two  years.    He  promises,  if  spared,  to  make  amends. 

Proceedings  short  and  local.  Grand  Commander,  Recorder  and  F.  C.  same 
as  before. 


•  VERMONT— 1882. 


Fortieth  Annual  at  Burlington,  June  18th.  Sir  G.  O.  Tyler,  G.'.  C.*.;  Sir  Geo. 
W.  Wing,  Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  contains  nothing  of  general  interest  The 
Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  ;  several  dispensations  were  granted 
to  Commanderies  to  parade  on  **  Decoration  Day."  Of  course  we  condemn 
this  senseless  practice,  but  it  does  no  good.  Some  people  will  be  absurd  if  they 
are  anything.  Proceedings  local.  Rev.  Sir  Fred.  S.  Fisher  submitted  a  report 
on  Correspondence,  covering  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  in  which  he  reviews 
the  transactions  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies  in  his  usual  clear,  forcible,  and  reada- 
ble style.  He  gives  Mississippi,  for  1881,  an  extended  and  pleasant  notice,  for 
which  we  are  obliged. 

Grand  Commander  and  Recorder,  same  as  before  ;  also  F.  C. 


WISCONSIN— 188  2. 


Comes  to  us  shorn  of  its  former  ponderous  proportions,  owing  to  the  idio- 
syncrasies of  our  esteemed  friend  Sir  John  WoodhuU  in  trying  to  imitate  Sir 
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Paxton's  abortion  in  the  shape  of  a  correspondence  report.  Sir  John  alwajs 
has  been  a  little  cranky,  but  this  indicates  somethinjg^  serious. 

Twenty-fonrth  Annnal  at  Jaynesyille,  September  5th. 

R.*.  E.-.  Charles,  F.  G.  Collins,  G/.  C.*.,  P.G.  Commander  ;  John  W.  Woodhnll 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  address  is  an  excellent  one, — among  the  best, — but  treats  almost  entirely 
of  local  matters.  The  Order  is  growing  steadily  and  rapidly  in  Wisconsin,  and 
seems  to  be  in  good  condition  financially  and  otherwise.  Proceedings  local. 
The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  covers  some  fourteen  pages,  and  giyes 
quotations  from  the  addresses  of  Grand  Commanders,  and  Reports  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  with  his  deductions  thereon,  on  the  following  subjects,  which 
Sir  John  thinks  the  most  important  under  discussion :  First,  belief  in  the 
Trinity ;  Second,  the  propriety  of  public  parades ;  and  Third,  Tactics  and 
DriU.  We  find  the  extracts  all  right,  and  Mississippi,  for  1881,  honored  with  a 
place  among  them,  but  we  have  looked  in  vain  for  Sir  John's  deductions,  and 
are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  too  busy  to  give  them,  even  after  prom- 
ising to  do  so.  We  trust  the  next  Wisconsin  pamphlet  will  contain  an  orthodox 
report  from  the  ready  pen  of  our  valued  friend.  G.\  C.'.,  G.'.  Recorder  and  F.  C, 
All  ee  mmee. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now  Sir  Knights  our  work  is  almost  done.  That  we  have  been  too  unwell 
during  the  whole  period  of  its  preparation,  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  in  hand, 
is  our  only  excuse  for  its  many  imperfections.  We  find,  in  running  through  the 
different  pamphlets,  that  interest  in  the  Order  is  somewhat  on  the  increase^  but 
we  fear  that  this  is  in  some  degree  traceable  to  the  near  approach  of  the  Tri- 
ennial Spree  and  a  desire  to  participate  therein.  A  spirit  of  harmony  and 
peace  seems  to  pervade  the  Templar  World,  and  in  many  instances  we  note  in- 
dications of  higher,  holier,  purer,  and  better  aspirations  among  its  leading 
minds.  Dispensations  for  Parade  on  buncombe  occasions  are  lefs  fre- 
quently issued  than  formerly,  and  wo  trust  that  as  these  blots  upon  the  insti- 
tution decrease,  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  fundamental  and  living  principles 
of  the  institution  may  correspondingly  increase.  We  find  some  advocates  of 
wine  at  Templar  banquets,  but  have  an  abiding  faith  that  the  better  judgment 
of  our  Fraters  will  eventually  cause  its  banishment  from  all  entertainments  of 
societies  claiming  moral  purity.  General  Order,  No.  5,  from  G.  M.  Dean,  with 
its  accompanying  ill  feeling,  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  things  lively  in  the 
Grand  Encampment  next  August,  and  the  California  wines,  whiskies  nnd  Jersey 
lightnings  of  our  Fraters  of  the  Golden  State,  will  make  us  lively  times  outside. 
Some  people  enjoy  this  sort  of  thing,  but  we  cannot,  and  if  we  could,  on  any 
occasion,  it  would  not  be  on  one  like  this,  and  under  the  auspices  of  our  Order 
founded  upon  the  Christian  Reli.<?ion  nnd   the  i)ractico  of  the  Christian  virtues. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  perfonal  happiccrs  and  prosperity  of  each  one  of 
you.  and  alro  all  Templars,  whcicFcever  diFyci.cd,  ^;\e  bid  you  adieu. 

Courteously, 

E.  G.  DeLap. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama PEiiBO  Bbown Mobile. 

Arkansas Wm.  H.  Howiss Forest  City. 

Oalifomia Thob.  H.  Caswislij Nevada. 

Colorado David  C.  Colueb Central. 

Connecticut En  C.  Bibdbet Meridian. 

Georgia Sam'l  P.  HamiiiTon Savannah. 

Illinois James  Hawmby Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana Chab.  Cbutt Terre  Haute. 

Iowa James  Mobton Cedar  Kapids. 

Kansas John  M.  Fbiob Atchison. 

Lentucky John  S.  Ltle Covington. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DeGbanoe New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbttmmoitd Portland. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adbeon Baltimore. 

Mass.  and  R.  Island Nicholas  VanSlyok Providence. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Lanolet Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Pball St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Axfbed  G.  Hastings Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Habbis Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Wolvbbton Trenton. 

New  York Geobgb  Baboock Troy. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Buechneb Youngstown. 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dubenbebo Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howklij Nashville. 

Texas Henbt  M.  HoiiMES Austin. 

Vermont Russell  S.  Tapt Burlington. 

West  Virginia Mason  W.  Btjbt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Woodhull Milwaukee. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 
APPOINTED  NEAR   THE  GRAND    COMMANDERY  OF   MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama P.  M.  Sayebt Baldwyn. 

Arkansas Db.  T.  G.  Bibchktt Vicksburg. 

California John  K.  Fumon Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbedebio  Speed Vicksburg. 

Connecticut Chbistopheb  Johmbon Jackson. 

Geoboia Jno.  a.  Gai^bbath,  Sb Union  Church. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Benbbook Martin. 

Indiana J.  R.  MoIntosh Okolona. 

Iowa Wic  Fbench Vicksburg. 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdon Port  Gibson. 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

Louisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine Fbanx  Bubxttt Okolona- 

Maryland Jas.  T.  Whitehead Jackson,    Tenn. 

Massachusetts  &  Rhode  Island.  .Robebt  B.  Bbannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota Wic  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Meboeb Lexington. 

Nebraska James  T.  Fant Holly  Springs. 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Gus.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwin Winona. 

Pennsylvania* 

Tennessee Robebt  L.  Saundebs jAckson. 

Texas Omveb  Cmpton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Powbb Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  8.  Walkeb Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin Jno.  A.  Dicks Natchez. 


*  Grand  Representative  removed  and  dimitted. 
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idahama Damixz.  Satbb Montgomery. 

Arkansas Jamxs  A.  Hkmbt Little  Rook. 

California Thoa.  H.  Oaawxix San  Francisoo. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Pabmxubb Gkeorgetown. 

Connectioat Joseph  E.  Whbklxb ^. . .  .Hartford. 

Georgia Ohas.  A.  Abhstbomo Macon. 

Illinois OiLBKBT  W.  Babnabd Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bbaicwsll Indianapolis. 

Iowa Wm.  B.  Lanobidob Muscatine. ' 

Kansas John  H.  Bbowm Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lobxnzo  D.  Gbomihgxb Covington. 

lionisiana Riohabd  Lambebt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bbbbt Portland. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adbeon Baltimore. 

Massachosetts  and  R.  Island. . .  AiiFBBD  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innbs Grand  Rapid;. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Pixbson St.  Paol. 

Mississippi J.  L.  Powxb Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mato St.  Paul. 

Kebraska Wm.  R.  Bowxn Omaha. 

New  Hampshire Geo.  P.  CiiEATES Concord. 

New  Jersey Chas.  BEOHTsii Trenton. 

New  York Robbbt  Maoot New  York. 

North  Carolina Jambs  C.  Munds  . . . ! Wilmington. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  E.  Meteb Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howeli. Nashville. 

Texas Robebt  Bbewsteb Houston. 

Vermont Euhu  B.  Tatt Burlington. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.  Ibvine Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  WooDHuiiL Milwaukee. 

Gband  Encampment  U.  S. — Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Master,  Boston;  Theodore 
S,  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder,  Iowa  City.  Next  Triennial  Grand  Conclave,  at  San 
Francisco,  August  2l8t,  1883. 


FOREIGN  JURISDICTIONS. 


Convent  Genebal,  ENOiiAND — H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master, 
London;  Hon.  Judge  J.  F.  H.  Townshend,  Arch  Chancellor,  30  Upper  Fitz 
William  street,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Gbeat  Pbiobt  op  Enoland — Earl  of  Latham,  G.  C.  T.,  Great  Prior,  Carleton 
Club,  London;  Alex.  8.  Hill,  M.  P.,  Q.  C,  LL.  D.,  Grand  Chancellor,  London. 

Gbeat  Pbioby  of  Ibeland — H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Great  Prior 
London;  John  A.  Baker,  K.  C.  T.,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Gbeat  Pbiobt  op  Canada — W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  Lnprairie,  Que- 
"bec;  Daniel  Spry,  Grand  Chancellor,  Barrie,  Canada. 

Chafteb  GENEBAii  OP  SCOTLAND — Whytc  MelviUc,  Grand  Master,  Edinburg, 
Scotland;  Lindsay  MacKersey,  30  St.  David  street,  Edinburg. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE 


OF   THE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY 

KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR, 


OF  THE 


State  of  Mississippi, 


HELD    AT 


VICKSBURG,  JUNE  4th  and  6th,  1884. 


JACKSON,  MISS.; 

OLABION  8TBAM  PUBLISHING  BOUSE. 

1884. 
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Grand  Commandery 

OF   THE 

STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


jt» n-^P  HE  Gband  Commandkby  Knights  Templab  of  ths  State  of 
vplj^lp/J  ^  Mississippi  oommenoed  its  Twent/'Fonrtb  Annnal  Gonolaye 
W^iv  «  n  in  i\^Q  Asylnm  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  at  Vicksburg, 
on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1884,  A.  O.,  76f),  at 
11  o*olock,  A.  M. 

,iF^^^^     The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  to  order  by  the  Grand  Captain- 
¥sir^   General,  when  the  Grand  OfiQcers  were  officially  received  and  escorted 
}  to  their  several  stations. 

On  calling  the  roll,  the  following  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  were 
found  to  be 

PBESENT. 

H.  M.  RoMBEBOEB R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander. 

W.  P.  TowLEB v.*.  E.-.  Dep.  Grand  Commander. 

J.  H.  GoBDON E.*.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

Obo.  S.  Gbben E.-.  Grand  Captain-General. 

J.  M.  Boon E.\  Grand  Prelate. 

N.  8.  Walkeb E.*.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Wm.  G.  Paxton E.*.  Grand  Recorder,  p.  t 

li.  B.  MosBT E.*.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Wm.  Pbibstlbt E.*.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

•John  SoHiiOTTMAN E.*.  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  p.  U 

O.  M.  Ebwin,  p.  o.  c E.*.  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  p.  U 

Ja8.  T.  Meade,  p.  o.  o E.*.  Grand  Warder. 

Wm.  Mubbat E.'.  Grand  Captain  of  Guard. 

The  Grand  Officers  absent  being  Sir  J.  L.  Powbb,  Grand  Recorder;  W.  W 
MABflHAi»ii,  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  (deceased);  R.  A.  Abmibtead,  Grand  Warder. 

A  constitntional  number  of  Commanderies  being  represented,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery was  opened  in  Ample  and  Knightly  Form,  and  proceeded  forthwith  to 
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the  Methodist  Chnroh,  where  the  Offices  of  Devotion  were  observed  in  a  solemii 
and  impressive  manner— the  Grand  Prelate,  Rev.  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Sir  R.  S.  Woodward,  conducting  the  service.  The  sacred  music  accom- 
panying same  being  executed  by  the  Methodist  Choir,  assisted  by  leading  ama- 
teurs of  the  city. 

The  Rev.  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  delivered  a  discourse  appropriate  ta 
the  occasion,  which  commanded  the  profound  attention  of  his  large  audience: 

Sir  Knights  and  Friends: 

In  the  ritual  of  this  Grand  Commandery — the  ritual  for  public  devotioiial 
services — I  find  these  two  regulations:  1.  That  immediately  after  the  opening 
of  each  Annual  Grand  Conclave,  the  Grand  Commandery  will  attend  in  a  body^ 
some  place  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  there  offer  up  to 
the  throne  of  Divine  Grace,  its  prayers  and  supplications  in  accordance  with 
the  ancient  usage  of  the  Order.  2.  Then,  t.  e.,  after  these  prayers  and  suppli* 
cations  have  been  offered  up,  shall  follow  an  address,  or  sermon,  and  such  other 
exercises  as  may  be  thought  appropriate. 

In  obedience  to  this  last  regulation,  and  by  invitation  and  appointment  of 
Magnolia  Commandery,  our  kind  host,  I  am  now  to  preach  a  sermon  appro- 
priate to  this  occasion. 

The  text  selected  is  a  very  familiar  and  significant  one  to  yon,  my  beloved 
fraters.  It  was  first  solemnly  enjoined  upon  your  minds  and  hearts  when  yon 
began  that  long  warfare  which  was  to  test  your  courage  and  try  your  constancy;, 
it  was  more  fully  explained  when  you  stood  before  that  splendid  scene  which 
conmiemorates  the  glorious  completion  of  our  Saviour's  most  hallowed  sacri- 
fice, made  to  a7pease  the  wrath  of  offended  Deity,  and  since  your  admission 
into  the  asylum  of  the  Commandery  it  has  been  the  parting  exhortation  yoa 
have  heard  at  the  close  of  each  regular  Oonclave.  It  is  recorded  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  Ephesians;  10-17  verses  inclusive:  "My  brethren,  be  strong  in  the- 
Loi^  and  in  the  power  of  His  might;  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye- 
may  be  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we  wrestle  not  against 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rules  of 
the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  Where- 
fore, take  unto  you  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  withstand 
in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand;  stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins 
(;irt  about  with  truth,  and  having  on  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness;  and 
your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace.  Above  all,  taking^ 
the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of 
the  wicked,  and  take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which 
is  the  Word  of  God." 

Sir  Knights,  it  is  probable  that  our  illustrious  fraters  who  founded  these 
Christian  Orders  of  Knighthood,  gave  to  this  Scripture  at  least  one  interpreta- 
tion that  we  cannot  give  it  to-day.  When  used  by  John,  the  Almoner,  Peter  the- 
Hermit,  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  Hugh  de  Payens  and  others,  it  implied  warfare 
with  a  visible,  human,  bloodthirsty,  armed  enemy.  For  nearly  two  hundred 
years,  all  members  of  our  Order  were  **soldiers  of  the  Cross"  in  a  two -fold 
sense.  They  wrestled  against  flesh  and  blood.  They  were  armed  with  carnal 
weapons  of  warfare;  armed  to  meet  armed  men;  armed  to  protect  weary  pil- 
grims traveling  from  afar;  armei  to  rescue  Palestine  from  the  Turks,  and  to 
defend  the  holy  city  with  its  temple  and  sacred  shrines.  Putting  on  the  whole 
armor  meant  to  them  the  taking  of  the  implements  of  death,  and  the  using  of 
these  with  intent  to  kill.  Enduring  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  the  cross^ 
meant  to  them  a  rough  habit,  coarse  diet  and  onerous 'duties;  and  to  war  a  good 
warfare,  meant  to  be  constant  and  courageous  in  the  defense  of  the  banners  of 
our  Order.  But  that  day  has  passed;  let  us  hope  and  pray  forever.  No  Sara- 
cen chief,  with  his  merciless  horde,  desecrate  the  holy  places  of  the  sacred  cityf 
no  murderous  clan  awaits  upon  the  highway  the  coming  of  the  Christian  pil- 
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£^rim6;  no  iniqnitons  tribute  is  asked  of  those  who  would  worship  at  the  shrine 
-of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

Yet  we  are  warriors — sworn  warriors — our  faith,  our  hearts,  our  talents,  time, 
means,  all,  and  everything  pledged  to  the  name  and  cause  of  Immanuel;  or  to 
the  defense  of  innocent  maidens,  destitute  widows  and  the  Chbistian  Relig- 
ion. 

And  we  have  enemies — a  great  army  of  malignant,  crafty,  violent,  deter- 
mined enemies.  The  pathway  of  every  pilgrim  is  beset  by  these  enemies. 
They  hate  God,  oppose  the  cause  of  Christ,  seek  to  destroy  virtue  and  are  bent 
on  the  everlasting  ruin  of  every  soul  God  has  created.  Need  I  tell  you  who 
these  enemies  are?  They  are  not  flesh  and  blood,  so  the  Apostle  tells  us,  but 
principalities  and  powers,  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  spiritual 
^ckedness  in  high  places,  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  evil  propensities,  evil  in- 
fluences and  evil  passions. 

Sir  Knights,  you  and  I  have  accepted  the  Bible  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our 
faith.  The  Bible  teaches  us  that  there  is  such  a  being  as  the  Devil;  a  being  of 
^oat  intelligence,  craftiness  and  power — the  Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Air, 
the  God  of  this  world.  Who  he  is,  how  he  came  to  exist  and  why  he  should  be 
permitted  to  invade  this  earth,  are  questions  our  curiosity  would  like  to  have 
answered;  but  if  answered,  the  knowledge  could  be  of  no  practical  importance 
whatever.  The  word  of  God  assures  us  that  he  is;  that  he  is  in  the  world;  that 
he  hates  God  and  righteousness;  that  he  is  our  enemy  and  that  he  is  as  a  roaring 
lion  going  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  Let  us  profit  by  this  revela- 
tion and  seek  to  know  how  to  overcome  and  conquer  the  devil. 

But  Satan  is  not  the  only  enemy  with  whom  we  have  to  oontend.  The  text 
speaks  of  principalities  and  powers,  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world 
and  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  What  these  are  is  not  quite  clear, 
^ome  commentators  think  the  Apostle  refers  to  the  several  ranks  of  evil  spirits 
who  have  a  government  they  exercise  in  this  world;  the  evil  spirits  of  envy, 
pride,  lust,  malice,  etc.  These  are  said  to  be  in  high  places.  They  are  spirit- 
ual, unseen,  crafty  and  dangerous.  Against  these,  Sir  Knights,  we  have  been 
taught  to  wage  a  constant  warfare. 

But  the  question  for  us  is,  how  can  we  make  a  good  fight  against  these  ene- 
mies? How  can  we  overcome  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil,  and  gain  ad- 
mission to  that  eternal  asylum  above?  The  text  answers  the  question:  "My 
brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  His-  might;  put  on  the 
whole  armor  of  God,"  etc.  In  the  concluding  clause  of  the  text,  we  are  told 
vhat  the  whole  armor  of  God  is:  "  Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt 
About  with  truth,  and  having  on  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness;  and  your 
feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  x>«ace.  Above  all,  taking  the 
shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked;  and  take  the  helmet  of  salvation  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  which  is 
the  word  of  God."  Yes,  here  is  the  remedy:  God's  armor,  the  whole  armor  of 
God — the  girdle  of  truth,  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness,  the  preparation  of 
the  gospel  of  peace,  the  shield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword 
of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God. 

Some  one  has  said  that  truth  can  be  more  vividly  impressed  upon  the  mind, 
-and  more  clearly  represented  to  the  intellect,  by  means  of  symbols,  or  pictures 
<which  appeal  to  the  eye  continually,  than  by  uttered  words,  the  full  force  of 
vhich  often  perishes  with  their  sound.  If  this  be  true,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt  it,  then  we  have  an  excuse  for  the  employment  of  all  these  symbols  you 
■see  displayed  here  to-day.  The  ceremonies  connected  with  our  Order,  like 
those  connected  with  all  other  parts  of  Masonry,  are  symbolical,  and  every 
symbol  we  claim  to  be  tuitional.  By  the  use  of  these  symbols,  we  seek  to  force 
•an  entrance  into  the  mind  and  heart,  and  to  obtain  for  truth  a  lodgment  there. 
Our  Order  was  founded  upon  the  principles  that  are  peculiar  to  the  Christian 
religion,  and  the  practice  of  Christian  virtues.  We  endeavor  to  teach  men 
patience  and  perseverance  in  every  good  work;  we  try  to  awaken  a  courageous 
■  «nd  constant  spirit  in  the  warfare  against  the  lying  vanities  and  deceits  of  this 
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world;  and  we  exhort  all  who  come  to  the  Asylam  of  our  Commandery,  to 
haVe  faith  in  God,  be  very  penitent  for  all  their  sins,  trust  Christ,  and  let  their 
light  shine  before  men  so  that  oar  Father  in  Heayen  may  be  glorified.  This 
military  garb  we  wear,  these  equipments  of  war,  these  glittering  swords  and 
that  banner  with  its  historical  sign  and  motto — these  are  some  of  our  symbols. 
To  the  eye  of  the  profane,  they  may  look  like  the  toys  of  children  at  play — 
80  be  it;  but  to  you,  Sir  Knights,  they  teach  the  duty  of  waging  a  good  warfare, 
brayely,  dauntlessly  and  perseveringly  unto  death. 

But  to  the  symbols,  or  figures  used  in  the  text:  the  apostle  having  informed 
us  concerning  the  number  and  nature  of  our  enemies,  proceeds  to  describe  the 
armor  of  God  with  which  we  are  to  be  clothed,  if  we  withstand  and  oonquer 
these  enemies.  "Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth,"  etc 
Evidently,  there  is  an  allusion  here  to  some  of  the  most  important  parts  of  th» 
Grecian  armor.  The  armor  of  the  Greeks  consisted  properly  of  two  sorts:  the 
defensive,  or  that  which  protected  themselves;  the  offensive,  or  that,  by  the  use 
of  which  they  injured  their  enemies.  Of  the  defensive  armor,  the  apostle  men- 
tions, first,  the  girdle:  "stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth.'*" 
The  military  girdle  of  the  Greeks  was  a  fine  ornamented  belt  and  strap  which 
was  used  for  three  purposes:  to  hold  up  the  sword  or  scabbard;  to  give 
support  to  the  loins  when  marching;  to  bind  the  garments,  which  were  of  a 
loose  and  fiowing  description,  and  which  would  have  been  a  great  hindrance 
to  the  warrior  without  the  girdle  to  bind  them. 

Now  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  among  commentators  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  apostle  here — the  girdle  of  truth,  or  being  girt  about  with 
truth.  Some  understand  it  as  referring  to  the  doctrines  and  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel.  These  should  cleave  to  us  as  the  girdle  does  to  the  loins.  Others  say  it 
may  be  taken  for  sincerity ;  i.  e..  we  should  be  sincere  in  all  we  undertake,  or 
profess  in  this  warfare.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  apostle  refers  to  something 
objective  and  not  subjective — i.  e.,  to  something  we  are  to  take  to  ourselves  and 
not  to  something  we  are  to  have  in  ourselves.  I  believe  he  refers  to  the  principle 
of  truth,  or  to  truthful  principles.  As  Christian  soldiers  we  are  to  have  a  princi- 
ple or  principles,  and  these  are  to  girt  us  about,  making  us  strong  against  all  of 
the  attacks  of  infidelity,  licentiousness  and  instability.  In  short,  we  are  to  be 
rooted  and  grounded  in  the  truth — having  fixed  convictions  of  right ;  holding- 
to  the  Divine  standard  and  rule  of  .duty.  In  the  language  of  scripture:  "No 
more  children,  tossed  to  fro  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  and 
by  the  slight  of  men,  and  cunning  craftiness,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
ceive ;  but  like  men,  strong  in  the  Lord  and  in  the  power  of  His  might."  The 
great  trouble  with  the  world  to-day  is  not  infidelity  professed^  nor  antagonism 
to  truth  ;  but  indifference  and  neglect  of  truth.  So  few  are  fixed  and  estab- 
lished in  great  governing  principles  ;  so  few  have  a  motive,  or  an  end  in  life  ; 
the  consequence  is,  we  drift  with  the  multitude,  go  here  and  there,  do  this  and 
that,  without  knowing  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  We  accept  the  Bible  as  the 
Revealed  Truth  of  God.  The  Bible  contains  certain  principles  that  are  to 
guide  our  feet  all  the  way  through  life.  These  principles  we  are  to  know  and 
keep  ever  before  us,  living  up  to  their  demands,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  to 
stand,  and  to  withstand  ;  provided,  we  take  also  the  breast-plate  of  righteous- 
ness !  "Stand,  therefore,"  says  the  apostle,  "having  your  loins  girt  about  with 
truth,  and  having  on  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness."  The  breast-plate  of  the 
ancients,  was  that  part  of  the  defensive  armor,  which  covered  the  whole  region 
of  the  thorax  or  breast,  in  which  the  vital  organs  of  life  are  contained,  It  was 
made  of  various  materials — sometimes  of  flax,  woven  very  thick  ;  sometimes  of 
felt,  and  some  were  made  of  iron  or  brazen  scales  laid  one  over  the  other,  like 
the  scales  of  a  fish.  Now  as  the  breast-plate  was  a  protection  to  the  vital  parts 
of  the  body,  so  is  righteousness  a  defense  to  the  heart  or  soul  of  the  Christian 
soldier.  I  shall  enter  into  no  controversy,  as  to  whether  this  righteousness  is 
imputed  to  u&,  or  wrought  in  us.  In  this  instance  it  may  be  both — imputed  to  ua 
as  the  grounds  of  our  justification,  and  wrought  in  us  to  the  extent  of  making  us 
new  creatures.    Justification  is  a  work  done  in  Heaven,  before  the  Court  of  God, 
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and  is  alone  and  solely  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ ;  or  the  righteouxnes^ 
of  Christy  but  regeneration  is  a  work  of  righteousness  wrought  in  the  soul  of 
the  belieyer,  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  a  result  or  sequel  to  the  justification  done 
in  heaven,  one  is  the  act  of.  Christ  making  us  right  with  God  ;  the  other  is  the 
act  of  the  Holy  Ghost  making  us  right  with  avrsdvea  and  within  ourselves  ;  and 
this  is  our  breast-plate.  Satan  and  sin  can  never  overcome  us  so  long  as  our 
hearts  are  pure.  A  pure  heart  is  a  fortified  city  ;  therefore  ^^keep  thy  heart 
with  all  diligence.*' 

But  we  are  exhorted  further  to  have  our  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the 
gospel  of  peace.  Boots,  or  greaves,  were  a  part  of  the  ancient  defensive  armor. 
The  greaves,  proper,  were  pieces  of  brass,  which  covered  the  shin  and  front  of 
the  leg.  The  advantage  of  these  brazen  boots,  as  they  were  called,  was  to 
guard  the  legs  and  feet  from  iron  stakes  placed  in  the  way  to  gall  and  wound 
them.  There  was  also  a  peculiar  kind  of  sole  connected  with  these  boots  ; 
they  were  made  rough  at  the  bottom,  or  had  short  tacks  in  the  bottom,  which 
enabled  the  soldier  to  stand  on  very  slippery  places^  and  to  scale  great  heights. 
Dr.  Whitby  thinks  the  sense  of  these  words,  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the 
gospel  of  peace,  "may  be  that  ye  may  be  ready  for  the  combat,  be  ye  shod  with 
the  gospel  of  peace  ;  endeavor  after  that  peaceable  and  quiet  mind  which  the 
gospel  calls  for;  be  not  easily  provoked,  or  prone  to  quarel,  but  show  all  gentle- 
ness, and  long  suffering,  to  all '  men  ;  and  this  will  as  certainly  preserve  you 
from  many  great  temptations  and  persecutions,  as  did  those  shoes  of  brass  the 
soldiers  ^rom  those  gall  traps,"  etc.  Dr.  Clark  says  the  apostle  had  in  view, 
obedience  to  the  gospel,  and  a  readiness  to  publish  the  gospel.  I  think  he 
meanis  that  we  should  be  30  familiar  with  the  gospel,  its  precepts  and  princi- 
ples, its  warnings  and  promises,  as  to  be  able,  when  a  temptation  has  only  the 
appearance  of  evil,  to  detect  it,  and  to  avoid  all  traps  set  for  our  feet,  by  Satan 
or  the  world.  In  other  words,  to  have  always  ready  "^1  thus  milk  the  LonT^  to 
meet  every  suggestion,  or  invitation  of  a  doubtful  character. 

But  "above  all,"  says  the  apostle,  ^^king  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye 
shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked."  Now,  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  apostle  to  teach  that  faith  is  above  all  other  Christian  graces  in  point 
of  importance,  for  it  is  not.  Love  is  greater — faith,  hope  and  charity,  but  the 
greatest  of  these  is  charity,  or  love.  What,  then,  does  he  mean  by  the  expres- 
sion, "Above  all,  taking  the  shield  of  faith."  The  use  of  the  shield  by  the 
Greek  soldier  will  explain  it :  they  used  their  shields  to  protect  the  other  parts 
of  their  armor,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  body  itself.  The  shield  received  and 
quenched  the  fiery  darts  that  would  have  destroyed  the  girdle  and  breast-plate, 
if  they  had  reached  them  ;  so  our  enemy,  when  he  fails  to  lead  us  into  infidel- 
ity and  rebellion  against  God,  when  he  cannot  keep  us  from  taking  the  girdle 
of  truth  and  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness,  will  try  to  get  us  to  dotiht  our 
sincerity^  deny  ow  conversion,  and  reject  the  witness  God  gives  ««,  that  we  are  His 
children.  Faith  as  a  shield  protects  oub  abmob  from  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
wicked. 

Then  take  "the  helmet  of  salvation."  In  Thessalonians,  this  helmit  is  called 
the  Hope  of  Salvation:  "and  for  a  helmet,  the  Hope  of  Salvation."  The  mili- 
tary helmet  of  the  Greeks  was  "of  various  forms  and  embossed  with  a  gpreat 
variety  of  figures.  Connected  with  the  helmit  was  the  crest  or  ridge  on  the 
top  of  the  helmet,  adorned  with  several  emblematic  figures  :"  some  had  a  lion  ; 
some  a  serx>ent ;  and  some  the  anchor,  representing  hope.  The  apostle  seems 
to  have  had  in  mind  a  helmet  of  this  last  description.  The  soldier  who  wore 
this  had  a  hope  that  he  would  escape  safe  from  battle,  and  that  he  would  suc- 
ceed in  all  his  engagements.  So  the  Hope  of  Salvation,  present  and  eternal,, 
protects  the  true  soldier  of  the  Cross,  from  being  confused  and  discouraged  : 
the  figure  on  the  hemlet,  was  also  a  distinguishing  badge  ;  it  showed  to  what 
army  the  man  belonged.  It  was  a  confession  of  his  faith  ;  so  my  beloved,  if 
we  are  sincere  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  if  we  are  the  real  defenders 
of  the  Christian  Religion  ;  if  we  have  on  the  Girdle  of  Truth,  and  the  Breast- 
plate of  Righteousness  ;  if  our  feet  are  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel 
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of  Peace,  and  we  carry  the  Shield  of  Faith,  then  take  also  the  Helmet  of  Sal- 
vation, confess  Christ  to  the  world  and  let  your  light  shine  before  men  so  as  to 
glorify  your  Father  in  Heaven. 

Finally,  take  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Word  of  God:  for  yoars 
is  to  be  an  offensive,  as  well  as  a  defensive  warfare.  The  eanse  of  justice  and 
virtue  demands  that  yon  go  or  send  this  Word  to  yonr  fellows  who  have  it  not, 
and  it  is  to  be  used  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places,  till  that  great 
day  shall  come  when  swords  shall  be  beaten  into  plowshares  and  spears  into 
pruning  hooks ;  when  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  leara  war  any  more,  when  the  reign  of  ImmanueL,  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  shall  be  perfect  and  everlasting. 

Sir  Knights:  The  armor  of  God,  figuratively  speaking,  lies*before  you:  The 
Girdle  of  Truth,  the  Breast-plate  of  Righteousness,  the  Gospel  Sandles,  the 
Shield  of  Faith,  the  Helmet  of  Salvation  and  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is 
the  Word  of  God.  It  is  good  armor,  and  true,  and  just  such  as  we  need,  for 
the  great  conflict  of  life.  Take  it.  Sir  Knights— put  it  on,  and  fight  manfully 
the  good  fight  of  faith.  Yes,  take  the  whole  armor,  for  you  will  need  it  all,  not 
a  part — but  all.  You  remember  that  incident,  in  classical  literature:  The 
mother  of  Achilles  received  information  from  the  gods,  that  if  she  would  dip 
the  body  of  her  son  in  the  River  Styx,  itwould  be  in  vulnerable,  and  so  it  was, 
until  Paris,  his  enemy,  having  learned  that  the  heel  of  Achilles  had  not  been 
dipped,  when  his  mother  immersed  his  body,  and  was  therefore  vulnerable, 
shot  an  arrow  into  that  heel  and  slew  him ;  and  so  it  may  be  with  us  in  a  spirit- 
ual sense  if  we  take  not  the  whole  armor  of  God. 

Sir  Knights:  Once  more  let  me  exhort  you,  to  "be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  power  of  His  might.  Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye  may  be 
able  to  stand  againsb  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  for  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and 
blood,  but  against  principalities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the 
darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  Where- 
fore take  unto  you  the  whole  armor  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  trithstand 
in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand.  Stand,  therefore,  having  your 
loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and  having  on  the  breast-plate  of  righteousness;  and 
your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace — above  all,  taking 
the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  (darts  of 
the  wicked;  and  take  the  helmet  of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit 
which  is  the  Word  of  God."  With  these  go  forth,  like  your  Illustrious  Captain, 
from  conquering  to  conquer;  and  then  at  the  gates  of  the  City  of  God  you 
may  lay  this  armor  by,  as  the  angelic  messengers  greet  you,  with  some  such 
welcome  as  this : 

"Soldiers  of  Christ,  well  done, 

Praise  be  thy  new  employ ; 
And  while  eternal  ages  run. 
Rest  in  thy  Savior's  joy." 

On  return  to  the  Asylum,  V.*.  E.*.  Sir  Daniel  Smith,  (of  Mobile)  Grand 
Captain  of  the  Guard  of  the  General  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  and  Inspector  for  the  Division  which  includes  this  jurisdiction,  was 
introduced  and  received  in  Knightly  form,  and  welcomed  in  cordial  terms  by 
the  R.\  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  to  which,  V.*.  E.*.  Sir  Smith  made  appropriate 
response. 

Sir  W.  G.  Paxton,  on  behalf  of  Committee  of  Arrangements  from  Magnolia 
Commandery,  presented  the  following  Programme,  and  the  same  was  adopted, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Grand  Commandery: 

ORDER  OF  THE  CONCLAVE. 

Wednesday,  June  4. 

The  Grand  Commandery  will  convene  at  the  Asylum  of  Magnolia  Comman- 
dery, No.  2,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Devotional  Offices  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  11  o*clock  a.  m.,  led 
bjr  the  Reverend  Grand  Prelate,  Sir  Knight  J.  M.  Boon,  assisted  bjr  the  Reverend 
Sir  Knight  R.  S.  Woodward. 

Pboobssiomal — "fforifc  the  Song  of  Jubilee.''^ 

BXHOBTATION. 

INVOCATION. 

OLOBIA   IN   KX0KL8I8. 

KPI8TLE. 

TB  DEX7M   LAUDAMU8. 

HOLT   U08PEL. 

DBOLABATION  OF   FAITH. 

BBAXTTITUDBS. 

PBATSBS. 

Soho— ^Nearer  My  Ood  to  Thee^'' — Miss  Dorman. 

Sbbmon — By  the  Rev.  Grand  Prelate. 

Benediction. 

Recessional — '*/  will  Pi-aise  the  Name  of  the  Lord," 

Upon  returning  to  the  Asylum  the  business  of  the  Grand  Commandery  will  be 

proceeded  with. 

Evening,  8  o^clock,  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross. 

banquet. 

Thursday,  June  5,  at  9:30  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Grand  Commandery  will  convene. 

At  11  o'clock  A.  M.,  Excursion  to  the  National  Cemetery,  and  through  the 
Lake,  on  the  Steamer  Ismquena,  kindly  tendered  by  her  owners  in  compliment 
to  the  visiting  Knights  and  Ladies. 

Carriage  Ride  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  a  Tour  of  Inspection  through  the  city. 


The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  declared  aujourued  until  4  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTHRNOON  8HSSION. 

4  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  Grand  Commandery  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Officers 
as  before,  except  Sir  R.  Highgate,  as  Grand  Warder. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander  then  proceeded  to  read  his  Address,  which  is 
as  follows: 

Grand  Commander's  Address. 

Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

^Time  passes  on;  the  seasons  fly, 
And  one  by  one  the  years  roll  by." 

So  it  is;  another  year,  with  its  burden  of  care  and  sorrow,  with  all  its  freight 
of  blessings  and  good,  has  passed  away,  to  return  no  more  forever.  Its  busi- 
ness is  ended;  its  errors  and  defects  are  written  down  in  that  record  which 
ehall  be  read  by  the  light  of  a  burning  world.    It  is  fit  that  we  pause,  reflect 
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aad  resolve.  How  many  blessings  have  we  enjoyed  daring  the  past  yearf 
They  are  as  the  sands  of  the  sea  for  multitude.  Are  we  better  or  worse  for  hav- 
ing enjoyed  them?  One  or  the  other  we  certainly  are.  If  they  have  been 
received  with  a  cheerful  gratitude  and  improved  with  a  loving  obedience,  we  are 
better  prepared  to  live  and  better  prepared  to  die  than  we  were  when  we  en- 
tered upon  the  year.  If  we  have  received  them  with  sullen  ingratitude,  and 
murmured  that  they  were  not  more  abundant  or  richer;  if  we  have  neglected 
them  or  abused  them,  we  have  more  of  guilt  and  less  of  purity  and  happiness 
than  when  the  year  began  its  course. 

Have  we  had  sorrow  and  affliction  alloted  to  us?  "Whom  the  Lord  loveth  He 
chasteneth,"  and  this  should  carry  our  minds,  our  hearts,  our  hopes  to  those 
realms  of  peace  and  pleasure  where  sorrow  is  unknown. 

Daring  the  present  year  many  of  our  friends  ana  brethren  have  passed  away 
from  labor  to  refreshment,  to  a  world  unchangeable  and  everlasting.  Some 
have  died  in  peace  and  have  gone  to  rest  with  God.  Blessed  thought!  This 
should  encourage  us  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  that  we,  too,  may  gain  a 
glorious  prize.  Some  may,  perhaps,  have  gone  to  a  doubtful  doom.  Was  our 
example,  were  our  admonitions  to  them  such  that  we  can  meet  them  in  the 
Judgment  without  fear,  or  have  we  reason  to  believe  that  a  more  faithful  csourae 
on  our  part  might  have  shed  the  light  of  a  heavenly  hope  ,on  the  darkness  of 
their  mortal  exit?  A  fearful,  solemn  reflection!  But  they  have  gone,  and  with 
them  the  year  that  was  ^heir  last,  and  we  are  left  standing  upon  the  threshold 
of  another,  which  may  be  our  last.  But  with  what  purpose  or  resolves?  Are 
we  floating  along  the  tide  of  life  as  drift,  aimless  and  without  any  high  and 
scientific  objects  to  crain  ?  or  are  we  entering  upon  holy  resolves,  to  be  more 
diligent  in  the  improvement  of  our  time,  to  cultivate  with  assiduity  our  minds 
and  our  hearts,  to  comfort  the  sorrowful  dnd  give  to  the  needy  labor  for  eternal 
life  with  constancy  and  courage  ?  So  should  we  do,  and  so  live  that  when  we  shall 
be  offered  the  last  libation  and  receive  our  summons  to  cross  the  river  that  we 
may  quaff  the  cup  with  a  conviction  that  we  will  rest  beneath  the  green  bay 
tree,  may  we  realize  that  we  are  but  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  and  "go 
not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night,  scourged  to  his  dungeon,''  but  with  an  unfal- 
tering trust  in  the  power  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah;  and  then,  whether 
our  years  be  many  or  few,  they  shall  be  both  happy  and  useful;  and  our  death, 
whether  sooner  or  later,  shall  be  peaceful  and  glorious. 

It  is  but  natural,  upon  an  occasion  like  this,  that  our  thoughts  would  revert 
to  those  absent  ones,  who  have  been  associated  with  us  on  so  many  occasions, 
who  have  completed  their  pilgrimage,  warfare  and  penitence,  and  gone  to  rest, 
enjoying  the  reward  that  awaits  the  valiant  and  faithful  Templar. 

Six  years  ago  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  met  in  your 
city.  Then,  as  now,  she  opened  wide  her  heart  and  her  hands  to  receive  us. 
But  there  were  then  present  some,  whom  we  all  loved,  and  whom  we  still  remem- 
ber. I  know  you  have  not  forgotten  your  FAiBcniiiD.  I  can  see  him  now  occu- 
pying the  chair  of  authority,  as  I  do,  presiding  over  this  Grand  Body.  I  recall 
his  presentation  to  this  Grand  Commandery  of  a  gavel  constructed  from  wood 
from  Mamre  and  Mt.  Olivet,  and  at  the  installation,  in  his  usual  jovial  style, 
presented  the  Grand  Sword  Bearer  with  a  tin  sword,  and  various  other  pleasant 
incidents  which  I  could  relate.    Then  his  glorious  deeds  of  mercy  and  charity. 
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Bold  and  fearless  in  the  advooaoy  of  that  which  he  deemed  right,  he  never 
swerved  from  dnty  or  fled  from  danger,  bat  in  the  darkest  hour  of  adversity 
he  was  ever  with  the  foremost  in  the  fight. 

And  yonr  Fbenoh!  whose  death  is  so  recent  that  it  pains  me  to  make  men- 
tion of  it,  for  bnt  a  few  weeks  ago  he  was  with  you,  and  but  two  years  ago  it 
was  that  he  presided  over  this  Grand  Body  as  your  Grand  Commander,  and  to- 
day he  is  sleeping  that  sleep  which  knows  no  waking  till  the  trumpet  shal' 
sound. 

There  are  also  others,  not  now  with  us,  whose  every  thought  aud  deed  were 
worthy  of  .the  Order  they  represented — men  whom  to  name  was  to  claim  for 
them  and  their  memories  reverence.  Still  how  grateful  should  we  be  to  the 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Universe  for  His  infinite  goodness  and  mercies  to- 
wards us  as  individuals  during  the  past  year.  We  certainly  have  abundant 
cause  to  be  thankful  to  Him  who  has  shielded  us  from  death  during  our  recess. 
And  how  fitting  and  proper,  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  business,  to 
repair  to  some  place  of  worship,  there  giving  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father, 
who  has  so  signally  blest  us. 

Allow  me,  Sir  Knights,  to  congratulate  you,  one  and  all,  upon  this  auspicious 
occasion,  which  ushers  in  this  the  twenty -fourth  Anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Sir  Knights,  one  year  ago,  by  your  suflfrage  and  partiality,  1  was  placed  in 
authority  as  your  Grand  Commander,  and  I  now  appear  before  you  to  render  an 
account  of  my  stewardship.  How  well  or  how  ill  I  have  administered  the  high 
trust,  remains  for  you  to  say.  I  now  submit  my  official  acts  for  your  inspec- 
tion and  review. 

The  first  duty  your  Grand  Commander  was  called  upon  to  perform,  was  to 
declare  the  office  of  Grand  Standard  Bearer  vacant,  he  failing  to  present  him- 
self for  installation  (and  for  other  reasons.)  I  notified  the  Grand  Standard 
Bearer  elect,  of  said  action,  and  appointed  to  fill  that  vacancy  £.*.  Sir  W.  A. 
Bodenhamer,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  10.  Also  appointed,  during  our  re- 
cess. Sir  Wm.  Murray,  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No.  2,  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Guard,  and  appointed  P.%  G. .  Commander  W.  G.  Paxton  my  proxy  to  install 
him;  and  appointed  £.*.  Sir  Frank  Burkitt  to  install  the  former,  both  of  which 
were  duly  performed. 

I  also  made  the  following  appointments  of  Standing  Committees  : 

Templar  Law — Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  G.  Y.  Freeman. 

Foreign  Correspondence — E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Wm.  French,  James  T.  Meade. 

IBBEOULABITT. 

Shortly  after  our  last  Grand  Conclave,  I  was  informed  that  Grenada  Com- 
mandery No.  15,  had,  and  was  conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  for  thirty- 
five  dollars,  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Cammandery  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  I  at  once  saw  V.\  E.\  Sir  W.  P.  Towler,  an  officer  of 
Grenada  Commandery,  in  reference  to  the  matter;  he  acknowledged  the  offense^ 
stating  that  they  were  under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  existing  law,  and 
that  if  they  were  wrong,  they  had  committed  the  error  ignorantly.  That  the 
Commandery  had  been  dormant  for  some  time,  the  minute  book  lost,  etc.,  and 
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hence  the  yiolation,  and  stated  to  me  that  he  woald  bring  the  matter  before  his 
Commandery  at  once,  and  have  the  same  rectified,  which  was  done. 

Permit  me  here  to  say,  in  extenuation  of  Grenada  Commandery,  that  I  am 
f  nlly  satisfied  that  it  was  not  done  because  of  any  want  of  loyalty  to  this  Grand 
Body,  nor  from  any  improper  motive,  but  because  they  did  not  give  the  subject 
sufficient  thought  or  investigation.  I  regret  having  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of 
this  Grand  Commandery,  but  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  so  to  do. 

DBOntOIIS. 

1.  What  is  the  minimuin  fee  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  ?  When  and 
where  was  Art.  7,  Sec.  3,  of  the  Constitution  changed  ? 

Aruwer—krt.  7,  Sec.  3,  was  amended  at  Columbus,  Session  1879,  inserting 

forty  dollars  instead  of  fifty,  which  is  now  the  existing  law. 

2.  A.  B.,  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  was  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  a  Chapter  located  at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  which  surrendered  its  charter  dur- 
ing or  just  after  the  war.  Can  he  make  application  [for  the  Order  of  Knight- 
hood upon  the  certificate  of  the  Grand  Secretary  ? 

I  decided  that  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Secretary  was  sufficient.  Rules 
and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  Sec.  75.  ^*It  is  not 
necessary  that  a  candidate  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  should  be  a  member 
H)f  either  Lodge  or  Chapter." 

8.  Should  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  upon  the  petition  of  an 
applicant  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  be  recorded  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
Commandery?  (2)  If  report  is  unfavorable,  is  it  necessary  to  display  the 
ballot  ?  (3)  If  the  petition  is  once  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  can  it  be 
withdrawn  ? 

Answer —  1.  The  character  of  the  report  of  a  committee,  whether  favorable 
or  not,  should  never  be  recorded.  2.  An  unfavorable  report  does  not  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  a  ballot,  which  must  be  taken  in  all  cases.  3.  A  petition 
once  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  cannot  be  withdrawn,  unless  it  shall  appear 
that  the  Commandery  has  not  jurisdiction  over  the  petitioner. 

4.  We  have  in  our  Commandery  two  or  three  members,  who  do  not  belong 
to  any  Lodge  or  Chapter,  having  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
They  were  also  suspended  in  the  Commandery  for  the  same  thing;  they  recently 
made  application  to  have  their  dues  remitted  in  the  Commandery,  and  asked 
to  be  reinstated  to  membership,  and  the  Commandery  granted  their  request. 
One  of  the  persons  mentioned,  however,  had  his  dues  remitted  in  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  was  reinstated,  but  still  stands  suspended  in  the  Chapter.  What  I 
desire  to  know  is,  if  a  member  is  suspended  from  the  Blue  Lodge  or  Chapter 
for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  can  he  affiliate  with  the  Commandery  ? 

To  which  I  replied  as  follows:  When  a  member  is  suspended  or  expelled 
from  his  Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  for  the  non-payment  of  dues, 
which  suspension  or  expulsion  is  done  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Grand  lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  having  jurisdiction,  it  is  a  legal  sus- 
pension, and  I  therefore  decide,  that  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  one  from  his 
Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  deprives  a  Knight  of  all  rights  and 
privileges  in  his  Commandery. 

In  reference  to  the  case  stated  in  your  letter,  "Whose  dhes  have  been  remit- 
ted in  the  Blue  Lodge  and  restored  to  good  standing  therein,  but  still  standing 
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fluspended  in  the  Chapter/*  would  say,  that  if  the  Bospension  in  the  Chapter 
was  due  to  the  action  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  he  beint;  restored  to  the  rights  and 
priyileges  of  a  Master  Mason,  that  action  would  restore  him  to  the  rights  and 
priyileges  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  the  same  rule  applies  to  his  standing  in 
the  Commandery.  Supplement  to  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment: 

§  49.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  has  the 
effect  given  to  it  by  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Juris- 
diction. It  depends  upon  the  laws  whether  all  Masonic  rights  are  taken  away 
or  certain  disabilities  are  incurred.  Templar  rights  are  taken  away  in  the  for- 
mer case,  but  not  necessarily  in  the  latter. 

§  114.  The  Grand  Encampment  has  adopted  the  generally  receiyed  law  that 
the  restoration,  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  of  a  Templar  expelled  or  suspended 
by  such  Lodge  or  Chapter,  restores  him  to  all  rights  of  wMch  he  was  deprived 
by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  viz.:  to  good  standing  as  a  Templar,  and  to  member- 
ship in  his  Commandery. 

In  further  support  of  my  decision,  will  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
decision  of  the  M.*.  E.'.  Grand  Master,  of  the  same  mooted  question,  at  the  last 
Triennial  Conclave,  and  which  was  approved  by  that  Grand  Body.  As  I  deem 
it  a  very  important  question,  will  give  both  the  question,  and  his  answers  in 
full: 

Decision  IL  Expulsion,  suspension  and  dropping  from  the  rolls  by  Lodge 
or  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Commander  of  Louisiana  issued  a  general  order  to  the  Eminent 
Commanders  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  ^^cause  to  be  struck  from  the 
roll  of  members  the  names  of  all  Sir  Knights  who  are  expelled,  suspended  or 
dropped  from  the  roll  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  by  either  their  Lodge  or 
Chapter."  One  whose  name  was  thus  dropped  appealed  to  the  Grand  Master, 
which  appeal  was  regularly  transmitted  through  the  Grand  Commander.  The 
Grand  Commander  also  requested  the  Grand  Master^s  decision  upon  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  the  issuance  of  his  Order.    I  decided: 

First,  That  the  appeal  to  the  Grand  Master  be  dismissed,  because  the  Sir 
Knight  was  dropped  from  the  roll  of  his  Commandery  by  the  action  of  the  Emi- 
nent Commander  of  his  Commandery;  and  though  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  of  the  Grand  Commander,  his  appeal  lay  to  the  Grand  Commandery, 
and  not  to  the  Grand  Master. 

Second,  In  answer  to  the  request  of  the  Grand  Commander,  I  decided  that  an 
expulsion  or  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  by  a  Lodge  after  trial  by  the 
Lodge,  which  trial  is  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  having  jurisdiction,  and  the  expulsion  or  suspension  for  non-payment 
of  dues  being  authorized  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  a 
legal  expulsion  or  suspension,  and  to  be  respected  accordingly;  and, 

Third,  I  decided  the  striking  from  the  rolls,  by  a  Roy^  Arch  Chapter,  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  said  striking  from  the  roll  being  the  penalty  authorized 
by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  having  jurisdiction,  does  not  have  the  effect 
of  an  expulsion  or  suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Chapter  Mason- 
ry. Striking  from  the  rolls  is  not  expulsion  or  suspension;  it  merely  results  in 
non-afiUiation. 

The  same  questions  have  been  presented  to  me  from  other  quarters.  An- 
other Grand  Commander  (New  Jersey)  issued  a  general  order  containing  the 
following  paragraphs: 

I.  The  Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States  having 
decided  thatlhe  status  of  a  Sir  Knight  is  impaired  while  he  remains  expelled 
or  suspended  from  good  and  regular  standing  in,  or  is  ^^stricken  from  the  roll*' 
of  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  it  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  Eminent  Commanders  of 
the  several  Commanderies  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  forthwith  cause  immedi- 
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ate  and  thoroogh  investigation  of  their  respective  rolls  of  membership  to  be 
made,  and  the  Masonic  status  ascertained  of  every  member  in  his  Lo4ge  or 
Chapter. 

They  are  further  ordered  to  direct  their  Recorders  to  forward,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  this  State,  a  list  duly  sealed  and  attested,  of 
all  members  at  the  time  suffering  under  sentence  of  expulsion  or  suspension 
from  their  respective  Lodges  or  Chapters,  or  whose  names  at  the  time  are 
^^stricken  from  the  rolls"  of  their  Lodges  or  Chapters. 

*^he  penalties  incurred  by  such  Masonic  discipline  must  be  rigidly  carried 
into  effect  in  every  instance  whereto  they  do  apply." 

^11.  Expulsion  or  suspension  from  his  Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter deprives  a  Knight  of  all  rights  and  privileges  in  his  Commandery,  and  of 
all  intercourse  with  the  Order." 

^^In  the  case  of  a  member  ^stricken  from  the  roll*  of  his  Lodge  or  Chapter, 
the  disability  affects  his  standing  in  his  Commandery  in  the  same  degree  and 
kind.  Under  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  this  State,  a  member 
'stricken  from  the  rolP  may  visit  subordinate  commanderiee,  but  cannot  vot« 
or  hold  ofQce  of  any  kind." 

The  Grand  Commander  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  Order,  and  inquires  whether  I 
approve  '^paragraphs  I.  and  II.  as  being  in  accordance  with  the  Statutes  of  the 
Grand  Encampment."  I  give  my  reply  in  full,  trusting  it  may  throw  light  apon 
the  question  which  seems  to  be  the  cause  of  much  trouble,  how  f  aV  and  in  what 
way  the  rights  of  a  member  of  a  Commandery  are  affected  by  the  action  of  a 
Lodge  or  Chapter. 

Opinion. 

''You  ask,  if  I  approve  of  paragraphs  one  and  two,  as  being  in  accordance  with 
the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

"Paragraph  I  relates  to  the  obtaining  of  information,  and  in  ray  judgment 
is  wholly  within  your  discretion.  The  important  question,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion, is  presented  by  the  second  clause  of  paragraph  II.  The  first  clause,  which 
reads,  'Expulsion  or  suspension  from  his  Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter deprives  a  Knight  of  all  rights  and  privileges  in  his  Commandery,  and  of 
all  intercourse  with  the  Order,'  correctly  states  the  law  in  cases  of  expulsion  or 
auspension. 

"Expulsion  or  suspension  from  the  rights  of  Freemasonry^*  deprives  a  Sir  Knight 
of  his  Masonic  standing,  of  that  Masonic  standing  or  Masonic  foundation 
necessary  to  sustain  his  Templar  standing,  or  the  Templar  superstructure 
erected  upon  that  Masonic  foundation. 

"If  sti-tlcing  from  the  rolls  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter,  is  held  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
or  Grand  Chapter  of  the  jurisdiction  to  deprive  the  member  of  his  Ma^onie 
rights^  then  it  has  the  same  effect  as  expulsion  or  suspension  ;  it  is  the  same 
thing,  though  described  by  other  words.  If,  however,  striking  from  th^  rolls 
merely  deprives  the  brother  or  Companion  of  membership  in  hii*  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter, it  has  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  standing  of  the  Sir  Knight  either  with 
reference  to  his  general  standing  or  his  membership  in  his  Commandery. 
No.  89  of  the  Supplement  says  :  By  merely  becoming  non-affiliated  in 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  a  Templar  does  not  lose  his  standing  in  the  Commandery. 
And  the  Code,  speaking  of  applicants  for  the  Order,  says  :  'Nor  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  petitioner  be  a  member  of  either  Lodge  or  Chapter.' 

'*You  have  probably  been  misled  by  giving  too  literal  a  construction,  to  par- 
agraphs 49  and  51  of  the  Supplement. 

"In  my  judgment  it  was  intended  merely  by  those  sections  to  say  that  if  the 
striking  from  the  roll  of  membership  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  so  affects  the 
Masonic  rtanding  of  the  Sir  Knight,  as  that  he  shall  be  held  to  be  expelled  or 
suspended  from  his  Masonic  rights  then  he  shall  also  be  held  to  have  lost  his 
rights  as  a  Knight  Templar,  and  if  it  amounts  to  losing  membership  only,  it 
does  not  affect  his  rights  as  a  Templar. 

"It  was  not  intended  to  carry  the  principle  under  discus.^ion  further  than  that 
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I  oertainljr  am  not  willing  to  carry  it  fnrther.  I  hold  that  neither  Lodge  nor 
Chapter  can  affect  a  Templar's  rights  except  in  the  way  I  have  stated — 
namely,  by  expelling  or  suspending  Mm  from  his  Masonio.rights." 

DUPXIV8ATION8. 

I  issned  my  special  dispensation  to  ballot  npon  candidates  without  waiting 
the  usual  time,  to  the  following  Oommanderies  : 

DeMolay,  No.  8,  May  22d,  1888. 

Holly  Springs,  No.  4,  July  19th,  1883. 

Magnolia,  No.  2,  March  8d,  1884,  afterwards  re*  issued  March  10th,  owing  to 
the  fact  they  could  not  give  due  notice  to  members. 

May  17th,  1884,  refused  Magnolia  Gommandery  a  dispensation  to  receive 
petition  and  ballot  instanter. 

Under  this  head,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  what  seems  to  me,  to  be 
the  law  upon  this  subject,  for  the  general  opinion  of  the  Sir  Knights  seems  to 
be,  that  the  Grand  Commander  can,  or  should  grant  hi9  dispensation  when 
asked  for  upon  the  simple  request  of  the  Eminent  Commander;  whereas,  an 
examination  [of  the  law  upon  the  subject  shows  that  the  Grand  Commander 
may  grant  a  dispensation  upon  the  majority  Tote  of  the  Gommandery.  Sup- 
plement to  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment : 

Sbotion  36.  The  Grand  Commander  has  the  power  to  grant  a  dispensation 
to  act  upon  a  petition  in  less  than  four  weeks  after  its  presentation,  although 
the  By-laws  of  the  Gommandery  made  no  such  exception. 

Section  37.  Such  dispensation  can  be  asked  for  only  by  vote  of  the  Gom- 
mandery; but  a  majority  vote  is  sufficient. 

And  from  the  reading  of  said  sections,  my  humble  judgment  is,  that  all 
requests  for  such  dispensations,  should  show  such  action  by  the  Gommandery. 
And  if  this  law  were  strictly  adhered  to,  the  Grand  ('Ommander  could  not  often 
materially  err  in  complying  with  their  request,  and  had  I  my  time  to  go  over, 
would  require  the  Commanderies  to  comply  with  it. 

October  17th — Granted  my  special  dispensation  to  Holly  Springs  Gomman- 
dery, to  march  in  uniform  from  Asylum  to  Court  House  Square,  and  return, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  Gommandery  photographed. 

July  dd,  1883 — Issued  my  special  dispensation  to  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Tennessee,  to  invade  and  unfurl  their  colors  in  our  jurisdiction, 
further  notice  of  which  is  made  under  the  head  of  Official  Visitations. 

I  issued  dispensation  to  the  following  Commanderies  to  elect  officers,  they 
failing  to  elect  at  specified  time: 

Holly  Springs  Gommandery  No.  4,  January  14th. 

St.  Cyr  Gommandery  No.  6,  February  21st. 

Lexington  Gommandery  No.  3,  May  23d. 

While  I  find  no  law  requiring  a  dispensation  to  elect  officers  in  consequence 
of  a  failure  to  elect  on  regular  meeting  in  December,  I  nevertheless  complied 
with  thoir  requests,  thereby  following  in  the  footprints  of  my  predecessors, 
the  precedent  having  been  set  by  them,  (and  possibly  founded  upon  law,)  and 
not  being  altogether  positive  myself  did  not  wish  to  break  down  the  long 
established  custom. 

The  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Missis- 
sippi, Article  III,  after  enumerating  the  officers  to  be  elected,  etc,  says:  "All 
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of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot,  at  the  last  stated  meeting  before 
St.  John  the  Eyangelist^s  Day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  oonTenient,**  which  is 
all  the  law  I  find  upon  the  sabject,  and  from  the  reading  of  said  article,  I  can- 
not see  why  a  dispensation  is  necessary.  And  in  order  to  get  an  expression 
from  this  Grand  Commandery,  will  decide  that  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Commander,  to  elect  officers  after  St.  John*s  Day,  is  nnneccesi^,  bat  that  they 
mast  be  elected  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

May  14th,  1883— Received  a  communication  from  the  V.*.  E.*.  Sir  Eli  C- 
Birdsey,  oar  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecti- 
cat,  stating  that  at  the  session  1880  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed: 

Besolvedf  That  the  commissions  of  all  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery near  other  Grand  Commanderies,  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  1883, 
and  that  thereafter  all  similar  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  date  of  the 
succeeding  Triennial  Conclave. 

December  26th— Received  a  similar  communication  from  the  R.*.  £.*.  Grand 
Commander  of  Illinois. 

April  loth,  1884 — A  similar  one,  from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Vermont. 

November  8d — Received  communication  from  Sir  Daniel  Smith  R.\  E-*. 
Grand  Commander  of  Alabama,  stating  that  by  General  Order  No.  1,  of  the  M.*. 
E.*.  Grand  Master,  he  had  been  appointed  his  Representative  in  and  for  the 
Sixth  District,  which  includes  Mississippi.  Thinking  it  probable  to  be  able  to 
visit  us  at  this  Conclave,  he  wrote  to  know  when  and  where  we  would  meet;  which 
I  answered,  giving  desired  information,  and  that  we  would  be  pleased  to  have 
him  pay  us  an  official  visit  upon  that  occasion. 

July  9th,  1883— Received  official  communication  from  Magnolia  Com- 
mandery No.  2,  inviting  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  hold  its  next  Grand  Conclave  in  their  Asylum  in  the  City  of  Vicksbnrg. 
After  referring  said  communication  to  the  Grand  Council,  I  accepted  their 
courteous  invitation,  and  issued  my  General  Order  No.  1  here  appended. 
But  owing  to  the  loss  of  some  of  our  distinguished  fraters,  and  other  matters 
conflicting  seriously  with  our  meeting  on  the  14  th  of  May,  after  conference 
with  Grand  Council  and  Magnolia  Commandery,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
postpone  our  meeting  until  to-day,  June  4th,  and  I  authorized  our  Grand 
Recorder  (who  was  doing  the  correspondence)  to  issue  Order  to  that  effect, 
which  Order  is  also  here  appended. 

April  24th — Received  communication  from  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander 
of  Alabama,  with  an  enclosed  letter  from  Alabama  Commandery  No.  6,  request- 
ing waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  Companion  E.  C.  Pierce,  who  had  made  appli- 
cation for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1883,  and  believes  to  have  been  elected  therein, 
some  time  in  December  following.  But  before  that  time  he  had  changed  his 
residence  to  Mobile  Ala.,  and  never  having  paid  any  fee  to  Mississippi  Com- 
mandery, he  desires  said  Mississippi  Commandery  to  waive  jurisdiction  over 
him  in  favor  of  Alabama  Commandery  No.  6,  located  at  Mobile  Alabama.    The 
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<Orand  Commandar  asked  my  approval,  and  if  bo,  to  forward  to  proper  Gom- 
mandery,  which  I  approved,  and  transmit  it  to  Mississippi  Commandery,  at 
Jaokson,  Miss. 

On  the  same  day,  received  letter  from  Mobile  Commandery,  No.  2,  addressed 

to  the  E.*.  C/.  and  members  of  Commandery  No. ,  K.  T.,  at  or  near 

-Gholson,  Miss.,  which  was  regnlarly  transmitted  to  me  through  the  Grand  Com- 
mander, to  the  effect  that  Sir  Madison  Edwards,  who  had  been  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  in  Mobile  Commandery,  since  November,  1875,  and 
now  residing  at  Gholson,  Miss.,  and  desiring  to  affiliate  with  the  Order  in  this 
'State,  wrote  said  Mobile  Commandery,  asking  a  dimit  in  Knightly  fellowship, 
with  remission  of  dues. 

The  Grand  Commander  requested  me  to  place  proper  Commandery  in  cor- 
respondence with  Mobile  Commandery  No.  2,  located  at  Mobile,  which  I  re- 
ferred to  DeMolay  Commandery.  No.  8,  with  instructions,  that  if  the  Sir  Knight 
was  worthy  and  his  circumstances  such  that  justified  a  remission  of  dues,  to  so 
request  of  Mobile  Commandery.  But  they  (DeMolay)  knew  nothing  of  such 
a  person  and  returned  communication  to  me. 

I  afterwards  forwarded  it  to  Sir  Knight  J.  M.  Boon,  Grand  Prelate,  (as  I  un- 
derstood he  was  endeavoring  to  work  up  material  to  establish  a  Commandery  at 
Macon,  where  he  now  resides),  believing  he  could  give  some  light  upon  the 
subject.    But  received  no  reply. 

OFFICIAL   VISITATION. 

While  visitations  are  not  specially  provided  for  by  this  Grand  Body,  I  feel  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  Grand  Commander  to  visit,  as  far  at  possible,  every  Subor- 
dinate Commandery  under  his  jurisdiction.  I  had  fully  resolved  in  my  own  mind, 
upon  my  election  to  the  Office  of  Grand  Commander,  to  visit,  if  possible,  every 
Commandery  in  the  State.  But  owing  to  sickness  in  my  family,  and  my  long 
absence  last  summer,  made  it  impossible.  I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to 
visit  more  than  I  have. 

On  July  3d,  I  made  an  official  visit  to  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4, 
upon  which  occasion,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  and  assisting  in  the 
conferring  of  the  Orders  of  Red  Cross  and  Templar  upon  three  candidates. 
Am  pleased  to  state  Holly  Springs  Commandery  was  well  represented,  also 
quite  a  delegation  from  St.  Cyr  Commandery,  No.  6.  And  upon  which  occa- 
sion it  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  upon  the  request  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  issue  my  special  dispensation  permitting 
him,  under  escort  of  Jackson  Commandery,  No.  13,  located  at  Jackson,  Tenn., 
with  twenty-three  swords,  to  invade  and  unfurl  their  banner  in  oui  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Holly  Springs  Commandery  was  at  the  depot  in  full  uniform  to  receive  and 
«ecort  their  visitors  to  their  Asylum.  Arriving  at  the  hall  your  Grand  Com- 
mander was  received  with  the  usual  Knightly  honors  by  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander of  Holly  Springs  Commandery.  And  in  turn  I  had  the  extreme  honor 
and  pleasure  of  welcoming  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  Wm.  F.  Robertson, 
-of  Tennessee;  also  Jackson  Commandery,  No.  18,  into  the  jurisdiction  of 
Mississippi,  and  extending  to  them  the  hospitalities  of  Holly  Springs  Com- 
mandery. 
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The  Orders  were  first  conferred  by  the  officers  and  members  of  Holly  8pring8» 
Commandery,  which  was  done  in  a  very  creditable  manner  ;  the  balance  of  the- 
Orders  being  conferred  by  the  members  of  St.  Oyr  and  Jackson  Command' 
eries.  After  these  ceremonies  had  been  completed,  we  were  invited  and  escorted 
to  the  hotel,  and  partook  of  a  samptnons  bcmqaet  which  had  been  prepared  for 


BEPBESENTATITES. 

I  recommended  the  following  Sir  Knights,  for  re-appointment,  as  Grand' 
Representatives,  their  commissions  having  expired  by  limitation  : 

Christopher  Johnson — of  Mississippi  Commandery,  No.  1,  as  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Connecticut. 

W.  G.  Benbrook,  Rosalie  Commandery  No.  5,  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Illinois. 

J.  L.  Power,  Mississippi  Commandery  No.  1,  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Vermont. 

April  12th,  1884, 1  commissioned  as  our  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Indiana,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Com- 
mander of  said  jurisdiction,  the  V.'.  E.*.  Sir  John  W.  Cruft,  of  Terre-Haute 
Commandery,  Terre-Haute,  Indiana,  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  the- 
R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Charles  Cruft,  our  former  Grand  Representative. 

TBIENKIAIi  OOMCIiAVB. 

As  your  Grand  Representative  to  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States,  which  held  its  meeting  in  San  Francisco,  Cal- 
ifornia, August  last,  I  have  but  little  to  say.  I,  however,  feel  that  great  credit 
is  due  our  beloved  Fraters  of  the  Pacific  slope,  (as  also  the  citizens  who  seemed 
as  it  were  a  committee  of  entertainment),  for  the  courteous  and  knightly 
treatment  to  all  visiting  Knights.  And  especially  is  it  due  the  members  oi  the 
Triennial  Conmiittee,  who  so  systematically  arranged  their  work  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all.  Not  a  dissenting  voice  did  I  hear,  but  on  the  contrary,  with  one- 
accord,  they  have  done  all  things  well.  And  permit  me  to  express  my  sincere- 
thanks,  through  this  Grand  Commandery,  to  the  fraters  of  California  for  the* 
many  courtesies  shown  your  Grand  Representative  during  his  sojourn  in  the 
State. 

The  parade  was  a  grand  affair  and  the  city  was  beautifully  decorated.  Mis- 
sissippi was  assigned  to  the  Eighth  Division,  under  command  of  P.*.  G.*.  Com- 
mander Jas.  F.  Aglar,  of  Missouri.  Missibsippi  Grand  Commandery  was  rep- 
resented in  the  line  of  march  by  a  flag  prepared  by  the  Triennial  Committee^ 
with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  printed  thereon,  which  was  carried 
by  some  zealous  f rater,  whose  name  I  did  not  obtain;  but  would  here,  in  the- 
name  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi,  render  sincere  thanks  to  him 
for  the  repesentation  given  Mississippi  in  the  line  of  march. 

The  above  might  elicit  some  explanation;  the  question  might  be  asked:: 
"Why  did  you  not  detail  some  Mississippi  Knight  to  carry  it?*'  In  explanation 
would  say,  that  up  to  the  hour  of  marching  but  one  Knight  had  reported  to  m& 
as  being  in  the  city.  Your  Grand  Commander  was  all  equipped  for  the  marolv 
when  Sir  Knights  Leigh,  Hudson  and  Kimbrough  put  in  their  appearance.   Thef 
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telegraphed  me,  before  reaching  San  Francisco,  to  secure  rooms  for  them,  but 
nnfortonately  they  telegraphed  in  care  of  Baldwin  House  instead  of  Baldwin 
Hotel,  therefore  did  not  receive  it,  and  in  consequence  of  which  thejr  arrived  in 
the  city  unprovided  for,  and  I,  having  been  there  for  some  time,  therefore  bet- 
ter acquainted,  and  everything  excitement  and  bustle,  felt  that  it  was  my  duty 
to  look  out  for  their  comfort,  and  by  the  time  suitable  quarters  were  obtained, 
the  column  was  moving,  hence  the  failure  *of  being  represented  by  a  hona-fide 
Mississippi  Knight. 

In  the  Competitive  Prize  Drill,  am  pleased  to  state  that  one  of  our  sister 
Southern  Jurisdictions  brought  back  with  them  the  first  choice  of  prizes — De 
Molay  Oommandery,  Louisville,  Ky.,  being  the  fortunate  one. 

As  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  I  have  but  little  to  report, 
as  there  was  but  little  done — in  real  fact,  I  might  say  nothing  but  open  and 
close,  and  that  in  very  short  order.  The  principal  cause,  however,  being  due  to 
a  misunderstanding  between  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Recorder.  A  num- 
ber of  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  also  (Jode  of  Statutes  were  sent  to  the 
Grand  Recorder,  but  owing  to  the  misunderstanding,  he  failed  to  summon  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  also  to  give  notice  of  the  proposed 
amendments,  as  the  law  directs;  nothing,  therefore,  could  legally  be  done 
with  them  but  to  place  upon  the  records,  and  will  come  up  again  at  the  next 
Triennial  Conclave,  which  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mistsouri,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September,  1886. 

The  one  and  only  thing  of  importance  [the  Grand  Encampment  did,  worthy 
of  notice  to  this  Grand^Commandery,  was  to  adopt  a  Knight  of 

MAIiTA  BITUAIi, 

as  prepared  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  some  six  or  nine  years 
ago.  It  contains  two  formulas,  or,  as  it  is  temed,  the  "Long  and  Short  Ceremo- 
nial." It  was  left  discretionary  with  each  Grand  Commandery  to  adopt  either, 
as  best  would  suit  their  Jurisdiction.  In  substance  they  are  identical,  only  the 
one  being  abridged  and  is  communicated,  while  the  other  is  conferred.  They 
have  made  it  imperative  upon  each  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commandery  to 
adopt  one  or  the  other,  and  that  after  the  work  is  disseminated  (for  which  pro- 
visions have  been  made)  nothing  else  can  be  used;  nothing  else  would  be  rec- 
ognieed  throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  as  legal. 

BOLL  OF  MEUBEBS   AT   TSZENKLlIi  CONCLAVE. 

Am  sorry  to  report  that  our  Jurisdiction  was  poorly  represented — but  four 
Knighte,  outside  of  your  Grand  Commander,  being  present,  to- wit : 

J.  E.  Leigh,  proxy  for  Grand  Generalissimo; 

R.  F.  Hudson,  proxy  for  Grand  Captain  General; 

T.  S.  Wright,  of  Lexington  Commanery,  No.  3; 

B.  T.  Kimbrough,  of  Holly  Springs  Commandery,  No.  4. 

I  was  informed  that  Sir  Knight  J.  A.  Mooser,  of  Ivanhoe  Commandery,. 
started  for  San  Francisco  to  attend  Conclave,  but,  sorry  to  say,  did  not  see  or 
hear  anything  of  him  during  my  stay  in  San  Francisco,  nor  during  my  entire 
travels  of  over  four  weeks  through  the  State. 
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The  representation,  generally  speaking,  was  yery  good  from  most  of  the 
Jorisdiotions,  though  nothing  to  compare  with  what  it  was  in  Chicago,  three 
years  ago,  which  was  principally  dae  to  the  great  distance,  time  and  money 
required  in  making  the  trip. 

BSOOIOCBNDATIOMB. 

Under  this  head,  I  have  but  littl«  to  say,  as  I  believe  that  our  laws  and  general 
working  in  the  State  will  compare  favorably  with  the  majority  of  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions.  I  would,  however,  recommend  a  change  in  our  law  in  reference 
to  exchange  of  Bepresentatives,  so  that  they  may  be  revised  every  few  years. 
As  the  law  now  stands,  a  Knight  once  commissioned  holds  it  for  a  life-time.  I 
think  a  change  occasionally  will  be  beneficiaL  I  notice  by  the  proceedings  of 
the  different  Grand  Commanderies,  they  are  taking  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation, and  invariably  have  made  the  change.  Would  recommend  that  it  be  so 
amended  or  changed  that  the  commissions  of  all  Representatives  of  this  Grand 
Oommandery  near  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  expire  with  the  date  of  the  Trien- 
nial Oondave  in  1886,  and  triennially  thereafter,  which  will  conform  to  the 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions  that  have  already  made  the  change. 

I  would  also  recommend  some  action  be  taken  in  reference  to  Knights  of 
Malta  Kitual,  as  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment.  While  we  have  not  yet 
received  the  Work  (unless  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Recorder)  am  satis- 
fied that  we  will  very  shortly.  Then,  as  soon  as  we  receive  it,  each  Subordinate 
Oommandery  will  know  what  to  do,  and  will  not  be  compelled  to  wait  until 
meeting  of  next  Grand  Conclave. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  short  ceremonial  be  adopted.  While  the  long 
is  very  beautiful,  am  satisfied  but  one  or  two  Commanderies  in  our  jurisdic- 
tion could  muster  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  to  confer  it.  While  some 
Grand  Commanderies  may  leave  it  optional  with  its  Subordinate  Commanderies, 
(as  they  have  the  right,  if  they  wish)  I,  however,  feel  that  it  will  be  better  to 
have  it  uniform  throughout  the  entire  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  Mississippi. 

TBATEBNAL   DEAD. 

^The  alarm  has  again  come  to  the  door  of  our  Asylum,  and  the  messenger 
was  death." 

By  which  we  are  reminded  that  our  days  are  fast  being  numbered,  and  that 
we  have,  at  the  most,  but  a  few  more— possibly,  not  another  Grand  Conclave— 
to  participate  in,  before  we,  too,  shall  rest  from  our  labors.  At  every  Annual 
•Conclave  we  miss  some  familiar  faces,  whom  we  have  been  associated  with  on 
ISO  many  occasions,  who  have  finished  their  earthly  career,  and  run  with  valor 
the  race.  And  thus  we  mourn  to-day,  as  we  gather  together  in  our  Asylum, 
4ind  count  over  the  names  of  the  illustrious  dead  of  this  Grand  Commandery, 
since  last  we  met  together. 

W.  W.  Mabshall,  Grand  Bword  Bearer,  departed  this  life  October  22d,  1883. 
He  was  a  life-long  Mason,  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  Winona  Commat^dery, 
ilo.  7.  He  filled  with  fidelity  and  efficiency  many  important  positions  in  said 
<3ommandery,  the  last  as  Treasurer,  which  he  has  held  for  many,  many 
years  in  succession,  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  never  was  there 
found  a  diserepany  of  one  cent  in  his  account.    Though  he  lived  to  the  good 
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old  age  of  74  years,  his  interest  in  onr  Order  continued  nnabated  to  the  end. 
James  M.  Howbt  died  at  his  home,  Oxford,  Miss.,  Apr  1 15th,  1884,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  80  years,  being  a  Mason  upwards  of  fif ty-six  years.  Thus  full  of  years^ 
and  crowned  with  love  and  honor,  he  laid  down  to  peacef  al  dreams.  He  served 
with  great  efficiency  in  almost  every  high  office  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  Was  elected  Grand  Master,  1852;  Grand  High  Priest^ 
1857;  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  1866; 
and,  in  1882,  this  Grand  Gommandery  elected,  by  a  rising  vote,  our  beloved 
and  distinguished  Frater,  a  life-honorary  member — a  compliment  never  before 
conferred  upon  any  member  of  the  Order  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  And  in 
little  less  than  two  years  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Master 
of  the  Universe  bidding  him  enter,  there  to  be  elected  a  life-honorary  mem- 
ber of  Ms  own  Grand  Gommandery.  And  when  his  summons  came  he 
met  it  without  fear,  illustrating  in  his  death,  as  throughout  life,  the  beauties  and 
traits  of  Christian  Knighthood.    And  can  we  not  truly  say — 

*'The  battle  is  fought,  the  victory  won. 
The  valorous  Knight  has  donned  his  armour 
And  wielded  his  sword  in  the  last  struggle, 
And  though  fallen,  yet  conquered  as  he  fell." 

yfuuuAU  Fbbnoh,  P.'.  G.*.  Commander,  member  of  Magnolia  Gommandery, 
No.  2,  died  in  the  City  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  the  28th  day  of  April,  1884.  His 
services  in  this  Grand  Gommandery  are  still  so  fresh  in  your  minds,  that  a 
recapitulation  of  them  is  hardly  necessary.  Full  of  honors  and  high  aspira- 
tions, and  in  the  very  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  he  was  suddenly  cut  down, 
with  scarcely  any  warning.  Though  we  deeply  deplore  the  great  loss  incurred 
in  the  death  of  our  beloved  frater,  still  recognizing  Jehovah's  right  to  call  for 
His  own,  when  so  it  seems  to  Him  good,  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the 
dispensation  of  Him  who  never  errs. 

He,  like  the  former  Knight,  also  flUed  all  the  high  offices  in  our  State,  in  the 
various  Masonic  Grand  Bodies.  Was  elected  Grand  Master  in  1880;  Grand 
Commander,  in  1881,  and  last.  Grand  High  Priest,  which  office  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  demise.  And  thus  full  of  honor  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  him, 
he  departed,  never  more  to  return.  Never  more  will  his  voice  be  heard  in  this 
Asylum. 

^^Lie  still  and  slumber; 
Holy  angels  guard  thy  bed; 
Heairenly  blessings  without  number 
Gently  falling  on  thy  head.'' 

Upon  examining  our  returns,  I  find  that  the  Angel  of  Death  has  also  been 
hovering  over  our  Order,  thinning  the  ranks  of  our  Subordinate  Commanderies,. 
and  of  those  who  by  virtue  of  having  held  the  honored  position  of  Eminent 
Commander,  became  members  of  this  Grand  Body. 

The  following  have  finished  their  probation  here  below,  and  called  upon  to 
take  up  their  abode  in  the  Asylum  above: 

Chbistophxb  Johnson,  Mississippi  Gommandery,  No.  1,  Grand  Prelate  1873 ; 
died  August  2, 1888. 
J.  C.  Cauxbon,  Mississippi  Gommandery,  No.  1.  died  February  2, 1884. 
E.  P.  Jones,  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2,  died  January  23, 1888. 
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0.  S.  Miles,  Rosalie  Gommandery,  No.  5,  died  Noyember,  1883. 

H.  E.  Wagmsb,  p.*.  E.'.  Commander  St.  Cyr  Gommandery,  No.  6,  died  ai 
Water  VaUey,  February  24,  1884. 

S.  N.  Elt,  Winona  Gommandery,  No.  7. 

Amzi  Babbitt,  P.*.  E.'.  Commander,  Ivanhoe  Gommandery,  No.  10,  died  June 
30, 1883. 

S.  H.  Tatlob,  Ivanhoe  Gommandery,  No.  10. 

W.  C.  Day,  Canton  Gommandery,  No.  12,  died  July  — ,  1883. 

Thus  monrning  the  lost  fellowship  of  the  departed,  let  ns  emulate  their  vir- 
taes,  and  by  zealous  labors  and  steadfast  faith,  fill  up  the  short  space  that  is 
called  life. 

While  we  have  been  yisited  by  death,  there  are  also  other  Grand  Jurisdictions 
that  have  lost  some  of  their  dear  and  useful  f raters. 

Chables  Cbuitt,  our  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Gommandery  of 
Indiana,  departed  this  life  on  March  23d,  1883.  Of  him  the  R.*.  E.*.  Grand 
Commander  of  Indiana,  says: 

"Charles  Graft,  P.*.  G.*.  Commander,  distinguished  in  peace  and  war,  as  a 
soldier,  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  Templar,  died  at  his  home  in  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  on  the  morning  of  March  23d,  1883.  ***** 
A  voice  that  was  ever  full  of  cheer  and  wisdom,  is  now  silent.  No  more  will  his 
•earnest  and  judicious  counsels  be  heard  in  the  halls  of  our  Asylum.  One  of  the 
brightest  lights  of  our  Order  has  been  extinguished.  *It  is  accomplished." 
His  work  is  done;  his  acts  and  deeds  will  live  after  him." 

I  feel  it  is  due  our  distinguished  f rater,  that  we  should  pay  a  tribute  to  his 
memory,  and  thereby  manifest  our  sympathy  with  our  fraters  of  Indiana  in 
their  great  loss,  and  would  recommend  that  a  page  be  set  apart  in  our  proceed- 
ings to  his  memory. 

state  of  the  obdeb. 

So  far  as  accessions  to  our  Knightly  ranks,  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  am 
unable  to  report  prosperity,  for,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Commanderies,  but 
little  has  been  done  the  past  year;  still,  as  an  Order,  we  have  life,  health  and 
vigor;  let  us,  therefore,  hope  for  renewed  interest  and  zeal,  and  a  correspcnd- 
ing  increase  in  our  Knightly  ranks. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  however,  that  I  am  able  to  report  peace  and  har- 
imony,  reigning  supremely,  within  our  borders.  I  have  heard  of  no  contention 
''save  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  of  who  best  can  work  and 
best  agree." 

CONCLUSION. 

Sir  Knights,  the  record  of  my  stewardship  is  before  you.  If  I  have  erred  in 
any  of  my  doings  I  trust  you  will  attribute  it  to  the  head  and  not  to  the  heart, 
and  remember  that  Ho  err  is  human;  to  forgive,  divine." 

In  a  few  short  hours  I  shall  return  to  you  the  emblem  of  authority  with 
which  you  were  pleased  to  invest  me  one  year  ago,  and  I  shall  return  to  the 
ranks  with  renewed  zeal  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  beloved  Institution; 
and  in  retiring,  permit  me  to  return  my  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  the 
honor  conferred,  and  to  one  and  all  for  the  kindness  and  courteous  treatment  I 
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iiave  eyerywhere  received,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  oar  deliberations  at  this 
time  may  redoand  to  the  interest  of  onr  beloved  and  noble  Order.  And  in  con- 
•olosion,  I  am  sure  I  shall  bnt  express  the  sentiments  of  every  Sir  Knight  in  this 
AsylHm,  and  respond  to  the  dictates  of  my  own  heart  when  I  say,  Long  live 
ihie  noble  and  glorious  Order  of  Knights  Templar,  on  whose  banners  are  in- 
.  scribed  the  inspiring  words,  ^^In  Hoe  Siffno  Vinces." 

H.  M.  ROMBERGER, 

Grand  Commander. 


APPPENDIX    TO    ADDRESS. 
Genebal  Obdsb,  No.  1. 


GbAKD   GOBfMANDEBT   KnIGHTS   TeMPLAB,  ' 

State  or  Mississippi, 
Wateb  Vaixey,  Miss.,  Dec.  8, 1883.     ' 


Headquabtebs  R.*.  E.*.  Gband  Gomvandeb.  i 


Whbbbas,  At  the  last  Gondave  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  of  Mississippi,  to- 
^it:  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1883,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 
^^Be^ved,  That  the  selection  of  time  and  place  of  holding  next  Grand  Gon- 
^lave  be  referred  to  the  Grand  Gonncil,  to  be  hereafter  determined  and  an- 
nounced;'' and, 

Whebbas,  The  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  first  four  officers  of  the  Grand 
Oommandery,  and  the  city  of  Vicksburg  selected  and  approved  by  them; 

Now,  THEBEFOBE,  I,{H.  M.  Rombcrgcr,  Grand  Gommander  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, do  order  that  the  Grand  Oommandery  hold  its  next  Grand  Gonclave  in 
the  Asylum  of  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2,  in  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  on  the 
:  second  Wednesday,  14th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1884,  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above  written. 
AUest:  H.  M.  ROMBERGER,  Grand  Gommander. 

J.  L.  PowEB,  Grand  Recorder. 


Gbanb  Gokmandebt  of  Mississippi,  ^ 

Office  of  Gband  Rbgobdeb,        ( 

Jaokson,   Miss.,  May  Ist,  1884.     ) 

At  the  last  Gonclave  of  Grand  Oommandery  the  selection  of  time  and  place 
for  holding  next  Grand  Conclave  was  referred  to  the  Grand  Council.  On  the 
invitation  of  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2,  the  Grand  Council,  in  a  circular 

'dated  December  8th,  1883,  designated  Vicksburg  as  the  place,  and  the  14th  of 
May,  1884,  as  the  time  for  holding  the  next  Grand  Conclave;  but  in  view  of 

x>ther  gatherings  crowding  this  month,  in  which  many  of  the  f  raters  are  inter- 
ested, it  has  been  deemed  best  to  postpone  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Comman- 

<lery  to  the  first  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  June  ensuing.    The  Grand  Ix>dge 

•of  Odd  Fellows  meets  next  week  in  Natchez,  the  Press  Association  meets  on  the 
14th  in  Jaokson,  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  meets 

.same  date  in  Vicksburg  and  will  continue  in  session  ten  days  or  longer.    I  am, 
therefore*  authorized  by  the  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  and  his  associates  in 

«Orand  Council,  with  the  consent  of  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2,  to  give 

-notice  that  the  next  Grand  Conclave  will  be  held  in  the  Asylum  of  said  Gom- 
mandery on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day  of  June,  1884. 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Recorder. 
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On  motion  of  Sir  Paxton,  the  Address  was  reoeived,  ordered  spread  on  the' 
minutes,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Doings  of  Orand  Officers  when  same* 
shall  be  appointed. 

The  R.'.  K.'.  Qrand  Commander  then  announced  the  nsnal^Committees,  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Cbbdxsitijlls— L.  B.  Mosby,  Wm.  Priestley,  W.  C.  Shackleford. 

Tbhflab  Law— Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vanghan,  J.  M.  Boon. 

AppEAiii— J.  M.  Boon,  W.  M.  Chamberlain,  R.  Highgata. 

FnrANOE— Geo.  S.  Green,  Jas.  T.  Meade,  C.  Oltenberg. 

DoiNOs  OF  Gbahd  Offiovbs— Jas.  T.  Meade,  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  B.  A.  Vangluui^ 

FBATEBHAii  Dbad — Fredcric  Speed,  J.  M.  Boon,  G.  C.  Myers. 

Unfinished  Business — J.  H.  Gordon,  G.  G.  Jones,  W.  B.  Fnlkerson. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON   GBEDENTIAI.8 

Submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to  and  Commit' 

tee  continued: 

To  the  It,'.  K'.  Gmnd  Commandery  0/  Mimwppi: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  Rep- 
reeentatives  are  in  attendance: 

Mississippi  Commandebt  No.  1 — 

Magnolia  Commandsbt  No.  2 — 

I.  Habdt,  Gen'o. 

W.  M.  Chambeblain,  Capt-Gen'l. 

Lexington  Commandebt  No.  8 — 

Geo.  G.  Jones,  Em.  Commander. 

Jas.  T.  Meade,  P.  G.  C,  proxy  for  Gen'o. 

HoLLT  Spbings  Commandebt  No.  4 — 

Geo.  C.  Mtebs,  Em.  Commander. 
St.  Ctb  Commandebt  No.  6— 

W.  C.  Shaoklbfobd,  Em.  Commander. 
DeMolat  Commandebt  No.  8 — 

B.  A.  Vaoghan,  p.  E.  C,  Em.  Commander. 
Canton  Commandebt  No.  12— 

Wm.  Pbiestlet,  P.  E.  C,  Em.  Commander. 
CouB  DE  Lion  Commandebt  No.  13 — 

W.  B.  FuLXEBsoN,  proxy  for  Em.  Commander  and  Capt-Gen*l. 

W.  F.  BuBNETT,  Gen'o. 

Gbxnada  Commandebt  No.  15 — 

R.  HiGHGATE,  Em.  Commander. 
JPasl  Eminent  Commanderfi — 

Fbedebio  Speed Magnolia,  No.  ^ 

Cass  Oltenbebo Lexington,  No.  8- 

JPasl  Qrand  Commanders — 

WM.G.  Paxton (MagnoUa,  No.  2> 

C.  M.  Ebwin (Winona,  No.  7> 

Jab.  T.  Meade (Lexington,  No.  8> 
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Also  present,  a  namber  of  visiting  Sir  Knights,  from  Magnolia  Commandery^ 
No.  2. 

Sir  Frederio  Speed,  for  the  Goinmittee  on  Templar  Law,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

2b  the  B,;  K\  Grand  Oommandery: 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Law  beg  leave  to  report  that  bat  one  question 
has  been  submitted  to  it  since  the  last  Grand  Conolave,  as  follows  : 

Question— In  the  absence  of  either  of  the  first  three  officers  of  a  Gommandery 
at  the  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  who  is  eligible  as  proxy — any 
member  of  the  Commandery,  or  must  the  holder  of  the  proxy  be  a  Past  Officer 
of  equal  rank  with  his  principal  ? 

^nwcer— Under  Sec.  Ill,  Art.  II,  of  the  Constitution,  "Any  officers  specified 
in  Sec.  II  of  Art.  I,  except  Past  Commanders,  may  appear  and  vote  by  proxy, 
said  proxy  being  at  the  time  a  member  of  the  same  Commandery  as  his  /prin- 
cipal and  producing  a  properly  authenticated  certificate.'' 

The  object  of  Sec.  II,  of  Art.  I,  is  to  determine  who  is  to  compose  the  Grand 
Commandery,  and  it  enumerates  all  present  officers  and  Past  Grand  and  Deputy 
Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand  Generalissimo's  and  Past  Grand  Captains- 
General,  "likewise  the  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Captain-General  of 
each  SuDordinate  Commandery,  under  this  jurisdiction,  and  all  Past  Com- 
manders of  said  Subordinate  Commanderies."  The  question  under  consider- 
ation is  to  be  determined  by  what  is  intended  by  the  words  "any  officers"  em- 
ployed in  Sec.  Ill,  of  Art.  II.  A  strict  construction  would  manifestly  restrict 
its  meaning  to  those  who  hold  an  office  in  the  Grand  Commandery.  The  Past 
Commanders,  Commanders,  Generalissimo's  and  Oaptains-Gtoneral  of  Subor- 
dinate Commanderies  are  memhei'S  of  the  Grand  Commandery  ex-officio,  but  they 
are  not  its  officers,  nor  are  they  a  privileged  class  from  whose  ranks  officers  are 
selected,  for  under  the  Constitution,  Sec.  II,  Art.  II,  "Any  member  of  a  Subor- 
dinate Commandery,  in  this  jurisdiction,  is  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  Grand 
Commandery."  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Past  Commanders  alone,  who,  as  such, 
are  clearly  not  "officers,"  though  we  fail  to  see  any  distinction  in  this  respect 
between  them  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  are  excepted  from  the  list  of  those  who 
may  appear  by  proxy.  Applying  the  well  known  rule  of  construction  that  "the 
expression  of  one  thing  is  the  exclusion  of  another,"  it  would  seem  that  all 
the  persons  specified  in  Sec.  II,  of  Art.  I,  are  entitled  to  appear  and  vote  by 
proxy  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  except  Past  Commanders.  If  such  is  a  proper 
construction  of  the  law,  not  only  the  first  three  officers  of  a  Commandery  would 
be  admitted  to  the  privilege  of  representation  by  proxy,  but  also  all  Past 
Grand  and  Deputy  Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand  Generalissimo's  and  Past 
Grand  Captains-General,  and  the  result  would  follow  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  those  entitled  to  appear  by  jproxy  would  greatly  outnumber  the  actual 
representatives  of  Commanderies,  and,  if  they  chose  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege,  it  might  happen  that  there  would  be  a  sufficient  number  holding 
proxies  present  to  wrest  its  management  from  the  hands  of  the  Subordinates 
altogether.  We  cannot  believe  that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
our  present  Constitution,  and  as  so  far  as  we  know  it  has  not  heretofore  received 
such  a  construction. 

Art.  II.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States 
employs  very  similar  language  to  that  used  in  oar  own  Constitution  in  defining 
the  composition  of  a  Grand  Commandery  and  in  enumerating  those  whose  right 
it  is  to  appear  by  proxy  therein.  But  we  are  not  aware  that  the  point  under 
consideration  has  been  adjudicated  upon  by  that  body. 

While  upon  a  consideration  of  the  law  itself,  we  are  strongly  inclined  to  de- 
cide against  the  right  of  any  but  an  officer  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  appear- 
ing and  voting  by  proxy,  we  are  met  by  the  undoubted  fact  that  it  has  been  the 
uniform  practice  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  admit  proxies  from  the  first 
three  officers  of  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and  think  that  such  ought  to  be. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:26  PBOOEBDINGS  OF  THE 

if  it  is  not,  the  law,  and  therefore  reoommended  that  the  practice  heretofore 
prevailing  be  oontinaed  and  snch  proxies  received,  and  that  any  member  of  the 
same  Subordinate  Gommandery  with  his  principal,  regardless  of  past  rank 
therein,  shall  be  deemed  eligible  as  snch  proxy. 

Gonrteonsly  submitted, 

Fbbdbbic  Spekd, 
B.  A.  Vaughah, 
J.  M.  Booh, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  reoommended  that  a  CommemoratiTe 
fiervice  he  held  on  the  second  day,  instead  of  the  osnal  Committee  report  in 
writing  ;  and  no  objection  being  made,  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Sir  J.  M.  Boon,  the  said  service  was  made  the  special  order  for 
10  ▲.  M.,  to-morrow. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walker  called  attention  to  an  error  in  the  last  printed  Betam  of 
Conr  de  Lion  Commandery  No.  13,  (Proceedings  1883,  p.  28)  by  which  Sirs  Jaa. 
C  Bertron  and  E.  F.  Price  were  made  to  appear  as  suspended  for  unmasonio 
-conduct,  whereas,  they  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  And  said 
-error  is  hereby  corrected. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Erwin,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  was  made  the  special 
order  for  9:80  ▲.  m.,  to-morrow. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  declared  adjourned  until  half-past  nine 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

[At  night,  the  Order  of  Red  Cross  was  conferred  in  Magnolia  Commandery, 
No.  2,  when  a  sumptuous  banquet  was  spread,  and  Knightly  toasts  and  eloquent 
responses  were  the  order  of  the  occasion.  ] 


SKCOND    DAY. 


Thubsdat,  June  (»,  1884. 

The  Grand  Commandery  resumed  business  at  half -past  nine  o'clock  ▲.  M.,  and 
proceeded  with  the  special  order,  the  election  of  Grand  Officers. 

Sirs  C.  M.  Erwin  and  N.  S.  Walker  were  appointed  Tellers.    The  several  bal- 
lotings  resulted  in  the  election  of 

Sib  W.  p.  Towleb Grenada Grand  Commander. 

Sib  John  H.  Gobdom Port  Gibson Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

:SiB  Gbo.  S.  Gbkkn Jackson Grand  Generalissimo. 

Sib  L.  B.  Mosbt Holly  Springs. .  .Grand  Captain-General. 

SiB  R.  S.  WooDWABD Yicksburg Grand  Prelate. 

Sir  N.  S.  Walkbb Port  Gibson Grand  Treasurer. 

Sib  J.  L.  Poweb Jackson Grand  Recorder. 

fiiB  J.  M.  Boon Macon Grand  Senior  Warden. 

fiiB  B.  A.  Vauohan Columbus Grand  Junior  Wardea. 

iSiB  Gbo.  G.  Jonbs Lexington Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Snt  Jab.  J.  Hats Yicksburg Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

fiiB  W.  F.  BuBNETT Port  Gibson. . .  .Grand  Warder. 

:8iB  John  Killingswobth Winona Grand  Captain  of  the  Goaid. 
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Pending  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  the  following  Sir  Knights  reported 
their  attendance  : 

RoBBBT  Bbapubt,  Em.  Commander  Mississippi  Gommandery  No.  1. 
J.  D.  MnjES,  Em.  Commai\der  Magnolia  Gommandery,  No.  2. 
J.  li.  PowxB,  Grand  Recorder. 
And  each  gave  satisfactory  reasons  for  tardiness. 

MSMOBIAIi  EXKBOiSSS, 

Being  the  second  special  order,  appropriate  and  feeling  remarks  were  made 
by  Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  J.  M.  Boon  and  J.  L.  Power,  commemorative  of  the  lives 
and  characters  of  Sirs  Jab.  M.  Howbt,  WiiiiiiAM  Fbbnoh,  Ghbibtophsb  John- 
BON,  H.  E.  Waumeb,  and  other  f  raters  who  have  entered  into  rest  since  last  Grand 
Conclave. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Paxton,  the  speakers  were  requested  to  redaoe  their  remarks 
to  writing,  for  publication  with  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Recorder  and  Grnnd  Treasurer  submitted  their  Reports  and  Ac- 
counts, and  the  same  having  been  read,  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Fi- 
nance Conmiittee. 

REPORT  OF  Grand  Recorder. 

Jackson,  June  3, 1884. 
1o  the  R,\  E.\  Grand  Gommandery  : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  as  your  Grand  Recorder. 
The  total  receipts  for  the  year  1883  are  as  follows: 

Mississippi  Gommandery,  No.  1,  Dues  1881 $  41  00 

"  1882,  in  part 11  00 

Magnolia  "  "  2,     "  1882 60  00 

Lexington  '•  "  3,     "  1882 20  00 

HoUy  Springs  "  "  4,     '•  1882 75  00 

RosaUe  "  "  6,     *•  1882 58  00 

St.  Cyr  "  "  6,     "  1882 24  00 

Winona  "  "  7,     "  1882 30  00 

DeMoUy  "  "  8,     «  1882 24  00 

Ivanhoe  "  "  10,     "  1882 44  00 

Kosciusko  "  "  11, 

Canton  "  "  12,     "  1882 29  00 

CourdeLeon  "  "  13,     "  1882 16  00 

<Jrenada  "  "  15,     "  1882 13  00 

Total  receipts $440  00 

Being  an  excess  of  $51.00  over  preceding  year.  Mississippi  Commandery,  No. 
1,  is  in  arrear  $36.00  on  dues  of  1882,  and  the  dues  of  Kosciusko  Commandery* 
No.  11,  for  that  year  are  still  unpaid.  A  recent  communication  from  the  Re- 
corder of  said  Commandery  informs  me  that  it  is  in  a  dormant  state,  owin«:  to 
the  death  of  some  of  its  most  zealous  members,  and  the  removal  of  others  to 
other  localities. 

Commanderies  have  made  returns  to  present  Grand  Conclave,  and  the  fol- 
lowing summary  is  submitted  for  your  information: 
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Orders  conferred 96 

AfflUated * 

Reinstated 1 

Total  increase 31 

Dimitted .' 6 

Died 7 

Suspended  for  non-payment  of  dnes 30 

4d 

Total  decrease 12 

Total  membership,  December  27, 1888,  (indading  Koednsko,  No.  11,) 883 

The  correspondence  of  the  office  for  the  past  year  affords  nothing  of  special 
note  not  already  indicated  in  the  Address  of  the  R.*.  £/.  Orand  Commander. 

Conrteonsly  submitted, 

J.  L.  POWER,  Grand  Beeorder^ 


Grand  Treasurer's 'Account. 

1882.  Db. 

May  10.  To  balance  this  date $81  88 

1884. 

May  10.  To  cash  of  Orand  Recorder  to  date 440  00 

$521  33 

Cb. 

By  Grand  Encampment  dnes  1883 $  19  75 

By  Proceedings  and  other  Printing 177  00 

By  Pay-Roll,  last  Grand  Conclave 106  70 

By  Postage  and  Express  by  Grand  Recorder 21  30 

By  Salary  of  Grand  Recorder,  1883 60  00 

$374  75 

On  hand,  to  balance 146  68 

$621  33 

Conrteonsly  submitted, 

K.  S.  WALKER,  Orand  Treasurer. 


Sir  Knight  Spbbd  stated  that  he  was  requested  by  Sir  Knight  Thos.  J.  Hab- 
PBB,  who  was  below  in  the  Lodge  room,  and  who  had  designed  visiting  the 
Grand  Commandery,  but  who,  through  bodily  infirmities  consequent  upon  ad- 
vanced age,  was  prevented  from  climbing  the  long  flight  of  stairs  to  the  Asy- 
lum to  convsv  his  Knightly  salutations  to  the  Grand  Commandery. 

On  motion  of  the  Grand  Recorder,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  was  appropriated 
toward  the  funeral  expenses  of  the  late  Past  Grand  Commander  Wiiajam 
Fbbmoh. 

Sir  Knight  N.  S.  Walkbb  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Betdved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are  hereby  tendered  to 
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the  pastor  and  officers  of  the  Methodist  Chnroh  in  this  city  for  its  use  dnring 
our  Devotional  Offices,  and  to  the  choir  for  the  excellent  music  rendered  on 
that  occasion. 

Sir  Fbbdbbio  Bpsbd  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Besolved,  That  the  Reverend  Sir  Knight  Grand  Prelate  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish a  copy  of  the  able  and  instructive  exhortation  preached  by  him  at  the  De- 
votional Offices  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  for  publication  in  the  proceedings. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  on  behalf  of  Sir  £.  Gao.  DxLaf,  presented  the 

BBPOBT  ON   FOBBION   0OBBB8FONDKNOB, 

And  on  motion,  the  same  was  received  and  ordered  printed  with  the  proceed- 
ings. 
Sir  Spsbd  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty -five  dollars  be  allowed  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  for  his  services  in  preparing  the  report 
of  the  Committee. 

Sir  Jab.  T.  Meadb  submitted  the  report  of  Committee  on 

DOINGS  OF   GBAND   0FFI0BB8. 

To  the  R,\  E,\  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi: 

Your  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  have  carefully  considered  the  same,  and  re- 
spectfully make  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  so  much  of  said  Address  as  relates  to  law,  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law. 

2.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  deceased  f  raters,  to  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Dead. 

3.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Malta  Ritual,  to  &  special  committee  of 
three. 

4.  That  the  tenure  of  office  of  Grand  Representatives  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Law. 

Tour  Committee  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  our  Grand  Commander  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  his  high  office  with  kindness,  courtesy  and  ability,  and 
that  he  has  kept  the  welfare  and  honor  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  constantly 
in  view,  and  we  cordially  recommend  that  all  his  acts  and  doings,  not  otherwise 
mentioned  herein,  be  approved. 

Jambs  T.  Meadb, 
Chas.  M.  Ebwin, 
B.  A.  Yaughan, 

Committee. 
The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

UNFINISHBO  BT78INBSH. 

The  following  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

2b  the  B,\  E:,  Orand  Commandery: 

Your  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave  to  say  that  they  find 
nothing  under  this  head  to  report. 

J.  H.  GOBDON, 
W.  B.  FULXBBSON, 
G.  G.  JOHBS, 

Committee. 
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On  motion  of  Sir  Speed,  all  matters  referred  to  the  Law  Committee  shall  go 
over  to  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Commander  elect. 

BEPOBT  OF   FINANCE  COMMITTBE. 

The  following  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 
!Zb  the  B,\  E.\  Grand  Oommandery  of  Mimmpjn : 

Yoor  Committee  on  finanoe,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  and  aoconnta 
of  Grand  Recorder  and  Grand  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  state  that  they  have  ex- 
amined both  reports  and  find  them  correct,  and  recommend  their  approval  and 
adoption. 

Geo.  S.  Gbeen, 
Jas.  T.  Meade, 
C.  Oltbnbubo, 

Committee. 

THE  COMMITTEE   ON   APPEALS 

Submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 
To  the  Grand  Oommandery  of  Mississippi : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Appeals,  beg  leave  to  report  that  nothing  has  been 
submitted  for  its  action. 

Courteously  submitted, 

1.  M.  Boon, 
For  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Paxton,  the  expenses  of  Grand  Prelate  for  attendance  at 
this  Grand  Conclave  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

BIVBB    EXCURSION. 

At  12:30,  the  Grand  Oommandery  proceeded  to  the  steamer  *' Issaquena,^^ 
which  had  been  kindly  tendered  by  her  officers  for  a  pleasure  excursion  on  the 
Yazoo  river,  and  which  wa^  enjoyed  to  the  utmost  by  the  Sir  Knights  and  their 
ladies,  and  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Vicksburg  who  had  been 
specially  invited  to  participate.  The  steamer  proceeded  up  the  river  as  far  as 
the  draw-bridge  on  the  Yazoo  and  Misssissippi  Valley  Railroad.  On  the  return 
trip.  Sir  B.  A.  Vauohan,  for  the  excursionists,  personally  thanked  Capt.  Mab- 
BiNEAux  and  the  other  officers  of  the  steamer  for  the  great  pleasure  afforded. 

The  Grand  Oommandery  returned  to  the  Asylum  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
resumed  business. 

The  programme  for  the  afternoon — a  carriage  ride — could  not  be  carried 
out,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour;  whereupon — 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Grand  Oommandery 
to  remain  over  until  to-morrow;  which  was  earnestly  urged  by  Sir  Knight 
Hats  and  other  members  of  Magnolia  Oommandery. 

Sir  N.  S.  WaxjXeb  raised  the  point  of  order:  that  the  Grand  Oommandery 
should  proceed  at  once  to  the  installation  of  officers,  which  being  sustained^ 
the  several  Grand  Officers  elect  were  installed  by  V.*.  E.*.  Sir  Danibi.  Smith, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard  Grand  Encampment  U.  S.,  and  Inspector-General 
of  this  Division. 

THANKS  TO  GBAND  COMMANDEB. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Paxton  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote: 
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Besolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Gommandery  are  dne,  and  are  hereby- 
tendered  to  R/.  £.*.  Sir  H.  M.  Rombkbobb,  for  the  zealous,  efficient  and  yery 
acceptable  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  all  his  duties  during  his  official 
term. 

Sir  Jas.  T.  Meade  offered  the  following 

BXPBB8SION  OF   THANKS, 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Readved^  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  due,  and 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Magnolia  Commandery  and  the  citizens  of  Vicksburg 
generally,  for  the  knightly  and  courteous  manner  in  which  they  have  enter- 
tained us  while  in  their  midst;  and  especially  are  our  thanks  tendered  to  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  choir  for  the  splendid  music  rendered  during  our 
devotional  serrices  at  the  church  on  yesterday,  and  to  Ghas.  MniiHOLiiAirDy 
Esq.,  owner,  and  Capt.  Mabbineaux  and  the  other  officers  of  the  steamer  **Issa- 
quena,"  for  their  generosity  and  hospitality  in  taking  us  upon  the  enjoyable* 
excursion  in  which  we  have  participated  this  afternoon. 

Upon  the  invitation  of  Past  Grand  Commander  C.  M.  Ebwin,  the  (4rand 
Commandery  resolved  to  hold  its  next  Grand  Conclave  at  Winona. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Fbedebio  Speed,  the  seoond  Wednesday  in  June,  1885,  was 
selected  as  the  time  for  next  Grand  Conclave. 

The  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander  announced  the  following 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

TsMPLAB  Law— Sirs  Frederic  Speed,  B.  A.  Vaughan,  G.  Y.  Freeman. 
FoBEiGN  CoBBESFONDENOE — Sirs  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  Jas.  T.  Meade,  Wm.  Priestley.. 
At  6:30,  p.  M.,  after  prayer  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  the  Grand  Commandery 
Adjourned  until  the  time  stated,  in  dne  and  Knightly  form. 

W.  P.  TOWLER, 
Attest:  Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Red  Cboss  Banquet,  Magnolia  Cobcmandbby  — Wednesday  Night. 
Past  Grand  Commander  Wm.  G.  Paxton,  Presiding. 


TOASTS   AND  BB8PON8K8. 

1.  The  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  United  States. 
lUgponae — V/.  E/.  Sir  Daniel  Smith,  Grand  Inspector. 

2.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  in  Mississippi. 
lUsponse — R/.  £.*.  Sir  H.  M.  Romberger,  Grand  Commander. 

5.  The  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Mississippi. 
Besponae—'E,*.  Sir  B.  A.  Vaughan,  P.*.  E.'.  C.'. 

4.  The  Postulant 

BespoMe — Sir  M.  Marshall. 
■6.  Onr  Wives,  onr  Daughters  and  Sweethearts. 

Be^panae—B..',  E.\  Sir  Chas.  M.  Erwin,  P.'.  Q.\  C.'. 

6.  Masonry,  the  Hand-Maid  of  Religion. 
Response — V.*.  Rev.  Sir  J.  M.  Boon. 

7.  The  Memory  of  those  who  have  completed  their  term  of  penanoe. 
Eeaponae—E.'.  Sir  Frederic  Speed,  P.*.  E/.  C.\ 
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RETURNS  OF 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  27.  1883. 


(INCLUDING  OFFICERS  FOR  1884.) 


MISSISSIPPI  COMMANDERY,  No.  1— Jaokbon,  Hinds  Countt. 

Regnlar  Conclaves  2d  Monday  Night  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

Matt  F.  Ash,  p.  e.  o E.  C.     H.  M.  Taylor,  p.  e.  o Treasurer. 

Robert  Bradley Gten'o.     Oliver  Clifton,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

George  Lemon C.  G.    John  M.  Smylie St  Bearer. 

J.  L.  Power,  p.  e.  o Prelate.    John  McGill,  p.  e.  o Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  S.  Hamilton S.  W.     Geo.  8.  Green,  p.  e.  o Warder. 

W.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  e.  o J.  W.    John  M.  Cain Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commanders — Thos.  Palmer,  John  T.  Buck,  R.  L.  Saunders, 
John  A.  Webb,  James  Shelton. 

MsMBEBs — W.  B.  Baldwin,  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Sr.,  J.  C.  Cameron,*  Jno.  A.  Gal- 
breath,  8r.,  Jno.  A.  Galbreath,  Jr.,  Wm.  H.  Gibbs,  Geo.  T.  Gracey,  N.  Greener, 
J.  S.  Hamilton,  W.  C.  Harrell,  C.  J.  Heack,  J.  R.  Holloman,  J.  A.  Hoskins, 
David  Johnson,  Wirt  Johnston,  A.  J.  Lewis,  Lather  Manship,  R.  F.  MoGill,  Jas. 
M.  McKee,  J.  H.  Monfonrt,  — .  Pendergrast,  G.  Smalshaf,  Wm.  B.  Taylor,  W. 
H.  Tegarden— Total  4L 
Obdebs  Confebbed — Geo.  Lemon. 
DiED^Christopher  Johnson,  August  2d,  1888. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $46.00 


*Killed  on  railroad  Feb.  2,  1883. 


MAGNOLIA  COMMANDERY,  No.  2— Vioksbubg,  Wabben  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

Jno.  D.  Miles,  p.  e.  0 E.  C.  H.  W.  Bowen Treasurer. 

I.  Hardy Gen'o.  Jno.  W.  Powell,  p.  e.  0 Recorder. 

Wm.  M.  Chamberlain C.  G.  C.  G.  Wright St.  Bearer* 

W.  G.  Paxton,  p.  o.  o Prelate.  Vincent  l^nelli Sw.  Bearer. 

Wm.  French,*  p.  o.  0 S.  W.  A.  M.  Paxton,  Jr Warder. 

Frederic  Speed,  p.  o.  0 J.  W.  William  Murray Sentinel. 

Past  EKnnaiT  Commandkbs— T.  G.  Birehett,  W.  S.  Patton,  G.  G.  Manlove. 
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34  RETURNS  OF  8UB0RDINATR  COHMANDjCRIES- 

Meicbebs— F.  M.  Andrews,  Jas.  H.  Beresford,  Geo.  W.  Bookont,  S.  H.  Child- 
ress, £.  G.  Carroll,  H.  Denio,  R.  L.  Dunn,  C.  C.  Floweree,  F.  M.  Featherston, 
E.  C.  Grant,  C.  W.  Gibson,  T.  J.  Harper,  T.  J.  Heard,  N.  8.  Harris,  H.  V.  Hor- 
ton,  J.  L.  Helm,  J.  J.  Hayes,  R.  K  Rarris,  J.  £.  Halbert,  Geo.  Bi.  Klein,  Jas.  H. 
King,  W.  W.  Lord,  W.  V.  McCray,  A.  M.  Paxton,  Sr.,  Charles  Pare,  M.  R.  Payne, 
Charles  Peine,  John  Pngh,  Thomas  Rigby,  William  Richards,  W.  H.  Richard- 
son, C.  A.  Rice,  Geo.  H.  Rigby,  D.  A.  Ray,  Qeo.  H.  Smith,  John  Schlottman, 
Girard  Stites,  W.  J.  Smith,  C.  E.  Thomas,  Wm.  Vosbnrg,  Charles  Wilder— Total 
56. 

Obdebs  Comfbbbbd — Vincent  Bonelli,  R.  L.  Dnnn,  C.  W.  Gibson,  A.  M.  Pax- 
ton,  Jr.,  Charles  Peine,  John  Pngh,  John  Schlottman,  Charles  Wilder. 

AiTOiiATBD^D.  A.  Ray. 

Rbinstatbd— Girard  Stites. 

DiMiTTBD— James  W.  Beaty. 

Died— E.  P.  Jones,  Jan'y  28d,  1888. 

Suspended  fob  nom-Patment  of  Dues — Jos.  R.  Eakins,  J.  R.  Smith,  H.  W. 
Wilson. 
Dnes  to  Grand  Commandery $96.00 

*Died  April  28, 1884. 


LEXINGTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  3— Lexington,  Holmes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

G.  G.  Jones E.  C.     R.  H.  Baker Treasurer. 

T.  A.  Lindholm Gen'o.    Jno.  Belford Recorder. 

W.  T.  Johnson C.  G.    J.  D.  Dabney St.  Bearer. 

T.  S.  Wright. Prelate.    Fred.  Attneave 8w.  Bearer. 

J.  T.  Meade,  p.  o.  c 8.  W.    F.  C.  Mercer,  p.  o.  o Warder. 

H.P.Davis J.W.    W.F.Cole SentineL 

Past  Ebonent  Commandbbs — C.  Oltenburg,  T.  W.  Smith,  L.  C.  Abbott. 
Membebs—  D.  H.  Allen,  M.  L.  Harman,  B.  H.  McGee,  David  Mitchell,  R.  H. 
Montgomery,  C.  T.  Murphy,  Jno.  Shackelford,  W.  F.  Stigler,  E.  W.  Tarrant— 
Total  24. 
Obdebs  Confebbed — W.  T.  Johnson,  E.  W.  Tarrant,  Fred.  Attneave. 
Affiliated — W.  F.  Cole. 
Dnes  to  Grand  Commandery $39.00 


HOLLY  SPRINGS  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Hoixt  Spbinos,  Mabshaix  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Monday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

'G.  C.  Myers E.  C.    J.  H.  Athey Treasurer. 

Jno.  R.  McCarroll Gen*o.    L.  B.  Mosby,  p.  e.  o Recorder. 

A.  B.  McCrosky C.  G.    Rob't  Roth St  Bearer. 

A.  D.  Bailey Prelate.    W.  H.  Newell Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  A.  Compton S.  W.    S.  H.  Pryor Warder. 

3f.  H.  Leach J.  W.    J.  B.  Johnson SenUneL 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — J.  T.  Fant,  J.  M.  Boon. 

JMembebs— J.  P.  Alvis,  Jones  Brooks,  R.  P.  Bowen,  T.  L.  Bennett,  J.  P.  Gerry, 
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RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  OOMMANDERIES.  35 

J.  R.  Denty,  W.  J.  Falkner,  Frank  Ferrell,  W.  S.  Featherston,  Thoe.  H.  Gregg, 
S.  D.  Hamilton,  B.  T.  Kimbrongh,  J.  G.  Leach,  T.  J.  Malone,  J.  M.  McDonald, 
R.  B.  Miller,  Robt  McGowan,  J.  H.  Morgan,  T.  B.  Parker,  R.  8.  Stith,  J.  W. 
Stephenson,  H.  B.  Scruggs,  H.  B.  Whitehead,  A.  Q.  Withers,  J.  L.  Wilson,  E.  J. 
Wilkerson— Total  40. 

Obdkbs  Gontbbbbd — ^W.  A.  Compton,  S.  D.  Hamilton,  B.  T.  Kimbrongh,  J. 
W.  Stephenson,  H.  B.  Scruggs. 
Dues  to  Grand  Gommandery $65.00 


ROSALIE  COMMA.NDERY,  No.  6— Natchez,  Adams  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offiobbo  fob  1884. 

Geo.  T.  Rehn E.  C.  Robert  S.  Dixon Treasurer. 

John  R.  Bledsoe Gen^o.  Charles  F.  Merrick Recorder. 

F.  K.  Winchester C.  G.  E.  J.  Guice St.  Bearer. 

£.  Geo.  DeLap,  p.  o.  o Prelate.  Jacob  Peebles Sw.  Bearer. 

C.  T.  Chamberlain,  p.  b.  o S.  W.  W.  G.  Benbrook,  p.  o.  c Warder. 

Frank  S.  Shaw,  p.  b.  o J.  W.  A.  r'.  Tyler Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Commandebs — John  A.  Dicks,  W.  H.  Stewart. 

Membebs — T.  Jeff  Adams,  A.  Bahin,  G.  J.  Bahin,  Geo.  M.  Brown,  Henry 
Glarke,  L.  S.  Cornwall,  J.  S.  Douglass,  A.  H.  Foster,  *F.  F.  Fowler,  C.  F.  Farrar, 
Thomas  Grafton,  H.  M.  Gastrell,  James  Hardie,  G.  S.  C.  Hussey,  Joseph  Hahn, 
C  S.  Kinney,  Geo.  W.  Koontz,  Wm.  Lowry,  R.  F.  Learned,  E.  A.  Lawrence, 
8.  McDowell,  T.  Q.  Munce,  H.  C.  Norman,  Wm.  Noonan,  C.  M.  Sawyer,  E.  J. 
Vancourt,  W.  L.  Wells,  E.  L.  Whitney— Total  42. 

Dimittbd — G.  B.  Rocca. 

Died— O.  S.  Miles,  August  26, 1883. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — A.  E.  Davis,  Hugh  L.  Davis,  Sax- 
ton  H.  Shaw,  Wash.  Weir. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $42  00 

*  Died  February,  1884. 


ST.  CYR  COMMANDERY,  No.  6— Watbb  Valley,  Yalobusha  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  2d  Thursday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

W.  C.  Shackleford E.  C.  J.  F.  DuflP Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Biles (Jen'o.  H.  M.  Romberger,  p.  e.  a,  o.  o. . Rec'r. 

S.  B.  Brown C.  G.  J.  B.  Hudspeth St.  Bearer. 

F.  W.  Weathersby Prelate.  Joel  Croom,  p.  e.  o Sw.  Bearer. 

J.  B.  Pate,  p.  E.  o S.  W.  Dan  T.  Fry Warder. 

Harry  Gibbons,  p.  e.  o J.  W.  T.  W.  Whitsey,  p.  e.  o Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Coboi andebs — J.  K.  Fulson,  p.  g.  c,  H.  E.  Wagner.* 
Membebs — J.  L.  Eskridge,  A.  L.  Guntharp,  John  L.  Kirby,   W.   F.   Palmer, 
W.  P.  Painter,  D.  R.  Wagner,  J.  F.  White,  L.  R.  Wilson,  D.  P.  Wood£— Total  23. 
Dimittbd — Henry  White. 

Does  to  Grand  Commandery $23  00 

*  Died  February  24, 1864. 
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WINONA  GOMMANDERT,  No.  T^Woiona,  Montoomkbt  Couhtt. 

Regular  Conolayes,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Offiokbs  fob  1884. 

OhaB.  M.  Erwin,  p.  o.  o E.  C.    James  T.  Lay Treasurer. 

O.  J.  Moore Gen'o.    Frank  Hawkins,  Jr Recorder. 

Frank  Hawkins,  Jr C.  G.    C.  H.  Campbell St.  Bearer. 

T.  C.  Everett Prelate.    Will  H.Bailey 8w.  Bearer. 

T.  H.  Walker 8.  W.    L.  Bailey Warder. 

John  Eillingsworth J.  W.     G.  8.  Johnson Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Gommandkbs — J.  A.  Applewhite,  H.  P.  Turner. 
Membebs— J.  R.  Binford,  V.  G.  Butt,  W.  H.  Johnson,  J.   Y.  Oliver,  R.  D. 
Palmer,  G.  A.  Spivey,  D.  L.  8weatman,  Aug.  Vaughan,  D.  D.  Wilkins — Total  2S. 
DiMiTTED — C.  Y.  Marshall. 

Died— W.  W.  Marshall,  G.  8w'd  B.,   October  22,   1883;  8.  N.  Ely,  May  11, 
1884. 

Suspended  pob  Non-Payment  op  Dues — C.  M.  Atkinson,  A.  M.  Barrington. 
J.  M.  Ellis,  F.  M.  8hryock. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $23  00 


DE  MOLAY  COMMANDERY,  No.  8— Columbus,  Lowndes  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Friday  of  each  month. 

Opfiobbs  fob  1884. 

B.  A.  Vaughan,  p.  b,  o E.  C.  R.  F.  Hudson Treasurer. 

J.  H.  Field Gen'o.  J.  H.  Stevens Recorder. 

J.  E.  Leigh C.  G.  H.  Osborne St.  Bearer. 

G.  W.  Cox,  p.  E.  o.,  p.  o.  o Prelate.  L.  L.  Goodrich 8w.  Bearer. 

8.  G.  Monger S.  W.  J.  A.  Martin Warder. 

G.  L.  Lincoln,  p.  e.  c J.  W.  D.  D.  L.  Qninn Sentinel. 

Membebs— A.  H.  Barkley,  J.  S.  Billups,  G.  A.  Evans,  N.  M.  Gooch,  J.  H.  Law- 
rence, J.  W.  Soady,  E.  T.  Sykes,  L.  M.  Tucker,  H.  M.  Teasdale— Total  21. 

Obdebs  Confebbed — J.  H.  Field. 

Affiliated — L.  L.  Goodrich. 

DiMiTTED — W.  A.  Moore. 

Suspended  fob  Non-Payment  of  Dues — E.  F.  Kemp,  H.  C.   Long,  W.  B. 
Rodwell,  Thos.  Tracey. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $26  00 


IVANHOE  COMMANDERY,  No  10— Okolona,  Chiokasaw  County. 

Regular  Conclaves,  4th  Thursday  night  of  each  month. 

Offiobbs  fob  1884. 

P.  M.  Savery,  p.  e.  o.  and  p.  o.  o .  .E.  C.    John  P.  Porter Treasurer. 

J.  W.  Buchanan,  p.  e.  o Gen'o.    C.  C.  Ross Recorder. 

T.  W.  Williams C.  G.    8.  H.  Berge. St  Bearer. 

J.  R.  Mcintosh,  p.  e.  o Prelate.    Newnan  Cayce Sw.  Bearer. 

E.  M.  Walker,  p.  >.  o 8.  W.  W.  A.  Bodenhamer,  p.  b.o.  .  .Warder. 

Frank  Burkitt,  p.  e.  o J.  W.    Jno.  McCnrley Sentinel. 

Past  Eminent  Gommamdeb — R.  M.  Young. 
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Membbbs — W.  M.  Bnohanan,  W.  B.  Barker,  B.  B.  Brannin,  Thos.  £.  Gannon, 
Jno.  8.  Cobb,  Jr^  J.  L.  Finley,  A.  H.  French,  C.  B.  Hood,  W.  E.  Howard,  A.  G. 
Harkreader,  H.  W.  Hnnter,  J.  B.  Johnson,  Geo.  Murphy,  B.  V.  Mansion,  B.  A. 
P.  Selman,  E.  L.  Sjkes,  J.  M.  Trice,  Z.  T.  Trice,  B.  8.  Trice,  Andrew  Wood— Total 
38. 

AnriLiATED— B.  V.  Manston. 

DiMiTTED — Harry  Gillmore. 

Died— Amzi  Babbit,  June  80,  1883;  8.  H.  Taylor. 

SusPEEDED  POB  NoN-PATMSMT  OF  DuES — G.  W.  Bashaw,  J.  W.  Bowen,  B.  C. 
Cunningham,  A.  J.  Moore,  J.  A.  Mooser,  H.  C.  Mendenhall,  A.  J.  Mc Williams, 
<J.  N.  Simpson,  8.  T.  Sykes,  H.  W.  Waldrop. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $33  00 


CANTON  COMMANDERY,  No.  12— Canton,  Madison  County. 

Regular  Conolayes,  3d  Wednesday  night  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

William  Priestley,  p.  e.  o E.  C.     A.  N.  Parker Treasurer. 

R.  H.  HoflPman Gen'o.    J.  T.  Boyd Beoorder. 

John  T.  Cameron C.  G.    Jno.  B.  Cameron St.  Bearer. 

T.A.Phillips Prelate.    J.  T.  Priestley 8w.  Bearer. 

J.  M.  Mills 8.  W.     C.  Olsen Warder. 

J.  W.  Yeargain,  p.  b.  o J.  W\    J.  W.  Ellis Sentinel. 

Membebs — W.  D.  Ferris,  D.  B.  Harris,  Jno.  I  (art,  J.H.  Lockett,  L.  Schneider, 
Geo.  W.  Thompson— Total  18. 

Died— W.  C.  Day,  July,  1888. 

Suspended  fob  Non-payment  of  Dues — 8.  A.  Arnold,  A.  M.  Gurley,  A.  J. 
Guice,  Jas.  Newbaker,  J.  J.  Richards. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $18  00 


CCEUR  DeLION  COMMANDERY,  No.  13— Poet  Gibson,  Claibobne  County, 

Regular  Conclaves,  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Offioebs  fob  1884. 

R.  A.  Owen E.  C.    N.  8.  Walker,  p.  e.  o .Treasurer. 

F.  H.  Foote Gen'o.    W.  B.  Fulkerson Recorder. 

Stephen  Thrasher C.  G.    Chas.  HoflPer St.  Bearer. 

J.  A.  B.  Jones,  p.  b.  o Prelate.    Jno.  W.  Andrews Sw.  Bearer. 

W.  F.  Burnet 8.  W.    W.  Brown,  Jr.,  p.  b.  o Warder. 

J.  H.  Gordon,  p.  e.  o J.  W.    A.  Sager Sentinel. 

Membbbs— Jno.  G.  Jones,  W.  B.  Lewis,  A.  K.  Burnet,  8.  M.  Briscoe— Total  16. 
Dues  to  Grand  Commandery $14  00 

SPEOiAii  Cobbeotion — In  the  return  of  1882,  as  printed  in  Transactions  of 
1888,  page  28,  Sirs  Jas.  0.  Bertron  and  E.  F«  Price  appear  as  suspended  for 
'Sinmasonio  conduct,"  instead  of  for  non-payment  of  dues.    Gband  Beoobdeb. 
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I  OBEKADA  GOMMAKDEBY,  No.  16— Obknada,  Gbbiada  Oodxtt. 

I  Begolar  Oonolaves,  Ist  Friday  of  each  month. 

i 

Offzoum  fob  1884. 

B.  Highgate E.  0.    John  George Treaanrer. 

John  Wright .Gen*o.    L.  B.  Tomer Beoorder. 

J.  G.  Longstreet G.  G.    J.  B.  Gage St.  Bearer. 

W.  P.  Towler,  p.  s.  o Prelate.    Wm.  MoSwine Sw.  Bearer. 

B.  F.  Thomas S.  W.    W.  H.  FitsGerald Warder. 

Thomas  Phelan J.  W.    Sidney  Kettle Sentinel 

Past  Eminent  Oommandxhs — G.  Y.  Freeman,  C.  A.  Pardne,  B.  A.  Armstead. 

Mrmbibiw — B.  G.  Adams,  Jr.,  L.  B.  Bland,  J.  L.  GoUins,  W.  G.  Ghamberliiit 
T.  M.  Kennedy,  B.  P.  Lake,  H.  H.  MoKee,  E.  F.  Moore,  B.  N.  Owens,  B.  M. 
Parish,  J.  J.  Slack— Total  26. 

Obdebs  Gonfkbbed— John  Wright,  L.  B.  Bland,  B.  M.  Parish,  J.  P.  Gage,  T. 
M.  Kennedy,  J.  G.  Longstreet,  Thos.  Phelan,  W.  H.  FitzGerald. 
Dues  to  Grand  Gommandery $66  00 
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REPORT  ON  FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDFNCE. 


To  the  Grand  Commandery  cf  Mimmppi: 

The  undersigned,  of  Oommittee  on  Foreign  or  Fraternal  Oonrespondenoe, 
feels  doly  gratefnl  to  the  Father  of  Mercies  for  the  privilege  and  ability  to 
perform,  in  his  weak  way,  the  duty  assigned  him.  Did  he  feel  entirely  well, 
the  task  would  be  a  delightful  one,  and  its  execution  more  in  consonance  with 
the  standing  of  your  august  body  in  the  Templar  world.  As  we  are,  however, 
without  the  essential  qualification  of  x>erfect  health,  we  trust  that  our  utter- 
ances herein  may  be  judged  with  reference  to  these  unfavorable  conditions. 
With  these  few  remarks  we  are  now  ready  for  business,  and  will  call 


ALABAMA— 1883. 


Twenty -third  Annual  at  Montgomery,  16th  May.  Present:  B.*.  E.'.  Daniel 
Smith,  O.  0.  All  the  Grand  Officers  except  the  Orand  Standard  Bearer,  Bep- 
resentatives  of  eight  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  quite  an  array  of  Past 
Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Bepresentatives. 

The  Grand  Commander's  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  a  well  written  docu- 
ment, containing  a  concise  statement  of  his  official  acts  during  the  year,  and 
showing  that  he  had  discharged  his  duty  faithfully  and  well.  He  pays  fitting 
tribote  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  the  magnanimous  dead  of  Alabama,  and 
reports  the  order  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Proceedings  local. 

Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  Grand  Becorder,  submitted  a  characteristically  good  report 
on  Fraternal  Correspondence,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  a  large  proportion 
of  Templary  is  briefly  but  courteously  reviewed.  He  seems  to  object  to  our 
accusation  in  regard  to  titling  Masons  in  Masonic  literature,  and  says,  speaking 
of  Wales  :  **His  Boyal  Highness  is  neither  better  nor  worse  on  account  of  his 
title.  It  belongs  to  him  as  much  as  that  of  Hit  JEkeeUeney  does  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  either  title  is  honord  when  watihUy  worn.  Be- 
sides, he  is  a  good  Mason,  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not,  that 
we  ever  heard  of."  All  of  which  we  endorse,  except  the  first  clause  of  the  last 
sentence.  Now,  common  report  has  it  that  Wales  is  not  only  the  most  shame- 
less libertine,  but  also  the  most  profligate  of  men,  and  if  these  qualifications- 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  constituting  a  good  Mtuouj  we  have  been  wrongly 
taught.  Free  Masonry,  my  brother,  is  a  beautiful  system  of  morality,  etc.,, 
and  if  you  can  find  anything  in  its  sublime  principles  or  teachings  that  will 
justify  yon  in  characterizing  such  people  as  above  referred  to  as  good  Masons 
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oblige  us  by  pointing  out  the  place.  A  good  Mason  is  good  every  other  way — 
morally,  socially  and  religiously — and  yon  know  perfectly  well  that  there  are 
oircomstances  under  which  yon  would  not  trust  Wales  as  far  as  you  could  throw 
a  church  by  the  spire.  We  are  free  to  admit  that  he  is  as  justly  entitled  to  his 
title  as  is  the  President  to  his,  but  we  deny,  in  toto,  that  either  should  be 
named  or  addressed  by  their  title  in  a  Masonic  assembly  or  in  Masonic  litera- 
ture. We  are  popularly  supposed  to  ''meet  upon  the  leyel,"  and  we  do  it  about 
as  much  as  the  devil  enjoys  experimental  religion. 

Referring  to  Chicago,  and  oar  estimate  of  the  Q.  £.,  he  says:  ''That  is  pretty 
strong  language,  and  we  hope  not  quite  deserved  ;  however,  we  suppose  he 
was  there,  and  if  he  was  he  ought  to  know."  We  attended  the  one  at  New 
Orleans,  and  saw  and  heard  of  enough  there  to  convince  us  that  the  epithet 
applied  by  us  to  this  useless  appendage  to  Templary  was  and  is  eminently  just 
and  proper. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  Sir  Daniel,  however;  he  seems  to  like  titles  and  the 
Grand  Encampment.  W^e  don^t  hanker  after  either,  and  as  both  are  entitled  to 
their  own  opinions,  we  will  let  the  matter  rest. 

Qrand  Commander  and  Grand  Recorder  both  continued. 


CALIFORNIA— 1883. 


Twenty-Fifth  Annual  Conclave  at  San  Francisco,  April  12th.  Present:  R.'. 
E.'.  Sir  Chas.  Fayette  Lott,  Grand  Commander,  a  full  staff,  an  army  of  Past 
Grand  Commanders  and  the  Representatives  of  nineteen  Sabordinat«  Com- 
manderies. 

The  address  is  a  complete  review  of  the  official  acts  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander. In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Triennial  was  to  meet  in  San  Franciaoo 
in  the  coming  August,  he  has  comparatively  little  to  say  of  that  approaching 
event.  He  is  evidently  a  believer  in  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to 
have  quiet  sessions,  to  avoid  pomp,  parade  and  display,  and  to  transact  busi- 
ness.    At  least  we  judge  so  from  the  following: 

And  let  me  here  express  the  desire  and  hope  that  the  promises  made  to  the 
Grand  Encampment,  by  our  Representatives  at  the  last  Triennial  Conclave, 
will  be  fully  realized,  and,  on  our  part,  faithf ally  performed.  Let  this  supreme 
legislative  body  of  Knights  Templar  have  a  quiet  and  business  session,  a  boon 
v)hich  they  have  90  long  sought,  but  which  they  have  not  found  for  the  four  past 
Conclaves. 

(Italics  ours.)  This  strikes  us  as  nonsensical  nonsense,  which  being  inter- 
preted, is  shearing  a  hog  for  wool.  Our  knowledge  of  the  make-up  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  leads  us  to  suppose  that  a  quiet,  business  session  of  that 
body,  a  session  that  might  possibly  result  in  good  to  the  Order,  is  just  the  last 
thing  thought  of.  The  idea  that  that  concern  has  been  seeking  a  chance  to  do 
anything  useful  as  a  booji,  is  simply  an  absurdity.  There  has  been  no  seesion 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  which  all  required  business  could  have  been 
done  and  well,  had  the  members  of  it  so  desired.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
inclination  to  eat,  drink  and  be  merry,  outruns  the  disposition  to  do  the  work  for 
which  they  meet,  and  the  fault  is  entirely  with  themselves.    We  have  no  doubt 
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the  B.*.  B/.  knows  more  abont  the  Grand  Encampment  now  than  he  did  a 
jear  ago.    Perhaps  his  estimate  of  it  is  not  so  exalted  now  as  then. 

Quite  a  long  list  of  dispensations  to  ballot  and  re-ballot  and  for  other  lawful 
purposes  were  granted,  and  some  denied.  His  decisions  are  few  in  nomber  and 
sound  in  law.  He  quotes,  without  comment,  General  Order  No.  5  from  Grand 
Master  Dean.  His  visitations  to  Subordinates  was  general,  and,  no  doubt, 
resulted  in  good  as  well  as  in  conyincing  him  that  there  are  more  things  in 
heaven  and  earth  than  some  people's  philosophy  ever  dreamed  of,  as  the  follow- 
ing will  attest: 

I  found,  also,  iu  some  of  our  Subordinate  Ck)mmanderies,  a  new  practice 
inaugurated  in  conferring  the  Illustrious  Order  of  the  Red  Oross.  Ttiis  con- 
sists in  conferring  the  Order  upon  more  than  one  candidate  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  was  informed,  as  high  as  seven  persons 
were  worked  upon  at  once.  Progress  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place,  but  it  does 
not  work  well  in  varying  the  Landmarks  of  Templar  Masonry.  This  Illustri- 
ous Order  is  one  of  peculiar  individuality,  and  there  is  no  point  in  the  cere- 
mony of  conferring  it  properly  where  more  than  one  candidate  can  be  intro- 
duced at  the  same  time  without  violating  the  hintorical  Landmarks  of  the 
Order,  and  destroying  its  beauty  and  offending  its  dignity. 

All  this  we  steadfastly  believe.  The  Order  in  California  has  eojoyed  a  boom 
in  applicants  for  the  degrees  in  view  of  the  contemplated  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  There  is  the  prime  cause.  We  hope  the  material  taken  in  will 
prove  good  and  true,  but  we  doubt  it.  The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  an  excellent 
paper. 

The  Grand  Recorder's  report  shows  a  net  increase  in  membership  of  380. 
How  many  of  these  will  be  found  to  be  work  unfit  for  the  builder's  use  ?  Time 
will  show,  and  if  not  time,  that  great  revealer  of  secrets,  Eternity  and  the  Judg- 
ment, will  do  so. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  shows  the  handsome  balance  of  $4,861.04  in  the 
Treasury.  Compared  with  our  financial  condition,  our  California  f raters  are 
rich — or  were. 

Our  good  friend  Sir  Thos.  Hubbard  Caswell  injects  one  of  his  masterly  reports 
on  F.  C.  into  the  very  bowels  of  the  proceedings,  in  which  report  he  overhauls  the 
doings  of  twenty-nine  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  '82  coming  in 
for  her  full  quota  of  courteous  attention.  In  his  opening  he  reads  the  Riot 
Act  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  New  York  for  failing  to  furnish  him  copies  of 
their  proceedings  in  time  for  review,  and  politely  requests  the  venerable  Sir 
John  AV.  Simons  to  attend  to  it  himself.  We  concur  in  all  he  says,  as  we  have 
not  seen  a  New  York  pamphlet  for  a  long  time,  and  somebody  is  to  blame 
for  it. 

Touching  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  and  Sir  John  Say  re's  (of  Alabama) 
query,  ^*If  a  man  says  he  is  a  Christian,  if  he  feeds  the  hungry,  clothes  the 
naked,  binds  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted  and  does  good  unto  all  men,  is  not 
that  enciigh f  "  He  has  this  to  say:  "No,  dear  f rater,  it  is  not  enough,  if  we 
would  be  consistent  with  the  principles  upon  which  our  Order  is  founded.  A 
man  may  be  all  you  describe  and  yet  fall  far  short  of  the  Christian  standard." 
{We  don't  believe  it,  Sir  Thos.  You  can't  make  a  ministering  angel  out  of  an 
unregenerate  man.  No  man  ever  came  up  to  the  requirements  of  Bro.  Sayre's 
^uery  who  is  not  in  heart  and  life  a  Christian.)  "  The  candidate  for  Knightly 
Orders  must  primarily  declare  that  he  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
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Christian  religion.  What,  th«n,  is  (hat  Christian  religion?  Is  it  any  other 
than  that  taught  by  Christ  himself?  Forms  and  ceremonies  of  worship  maj 
differ,  dogmas  and  creeds  may  be  modified,  changed  or  abolished,  but  the  grand 
f  ondamental  principles  remain  unchanged  and  nnohangeable.  The  firm  belierer 
in  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion  may  not  qnestion  the  divinity  of 
Christ  or  dissent  from  His  teachings.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say, '  Why  bother 
aboat  it?'  If  we  may  not  ^bother*  abont  one  essential,  why  concern  oorselTca 
about  the  remainder?"  Sir  Thos.'  position  in  regard  to  the  qmeetion  at  isso* 
is  impregnable.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  Grand  Encampment  ever 
proposes  to  do  anything  of  benefit  to  the  Order,  then  an  anthoritatiTe  settle- 
ment of  the  qnestion  of  Ireligions  ^belief  for  postulants,  and  members  as  well, 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  do.  We  do  not  believe  that  any  man  is  fit  for  a  Tem- 
plar who  does  not  implicitly  believe  in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  who  does  not 
base  his  hopes  of  Heaven  upon  His  merits  and  mediation  and  the  atonement 
made  by  Him.  The  Order  of  Knights  Templar  is  no  place  for  unitarians,  infi- 
dels, materialists,  agnostics,  or  any  other  sort  of  fools,  and  the  sooner  it  is 
purged  of  their  unhallowed  presence,  and  the  doors  barred  against  them,  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  Institution,  as  well  as  for  morality  and  good. 

Sir  Thomas  quotes  quite  extensively  and  approvingly  from  our  proceedings. 
Of  our  beloved  Bro.  French's  address  he  says  :  ""The  address  of  the  Grand 
Commander  shows  its  author  to  be  a  man  of  well  disciplined  mind  and  earnest 
thought.  His  official  acts  were  but  few  and  of  little  general  importance,  yet 
he  appears  to  have  done  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
advance  the  interests  of  the  Order."  Of  Sir  Power  he  has  this  to  say,  refer- 
ring to  the  donation  of  his  salary  to  the  Natchez  P.  O.  Asylum  :  *^We  do  not 
wish  to  flatter  the  Grand  Recorder,  but  we  must  say,  that,  so  far  as  the  Order 
in  Mississippi  is  concerned,  he  is  a  power  for  good."  In  which  we  fully  concur. 
He  has  some  pleasant  words  to  say  of  us,  for  which  we  feel  gratified  and  appre- 
ciate, on  account  of  the  purity  of  the  source  from  which  they  come.  We  also 
thank  him  for  his  kindly  proffer  to  find  us  a  ^cozy  corner  where  the  soul,  thirst- 
ing for  quiet,  may  possess  itself  in  peace."  We  have  no  doubt  our  California 
f raters  left  nothing  undone  to  make  their  visitors,  in  August  last,  perfectly  at 
home  and  happy,  but  we  have  no  desire  to  visit  any  place  under  the  auspices  of 
or  in  connection  with  the  Grand  Encampment.  We  attended  one  session  and 
that  will  last  us  always. 

As  we  have  already  devoted  quite  a  large  allowance  of  space  to  California 
and  Sir  Thomas,  we  respectfully  say  good-bye  to  both  for  the  present.  Sir 
Geo.  Clement  Perkins  is  G.*.  C*. ;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.\  C.\  as  before. 


OANADA— 1888. 

Eight  Annual  Assembly  of  the  National  Great  Priory  of  Canada  of  the 
United  Religious  and  Military  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  of  St  John  o^  Jeru- 
salem, Palestine,  Rhodes  and  Malta— in  the  city  of  Ottowa,  July  10th.  Present, 
M.'.  E.\  Sir  W.  J.  B.  Madeod  Moore,  Great  Prior.  On  The  Throne.  A  fuU  del- 
egation and  many  Past  Grand  Officers. 

The  address  of  the  Great  Prior,  like  all  its  predecessors  from  his  pen,  is 
able,  comprehensive  and  instructive.    We  should  like  to  make  copious  eztraots 
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from  this  very  able  and  interesting  address,  but  we  lack  the  spaoe  and  time. 
Prooeedings  local.  Owing  to  poverty  no  report  on  Foreign  Oorreepondenoe 
was  published. 

Great  Prior  and  Grand  Chancellor  same  as  before. 


COLORADO— 1888. 


Annual  Conclave  at  Denver,  September  21st. 

Present,  Michael  H.  Fitch,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand 
Recorder,  and  representatives  of  seven  Subordinates. 

Address  very  brief  and  local  in  its  references.  His  dispensations  were  sen- 
sible. His  decisions  are  generally  correct,  although  this  one  sounds  a  good 
deal  like  the  practical  workings  of  a  certain  religious  creed,  viz  :  You  will  be 
damned  if  you  do,  and  you  will  be  damned  if  you  don't.  The  result  being 
the  same  in  both  cases.    Here  is  the  decision  : 

I  received  a  letter,  dated  December  4,  1882.  from  Companion  Geo.  K.  Kim- 
ball, of  Golden  Chapter  No.  5,  saying  that  several  Sir  Knights  of  Gk>lden  de- 
sired to  form  a  Commandery,  but  first  desired  to  know  whether  signing  a  peti- 
tion for  dispensation  would  diimit  them  from  their  Commanderies.  I  decided 
that  the  granting  of  a  charter  only  would  have  that  affect,  but  that  the  petition 
for  dispensation  should  be  accompanied  by  the  dimits  of  the  signers.  No  ap- 
plication has  been  received  for  the  dispensation. 

The  granting  of  a  charter  only  has  the  effect  to  vacate  membership,  but 
you  can't  sign  a  petition  for  a  dispensation  without  producing  your  dimit. 
Now  it  strikes  us  that  when  we  dimit  from  a  Masonic  body  we  pretty  effectually 
vacate  our  membership  therein,  hence  can  detect  no  difference  between 
Tweedle-dum  and  Tweedle-dee. 

Proceedings  local.    Order  vigorous. 

Sir  H.  M.  Orahood  submitted  a  short  but  concise  report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  he  notes  the  doings  [of  most  of  the  Templar  world,  Mississippi  for 
1888  receiving  kindly  attention. 

Sir  Roger  E.  Woodbury  is  R.'.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  as 
before. 


GEORGIA— 1888. 


Twenty-second  Annual  at  Columbus,  May  16.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  S.  Rock- 
well,  Grand  Commander;  a  full  staff,  a  lot  of  those  ornamental  appendages» 
jfdept  ^  Grand  Representatives,**  and  Representatives  from  seven  Subordinates, 
and  a  large  list  of  visiting  Sir  Knights. 

The  address  is  very  short  and  confined  entirely  to  local  matters.  Our  fraters 
of  Georgia  mourn  the  demise  of  their  first  (and  for  eight  successive  years) 
Grand  Commander,  R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Wm.  Tracy  Gould,  at  the  ripe  age  of  82  years* 
May  the  joys  of  Heaven  and  the  cycles  of  eternity  compensate  him  for  the  sor- 
rows and  sighings  of  four  score  years  of  pilgrimage  here  below. 

Order  healthy.  Proceedings  local.  No  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 
R.*.  E.'.  Sir  Wm.  B.  Young  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Sam'I  P.  Hamilton, 
Grand  Recorder. 
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INDIANA— 1888. 

Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Conclave  at  Indianapolis,  April  24.  Present — R.'.  E.\ 
SamU  B.  Sweet,  Grand  Commander;  a  fall  staff  (except  Grand  Treasurer),  nine 
Past  Grand  Commanders,  a  goodly  number  of  Past  E.  C.'s  and  the  Representa- 
tives of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies — twenty-eight  in  number. 

The  Address  is  an  elegant  paper.  He  pays  a  high  but  deserved  tribute  to  the 
merits  and  memory  of  jR.'.  E.*.  Sir  Chas.  Cruft,  P.  G.  C,  who  was  called  home 
to  the  Better  Land  during  the  year.  As  the  sad  news  of  his  decease  had  reached 
us  before  submitting  our  last  yearns  report,  we  tried  to  express  in  that  our  sor- 
row and  sympathy  and  our  appreciation  of  this  most  amiable  and  accomplished 
and  exemplary  Templar. 

From  the  '^  Rulings  and  Decisions^*  of  Grand  Commander  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing: 

A  Master  Mason,  also  a  member  of  the  Chapter  and  Commandery,  was  ex 
pelled  by  the  Lodge,  upon  charges  preferred  therein.  Notice  thereof  was  sent 
by  the  Lodge  to  the  Chapter  and  the  Commandery,  advising  them  of  its  action. 
They  took  notice  thereof,  and  thereupon  declared  the  member  expelled  from 
their  Bodies.  (No  charges  were  preferred  in  the  Chapter  nor  in  the  Comman- 
dery, action  in  both  these  Bodies  being  based  entirely  upon  the  action  of  the 
Lodge.) 

After  a  time,  the  Lodge  restored  the  member  to  the  position  of  a  non-affili- 
ated Mason  in  good  standing,  and  gave  notice  to  the  Chapter  and  Commandery 
of  its  action  in  the  premises. 

Questum  1.  Did  restoration  in  the  Lodge  to  the  position  of  a  non-affiliated 
Mason  restore  the  member  in  the  Commandery  to  membership  therein,  or  only 
to  the  position  of  a  non-affiliated  Knight  Templar? 

Question  2.  Upon  receipt  by  the  Commandery  of  notice  of  the  restoration  by 
the  Lodge,  could  the  Commandery  take  action  thereon  in  the  absenoe  of  restor- 
ation by  the  Chapter  and  notice  thereof? 

To  the  first  question  I  answered:  That  restoration  by  the  Lodge  to  good 
standing,  (whether  to  membership  therein  or  as  a  non-affiliate)  restored  him  in 
the  Commandery  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  (which  includes  membership) 
of  which  the  Sir  Knight  was  deprived  by  reason  of  the  previous  action  of  the 
Lodge. 

Affiliation  in  the  Ijodge  or  the  Chapter  is  not  necessary  to  membership  in  the 
Commandery. 

To  the  second  I  answered :  If  the  Chapter  declared  the  member  expelled 
only  by  reason  of  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  then  it  was  uot  necessary  for  the 
Commandery  to  await  the  further  action  of  the  Chapter  in  the  premises,  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Commandery  to  take  notice  of  and  proceed 
upon  the  action  of  the  Lodge  in  either  case,  even  should  the  Chapter,  for  any 
reason,  have  neglected  or  refused  to  do  so.  " 

The  Recorder  of  Valparaiso  submitted  the  following: 

Objection  is  filed  to  the  advancement  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  who  had  previ- 
ously paid  the  full  fee  for  the  Orders.  What  amount  should  be  refunded  to  the 
candidate  ? 

Answered:  In  the  absence  of  a  By-law  of  the  Commandery  specifying  the 
amount  of  fee  to  be  charged  for  each  Order,  separately,  one-half  of  the  fall  fee 
•hould  be  refunded. 

The  Eminent  Commander  of  Lafayette  Commandery,  No.  8,  presented  the 
following: 

The  officers  of  that  Commandery  were  installed  in  the  following  manner: 

The  installing  officer  called  up  the  officers  elect  and  made  use  of  the  follow- 
ing formula:  ^^Yon  are  well  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  your  office.  Ton 
will  therefore  take  your  position  and  consider  yourself  installed." 
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Some  members  of  the  Commandery  raided  the  queetion  of  the  sufficiency  of 
•Qch  installation. 

I  ruled  that  snch  installation  ceremony  was  not  sufficient,  and  that  no  install- 
ing officer  had  the  right  to  dispense  with  or  vary  from  the  forms  as  prescribed 
by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

The  Eminent  Commander  of  LaYalette  Commandery  No.  15,  asked  the  fol- 
lowing question: 

Has  a  Knight  Templar,  not  a  member  of  the  Commandery  nor  a  resident, 
the  right  to  object  to  a  Companion  receiving  the  Order  after  having  been 
elected? 

To  which  I  answered :  He  has  the  right  to  so  object,  and  the  Commandery 
may,  through  courtesy,  regard  and  act  upon  it,  but  it  is  not  obligatory  upon 
the  Commandery  so  to  do. 

Now,  as  we  understand  it,  the  Commandery,  on  receipt  of  official  informa- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  "took  notice  thereof,"  i.  c,  by  vote,  either  by 
ballot  or  some  other  way,  and  declared  the  member  expelled.  This  being  so« 
we  hold  that  the  decision  that  the  simple  action  of  the  Lodge  in  returning  the 
expelled  to  Masonry  thereby  restored  him  to  membership  in  good  standing 
in  his  Commandery,  without  any  action  of  the  latter  body,  is  wrong  in  princi- 
•pie  and  not  sound  in  law.  Had  the  Commandery  simply  recognized  the  com- 
mon law  of  Masonry,  that  suspension  from  the  Blue  Lodge  or  Chapter  extends 
to  all  (so-called)  higher  Orders,  then  the  removal  of  the  disability  where  it 
originated  places  him  exactly  where  he  was  before,  without  any  action  of  the 
other  bodies.  Again,  allowing  the  legitimate  force  of  the  common  law  above 
referred  to,  the  answer  to  the  second  question  is  faulty  in  the  extreme,  and 
from  it  the  Law  Committee  dissented,  as  will  appear  from  this  clause  from  their 
report:  "A  full  restoration  in  the  Chapter,  in  accordance  with  the  law  govern- 
ing the  Chapter  organizations,  must,  therefore,  of  necessity,  take  precedence 
to  a  restoration  in  the  Commandery  ;  or,  otherwise,  a  Sir  Knight  would  be 
compelled  to  sit  in  the  asylum  of  his  Commandery  with  a  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  this  we  hardly  think  any  Sir  Knight  in  this  juris- 
diction would  consent  to  do."  Signed  by  the  full  committee.  We  regret  to 
say  that  a  substitute  for  the  above,  approving  and  confirming  the  decision  was 
adopted,  whereupon  the  Law  Committee  appealed  to  the  Grand  Encampment — 
a  very  poor  way  to  obtain  an  early  settlement  of  the  controversy. 

Proceedings  local;  Order  healthy  and  vigorous  ;  $8,000  balance  in  Treasury. 

The  first  part  of  the  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  by  P.*.  G.*.  C.'. 
Chas.  Cruft,  and  is  in  his  usual  dear,  courteous  and  kindly  style.  But  before 
he  could  finish  it,  the  summons  to  the  Better  Land  came,  and  he  laid  aside  the 
pen  to  take  up  the  instrument  of  joy  and  praise.  The  bulk  of  the  report  is  by 
Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle,  who  wields  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  He  quotes  our 
remarks  to  New  Hampshire  in  reference  to  non-payment  of  dues  being  a 
crime,  and  observes:  ^he  spirit  in  which  this  is  written  is  truly  commendable, 
but  there  is  no  reason  why  a  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  should  be  any 
different  from  a  suspension  from  any  other  cause.  Poverty  has  nothing  to  do 
with  such  suspensions,  but  indifference  to  the  interests  of  the  Commandery 
and  a  false  pride  which  holds  itself  superior  to  the  enforcement  of  its  regula- 
tions, has  everything  to  do  with  it.  In  our  experience  the  greater  number  who 
have  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  have  been  monuments  of  a 
^charity  long  suffering,"  in  that  they  have  not  been  long  before  deprived  of 
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membership,  than  either  indifference  or  delinqaenoy.  The  Sir  Knights  who  are 
suspended  for  poverty  are  not  those  who  apply  for  re-admission.  These  re- 
marks bat  confirm  ns  in  oar  old  position:  Non-payment  of  daes,  pare  and  sim.' 
pie,  w  no  crime^  and  no  penalty  as  for  a  crime  shoald  be  assessed  against  it. 
Bat,  if  said  non-payment  is  the  resalt  of  indifference  as  to  the  interests  of  the 
Order,  or  is  attended  by  other  anknightly  conduct,  then  prefer  charges  for  an- 
masonic  and  anknightly  conduct  and  suspend  him  for  tKoL  Then  make  him 
run  the  gauntlet  of  the  ballot  in  order  to  get  back,  but  don%  eyen  by  implica- 
tion, make  of  Christian  Knighthood  a  mercenary  organization. 

We  welcome  Sir  Buckle  to  the  camp  of  the  Mutuals,  and  trust  that  he  may 
prove  a  bright  and  shining  light  in  the  world. 

R.*.  E.'.  Richard  L.  Woolsey,  Q.*.  C/.;  Sir  John  M.  Bramwell,  Grand  Re- 
corder. 


ILLINOIS-1888. 


Twenty -seventh  Annual  Conclave  at  Chicago,  October  23.  Present:  R.'.  £.'. 
Sir  Hy.  Tumor,  G.\  O.*.;  a  full  staff,  save  one,  thirteen  Past  Grand  Comman- 
ders, twelve  Grand  Representatives,  thirty-two  Past  Commanders,  and  delegates 
from  54  of  the  56  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  address  is  a  voluminous  and  able  paper.  It  seems  that  some  of  our 
Illinois  fraters  are  somewhat  leaky,  by  which  the  secrets  of  the  Order  have  been 
divulged,  necessitating  the  issuance  of  General  Order  No.  2,  which  we  hope  will 
put  a  quietus  on  babbling  tongues  in  that  jurisdiction  at  least.  It  appears 
that  sundry  members  of  Apollo  Commandery,  No.  1,  thought  they  would  get 
up  a  little  circus  of  their  own,  and  open  it  at  a  public  hotel.  The  tenor  and 
import  of  the  "call,"  says  the  R.\  E.*.,  "seemed  antagonizing  the  welfare,  in- 
terest and  harmony  of  our  Order."  He  therefore  ordered  the  Grand  Recorder, 
et  al.y  to  attend,  make  a  note  of  the  performance  and  report.  On  receipt  of 
said  report,  he  promptly  suspended  the  Prelate  and  Captain  General  of  Apollo 
during  the  balance  of  their  term  of  office.  Upon  confession  and  repentance, 
however,  he  restored  the  Captain  General.  Although  we  have  made  diligent 
search  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  peculiar  form  of  deviltry  those  doughty 
Knights  were  engaged  in.     Will  Bro.  Gurney  advise  us  by  mail  ? 

The  G.*.  C*.  recommended  that  "Ascension  Day  be  especially  set  apart  and 
observed  as  a  holy  day,  requiring  no  special  dispensation  therefor,  bat  that  said 
services  shall  be  held  in  the  respective  asylums,  so  far  as  practicable."  We  re- 
joice at  even  this  extremely  slight  evidence  of  Christianity  in  our  Illinois  Fra- 
ters. We  say  slight,  because  the  religion  of  our  day  too  largely  consists  of 
forms  and  ceremoniei,  and  the  observance  of  holy  days  without  any  corres- 
ponding improvement  in  the  daily  walk  and  conversation.  The  Apostle  tells 
us  to  turn  away  from  such  as  have  the  form  of  godliness  but  deny  the  power 
thereof.  We  trust,  however,  that  our  fraters  of  Illinois,  do  not  come  under  this 
head,  but  that  they,  in  all  their  devotions  to  Deity,  may  offer  up  the  incense  of 
pure  and  contrite  hearts.  If  this  were  so,  they  would  be  in  a  situation  to  ac- 
complish much  good  for  themselves  and  the  Master. 

Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  the  Triennial,  or  rather  to  the  trip  to  San 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FBATRRNAIi  00RRB8P0NDENCE.  47 

Franoisoo,  the  reception  and  entertainment  there  and  retom.  Nearly  all  the 
adjectiyes  are  employed  in  describing,  together  with  some  elegant  expressions 
of  appreciation  of  the  treatment  reoeiyed.  He  says  nothing,  howeyer,  of  any- 
thing haying  been  done  by  that  Grand  Hambng  for  the  adyancement  of 
Templary .    The  retuon  is  apparent.    Nothing  was  done,  as  nsnal. 

Seyeral  other  matters  of  general  interest  were  referred  to,  bat  onr  limited 
epace  preclodes  farther  notice.  There  are  oyer  5,000  Templars  in  Illinois — 
Apollo  Oommandery,  No.  1,  haying  600  on  its  rolls — more  than  the  whole  mem- 
bership in  oar  State.  The  Order  in  that  State  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condi- 
tion in  eyery  respect.    Proceedings  local. 

The  report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  again  the  production  of  the 
yeteran  Gamey,  and,  like  all  its  predecessors  from  the  same  source,  is  first- 
class  in  eyery  respect  Thirty-one  Templar  Grand  Bodies  pass  in  reyiew 
before  him,  and  each  receiyes  its  dae  quota  of  courteous  notice,  Mississippi  for 
1882  and  1833  among  the  number.  Under  the  head  of  Iowa,  and  speaking  of 
Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  he  says: 

He  is  not  particularly  enamored  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  Keep  the  ani- 
mals in  motion.  Sir  William — stir  them  to  their  foundations.  See  that 
Templars  of  reasonable  credit  for  sense  and  morals,  and  that  are  not  infatu- 
ated with  the  idea  that  ^Jesas  Christ  is  a  myth  and  the  Christian  religion  a  de- 
lusion,' are  not  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs.  If  we  can  reach  this  grand  con- 
summation, and  make  disreputable  characters  and  'gilded  block-hpads  feel  that 
they  are  not  desirable  representatives  of  American  Templary,  the  Grand  En- 
campment will  soon  put  on  robes  that  will  gladden  our  hearts. 

What  a  commentary  is  this  upon  the  character  of  the  great  lights  of  Tem- 
plary in  our  country!  If  Sir  Gurney  means  anything,  he  charges  some  one  of 
our  Grand  Masters — Dean,  probably — with  blasphemy  in  characterizing  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Savior  of  the  world,  as  a  myth  end  His  religion  a  delusion!  And 
this  is  the  sort  of  material  of  which  the  Triennial  Drunk  makes  Grand  Masters 
and  makes  the  supreme  head  of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  religion  that  he 
calls  a  delusion.  It  is  difficult  to  keep  such  cattle  as  this  out  of  the  institution 
entirely,  but  it  is  inexcusable  to  place  them  in  positions  of  honor  and  trust 
when  they  do  get  in,  and  yet  the  Grand  Encampment  has  perpetrated  this  out- 
rage upon  the  very  foundation  of  the  Order.  It  is  a  fact  patent  to  the  most 
obtuse,  that  the  tendency  in  these  times  is  to  materialism,  infidelity,  atheism, 
and  all  the  other  isms  which  the  devil  has  devised  to  lead  men  away  from  Qod 
and  good,  and  that  the  effects  of  this  state  of  affairs  should,  in  a  measure, 
invade  our  precincts,  is  not  remarkable,  but  it  is  remarkable  that  one  of  these 
scoffers  at  our  holy  religion  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Order.  Prob- 
ably this  Most  Eminent  is  also  a  disciple  of  Darwin,  and  looks  with  filial  affec- 
tion upon  his  brethren,  the  monkeys.  In  our  opinion,  the  less  we,  as  a  Chris- 
tian Order,  have  to  do  with  dabblers  in  science,  so-called,  the  better  it  will  be 
for  us  and  it.  We  donH  know  that  the  party  referred  to  by  Bro.  Gurney,  claims 
to  be  a  scientist,  but  infer  he  is,  from  the  fact  that  most  all  these  great  lumi- 
naries in  the  devil's  kingdom  are  generally  inspired  by  modern  scientific 
research.  May  the  Almighty  stretch  forth  his  arm  and  demonstrate  to  these 
puny  great  ones  the  majesty  of  His  power  and  the  sanctity  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  the  saving  efficacy  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  perfected  on  Calvary 
and  oonaummated  at  the  new  tomb  of  Joseph  of  Arimathea  on  the  morning  of 
the  third  day. 
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He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  oar  doings  in  1882  and  1888  and 
commends  the  addresses  of  Qrand  Commanders  French  and  Meade  in  flattering 
terms,  and  says  some  very  pleasant  words  abont  onrself,  which  are  very  grate- 
fully appreciated.  We  would  be  glad  if  every  Templar  in  Mississippi  oonld 
read  his  whole  report,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  didactic  in  the  whole,  but  we 
have  spent  as  much  of  two  evenings,  as  the  baby  would  allow,  in  overhauling 
Bro.  Gumey,  and  time  forbids  further  recreation  in  this  field. 

R.\  E.*.  Sir  James  G.  Edwards  is  Grand  Ck>mmander;  Recorder  and  Foreign 
Correspondence  as  before. 


IOWA— 1883. 

Twentieth  Annual  at  Dubuque,  October  8th.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Henry  W. 
Rothert,  Grand  Commander,  a  full  staff  and  the  officers,  or  their  proxies^  of 
the  forty -four  chartered  Commanderies  in  the  State  and  of  the  two  U.  D.  The 
address  opens  in  the  following  unique  style: 

Sib  Knights  op  Iowa:  Behold  your  Grand  Commander!  He  apx>ears  before 
you  clothed  in  the  habiliments  of  the  Order,  and  decorated  with  the  jewel  of 
his  office.  He  wears  upon  his  person  the  mark  of  his  rank,  and  now  presents 
himself  to  you  at  this,  the  Twentieth  Grand  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa,  ready  and  willing  to  give  an  account  of  the  trust  con- 
fided to  his  care  by  your  generous  preference  one  year  ago. 

If  the  above  is  not  '^grand,  gloomy  and  peculiar,^'  what  is  it  ?  We  would 
suggest,  as  an  improvement,  the  following:  Sib  Knights  of  Iowa:  Behold 
your  High  Cockalorem!  He  appears  before  you  in  all  the  pomp  and  grandeur 
of  store  clothes  and  a  biled  shirt,  and  decorated  with  a  Kobinoor  that  cost 
twenty -five  cents  at  least!  !  !  He  carries  on  his  left  ear  a  strawberry  mark  by 
which  you  will  be  enabled  to  recognize  him  as  your  long  lost  grand-father!  ! ! ! 
Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  evidences  of  glory  or  greatnej^s,  he  is  not  at  all 
proud  or  stuck  up! !  ! !  ! 

Aside  from  the  grandiloquent  opening,  the  address  is  a  most  excellent  pro- 
duction. He  has  the  following  very  sensible  opinion  of  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence Committees,  and  proved  his  faith  by  his  works  in  appointing  our  good 
friend  Sir  Edward  A.  Guilbert  to  uphold  and  sustain  the  reputation  of  Iowa  in 
this  field — a  doughty  knight  ^'equaled  by  none  and  surpassed  by  few.**  He 
pays  the  following  eloquent  and  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Sir  W.  B. 
Limgridge:  "Yes,  it  is  but  too  true.  The  noble,  generous  man  is  dead.  The 
^upright,  sincere  Christian  has  departed.  The  kind  and  truthful  friend  is 
no  more.  The  true  and  loving  brother  has  said  *good-bye.'  The  faithful 
and  devoted  companion  has  passed  away,  and  the  earnest,  valiant  Tem- 
plar has  sheathed  his  sword  forever.*'  We  mingle  our  grief  with  that  of 
our  Fraters  of  Iowa  in  their  sad  bereavement  and  irreparable  loss — a  loss 
not  to  Iowa  alone,  but  to  all  Templars  who  love  the  Order  in  its  purity  and 
simplicity. 

We  invite  your  attention  to  the  following  as  savoring  strongly  of  the  sound- 
est sort  of  good  sense  and  wise  discrimination  : 

I  trust  your  Grand  Commander  does  not  render  himself  liable  to  the  ohazge 
of  insubordination,  when  he  humbly  asks  for  the  privilege  of  expressing  an 
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honest  opinion,  prompted  by  the  experience  of  his  official  connection  with  (hat 
Grand  Body,  and  that  is  :  that  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  is 
4m  nnneoessary  and  expensive  appendage  to  the  governing  powers  of  Tem- 
plarism,  without  any  positive  action  or  beneficial  resnlts,  and  its  mission  liable 
to  be  oonstmed  only  as  reaching  within  the  private  domain  of  self  prominence 
4md  personal  ambition. 

There  are  many  thonghts  in  this  address  that  we  would  like  to  transfer  to  this 
report,  but  we  lack  space  and  means.  Order  in  a  healthy  condition.  Proceed- 
ings local. 

Sir  £.  A.  Gnilbert,  P.*.  G.\  C.'.,  submitted  the  Fraternal  Correspondence  re- 
port, which  he  opens  as  follows  : 

"The  undersigned  has  received  from  the  Grand  Recorder's  office  the  Annuals 
of  the  following  named  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  which  he  now  proceeds  to 
overhaul  and  make  note  of,"  in  which  list  we  find  Mississippi  for  1882  and  '88. 
Under  the  head  of  Alabama,  and  commenting  on  Sir  Sayre's  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  assassin  of  President  Garfield  he  says  : 

^It  is  doubtful  whether  Guiteau  ought  to  have  been  hung." 
Does  he  mean  that  he  is  opposed  to  capital  punishment,  or  does  he  mean  to 
assert  that  Gniteau's  crime  deserved  no  such  penalty  ?  If  he  means  the  former, 
while  I  do  not  admire  such  sentimentalism,  I  have  no  quarrel  with  a  sincere 
believer  therein.  If  he  means  the  latter — which  I  doubt — no  language  could 
be  too  strontr  in  condemnation  of  such  inhumanity.         *         ♦        ♦        * 

Now,  Sir  Gnilbert  must  have  known  that  Sir  Daniel  did  not  mean  that  the 
crime  deserved  no  such  penalty,  and  that  the  remark  referred  exclusively  to 
Guiteau's  mental  condition.  Had  Carson,  of  Ohio,  Berry,  of  Maine,  or  any  one 
in  the  North,  expressed  the  same  idea,  Sir  Gnilbert  would  have  expressed  no 
doubt  as  to  his  meaning,  but  coming  from  a  Southerner — Pshaw !  Sir  Gnil- 
bert, we  are  ashamed  of  you. 

Much  space  in  the  report  is  devoted  to  showing  up  the  utter  worthlessness 
and  general  cnssidness  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  It  seems  to  be  peculiarily 
gratifying  to  him  whenever  he  finds  any  one  disposed  to  condemn  its  usurpa- 
tions and  encroachments  upon  the  liberties  and  lives  of  the  State  Grand  Bodies. 
He  calls  it  a  "ctreus*'  in  which  sensible  men  Are  seldem  elevated  to  the  position 
of  Ring  Master  :  "The  Central  Abnormity,  etc.,  etc.,"  and  to  all  his  maledic- 
tions upon  the  concern  and  its  managers,  which  are  not  only  deep  but  loud  as 
well,  we  respond — Amen  ! — with  all  the  vim  and  energy  of  an  old-fashioned 
Methodist.  We  should  like  much  to  copy  all  his  remarks  on  this  important 
subject — important,  as  deeply  affecting  the  question  of  the  right  of  Grand 
Commanderies  to  any  voice  in  the  regulation  of  their  domestic  affairs,  which 
right  is  rapidly  and  surely  being  taken  away  by  the  Central  Body,  but  we  can- 
not. Sir  Edward  is  jubilant  at  the  prospect  that  the  leaven  of  the  Dean-Parvin 
embroglio  will  work  out  a  deliverance  from  the  imperial  assumptions  of  the 
Grand  Encampment.  The  hope,  "the  wish  is  not  father  to  the  thought,"  but 
fear  it  is.  Things  seem  to  have  settled  down  into  the  old  ruts,  and  the  machine 
seems  to  be  running  smoothly. 

His  notice  of  Mississippi  is  extended,  kind  and  fraternal,  all  through.  We 
thank  him  for  his  kindly  commendations  of  our  efforts  in  this  field. 

Referring  to  onr  review  of  Illinois  in  '82  and  other  matters  he  says  : 

He  was  a  Union  soldier  "and  carried  a  musket  in  the  last  scrimmage.''    He 
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is  none  too  sarcastic  in  reference  to  the  Illinois  mannerism  of  permitting  sabor- 
dinate  oommanderies  to  appear  as  escort  to  ''''unarmed  yeterans^'on  Memorial 
Day,  '^provided  no  armed  military  escort  is  present  for  that  duty/*  I  agree  with 
him,  that  the  sacrifioeb  of  solf  ering  widows  and  orphans  of  men  who  died  in  the 
service,  would  be  better  commemorated  by  snbstantional  contributions  than  by 
a  public  exhibition  of  templar  millinery,  the  which  De  Lap  calls  ^bonoombe 
performance."    His  allusions  to  the  lamentable — 

—"rarity 
Of  templar  charity" 

remind  me  of  the  axiom — ^^when  poverty  enters  the  house  love  flies  out  o€  the 
window."  The  extravagances  in  dress  and  equipments,  the  effort  to  outrival 
each  other  in  lavish  banquets,  and  expensive  parades  and  pilgrimages,  are 
bankrupting  commanderies  all  over  the  land,  and  absorbing  all  the  ^^Joose 
change"  of  the  f raters  themselves.  Except  in  rare  instances,  therefore,  neither 
commandery  or  fratre  have  any  surplus  to  lay  on  the  altar  of  the  good  goddess 
of  charity.  If  it  would  not  be  considered  personal  to  the  average  Templar,  who 
is  made  on  the  high-pressure  principle — that  is  to  say,  is  ''^dubbed  with  an  un- 
backed sword,"  and  because  of  the  major  qualification  *^of  a  consideration"— 
I  should  be  inclined  to  suggest  that  he  must  be  the  original  of  the  pen-portrait 
found  in  Matthew  xxiii.  23. 

The  State  Qrand  Bodies,  too,  foster  these  vitiated  modem  tastes,  which  have 
within  them  the  seeds  of  disunion,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  swift  to  give  disp^nsatiaQ 
encouragement  to  demonstrations  whose  end  is  to  populariase  an  order,  the 
which  popularity  endangers ;  or  to  requests,  whose  object  is  to  render  oar 
grades  easier  of  attainment ;  thus  subordinating  the  purer  ethical  to  the  grosser 
commercial  idea.  They  go  even  further  than  this,  of  late  years,  and  frequently 
impoverish  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  placing  their  Grand  Officers  at  the 
triennial  circus,  in  such  guise  and  with  such  surroundings  as  will  make  the  State 
conspicuous,  seeming  to  care  little  how  much  the  wards  of  the  order  may  suffer 
for  the  want  of  a  portion  of  the  large  sums  of  money  thus  mis -spent.  I  do 
not  wonder  that  De  Lap,  when  he  surveys  the  gaudy  panorama  of  out-door 
Templar  endeavor,  should  exclaim,  as  he  does,  with  more  force  than  elegance : 

"I  would  hate  like  blazes  to  trust  my  wife  and  baby  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
these  veterau-iscorting  Templars.*' 

Oh!  that  the  State  Grand  Bodies  would  call  a  halt,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
a  manly  abandonment  of  the  "flesh  pots,"  and  a  return  to  the  better  ways  of 
the  fathers.  Their  templar  lives  were  lived  in  their  asylums,  and  not  in  the 
noon-tide  blaze  of  meretricious  publicity.  Their  love  for  the  order  was  not  an 
un-analyzed  sentiment,  but  a  profound  passion.  Their  "substance"  was  not 
"spent  in  riotous  living,"  and  therefore  their  charities  were  perennial. 

In  his  notice  of  Illinois,  De  Lap  takes  occasion  to  say  that  he  is  not  specially 
interested  in  the  Dean-Parvin  imbroglio.  This  is  a  genuine  surprise  to  me.  I 
was  certain  that  when  the  matter  came  to  his  knowledge,  the  usurpations  of  the 
Grand  Master  would  arouse  his  ire.  Can  it  be  that  he  who  can  so  trenchantly 
assail  the  central  anomaly  as  a  body,  fears  to  enter  the  list  against  its  individ- 
ual managers  ?  If  so  I  have  mistaken  the  man.  His  notice  of  Iowa  for  1882 
is  compressed  into  one-third  of  a  page.  I  hope  the  intellectual  effort  did  not 
cause  a  relapse  !  He  is,  in  this  brief  report,  even  more  adjectival  than  usnaL 
All  the  annual  addresses  are  "able"  and  all  the  reports  are  "pure,  eloquent  and 
exceptionally  good."  I  am  thankful  for  the  imformation  !  In  my  innocence  I 
had  thought  that  the  number  of  these  papers  on  which  such  florid  encomiums 
could  honestly  be  heaped  was  few  indeed.  To  a  plain  man  theee  indiscrimi- 
nate and  stereotyped  laudations  are  in  bad  taste,  and  are  of  no  value  to  the 
recipient.  De  Lap,  to  be  in  the  fashion,  has  been  fishing  for  gudgeons  with 
this  bait,  and  it  will  be  amusing  to  watch  the  reports  of  the  ooming  year,  and 
to  see  how  promptly  their  writers  will  all  rise  to  the  fiy — All,  except  Homor. 
De  Lap  "goes  for"  him  on  the  proxy  business,  and  sustains  Maryland.    Had  ha- 
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have  examined  the  question  more  fully,  he  would  have  seen  that  Hornor  and 
Abbot  had  the  law  on  their  side,  and  would  have  found  occasion  for  further 
condemnation  of  a  body  which  could  enact  such  law. 

We  beg  to  assure  Sir  G.  that  we  did  not  mean  what  he  supposed  we  did  by 
the  remark  that  we  were  not  specially  interested  in  the  Dean-Parvin  matter. 
The  idea  we  wished  to  oonvey  was,  that  just  at  that  time  we  did  not  care  ta 
engage  in  the  fight.  Our  whole  sympathies  have  been  all  the  time  with  Sir 
Parvin,  and  if  anybody  supposes  that  we  have  any  fears  of  or  hesitancy  about 
expressing  our  opinions  in  regard  to  any  one  or  all  of  the  High  Dignitaries  of 
the  Triennial  Show,  they  are  sadly  mistaken.  Those  identical  ducks,  together 
with  the  bacchanalian  revels  incident  to  every  Triennial  Conclave,  are  respon- 
sible for  all  the  devilment  perpetrated  by  the  concern. 

We  note  his  objections  to  our  commendations  of  reports  and  addresses  in  our 
last,  and  can  only  say  in  answer  that  we  acknowledge  the  correctness  of  Sir 
0.*s  position  on  the  subject,  but  if  he  had  felt  as  badly  as  we  did  then  and  do 
now,  he  would  pronounce  the  author  of  a  dime  novel  a  literary  prodigy.  So 
far  as  Homor's  proxy  business  being  in  accord  with  the  law  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment is  concerned, — we  can't  help  it  if  it  was — that  simple  fact  is  more 
likely  to  prove  that  it  was  wrong  in  principle  than  anything  else. 

We  leave  Sir  Guilbert  with  regret.  We  can  say,  and  truthfully,  too,  that  if 
we  could  write  as  good  a  report  as  he  has  written  in  the  Annual  before  us,  we 
would  consider  ourselves  the  peer  of  the  best  reporter  in  the  Guild. 

Sir  Abel  W.  Daugherty  is  E.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  C.  Parish, 
Grand  Recorder;  Sir  £.  A.  Guilbert,  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 


KANSAS— 1883. 


Annual  Conclave  at  Topeka,  May  8th.  Present:  R.*.  £.*.  Sam'l  R.  Peters, 
Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder,  and  a  general  attend- 
ance of  Grand  Officers,  members  and  visiting  Sir  Knights.  Nineteen  Command- 
eries  represented. 

The  Address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  short  but  well  written  and  com- 
prehensive document.  He  issued  quite  a  number  of  dispensations,  but  for 
good  cause  and  proper  puiiposes.  He  calls  particular  attention  to  the  subject 
of  the  Templar  Creed,  and  deprecates  the  admission  into  the  Order  of  anyone 
who  cannot  heartily  subscribe  to  a  firm  belief  in  the  Christian  religion  and  the 
practice  of  the  Christian  virtues.  All  of  which  we  most  heartily  endorse,  but 
regret  that  our  observation  has  shown  us  that  many  claim  to  thus  believe,  but 
their  daily  walk  and  conversation  have  nothing  in  common  with  the  purity  and 
sublime  morality  of  the  faith  they  profess.  Our  Order  is  pre-eminently  a 
Christian  if  not  religious  one,  but  nominal  Christianity  never  saved  a  soul,  and 
never  will.  The  Almighty  requires  something  besides  empty  professions  be- 
fore He  recognizes  a  man  as  a  disciple,  and  in  order  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
morality  among  Templars  it  will  be  necessary  to  pay  more  attention  to  an  ap- 
plicant's former  course  in  life  and  conduct,  and  less  to  any  confessions  of  faith 
he  may  make  in  answer  to  direct  questions  at  the  doors  of  our  Asylums.  The^ 
Order  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition  in  Kansas,  and  the  Grand  Command- 
ery  Treasury  in  a  plethoric  state. 
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Sir  Jno.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Recorder,  presented  one  of  his  usual  reports  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  the  doings  of  nearly  all  the  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  of  the  world  are  carefully  and  courteously  reviewed — Mississippi  for 
1882  receiving  due  attention,  and  this  Reporter  the  gratifying  assurance  of  his 
support  in  all  efforts  to  abate  the  nuisance  of  Templar  parades  for  buncombe. 

Sir  Henry  M.  Waters  is  G.*.  C.'.;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  C.  as  before. 


KENTUCKY— 1888. 


Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Conclave  at  Louisville,  May  18.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Thos. 
H.  Shirley,  G.*.  C.*.,  together  with  a  full  staff,  theXRepresentatives  of  22  out  of 
23  Subordinate  Commanderies  and  several  distinguished  visitors  from  abroad, 
including  Bro.  Gumey,  of  Illinois. 

The  Grand  Commander's  Address  is  a  sensible  document.  He  notes  the  fact 
— a  rare  one — "  That  since  our  last  meeting  the  angel  of  death  has  received  no 
fatal  mandate  to  strike  from  the  roll  of  existence  any  of  the  usual  attendants 
on  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Commandery;'*  that  **health  and  happiness  have 
been  the  lot  of  all;  no  bickerings,  ill-feeling  or  disaffection  exist  anywhere 
within  our  border;  all  is  contentment,  prosperity  and  peace."  A  blissful  state 
of  affairs,  truly.  He  lets  fly  several  General  Orders;  among  them  one  postpon- 
poning  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  two  days  to  avoid  con- 
tact with  a  political  gathering  which  had  been  called  for  the  stated  time  of 
meeting.  In  this  he  acted  wisely,  as  politics  and  a  pure  morality  have  nothing 
in  common.  He  touches  gently  the  matter  of  General  Order  No.  6,  which,  in 
conjunction  with  No.  3,  we  had  hoped  would  cause  that  excresence  upon  Tem- 
plary — the  Grand  Encampment — to  become  a  stench  to  the  nostrils  of  all  lib-  ' 

erty-loving  Sir  Knights  and  eventuate  in  its  abolition,  but  it  seems  that 
Ephraim  is  joined  to  his  idols  and  all  is  serene  again.  He  thinks  it  a  hardship 
that  that  august  body  should  meet  so  far  away  as  San  Francisco,  and  thus  de- 
prive a  large  proportion  of  the  f raters  of  Kentucky  of  a  chance  to  attend^ 
owing  to  the  time  and  expense  incident  to  the  trip, — while  we  consider  it  a 
great  blessing  to  them,  but  thinly  disguised.  He  recommends  the  reference  of 
the  Ritual  to  a  Committee  with  the  view  of  having  the  English  corrected,  which 
we  move  to  amend  by  directing  said  committee  to  extend  their  overhauling  to 
the  Rituals  of  all  the  other  Bodies;  and,  while  correcting  errors  in  the  gram- 
matical construction,  eliminate  the  numerous  absurdities  that  crop  out  all 
through  them.  He  thus  closes  his  Address:  *^  The  noble  tenets  of  our  Order, 
if  carriea  out,  must  make  us  all  better  and  truer  men,  and  to  him  who  has 
practiced  the  lessons  taught  is  the  happy  privilege  of  looking  back  on  a  life 
fraught  with  benefits  to  mankind,  and,  when  resting  beneath  the  shadows  of  the 
grave,  leave  behind  him  a  name  fragrant  with  the  memory  of  deeds  of  useful- 
ness done,  weighty  responsibilities  met,  and  of  duties  faithfully,  promptly  , 
discharged.**                                                                                                                                     j 

We  note  in  the  proceedings  that  our  beloved  f  rater.  Power,  being  in  the  city,  | 

was  invited  to  visit  and  was  courteously  received  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  I 

Thanks,  brethren;  you  could  not  be  kind  to  a  better  man.  Mason  or  Templar. 
We  also  note  that  the  Grand  Commander  recommended,  the  Finance  Committee 
endorsed  and  the  Grand  Commandery  increased  the  compensation  of  Chairman 
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Oommittee  on  F.  0.  to  $200.  This  was  correct,  and  we  congratulate  Sir  Wood- 
ruff on  this  substantial  recognition  of  his  sterling  worth  as  a  man  and  mutual. 
Although  we  receive  no  pecuniary  compensation  for  our  chaste  and  elegant 
contributions  to  the  Templar  literature  of  the  day,  we  are  not  mean  enough  not 
to  rejoice  at  the  good  fortune  of  our  friend,  and  are  fully  compensated  for  the 
labor  performed  by  the  consciousness  that  our  work  will  remain  as  a  monu- 
ment of  our  towering  genius  until  the  pamphlets  containing  it — are  worn  out. 

Proceedings  local.  The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  that  veteran 
mutual,  elegant  and  accomplished  gentleman  and  Sir  Knight,  Past  G.'.  C*. 
Oharles  K.  Woodruff,  in  which  the  proceedings  of  twenty-eight  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  receive  courteous  and  careful  attention — Mississippi  for  1882  among 
the  number.  He  has  this  to  say  of  Grand  Commander  French's  address  on 
that  occasion:  '^Written  in  good  taste  and  with  excellent  judgment  throughout, 
is  of  special  interest  to  Templars  generally,  on  account  of  the  following  out- 
spoken and  authoritative  expressions  of  well-grounded  and  lawful  opinion.'* 
Here  follows  Sir  French's  very  sound  and  sensible  deliverances  on  the  subject 
of  Grand  Master  Dean's  famous  Orders,  No's.  8  and  5.  We  feel  very  grateful 
to  Sir  Charles  for  his  kind  criticism  of  our  good  friend's  address,  and  his  en- 
dorsement of  the  positions  assumed  therein.  He  quotes  certain  paragraphs 
of  our  report,  and  says  some  pleasant  words  anent  this  Committee,  which  we 
duly  appreciate  and  fully  reciprocate.  We  trust  Sir  Charles  was  not  among 
the  flood  sufferers  of  the  current  year,  and  that  he  may  "live  long  and  prosper." 

Sir  Edwin  G.  Hall  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence as  before. 


LOUISIANA— 1884. 


Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  February 
15th.  Present:  R.*.  E.\  Sir  Jos.  P.  Homer,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Richard 
Lambert,  P.'.  G.\  C.*.,  Grand  Recorder,  and  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinates 
— four  in  number. 

The  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  confined  to  local  matters  mostly.  Atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  reference  of  Maryland  to  complaint  filed  against  certain 
rather  pointed  criticisms  of  Louisiana  Conclave  of  1881  in  regard  to  proxies 
voting  when  principals  were  present — by  the  Maryland  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence. The  response.  Sir  Homer  says,  is  more  than  unsatisfactory,  being 
a  deliberate  avowal  and  endorsement  of  the  offensive  language  used  by  the 
Committee,  etc.,  and  in  view  of  the  premises  he  recommends  the  suspension  of 
all  intercourse  between  the  two  Grand  Bodies,  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  formally  give  expression  to  this  action  of  Louisiana.  We  regret  to 
see  this  speck  of  war  between  those  who  are  at  heart  the  best  of  friends.  We 
are  entirely  sure  that  neither  Sir  Adreon  originally,  nor  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Maryland,  by  any  word  or  act  of  theirs,  intended  to  give  offense  to  our 
Louisiana  fraters.  Their  disclaimer  of  any  such  intention  should  have  been 
accepted  as  in  its  effect  robbing  the  language  used  by  the  committee  of  any- 
thing x>ersonally  offensive  to  the  complainants.  Maryland  certainly  has  a 
right  to  her  own  opinion  in  regard  to  the  action  had  by  Louisiana  on  the  proxy- 
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qnestion,  and  in  her  responBe  she  simply  snstains  the  views  of  her  committee, 
bnt  denies  any  intention  of  announcing  her  views  in  language  offensive  or 
hnrtfnl  to  the  feelings  of  Louisiana  Sir  Knights.  It  is  never  best  to  take  of- 
fense unless  sure  that  there  is  an  intention  to  offend.  It  don*t  look  well  for 
christians  to  go  to  war  about  t/ifles. 

We  note  that  the  Grand  Commandery  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand 
Commander,  and  Templar  intercourse  between  the  two  States  is  suspended. 

Proceedings  local.    No  report  on  Correspondence. 

Sir  A.  N.  CummingA  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  con- 
tinued. 


MARYLAND— 1883. 


Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  at  Baltimore,  November  28.  Present:  Sir  Wm. 
Augustus  Uanway,  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  most  of  the  Grand  Officers  and 
a  long  list  of  Past  Grand  Officers;  sundry  Grand  Representatives  and  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  five  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  address  is  short,  and  consists  principally  of  General  Orders  and  corres- 
pondence in  a  certain  matter  of  uniform.  It  seems  that  some  of  our  Mary- 
land f  raters  undertook  to  improve  upon  the  costume  prescribed  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  in  1862,  by  discarding  the  conventional  black  frock  coat,  and 
substituting  therefor  the  coat  of  a  naval  officer  of  high  rank,  together  with 
shoulder-knots  in  place  of  straps,  etc.,  and  this  rebellion  against  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  became  so  general  and  serious  as  to  compel  the 
Grand  Commander  to  suspend  several  officers  of  one  of  the  Commanderies. 
We  are  happy  to  state,  however,  that  the  war  is  over.  The  naval  coats  and 
straps  are  laid  aside,  and  peace  reigns.  He  makes  no  decisions.  His  dispen- 
sations are  for  sensible  purposes.    The  Order  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 

He  has  this  to  say  of  the  Triennial  at  San  Francisco  : 

"The  doings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  easily  sumrned  up — Met,  heard 
read  Grand  Master^s  Address,  elected  officers,  which  seems  the  most  important 
matter  the  G.'.  E.*.  has  to  attend  to,  adopted  Ritual  of  Malta,  after  the  matter 
had  been  in  Committee*s  hands  at  least  nine  years — ^selected  St.  Louis  as  the 
point  for  holding  next  Conclave,  and  adjourned.^* 

The  above  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  work  performed  by  that  concern  since  its 
organization.  And  yet  we  are  continually  reminded  of  the  usefulness  and 
necessity  of  this  body  to  Templary  in  these  United  States,  all  of  which  is  un- 
adulterated bosh. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  proceedings  : 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Grand  Recorder  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Krebs,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted: 

^^Whebbas,  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Louisiana  has 
been  received,  addressed  to  this  Grand  Commandery,  wherein  they  complain  of 
the  criticism  of  our  Committee  on  Correspondence  on  their  proceedings  at  their 
Annual  Conclave,  held  1881,  in  reference  to  proxy  vote,  therefore  be  it 

^^Re9olveff,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  fully  endorse  the  views  of  its  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  law  in  the  case,  and  while  they  admit  that  the  language  used 
was  somewhat  severe,  they  utterly  disclaim  both  for  themselves  and  for  their 
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Committee,  any  intention  to  wonnd  the  feeling  or  personally  insult  any  of  our 
Fraters  of  Louisiana,  whom  they  bold  in  the  most  fraternal  regard." 

This  action  had  a  contrary  effect  from  what  it  was  intended  it  should  have, 
AS  it  stirred  the  indignation  of  our  Louisiana  Fraters  to  the  prof oundest  depths. 
In  view  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  we  must  confess  that,  as  a  sedative,  the 
above  would  hardly  pass  as  a  specific. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  fertile  brain  and  ready  pen 
of  our  friend  Sir  Wm.  Tell  Adreon,  in  which  the  doings  of  thirty-one  Templar 
Grand  Bodies  are  courteously  noticed — Mississippi  for  1882  and  1883  included. 
He  quotes  largely  and  approvingly  from  both  addresses  and  proceedings;  says 
some  pleasant  words  of  this  Committee,  which  we  appreciate  most  highly.  Sir 
Adreon  possesses  a  rare  talent  of  selection,  as  by  reading  his  report  you  get  the 
quintessence  of  all  proceedings  revieved  by  him.  He  is  somewhat  sparing  of 
comments,  the  bulk  of  the  paper  being  made  up  of  extracts,  but,  as  above 
stated,  they  are  of  the  best.  He  thus  bids  adieu  to  the  lamented  Langridge  : 
'Trater,  farewell !  May  the  sunlight  of  the  resurrection  mornin  r  light  up  the 
old  familiar  face  with  the  glory  of  an  eternal  happiness."  To  which  we  re- 
spond Amen  !  with  our  whole  heart. 

Grand  Commander,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Foreign  Correspondence  same  as  be- 
fore. 


MICHIGAN— 1883. 


The  27th  Annual  Conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  May  8.  Present: 
■■■■HI^B  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jessie  E.  Saxton,  Y.*.  E.'.  Dep. 
Grand  Commander  presiding,  nearly  all  of  the  Grand  Officers,  eighteen  P.'* 
G.'.  Commanders  and  Representatives  from  thirty-two  of  the  thirty-three  Su- 
bordinate Commanderies. 

The  v.*.  E.'.  Deputy,  acting  as  Grand  Commander,  submitted  quite  a  lengthy 
but  well  written  and  interesting  address.  He  pays  fitting  tribute  to  the  virtues 
and  memory  of  the  Grand  Commander,  who,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
was  called  home  to  the  land  where  pain,  suffering,  sorrow,  sadness  and  death 
are  felt  and  feared  no  more,  and  where  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears.  To  the 
true  Templar  the  fruition  of  his  hopes  as  a  Christian  and  soldier  of  the  cross, 
an  entrance  into  the  mansions  prepared  by  our  Master  for  all  His  faithful  fol- 
lowers here,  will  amply  compensate  for  all  the  toils,  trials,  pains  and  sufferings 
incident  to  this  life.  "Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord."  Peace  to  the 
memory  of  the  Knightly  dead.  We  tender  our  sincere  condolence  with  our 
Fraters  of  Michigan  and  to  the  family  of  the  illustrious  dead  in  their  sad 
bereavement. 

The  acting  G.*.  C*.  says  :  "The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity 
in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and  the  increase  of  membership  unusually  large." 
Perhaps  this  prosperity  may  redound  to  the  good  of  Templary  there,  but  it 
may  be  that  the  boom  was  caused  by  the  approaching  Triennial,  in  which  event 
it  wonH  amount  to  much.  He  makes  some  sensible  remarks  upon  the  fallacy 
of  making  a  big  show  on  small  capital.    The  dues  for  members  are  put  at  one 
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dollar  per  annum,  and  the  fees  for  orders  at  $26.  The  legitimate  result  of  sudi 
low  rates  is  an  empty  Treasury  and  embarrassed  Gommandery.  We  know  how 
it  feels  to  be  poor,  and  the  effect  of  poverty  upon  organizations  such  as  ours^ 
It  kills  them. 

His  decisions  are  in  accord  with  law  and  common  sense.  His  dispensationsr 
ditto.  He  is  opposed  to  rotation  in  office  unless  the  officer  rotates  in  on  fitness 
for  the  position.  We  concur.  We  are  not  Odd  Fellows.  Nor  should  we  imi- 
tate their  customs  in  this  particular  at  least.  The  address,  as  a  whole,  is  a  most 
excellent  paper.    Proceedings  local. 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  our 
esteemed  friend,  Grand  Recorder  Innes.  It  covers  over  200  pages  of  closely 
printed  matter,  and  notes  the  transactions  of  thirty  Templar  Grand  Bodies — 
Mississippi  for  1882  coming  in  for  her  full  share  of  attention.  We  copy  a» 
follows  from  his  opening: 

We  regret  that  again  this  year  we  have  to  report  our  sister  New  York  hs 
absent;  why  it  is  ^thuslj"  we  know  not,  and  trust  that  our  valiant  and  mag- 
nanimous Sir  Knights  of  that  jurisdiction  will  rise  and  explain.  We  call  on 
our  good  brother  and  illustrious  Knight,  John  W.  Simons,  for  Masonic  light  on 
this,  to  us,  dark  subject.    Arise,  Sir  John,  and  explain. 

Arkansas  and  New  Hampshire  are  also  absent.  Let  us  hope  no  evil  has 
befallen  them,  and  as  there  is  ^'no  similarity  in  their  names,''  they  will  answer 
present  at  the  next  roll-call. 

Murmurings  of  discord,  your  Committee  regret  to  say,  come  up  through 
the  lines  from  some  of  our  sister  jurisdictions  (almost  an  open  rupture  with 
Kentucky.)  Your  Committee  regret  it  is  so;  we  would  much  prefer  to  report 
^^all  quiet  along  the  line,"  but  the  fact  cannot  be  hidden  from  view  that  differ- 
ences exist  between  State  Grand  Bodies  and  the  General  Grand  Encampment, 
and  we  honestly  believe  it  is  but  the  commencement  of  the  ending. 

We  regret  to  know  that  many  of  our  most  prominent  and  intelligent  Sir 
Knights  are  outspoken  in  their  doubts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  as  a  body 
possessing  any  good  to  Templar  Masonry. 

We  call  particular  attention  to  the  remarks  of  that  able  and  impartial  writer. 
Sir  Gurney,  in  his  review  of  Illinois;  he  speaks  from  what  he  thinks  good 
authority,  and  "strikes  from  the  shoulder."  The  fact  must  force  itself  upon 
every  mind  that,  except  the  Grand  Encampment  can  at  least  command  respect 
from  the  Templars  at  large,  its  days  of  usefulness  are  gone,  and  it  had  better 
**be  laid  by"  until  it  can  accomplish  the  good  its  organizers  planned  for  it. 

We  have  time  and  again  expressed  our  personal  opinion  upon  the  usefulness 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  as  a  governing  body;  not  that  we  do  not  think 
that,  with  proper  officers  and  proper  governing  powers,  it  might  be  made  use- 
ful, but  so  long  as  it  continues  to  be  a  body  without  governing  powers,  or  pos- 
sessing within  itself  means  of  disciplining  its  members,' we  must  doubt  its 
very  great  usefulness,  except  as  a  meeting  for  social  greetings  once  in  three 
years.    To  that  end  we  endorse  it;  further  than  that  we  say  not  at  present. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  imagine  what  Sir  William  means  by  "proper  governing 
powers."  He  certainly  cannot  desire  that  the  thing  shall  be  clothed  vrith  more 
arbitrary  powers  than  it  has  already  arrogated  to  itself.  It  has  already  legis- 
lated to  itself  nearly  all  the  rights  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  and 
never  hesitates  to  interfere  and  endeavor  to  control  their  purely  domestic 
concerns  with  which  it  has  no  right  to  meddle.  It  already  has  too  much 
power — any  at  all  is  too  much — and  we  shall  do  and  say  all  within  our  power 
to  divest  it  of  said  power  and  blot  it  out  of  existence  as  a  useless,  costly  and 
pernicious  excrescence  upon  the  body  of  Templar  Masonry.     Sir  William  en- 
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dorsM  it  as  a  meeting  for  social  greetings  once  in  three  years,  and  we  suggest 
to  our  brother  that  these  social  dronks  conld  be  indulged  in  at  comer  grogger- 
ies  at  less  expense  to  the  rank  and  file,  if  not  with  so  much  eeUU  to  the 
participants. 

Sir  Innes  regrets  to  hear  the  mnrmnrings  of  discord  that  come  np  through 
the  lines,  and  the  Kentucky  rebellion.  We  can't  concur.  We  delight  to  see  or 
hear  any  indications  of  rebellion  against  the  arrogant  assumptions  of  this 
pestiferous  concern.  It  never  has  done  any  good — never  will  do  any — and 
was  conceived  in  a  desire  to  provide  offices  with  high  sounding  titles  for 
men  who  feel  no  interest  in  anything  but  their  own  aggrandisement.  Its 
meetings  are  attended  with  bacchanalian  revels,  indecencies  and  immoralities, 
and  its  legislation,  besides  being  beyond  the  province  of  its  legitimate  author- 
ity, in  many  instances,  is  a  curse  to  the  Order.  May  the  good  Lord,  in  His 
work  of  regenerating  and  saving  our  fallen  race,  see  fit,  in  His  wisdom  and 
the  plenitude  of  His  power,  to  wipe  out  of  existence  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States  as  one  obstacle  to  that  end.  We  believe  m  the  purity  of 
motive  and  thought  of  our  good  brother,  but  we  cannot  endorse  the  social  or 
any  other  characteristic  of  the  Grand  Encampment  as  conducive  to  the  well- 
being  of  Templary,  a  pure  morality  or  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  God. 

R.'.  E.*.  Sir  Jesse  E.  Saxton  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and 
Foreign  Correspondence  as  before. 


MINNESOTA— 1888. 

Eighteenth  Annual  at  St.  Paul  on  June  25th.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Luther 
Z.  Rogers,  Grand  Commander;  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Recorder, 
and  the  Representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  The  address 
of  Grand  Commander  is  an  interesting  document,  containing  a  detailed  account 
of  his  stewardship,  and  some  very  pertinent  and  sensible  reflections  upon  the 
character  and  usefulness  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  He  pays  feeling  tribute 
to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  P.*.  G.*.  C*.  Geo.  L.  Otis,  who  had  passed  away 
during  the  year.    We  clip  the  following  from  his  decisions: 

October  10th,  E.'.  Sir  Knight  C.  H.  Benton,  E/.  C*.  of  Darius  Commandery, 
No.  7,  handed  me  the  following  question,  and  asked  for  a  written  answer: 

"A  petition  for  the  orders  of  K.*.  T/.  is  rejected:  can  he  ever  petition  any 
other  Commandery  for  the  orders,  or  has  the  Commandery  who  first  received 
his  petition  exclusive  jurisdiction  on  all  his  future  applications  of  the  kind  V^ 

Answer.  Yes,  he  can,  he  may  move  out  of  the  State  or  territory.  But  I  in- 
ferred from  your  communication,  at  the  same  time,  you  desired  to  have  the 
answer  apply  to  a  case  where  two  Commanderies  have  concurrent  jurisdiction. 

If  so  my  answer  would  be:  The  petitioner  elects  to  go  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Commandery  to  which  he  applies,  that  Commandery  rejecting  his  appli- 
cation, refuses  to  take  jurisdiction  over  him.  Then  the  applicant  must  wait 
the  longest  time  required  by  the  by-laws  of  either  Commandery  (if  they  differ 
in  length  of  time)  before  he  can  apply  to  either  Commandery,  otherwise  there 
could  not  be  concurrent  jurisdiction  during  the  difference  of  time  required  by 
the  separate  by-laws. 

You  will  see  I  differ  from  the  decision  made  in  the  Grand  Encampment. 

A  rejected  companion  has  no  Templar  rights.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand 
or  Subordinate  Commandery  extends  only  to  the  State  (or  territorial)  limits. 

There  is  a  something  about  this  deliverance  that  strikes  us  as  unique,  partic- 
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nlarly  the  second  clause.  It  is  news  to  ns  that  a  Gommandery,  by  lejeotiag  a 
candidate,  refuses  to  take  jurisdiction  over  him.  His  remark  that  he  difPeta,  in 
the  decision,  from  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  sounds  refreshinif  in 
the  light  of  the  following  promulgation  in  regard  to  another  matter: 

I  mention  this,  as  I  difiFer  from  the  former  actions  of  our  Grand  Comman- 
ders, and  that  Subordinate  Gommanderies  may  see  that  while  the  Grand  Com- 
mander can  do  some  things,  he  cannot  perform  acts  forbidden  by  the  Grand 
Encampment,  even  though  they  may  desire  it. 

His  visitations  convinced  him  that  the  year  had  been  one  of  great  prosperity 
in  the  C  rder,  and  that  the  new  material  taken  in  had  been  of  the  best.  Per- 
haps. 

Of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  San  Francisco,  he  says:  ^'A  chaotic  subject. 
Opinions  differ  thereon.  Anything  that  is  too  big  is  of  no  use."  And  much 
more  in  the  same  sensible  strain.  We  note  in  the  proceedings  that  the  Grand 
Commandery  refused  to  approve  the  decision  quoted  above. 

Sir  Knight  Pierson  presented  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which 
he  prepared  while  in  ill  health.  We  trust  that  long  ere  this  he  has  regained 
perfect  health.  The  report,  like  its  predecessors,  is  a  good  one — briefly  review- 
ing the  doings  of  thirty  Templar  Grand  Bodies — Mississippi  for  1883  in- 
cluded. 

Sir  Wm.  G.  Bronson  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Beoorder  and  F. 
C.  same  as  before. 


NEW    JEBSEY— 1883. 


Twenty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  at  Trenton,  September  11.  Present:  B.'.  £.*. 
Sir  Geo.  G.  Felton,  Grand  Commander;  most  of  the  Grand  Officers,  a  long  list 
of  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Grand  Bepresentatives,  and  delegates  from  all  the 
Subordinate  Gommanderies,  save  one.    The  Grand  Commander  says: 

We  should  api>ear  before  the  Throne  of  Grace  penitent  for  our  wrong  doing 
in  thought,  word  and  deed,  seeking  by  a  more  consistent  life  in  the  future  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  our  Supreme  Grand  Master.  Thanksgiving  and  song 
should  be  rendered  with  loud  acclaim  to  the  great  I  Am  for  his  tender  mercies 
toward  uh  during  the  past  year.  Especially  have  we  been  the  recipients  of  his 
mercy,  in  that  our  ranks  remain  almost  unbroken — only  one  member  of  this 
Grand  Body  having  passed  away — also  that  peace  and  harmony  have  universally 
prevailed. 

Surely  our  f raters  of  New  Jersey  have  much  to  be  thankful  for.  He  com- 
plains that  ^some  Commandery  in  Pennsylvania  crossed  to  New  Jersey  without 
first  giving  the  usual  intimation  that  such  was  their  desire,  thereby  ignoring 
the  law  of  courtesy,  almost  universal  in  its  practice,  if  unwritten,  in  the  observ- 
ance of  which  I  am  proud  to  say  New  Jersey  ha^  always  been  among  the  fore- 
most." This,  to  us,  has  the  ring  of  nonsensical  nonsense.  It  may  be  an  almost 
universal  custom,  but  it  ^is  one  that  savors  strongly  of  the  vagaries  of  the 
Knight  of  La  Manche  that  it  should  be  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the 
observance.  There  are  a  great  many  humbugs  in  the  world,  and  Masonry  of 
all  sorts  is  not  free  from  them. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo  and  the  Grand  Captain 
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Oeneral  each  Bnbmitted  a  written  report  of  hie  official  acts — Tiaite — during  the 
year.  All  united  in  saying  thatthe  year  had  been  one  of  exceptional  prosperity 
to  the  Older  in  that  jurisdiction.  Proceedings  contain  nothing  of  general  in- 
terest 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Gteo.  B.  Eiwards,  and  is  a  very  good 
one.  We  make  this  remark  simply  beoanse  it  is  true,  and  not  as  a  bait  to  catch 
A'giidgeon,  as  Sir  Gnilbert,  of  Iowa,  accuses  as  of  doing  in  many  instanous  in  a 
former  report.  Our  New  Jersey  f rater  in  his  comments  on  our  report  for  1882, 
says  some  hard  things  in  regard  to  our  English — that  it  is  unfit  for  ears  polite, 
that  our  language  is  intemperate  upon  certain  themes  and  such  as  does  not 
pass  current  in  society  or  Templarism,  etc.,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
exceedingly  unkind,  not  to  say  untruthful  criticisms  of  our  work,  we  can  and 
do  award  him  the  praise  of  being  a  ready  writer.  He  reviews  the  transactions 
of  thirty-one  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  Mississippi  for  1882  and  1883  among  the 
number.  He  copies  sparingly  and  without  criticism  from  the  addresses  of  Sirs 
French  and  Meade,  reserving  his  entire  ammunition  with  which  to  annihilate 
the  subscriber,  which  he  proceeds  to  do  in  the  following  language: 

The  Sir  Knight  presents  two  prominent  features — opposition  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  the  enforcement  of  total  abstinence — couched  in  language 
inadmissible  into  polite  society.  To  one  who  can  see  nothing  in  the  former 
than  an  opportonity  to  get  on  a  ^big  drunk,*  encourage  licentiousness,  intem- 
perance and  other  evils,  and  when  his  statements  are  challenged  by  a  Templar 
of  repute,  charge  upon  him  that  he  must  have  become  blind  drunk  before  any 
of  the  balance  had  time  to  get  their  legs  tangled — it  is  useless  to  unfold  the 
subject,  as  it  would  be  undignified  to  copy  some  of  his  remarks.** 

We  regret  extremely  that  our  inelegance  of  diction  has  deprived  the  Templar 
world  of  the  light  and  wisdom  that  would  have  resulted  had  this  finicky,  Gar- 
pet-Knight,  unfolded  'Hhe  subject  under  discussion.**  To  his  charge  that  our 
reports,  any  one  of  them,  contain  language  inadmissible  into  aennble  polite 
society,  we  enter  an  emphatic  denial.  Of  course  there  are  people  who  have 
more  culture  than  brains,  and  more  style  than  common  sense,  who  are  shocked 
by  reference  to  the  most  common  domestic  animals  of  the  male  gender,  and 
who  would  go  into  convulsions  if  the  22d  chapter  of  the  book  of  Numbers 
was  read  in  their  hearing.  Perhaps  Sir  Edwards  belongs  to  this  style  of  Polite 
Society  ;  but  we  have  always  supposed  that  Templars  were  men  of  sense,  pure- 
minded,  and  not  given  to  putting  vulgar  constructions  upon  words  as  old  and  as 
proper  in  their  places  as  any  in  the  language.  In  our  limited  experience,  we 
have  found  but  few  who  had  the  temerity  and  disregard  of  palpable  facts  to 
deny  that  the  Triennial  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  were  charac- 
terized by  scenes  of  debauchery  and  licentiousness,  and  we  have  no  recollection 
of  any  Templar  of  repute  ^^having  challenged  the  assertion.**  If  he  did  he  was 
wilfully  blind,  or  discreet  at  the  expense  of  truth.    Again  we  quote  : 

*'If  the  Sir  Knight*s  cravings  are  such  that  nothing  but  the  most  stringent 
oaths  in  a  temperance  organization  will  prevent  him  from  going  to  perdition, 
he  is  right  to  embrace  them,  but  he  has  no  right  to  compel  them  upon  others 
who  have  no  such  proclivities,  nor  upon  an  order  to  the  principles  of  which 
they  are  foreign.** 

To  this  we  beg  to  respond  that  we  never  took  a  drink  of  spirituous  or  malt 
liquor,  wine  or  hard  cider,  in  our  life,  hence  can  struggle  along  without  any 
oaths  or  temperance  societies.    If  total  abstinence  from  what  transforms  man 


Digitized  by  VjiOOQIC 


60  FRATERNAL  00RBK8P0NDBN0K. 

into  a  brute  beast,  deeolatee  thousands  of  homes,  rains  millions  of  men  an- 
nnally,  both  temporallj  and  spiritnally,  crowds  oar  cemeteries  with  dnmkards* 
graves,  and  sends  thousands  of  souls  to  hell  everj  year,  is  foreign  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  an  Order  founded  upon  the  Christian  Religion  and  the  practice  of 
the  Ghristian  yirtues,  then  we  have  been  entirely  misled  as  to  its  character.  If 
the  Order  is  what  Edwards  claims  it  to  be,  we  shall  heartily  rejoice  in  its 
speedy  and  complete  dissolution.  Again  we  copy  :  *^Nor  has  he  a  right  to- 
malign  an  order  of  which  he  is  an  infinitessimal  part.*'  We  do  not  malign 
what  we  revere,  and  we  Co  revere  the  Order,  pure  and  simple,  of  Knights  Tem- 
plar, believing  it  capable  of  accomplishing  much  good.  Our  reverence  for  the 
institution,  however,  does  not  extend  to  all  of  its  members.  Kor  shall  we  hesi- 
tate in  the  future  as  in  the  past  to  condemn  in  the  plainest  English  the  conduct 
of  those  whose  character  and  acta  are  a  disgrace  to  it.  And  yet  again  we 
quote : 

^It  is  not  intended  to  open  a  discussion,  because  the  language  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Knight  is  intemperate  upon  these  themes,  and  such  as  does  not  pass  cur- 
rent, either  in  society  or  Templarism,  and  against  the  evil  of  which  this  protest 
is  made  in  the  most  friendly  and  Knightly  spirit,  but  in  great  earnestness.'' 

The  protest  is  received  and  filed  and  exceptions  taken  to  the  estimate  of  the 
character  of  our  language,  and  also  to  the  Knightly  and  friendly  spirit  thereof. 
Judas  betrayed  his  Master  with  a  kiss,  and  his  friendly  feelings  towards  the 
'*8on  of  Man"  were  very  similar  to  those  which  actuated  Sir  Edwards  towards 
us  while  writing  his  protest.  We  would  like  to  devote  more  space  to  Sir  Ed- 
wards, but  we  think  he  will  get  along  with  what  we  have  given  him.  We  pro- 
test against  his  reading  our  report  in  the  polite  circles  in  which  he  moves,  as 
we  should  much  dislike  to>hock  the  tender  sensibilities  of  so  extremely  modest 
a  people. 

Edwait  Clift  is  R.'.  E.*.  Grand  Ck>mmander  ;  Grand  Recorder  continued. 


NORTH    CAROLINA— 1883. 


Third  Annual  Conclave  at  Charlotte,  October  9.  Present:  E.  H.  Munson, 
Grand  Commander;  Sir  James  C.  Munds,  Grand  Recorder,  and  Representa- 
tives from  all  (5)  the  chartered  Subordinate  Commanderies.  Grand  Master 
Withers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  was  also  present. 

The  address  is  a  good  one.  The  following,  however,  strikes  us  as  a  little 
queer: 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  perfectly  lawful  and  proper  for  a  Com- 
mandery  to  bury  one  of  its  deceased  members,  even  if  dismembered  for  non- 
payment of  dues  in  either  Lodge  or  Chapter. 

Now,  if  the  R.*.  E.*.  means  by  dismembered,  the  taking  off,  by  either  of  those 
bodies,  of  the  head,  arms,  legs  or  any  other  of  the  members  of  his  physical 
body,  as  a  punishment  for  non-payment,  then,  and  in  that  case,  his  belief  is 
correct;  but  if  he  does  not  refer  to  physical  dissection,  but  to  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter membership,  then  his  belief  is  heterodox,  untenable  and  not  sound  in  law. 

Touching  the  dogma  of  the  Trinity  and  the  position  of  North  Carolina  on 
the  subject,  he  has  this  to  say : 

North  Carolina,  in  common  with  other  States,  has  been  called  upon  to  define* 
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her  position  upon  the  dogma  of  the  Trinity.  We  did  not  sQppoBe  that  any 
Templar  doubted  that  the  Trinity  was  an  essential  doctrine  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  we  supposed  all  Templars  professed  faith  in  that.  When  we 
think  of  the  sublime  fortitude  with  which  the  Man  of  Sorrows  bore  the  relent- 
less persecutions  of  his  ^enemies,  tand  at  the  last,  eudm'ed  the  most  exquisite 
^ufPering,  not  for  himself,  but  in  our  behalf,  the  proioundest  depths  of  our 
nature  are  stirred,  and  we  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  us  by  saying  from 
the  innermost  recesses  of  our  hearts:  ^I  believe  in  CKxl  the  Father,  Qod  the 
Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  persons  in  one  God,  the  same  in  substance, 
equal  in  power  and  glory."  I  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  First  cause,  and  the  last  end,  the  author  and  finisher  of 
all  things  in  creation,  providence,  and  redemption,  the  source  of  existence,  of 
life,  of  holiness,  and  of  felicity,  who  is,  and  was,  and  is  to  come,  as  one  with 
the  eternal  Father,  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  all  worlds,  by,  and  for  whom,  all 
things  were  made,  and  without  whom  they  could  not  exist.  Upon  such  a  foun- 
dation I  am  willing  to  stand  or  fall. 

A  confession  of  faith  that  does  honor  to  his  head  and  heart  as  a  Christian, 
a  gentleman  and  a  soldier  of  the  cross  of  Christ.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  James  Southgate  submitted  a  short  but  good  report  on  Fraternal  Corres- 
pondence, in  which  the  transactions  of  thirty -two  Grand  Bodies  are  reviewed 
— Mississippi  for  1883  among  the  number.     In  his  opening,  he  says: 

We  enter  upon  the  preparation  of  this  report  with  many  misgivings,  the 
chief  of  which  is:  that  for  the  past  two  months  we  have  been  confined  in  the 
hospital  under  care  of  physicians,  and  in  great  feebleness  we  undertake  a  task 
of  no  small  proportions  and  which  may  prove  more  than  a  match  for  us;  but, 
as  the  Grand  Recorder  has  kindly  given  thirty  days  in  which  to  work,  we  may, 
by  taking  it  in  broken  doses,  come  to  time. 

We  heartily  sympathize  with  our  brother,  and  sincerely  hope  that  ere  this  his 
health  has  been  fully  restored,  and  that  he  may  long  be  spared  to  adorn  the 
social  and  Templar  circles  of  the  old  North  State. 

We  note  that  Sir  James  is  rather  sparing  of  his  comments,  his  report  being 
made  up  almost  entirely  of  ^^ciippiugs  from  exchanges."  Some  of  the  Guild 
seem  to  think  this  plan  fills  the  measure  of  their  duty  as  reporters,  but  we  are 
not  of  that  number.  An  irresistable  impulse  compels  us  to  condemn  what  we 
donH  think  is  right,  and  to  commend  wh<tt  strikes  us  as  the  proper  thing. 

Sir  Eugene  Gsissom  is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Sir  Jas.  C.  Munds,  Grand 
Recorder. 


NEW    YORK— 1882. 


Seventieth  Annual  at  Binghamton,  October  2d.  Present:  Sir  John  S.  Bart- 
lett,  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander,  a  full  staff,  a  large  number  of  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Past  E.\  Grand  Commanders,  Grand  Representatives  and  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  fifty-one  Subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  Address  is  an  admirable  paper.  Under  the  head  of  Dispensations  we 
find  the  following,  which  we  commend  to  the  careful  consideration  of  all  lovers 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  aM  believers  in  its  necessity,  utility  or  anything  else 
that  is  good: 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  been  asked  for,  and  have  cheerfully  granted,  forty- 
six  dispensations  for  conferring  the  Orders  in  less  than  four  weeks  from  the 
date  of  application.    In  common  with  most,  if  not  all  of  you,  I  am  clearly  of 
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opinion  that  the  statute  of  the  Grand  Encampment  which  regulates  the  domes' 
tic  affairs  of  onr  Subordinates  is  not  only  a  violation  of  its  own  Gonstitntiont 
bnt  additionally  a  most  unwise  act  of  legislation.  First,  because  it  never  can 
be  well  to  enact  laws  not  in  accord  with  public  opinion  and  which  interfere 
with  actual  or  presumed  rights;  but  even  worse,  because,  in  the  second  place,  a 
law  which  can  be  set  aside  at  the  will  of  one  man  is  equal  to  no  law  at  all  and 
brings  all  law  and  all  ideas  of  just  government  into  danger.  Either  it  is  right 
to  require  one  month  between  petition  and  initiation,  or  is  not,  and  the  setile- 
ment  of  that  question  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Grand  Gommanderies,  which  are 
best  able  to  judge  of  the  needs  of  their  Subordinates.  Bnt  it  can  never  be  either 
right  or  expedient  to  make  a  law  that  shall  apply  equally  to  the  Gommanderies 
located  in  sparsely-settled  districts  and  those  stationed  among  our  more  dense 
populations. 

There  seems  to  be  but  an  obscure  hope  of  change  by  the  National  Body,  at 
least  while  the  present  system  of  making  its  Gonclaves  the  centre  of  every  pos- 
sible attraction  outside  of  the  legislation  for  which  its  meetings  are  supposed 
to  be  called.  The  remedy,  as  things  now  stand,  would  seem  to  be  one  suggested,, 
if  I  mistake  not,  by  one  of  my  predecessors,  that,  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
his  installation,  the  Grand  Commander  should  issue  a  general  order  granting 
permission  to  all  Gommanderies  in  this  Jurisdiction  to  confer  Orders  on  duly 
accepted  candidates,  if  so  desired,  at  the  expiration  of  two  weeks  from  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a  petition  and  its  reference  to  a  committee.     * 

From  his  decisions  we  quote  the  last,  as  being,  in  our  judgment,  wrong  in 
princtple,  if  sound  in  law,  which  we  doubt: 

Two  Companions*  petitions  are  rejected.  The  reason  for  such  rejection  be- 
coming known,  has  been  removed.  It  is  now  desired  that  yon  grant  us  a  dis- 
pensation to  elect  the  said  petitioners  and  ccnfer  the  Orders  at  once. 

Decided,  that  while  the  Grand  Commander  may  lawfully  shorten  the  time 
between  petition  and  ballot,  and  may  grant  authority  to  confer  the  degrees  at 
once,  he  can  do  nothing  to  remove  the  effect  of  a  rejection  until  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  time  fixed  in  the  Statutes,  when  the  Gommandery  itself  has  taken 
the  necessary  steps,  namely,  a  new  petition,  committee,  report  and  favorable 
baUot. 

Referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Encampment  did  nothing  useful,  as 
usual,  at  its  last  Conclave,  he  says: 

As  constant  dripping  wears  away  the  stone,  so  constant  endeavor  on  our  part 
may  bring  about  such  legislation  as  we  desire.  Till  then  we  must  remain  the 
"children  of  Hope." 

Your  childhood  in  this  matter  will  undoubtedly  be  the  longest  on  record. 

Proceedings  local.    Order  in  a  healthy  state. 

Sir  Jno.  W.  Simons  presented  the  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  which,, 
it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  observe,  was  a  good  one.  They  usually  are  good- 
He  is  about  as  cranky  on  the  glories  and  enjoyments  of  the  Triennial  as  ever. 
Nothing  but  a  club  will  ever  convince  our  venerable  friend  that  the  Grand  En- 
campment is  not  the  greatest  and  most  beneficent  of  all  earthly  institutions. 
He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  predict  that  it  will  do  something  useful  at  St.  Louis 
in  1886 — if  Jortxd  to  do  so.  He  devotes  thirteen  lines  to  Mississippi  for  1888» 
for  which  we  feel  duly  grateful,  also  for  his  kind  wishes  in  regard  to  us. 

Sir  Ghas.  Aikens  is  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  and  F.  G. 
oontinued. 


OHIO— 1888. 
A  ponderous  volume  of  over  three  hundred  pages,  oontaining  the  prooeedings 
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- 1  of  the  Forty-firot  Annnal  Conclave,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  SandoBky, 

October  10.    Present:    R/.  E/.  H.  H.  Tatam,  G.'.  O/.;  Sir  Jas.  Nesbitt,  Grand 
•-'  Recorder,  and  a  large  delegation. 

'^.  The  address  of  G.*.  C*.  Tatam  is  an  exceptionally  able  paper.    In  it  he 

„  gives  a  fall  and  particalar  accoont  of  his  official  acts  daring  the  year  in  elegant 

k:  style  and  diction.    He  reports  anparalled  prosperity  in  the  Order  throaghoat 

^~  the  State.    Among  his  decisions  we  note:   that  a  Gommandery  can  revoke  a 

- '  dimit  after  granting  it.    His  reasons  for  so  deciding  are  very  convincing,  and 

^.  are  given  in  fall.    The  case  is,  briefly,  as  follows:    A  Commandery  dimitted  a 

T  member  who  was  at  the  time,  and  still  is,  ander  criminal  indictment  for  a 

grave  offense,  and  who  fled  the  ooantry  to  avoid  prosecation  and  still  is  a  f agi- 

'j.  tive  from  jastice.    We  infer  from  the  lights  before  as  that  the  members  of  the 

Gommandery  were  cognizant  of  all  these  facts  when  the  dimit  was  granted, 

and  sach  being  the  case,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  lien  of  aathorizing  them 

\,'  to  do  what  we  think  they  coald  not  do  legally  or  with  any  practical  resalts,  he 

shoald  have  saspeaded  their  charter  for  a  gross  imposition  apon  the  Order. 

r  Of  coarse  if  the  Gommandery  did  not  know  these  things,  it  was  competent  for 

•  them  to  correct  the  wrong  done  by  a  revocation  of  the  dimit;    if   they  did 

know,  and  acted  with  a  fall  knowledge  of  the  facts,  then  the  Grand  Commander 

shoald  have  taken  away  their  right  to  famish  first-class  credentials  to  criminals 

with  which  to  impose  apon  the  Order  elsewhere,  and  revoked  the  dimit  himself. 

As  the  Law  Committee  and  the  Grand  Commandery  ananimoasly  and  '^nqaal- 

ifiedly  approved  the  decision,  the  argaments  on  principle,  and  the  aathorities 

sastaining  the  same,  as  to  the  power  of  a  Commandery  to  revoke,  for  caase,  a 

s  dimit,"  *  *  we  mast,  perforce,  presame  that  the  Gommandery  acted  withoat  a 

knowledge  of  the  facts.    Wo  contend  that  no  sensible  law  will  allow  a  Com- 

'  mandery  to  revoke  a  dimit  for  caases  known  to  it  when  the  dimit  was  granted. 

We  woald  like  to  copy,  entire,  that  part  of  the  address  relating  to  this  matter, 

bat  time  and  space  forbid.    We  find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general 

interest. 

Past  Grand  Commander  £.  T.  Carson  submitted  a  characteristically  good  re- 
E  port  on  Foreign  Commnnioations,  (he  calls  them  Foreign  Commnnications  be- 

caase  it  is  so  written  in  the  Statates  of  Ohio)  in  which  he^reviews  the  transactions 
of  thirty-three  Templar(Grand  Bodies  in  his  asaal  clear,  fall,  explicit  and  forcible 
style.  Mississippi  for  1883  receives  coarteoas  and  fraternal  notice.  Referring 
to  as  he  says:  *^We  are  glad  to  not^  that  Sir  DeLap  and  as  have  agreed  apon 
one  thing  at  last."  This  in  regard  to  his  condemnation  of  the  baby  episod  e 
at  Holly  Springs.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  assure  Sir  Carson  that  there  are 
many  other  things  in  which  we  agree  with  him  most  heartily,  and  among  them 
his  position  in  regard  to  the  Trinitarian  question.  As  we  grow  older  and 
approach  nearer  to  the  entrance  of  the  "Dark  Valley,"  we  feel — we  trust — 
more  of  the  spirit  of  the  Divine  Master  which  is  the  opposite  of  strife  and  the 
essence  of  charity  and  brotherly  love.  We  have  no  quarrel  with  Sir  Carson, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  esteem  him  for  his  learning  and  intelligence.  We 
also  admire  his  outspoken  plainness  and  the  tenacity  and  ability  with  which 
he  promulgates  his  convictions  and  defends  his  positions.  He  has  many  good 
things  to  say  in  the  report  under  consideration  which  we  would  be  glad  to  copy, 
but  poverty  forbids. 
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Sir  Alex.  F.  Vanoe  is  R.*.  £.*.  Grand  Commander;  Orand  Recorder  and  For- 
•eign  Correspondence  continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1883. 


Thirtieth  Annual  at  Lancaster,  May  29.  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Sir  Frank  Brene- 
man,  Grand  Commander,  a  full  staif ,  delegates  from  most  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  and  sundry  P.*.  G.*.  CJommanders  and  Grand  Representativae. 

The  Address  is  short,  but  comprehensive.  The  question  of  jurisdiction  seems 
to  be  a  vexed  one,  and  to  it  he  invites  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Grand 
Commandery.  He  suggests  ^'Ascension  Day"  as  a  more  appropriate  one  for 
oelebration  by  Templars  than  "Good  Friday."  "  One  man  esteemeth  one  day 
above  another;  another  esteemeth  every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be  per- 
suaded in  his  own  mind." — Saint  PauL  It  occurs  to  us  tha*  if  the  service  and 
worship  of  the  Divine  Master  was  the  primary  object  of  their  desires,  the  Sab- 
bath itself  and  plain  citizen^s  dress,  would  be  the  most  appropriate.  The  Com- 
mandery could  go  in  a  body  as  well  as  though  decked  out  in  Fuss,  Feathers  and 
Swords.  To  be  sure,  there  would  be  less  style  about  it,  but  there  would  be  more 
devotion,  more  of  the  spirit  that  should  actuate  and  pervade  the  hearts  of  wor- 
shipers. Nor  do  we  consider  it  in  consonance  with  the  sacredness  and 
solemnity  of  the  "House  of  God"  to  turn  it  into  a  stage  for  the  exhibition  of 
the  showy  uniform  of  Knights  Templar.  No  sane  man  will,  for  a  moment, 
contend  that  these  public  attendances  upon  divine  service,  in  uniform,  are  the 
result  of  a  desire  to  honor  God.  If  the  Almighty  is  considered  at  all  in  the 
matter,  it  is  only  incidentally,  the  principal  and  only  desire  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  participants  being  to  make  a  display  of  themselves  and  their  fine  clothes. 
Proceedings  local. 

No  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  We  note,  also,  that  our  friend  Har- 
per is  left  off  of  the  new  Committee,  which  is  not  at  all  creditable  to  the  Grand 
Commander,  for,  as  a  reporter.  Sir  Sam*l  is  hard  to  match.  Chas.  W.  Batchelor 
is  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Commander;  Grand  Recorder  re-elected. 


TENNESSE  E— 1 8  8  8. 


Twenty -first  Annual  Conclave  at  Lebanon,  May  1.  Present:  William  D.  Robin- 
son, Orand  Commander;  nearly  a  full  staff,  many  Past  Grand  Officers  and  Past  £.*. 
C.*.*8  and  the  Representatives  of  eleven  Subordinate  Commanderiee.  Previous 
to  opening,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  escorted  to  the  Cumberland  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  where  an  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Sir  A.  B.  Martin, 
of  Baldwyn  Commandery.  In  his  response  the  R.*.  E.'.  Grand  Commander 
used  the  following  chastely  beautiful  and  expressive  language:  "  Let  us  pray 
and  trust  that  from  this  Lebanon  and  from  under  the  sheltering  rook  of  Bald- 
wyn Commandery  shall  flow  out  rills  of  charity  and  Christianity,  which  shall,  in 
their  course,  become  rivers,  and  teach  the  dwellers  upon  their  banks  the  pleas- 
ures of  well-spent  lives  in  this  world,  and  the  way  to  blessedness  in  the  world  to 
<come.*'    To  which,  if  in  order,  we  would  say,  Amen  I 

The  Address  is  a  well-written  and  comprehensive  document,  but  is  oonfitfed 
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entirely  to  local  matters.  Sir  Jas.  D.  Richardson  read  Grand  Recorder  Mor- 
ton B.  HowelFs  report,  that  Eminent  Sir  Knight  being  too  ill  to  attend  Grand 
Conclave.  He  has  our  sincere  sympathy  with  the  hope  that  he  is  now  in  per- 
fect health. 

Proceedings  local.  Order  in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  The  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  hands  of  Sir  Morton  B.  Howell, 
and  although  somewhat  curtailed,  in  consequence  of  a  weak  treasury,  is  still  an 
excellent  paper.  Sir  Morton  pays  his  respects  to  most  of  the  Templar  Grand 
Bodies  of  the  world,  in  his  [usual  courteous  style.  We  note,  en  pasaantj  that  he 
is  sound  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  How  a  man  can  claim  to  be  a  firm 
believer  in  the  Christian  religion  and  deny  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  the  unity 
of  the  God-Head  we  can*t  see;  and  what  business  a  man  who  is  not  a  firm  be- 
liever in  these  fundamentals  of  Christianity  has  in  the  Order,  we  are  equally 
unable  to  discover. 

Sir  Wm.  Piatt  Robertson  is  Grand  Commander;  Grand  R#*corder  and  F.*.  C/. 
as  usual. 


VIRGINIA— 1883. 


Sixty-first  Annual  Conclave  at  Danville,  October  10,  Present:  R.*.  E.*.  Pey- 
ton S.  Coles,  G.*.  0.'.,  all  the  Grand  Officers  except  Junior  Grand  Warden,  and 
the  Representatives  of  fifteen  Subordinate  Commanderies;  also  Grand  Master 
R.  E.  Withers,  who  was  received  with  the  honors  due  his  exalted  position.  ^ 

The  address  of  Grand  Commander  is  an  exceptionally  able  and  interesting 
paper.    In  his  opening  he  lets  fall  these  words  of  cheer  and  wisdom: 

*^We  are  now  entering  on  the  second  year  of  our  seventh  decade  of  existence 
as  a  Grand  Commandery .  I  cherish  the  hope  that  as  we  have  grown  in  age,  so 
may  we  have  grown  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God  and  of  His 
Son.  Let  us  reverently  and  earnestly  pray  that  He  will  direct  us  in  all  our 
doings  with  His  most  gracious  favor,  that  he  will  further  us  with  his  continual 
help,  that  in  all  our  works,  begun,  continued  and  ended  in  Him,  we  may  glorify 
His  holy  name,  and  be  permitted  finally  to  partake  of  the  comforting  glories 
of  His  everlasting  Kingdom." 

Being  a  Methodist  by  birth,  inclination  and  creed,  we  have  no  hesitation  in 
8aying,-Amen,  right  out  in  meeting,  to  the  above. 

He  reports  peace  and  harmony  as  prevailing.  He  thus  refers  to  the  courteous 
dead:  *^I  have  to  announce  to  you — which  I  do  with  bowed  head  and  bleeding 
heart — the  death  of  our  much  beloved  frater,  Oscar  M.  Marshall,  Grand  Treas- 
urer. *  *  *  We  will  all  miss  his  universally  bright  and  genial  countenance 
at  our  annual  assemblies."  We  tender  our  sincere]  sympathy  to  the  family  of 
Sir  Marshall  and  our  fraters  of  Virginia  in  their  great  loss. 

The  R.'.  E.'.  attended  the  Triennial  Show  at  San  Francisco.  He  reports  that 
owing  to  the  negligence  of  Grand  Recorder  Parvin,  he  was  unable  to  secure  action 
by  the  G.*.  E.'.  upon  the  repeal  of  a  certain  objectionable— to  Virginia— chapter 
in  the  code  of  statutus  of  that  body.  We  are  fully  satisfied  that  if  its  repeal  would 
have  been  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  State  Commanderies  and  their  Subor- 
dinates, (that  august  humbug  would  have  retained  it  if  Sir  Parvin  had  done 
his  whole  duty  two  or  three  times  over.      From  what  we  know  of  the  Grand 
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Recorder  we  do  not  believe  he  would  wilfully  neglect  his  dnty  withont  the  most 
cogent  reasons.  The  fact  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  a  lively  little  scrimmage 
with  the  late  Grand  Master,  during  the  three  years  of  his  administration,  and 
with  right,  justice  and  common  sense  and  every  thing  else  on  his  side,  largely 
atones  for  any  real  or  apparent  neglect  of  duty  on  his  part 

We  rejoice  with  our  fraters  of  Virginia  npon  the  elevation  of  a  Sir  Knight 
of  the  Old  Dominion  to  the  head  of  the  Order,  and  shall  not  fear  any  unwar- 
rantable assumptions  of  power,  nor  the  snubbing  or  beheading  of  anybody  who 
may  happen  to  hold  opinions  contrary  to  his  own. 

Proceedings  mostly  local.  We  clip  the  following  as  showing  the  confidence 
of  this  Grand  Body  in  its  Committee  on  F.  C. : 

Resolved^  that  this  Grand  Commandery  accept  and  endorse  the  sentiments  of 
the  report  on  F.  C,  and  order  that  the  said  report  be  published  in  appendix  to 
these  proceedings." 

This  makes  the  Grand  Commandery  responsible  for  all  the  fulminations  and 
heresies  of  its  committee,  which  it  is  perfectly  safe  in  assuming  so  long  as  Sir 
Scott  is  at  its  head. 

Sir  Jas.  A.  Scott  presented  one  of  his  admirable  reports  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, covering  over  one  hundred  pages,  and  reviewing  the  proceedings  of 
thirty-two  Grand  Commanderies  and  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada — Mississippi 
for  1883  among  the  number.     We  clip  the  following  from  his  opening: 

Notwithstanding  the  quasi  pledge  that  we  would  answer  to  our  names  at  this 
Grand  Assembly,  we  (the  Chairman)  had  almost'determined  to  disregard  it  and 
remain  silent  for  another  year.  The  pledge  was  rashly  made,  but  we  concluded 
after  a  long  struggle  with  our  conscience,  in  the  language  of  a  colleague  with 
whom  we  served  in  our  city  council — Not  to  "retrograde  backward." 

A  wise  conclusion,  surely.  Sir  Scoti,  since  his  retirement,  seems  to  have 
grown  somewhat  diffident  and  claims  to  be  fearful  of  re-entering  the  lists  with 
the  balance  of  the  Mutuals  and  begs  the  Guild  to  deal  gently  with  him.  This 
is  all  bosh,  unless  knowing  the  tide  of  indignation  at  Grand  Master  Dean's 
course  in  the  Myers'  Tactics-Code  of  Statutes,  etc.,  matter  had  not  yet  subsided, 
he  cries  for  quarter  under  the  impression  that  his  assertion  that  the  Grand 
Master  was  right,  would  bring  trouble.  Hear  him:  "As  we  have  said  before, 
we  believe  Grand  Master  Dean  was  right,  and  we  would,  with  the  kindest  feel- 
ings, say  to  all  Fraters  disposed  to  rebel,  that  our  present  Grand  Master  is  as 
firm  as  the  everlasting  hills;  but  we  will  add,  he  is  equally  just."  The  addenda 
makes  all  the  difference.  We  do  not  think  Grand  Master  Dean  was  either  right 
or  just,  either  to  the  Grand  Encampment  or  Sir  Parvin.  Sir  Tarvin  was  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing',  and  should  have  had  as  much  voice  in 
that  matter  as  any  other  member  of  the  committee,  and  it  was  doubtless  the 
intention  of  nine- tenths  of  the  members  of  the  body  that  Parvin  should  do  in 
the  future  as  he  had  done  in  the  past,  attend  almost  entirely  to  the  printing! 
Grand  Master  Dean  knew  these  things  as  well  as  anybody,  and  that  he  was 
merely  put  on  the  committee  simply  as  a  tail  is  attached  to  a  kite,  and  for  a 
like  purpose  ;  and  yet,  by  virtue  of  his  "Prerogative,"  he  takes  the  whole  mat- 
ter into  his  own  hands,  and  utterly  ignores  the  Grand  Recorder  in  the  matter. 
The  result  is  that  some  of  the  Grand  Bodies  refused  to  receive  the  publication 
made  by  Dean  ;  hence  he  lets  fly  General  Orders  No.  3  and  5,  in  the  latter  of 
which  he  pleads  ignorance  of  all  the  most  common  circumstances  and  condi- 
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tioQs  of  affairs  in  regard  to  tactics  and  kindred  matters.  He  was  an  just  to  Sir 
P%rvin.  He  was  onknightly  in  his  treatment  of  him,  and  per  oonseqaence? 
ungentlemanly  ;  and  finally,  if  he  was  as  ignorant  as  he  claims  to  be  in  Order 
No  5 — and  we  do  not  doubt  it — he  was  nnjnst  to  the  Order  in  accepting  the 
-office  of  Grand  Master.  Howeyer,  its  all  over  now,  and  we  may  as  well  let  it 
rest. 

We  note  with  satisfaction  that  Sir  Scott  is  soand  on  the  Trinity  matter.  He 
says  :  "'AH  other  belief  is,  in  our  opinion,  skepticism."  That  is  the  way  we 
'figure  it  out,  and  we  should  be  glad  to  see  the  skeptics  ruled  out  of  the  Order — 
it  is  no  place  for  them. 

Sir  Scott  devotes  six  full  pages  of  his  report  to  Mississippi.  Quotes  largely 
and  approvingly  from  Sir  Meade's  address,  and  also  from  the  address  of  Sir 
Knight  Adams.  He  has  some  pleiisant  words  for  us,  which  we  highly  appreciate. 
He  objects  to  the  wiry  edge  in  oar  reports,  which  we  regret ;  but  feels  grateful 
to  find  a  silver  stream  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness  running  through  the 
last.  We  conceive  ^hat  it  is  better  to  cut  a  mau^s  hand  off  at  a  blow  than  to  beat 
him  to  death  with  a  stuffed  club.  It  is  easier  on  us  and  the  victim  don't  suffer 
so  long.  In  calling  Sir  Scott's  former  report  an  "Abortion,"  we  had  reference 
simply  to  its  size,  not  to  its  character  as  a  literary  production.  In  the  latter 
regard,  all  his  deliverances  are  among  the  best.  We  thank  him  most  kindly  for 
his  closing  words.  We  have  not  "'entirely  recovered,"  but  by  God's  mercy  we 
are  somewhat  better. 

R.'.  E.'.  Sir  Jno.  L.  Raper  is  Grand  Commander  ;  Grand  Recorder  and  P.  C. 
as  before. 


WISCONSIN— 1883. 


The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  September  4; 
was  opened  in  due  form  with  V.'.  E.'.  Deputy  Grand  Commander  George  H. 
Benzenberg  in  the  East.  The  Body,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  large  number 
of  the  members  who  were  in  San  Francisco  attending  the  Triennial  Blow-out, 
was  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  same  place  October  9. 

October  9.  The  Grand  CommHndery  was  called  to  order.  Present:  R.*.  E.'. 
Chas.  F.  G.  Collins,  Grand  Commander,  most  of  the  staff,  sundry  Past  Grand 
Officers  and  Past  E.'.  Commanders,  and  delegates  from  all  the  Subordinates, 
chartered  and  otherwise. 

The  address  is  a  short  but  sensible  paper.  The  R.\  E.'.  reports  the  Order  in 
a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  and  bases  his  opinion  on  the  fact  of  a  gain 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  during  the  year.  If  these  recruits 
possess  merit  commensurate  with  their  numbers,  we  congratulate  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Wisconsin  on  tlieir  accession.  If  they  do  not  —well,  perhaps 
it  would  have  been  better  to  grow  large  more  slowly. 

Our  old  but  unfortunate  friend,  Sir  John  W.  WoodhuU,  having  resigned  the 
office  of  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  W.  C.  Swain  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  We  [are 
unaware  of  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  Sir  W^oodhuU,  but  we  are  satisfied  that 
prostituting  the  order  of  Knights  Templar  to  the  level  of  corner  groggery,  at 
Triennial  and  other  Convocations,  is  largely  responsible  for  the  wreck  of  a  noble 
life.     Although  we  never   took   a   drink  in  our  lives,   and   hate  the  stuff  in 
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all  its  shapes  "with  a  perfect  hatred,  we  still  have  a  warm  comer  in  our 
hearts  for  those  who  have  become  victims.  We  feel  sorry  way  down  in 
our  heart,  for  our  poor  unfortunate  friend,  and  pray  God  to  enable  him  to 
'•forsake  his  sins  by  righteousness  and  his  iniquities  by  turning  to  God."  To 
the  end  that  he  may  redeem  his  good  name  and  resume  his  place  in  the 
confidence  of  his  brethren. 

The  R.'.  E.*.  makes  some  timely  and  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  tendency  of 
modem  Templars  to  ignore  all  the  features  of  the  Order  except  parades,  tactics, 
drills,  etc.  He  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  pools  were  sold  and  large 
sums  of  money  changed  hands  upon  the  competitive  drill  at  San  Francisco  last 
summer,  and  suggests  the|propriety  of  a  halt  before]  we  reach  the  level  of  a 
base  ball  club.    In  all  of  which  we  most  heartily  concur.     Proceedings  local. 

Sir  W.  C.  Swain  submitted  the  report  on  Correspondence.  Being  a  new 
member  he  must  needs  make  a  salutatory  speech,  which  he  does  in  the  follow- 
ing  style: 

In  "shying  our  carter  into  the  ring"  for  our  initial  effort,  your  Committee 
have  no  apologies  to  make  for  shortcomings,  and  simply  wish  to  state  that  we 
have  done  our  best,  and  make  no  claim  to  being  able  to  fill  the  place  which  has 
been  so  ably  occupied  by  Carpenter  and  others.  Nevertheless,  we  have  as  fully 
enjoyed  our  labors  as  if  we  had  done  better.  To  our  brethren  of  the  guild  we 
will  simply  say  that  we  will  accept  castigation  at  their  hands  with  becoming 
humility,  and  if  we  are  not  entitled  to  a  full  sect  at  the  banquet,  we  will  con- 
tent ourselves  with  sitting  on  the  edge  of  our  chair. 

The  report  would  be  creditable  to  an  old  stager.  His  notice  of  Mississippi 
is  brief,  and  most  of  it  in  regard  to  our  report,  of  which  he  says  some  pleasant 
words,  for  which  we  are  obliged.  Referring  to  a  former  remark  of  ours,  he 
says,  "Doesn't  the  last  sentence  savor  slightly  of  forbidden  topics.  Sir  DeLapT* 
We  reply  yes,  and  for  that  reason  we  quit  right  when  we  did. 

R.'.  E.\  Sir  Geo.  H.  Benzenbeg  is  Grand  Commander;  Sir  John  W.  Loflin, 
Grand  Recorder;  Correspondence  continued. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  now  our  jottings  are  ended.  We  have  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  chronic  dyspepsia  of  the  most  horrible  sort.  Coupled  with  this,  was  the 
presence  of  a  sweet  little  specimen  of  humanity  who  persisted  in  taking  an 
active  part  in  its  preparation,  which,  while  very  pleasant  in  the  abstract, 
was  not  conducive  to  the  excellence  of  the  production.  In  our  journey  through 
these  pamphlets  we  have  noted  that  the  universal  report  has  been  that  the 
Order  is  prosperous  and  healthy.  The  principal  issues  which  seem  to  engage 
the  Templar  world  are  the  utility  or  otherwise  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  We  are  glad  to  note  the  sentiment  is  growing 
against  this  unwieldy,  expensive  and  utterly  unnecessary  appendage  upon  the 
body  of  Templary.  Opinions  differ  as  to  the  exTedienoy  of  making  belief  in 
the  Triuitarian  dogma  a  test  of  membership  in  the  Order.  Some  contending 
that  it  is  not  essential,  and  others — we  think  the  majority — that  the  doctrine  i» 
as  much  a  part  of  the  Christian  religion  as  is  that  of  the  Atonement;  henoe, 
as  our  Order  claims  for  ita  basis  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the 
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Ohristian  virtues,  the  inference  is  plain  that,  to  be  consistent,  we  should  insist 
npon  the  acceptance  by  postulants  of  the  Apostles*  Greed  in  its  entirety.  This 
is  the  ground  upon  which  we  stand,  and  we  shall  rejoice  to  see  the  day  when 
the  Order  shall  be  thoroughly  purged  of  those  who  ^deny  any  of  the  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  Christianity,  either  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  tendency  of 
the  age  is  toward  infidelity,  and  every  upstart  and  scientist  (so-called)  which 
-one  encounters  is  found  devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  an  effort  to  under- 
mine and  destroy  the  '^Plan  of  Salvation**  conceived  in  the  morning  of  crea- 
ation  and  perfected  upon  the  Mount  Calvary  nearly  nineteen  hundred  years 
ago.  Our  religion  is  sublime  in  the  purity  of  its  character — beautiful  in  its 
perfect  proportions  and  in  its  adaptability  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  a  fallen 
race,  and  comforting  as  robbing  death  of  its  terrors,  the  grave  of  its  gloom, 
and  in  the  felt  assurance  of  an  eternity  of  happiness  at  Qod*s  right  hand.  It 
has  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  the  wreck  of  empires, — has  the  stamp  of  Divin- 
ity upon  it,  and  the  Elysian  Fields  beyond  the  dark  and  turbid  Jordan  of  death 
is,  to-day,  peopled  by  a  multitude  of  those  who  have  come  up  through  great 
tribulations,  and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb.  The  scoffer,  the  infidel,  the  scientist  ;and  the  devil  may  revile  and 
ridicule  the  religion  of  Christ,  while  blest  with  health  and  strength,  but  when 
the  hour  of  death  comes,  it  will  bring  with  it  a  repentance  for  a  life  miss-spent 
and  a  fearful  looking  forward  to  an  eternity  of  woe. 

A  religion  that  makes  life,  in  its  saddest  and  bitterest  hours,  endurable,  and 
which  holds  out  a  promise  of  joy  ineffable  and  eternal  beyond  the  tomb,  is  good 
enough  for  us  poor  mortals,  and  to  it  we  propose  to  cling  with  an  undying 
faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Atonement,  the  heavenly  origin  and  divine  origin 
of  it 

With  sentiments  of  profoundest  regard  for  yourselves,  and  with  best  wishes 
^or  the  prosperity  of  the  Order,  and  the  personal  welfare  of  each  member  oj 
the  Corps,  we  remain.  Courteously  and  sincerely  yours, 

E.  G.  DbLAP. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  GRAND    COMMANDERY   OF    MISSISSIPPI. 


Alabama Pblbo  Bbowk Mobile. 

Arkansas Wm.  H.  Howes Forest  City. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswkll Nevada. 

Colorado DItid  C.  Collieb Central. 

Oonnecticnt Eli  C.  Bibdskt Meridian. 

Georgia Fbux  Cobput Maoon. 

Illinois James  Hawi-et Dixon,  Lee  Co. 

Indiana John  W.  Cbupt Terre  Hante. 

Iowa James  Mobton Cedar    Rapids. 

Kansas John  M.  Pbioe Atchison. 

Kentucky John  8.  Ltle Covington. 

Louisiana Jos.  H.  DeQbanoe New  Orleans. 

Maine Josiah  H.  Dbummond Portland. 

Maryland Wm.  T.  Adbeon Baltimore. 

Mabs.  and  R.  Island Nicholas  YanSltok Providence. 

Minnesota B.  H.  Lanoley Winona. 

Missouri Wm.  E.  Pball St.  Loois. 

Nebraska Alfbed  G.  Hastings Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire John  A.  Habbis Concord. 

New  Jersey John  Wolvebton Trenton. 

New  York Geobge  Baboook Troy. 

Ohio Wm.  L.  Bubchneb Yonngstown. 

Pennsylvania John  H.  Dusenbebg Great  Bend. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Henbt  M.  Holmes Austin. 

Vermont R.  J.  Pilling Burlington. 

West  Virginia Mason  W.  Bubt Wheeling. 

Wisconsin Milton  D.  Babtlett Eau  Claire. 


Note. — The  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  would  be  pleased  to  commis- 
sion Representatives  near  other  Jurisdictions,  and  nominations  of  suitable  Sir 
Knights  are  courteously  invited. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 
APPOINTED  NEAR  THE  GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  MISSISSIPPL 


Alabama P.  M.  Satebt Baldwyn. 

Arkansas Db.  T.  O.  Bibohett VicksbDrg. 

California John  K.  Fulsom Water  Valley. 

Colorado Fbkdebio  Spkbd Yicksbarg. 

Conneoticnt HHHHHH 

Georgia Jno.  A.  Gai^bbeath,  Sb..  .  .Union  Church. 

Illinois Wm.  G.  Bbmbbook Martin. 

Indiana J.  R.  MoIntosh Meridian. 

Iowa HHHlHHil 

Kansas John  H.  Gobdon Port  Gibson. 

Kentucky John  T.  Buck Jackson. 

Lonisiana E.  Geo.  DeLap Natchez. 

Maine Fbank  Bubkitt Okolona. 

Massachusetts  &.  Rhode  Island Robebt  B.  Bbannin Aberdeen. 

Minnesota Wm.  G.  Paxton Vicksburg. 

Missouri Fleet  C.  Meboeb Lexington. 

Nebraska James  T.  Fant Holly  Springs, 

New  Hampshire G.  W.  Cox Columbus. 

New  Jersey W^m.  H.  Stewabt Natchez. 

New  York Gus.  J.  Bahin Natchez. 

Ohio Chas.  M.  Ebwin Winona. 

Tennessee Robebt  L.  Saundebs Jackson. 

Texas Oliveb  Clifton Jackson. 

Vermont J.  L.  Powbb. Jackson. 

West  Virginia N.  S.  Walkeb Port  Gibson. 

Wisconsin Jno.  A.  Dioks Natchez. 


Note. — It  is  the  wish  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi  to  have 
every  Jurisdiction  represented,  and  nominations  will  be  forwarded  to  fill  all  va- 
cancies. 
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Alabama Daniel  Satbb Montgomery. 

Arkansas James  A.  Henbt Little  Rock. 

California Thos.  H.  Caswell San  Francisco. 

Colorado Ed.  C.  Pabmelbb Georgetown. 

Connectiont Joseph  K.  Whkelbb Hartford 

Georgia S.   P.   Hamilton Savannah. 

Illinois GiLBEBT  W.  Babnabd Chicago. 

Indiana John  M.  Bbamwell Indianapolis. 

Iowa John  C.  Pabish Des  Moines. 

Kansas John  H.  Bbown Wyandotte. 

Kentucky Lobenzo  D.  Cboningeb. Covington. 

Louisiana Richabd  Lambebt New  Orleans. 

Maine Iba  Bebbt Portland 

Maryland Chab.  T.   Sisoo Baltimore. 

Massachusetts  and  R.  Island. .  Alfbed  F.  Chapman Boston. 

Michigan Wm.  P.  Innes Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota A.  T.  C.  Piebson St.  Paul. 

Mississippi J.  L.   Poweb Jackson. 

Missouri Wm.  H.  Mato St.  Louis. 

Nebraska Wm.  R.  Bowen Omaha. 

New  Hampshire (ieo.    P.  Cleaves Concord. 

New  Jersey Chab.  Bechtel Trenton. 

New  York Robebt   Macot New  York. 

North  Carolina James  C.  Mundb Wilmington. 

Ohio James  Nesbitt Troy. 

Pennsylvania Chab.  E.  Meyeb Philadelphia. 

Tennessee Mobton  B.  Howell Nashville. 

Texas Robebt  Bbewsteb Houston. 

Vermont Elihu  B.  Tapt Burlington. 

Virginia Wm.  B.  Isaacs Richmond. 

West  Virginia Geo.  F.  Ibvinb Wheeling. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Loflin Milwaukee. 

Gband  Encampment  U.  S. — Robert  E.  Withers,  Grand  Master,  Alexandria, 
Va. ;  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder,  Iowa  City.  Next  Triennial  Grand 
Conclave,  at  St.  Louis,  first  Tuesday  in  September,  1886. 


FOREIGN    JURISDICTIONS. 


Convent  Gbnebal,  England — H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grand  Master, 
London;  Hon.  Judge  J.  F.  H.  Townshend,  Arch  Chancellor,  80  Upper  Fitz 
William  street,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Gbbat  Pbiobt  of  England— Earl  of  Latham,  G.  C.T.,  Great  Prior,  Carleton 
Club,  London;  Alex.  S.  Hill,  M.  P.,  Q.  C,  LL.  D.,  Grand  Chancellor,  London. 

Gbeat  Pbiobt  of  Ibbland. — H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Great  Prior, 
London;  John  A.  Baker,  K.  C.  T ,  Grand  Chancellor. 

Gbeat  Pbiobt  of  Canada. — W.  J.  B.  Madeod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  St.  Johns, 
Quebec;  Fleming  Rowland,  Grand  Chancellor,  Kingston,  Canada. 

Chapteb  Gensbal  of  Scotland. — Whyte  Melville,  Grand  Master,  Edinburgh 
Scotland;  Lindsay  MacKersey,  80  St.  David  street,  Edinburg. 
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IN    MEMORIAM. 


SUBBTANOK   OF    ReMABKB   MaDE   AT   MsMOBIAL   SeBTIOE   ON     SkOOND   DaT   OF 
GbAND   GONOIiAVB. 


Sir  Fbedebio  Speed,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  spoke  snbstaDtially  as 
follows: 

Righl  Eminent  Sir:  It  is  but  another  form  of  giving  expression  to  the  natu- 
ral impulse  of  the  human  heart  which  prompts  us  to  place  sweet  flowers  upon 
the  graves  of  those  we  love,  that  we,  pausing  in  our  labors  for  a  brief  space, 
«ndeavor  to  testify  our  affection  and  regard  for  those  of  our  brethren  who, 
having  completed  their  earthly  pilgrimage,  have  laid  down  their  swords,  and, 
as  we  fondly  hope,  now  bear  the  palm  of  victory  in  the  Heavenly  Asylum. 

Death  never  comes  as  a  welcome  guest,  and  but  few  of  us  can  philosophize 
when  he  knocks  at  our  doors  and  bears  from  our  households  a  loved  form.  He 
is  never  a  kind  friend,  but  always  a  grim  tyrant  who  remorselessly  stretches 
forth  his  icy  fingers  and  stills  the  beating  of  hearts  whose  throbbings  were 
for  us  life  giving  streams  of  tenderest  love.  We  picture  him  shrouded  with 
the  habiliments  of  unutterable  woe  and  not  as  a  Heavenly  Messenger,  dad  in 
bright  garments,  bearing  a  kind  summons  from  the  Great  Captain  of  our  8al- 
▼ation.  We  bury  our  dead  amid  the  gloomiest  surroundings  and  sing  the  most 
hopeless  of  hymuA  to  the  most  doleful  of  tunes,  reading  over  them  words  which 
should  be  thundered  forth  as  glad  acclamations  of  victory,  as  if  they  were 
sentences  of  unending  condemnation.  We  have  cheerful  words  and  a  God- 
speed for  the  friend  who  goes  on  a  journey  here,  a  journey  that  may  be  full  of 
-disaster;  but  for  the  pilgrim  that  goes  higher,  we  have  only  tears.  Going  to  the 
palace  of  the  King!  going  to  be  the  guest  of  angels,  but  oh,  how  reluctantly 
we  see  him  go  forth,  although  we  know  he  has  the  countersign  which  will  admit 
him  safely  into  the  lines,  into  the  City  of  the  Heavenly  King. 

**0h  fond,  oh  fool,  and  blind,    ' 
To  God  I  give  with  tears." 

It  seems  to  me  that  those  teachers  of  religion  who  clothe  death  in  sombre 
robes  and  crown  him  King  of  Terrors,  teach  a  theology  which  is  essentially 
false,  for  if  there  is  any  one  thing  above  another  which  should  assuage  the  sor- 
rows and  bind  up  the  wounds  which  death  inflicts,  it  is  the  most  comfortable 
belief  that  he  is  but  the  servant  of  our  Divine  Master  who  bids  us  to  hasten  to 
-enter  the  threshold  of  the  Heavenly  Mansion,  where  we  shall  behold  the  King 
in  his  glory.  Surely  he  who  reads  without  joy  that  grandest  of  all  proclama- 
tions: *^I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  saith  the  Lord;  he  that  beUeveth  in 
me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live;  and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth 
in  me  shall  never  die,"  has  misapprehended  the  mission  of  Him  who  burst  the 
bonds  of  death  and  triumphed  over  the  grave. 

While  we  mourn  the  absence  of  those  whose  memories  we  commemorate,  and 
around  whose  brows  we  twine  garlands  of  laurel  and  olive;  laurel,  emblem  of 
Tictory  and  triumph — olive,  emblem  q^mition — our  sorrow  is  not  that  of  thoee 
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who  believe  death  to  be  annihilation.    No,  no,  thanks  be  to  Qod,  which  giveth 
VLB  the  yiotory  through  oar  Lord  Jeans  Christ,  there  is  no  death: 

'^Immortality  o'er  sweeps 

All  pains,  all  tears,  all  time,  all  fearri — and  peals 
Like  the  eternal  thunders  of  the  deep. 
Into  my  earsjthis  truth,  thon  li>*(}t  forever.'' 

Oar  friends  have  indeed  gone  oat  of  oar  sight  and  we  shall  no  more  clasp 
them  by  the  hand  and  receive  their  genial  greetings  until  the  great  white* 
throne  shall  be  set,  but  they  live  through  the  good  deeds  they  performed  and 
the  examples  they  set  for  us  to  follow.  Let  us,  then.  Sir  Knights,  while  remem- 
bering their  virtues  and  perpetuating  their  memories,  endeavor  to  draw  from 
the  record  of  their  lives  new  inspirations  to  perform  well  the  tasks  which 
Masonry  imposes  upon  us,  and  more  especially  the  duties  so  solemnly  enjoined 
upon  us  as  Kights  Templars. 

There  was,  perhaps,  no  more  striking  dissimilarity  between  any  two  good  men 
than  that  displayed  in  the  lives  of  the  two  dear  friends  of  whom  I  am  espec- 
ially called  to  speak.  The  one  venerable  with  age,  and  the  other  in  the  very 
prime  of  manhood.  The  one  polished  and  refined  as  pure  gold;  the  other 
strong,  rugged  and  vigorous.  One  having  nearly  fulfilled  his  four  score  years, 
^like  as  a  shock  of  com  cometh  in  his  season"  was  ripe  for  the  grave;  the  other 
in  the  full  promise  of  a  long  life,  came  suddenly  to  the  edge  of  that  shoreless 
sea— and  thus  we  have  another  verification  of  the  solemn  thoughts  which  we 
have  frequently  heard  repeated  in  the  ceremonies  of  Masonry :  "The  old  must 
die,  the  young  may  die — the  wisest  knowetb  not  how  soon." 

The  departure  of  Brother  Howbt,  to  the  speaker,  was  as  if  one  had  bees 
taken  out  of  his  own  household,  where  he  was  known  and  loved  by  all  its  inmates 
and  **where  his  memory  will  forever  flourish  in  immortal  green."  Though  the 
services  which  he  rendered  to  the  State  and  the  community  in  which  he  resided 
during  his  long  and  exceedingly  honorable  career  are  deserving  of  mention^ 
and  to  the  young  and  ambitious  afford  an  example  in  the  highest  degree  worthy 
of  imitation,  I  muRt  content  myself  in  speaking  of  them,  with  the  single 
remark  that  in  all  the  various  relations  of  Judge,  Legislator,  trustee  of  the 
State  University,  churchman,  citizen,  friend  and  neighbor,  he  was  one  of  the 
very  few  men  whose  connection  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  we  are  willing 
to  admit,  conferred  honor  upon  it;  for  while  there  are  many  men  which  Mason- 
ry honors  by  admitting  them  within  its  8anctaarle<>,  there  are  but  a  very  limited 
number  who,  by  their  presence  at  our  meetings,  confer  an  honor  upon  us* 
Brother  Uowbt  was  one  of  thos3. 

From  his  entrance  in  our  Grand  Lodge  in  1846,  until  the  closing  of  his  life,, 
he  was  one  of  the  principal  figures  around  which  Masonry  in  Mississippi  may 
be  said  to  have  revolved.  Serving  upon  the  most  important  committees,  he- 
left  the  impress  of  his  spirit  in  the  legislation  and  polity  of  all  our  governing 
bodies,  and  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  he  contended  for  his  opinions, 
always  deliberately  formed,  commanded  the  attention  and  votes  of  his- 
brethren.  It  would  compel  me  to  speak  at  greater  length  than  would  be  befit- 
ting upon  this  occasion,  were  I  to  enter  into  a  detailed  statement  of  his  emi- 
nent services  to  Masonry,  for  they  were  rendered  so  freely  and  in  so  great  a 
variety  of  capacities  that  their  enumeration  would  be  to  recite  the  history  of 
Masonry  in  Tennessee,  where  he  was  a  Grand  Officer  before  coming  to  Missis- 
sippi, and  in  this  State  for  the  last  half  century;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  Lodge  room  to  the  summit  of  Masonic  honors,  the 
Grand  East,  he  was  always  an  industrious  master  workman,  who,  whether 
viewed  as  a  jurisprudent,  ritualist  or  law-maker,  was  always  the  first  among 
his  equals.  He  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  Thrice  Illustrious  Grand  Master  of  Cryptic  Masonry,  and  if 
he  had  lived  where  there  was  a  Gommandery  stationed,  he  doubtless,  would 
have  been  a  Grand  Commander;  as  it  was,  he  was  an  honorary  member  for 
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life,  of  this  body.    In  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  he  was  a  master 
of  the  Royal  Secret  of  many  years  standing. 

Warm  in  his  temperament,  ardent  in  his  nature  and  firm  in  his  convictions, 
honest  and  manly,  free  from  ^nbtilty  and  deceit,  he  was  a  true,  firm  friend, 
who,  when  he  liked  a  man  did  not  think  it  effeminate  to  make  known  his  affec- 
tion, neither  did  he  hide  his  dislikes,  though  he  was  as  free  from  resentment 
as  any  man  I  have  ever  known.  For  all  that  was  low,  mean  or  degrading,  hO' 
had  a  contempt  which  he  did  not  attempt  to  conceal.  Just,  honorable  and 
brave,  he  was  a  model  man  and  Mason,  whose  ability  commanded  our  respect 
and  whose  virtues  won  our  affection. 

'*Now  our  brother  takes  his  rest. 

His  work  complete,  his  labor  done. 

So  let  him  sleep  his  last,  long  sleep, 

Fond  memories  clustering  round  his  head; 

Be  comforted,  ye  loved,  who  weep, 
The  true,  the  frank,  the  fearless  dead.'^ 


If  Brother  Fbsnoh  had  been  a  commonplace  man,  if  he  had  not  posses&ed  a 
mind  which  made  him  rise  above  his  fellows,  notwithstanding  he  labored 
under  disadvantages  which  would  have  overwhelmed  a  less  courageous  spirit, 
his  name  would  not  have  appeared  in  the  list  of  Grand  Commanders  of  thi& 
body.  It  was  through  no  fault  of  his  that  he  did  not  start  out  in  the  race  of 
life  with  the  advantages  which  wealth  gives  in  the  acquirement  of  an  educa- 
tion, but  it  is  greatly  to  his  credit  that  he  surmounted  what,  to  others,  in  a 
like  situation,  would  have  been  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  through  the 
force  of  a  strong,  native  intellect,  was  enabled  to  push  himself  through  the 
crowd  into  the  front  ranks  of  his  fellow  men — acquiring,  while  he  worked,  that 
which  others  receive  and  boast  themselves  of,  without  having  to  struggle  for. 

Alas,  the  end  was  reached  when  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  make  it  available — 
in  the  amassing  of  this  world^s  goods — but  he  made  himself  ^^a  hero  in  the 
strife,*'  and  compelled  the  respect  of  his  fellows.  In  the  community  in  which 
he  lived,  he  was  always  a  prominent  man,  and  served  his  fellow-citizens  in 
numerous  useful  capacities,  and  no  better  evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which 
he  was  held  could  have  been  afforded  than  the  unusual  demonstration  which 
his  funeral  called  forth,  of  large  numbers,  making  a  long  and  tiresome  jour- 
ney upon  an  unusually  warm  day,  to  a  distant  city,  to  testify,  by  their  presence,, 
their  estimation  of  his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

Brother  Fbbnoh  was  not  only  a  conspicuous  figure  in  our  Grand  Bodies, 
where  he  always  commanded  attention  and  respect,  but  he  was  a  practical  work- 
ing Mason,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  might  have  justly  claimed  that 
the  exalted  stations  which  he  had  filled  as  the  Chief  in  all  our  Grand  Bodies,  should 
exempt  him  from  the  routine  of  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  work,  he  was  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Secretary  of  his  Lodge  and  Senior  Warden  of  his  Comman- 
mandery,  and  until  prostrated  by  sickness,  the  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter.  As 
a  ritualist  he  had  but  few  superiors,  and  as  such  he  was  an  anomaly,  for  strange 
as  it  may  appear  to  the  class  of  brethren  who  esteem  a  knowledge  of  the  ritual 
as  paramount  to  everything  else  in  ^lasonry,  he  thought  more  of  the  spirit 
than  of  the  words.  As  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Commander  his  administra- 
tions were  remarkably  dignified  and  successful,  and  he  retired  from  those  high 
offices  with  the  unimpaired  respect  and  confidence  of  all  the  brethren.  The 
languor  that  amounts  to  pain,  the  weariness  that  shuts  out  the  blue  skies  and 
makes  the  fragrant  summer  air  hard  to  breathe;  a  slow  consciousness  in  all  the 
'limbs  of  weakness  and  inertia,  a  longing  for  skies  that  are  bluer  and  for  airs 
that  are  fresher,  were  the  sensations  which  admonished  his  friends,  at  the  time 
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of  his  installation  as  Grand  High  Priest,  a  few  weeks  ago,  that  his  son  vra» 
going  nnder  a  cloud  while  at  its  meridian  height.  I  oooidn't  resist  a  premoni- 
tion at  the  time  I  was  installing  him  that  the  next  service  I  woold  render  him 
would  be  at  his  grave,  a  premonition  which  was  sadly  realized  in, the  brief 
period  of  eight  weeks.  We  who  were  his  associates  will  never  again  meet  in 
this  asylum  without  missing  his  presence  and  the  loss  of  his  services;  others 
may  come  and  stand  in  his  place,  but  to  those  of  us  who  had  worked  with  him 
there  will  always  be  a  void  which  cannot  be  filled. 

Brother  Fbenoh  was  a  true  man,  true  to  his  friends  and  to  every  cause  which 
he  espoused.  As  a  soldier  he  was  loyal  and  brave.  As  a  citizen  he  endeaTored 
to  do  what  he  conceived  was  demanded  of  him,  and  numerous  onraniza- 
tions  besidesour  own  mourn  his  loss.  Kind-hearted  and  charitable  to  a  f  aolt, 
he  found  his  highest  pleasure  in  assisting  the  needy  and  in  consoling  the  berear- 
ed;  and  those  who  experienced  the  horrors  of  the  great  epidemic  of  1878  will 
always  hold  his  memory  dear  for  the  quiet  and  unostentatious  way  in  which  he 
bravely  discharged  the  duties  which  that  awful  calamity  imposed  upon  him. 
Measured  by  the  breadth  of  his  acres,  or  the  figures  of  a  bank  account.  Brother 
Fbenoh  was  not  rich,  but  if  that  man  who  loves  and  is  loved  in  return  by  his 
family  and  a  numerous  retinue  of  friends,  is  esteemed  rich,  he  was  indeed  rich. 
for  whatever  faults  he  may  have  had  they  were  greatly  over-weighed  by  his 
many  virtues  and  genial  social  qualities  which  drew  towards  him  many  friends 
whose  tears,  mingled  with  those  of  his  family,  when  amid  the  glories  emblazon- 
ed upon  the  skies  as  the  sun  sank  beneath  the  western  hills,  we  laid  down  hie* 
poor,  emaciated  body  to  rest,  awaiting  the  coming  of  his  Divine  lord  and 
Master. 

*^As  distant  lands  beyond  the  sea. 

When  friends  go  thence,  draw  nigh; 
So  Heaven,  when  friends  have  thither  gone. 
Draws  nearer  from  the  sky.*' 
Thus,  Sir  Knights,  I  have  endeavored  to  fulfill  the  duty,  which  through  your 
hand  partially,  R.  E.  Sir,  has  fallen  upon  me,  but  I  never  feel  a  more  ardent 
desire  for  the  gift  of  eloquent  speech  than,  when,  as  it  were,  1  endeavored  to 
speak  to  the  dead  the  last  words  of  farewell,  and  never  have  I  desired  that  gift 
more  than  on  the   present  occasion,  when  standing  in  this  presence,  I  have 
endeavored  to  pay  an  adequate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  two  men   who  occu- 
pied so  large  a  share  of  my  affections.    Brother  Howbt  was  more  than  a 
brother  to  me,  for  he  was  in  a  certain  sense,  at  least,  my  Masonic  father,    and 
for  him  I  entertained  all  the  respect  and  veneration  due  from  a  son  to  a  father; 
and  Brother  Fbenoh  was  '^mine  own  familiar  friend''  of  long  years  standing, 
with  whom  I  had  shared  many  joys  and  sorrows. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  dear  ones,  as  some  writer  has  expressed  it,  are  the 
evangels  of  love  to  guide  as  to  the  height  of  unselfishness.  We  can  image  them 
saying : 

**If  we  could  push  ajar  the  gates  of  life. 

And  stand  within  and  all  God's  workings  see, 
W^e  could  interpret  all  this  doubt  and  strife, 

And  for  each  mystery  find  a  key. 
But  not  to-day.    Then  be  content,  poor  heart; 

God's  plans,  like  lillies,  pure  and  white,  unfold. 
We  must  not  tear  the  close-shut  leaves  apart. 
Time  will  reveal  the  calyxes  of  gold." 


REMARKS  OF  REV.  SIR  J.  M.  BOON. 
Bight  Eminent  Grand  Commander : 

As  a  member  of  the  Oommittee  on  Fraternal  Dead,  it  is  expeeted  that  I  take 
some  part  in  this  memorial  service. 
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And  first  I  wish  to  endorse  and  emphasize  the  sentiment  expressrd  by  Sir 
Speed  in  the  beginning  of  his  remark  :  As  belieyers  in  the  Christian  religion, 
having  faith  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  resurrection  of  the  body, 
we  ought  not  to  think  and  speak  of  our  departed  friends  in  the  doleful  manner 
we  sometimes  do.  It  is  but  natural  that  we  should  feel  our  loss;  yet  we  ought 
to  rejoice  in  the  thought,  that  they  have  fought  the  battle,  won  the  victory,  and 
are  now  at  rest  in  the  asylum  of  the  blessed,  and  we  should  dwell  upon  the  hope 
of  meeting  them  again  in  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

In  this  connection,  I  have  often  thought  of  the  case  of  Martha  weeping  over 
her  brother  Lazarus.  You  remember  that  when  the  Master  met  Martha  after 
the  death  of  her  brother,  she  was  very  disconsolate  and  ready  to  murmur,  or  at 
least  could  see  no  grocmd  for  hope  and  rejoicing:  ^^Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been 
here  my  brother  had  not  died.'*  And  even  when  the  Master  had  told  her  that 
Lazarus  should  live  again,  she  answered  as  if  her  heart  were  breaking,  Lord,  "I 
know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day."  The  expres- 
sion ^^at  the  last  day,"  shows  that  she  was  full  of  despair  and  gloom.  But,  said 
the  Master,  *^I  am  the  resurrection,  and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  And  whosoever  liveth,  and  believeth  in  me 
shall  never  die."  And  when  Martha  heard  Mi>,  she  dried  her  tears  and  began  to 
rejoice.  So  should  we  rejoice,  believing  as  we  do  in  the  doctrine  of  the  soul's 
immortality,  and  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  Our  friends,  who  die  in  Christ, 
are  alive,  and  shall  live  forever. 

Of  the  departed  Fraters, , whose  virtues  we  commemorate  to-day,  it  was  not 
my  good  pleasure  to  know  any  of  them  personally,  except  Sir.  James  M. 
HowBY,  Sir  WiLiiiAM  Fbenoh  and  Sir  Henbt  E.  Waoneb. 

These  I  believe  to  have  been  good  men  and  true.  As  Sir  Knights  they  were 
courteous  and  faithful  ;  ever  ready  to  help  the  destitute,  defend  the  innocent, 
and  to  show  their  devotion  to  the  Christian  religion.  The  aim  of  their  lives 
was  to  do  good,  and  they  lived  up  to  the  full  measure  of  this  standard.  An 
incident  that  came  under  my  own  observation,  may  serve  to  illustrate  this 
point:  Several  years  ago,  a  brother  Mason  heard  another  brother  say  that  he 
was  '^dissatisfied  with  Masonry,  because  he  had  never  received,  and  never  ex- 
pected to  receive  any  benefit  from  his  connection  with  it.  "Yes!  said  the  brother, 
''there  is  the  mistake  men  have  made  concerning  Masonry,  the  church  and  every 
other  institution  in  the  world.  They  join  them  with  the  desire  and  expectation 
of  getting  good  for  themselves.  Their  motive  is  self.  Whereas  they  ought  to 
aim  to  do  good.     Doing  good  to  others  is  the  only  true  motive  for  this  life." 

Now  I  believe  that  these  departed  Fraters  of  ours  were  actuated  by  this  true 
motive.  I  believe  they  truste<d  Christ  for  salvation,  and  I  believe  they  have  en- 
tered into  the  rest  prepared  for  the  people  of  Ood;  therefore  we  should  not 
sorrow  as  those  who  have  no  hope,  but  we  should  thank  God  for  the  good  they 
did,  cherish  their  memory,  and  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  meeting  them  again, 
when  the  Grand  Conclave  is  formed  around  our  Father's  eternal  throne. 


REMARKS  OF  SIR  J.  L.  POWER. 
liighi  Eminent  Grand  Commander: 

It  has  been  suggested  that  I  say  a  few  words  on  this  occasion;  and  while  I 
can  add  nothing  to  what  has  been  so  fittingly  and  eloquently  spoken  by  the 
two  gifted  Sir  Knights  who  have  addressed  you,  I  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  add 
my  feeble  tribute  to  the  memory  and  worth  of  our  lamented  friends  and  fraters. 

We  have  been  most  sadly  and  suddenly  bereaved.  It  is  quite  impossible  to 
realise  that  James  M.  Howbt,  William  Fbenoh  and  Chbistopheb  Johnson  are 
no  more  of  earth — that  we  shall  never  again  meet  them  in  these  annual  assem- 
blies below,  or  greet  them  in  the  busy  walks  of  life.    But  their  seats  are  vacant, 
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and  in  vain  we  look  toward  the  Asylum  door  to  see  them  enter.  They  have 
crossed  its  threshold  for  the  last  time.  They  have  been  summoned  to  the 
Asylum  above,  and  we  are  left  to  pursue  the  weary  pilgrimage  of  life.  Some 
of  us,  perhaps,  may  reach  its  end  before  another  Conclave  comes,  and  if  so,  it 
will  be  our  happy  privilege  to  meet  those  who  are 

"Not  lost,  but  gone  before." 

Yes,  thank  God — not  lost !  We  may  mourn  them  as  such,  but  the  jewels 
have  only  been  taken  from  the  caskets,  and  their  freed  spirits  only  await  the 
communion  of  their  loved  ones  of  earth  to  fill  the  measure  of  their  heavenly 
bliss.  They  are  watching  and  waiting,  and  ready  to  welcome  us  when  we  cross 
the  dark  river,  and  reach  the  other  shore.  Oh,  that  we  may  have  the  faith  and 
he)  fortitude  which  we  feel  assured  sustained  our  brethren  whom  we  now 
mourn,  in  this  last  great  ordeal  of  human  experience! 

Sir  Speed  has  so  fully  and  appropriately  set  forth  the  characteristics  of  our 
lamented  f raters,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  mar  the  fair  proportions  of  his  beauti- 
ful tributes  by  amplification  or  repetition.  But  in  this  presence  I  must  express 
a  sense  of  gratitude  that  I  have  lived  to  know  and  to  love,  and  to  be  known  and 
loved  by  such  valiant  and  magnanimous  spirits  as  those  whose  memories  this 
service  is  intended  to  commemorate.  In  Bro.  Ho  why,  since  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance,  I  found  a  sincere  friend,  in  whom  I  could  confide, 
and  to  whom,  on  several  occasions,  I  went  for  counsel  and  advice.  During 
two  months  of  the  past  winter,  he  was  a  member  of  my  family,  and  his  bright 
and  sunny  nature  will  be  a  sweet  remembrance  to  us  all.  Though  in  his 
eightieth  year,  he  appeared  to  have  the  mental  vigor  and  bouyancy  of  youth, 
and  he  had  the  happy  faculty  of  leaving  upon  others  the  impress  of  his  own 
hopeful  nature.     So  that  if  for  him, 

""We  drop  our  tears, 

We  mourn  no  blighted  hopes  nor  broken  plan. 
With  him  whose  life  stood  rounded  and  approved, 
In  the  full  growth  and  stature  of  a  man." 

It  was  my  sad  privilege  to  conduct  the  ceremonies  of  our  Order  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  funeral.  On  receipt  of  a  telegram  announcing  that  ''Bro.  Howbt 
is  dead!"  I  repaired  at  once  to  Oxford.  The  town  in  which  he  had  lived  so  long, 
and  to  whose  prosperity  he  had  so  largely  contributed,  felt  the  gre«t  loss  it  had 
sustained.  The  University  suspended  its  labors,  and  teachers  and  students 
joined  in  the  long  procession  to  the  cemetery,  where  the  whole  community  had 
gathered  to  pay,  by  their  presence  and  their  tears,  their  tribute  of  affection  and 
respect  to  the  good  man  whoso  life  and  example  was  a  benediction  and  a  bless- 
ing. And  there,  as  we  stood  at  the  grave,  came  messages  of  loving  sympathy 
from  the  bereaved  craft  throughout  the  State.  And  then  we  committed  his 
precious  remains  to  the  dust,  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  truth  that 

*'Life  is  labor  and  death  is  rest," 

And  that  it  is  our  highest  duty  and  privilege  to  so  live  that  the  world  may 
say  in  truth  and  candor,  that  it  has  been  the  better  because  we  had  lived  in  it. 
Let  us  remember  that  a  hoary  head  is  only  a  crown  of  fi'lory  when  it  is  found  in 
the  way  of  rightousness.     It  was  so  in  the  case  of  our  dear,  departed  friend! 


And  now.  Right  Eminent  Sir,  what  shall  I  say  of  my  beloved  departed  friend, 
Wn^iiiAM  Fbenoh,  whom  you  all  so  well  knew,  and  whose  death  we  all  so  earnest- 
ly lament?    But,  Sir,  if  it  be  true — and  we  cannot  doubt  it — that 

**To  live  in  hearts  we  leave  behind 
Is  not  to  die," 
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Then,  of  onr  departed  friend,  we  may  say,  "he  is  not  dead,  bat  sleepeth,**  and 
his  name  and  form,  and  good  deeds,  shall  live  in  onr  memory  ontil  the  sorrows 
and  scars  of  time  are  healed  in  eternal  and  joyons  reunion  on  high. 

WiUiiAM  Fbxmch  was  one  of  my  most  devoted  friends,  and  in  this  seryice 
this  morning  I  can  hardly  trust  mysel^  to  give  utterance  to  the  personal  and 
fraternal  affection  I  cherished  for  him.  We  had  known  each  other  from  boy- 
hood, and  in  many  of  the  societies  and  enterprises  in  our  city  we  were  often 
associated  and  always  agreed.  It  was  my  sad  privilege  to  be  with  him  in  his 
last  moments.  A  few  hours  before  he  died,  when  told  that  I  had  left  the  room 
for  a  short  time,  but  would  return,  he  said,  "Tell  him  to  bring  the  boysl" 
He  loved  "the  boys" — for  such  he  called  his  intimate  brethren  and  friends. 
He  expressed  a  readiness  to  go  and  "bo  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better,"  and  on 
Monday  night,  April  2, 1884,  his  protracted  sufferings  ended,  and  his  ransomed 
spirit  ascended  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  With  well-deserved  honors  all  that 
was  mortal  of  him  was  committed  to  the  bosom  of  mother  earth.  His  brethren 
and  friends  of  this  good  city  of  Vicksburg,  where  he  had  resided  for  the  past 
fifteen  yearp,  went  out  to  Jackson  on  a  special  train,  and  united  with  the  people 
of  the  latter  city  in  a  demonstration  of  respect  that  was  well  worthy  his  useful 
life  and  noble  character. 

A  few  details  of  his  career  may  be  appropriate,  and  hence  I  submit  them  as 
a  part  of  my  poor  tribute  on  this  occasion. 

William  Fbench  was  born  in  Douegall  county,  Ireland,  and  was  about  forty- 
seven  years  of  age.  He  was  the  fourth  of  seven  brothers.  The  family  came  to 
this  country  in  1854,  residing  first  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  In  1856  they  came  to  Jack- 
son. William  was  then  in  his  eighteenth  year.  He  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  C. 
H,  Manship,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  became  remarkably  expert  as  a 
painter.  As  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  city,  I  remember  his  zeal  and  activ- 
ity in  many  public  enterprises.  He  was  conspicuous  as  a  firemen,  and  was 
"always  read/"  when  the  business  of  that  organization  demanded  his  services. 
His  military  career  was  particularly  honorable  and  distinguished.  C  n  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Mississippi  Rifles,  commanded  by  Capt.  Robt.  A.  Smith,  he 
became  a  private  in  the  ranks,  and  left  Jackson  with  that  gallant  command  on 
the  morning  of  March  27,  1861.  On  arriving  at  Pensacola,  he  was  appointed 
regimental  bugler  and  afterwards  Sergeant-Major,  and  in  a  few  months  became 
adjutant.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Shilob,  Mumfordville,  Murfreesboro,  Chick - 
amauga.  Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca,  N3w  Hope  Charch,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro, 
Franklin  and  Nasliville,  and  in  all  the  marches  and  skirmishes  in  which  the 
Tenth  participated.  He  was  wounded  in  the  face  at  Marietta  on  the  20th  June, 
1864,  and  seriously  in  the  left  thigh  at  Franklin,  on  the  30th  November,  1864. 
He  answered  to  his  name  at  the  last  roll-call  in  April,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home  to  resume  his  chosen  pursuit. 

On  November  1,  1866,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Walmslet, 
who,  with  four  children,  mourn  the  loss  of  a  most  devoted  and  indulgent  hus- 
band and  father.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  he  removed  to  Vicksburg,  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  which  city  at  once  enlisted  the  energies  of  his  ardent 
nature.  He  became  a  leader  in  the  several  Masonic  bodies,  was  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Fire  Department,  and  one  of  the  city's  magistrates.  Although  his  edu- 
cation was  quite  limited,  he  mastered  the  study  of  law  suflSciently  to  be  admit- 
ted to  its  practice,  and  attained  a  fair  measure  of  success  as  an  advocate.  He 
was  an  orator  by  nature,  and  the  fervor  and  sincerity  with  which  he  asserted 
his  propositions,  and  with  which  he  contended  for  what  he  deemed  the  right, 
seldom  failed  to  carry  the  approval  and  applause  of  his  hearers.  In  1874  he 
was  commissioned  as  Colonel  of  the  Warren  County  Militia,  and  hence  the  title 
by  which  he  has  bince  been  known. 

It  was  as  a  Mason  that  William  Fbench  became  best  known  in  later  years. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Pearl  Lodge,  No.  23,  in  the  year  1859.  On  the  re- 
organization of  the   Lodge  after  the  war,  in  1867,  he  became  its  W^orshipful 
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Master,  and  continued  an  active  member  nntil  his  remoTal  to  Yioksbnrg.  In 
the  Grand  Lodge,  his  zeal  and  efQcienoy  was  so  generally  admitted  and  recog- 
nized, that  he  was  annnally  appointed  on  its  most  important  Committees,  until» 
in  February,  1880,  he  was  elected  to  the  highest  station  in  the  gift  of  the  Graft 
— that  of  Grand  Master.  At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in 
February  last,  he  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest,  but  the  apprehension  was  then 
very  general  that  he  would  not  be  spared  to  preside  over  its  next  Annual  Ck>n- 
vocation.  In  1881,  he  was  Grand  Commander  Knights  Templar.  But  his 
labors  of  love  and  duty  are  ended,  and — 

"Like  the  dew  on  the  mountain, 

Like  the  foam  on  the  river, 
Like  the  bubble  on  the  fountain, 

He  is  gone,  and  forever!" 

One  of  the  last  requests  that  he  made,  while  in  a  state  of  consciousness,  was 
that  he  should  be  buried  near  his  old  commander.  Col.  Robt.  A.  Smith,  and  this 
request  was  sacredly  complied  with.  A  few  yards  to  the  northeast  of  the 
Scotch  granite  shaft  rests  William  Fbbnch — the  brave  soldier,  the  gallant  fire- 
roan,  the  bright  Mason,  the  generous  and  unselfish   citizen.     Requitscat  in  pace! 


Eight  Eminent  Sir: 

We  mourn  to-day  the  departure  of  others  from  our  several  Asylums,  whom 
we  shall  never  again  meet  in  local  or  Grand  Conclaves  on  earth.  But  of  one 
other  only  would  I  speak,  leaving  to  others  better  acquainted  the  privilege  of 
paying  suitable  tribute  to  each. 

Rev.  Sir  Chbistophrb  Johnson,  Past  Grand  Prelate,  since  our  last  assembly, 
reached  the  end  of  his  pilgrimage,  and  on  the  2d  of  August,  1888,  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Asylum  above. 

He  was 

-"Wafted  to  that  heavenly  bourne, 


To  gladden  angels — making  mortals  mourn; 
Gone  to  that  distant  awe-inspiring  sphere, 
Whose  joys  are  wrung  from  tears  of  sorrow  here." 

Chbistopheb  Johnson  was  a  good  man,  a  bright  and  zealous  Mason.  He 
was  an  accomplished  ritualist — having  the  faculty  to  a  remarkable  extent  of 
retaining  in  his  memory  the  work  and  lectures  of  the  several  degrees,  and  a 
readiness  and  facility  in  dispensing  them  to  his  less  informed  brethren.  He 
was  our  "castodian,"  and  when  work  is  to  be  done  in  Lodge,  Chapter  or  Com- 
mandery,  we  shall  sadly  miss  him. 

Our  beloved  frater  died  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  resided  for  several  years  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  about  [twenty  years 
ago  removed  to  Jackson,  where  he  reared  a  large  family.  He  was  a  minister  of 
the  Baptist  faith  and  preached  the  gospel  whenever  opportunity  offered.  He 
was  a  man  of  varied  and  useful  attainments — preacher,  painter,  harness-maker 
and  salesman.  He  was  highly  respected  in  the  community.  The  recent  death 
of  his  son  Walter,  had  a  most  depressing  effect  upon  Bro.  Jommbom,  and  it  is 
thought  the  consequent  loss  of  sleep  and  rest  brought  on  the  prostration  which 
so  soon  terminated  in  his  death.  His  life  was  one  of  toil  to  meet  its  stem 
necessities,  but  his  patience  and  faith  were  equal  to  every  emergency,  and  sus- 
tained him  in  the  last  struggle  with  the  common  enemy  of  our  nature.  These 
graces  of  his  Christian  and  Masonic  life  served  as 

"A  bridge  across  the  gulf  of  death," 

and  carried  him  safely  to  the  other  shore,  where  we  hope  to  meet  him  and  others 
whom  we  mourn  in  the  "sweet  by  and  by." 
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SIR  J  AS.  M.  HOWRY, 
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gast  (§rand  faster,  and  §:aai  i^igh  §mst^  _^ 


l^hen    Called    to    His    Kternal    Re»t, 


AT  JACKSON,  APRIL  28,  1884. 


A  /ealoiis,  bright  Mason,  a  patriotic  citizen^  a  true 
friend,  a  dt; voted  husband  and  father. 
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DIED  AT  JACKSON.  AUGUST  2,  1883. 
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SIR  H.  E.  WAGNER, 

Corn  111 vlu^ctlJ»  tHo.  (5. 
Died  at  Water  Valley ,  February  ^4,  iS$4p 


Piisl  EniinfDl  Commamlrr  IianW  CnimaDilm,  k  1(1. 
Died  Junk  30. 1883. 
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'Like  the  dew  on  the  moniitaiii, 
Like  the  foam  on  the  river. 

Like  the  bubble  on  the  fountain. 
They  are  gone,  and  forever/' 
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M1BBIB8IPPI    COMHANOEEY.    Ko-   L 
DIKD  FEBRUARY  2,  I8.S4. 

UiQNOLIA  C0MMOD££Y,  No.  2, 
DIED  JANUARY  23,  lMtt3, 

SIR  «•  X,  El-Y, 

WINONA  COMMANDERT,  No.  7. 

SIR  S.  H.  XA\  I.OR, 

IVANHUE  CQMMANDERY.  Uo,  10. 

SIR   \V.  C«  OAV, 

CANTON  COMMANDEKY,  JJo.  12. 


^ 


^1 


'  I'hose  lIjlll  wl'  loved  so  long,  mid  see  no  more, 
Loved  and  siili  love  — not  dead,  but  gone  beJbre/' 
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SIR  W.  W,  MARSHALL, 

GRAITD  SWOED  BEAKEE, 

WHf>   SUKBENDEEIED    lllfi    WEAPO^a    OF    EAUTlTLY    WAaFABE, 
WHILE  tit    ACTIVE  MEMBKHSHIP    IN 

Winona  Commandehy.  No.  7, 

OCTOBER  22,  1883. 


SIR  0,  S.  MILES, 


ROSALIE  COMMANDERY.  No.  5. 

ENTEREI)    INTO    RJSST 

AUGUST  26,  1883. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-'All  things  that  are  on  earth  shall  wholly  pass  away, 
Except  the  love  of  God,  which  shall  live  and  last  for  aye." 
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Constitution,  Regulations,  Rules  and  Edicts, 
By-Laws  and  Rules  for  Trials. 


ADOPTED    BY    GRAND    COMMANDERY    OF    MISSISSIPPI,    1876, 
INCLUDING  AMENDMENTS  TO  1884. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE  1.— How  Constituted. 

Seo.  1.  This  Grand  Commandery  shall  be  known  as  the  Gband  Commandebi  of 
THE  State  of  Mississippi,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  the  government  and 
superintendence  of  all  Commanderiea  of  Knights  Templar  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  State. 

2.  It  shall  consist  of  the  following  members,  viz:  The  Grand  Commander, 
Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo,  Grand  Captain-General, 
Grand  Prelate,  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Grand  Junior  Warden,  Grand  Treasurer, 
Grand  Recorder,  Grand  Standard  Bearer,  Grand  Sword  Bearer,  Grand  Warder, 
Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard;  also,  all  Past  Grand  Commanders,  Fast  Deputy 
Grand  Commanders,  Past  Grand  Generalissimos,  Past  Grand  Captains-Gen-^ 
eral,  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  so  long  as  they  remain  members  of  a  Sub- 
ordinate Commandery  in  this  jurisdiction;  likewise,  the  Commander,  Gener- 
alissimo and  Captain-General  of  each  Subordinate  Commandery  under  this 
jurisdiction;  and  all  Past  Commanders  of  said  Subordinate  Commanderies,  so 
long  as  they  remain  members  of  Commanderies  within  this  jurisdiction. 

8.  Each  member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  in  all  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Commandery.* 

*  Your  Committee  say  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
to  give  to  its  Subordinate  Representatives  votes,  but  that  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  when  present  or  when  absent,  their  duly  constituted  prox- 
ies, are  alone  entitled  to  vote. — 1876,  p.  17. 

ARTICLE  II.— Offiobbb. 

Seo.  1.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  offloein  this  Grand  Commandery,  un 
less  he  shall  be  at  the  time  a  member  of  a  Commandery  under  this  jurisdio 
tion. 

2.  Any  member  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  in  this  jurisdiction,  in  good 
standing,  is  eligible  to  any  office  in  the  Grand  Commandery. 

8.  Any  officers  specified  in  section  2  of  Article  I,  except  Past  Commanders, 
may  appear  and  vote  by  proxy,  said  proxy  being  at  the  time  a  member  of  the 
same  Commandery  as  his  principal,  and  producing  a  properly  authenticated 
certificate  of  his  appointment. 

4.  The  title  and  designation  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  Right  Eminent; 
that  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Very  Eminent;  and  of  the  remaining 
officers  of  the  Grani  Commandery,  Eminent. 
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ARTICLE  III.—Mbstihos. 

Ssa  1 .  The  stated  meetings  of  this  Grand  Commandery  shall  be  held  annnaUy* 
at  snob  time  and  place  as  each  Grand  Conolaye  may  determine. 

2.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Grand  Commander  at  his  discre- 
tion. 

8.  At  each  stated  annual  meeting,  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
designated  in  section  2  of  Article  I,  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  and  duly  installed; . 
and  said  officers  shall  hold  their  respectiye  offices  until  their  sncoessors  shall  be 
duly  elected  and  installed. 

4.  All  questions  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  yotes.  The  presiding 
officer  shall  be  entitled  to  one  yote;  and  in  case  of  a  tie  he  shall  also  giye  the 
casting  yote. 

5.  No  bosiness  shall  be  transacted  at  any  special  meeting,  saye  that  which 
was  specified  in  the  summons. 

6.  No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  Grand  Commandery  from  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Commander. 

ARTICLE  IV.— PowMS  and  Dutibs. 

Sbo.  1.  At  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  there  shall  be  reyiew- 
and  considered  all  the  official  reports  of  its  officers  and  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  within  this  jurisdiction  for  the  preceding  year. 

2.  (1.)  This  Grand  Commandery  shall  haye  power  to  adopt  such  Rules  and 
Edicts,  subordinate  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  Order. 

(2.^  To  examine  the  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder. 

(3.)  To  Buperyise  the  state  and  condition  of  the  finances,  and  adopt  such 
measures  in  relation  thereto  as  may  be  necessary  to  increase,  secure  and  pre- 
sence the  same;  and  also  to  insure  the  utmost  punctuality  on  the  part  of  eyery 
accounting  officer  in  the  safe  keeping  and  paying  oyer  the  funds  and  property 
of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

(4.)  To  grant  or  withhold  dispensations  and  charters  for  all  new  Comman- 
manderies,  and,  for  good  cause,  to  reyoke  any  pre-existing  charter  or  dispensa- 
tion. 

(5.)  To  assign  the  limits  of  Subordinate  Commanderie^  in  this  jurisdiction, 
and  to  settle  all  controyersies  that  may  arise  between  them. 

(6.)  To  consider  and  do  all  matters  and  things  appertaining  to  the  good, 
well-being  and  perpetuation  of  Templar  Masonry;  but  always  subordinate  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  v.— Duties  of  thb  Offigsbb. 

Sec.  1.  The  Grand  Commander  shall  have  a  watchful  superyision  oyer  all  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  see  that  all  of  the  consti- 
tutional Enactments,  Rules  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  are  duly  and  promptly  obsenred. 

2.  He  shall  have  the  power  and  authority,  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  competent  number  of  petitioners, 
not  less  than  nine,  residing  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  possessing  the  requisite 
qualifications,  empowering  them  to  open  and  form  a  Commandery;  such 
dispensation  to  be  in  force  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. But  no  dispensation  to  open  and  form  a  new  Commandery  shall 
be  issued,  except  upon  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  nearest  Com- 
mandery. 

8.  During  the  recess  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  the  Grand  Commander  may 
suspend  from  the  functions  of  his  office  any  officer  of  the  Grand  or  Subordi- 
nate Commandery,  or  arrest  the  charter  or  dispensation  of  a  Commandery; 
but  in  neither  case  shall  such  suspension  affect  the  standing  in  the  Order  of 
such  officer,  or  his  membership  in  the  Commandery.  And  he  shall  report  his 
action  in  full  therein  to  the  next  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  for  its 
final  action. 
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4.  He  maj  Tidt  and  preside  at  anj  Sabordinate  Commandery  in  this  juris- 
diction,  and  gire  snoh  instroetions  and  directions  as  the  good  of  the  Order 
may  require,  not  inconsistent  with  the  ^Ancient  Landmarks,''  and  the  perma- 
nent regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

5.  The  v.*.  E.*.  Bepnty  Grand  Commander,  in  the  event  of  the  death,  remoTal 
or  physical  incompetency  of  his  superior,  shall  act  as  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Comman- 
der. At  other  times  he  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  him  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  or  the  Grand  Commander. 

6.  In  the  absence  of  their  respectiye  superiors,  the  E.*.  Grand  Generalissimo 
and  the  Grand  Captain-General  shall  severally  act  as  R.*.  E.*.  Grand  Comman- 
der, in  order,  according  to  rank.  At  all  other  times,  they  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  assiimed  them  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  or  such  as  are  tra- 
ditionally appropriate  to  their  respective  stations. 

7.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  render  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at  each  an- 
nual meeting  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed 
by  him  during  the  year;  and  shall  pay  all  drafts  made  upon  him  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  and  edicts  governing  the  same. 

8.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  receive  and  collect  all  the  revenues  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  and  pay  them  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer;  he  shall  ren- 
der an  account  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at  each  annual  grand  conclave, 
showing  the  amount  received  and  paid  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer;  and  a  re- 
port of  all  the  transactions  of  his  office  for  the  year. 

9.  He  shall  make  an  annual  communication  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  each 
of  the  other  Grand  Commanderies;  likewise,  to  the  Grand  Master  and  the 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States;  said  commu- 
nication to  embrace  the  roll  of  Grand  Officers,  and  such  other  matters  as  may 
conduce  to  the  geiieral  good  of  the  Order.  He  shall  also  regularly  transmit  to 
the  Grand  Master  and  Grana  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  copies  of  all  the  By-Laws  and  Regulations  adopted  by  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

10.  The  duties  of  the  remaining  Grand  Officers,  as  well  as  those  above  speci- 
fied, shall  be  such  as  are  traditionally  appropriate  to  their  respective  stations, 
or  which  may  be  allotted  to  them  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  correspond- 
ing, as  near  as  may  be,  to  those  of  the  corresponding  officers  of  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States. 

11.  In  the  event  of  the  absence  of  the  four  principal  officers  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  the  Past  Grand  Officers,  according  to  rank  and  seniority  of  ser- 
vice, shall  be  empowered  to  preside. 

ARTICLE   VI. — SUBOBDIMATX    COMM ANDBBIES. 

Sko.  1.  Each  Subordinate  Commandery  shall  consist  of  the  following  members, 
to  wit:  E.*.  Commander,  Generalissimo,  Captain-General,  Prelate,  Senior  War- 
den, Jxmior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Recorder,  Standard  Bearer,  Sword  Bearer,  and 
Warder,  and  as  many  members  as  may  be  found  convenient  for  work  and  disci- 
pline. 

2.  Each  member  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery,  when  present,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  one  vote,  and  all  questions  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes.  When  the  votes  are  equally  divided,  the  presiding  officer  shall  give  the 
casting  vote.  No  appeal  shall  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  E.*.  Comman- 
der. 

8.  The  stated  meetings  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  shall  be  held  at  least 
semi-annually,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  fepecified  in  the  charter,  or 
designated  in  the  by-laws. 

4.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  E.*.  Commander,  at  his  discretion; 
but  no  business  shall  be  transacted  at  called  meetings,  except  that  specified  in 
the  original  summons. 

5.  The  officers  of  Suborcinate  Commanderies  shall  be  elected  annually,  and 
shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  and  in- 
stalled. 
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6.  The  E.'.  Commander  of  each  Sabordinate  Commandery  shall  haye  it  in 
•peoial  charge  to  see  that  the  by-laws  of  his  Commandery  are  doly  obsenred, 
as  well  as  the  constitation,  roles  and  edicts  of  this  Grand  Commandery  and  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States;  that  aocnrate  records  are  kept, 
and  jast  accoants  rendered;  that  regular  returns  are  annually  made  to  ibe 
Grand  Commandery,  and  that  the  annual  dues  are  promptly  paid.  It  is  his 
duty,  together  with  the  Generalissimo  and  C'aptain-General,  either  in  person  or 
by  proxy,  to  attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

7.  In  the  eyent  of  the  absence  of  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  Com- 
mandery, the  Past  Commanders,  according  to  rank  and  seniority  of  service, 
shall  be  empowered  to  preside. 

ARTICLE  VII.— Fees  and^Dues. 

Ssc.  1.  The  fee  for  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  shall  be  ninety 
dollars,  and  the  fee  for  a  charter,  ten  dollars. 

2.  For  every  Knight  Templar  created  in  Subordinate  Commanderies,  either 
under  dispensation  or  charter,  there  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  the  sum  of  five  dollars;  also,  for  every  member  of  char- 
tered Commanderies,  in  the  form  of  annual  dues,  there  shall  be  paid  the  sum 
of  one  dollar. 

8.  No  Subordinate  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  for 
a  less  sum  than  forty  dollars,  in  advance. 

4.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  receive  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  charter 
issued,  and  such  other  compensation  |as  the  Grand  Commandery  may  deem 
just. 

ARTICLE  VIII.— Amendments. 

1.  This  Constitation  may  be  altered  or  amended,  at  any  stated  annual  meet- 
ing, by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present;  provided,  that  such 
amendment  is  not  in  violation  of  such  provisions  of  this  Constitution  as  are 
prescribed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS. 

1.  No  Sabordinate  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon 
any  one  who  is  not  a  Regular  Royal  Arch  Mason,  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 

2.  The  rule  of  succession,  in  conferring  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  shall  be 
as  follows:  First,  Knight  of  the  Red  <Jro9s;  second.  Knight  Templar  and  Knight 
of  Malta,  or  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem.  / 

8.  No  Subordinate  Commandery  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  upon 
any  applicant  whose  place  of  residence  may  be  nearer  to  another  Commandery 
unless  by  the  consent  of  the  Commandery  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner 
may  reside;  nor  upon  any  sojourner  whose  settled  place  of  abode  shall  be  in 
any  State,  District  or  Territory  in  which  there  is  a  Commandery  regularly  at 
work,  until  the  consent  of  the  Commandery  having  territorial  jurisdiction 
shall  be  first  obtained. 

4.  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  and  of  each  Subordinate  Com- 
mandery, before  entering  upon  their  respective  offices,  shall  take  the  following 
obligation: 

Ij  (A,  B,y)  do  promise  and  vow  that  I  wiU  support  and  maintain  the  OonstitiUion  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  T>^plar  of  the  United  States,  and  thai  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  i^ate  of  Mississippi, 
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OPBNINO  OBAMD  OOMMANDSBT. 

Sbc.  1.  After  the  ceremony  of  opening  the  Grand  Commandery,  a  Committee 
on  OredentiaU,  consisting  of  three  Sir  Knights,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Oommander,  who  shall  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

2.  After,  or  pending,  the  report  of  this  Committee,  the  Grand  Commander, 
Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Generalissimo  and  Grand  Captain-General, 
will  snccessively  read  the  reports  of  their  doings  during  the  preceding  year. 
The  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder  shall  also  each  submit  a  report  of 
the  affairs  of  their  respective  offices,  together  with  an  account  current  showing 
the  amount  of  money  received  and  expended,  and  the  condition  of  the  Grand 
Treasury.  These  reports  shall  be  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers,  who  may  recommend  the  apportionment  of  such 
parts  thereof  to  special,  or  to  such  other  standing  committee,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary. 

8.  The  following  Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Commander,  at  the  first  sitting,  viz: 

Committee  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

Committee  on  Finance. 

Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters. 

Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 

A  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
shall  be  appointed  after  the  installation  of  officers  for  the  succeeding  year,  and 
shall  continue  until  their  successors  are  appointed  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

These  Committees  shall  report  as  soon  convenient. 

APPEALS. 

4.  A  Sir  Knight  suspended  or  expelled  by  a  Subordinate  Commandery  shall 
have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Grand  Commandery;  and  may  be  allowed  to 
appear  and  plead  his  own  case. 

6.  Upon  appeal,  the  Grand  Commandery  may  reverse  or  modify  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Subordinate  Commandery.  If  the  judgment  be  reversed,  the 
Knight  who  was  under  diB<!ipline  is  thereby  restored  to  good  standing  in  the 
Order,  but  not  to  membership  in  his  Commanday,*    If  he  shall  be  restored  to  good 

'^Sir  Kt.  Buck,  who  reported  the  original  draft  of  this  Code  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Templar  Law,  held  that  the  wordn  in  italic  violate  the  Edict  of  Grand 
Encampment,  which  Edict,  he  holds,  contemplates  not  only  restoration  to  good 
standing  in  the  Order,  but  restoration  to  membership  in  Commandery. 

[This  Grand  Commandery  re-iterates  and  re-enacts  that  clause  of  its  Regu- 
lations which  provides  that  when  a  Knight  has  been  suspended  by  his  Com- 
mandery, the  power  to  restore  him  to  membership  is  vested  solely  in  his  Com- 
mandery—1878,  p.  29  ] 

standing,  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  give  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  upon 
said  certificate  the  restored  Knight  may  apply  to  any  Subordinate  Command- 
ery for  membership. 

6.  An  appeal  taken  and  abandoned,  leaves  the  original  judgment  in  full 
force. 

7.  An  appeal  taken  from  expulsion  or  indefinite  suspension,  does  not  sus- 
pend the  judgment  appealed  from.  In  other  cases  an  appeal  operates  as  a 
^upenedeas, 

8.  No  appeal  can  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  unless  a  construction  of  the  Con- 
«titntion.  Edicts  or  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is  involved. 
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AB8BNTBB8 — BIOHT8  OF. 

9.  A  member  of  a  Commandery  has  a  right  to  know  all  the  transactioiiB  at 
the  conclaye  of  his  Commandery,  whether  affecting  himaelf  or  not. 

A88B881CXNT8. 

10.  A  Commandery  or  the  Grand  Commandery,  respectiyely,  has  the  right  ta 
leyy  and  collect  such  pro  rata  assessments  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  body. 

11.  In  the  absence  of  any  special  law,  a  majority  vote  may  determine  the 
propriety  of  an  assessment,  and  the  amonnt  thereof ;  provided,  however,  a 
member  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  may  appeal  to  his  Grand  Commander 
if  he  feels  aggrieved  by  such  assessment,  and  claims  that  it  is  in  violation  of 
Templar  law. 

BAIiliOT. 

12.  The  ballot  npon  a  petition  for  the  Orders,  or  for  membership,  most  be- 
nnanimous,  secret,  and  it  most  be  sacred  ;  no  Sir  Knight  should  divolge  hia 
vote,  and  no  discassion  of  sach  a  ballot  mnst  be  allowed  under  any  circam- 
stances. 

18.  Every  member  present  when  a  ballot  is  taken  is  required  to  vote,  unleea 
excused  by  the  Commandery  before  balloting  has  commenced. 

14.  The  Eminent  Commander,  upon  good  cause  shown,  may  order  a  re-ballot 
before  the  result  of  the  ballot  is  recorded,  and  before  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mandery has  left  the  asylum. 

15.  If  a  member  of  a  Commandery,  in  good  standing,  should  object,  either 
in  open  Commandery  or  to  the  Eminent  Commander,  to  conferring  the  Orders 
upon  an  elected  candidate,  the  Orders  cannot  be  conferred;  and  these  facte 
should  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  and  it  is  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  the 
candidate;  the  objecting  member  cannot  be  required  to  disclose  his  reasons 
therefor. 

16.  Objections  to  a  candidate  from  a  visiting  Sir  Knight  should  be  duly 
considered  by  a  Commandery;  but  they  are  not  conclusive,  like  those  of  a  mem- 
ber. 

BUSINBSB. 

17.  All  business  of  the  Commandery  must  be  transacted  at  a  stated  conclaTe,. 
and  in  the  asylum,  or  at  a  special  conclave,  due  notice  of  which,  and  of  tiie 
business  to  be  transacted,  having  been  given  to  each  member  of  the  Command- 
ery. Arrangements  for  a  funeral  may  be  made,  and  Orders  couferred,  at 
special  conclaves. 

BUBIAIi. 

18.  All  Knights  Templar  in  good  standing  shall  be  entitled  to  be  buried 
with  the  honors  of  Knighthood,  according  to  the  ceremony  prescribed  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  in  1859.  An  unaffiliated  Knight  is  not  entitled  to  knightly 
burial. 

19.  A  Commandery  may  perform  escort  duty  at  the  burial  of  a  Sir  Knight  by 
his  Lodge,  when  so  requested. 

0HABTBB8. 

20.  If  a  Commandery  should  lose  its  charter,  the  Grand  Commander  can 
authorize  it  to  hold  conclaves  and  transact  business,  by  issuing  an  order  setting 
forth  the  facts;  which  order  shall  have  all  the  effect  of  a  charter  until  a  dupli> 
cate  shall  be  issued  by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

21.  When  the  charter  of  a  Commandery  shall  have  been  surrendered  or 
arrested,  the  members  thereof  in  good  standing,  and  who  have  not  caused 
the  arrest  of  the  charter,  shall,  apon  payment  of  their  dues  to  the  Grand 
Commandery,  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  good  standing  from  the  Grand 
Recorder. 

22.  When  a  charter  is  restored,  it  is  not  proper  to  constitute  the  Commandery 
again. 
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,  28.  No  Commandery  can  surrender  its  charter  so  long  as  there  are  nine  mem- 
l>er8  of  the  Commandery  who  desire,  and  are  able  to  work  under  said  charter, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

OOMMANDKBIBS. 

24.  A  Commandery  is  created  by  the  grant  of  a  charter,  which  is  the  proper 
eyidence  of  the  fact,  and  becomes  effectiye  only  when  the  Commandery  shall 
haye  been  constituted  under  it. 

25.  Petitioners  for  a  new  Commandery  need  not  dimit  from  other  Command- 
eries. 

2€.  A  Commandery  under  dispensation  cannot  be  constituted  ;  its  officers 
cannot  be  elected  or  installed;  it  cannot  be  represented  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery; it  cannot  elect  members;  but  Knights  created  therein  are  members 
thereof,  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Knighthood. 

27.  A  newly  chartered  Commandery  must  first  be  duly  constituted  by  the 
Grand  Commander,,  or  his  proxy,  and  shall  then  elect  and  install  its  officers,  in 
the  presence  of  at  least  nine  of  its  members. 

28.  A  Commandery  failing  to  meet  for  twelye  consecutiye  months,  forfeits  its 
charter,  and  it  should  be  arrested. 

29.  Commanderies  shall  not  appear  in  public  as  such  without  the  permission 
of  the  Grand  Commander,  except  upon  funeral  occasions  ;  and  not  tlien  if  pro- 
hibited by  him  or  the  Grand  Commandery. 

80.  Commanderies  rank  according  to  the  date  of  their  reepectiye  charters. 

31.  Subordinate  Commanderies  cannot  ^'call  off'  or  ^'adjourn;"  they  must 
"oiiOSE."    The  Grand  Commandery  must  "adjourn." 

32.  When  a  Commandery  U.  D.  ceases  to  exist,  it  cannot  be  revived. 

88.  When  the  presiding  officer  wishes  the  debate  to  dose,  he  rises;  and  that 
ends  the  discussion. 

EI^EOnONB — HOW   HETiD. 

34.  All  elections  in  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  must  be  by  bal- 
lot. 

EMINENT    OOMMA.NDEBS. 

35.  An  Eminent  Commander  cannot  be  tried  by.  his  Commandery,  but  by  the 
Grand  Commandery. 

86.  Any  five  members  of  his  Commandery,  or  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander, 
Grand  Generalissimo,  or  Grand  Captain-General,  can  impeach  the  Eminent 
Commander,  before  the  Grand  Commander,  who  shall  himself  investigate  the 
charges  and  take  such  action  as  he  thinks  best  under  the  Constitution. 

37.  No  Knight  is  a  Fast  Eminent  Commander  unless  he  has  been  elected  and 
installed  as  Eminent  Commander  of  a  chartered  Commandery. 

EXPULSIONS  OB  8USPEN8IONP. 

38.  Expulsion  or  suspension  from  his  Masonic  rights  by  his  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter deprives  a  Knight  of  all  rights  and  privileges  in  his  Commandery,  or  inter- 
course with  the  Order. 

89.  In  such  cases  a  certificate  of  the  action  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  should  be 
filed  with  the  Recorder  of  the  Commandery,  and  a  minute  should  be  made  of 
the  reception  of  such  certificates,  and  of  its  legal  effects. 

40.  The  certificate  from  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  must  show  that  the  body  had 
jurisdiction,  unlefs  the  expulsion  or  suspension  if  made  or  confirmed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter.  If  a  certificate  cannot  be  obtained,  the  facts 
may  be  proved  by  oral  testimony. 

FEES. 

41.  The  prescribed  fees  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  cannot  be  [remitted  by 
a  Commandery,  directly  or  indirectly. 

HEALING . 

42.  Healing  consists  in  re-obligating  the  Knight,  and  correcting  what  has 
been  done  amiss  at  his  creation. 
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48.  It  can  only  be  done  by  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
only  applies  to  those  Knights  who  were  created  in  this  jorisdiotion. 

niTOBlCATIOH — HOW  OBTAINED. 

44.  Knights  desiring  information  relative  to  any  point  in  law  or  nsage  of 
Templar  Masonry,  should  apply  to  their  Eminent  Commander;  and  he  may 
make  the  application  to  the  Grand  Commander. 

45.  The  Grand  Commander  should  never  ignore  the  Eminent  Commander  in 
corresponding  with  a  Commandery,  or  with  any  of  its  members. 

IN8TAI<Ii  OFFIOEBS. 

46.  The  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  may  be  installed  by  either  of  the 
first  four  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  XJmted  States,  by  a  Past 
Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Commander,  or  by  a  Past  Grand  Commander. 

47.  The  officers  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  may  be  installed  by  any  per- 
manent member  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  by  either  of  the  first  four  officers 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  a  present  or  Past  Eminent  Commander. 

48.  When  a  Past  Officer  installs,  the  commanding  officer  must  be  present,  or 
his  written  proxy  must  be  produced. 

49.  Ouicers  cannot  be  installed  by  proxy. 

60.  Officers  elect  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  who  cannot  be  present  at  the 
regular  time  for  installation,  may  be  installed  in  such  Commandery  as  the 
Grand  Commandery  may  designate;  and  the  Recorder  of  the  Commandery  shall 
forthwith  notify  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  fact. 

JUBISDIOnOM.. 

51.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  extends  in  all  directions  to  one-half 
the  distance,  by  a  direct  line,  between  itself  and  the  next  nearest  Commandery; 
provided,  that  in  all  cases  it  cannot  extend  beyond,  but  must  include  the  limits 
of,  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

62.  When  one  Commandery  infringes  the  jurisdiction  of  another,  it  shall  be 
required  to  pay  over  to  the  Commandery  thus  infringed  upon,  the  fee  received, 
and  may  have  its  charter  arrested. 

[  When  a  Companion  lives  more  than  forty  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
nearest  Commandery,  he  shall  have  the  privilege  of  electing  which  Commandery 
he  shall  petition.     1880,  pp.  10,  21.] 

63.  It  is  competent  for  a  Commandery  to  waive  its  jurisdiction  by  unanimous 
ballot,  and  permit  another  Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  one  resid- 
ing within  its  jm-isdiction. 

54.  Each  Commandery  has  penal  jurisdiction  over  all  Knights  non-affiliated, 
as  well  as  affiliated,  for  violation  of  moral  or  Templar  law  within  its  territorial 
jurisdiction. 

MEMBEBSHIP. 

66.  Those  who  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  a  Commandery,  are  ipM 
fado  members  thereof. 

66.  After  a  Dispensation  is  granted  to  form  a  new  Commandery,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Knights  who  petitioned  therefor  remains  in  abeyance  as  to  the 
older  Commanderies  to  which  vhey  belonged  when  signing  the  petition;  they 
become  active  members  of  the  Commandery  while  under  Dispensation,  and 
when  the  Commandery  is  constituted  under  a  charter,  they  continue  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  new  Commandery,  and  cease  to  be  members  of  the  old  ones.  Until 
then,  they  retain  their  membership  in  the  old  Commanderies.  In  order  to 
terminate  the  former  affiliation,  the  Recorder  of  the  new  Commandery  should 
certify  the  fact  to  each  Commandery  to  which  any  of  the  petitioning  Elnighta 
belonged. 

67.  Honorary  members  have  no  right  to  vote. 

58.  Any  Knight  desiring  to  affiliate  with  a  Commandery  may  do  bo  by  filing 
a  petition  at  a  stated  meeting,  which  petition  will  go  through  the  same  form 
as  a  petition  for  the  Orders. 
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59.  Only  members  in  good  standing  can  vote  or  hold  office  in  a  Gomman- 
dery. 

MXSTINOS. 

60.  A  Gommandery  can  meet  only  in  the  place  designated  in  its  dispensa- 
tion or  charter,  but  may  remove  its  asylum  from  one  house  to  another  in  the 
same  place,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  its  members  present  at  a  stated  meeting, 
and  after  doe  notice  of  the  proposed  change. 

OFFICBBP. 

61.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  Eminent  Commander,  the  Gen- 
eralissimo succeeds  to  the  powers  and  duties;  in  case  there  is  no  Generalissimo, 
the  Captain-General  is  the  successor. 

62.  If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  office  other  than  that  of  Eminent  Comman- 
der, the  Grand  Commander  may  authorize  a  new  election,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Commandery.  If  a  new  election  is  not  ordered,  the  commanding  officer 
shall  fill  the  vacancy  by  appointment. 

68.  Whenever  an  Eminent  Commander  removes  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
his  Commandery,  he  thereby  vacates  his  office.  [  An  officer  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery cannot  be  a  resident  animo  maneruJi  of  another  State — 1881,  p.  19.] 

64.  Neither  of  the  first  three  officers  of  a  chartered  Commandery  can  resign 
after  installation. 

65.  Any  officer  of  a  Commandery  under  dispensation  may  resign,' and  the 
Grand  Commander  will  fill  the  vacancy  by  appointment. 

66.  Officers  of  a  Commandery  which  has  not  been  constituted,  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Commandery  and  cannot  vote  therein,  although  the  charter 
of  their  Commandery  may  have  been  issued. 

67.  If  any  officer  duly  elected  shall,  without  'reasonable  excuse,  neglect  to 
attend  at  the  time  fixed  for  installation,  his  election  may  be  declared  void  by 
a  vote  of  the  body  which  elected  him. 

OBDEB8 — WHO    CAN  OONFEB. 

68.  The  Eminent  Commander,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Generalissimo — if  both 
are  absent,  the  Captain  General— can  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood;  or 
authorize  a  Past  Commander  to  do  so  in  his  presence. 

PXnnONS   AND   APPIilOATIONS. 

69.  Every  petition  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  shall  state  the  Lodge  or 
Chapter  in  which  he  received  the  degrees,  whether  the  petitioner  has  or  has  not 
been  previously  rejected  by  any  Commandery;  also,  that  the  petitioner  is  a 
firm  believer  in  the  Christian  religion. 

70.  The  petition  must  be  signed  by  the  applicant  in  person,  giving  his  full 
name,  residence  and  occupation,  and  only  one  applicant  can  sign  each  peti- 
tion. 

71.  Petitions  for  Orders  or  membership  must  be  signed  by  two  vouchers  and 
recommenders,  who  are  members  of  the  Commandery  to  which  the  petition  is 
presented. 

72.  After  a  petition  has  been  received  and  presented  to  a  committee,  it  cannot 
be  withdrawn.  The  character  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  inquiry  should 
never  be  recorded. 

73.  The  ballot  must  be  taken  whether  the  committee  reports  favorable  or  not; 
but  cannot  be  taken  ^dthout  first  referring  the  petition  to  a  committee,  and 
obtaining  a  report  thereon. 

74.  Petitions  can  only  be  received  and  acted  on  at  stated  conclaves,  and 
must  lay  over  one  month  before  balloting  thereon,  unless  by  special  dispensa- 
tion of  the  Grand  Commander. 

75.  The  petition  of  one  who  has  been  rejected,  cannot  be  renewed  until  at 
least  six  months  after  such  rejection. 

QUALIFIOATION   FOB  OBDEB8. 

76.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a  candidate  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  should 
be  a  member  of  either  Lodge  or  Chapter. 
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77.  The  loes  of  a  lag  or  arm  by  a  petitioner,  diaqnalifies  him  for  reoeiying  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood. 

QUOBUM. 

78.  A  qaomm  in  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Gommanderies  conaiata  of  nine 
members  entitled  to  vote  therein,  indnding  an  officer  anthorized  to  open  the 
body. 

BANK   OF   OFFIOBBS. 

79.  Election  and  installation  are  necessary  to  confer  rank.  Re-elected  offi- 
cers fonn  no  exception  to  this  mle. 

80.  Officers  take  rank  in  accordance  with  the  .order  in  which  their  names  are 
found  in  the  Constitution. 

81.  Present  officers  on  duty  in  their  own  bodies  outrank  Past  Officers  of  any 
grade. 

82.  Past  Officers  of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  who  remoye  to  this  one, 
acquire  no  rank  or  membership  by  rirtue  thereof.  Nor  does  honorary  mem- 
bership confer  rank. 

BBD    0BO88. 

88.  In  the  Council  of  Red  Cross  Knights  ""Hioh  Pbibst,"  not  ''Pbblate,''  is 
the  title  of  the  officer  miniotering  at  the  altar. 

BE8TOBATION. 

84.  A  Knight  who  has  been  expelled  by  his  Commandery,  may  be  restored  to 
good  standing  by  a  t^o- thirds'  vote;  one  who  has  been  suspended,  may  be 
restored  to  good  standing  by  a  majority  Tote;  but  in  either  case  he  cannot  be 
restored  to  membership  except  upon  a  petition  and  unanimous  ballot 

85.  When  the  suspension  or  expulsion  was  the  result  of  such  action  by  Lodge 
or  Chapter,  a  certificate  of  his  restoration  in  the  body  which  disciplined  him, 
will  restore  the  Knight  to  good  standing  and  membership. 

STATUS  OF   MEMBEBS   OF   BXTINOT  GOMMANDBBIBS. 

86.  When  a  Commandery  has  ceased  to  exist,  its  members  can  join  another 
Commandery,  upon  petition  and  certificate  of  the  Grand  Recorder  that  his 
standing  therein  was  good  when  said  Commandery  ceased  to  exist. 

SUMMONS. 

87.  A  notice  published  in  a  new<)paper  is  not  legal  summons;  it  must  be  by 
personal  service,  or  notice  left  at  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of  the  per- 
son summoned,  or  deposited  in  the  postoffice,  directed  to  his  usual  address. 

88.  It  is  necessary  that  the  seal  should  be  affixed  to  a  summons,  but  not  to  a 
notice  of  a  conclave. 

UNIFOBMS. 

89.  The  uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar  is  that  prescribed  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States  in  1862.  No  officer  or  member  can  be  present 
in  the  Grand  ( k>mmandery  unless  in  full  Templar  uniform,  except  by  vote  of 
the  body  excusing  him. 

»  90.  The  uniform  of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  is  the  Templar  baldric  reversed,  ex- 
hibiting the  green  side.  Templar  cap  covered,  sword,  and  white  gloves.  The 
Sovereign  Master  wears  the  Royal  robes  and  crown;  and  the  High  Priest  his  full 
robes. 

VISITING    KNIGHTS. 

91  No  visiting  Knight  can  be  admitted  to  an  asylum  if  one  of  the  regular 
members  present  objects.  The  objection  may  be  made  openly,  or  privately  to 
the  Eminent  Commander,  and  the  objector  cannot  be  required  to  'disclose  his 
reasons. 

OBAND   TEJSA&UBEB   AND   OBAND   BKOOBDEB. 

92.  The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  pay  out  of  the  funds  coming  into  his  hands. 
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all  expenses  anthorized  by  the  Constitution  or  Rules  of  the  Oraod  Oommand- 
•ery;  provide  that  all  claims,  except  the  per  diem  of  members  and  salaries  of 
ofiftcers  shall  be  allowed  bj  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  ordered  paid  by  the 
Grand  Commander. 

93.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  flrty  dollars  per  annum, 
besides  the  fees  provided  in  the  Constitution. 

OOMPKNSATION   POB   ATTKKDANCE. 

94.  One  Representative  from  each  Commandery  shall  be  paid  his  actual 
•expenses  in  mileage  and  per  diem  for  attendance  upon  the  Annual  Grand  C'on- 
olaves,  provided  that  no  Representatives  shall  be  allowed  in  the  aggregate  an 
amount  greater  than  the  dues  of  his  Commandery  for  the  preceding  year. 

[So  much  as  allowed  compensation   to  Grand  Officers  was  repealed  1883, 
p.  18.] 

ANNUAL     BKTUBN0. 

95.  The  Recorder  of  each  Subordinate  Commandery  shall  forward  to  the 
-Grand  Recorder,  immediately  after  the  annual  election  and  installation  of 
officers,  a  return  showing  the  number  of  Orders  conferred,  total  membership 
and  dues,  and  other  data  indicated  in  the  blank  forms  furnished  by  the  Graad 
Recorder.  The  dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery  may  be  forwarded  at  the  same 
time,  or  may  be  sent  to  the  Grand  Recorder  at  next  ensuing  Grand  Conclave. 
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FOB   THB 

Government  of  Subdrdinate  Commanderies, 


Abt.  I.  This  Oommandery  shall  be  known  as Gommandery,  No^ 

,  subordinate  to  and  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Gommandery 

of  Mississippi,  and  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Abt.  IL  This  Gommandery  shall   hold  its  stated  meetings  on  the day 

of  each  month,  in  its  Asylum.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  E.'.  Gommander,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  Generalissimo,  or  should  both  be- 
absent,  by  the  Gaptain  General. 

Abt.  III.  The  officers  of  this  Gommandery  shall  be  as  follows: 
E.\  Gommander,  ranking  in  Gouncil  of  the  Red  Gross  as  Sovereign  Master^ 
Generalissimo,  "  "  Chancellor. 

Gaptain  General,  "  "  Master  of    Palace. 

Prelate,  *'  *'  High  Priest. 

Senior  Warden,  "  "  Master  of  Cavalry, 

Junior  Warden,  "  "  Master  of  Inf  antry  ► 

Treasurer,  "  ''  Mast  of  Finances. 

Recorder,  "  "  Mastof  Dispatcher 

Standard  Bearer,  "'•  *'  Standard  bearer. 

Sword  Bearer,  "  '•  Sword  Bearer. 

Sentinel,  "  •*  Sentinel. 

All  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  ballot,  at  the  last  stated  meeting- 
before  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient. 
Every  member  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  and  hold  office,  who  is  not  in  arrears  to 
the  Gommandery,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  necessary  to  an 
election. 

Abt.  IV.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  E.*.  Gommander  to  preside  when  present,  to 
see  the  By-Laws  are  duly  observed;  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  to  see  that  correct  retnms  are  made  annually  to  the  Grand  Gom- 
mandery. In  the  absence  of  the  E.".  Gommander,  the  Generalissimo  may  pre- 
side; if  both  are  absent,  the  Gaptain  General  shall  take  the  chair.  But  either 
may  call  to  his  assistance  any  Past  Eminent  Gommander. 

Abt.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  receive  all  moneys  from  the 
hands  of  the  Recorder,  make  correct  entries  of  the  same,  and  pay  them  out  by 
order  of  the  E.*.  Gommander,  and  the  consent  of  the  Gommandery,  ezc^t 
otherwise  provided  for. 

Abt.  YI.  The  duty  of  the  Recorder  shall  be  to  keep  a  faithful  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Gommandery,  receive  all  moneys  due  the  Gommandery,  pay 
them  over  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  appertain  to  his  office  when  required  of  him  by  the  £.*.  Gom- 
mander.   For  the  above  services  he  ahall  be  paid  $ annually. 

Abt.  YII.  The  Sentinel,  in  addition  to  his  traditional  duties,  shall  have  charge 
of  the  rooms  and  furniture  of  the  Gommandery,  and  shall  keep  them  in  proper 
order.    He  shall,  also,  perform  the  duties  of   Steward,  and  as  compensation 
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therefor  shall  be  paid  $ for  each  meeting,  and  $ for  each  Order  con- 
ferred. 

Abt.  VIII.  The  £.*.  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Captain  Qen^ral,  shall 
constitute  a  standixig  Committee  of  Charity,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  haye 
power  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
to  relieve  each  distressed  Sir  Knight,  his  widow  or  orphan. 

Abt.  IX.  No  petition  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  conferred  by  this  Com- 
mandery  shall  be  received  from  any  one  who  has  not  taken  all  the  Degrees 
from  Entered  Apprentice  to  Royal  Arch,  inclusive. 

Abt.  X.  All  applications  for  the  Orders  conferred  in  this  Commandery,  or 
for  membership,  shall  De  made  in  writing,  at  a  stated  meeting,  recommended 
by  two  members.  The  E.*.  Commander  shall  appoint  a  Committee  of  three 
Sir  Knights  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  stated  meeting.  After  the  report  is 
made,  the  ballot  shall  be  spread,  when  all  present,  members  of  this  Command- 
ery, shall  have  a  right  to  vote.  When  only  one  black  ball  appears,  the  ballot 
shall  be  retaken.  Should  it  be  repeated,  the  applicant  is  rejected.  The  appli- 
cation, in  the  case  of  petition  for  the  Orders,  may  be  renewed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  mouths.  Applicants  for  membership,  if  elected,  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  $ 

Abt.  XI.  Every  member  of  this  Commandery  shall  pay  annual  dues  to  the 
amount  of  f to  the  Recorder. 

Abt.  XII.  Any  one  taking  the  Orders  in  this  Commandery  shall  be  considered 
a  member  thereof,  unless  he  dimits,  or  otherwise  forfeits  his  membership. 

Abt.  XIII.  Any  member  wishing  to  dimit  shall  make  it  known  to  the  Com- 
mandery, in  writing,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same,  provided  no  charges 
appear  against  him,  and  he  is  not  in  arrears  to  the  Commandery. 

Each  member  is  entitled  to  a  Diploma  by  paying  the  Recorder  $ there- 
for. 

Abt.  XIV.  The  fees  for  the  Orders  *of  Knighthood  conferred  in  this  Com- 
mandery shall  not  be  Um  than  fifty  dollars,  and  the  Recorder  shall  be  responsi- 
ble to  this  Commandery  for  the  same. 

Abt.  XV.  A  Companion  elected  to  take  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  this 
Commandery,  who  shall  not  receive  the  same  in  six  months  after  being  noti- 
fied thereof,  his  election  shall  be  void. 

Abt.  XVI.  Should  any  member  so  far  forget  his  duty  as  Sir  Knight,  as  to  be 
guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  reprimand,  suspension  or 
expulsion  from  his  Commandery,  as  shall  be  determined  after  due  trial,  which 
shall  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  Rules  for  Trial. 

Abt.  XVII.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  twice  upon  the 
same  subject,  except  by  consent  of  the  E.*.  Commander.  Sir  Knit^hts,  not 
members,  can  only  speak  by  consent  of  the  Commandery. 

Abt.  XVIII.  If  any  member  shall  be  in  arrears  for  dues  for  twelve  months, 
he  shall  be  notified  of  that  fact  by  the  Recorder,  and  if  they  remain  unpaid 
until  he  owes  two  years'  dues,  he  shall  forfeit  bis  membership,  and  only  be 
reinstated  by  paying  up  all  arrearages.  But  the  Commandery  can  excuse  the 
payment  of  dues,  under  peculiar  circumstances. 

Abt.  XIX.  The  Qrand  Commandery  alone  has  power  to  suspend,  alter  or 
amend  these  By-Laws.  The  Subordinate  Commanderies  have  the  right  to  fill 
all  blanks,  provided  it  is  done  in  accordance  with  these  By-Laws. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER. 


1.  After  the  Commandery  is  opened  in  dae  form,  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
Stated  and  Special  Meetings  shall  be  read,  which,  if  approved  by  the  Com- 
mandery,  shall  be  signed  by  the  £.'.  Commander  and  Recorder. 

2.  Unfinished  Business. 

3.  Reports' of  Committees. 

4.  Petitions  for  the  Orders  and  Membership. 

5.  Motions  and  Resolutions. 

Any  one  wishing  to  speak,  shall  arise  and  respectfully  address  the  K.'  Com 
mander. 

The  £.*.  Commander  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order 
A  majority  shall  govern  when  not  otherwise  provided. 
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RULES    FOR 

Subordinate  Commanderies  on  Trials. 


I.  The  Eminent  Commander  of  each  Commandery  shall  appoint  a  Standing 
Committee  of  three,  to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  Complaints  and  Oflfenses, 
\vho  shall  take  cognizance  of  all  nnknightly  conduct  on  the  part  of  members 
of  the  Commandery,  or  other  Sir  Knights  within  its  jnrisdiction,  which  may 
come  nnder  their  own  obserration,  or  of  which  they  may  be  informed  by  any 
Sir  Knight.  Said  Committee  shall,  without  delay,  investigate  the  matter;  and 
if  of  sufficient  importance,  shall  report  npon  the  same  to  the  Commandery — 
preferring  charges*  and  specifications,  if  necessary. 

II.  If  charges  and  specifications  are  reported,  the  Recorder  shall,  forthwith, 
furnish  the  accused  with  a  copy  of  the  same,  and  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee; and  notify  him  that  he  will  be  put  upon  his  trial  at  a  day  fixed  by  the 
Commandery ;  of  which  time,  the  accused  shall  have  twenty  days*  notice. 

III.  At  the  day  so  fixed,  the  accused  shall  be  tried  upon  the  charges  and  spec- 
ifications; unless  he  or  the  prosecutor  show  good  cause  for  a  continuance. 

IV.  If  the  accused  shall  evade  notice,  or  if  the  Recorder,  after  diligent  in- 
quiry for  four  months,  shall  be  unable  to  -ascertain  his  residence,  so  that  notice 
may  be  served  on  him,  the  Commandery  may  then  proceed  to  trial  as  if  he  had 
been  regularly  notified. 

V.  After  the  case  has  been  made  up  according  to  these  rules,  the  Comman- 
dery may,  if  it  thinks  proper,  remove  the  same  for  trial  to  any  neighboring 
Commandery,  by  consent  of  accused.  There  is  no  masonic  obligation  on  the 
neighboring  Commandery  to  comply,  but  courtesy  should  induce  it  to  do  so. 
If  the  Commandery,  or  the  Eminent  Commander,  should  be  satisfied  that  such 
prejudice  exists  against  either  party,  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot  be 
had,  or  that  the  harmony  of  the  Commandery  will  be  disturbed  or  marred  by 
the  investigation,  the  case  may  be  removed  to  a  neighboring  Commandery;  il 
necessary,  the  authority  of  the  Orand  Commander  may  be  invoked  to  secure 
such  result. 

YI.  When  the  Commandery  is  ready  for  trial,  the  charges  and  specifications 
shall  be  read.  Testimony  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  shall  then  be  pro- 
duced, and  when  that  is  completed,  the  accused  will  introduce  his  testimony* 
All  the  testimony  must  be  taken  down  in  writing  by  the  Recorder,  except  such 
as  has  already  been  filed. 

VII.  All  testimony,  whether  of  Templars  or  others,  shall  be  taken  upon 
honor;  and  such  as  cannot  be  taken  in  the  Asylum  shall  be  taken  before  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Commander. 

Vni.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Complaints  and  0£Penses  shall  act 
as  prosecutor,  unless  some  member  becomes  so  by  having  brought  the  charges 
before  the  Committee. 

IX.  When  the  evidence  is  closed,  the  prosecutor,  or  any  Knight  he  may  select 
in  his  behalf,  may  comment  upon  the  same.  The^accused,  or  ai^y  Knight  he 
may  desire  to  represent  him,  may  be  heard  in  reply.  After  these  comments 
are  through,  the  accused  and  the  prosecutor  shall  withdraw  from  the  Asylum ; 
after  which  any  Knight  can  express  his  views  of  th3  entire  matter. 

X.  A  vote  shall  then  be  taken  by  ballot^  upon  each  specification  under  each 
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charge  in  their  order,  the  proeeoator,  (the  Knight  preferring  the  charge,  and 
not  the  Committee,)  not  being  permitted  to  vote;  and  it  shall  require  a 
vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  to  sustain  any  specification  or 
charge. 

XL  When  the  charges  shall  have  been  voted  upon,  if  any  shall  be  sostained, 
the  Gommandery  shall  proceed  to  vote  (the  proseontor  excluded)  upon  the  in- 
fliction of  punishment,  the  grades  of  which  are  as  follows: 

1.  Expulsion. 

2.  Indefinite  Suspension. 

3.  Suspension  for  a  definite  period. 

4.  Reprimand. 

XII.  The  highest  order  of  punishment  shall  firf«t  be  proposed;  if  it  be  not 
sustained,  then  the  next  milder  punishment,  until  the  grade  be  fixed;  and  no 
greater  number  of  votes  shall  be  required  to  inflict  the  punishment  than  is 
necessary  to  sustain  a  charge;  except  that  a  majority  of  two- thirds  shall  be 
necessary  to  suspend  indefinitely,  and  of  three-fourths  to  expel.  The  accused 
shall  then  be  admitted  and  informed  of  the  action  of  the  Gommandery. 

XIII.  When  any  Knight  has  been  convicted  of  unmasonic  conduct,  the  Com- 
mander presiding  at  the  trial,  or  the  Gommandery,  may  for  good  cause 
shown,  grant  a  new  trial.  But  only  one  new  trial  shall  be  so  granted  in  any 
case. 

XIV.  The  prosecutor  or  the  accused,  if  either  deem  himself  or  the  Order  of 
Knighthood  injured  by  the  decision  of  the  Gommandery  in  any  trial,  may  with- 
in three  months  after  such  decision,  file  with  the  Gommandery,  written  notice 
of  his  desire  to  appeal  to  the  Grand  Gommandery,  which  notice  shall  set  forth 
his  objections  to  the  action  of  the  Gommandery;  and  a  list  of  such  papers  as 
he  desires  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Gommandery. 

XV.  The  Commander  shall  thereupon  grant  the  appeal  prayed  for,  and  shall 
send  up,  directed  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  a  copy  of  the  Record  of  the  Trial, 
signed  by  himself,  and  certified  by  the  Recorder  under  the  seal  of  the  Gom- 
mandery, which  record  shall  contain  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications; 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Complaints  and  Offenses;  a  copy  of  all  the 
testimony,  for  and  against  the  accused;  and  the  origin  Us,  or  a  correct  copy 
of  all  papers  used  upon  the  trial  as  evidence,  together  with  a  copy  of  appellant's 
notice  of  appeal,  and  all  the  papers  he  has  desired,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Grand  Gommandery. 

XVI.  The  Recorder  shall  certify  that  the  record  contains  said  original  papers 
or  true  copies,  and  a  true  transcript  of  all  the  testimony  introduced  on  the 
trial;  and  he  shall  append  to  the  record  a  descriptive  list  of  all  the  papers 
sent  up. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  AND  DECISIONS. 

COMPILED  FROM   PROCEEDINGS   GRAND   OOMMANDERY   OF   MIS- 
SISSIPPI, 1873  TO  1884. 


1.  The  Grand  Commander  in  person,  or  by  some  Sir  Knight  duly  commis- 
sioned as  Deputy,  in  possession  of  the  charter  of  the  new  Commandery,  signed 
4Uid  sealed,  must  cause  the  Sir  Knights  named  therein  to  assemble  in  their 
Asylum.  The  Grand  Commander,  or  Deputy,  will  perform  the  ceremony  of 
constituting  and  dedicating  a  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  in  due 
form.  The  Grand  Commander  or  Deputy  will  then  install  the  officers  named 
in  the  charter  in  due  form.  An  election  will  then  be  held  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  list  of  officers.    1873. 

2.  Decided,  that  visiting  Sir  Knights,  not  members  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery, are  not  eligible  for  service  on  committees.     1873. 

3.  I  have  decided  that  where  an  officer  is  re-elected  in  a  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  be  '  re-installed  to 
qualify  him  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.     1874. 

4.  I  have  decided  that  a  Sir  Knight  cannot  be  an  active  member  of  two  char- 
tered Commanderies  at  the  same  time.  He  may  be  active  in  one  and  an  hon- 
orary member  in  many.     1874. 

5.  A  Mason  who  cannot  write  is  ineligible  to  .receive  the  Orders  of  Knight- 
hood.    1875. 

6.  Sir  Knights  have  no  right  to  appear  in  a  Masomc  procession,  or  any  other, 
wearing  the  uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar,  unless  under  the  authority  and 
command  of  either  a  Grand  Officer  or  the  Senior  Officer  of  their  Commandery. 
-Id. 

7.  No  dispensation  is  necesary  to  authorize  a  Subordinate  Commandery  to 
parade  in  full  dress  or  otherwise,  on  a  Masonic  festival  day,  or  at  a  funeral. 
— /rf. 

8.  In  the  election  of  candidates  to  receive  the  Orders,  one  ballot  is  sufficient 
for  Red  Cross,  Templar  and  Malta,  where  the  applicant  receives  all  the  Orders 
at  the  same  conclave,  or  within  six  months  after  first  ballot  is  had. — Id, 

9.  The  warrant  or  charter  of  a  Commandery  must  aiways  be  within  the  Asy- 
lum, not  only  at  the  opening,  but  throughout  the  conclave. — Id. 

10.  A  Commandery  is  not  required  to  pay  dues  on  a  Sir  Knight  who  is  an 
honorary  member  of  said  Commandery,  he  being  an  active  member  of  some 
other  Commandery  at  the  same  time.  Honorary  membership  confers  no  right 
to  vote,  neither  rank  nor  standing  in  a  Commandery,  but  is  merely  complimen- 
tary. Honorary  members  should  not  be  enrolled  with  active  members  on  annual 
returns,  but  separate  and  distinct. — Id. 

11.  lUsolvedj  That  each  and  every  E.\  Commander  of  this  jurisdiction  are 
hereby  commanded  to  discipline  and  punish  all  Sir  Knights  who  do  persist  in 
the  infamous  practice  of  drunkenness  or  profanity;  and  any  Commandery  fail- 
ing to  carry  out  the  law  in  this  respect,  shall  subject  itself  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble by  this  Grand  Commandery. — 1876. 

12.  Commissions  to  Grand  Representatives  at  other  Grand  Commanderies 
Are  for  life,  unless  sooner  revoked  by  the  Grand  Commandery. — 1876. 
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18.  No  Sir  Knight  within  this  Jurisdiction  shall  represent  more  than  one  Grand 
Commandery  at  the  same  time;  and  in  the  case  [of  Sir  Knights  who  remoTa- 
from  Jurisdiction,  or  who  become  non-affiliates,  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  notify 
the  Grand  Gommanderies  whose  commissions  they  hold,  of  their  status,  and  re- 
quest that  such  commissions  be  revoked. — 1876. 

14.  The  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  shall  receive  a» 
compensation  for  preparing  the  report,  the  "honor"  of  the  appointment;  and 
the  report  shall  not  be  published  in  the  proceedings  unless  there  are  funds  in 
the  treasury  to  pay  for  the  same. — 1876. 

15.  It  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Commandery  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  hereafter  so  condense  their  report  so  that  it  shall  not  exceed  fortj 
pages  of  printed  matter;  and  should  the  committee  exceed  this  limit  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Grand  Recorder  to  condense  the  report  so  as  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  this  resolution. — 1879. 

16.  None  but  Knights  Templar  are  entitled,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  Templar 
honors,  and  hence  the  impropriety  in  the  acceptance  by  a  Commandery  of  the 
invitation  of  a  Blue  Lodge  or  Royal  Arch  Chapter  to  escort  them  at  the  funer> 
al  of  a  brother  or  companion.     1876. 

17.  It  is  not  in  accord  with  Knightly  hospitality  and  generosity  to  compel 
an  elected  candidate  who  fails  to  come  forward  at  the  appointed  time  to  receive 
the  degrees,  to  pay  the  expense  incident  to  preparation  therefor. — 1876. 

18.  Your  committee  ard  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any- 
Grand  Commandery  to  place  other  restrictions  upon  applicants  for  the  Orders 
of  Knighthood  than  those  imposed  by  the  constitution  furnished  by  the  Grand 
Encampment. — 1876. 

19.  The  status  of  a  Sir  Knight  who  dimitted  from  one  Commandery,  and  was 
a  petitioner  for  a  dispensation  for  another,  and  who  died  before  the  dispensa- 
tion was  granted,  was  that  of  a  non-affiliate  in  regular  standing.  His  widow, 
if  worthy,  is  entitled  to  the  aid  and  sympathy  of  Knights  Templar  wherever 
found  — 1876. 

20.  A  non-affiliate  is  not  entitled  to  Templar  aid. — 1876. 

21.  That  CYcept  for  Masonic  duty,  or  for  the  extension  or  reception  of  Knight- 
ly courtesies,  parades  in  regalia  cannet  be  admitted. — 1877. 

22.  The  Generalissimo  of  a  Commandery  U.  D.,  in  the  absence  of  E.*.  C.*., 
can  open  the  Commandery  and  transact  any  proper  business,  including  confer- 
ring the  Orders  of  Knighthood. — 1877. 

23.  A  Sir  Knight  is  entitled  to  his  dimit  upon  request  in  open  Commandery 
at  a  stated  conclave,  provided  his  dues  are  paid  and  no  charges  pending  against 
him.— 1878. 

24.  As  to  the  liability  of  Sir  Knights  for  dues  to  the  Commandery  to  which 
they  belonged  at  the  time  they  petitioned  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Comman- 
dery, I  replied  that  they  owed  dues  to  the  old  Commandery  up  to  the  time  they 
lost  their  membership  therein,  which  was  when  the  new  Commandery  was  con- 
stituted and  dedicated.  On  this  point,  the  action  of  last  Qrand  Encampment 
was  that  signing  a  petition  for  a  new  Commandery  suspends  membership  in 
the  old,  and  the  issuance  of  the  charter  severs  it. — 1878. 

25.  Hereafter,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  each  Annual  Grand  Conclave, 
the  Grand  Commandery  will  attend,  in  a  body,  some  place  dedicated  to  the  wor- 
ship of  Almighty  God,  and  there  offer  up  to  the  Throne  of  Divine  Grace,  its 
prayers  and  supplications,  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Order. 
The  Commandery  stationed  at  the  place  where  each  Annual  Conclave  is  held 
will  be  expected  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.     1878. 

26.  The  Tactics  edited  by  H.  B.  Grant  are  fuller  and  better  suited  to  the  Asylum 
and  to  public  occasions  than  others  examined,  and  we  recommend  that  Grand 
Recorder  be  authorized  to  purchase  a  sufficient  number  thereof  so  as  to  furnish 
one  copy  to  each  Commandery,  and  one  to  each  of  the  first  four  officers  of  the 
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Grand  Commandery. — 1882,  p,  22.  Tour  oommittee  would  reoommend  the 
definite  and  permanent  adoption  of  Grant's  Tactics  as  being  probably  the  best 
adapted  to  general  nse. — 1883,  p,  16. 

27.  Besolved,  That  where  Subordinate  Commanderies  shall  hereafter  reinstate  a 
Sir  Knight  who  had  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  does,  the  Grand  Oom- 
mandery  will  not  require  back  dues  on  account  of  same,  and  that  the  several 
Commanderies  are  recommended  to  remit  all  dues  accrued  after  date  of  ^  sus- 
pension, inasmuch  as  the  suspended  Sir  Knights  enjoy  no  Gommandery  rights 
or  priyileges  during  such  period;  and  that  *he  Commanderies  be  requested  to 
make  such  action  known  to  all  who  have  been  dropped  from  their  rolls  for  fail- 
ure to  pay  dues. — 1883,  p.  19. 
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OF    THE 

GRAND   ENCAMPMENT   OE   KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 

OF    THE 

UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA. 

1877. 


SECTION   1— Appeal. 


1.  An  expelled  or  suspended  Knight  has  the  right  of  appeal  to  his  Grand 
Oommandery. 

2.  An  appeal  taken  from  expulsion,  or  indefinite  suspension,  does  not  sus- 
pend the  judgment  appealed  from.  In  other  cases  an  appeal  operates  as  a 
supersedeas, 

3.  If  the  judgment  appealed  from  be  reversed,  the  Knight  who  was  under 
discipline  is  thereby  restored  to  good  standing  and  membership  in  his  Com- 
mandery. 

4.  A  Grand  Commandery,  upon  an  appeal,  may  modify  the  judgment  of  itit 
subordinates. 

5.  If  a  Grand  Oommandery  shall  restore  an  expelled  or  suspended  Knight 
to  good  standing  merely,  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  give  a  certificate  to  that 
effect. 

6.  An  appeal  taken  and  abandoned,  leaves  the  judgment  in  full  force. 

7.  A  Grand  Gommandery  acting  upon  an  appeal,  may  admit  the  appellant 
to  argue  his  own  case,  although  he  may  have  been  expelled  by  his  Gommandery. 

8.  An  accused  may  be  represented  bv  counsel  at  all  stages  of  the  trial; 
provided,  such  counsel  shall  be  a  Knight  Templar  in  good  standing. 

9.  A  decision  of  a  Grand  Gommandery  is  final,  and  no  appeal  to  the  Grand 
Encampment  can  be  taken,  unless  the  decision  involves  a  construction  of  the 
Gonstitution,  Gode  of  Statutes,  or  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

SEGTION  II— Absentees. 

A  member  of  a  Gommandery  has  the  right  to  know  all  the  transactions  at 
the  conclaves  of  his  Gommandery,  whether  affecting  himself  or  not. 

SEGTION  III— "Adjoubn." 
The  Grand  Encampment  and  Grand  Commanderies  ^^adjoum,^* 

SEGTION   IV— ABSEflBMENTS. 

1.  A  Gommandery,  Grand  Gommandery,  and  the  Grand  Encampment,  re- 
spectively, has  the  right  to  levy  and  collect  such  pro  rtUa  assessments  as  may- 
be needed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  body. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  any  special  law,  a  majority  vote  may  determine  the 
propriety  of  an  assessment  and  the  amount  thereof;  provided,  however,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Subordinate  Gommandery  may  appeal  to  his  Grand  Gommandery,  if 
he  feels  aggrieved  by  such  assessment,  and  claims  that  it  is  in  violation  of 
Templar  law. 
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SECTION  V— Ballot. 

1.  The  ballot  upon  a  petition  for  the  Ordera,  or  for  membership,  must  be 
secret,  and  it  must  be  saored;  and  it  can  be  taken  only  at  a  stated  oonolave,  nn- 
less  by  written  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

2.  Every  member  present  when  a  ballot  is  taken  is  required  to  vote,  unless 
excused  by  the  Commandery  before  the  balloting  has  commenced. 

3.  An  Eminent  Commander,  upon  good  cause  shown,  may  order  one  re-bal- 
lot, before  the  result  of  the  ballot  has  been  recorded,  and  before  any  member 
of  the  Commandery  has  left  the  asylum. 

SECTION  VI— BusiNBSP. 

1.  All  business  of  the  Commandery  must  be  transacted  in  the  asylum,  and 
at  a  stated  conclave,  or  at  a  special  conclave;  due  notice  of  such  conclave  and 
of  the  business  to  be  transacted,  having  been  given  to  each  member  of  the 
Commandery.  Arrangements  for  the  funeral  of  a  .Knight  may  be  made,  and 
the  Orders  may  be  conferred,  at  special  conclaves. 

SECTION  VII— BuBiAL. 

1.  When  a  Knight  is  buried  by  his  Commandery,  the  burial  ceremDuy  ap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1859  must  be  observed. 

2.  An  unaffiliated  Knight  Templar  is  not  entitled  to  the  honors  of  Knightly 
burial. 

3.  A  Commandery  may  perform  escort  duty  at  the  burial  of  a  Knight  by 
his  Lodge,  when  so  requested. 

SECTION  VIII— <;hartkk. 

1.  A  Grand  Commandery  cannot  be  constituted  without  the  Warrant  of  the 
Grand  Master,  although  the  Grand  Encampment  has  authorized  its  formation. 

2.  A  Subordinate  Commandery  cannot  be  constituted  without  a  duly  exe- 
cuted charter. 

3.  If  a  Commandery  should  lose  its  charter,  the  Grand  Commander  can 
authorize  it  to  hold  conclaves  and  transact  business,  by  issuing  an  order  setting 
forth  the  facts;  which  order  j  h  iU  have  the  effect  of  a  charter  until  a  duplicate 
shall  be  issued  by  the  Grand  Com  nandery. 

4.  No  Commandery  can  surrender  its  charter  so  long  as  there  are  nine  mem- 
bers of  the  Commandery  who  denire  and  are  able  to  work  under  said  charter, 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

6  When  the  charter  of  a  Commandery  shall  have  been  surrendered  or  ar- 
rested, the  members  thereof  in  good  standing  shall,  upon  payment  of  their 
dues  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  be  entitled,  upon  proper  application,  to  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  good  standing  from  the  Grand  Recorder  having  charge  of  the 
books  and  effects  of  the  Commandery;  provided,  however,  in  case  of  the  arrest 
of  the  charter,  the  Grand  Commander  may  suspend,  and  the  Grand  Command- 
ery may  prohibit  the  issuing  of  such  certificates  to  those  whose  actions  or  neg- 
lect of  duty  may  have  caused  the  arrest  of  the  charter. 

6.  A  charter  surrendered  or  arrested  cannot  be  granted  to  form  a  new  Com- 
mandery, but  may  be  restored  to  the  former  members  in  good  Templar  stand- 
ing, who  are  unaffiliated. 

7.  In  this  case,  it  is  not  proper  to  constitute  the  Commandery  again. 

SECTION    IX— COMMANDESIKS. 

1.  A  dispensation  or  charter  to  form  a  new  Commandery  cannot  be  granted 
except  upon  a  petition  of  at  least  nine  Knights  Templar  in  good  standing. 

2.  Petitioners  for  a  new  Commandery  need  not  dimit  from  other  Command- 
eries. 

3.  The  petition  for  a  dispensation  must  have  endorsed  upon  it  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commandery  nearest  the  location  designated  for  the  new 
one. 

4.  If  the  new  Commandery  is  to  be  stationed  in  a  city  where  is  more  than 
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one  Gommandery,  two  of  those  located  in  snob  city  must  recommend  the  peti- 
tion. 

5.  No  dispensation  or  charter  can  be  granted  to  organize  a  traveling  or 
itinerant  Oommandery. 

6.  A  Gommandery  under  dispensation  cannot  be  constituted. 

7.  When  a  Gommandery  V.  D.  ceases  to  exist,  it  cannot  be  revived. 

8.  Its  officers  cannot  be  elected  or  inslalled. 

9.  It  cannot  be  represented  in  a  Grand  Body. 

10.  Except  as  above  specified,  it  has  the  same  rights  and  powers  as  a  char- 
tered Gommandery. 

11.  Knights  created  in  a  Gommandery  U.  D.  are  members  thereof,  and  sus- 
tain the  exact  relation  to  that  Gommandery  and  to  other  Templars  which  is  sas- 
tained  by  those  Knighted  in  chartered  Gommanderies. 

12.  When  a  Orand  Gommandery  is  formed  in  a  jurisdiction  in  which  there 
is  a  Gommandery  U.  D.,  the  latter  comes  at  once  under  the  authority  of  the 
former,  and  should  report  to  it,  and  obtain  from  it  or  its  Grand  Gommander  a 
continuance  of  its  dispensation. 

18.  A  Gommandery  is  created  by  the  grant  of  a  charter,  which  is  the  proper 
evidence  of  the  fact,  and  becomes  effective  only  when  tho  Gommandery  shall 
have  been  constituted  under  it. 

14.  No  Gommandery  shall  be  constituted  until  it  is  provided  with  a  suitable 
asylum,  properly  lurnished. 

15.  When  constituted,  report  thereof  should  be  made  to  the  Grand  Maater 
or  Grand  Gommander  (as  the  case  may  be)  and  the  Grand  Recorder. 

16.  The  officers  can  only  be  installed  after  the  Gommandery  shall  have  been 
duly  constituted  in  the  presence  of  at  least  nine  of  its  members. 

17.  The  officers  of  a  Gommandery  which  has  not  been  constituted  are  not 
members  of  the  Grand  Gommandery,  and  cannot  vote  therein,  although  the 
charter  of  their  Gommandery  has  been  issued. 

18.  Upon  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Gommandery,  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Subordinate  within  its  jurisdiction  to  enroll  itself  under  such  Grand  Gommand- 
ery, have  its  charter  endorsed  thereby,  and  to  obey  its  Constitution  and 
Statutes. 

19.  A  Subordinate  Gommandery  cannot  be  under  the  authority  of,  or  belong 
to,  any  Grand  Gommandery  but  the  one  having  jurisdiction  over  the  State, 
Territory,  or  District  in  which  it  is  located. 

20.  A  Gommandery  failing  to  meet  for  twelve  consecutive  months,  forfeite 
all  of  its  rights  as  a  Gommandery,  and  its  charter  should  be  arrested. 

21.  If  a  Grand  Gommandery  should  dissolve,  its  subordinates  do  not  for 
that  cause  cease  to  exist;  but  pass  at  once  under  the  immediate  authority  of 
the  Grand  Encampment. 

22.  Gommanderies  shall  not  appear  in  public,  as  sach,  without  permission 
of  the  Grand  Gommander,  except  upon  funeral  occasions. 

23.  When  Gommanderies  appear  in  public,  in  their  own  State  or  out  of  it, 
they  are  under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  Grand  Gommander,  if  he  chooses 
to  assume  the  command.  If  he  is  not  present,  the  officer  upon  whom,  under 
the  Gonstitation,  his  duties  devolve,  may  act  in  his  place.  But  all  are  under 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Gommander  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  may  at  the 
time  be. 

24.  Subordinate  Gommanderies  "close" — they  do  not  "call  off"  or  adjourn." 
— See  title  "adjourn." 

SEGTION  X— CoNFBB  Obdkbs. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Eminent  Gommander,  the  Generalissimo,  and  in  the 
absence  of  both,  the  Gaptain  General,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  three,  the  Past 
Gommander  according  to  seniority  of  service,  may  preside,   and  confer  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood.     [See  Proceedings  1887,  3.  page  172.] 
SEGTION  XI— DsBATE. 
When  the  presiding  officer  wishes  the  debate  to  dose,  he  rises;  and  that  ends 
the  discussion. 
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SECTION  XII— DBOI8ION8. 
Ail  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  approved  or  modified  hj  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  all  decisions  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  be   digested  and 
published  as  a  Supplement  to  the  Code  of  Statutes.    The  digest  to  be  made  by 
a  "Special  Committee."     [See  Proceedings  1887,  pp.  182, 196.] 

SECTION  Xni— DiMiTs, 
A  member  of  a  Commandery  may   receive  a   dimit  without  a  vote  of  the 
Commandery,  at  a  stated  conclave,  upon  request  made  in  open  Commandery ; 
provided,  his  dues  shall   have  been  paid,  and  no  charges  are  pending  against 
him. 

SECTION  XIV— Emotions. 

1.  All  elections,  in  all  Templar  bodies,  must  be  by  ballot. 

2.  Blanks  are  not  votes,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  such  in  the  election  of 
officers. 

SECTION  XV— Eminbnt  Commandeb. 

1.  An  Eminent  Commander  may  be  suspended  by  his  Grand  Commander, 
or  the  officer  acting  as  such,  in  his  own  State,  or  out  of  it  with  his  Command- 
ery; and  this  suspension  continues  until  revoked  by  the  Grand  Commander,  or 
reversed  by  trial.  But  suspension  from  office  does  not  a£Pect  his  membership 
in  his  Commandery. 

2.  An  Eminent  Commander  cannot  be  tried  by  his  own  Commandery,  but 
by  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  by  the  Grand  Encampment  where  there  is  no 
Grand  Commandery. 

SECTION  XVI— ExTiNOT  Commandbbiss. 
1.     When  a  Commandery  has  ceased  to  exist,  its  members  may  join  another 
Commandery,  upon  petition,  and  certificate  from  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the 
8tate  holding  the  charter  and  papers  of  the  extinct  Commandery  that  his  stand- 
ing therein  was  good  when  said  Commandery  ceased  to  exist. 

SECTION  XVII— Expulsion  ob  Suspension. 

1.  The  suspension  or  expulrtion  of  a  Knight  by  his  Commandery  deprives 
him  of  all  the  riglits  and  privileges  of  Knighthood,  so  long  as  the  judgment 
remains  in  force. 

2.  Expulsion  or  suspension  from  his  Masonic  rights,  by  his  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter, deprives  a  Knight  of  all  rights  and  privileges  in  his  Commandery,  and  of 
all  intercourse  with  the  Order. 

3.  In  such  case,  a  certificate  of  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  of  its  action,  must  be 
filed  with  the  Recorder  of  the  Commandery,  and  a  minute  should  be  made  of 
the  reception  of  such  certificate,  and  of  its  legal  e£Pect,  to- wit:  that  the 
Knight  is  thereby  divested  of  his  Knightly  rank,  and  of  all  its  privileges. 

4.  The  certificate  from  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  must  show  not  only  the  fact 
of  suspension  or  expulsion,  but  also  that  the  body  had  jurisdiction. 

5.  If  a  certificate  of  the  facts  cannot  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Lodge  or  Chapter,  they  may  be  proved  by  oral  testimony;  and  the  same  entry 
should  be  made  as  required  in  paragraph  8. 

6.  When  the  expulsion  or  suspension  is  made  or  confirmed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  Commandery  cannot  go  be- 
hind the  record  or  adjudicate  upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction. 

7.  A  Knight  who  has  been  expelled  by  his  Commandery  may  be  restored  by 
a  two- thirds  vote  to  good  standing. 

8.  If  suspended  by  his  Commandery,  a  majority  vote  will  restore  to  good 
standing. 

9.  In  either  case  of  suspension  or  expulsion  by  his  Commandery,  the  Knight 
<mn  be  restored  to  membership  only  upon  petition  and  unanimous  ballot. 

10.  Wheif  the  suspension  or  expulsion  from  the  Commandery  was  the  result 
of  suspension  or  expulsion  by   Lodge  or  Chapter,  a  certificate  of  his  restora- 
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tion  in  the  body  which  disciplined  him  will  restore  the  Knight  to  good  standing 
and  membership. 

11.  In  case  of  suspension,  the  restoration  of  the  Knight  to  his  Lodge  or 
Chapter  restores  him  to  Knightly  standing. 

SECTION  XVIII~Feiw. 
The  prescribed  fees  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  cannot  be  remitted  by  a 
Commandery,  directly  or  indirectly. 

SECTION  XIX— FoBMGN  Knights. 
A  Knight  Templar  created  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  who  has  not  received 
the  Order  of  Red  Cross,  may,  at  his  examination,  take  the  vow  and  have  that 
Order  communicated  to  him,  and  thereafter  may  be  admitted  to  the  asylom. 
SECTION  XX— Oband  Commandebibb. 

1.  A  Grand  Commandery  can  be  formed  only  in  a  State,  Territory  or  Dis- 
trict, where  none  exists,  and  only  upon  petition  of  at  least  three  chartered 
Commanderies. 

2.  The  Warrant  of  the  Grand  Master  is  necessary,  although  the  Grand  En- 
campment may  have  authorized  a  Warrant  to  be  issued. 

8.  Each  Subordinate  Commandery  must  be  represented,  and  there  mnat  be 
at  least  nine  members  present. 

4.  When  a  W^arrant  is  duly  issued,  a  convocation  of  the  representatives  of 
at  least  three  of  the  petitioning  Commanderies  is  held;  the  Warrant  of  the 
Grand  Master  is  read;  credentials  are  examined  and  approved;  a  resolution  is 
adopted  agreeing  to  form  a  Grand  Commandery;  a  Code  of  Statutes  is  adopted, 
and  officers  are  elected  and  installed.  All  of  these  proceedings  must  be  en- 
tered upon  the  journal;  and  due  report  thereof  made  to  the  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

5.  The  Commanderies  rank  according  to  the  dates  of  their  charters;  and  the 
Eminent  Commander  of  the  oldest  Commandery  is.  by  courteny,  entitled  to 
command  or  preside  until  a  Grand  Commander  is  elected  and  installed. 

6.  A  Grand  Commandery  once  formed  continues  to  exist  as  long  as  it  haH 
nine  members;  when  the  number  of  it«  constitutional  members  becomes  lesi* 
than  nine,  it  becomes  extinct. 

SECTION    XXI— Healing. 

1.  Healing  consists  in  re-obligating  the  Knight,  and  correcting  what  has 
been  done  amiss  at  his  creation. 

2.  The  Grand  Commandery,  or  Grand  Commander  (by  its  authority),  in 
whose  jurisdiction  a  Knight  was  irregularly  created,  has  power  to  heal  him. 

3.  This  power  may  be  delegated  to  a  Subordinate  Commandery  or  an  Emi- 
nent Commander. 

4.  One  Knighted  in  a  clandestine  manner,  or  in  a  spurious  Commandery, 
cannot  be  healed. 

SECTION  XXII— Illegal  Commandkbies. 
All  Commanderies  or  pretended  Commanderies  are  spurious,  unless  held  on- 
der  a  dispensation  or  charter,  as  herein  prescribed;   and   all  communication 
with  such  bodies  is  forbidden,  and   also  all  recognition  and  intercourse  with 
their  members  as  Knights. 

SECTION    XXIII— iNlfOBMATlOH. 

Knights  desiring  information  relative  to  any  point  in  law  or  usage  of  Tem- 
plar Masonry,  should  apply  to  their  Eminent  Commander,  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander, if  necessary,  shall  apply  to  his  Grand  Commander,  and  the  Grand 
Commander,  in  turn,  to  the  Grand  Master. 

SECTION  XXIV—lNBTALL  Offzoxbs. 
1.    The  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  may  be  installed  bv  the  Grand 
Master,  or  by  a  Past  Grand  Master.    If  none  such  are  present  then  by  the 
oldest  Past  Grand  Commander,  (by  service)  who  may  be  present. 
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2.  The  officers  of  a  Grand  Commandery  may  be  installed  by  either  of  the 
first  four  officers  of  the  Qrand  Encampment,  by  a  Fast  Orand  Master,  by  the 
Grand  Ck>mmander,  or  by  a  Past  Grand  Commander.  If  none  snch  are  present, 
then  by  the  oldest  Past  Eminent  Commander  (by  service)  who  may  be  present. 

3.  The  officers  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  may  be  installed  by  any  per- 
manent member  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  by  either  of  the  first  four  officers 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  by  the  Eminent  Commander,  or  by  a  Past  Eminent 
Commander. 

The  ceremony  used  in  each  case,  shall  be  that  prescribed  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment in  the  ^^Forms  for  Installation.^' 

4.  The  officers  of  a  new  Commandery  cannot  be  installed  at  the  conclave  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  at  which  the  charter  is  granted,  unless  the  Command- 
ery shall  have  first  been  legally  constituted,  and  such  officers  shall  have  been 
duly  elected. 

5.  When  the  installation  is  performed  by  one  in  office,  no  special  authority 
is  required. 

6.  When  by  a  past  officer,  the  commanding  officer  must  be  present  author- 
izing it,  or  his  written  proxy  must  be  produced. 

7.  The  officers  to  be  installed  cannot  be  represented  by  a  proxy. 

8.  Officers  elect  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  of  a  Grand  Commandery, 
who  cannot  be  present  at  the  regular  time  for  installation,  may  be  installed 
in  such  Commandery  as  the  Grand  Encampment  or  Grand  Commandery,  re- 
spectively, may  designate. 

9.  The  Recorder  of  the  Commandery  in  which  such  installation  shall  take 
place,  shall  forthwith  certify  the  fact  to  the  Grand  Recorder. 

SECTION  XXV— JuBiSDiCTioN. 

1.  In  the  absence  of  a  Statute  of  the  proper  Grand  Commandery,  or  of  a 
special  Edict  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  defining  the  limits  of  each  Com- 
mandery, the  jurisdiction  thereof,  whether  chartered  or  under  dispensation, 
extends  in  all  directions  to  one-half  the  distance,  by  a  direct  line,  between 
itself  and  the  next  nearest  Commandery ;  provided,  that  in  no  case  can  it  ex- 
tend beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  Territory  or  District  in  which  it  is  lo- 
cated. 

2.  Each  Commandery  has  penal  jurisdiction  over  all  Knights  non-affiliated, 
as  well  as  affiliated,  for  violation  of  moral  or  Templar  law  within  its  territorial 
jurisdiction. 

3.  It  is  not  lawful  for  a  Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  any  one 
residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Commandery,  without  first  obtain- 
ing the  permission  of  such  Commandery. 

4.  When  a  petition  for  the  Orders  is  received  from  a  sojourner,  or  from  one 
who  has  not  resided  for  six  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commandery, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commandery  receiving  it  to  notify  the  Commandery  with- 
in whose  jurisdiction  the  petitioner  resided,  and  obtain  its  consent  that  juris- 
diction shall  be  exercised  over  the  petition  and  the  petitioner. 

5.  It  shall  be  competent,  in  such  cases,  for  a  Commandery  to  waive  its  jur- 
isdiction, and  permit  another  Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  one 
residing  within  its  jurisdiction. 

SECTION  XXVI— Mbetings. 

1.  A  Commandery  can  hold  its  conclaves  only  in  the  place  designated  in 
its  dispensation  or  charter. 

2.  A  Commandery  may  remove  its  asylum  from  one  house  to  another  in 
the  same  place,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  its  members  present  at  a  stated  con- 
clave, and  after  due  notice  of  the  proposed  change. 

8.    If  the  regular  asylum  of  a  Commandery,  from  any  cause,  becomes  an 
unfit  or  improper  place  for  holding  the  conclaves,  the  Grand  Commander  may 
authorize  them  to  be  held  elsewhere  in  the  same  place. 
SECTION  XXVII— MncBBBBHiP. 

1.    Those  who  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  a  Commandery,  are  ipeo 
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facto  xnemberB  thereof,  whether  such  Commandery  be  chartered  or  under  6i»' 
penaation. 

2.  After  a  Dispensation  is  granted  to  form  a  new  Commandery,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Knights  who  petitioned  therefor  remains  in  abeyance  as  to  tlie 
older  Gommanderies  to  which  uhey  belonged  wheo  signing  the  petition;  they 
become  active  members  of  the  Commandery  while  under  dispense tion^  and 
when  a  charter  is  granted,  and  the  Commandery  constituted,  they  oontinae  to 
be  members  of  the  new  Commandery,  and  cease  to  be  members  of  the  old  one. 

3.  If  the  dispensation  shonld  be  withdrawn,  or  a  charter  refused,  the  Knights, 
who  petitioned  therefor  resume  their  membership  in  their  former  Command- 
eries,  without  petition  or  other  ceremony. 

4.  When  a  charter  is  granted  and  the  Commandery  constituted,  the  Recorder 
of  the  new  Commandery  must  certify  the  fact  to  each  Commandery  to  whioh 
any  of  the  petitioning  Knights  belonged,  and  this  will  terminate  their  former 
afiBliation. 

5.  Honorary  membership  does  not  confer  the  right  to  vote,  nor  any  rank  or 
standing  therein,  but  is  merely  c  >mplimentary. 

SECTION  XXVIII— Offickbs. 

1.  When  any  one  of  the  first  three  officers  of  a  Commandery  shall  be  elected 
and  installed  as  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Clommauder,  his  rights  and  powers  aB 
such  subordinate  officer,  for  the  time  being,  ipsofaeto^  ceases,  and  the  vacancy 
shall  be  flUed  as  hereinafter  provided  for.  [See  Proceedings  1877,  page 
174.] 

2.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of  Eminent  Commander,  the  powers^ 
and  duties  devolve  upon  the  Generalissimo,  and  if  there  should  be  no  General- 
issimo, upon  the  Captain -General. 

3.  When  there  is  no  officer  in  line  to  fill  a  vacancy,  the  commanding  officer 
shall,  by  appointment,  fill  the  vncancy  pro  tem. 

4.  If  a  vacancy  occur  in  any  elective  office,  other  than  that  of  Eminent 
Commander,  the  Grand  Commander  may  authorize  anew  election,  upon  request 
to  that  effect  by  the  Commandery;  provided,  however,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
both  the  offices  of  Eminent  Commander  and  Generalissimo,  the  Captain -General 
shall  succeed  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  Eminent  Commander,  without  an 
election. 

5.  When  the  vacancy  is  in  one  of  the  appointive  o^ces,  it  shall  be  filled  by 
appointment  by  the  commanding  officer. 

6.  If  any  officer  duly  elected  or  appointed  shall,  without  reasonable  excuse, 
neglect  to  attend  at  the  time  fixed  for  installation,  his  election  or  appointment 
may  be  declared  void  by  a  vote  of  the  body  which  elected  him,  or  by  the  officer 
who  appointed  him. 

7.  Whenever  a  Grand  Commander  or  an  Eminent  Commander  changes  his 
residence  to  a  place  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  bis  Grand  Commandery,  he 
thereby  vacates  his  office,  and  can  exercise  its  powers  no  longer. 

SECTION  XXIX— Objhotion  Aftkb  Balw)t. 

1.  A  member  of  a  Commandery  in  good  standing  may  object  to  the  con- 
ferring of  the  Orders  upon  an  elected  candidate;  and  this  whether  the  object- 
ing  Knight  was  present  when  the  ballot  was  taken  or  not. 

2.  When  such  objection  is  made,  either  in  open  Commandery  or  to  the  Emi- 
nent Commander,  the  Orders  cannot  be  conferred;  and  the  fact  of  objection 
alone,  and  not  the  name  of  the  objector,  should  be  entered  upon  the  minutes, 
and  it  is  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  the  candidate  by  ballot. 

3.  The  objecting  Knight  cannot  be  required  to  disclose  his  reasons  there- 
for. 

4.  Objections  to  a  candidate  may  be  received  from  a  visiting  Knight,  and 
should  be  duly  considered  by  the  Commandery;  but  they  are  not  conclusive, 
like  those  of  a  member. 
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SECTION  XXX— PmnoM  fob  Obdkbs. 

1.  Every  petition  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  flhall  declare  the  Lodge  and 
</hapter  in  which  the  petitioner  received  the  degrees,  and  shall  state  whether 
iie  has  or  has  not  been  previoaslj  rejected  by  any  Commandery. 

2.  It  shall  also  declare  that  the  petitioner  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian 
religion. 

8.  No  petition  can  be  received  unless  signed  by  the  applicant  in  person, 
giving  his  full  name,  residence  and  occupation. 

4.  No  petition  can  be  received  which  is  signed  by  more  than  one  applicant. 

5.  Each  petition  must  be  signed  by  two  vouchers  and  recommenders,  who 
ate  members  of  the  Commandery  to  which  the  petition  is  presented. 

6.  When  a  petition  has  been  presented  to  a  Commandery,  it  cannot  be  with- 
drawn, unless  it  shall  appear  that  the  Commandery  has  not  jurisdiction  over 
the  petitioner. 

7.  The  character  of  the  report  of  a  committee  of  inquiry,  whether  favora- 
ble or  unfavorable,  should  never  be  recorded. 

8.  An  unfavorable  report  does  not  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  a  ballot, 
which  must  be  taken  in  all  cases. 

9.  Petitions  can  be  received  or  acted  on  only  at  stated  conclaves,  unless 
•by  written  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

10.  No  ballot  can  be  had  upon  a  petition  until  after  it  has  been  referred  to 
a  committee  of  three  members  of  the  Commandery,  and  that  committee  has 
reported. 

11.  A  petition  cannot  be  balloted  on  until  at  least  four  weeks  after  it  has 
been  presented  to  the  Commandery,  unless  by  written  permission  of  the  Grand 
Commander. 

12.  In  the  absence  of  any  Statute  by  the  governing  Grand  Commandery  to 
the  contrary,  the  petition  of  one  who  has  been  rejected  cannot  be  renewed  until 
at  least  six  months  after  such  rejection. 

13.  It  may  then  be  received  by  the  Commandery  in  whose  jurisdiction  the 
petitioner  then  resides;  provided,  the  Commandery  by  which  he  was  rejected 
consents  to  waive  its  jurisdiction. 

SECTION    XXXI— Pboxx. 
No  person  can  give  or  act  as  proxy,  except  those  upon  whom  the  power  is 
conferred  in  the  Constitution. 

SECTION  XXXII— Qualification   for  Obdebs. 

1.  It  is  not  necessary  that  petitioners  should  have  received  the  degrees  of 
Royal  and  Select  Master. 

2.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  petitioner  be  a  member  of  either  Lodge  or 
Chapter. 

S.  The  loss  of  a  leg  or  arm  by  a  petitioner,  disqualifies  him  from  receiving 
the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

SECTION  XXXIII— QuoBUM. 
A  quorum  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  Grand  Commauderies,  and  Subordinate 
Commanderies,  consists  of  nine  members  entitled  to  vote  therein,  including  an 
officer  entitled  to  open  the  body. 

SECTION  XXXIV— Rank. 

1.  Commauderies — Grand  and  Subordinate- -take  rank  according  to  the 
date  of  their  several  organizations,  unless  any  of  them  voluntarily  waive  their 
proper  rank. 

2.  Election  (or  appointment)  and  installation  are  necessary  to  confer  rank. 

3.  The  Standard  Bearer  outranks  the  Sword  Bearer,  and  the  Sword  Bearer 
outranks  the  Warder,  and  the  Treasurer  outranks  the  Recorder. 

4.  Present  officers  on  duty  in  their  own  bodies  outrank  Past  Officers  of  any 
^rade. 

5.  A  Knight  dimitting  to  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Commandery^ 
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forfeits  his  membenihip  and  right  to  voice  and  vote  in  the  Grand  and  Snbordi— 
nate  Gommandery  of  which  he  had  been  a  member,  and  acquires  no  rank  ii» 
the  Grand  Gommandery  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  he  has  affiliated,  bat  a 
Past  Gommander  may  be  elected  to  membership  therein. 

6.  But  Past  Grand  Commanders  do  not  lose  their  membership  in  the  Gran^ 
Encampment  by  change  of  membership  to  another  jurisdiction,  nor  by  be- 
coming nnaffiiiated. 

7.  Honorary  membership  confers  no  rank. 

SECTION  XXXV— Resign. 

1 .  Any  officer  of  a  Qommandery  nnder  dispensation  may  resign,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Gommander,  respectively. 

2.  Neither  of  the  first  three  officers  of  a  chartered  Gommandery  can  resign 
after  installation. 

SECTION  XXXVI— Red  Cboss. 
In  the  Council  of  Red  Cross  Knights  ^^High   Priest"  in  the  title  of  the  officer 
ministering  at  the  altar. 

SECTION  XXXVII— Repbesentatives. 
Grand  Commanderies  cannot  exchange  representatives  with  Templar  organ- 
izations outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States. 

SECTION  XXXVIII— Ritual. 
The  Ritual  as  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment  cannot  be  altered  or 
abridged  by  the  Grand  Master,  Grand  Gommander  or  Grand  Gommandery. 

SECTION  XXXIX— Seai.. 

/Relates  to  Seal  of  Grand  Encampment.) 

SECTION  XL-SuMMONs. 

1.  A  notice  published  in  a  newspaper  is  not  legal  summons;  it  must  be  by 
personal  service,  or  by  notice  left  at  the  residence  or  place  of  business  of   the  - 
person  summoned,  or  deposited  in  the  {K>stoffice,  directed  to  his  usual  address. 

2.  It  is  necessary  that  the  seal  should  be  affixed  to  a  summons,  but  not  to  a 
notice  of  a  conclave. 

8.  Every  Knight  should  promptly  and  strictly  obey  the  summons  of  hiff 
Gommander. 

4.  All  propositions  to  amend  Code,  etc.,  must  be  inserted  in  Summons  to- 
attcnd  Triennial  Conclave. 

SECTION  XLI— Title. 
One  who  has  filled  by  election  and  a  term  of  service  an  elective  office,  retain? 
the  rank  and  title,  with  the  word  ^^Past"  prefixed— as  Past  Eminent  Gommander. 
Past  Grand  Commander,  Past  Grand  Master. 

SECTION  XLII— Tbial. 

1.  Trials  of  Sir  Knights  shall  be  in  open  Gommandery,  and  the  Eminent 
Commander  shall  preside,  and  decide  all  questions  of  law  and  all  questions  upon 
the  admissibility  of  evidence.  And  the  trial  shall  be  conducted  as  prescribed 
in  the  **Forms  for  Templar  Trials*'  enacted  and  promulgated  by  the  Grand 
Encampment. 

2.  #hen  a  trial  takes  place  in  the  Grand  Gommandery,  the  Grand  Gom- 
mander shall  preside;  when  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  <4rand  Master  shall 
preside. 

SECTION  XLIII—UxfArFUiiATED  Kmiobtb. 
Unaffiliated  Knights  cannot  vote  in  person  or  as  proxy,  or  hold  office  in  any 
Gommandery.  Grand  or  Subordinate.    They  are,  however,  amenable  for  viola- 
tion of  moral  or  Templar  law,  to  the  Gommandery  within  whose  jurisdiction 
they  reside. 
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SECTION  XLIV— UNiFOBMg. 

1.  The  nniform  of  a  Knight  Templar  ia  that  prescribed  by  the  Grand  En- 
campment in  1862.  No  other  uniform  is  allowed,  and  no  authority  other  than 
the  Grand  Encampment  can  modify  or  alter  it. 

2.  Provided,  however,  that  all  members  of  Commanderies  which  now  have 
what  is  known  as  the  **black  nniform,"  be  permitted  to  wear  it  while  members 
of  said  Commandery ;  but  no  other  Commandery,  nor  the  members  thereof , 
shall  be  authorized  or  permitted  to  wear  any  other  than  the  Regulation  pre- 
scribed in  1862. 

3.  Provided  further,  that  any  Commandery  in  a  State  where  the  black  uni- 
form is  worn,  may,  by  permission  of  its  Grand  Commandery,  adopt  and  wear 
such  black  uniform. 

4.  No  officer  or  member  can  be  present  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  in  a 
Grand  Commandery,  unless  in  full  Templar  uniform,  except  by  vote  of  the 
body  excusing  him. 

5.  The  Templar  baldric  reversed,  exhibiting  the  g^een  side;  Templar  cap 
covered;  sword,  and  white  gloves;  constitute  the  uniform  of  a  Red  Cross 
Knight.  The  Sovereign  Master  wears  the  Royal  robes  and  crown ;  and  the 
High  Priest  his  full  robes,  etc. 

SECTION  XLV— VismNO  Knights. 
No  visiting  Knight  can  be  admitted  to  an  asylum  if  one  only  of  the  regular 
members  present  objects.    The  objection  may  be  made  openly,  or  privately  to 
the  Eminent  Commander,  and  in  neither  case  can  the  objector  be  required  to 
disclose  his  reasons  for  his  objection. 

SECTION  XLVI— Wabbant  ob  DisPBNSATioit. 
The  dispensation  or  charter  of  a  Commandery  must  always  be  present  at 
the  opening  and  throughout  the  conclave. 
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OB 

DIGEST  OF  TEMPLAR  LAW 

OF   THE 

Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar 

OF  THK 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

OoNTAlNINO    A   DiOBST  OF   THE   DECISIONS   OF  THE   OONCIiAYES     OF     A.     D.,     1874, 

1877,  1880,  AND  1883,  made  bt  Sib  Knioht  Josiah  H.  Dbummond,  Maine, 
THE  Special  Committtee. 


ADVANCEMENT. 
See  Objection  after  Ballot,  92,  92a 

amendments. 

1.  Propo^ied  amendmeut8  to  the  Constitation  or  Code,  of  which  notice  i» 
given  in  the  Sammons,  may  be  acted  apon  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  in 
the  absence  of  the  proposer.  1877. 

APPEAL. 

la.  The  appeal  of  a  Sir  Knight  from  the  action  of  the  Eminent  Comman- 
der of  his  Commandery,  although  in  pnrsnance  of  an  order  of ,  the  Grand 
Commander,  lies  to  the  Grand  Commandery,   and  not  to  the  Grand  Master. 

1883. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

2.  An  asser^sraent  for  social  entertainments  cannot  be  enforced  against  one 
not  participating.  1874. 

BALLOT. 

3.  After  a  candidate  has  been  declared  rejected  and  the  fact  recorded.,  the 
ballot  cannot  be  repeated  even  to  correct  an  alleged  mistake.  1880. 

4.  A  ballot  cannot  be  taken  upon  a  petition  at  the  same  conclave  at  which  it 
is  presented,  without  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Commander,  even  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Commandery.  1880. 

4<(.  In  Commanderies  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  the  Grand  Master  may,  by  dispensation,  authorize  the  reception 
of  a  new  petition  from  a  rejected  candidate  within  less  than  six  months  after 
the  rejection;  and  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  the  propriety  of  granting  such 
dispensation.  1883. 

See  Petitions,  97,  99. 

books  of  THE  OBAND  TBEASUBEB  AND  THE  GBAND  BEOOBDEB. 

5.  The  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Recorder  shall  be  sub- 
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mitteil,  at  each  conclave,    for  the  inspection  of  the  "Finance  Committee.'' 

1877. 

BT-LAWP. 

6.  A  by-law  fixing  annual  dues  and  providing  that  members  in  arrears  for 
two  years  shall  be  ineligible  to  office  and  not  entitled  to  vote,  and  that  their 
names  may  be  dropped  from  the  rolls  subject  to  being  reinstated  on  payment 
of  arrearages  by  a  majority  vote,  is  valid.  1874. 

7.  Bat  a  member  should  be  disfranchised  only  after  due  trial,  and  the  by- 
laws should  make  provision  therefor.  1877. 

8.  A  by-law  providing  that  a  member,  upon  the  payment  of  a  fixed  sum  of 
money,  may  become  a  Ufe  member  and  thereafter  be  exempt  from  annual  dues, 
is  valid.  1880. 

9.  A  by-law  requiring  a  Red  Cross  Knight  to  equip  himself  with  a  uniform 
before  he  can  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  is  valid.  1880. 

OHABTEB* 

10.  The  Eminent  Commander,  and  no  other,  is  the  legal  custodian  of  the 
charter  of  his  Commandery.  1 880. 

0HBI8TIAN   KNIGHTHOOD. 

10a.  The  Ritual  contains  those  things  which  a  Knight  obligates  himself  to 
believe  and  perform.  The  Grand  Master  has  no  authority  to  give  additional 
definitions.  1883. 

OOMMANDEBY. 

11.  The  funds  and  property  of  an  extinct  Commandery  become  the  property 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  which  may  make  such  dip  position  thereof  as  it 
deems  proper.  1877. 

12.  It  is  improper  for  a  Commandery  to  "call  oflT'- from  one  conclave  to 
another;  but  it  may  close  to  meet  on  another  day  to  finish  business  that  is 
pending.  1874. 

13.  A  Commandery  "of  the  indispensable  number"  may  be  authorized  by  a 
Grand  Commander  or  Grand  Commandery,  as  well  aa  by  the  Grand  Master  or 
Grand  Encampment.  1874. 

14.  A  Commandery  requires  no  dispensation  or  permission  to  change  to  a 
"mounted  Commandery."  1880. 

15.  Affiliated  Sir  Knights,  petitioning  for  a  new  Commandery,  are  not 
required  to  file  their  dimits  with  the  Grand  Recorder;  but  non-affiliated  peti- 
tioners must  do  so.  1880. 

15a.  A  Commandery  cannot  confer  the  Orders  upon  a  candidate  elected  by 
another  Commandery,  at  the  request  of  (such  other  Commandery,  without  a 
dispensation.  1883. 

See  Grand  Commandery,  69. 

OOMMANDEBUCS   U.    D. 

16.  The  provision  requiring  the  recommendation  of  the  nearest  Comman- 
dery in  order  to  form  a  new  one  does  not  apply  to  dispensations  granted  by 
the  Grand  Master,  who  has  absolute  power  in  the  premises.  1874. 

17.  A  Commandery  U.  D.,  requires  no  formal  proceedings  in  order  to  com- 
mence work.     The  members  assemble  and  proceed  as  if  regularly  constituted. 

1877. 

18.  Their  officers  ordinarily  hold  office  during  the  continuance  of  the  dis- 
pensation; but  the  Grand  Master  [or  Grand  Commander]  has  the  power  to 
relieve  an  officer  and  appoint  another.  1874. 

19.  Such  dues  may  be  collected  from  the  members  as  the  majority  of  the 
Commandery  may  determine.  1874. 

20.  Any  signer  of  the  petition  for  a  dispensation,  by  consent  of  the  officer 
granting  the  same,  and  of  the  Commandery,  may  dissolve  his  connection  with 
it;  and,  thereupon,  his  membership  revives  in  his  old  Commandery.        1874. 

21.  The  petitioners  for  a  dispensation  become  charter  members  unless  they 
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have  severed  their  connection  with  the  Commandery  U.  D.  [or  their  names  are 
omitted  from  the  charter  by  action  of  the  Grand  Gommandery.J  1877. 

22.  It  is  not  proper  to  name  the  officers  in  the  charter  of  a  new  Gomman- 
dery.  1874. 

23.  It  can  be  constituted  by  the  Grand  Master,  or  the  Grand  Commander, 
or  his  dnly  appointed  proxy. 

24.  It  cannot  elect  officers  on  til  it  has  been  constituted:  to  save  time,  how- 
ever, at  the  constitution  of  the  Commandery,  it  is  not  improper  to  agree  upon 
the  officers  in  advance,  and  have  a  merely  formal  election  at  that  time.    1874. 

See  Dispensation  37a;  Quorum,  108a;  Dues,  40a. 

COMMITTEBS    (STAMDINO)    APPOINTKD   IN   ADVANCE. 

25.  The  Grand  Master  is  authorized  to  appoint  the  Committee  on  Templar 
Jurisprudence  at  each  conclave,  to  act  during  the  recess  and  at  the  succeeding 
conclave.  1877. 

26.  And  the  remaining  of  the  Standing  Committee,  sixty  days  previously  to 
each  conclave,  notifying  the  Grand  Recorder  of  said  appointments.       1877. 

27.  The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence.  1877. 

28.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  place  the  financial  and  all  other  reports  and 
official  papers  in  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  proper  committee  [under 
the  direction  of   the  Grand  Master]  thirty  days  previous  to  the    conclave. 

1877. 

29.  The  several  committees  so  appointed,  shall  have  their  reports  ready  for 
submission  to  the  Grand  Encampment  the  first  day  of  its  conclave.         1877. 

COMPLAINTS. 

30.  Complaints  should  be  made  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Eminent  Com- 
mander, and  through  him  to  the  Grand  Commander,  and  through  him  to  the 
Grand  Master,  if  the  latter  has  any  jurisdiction  in  the  ca^e.  Other  communi  - 
cations  should  go  through  the  same  channel,  save  in  special  cases,  when  the 
officer  refuses  to  act.  1874. 

CORBBSPONDENOE. 

31.  It  is  proper  for  the  Grand  Master  to  correspond  through  one  of  his  staff 
with  a  Grand  Commander.  1877. 

32.  Correspondence  between  subordinates  of  different  Grand  Commanderies 
should  be  forwarded  through  their  respective  Grand  Commanders.  1877. 

32a.  Correspondence  between  a  Commandery  under  the  immediate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  a  subordinate  to  a  Grind  Commandery 
«hould  be  through  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Commander.  1883. 

DECISIONS. 

The  decisions  of  a  Grand  Commander  are  binding  on  his  suoordinates  as 
■soon  as  known;  and  an  officer  who  has  positive  knowledge  of  such  decision  is 
as  much  bound  by  it  as  if  it  had  been  delivered  directly  to  him.  i877. 

33a.  The  decision  of  a  Grand  Commander,  which  his  Commandery  refuses 
to  approve,  is  of  no  binding  force  after  such  refusa'.  1883. 

336.  A  member  of  a  Commandery  under  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  the 
■Grand  Encampment,  in  applying  to  the  Grand  Master  for  a  decision,  must  do 
«o  through  his  Eminent  (k>mmander.  1883. 

33c.  Questions  by  members  of  a  Commandery  subordinate  to  a  Grand  Com- 
mandery, or  by  a  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  or  a  Past  Grand  Commander, 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Grand  Commander.  1883. 

See  Committees,  27. 

DIMIT. 

34.  AVhen,  upon  application  by  a  member,  the  Commandery  votes  to  grant 
him  a  dimit,  the  vote  severs  the  membership,  whether  a  certificate  issues  or  not. 

1880. 
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85.  Application  for  a  dimit  mast  now  be  made  in  writing,  signed  bj  the 
member  desiring  it.  1880. 

See  Commandery,  15;  Restoration,  118. 

DISPKMSATION. 

36.  The  Grand  Commander  has  the  power  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  act 
4ipon  a  petition  in  less  than  four  weeks  after  its  presentation,  although  the  by- 
<iaw8  of  the  Commandery  make  no  such  exception.  1880. 

87.  Such  dispensation  can  be  asked  for  onl^  by  vote  of  the  Commandery; 
>l>at  a  majority  Tote  is  sofflcient.  1880. 

37a.  When  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  has  been  refused  for  any 
•'Caase,  the  matter  can  be  reriTed  only  by  a  new  petition.  1888. 

DUES. 

A  Commandery  cannot  exempt  a  member  from  all  yearly  dues  by  a  vote  to 
that  effect,  or  by  electing  him  an  honorary  member.  1877.     1880. 

39.  A  member  of  an  extinct  Commandery  is  not  liable  for  dues  after  the 
Commandery  becomes  extinct.  1880. 

'  40.  But  the  Grand  Commandery  has  the  right  to  collect  from  members  of 
tin  extinct  Commandery  all  dues  chargeable  against  them  up  to  the  time  it 
-became  extinct,  and  to  discipline  those  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  same. 

1880. 
•   40a.  When  a  member  of  a  chartered  Commandery  becomes  a  member  of  a 
Commandery  U.  D.,  and  continues  paying  dues  to  the  former,  it  is  not  liable  to 
pay  to  the  latter  the  amounts  so  received,  nor  is  the  Sir  Knight  freed  from  his 
liability  to  pay  dues  to  the  Commandery  U.  D.  1883. 

See  Membership,  78;  By-Iiaws,  68. 

EMINENT   OOMMAMDBB. 

41.  When  an  Emment  Commander  vacates  his  office,  by  having  been  elected 
tmd  installed  Grand  Commander  or  in  any  other  manner,  the  Generalissimo 

•  (or  in  his  absence  the  Captain-General)  succeeds  to  the  office  by  constitutional 
right  until  the  next  annual  election,  and  the  Grand  Commandery  cannot  legally 
order  or  authorize  the  election  of  a  new  Commander  to  fill  the  vacancy.  1880. 

42.  An  Eminent  Commander  becomes  a  Past  Commander  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  although  he  may  have  permanently  removed  from  the 
State  before  that  time.  1880. 

EXPULSION    AND   SUSPENSION. 

43.  It  requires  a  two-thirds  vote  to  expel,  but  only  a  majority  vote  to  sus- 
pend. 1880. 

44.  When  a  Templar  is  expelled  or  suspended  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  the 
Code  requires  that  a  proper  certificate  thereof  be  obtained  if  practicable;  but  if 
not,  that  other  evidence  be  produced  to  the  Commandery,  showing  the  expul- 
sion or  suspension,  before  the  Commandery  can  declare  him  expelled  or  sus- 
pended. 1880. 

45.  When  the  expulsion  or  suspension  is  the  act  of  a  subordinate  Lodge  or 
■Chapter,  its  jurisdiction  should  be  inquired  into  by  the  Commandery  before 

final  action.  1880. 

46.  But  if  the  expulsion  or  suspension  is  decreed  or  confirmed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  is  no  longer  open. 

1880. 

47.  Expulsion  or  suspension  has  the  same  effect,  whatever  may  have  been 
Ihe  cause  for  which  it  was  inflicted.  1880.     1883. 

48.  In  paragraph  eleven  of  Section  XVII.  of  the  Code  of  1877,  the  word 
"^^definite"  before  ^^suspension^'  was  accidentally  omitted;  the  term  means  '^sus- 
pension*' for  a  definite  time.  1880. 

49.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  has  the 
•effect  given  to  it  by  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
Jurisdiction;  it  depends  upon  those  laws  whether  all  Masonic  righU  are  taken 
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Away,  or  certain  diftabilitiefl  aro  incarred.    Templar  rig'ite  are  taken  away  in 
the  former  case,  but  not  neceBsarily  in  the  latter.  1874.     1883. 

50.  But  striking  from  the  roll,  without  trial,  is  not  suspension.  1874.  1883. 

51.  Striking  from  the  roll  of  membership  by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  affects 
the  standing  of  the  Sir  Knight  in  the  Commandery  precisely  the  same  as  it 
does  in  the  Lodge  or  Chapter.  1880.     1888. 

52.  Suspension  for  non-payment  of  does  can  be  inflicted  by  the  Comnifm- 
dery  only  after  due  notice  to  the  delinquent  to  appear  at  the  time  it  is  pro- 
posed to  act  upon  his  case,  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his  defence;  and 
any  by-law  providing  for  suspension  without  such  notice  and  opportunity  is 
illegal  and  void.  1877.     1880. 

58.  Suspension  by  Lodge  or  Chapter  does  not  deprive  his  Commandery  of 
jurisdiction  to  try  him  for  other  offences  committed  either  before  or  after  hi? 
i^uspension.  1877. 

5da.  Expulsion  or  suspension  from  the  rights  of  Freemasonry  by  his  Lodg^ 
or  Chapter  deprives  a  Sir  Knight  of  all  rights  and  privileges  in  his  Comman  • 
dery  and  of  all  intercourse  with  the  Order.  1883. 

536.  When  members  of  a  Commandery  are  summoned  to  show  cause  why 
they  should  not  be  suspended,  and  do  not  appear,  the  Eminent  Commander 
cannot  declare  them  suspended  until  the  Commandery  has  so  voted.        1883. 

See  Striking  from  the  Roll. 

FFiCS. 

54.  The  fees  for  the  Orders  cannot  be  remitted  directly  or  indirectly  by  vote 
of  money  to  the  candidate. 

55.  No  custom,  however  long  it  has  existed,  justifies  the  conferring  of  the 
Orders  upon  any  one  without  the  payment  of  the  prescribed  fees. 

PUNFBAli. 

56.  A  Commandery  cannot  appear  in  public  at  the  funeral  of  any  other  than 
a  Templar  without  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander.       1877.     1880. 

57.  It  is  not  proper  for  a  Commandery,  as  escort,  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
any  one  who  is  not  buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies.  1877. 

OOOD   STANDING. 

58.  A  member  of  a  Commandery  is  affected  by  his  standing  in  his  Lodge  and 
Chapter.  1880. 

59.  A  candidate  not  in  good  standing  in  Lodge  and  Chapter  is  not  eligible 
to  receive  the  Orders  of  Knighthood.  1880. 

60.  The  forfeiture  or  surren'ler  of  the  charter  does  not,  of  itself,  affect  the 
good  standing  of  the  members.  1880. 

See  Expulsion  and  Suspension,  49,  51 ;  Membership,  86;  Non-affiliates,  89;  Re- 
instatement, 112;  Restoration,  114,  116,  118;  Striking  from  the  roll. 

GRAND   OOMMANDEBT. 

61.  To  form  a  Grand  Commandery,  at  least  three  Commanceries  must  be 
represented  in  the  convention;  but  Past  Commanders  may  participate  in  the 
convention,  and  be  counted  in  making  the  required  number  of    Knights. 

1877. 

62.  The  membership  of  a  Grand  Commandery  cannot  be  enlarged  or 
restricted  from  that  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

1874. 

63.  Any  member  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  is  eligible  to  office  in  the 
Grand  Commandery.  1874. 

64.  A  member  can  have  but  one  vote  in  his  own  right  in  a  Grand  Comman- 
dery, nor  can  he  vote  personally  in  one  capacity  and  by  proxy  in  another. 

1874. 
64a.  This  rule  applies  to  an  officer  or  permanent  member  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery, who  is  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  first  three  officers  of  his  Com- 
mandery. 1883. 
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65.  Hence  an  officer  of  a  subordinate  Gommandery,  althongh  the  others  are 
absent,  cannot  [in  the  Qrand  Commandery]  cast  more  than  one  vote,  unless  he 
holds  the  duly  authenticated  proxies  of  the  absent  officers.  1877. 

66.  No  person,  other  than  those  named  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  as  members  of  a  Grand  Gommandery,  can  vote  therein  in  his 
own  right,  by  yirtue  of  any  authority  whatever,  nor  as  proxy  of  any  other  than 
a  member  of  his  own  Gommandery,  who,  under  the  provisions  of  that  Gonsti- 
tution,  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Gommandery,  and  authorized  to  appoint  a 
proxy.  1874. 

67.  No  one  can  be  appointed  upon  a  committee  in  the  Grand  Gommandery 
unless  he  is  a  member  thereof  in  his  own  right  or  as  proxy;  but  a  member 
may  be  appointed,  though  not  present.  1880. 

68.  A  non-resident  of  the  State  is  not  eligible  to  office  in  the  Grand  Gom- 
mandery. 1880. 

69.  Any  officer  of  the  Grand  Gommandery,  except  the  Grand  Gommander, 
may  be  tried  by  his  Gommandery  for  unknightly  conduct.  1880. 

SeeRank,  110,  111. 

OBAND   MA8TEB. 

69a.  The  Grand  Master  as  the  executive  head  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is, 
by  the  general  principles  of  Masonic  and  Templar  law,  responsible  for  the 
discharge  of  every  executive  duty  to  be  performed  in  behalf  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  not  by  enactment  devolved  upon  others.  1883. 

696.  It  is  not  his  duty  to  pass  upon  merely  moot  questions;  but  only  those 
which  actually  arise  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, Grand  Gommanderies,  or  Subordinate  Gommanderies.  1883. 

GRAND   OFFIOBBS. 

69c.  The  Grand  Master  or  his  representative,  the  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Grand  Generalissimo,  and  Grand  Gaptain-General  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
when-  visiting  a  body  of  the  Order,  are  entitled  to  be  received  under  the  Arch 
of  Steel.  1883. 

69d.  The  Gr?.nd  Encampment  has  not  prescribed  the  nfanner  of  receiving 
the  officers  of  a  Grand  Gommandery,  and  any  regulation  made  by  a  Grand 
Gommandery  in  relation  thereto  is  binding  ou  the  members  of  its  obedience. 

1883. 

INSTALLATION. 

70.  It  is  not  necessary  for  a  re-elected  officer  to  be  installed,  as  he  holds 
over,  by  virtue  of  his  former  election  and  installation,  until  his  successor  is 
installed.  1877. 

71.  A  Gommandery  may  hold  a  public  installation  in  its  own  asylum,  with- 
out a  special  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Gommander.  1880. 

72.  But  such  dispensation  is  required  in  order  to  hold  a  public  installation 
in  any  other  place.  •  1880. 

JEWEL   OF   PAST   GRAND    MASTER. 

73.  The  form  of  the  Jewel  prepared  for  Past  Grand  Master  Fellows  [see 
Proceedings,  with  engraving]  is  adopted  as  the  appropriate  Jewel  of  a  Past 
M.'.  E.'.  Grand  Master  of  Knights  Templar  of  this  Grand  Encampment.     1877. 

JURISDICTION. 

74.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Gommandery  [except  when  otherwise  specially 
provided]  extends  half-way  to  the  nearest  Gommandery  in  the  same  jurisdic- 
tion; and  a  Gommandery  U.'.  D/.,  while  its  dispensation  is  in  force,  has  the 
same  jurisdiction  as  a  chartered  Gommandery.  1874. 

75.  A  Gompanion,  residing  in  any  Territory  in  which  there  is  no  Gommand- 
ery, may  apply  to  any  Gommandery  for  the  Orders;  but  when  there  is  a  Gom- 
mandery in  such  Territory  he  can  apply  elsewhere  only  by  its  permission,  the 
Grand  Master  having  no  power  in  the  premises.  1874. 

76.  A  rejected  candidate  cannot  apply  to  another  Gommandery,  without  the 
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oonpent,  by  a  nnanimoas  Tote,  of  the  one  by  which  be  was  rejected.        1877. 

77.  The  same  rule  applies  to  an  elected  candidate  who  fails  to  present  him- 
self to  receive  Orders.  1877. 

ICBMBBBSHIP. 

78.  A  Templar  cannot  be  a  member  of  two  Gommanderies  at  the  same  time, 
although  they  are  not  in  the  same  State.  1880. 

79.  An  unaffiliated  Knight  is  not  entitled  to  Templar  honors;  but  the  Com- 
mandery  may  grant  them,  or  it  may  withhold  them,  without  breach  of  knightly 
duty.  1874. 

80.  The  '^honorary  membership"  named  in  the  Code  refers  to  the  election,  aa 
an  honorary  member,  by  one  Oommandery,  of  the  member  of  another.     1877. 

81.  Such  honorary  member  is  not  liable  to  dues,  and  the  election  confers  no 
rights,  being  a  mere  compliment.  1880. 

82.  The  election  of  a  member  of  the  same  Oommandery  as  an  honorary 
member  deprives  him  of  none  of  the  rights  of  active  membership.        1877. 

88.  Nor  does  it  relieve  him  from  the  payment  of  dues.  1880. 

84.  A  plan  of  life  membership  approved.    See  Proceedings  of  1874,  page  50. 

1874. 

85.  A  by-law  providing  that  a  member,  upon  the  payment  of  a  fixed  sam  of 
money,  may  become  a  life  member,  and  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  pay- 
ment of  annual  dues,  is  valid.  1880. 

86.  When  a  Templar,  after  suspension  and  restoration  to  good  standing, 
applies  for  membership,  he  must  do  so  by  petition,  setting  forth  that  he  had 
been  a  member  of  a  Oommandery,  been  suspended,  and  restored  to  good 
standing;  such  petition  [if  in  the  same  Oommandery]  need  not  lie  over,  but 
may  be  acted  upon  at  once. 

86a.  Affiliation  is  a  thing  wholly  between'the  applicant  and  the  Oommand- 
ery. 1883. 

See  By-Laws,  8;  Restoration,  115,  117. 

MEMBKESHIP   IN    GBAND   ENOAMPICBNT. 

866.  The  election  [and  installation]  of  a  Sir  Knight  as  a  Grand  Oommander 
make  him  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  1883. 

86c.  Documents  distributed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  to  its  members  do 
not  belong  to  the  proxies  attending  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  to  the  mem- 
bers themselves.  1883. 

MINUTES. 

87.  At  the  close  of  every  conclave,  the  minutes  should  be  read,  corrected  and 
approved;  they  should  be  entered  on  the  record  before  the  next  stated  conclave, 
when  the  journal  should  be  read,  corrected,  and  approved  by  the  Oommandery, 
and  signed  by  the  Recorder.  1874. 

MONETS,    HOW   PAID   OUT. 

88.  No  money  belonging  to  the  Grand  Encampment  shall  be  paid  out  ezeepf 
upDn  a  warrant  or  order  signed  by  the  Grand  Master  and  attested  by  the  Grand 
Recorder.  1877. 

NON-AFFILIATES. 

89.  By  merely  becoming  non-affiliate  in  Lodge  or  Chapter,  a  Templar  does 
not  lose  his  standing  in  the  Oommandery.  1880. 

OBJECTION   AFTEB  BAIiLOT. 

90.  An  objection  after  ballot  may  be  withdrawn  before  it  has  been  entered 
on  the  minutes;  after  that,  the  only  course  is  to  present  a  new  petition  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  rejection  had  been  by  ballot.  1877. 

91.  Objection  after  ballot  is  in  all  cases  equivalent  to  a  rejection,  whether 
the  objector  gives  his  reasons  or  not;  if  he  does  give  them,  the  Oommandery 
has  no  right  to  determine  the  sufficiency.  1880. 

92.  Objection  to  the  advancement  of  a  Red  Oroes  Knight  is  equivalent  to  &. 
rejection  by  ballot,  and  holds  good  for  six  months,  and  no  longer.  1880. 
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92a.  Objection  to  the  advanoement  of  a  Red  Gross  Knight  is  equivalent  to  a 
rejection  by  ballot,  and  the  money  paid  for  the  advanoement  shoald  be  re- 
tamed  to  the  candidate.  1888. 

omosBS. 

93.  By  election  and  installation  as  Orand  Commander,  any  one  of  the  first 
three  officers  in  a  Commandery  vacates  his  office.  [See  Code,  "Officers — In- 
compatible.'*] 1877. 

94.  Section  XXVIII  of  the  Code  applies  to  such  a  vacancy,  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  applies  to  other  vacancies.  1877. 

See  Eminent  Commander,  41;  Grand  Commander,  69. 

PAST  OOMMAJCDKB. 

95.  A  Past  Commander,  when  presiding  in  the  absence  of  the  Eminent 
Commander,  Generalissimo,  and  Captain-General,  may  confer  the  Orders. 

1877. 
95a.  Vhe  Past  Commander  who  may  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  first  three 
officers  of  a  Commandery  is  the  Senior  Past  Commander  present  who  is  a 
member,  without  reference  to  the  Commandery  in  which  he  acquired  the  title. 

1888. 

See  Eminent  Commander,  42. 

PETITIONS. 

96.  Petitions  must  contain  what  is  prescribed  by  the  Code  of  Statutes.  No 
Commandery  has  the  right  to  add  new  requirements.  1877.        1883. 

97.  They  cannot  be  acted  upon  in  less  than  four  weeks  from  their  presenta- 
tion, without  the  special  dispensation  of  the  Grand  Commander,  even  if  the 
Commandery  holds  stated  conclaves  weekly.  1877. 

98.  The  report  thereon  must  be  in  writing  [but  not  entered  upon  the  minutes  J 
and  the  proper  entry  is  ^'tho  committee,  etc.,  presented  their  report,  where- 
upon a  ballot  was  had."  1877. 

99.  When  the  Eminent  Commander  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  there 
has  been  an  error  in  announcing  the  acceptance  of  a  candidate,  he  may,  by 
permission  of  the  Grand  Commander,  order  a  new  ballot,  first  giving  notice, 
to  all  the  members,  of  the  time  when  it  will  be  taken.  1877. 

See  Ballot,  3,  4. 

PBIMTINO,   OOMMITTEE  ON. 

99a.  The  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  shows  its  intention  that  the 
printing  should  be  under  the  supervision  of  its  committee  on  printing. 

1883. 

99b.  But  the  reprinting  of  the  proceedings  1859-1868  was  made  an  exception 
to  the  rule,  and  intrusted  to  the  Grand  Recorder.  1883. 

PRINTING   BEPOBTS   IN    ADVANCE. 

100.  The  Grand  Recorder  shall  cause  to  be  printed  in  advance  of  each  con- 
clave a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Officers  for  the 
use  of  the  committees  and  members,  that  each  member  present  at  the  conclave 
shall  have  a  copy.  1871.     1877. 

PUBLIC   PABADE8. 

101.  The  Grand  Encampment  will  accept  no  invitation  to  unite  in  a  Templar 
parade  during  its  conclave.  1874.     1877. 

102.  It  prohibits  any  of  its  members  from  participating  therein  during  such 
conclave,  except  to  escort  the  Grand  Encampment  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  conclave.  1874.     1877. 

103.  The  Grand  Encampment  requests  the  Grand  Commandery  within  whose 
jurisdiction  it  may  hold  its  conclave  to  prevent  any  Templar  parade  in  the  city 
where  the  conclave  is  held,  on  any  day  thereof  after  the  first.        1874.     1877. 

103a.  A  Commandery  should  appear  in  public  in  Templar  costume  only  on 
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Masonic  occasioDs;  and  a  dispensation  for  that  pnrpose  should  be  restricted  to 
snch  an  occasion. 

103b.  The  determination  of  what  is  a  masonic  occasion  belongs  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  1883. 

See  Funeral,  56,  57;  Installation,  71,  72. 

QUALIFIOATIOM8   FOB  OBDEB8. 

104.  If  the  candidate  can  give  all  the  signs,  and  go  through  all  the  ceremo> 
uies,  he  is  eligible,  and  not  otherwise;  and  the  Eminent  Commander  and  the 
members  of  the  Commandery  are  the  judges  of  his  eligibility  under  this  rule. 

1874. 

105.  But  the  Commandery  should  be  more  exacting  than  the  Lodge  or  Chap- 
ter, and  the  petitioner  should  be  capable  of  enduring  pilgrimage  and  warfare, 
and  should  not  by  his  presence  mar  the  symmetry  of  a  parade.  1877. 

105a.  The  decision  of  the  question  whether  a  candidate  can  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  ritual  and  drill  is  left  to  the  Commandery.        «  1883. 

106.  No  Commandery  or  Grand  Commandery  has  the  right  to  add  to  or  take 
from  the  qualifications  of  candidates  prescribed  in  the  constitution  and  code  of 
the  Grand  Encampment.  1877.     1880.     1888. 

107.  Hence  the  Council  Degrees  are  not  prerequisite,  and  membership  in 
Lodge  or  Chapter  is  not  required.     [See  Code  XXXII.]  1877. 

107a.  Hence  also  a  candidate  cannot  be  required  to  become  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  or  Chapter  after  receiving  the  Orders.  1883. 

See  Good  Standing,  59. 

qUOBUM. 

108.  A  quorum  being  prest'Ut,  the  vote  of  a  less  number  is  valid.  1874. 
108a.  The  law  requiring  nine  members  of  the  Commandery  to  be  present  itt 

order  to  transact  any  business,  applies  to  Commanderies  U.  D. 

BANK. 

109.  A  Past  Grand  Commander  remains  a  member  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment as  long  as  he  is  in  good  standing,  whatever  be  his  residence.  1880. 

110.  He  remains  a  member  of  his  own  Grand  Commandery  as  long  as  he  i^ 
a  member  of  one  of  its  subordinates,  whether  he  continues  to  reside  in  it^ 
jurisdiction  or  not.  1880. 

111.  But  if  he  affiliates  in  another  jurisdiction,  he  loses  his  membership  in 
his  own  Grand  Commandery,  and  does  not  acquire  membership  in  that  of  his 
new  affiliation  until  elected,  as  provided  in  Section  XXVI  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Encampment.  1880. 

BKINSTATBMBNT. 

112.  When  a  member  of  a  Commandery  loses  his  good  standing  by  being 
'^stricken  from  the  roll*'  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter  his  reinstatement  in  the  Lodge 
or  Chapter  reinstates  him  in  the  Commandery.  1880. 

BB8TOBATION. 

113.  The  provisions  of  the  Code,  in  relation  to  restoration,  apply  to  cases 
of  suspension  for  a  definite  time,  as  well  as  to  suspension  for  an  indefinite  time. 

1877. 

114.  The  Grand  Encampment  has  adopted  the  generally  received  law  that  the 
restoration,  by  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  of  a  Templar  expelled  or  suspended  by 
such  Lodge  or  Chapter,  restores  him  to  all  the  rights  of  which  he  was  deprived 
by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  viz.,  to  good  standing  as  a  Templar,  and  to  member* 
ship  in  his  Commandery.  1880. 

115.  Under  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  suspension,  as  well  as  expul- 
sion, by  the  Commandery,  severs  membership  therein.  1880. 

116.  A  Sir  Knight  may  be  restored  to  good  standing  as  an  unaffiliated  Knight 
by  a  majority  vote  when  he  has  been  suspended,  and  by  a  two-thirds  vote  when 
he  has  been  expelled.  1880. 
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117.  But  in  either  case  he  can  be  restored  to  membership  only  by  a  nnani- 
■Dons  yote.  1880. 

118.  When  a  suspended  Sir  Knight  is  restored  to  good  standing,  his  Gom- 
mandery  should  stiye  him  a  certificate,  stating  that  he  had  been  a  member,  had 
4>een  suspended,  [noi  stating  the  cause,]  and  had  been  [at  a  given  date]  restored 
Jbo  good  standing;  and  such  certificate  would  be  equivalent  to  a  dimit.   1880. 

SEAL. 

119.  The  officers  of  a  Gommanderj  have  the  right  to  order  its  seal  affixed  to 
any  certificate  or  other  documents  which  they  can  legally  issue  in  the  name  of 
^he  Gommandery.  1874. 

STBIKINO   FBOM   THS  BOIX. 

119a.  Striking  from  the  roll  is  ordinarily  not  expulsion  or  suspension,  but 
results  in  non-affiliation  merely.  1883. 

119b.  If,  however,  strking  from  the  roll  of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  is  held  by  its 
Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  to  deprive  the  member  of  his  Masonic  rights, 
it  has  the  same  effect  as  expulsion  or  suspension.  1888. 

119c.  But  if  striking  from  the  roll,  under  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  jurisdiction,  merely  deprives  the  party  of  membership 
in  his  Lodge  or  Chapter,  it  has  no  effect  upon  the  general  standing  of  the  Sir 
Knight,  or  his  membership  in  his  Gommandery.  1883. 

SUMMONS. 

120.  A  summons  in  a  Subordinate  Gommandery  should  be  used  only  in  oasch 
of  urgent  necessity.  1874. 

TEMPIiAB   MOMKNCLATUBE. 

121.  The  style  "Sir  Knight  A  B"  is  correct.  1880. 

TITUS. 

122.  No  past  officers,  except  the  presiding  officer  of  a  Grand  or  Subordinate 
Commandery,  retain  their  official  title.  1877. 

TBIALS 

123.  Trials  must  take  place  in  open  Gommandery,  as  provided  in  the  Code 
A  committee  may  be  appointed  to  take  the  depositions  of  such  witnesses 
only  as  cannot  be  examined  iu  open  Gommandery,  to  be  returned  to  the  Gom- 
mandery. 1877. 

124.  But  it  is  not  proper  to  refer  the  charge  to  a  committee  for  considera- 
tion; nor  for  a  committee,  appointed  to  take  testimony,  to  digest  it  or  report 
any  conclusions  thereon.  1877. 

UNIFORM. 

125.  The  uniform  is  prescribed  by  a  statute,  and  no  Knight,  Gommandery  or 
Grand  Gommandery  has  any  right  to  add  to  or  take  from  this  statute,  any  more 
ihan  any  other  statute  of  the' Grand  Encampment.  1877. 

126.  AU  Past  Grand  Officers  are  entitled  to  wear  the  Templar  Gross. 

1874. 

127.  The  wearing  of  shoulder-straps  is  Limited  to  the  officers  and  pastofficern 
enumerated  in  the  statute.  1877. 

128.  The  Grand  Encampment  cannot  act  upon  any  proposed  change  in  the 
uniform,  unless  notice  thereof  is  given  in  the  summons  as  provided  in  the 
Constitution.  1877. 

128a.  When  a  Gommandery  is  entitled  to  wear  the  black  uniform,  new  mem- 
bers as  well  as  old  may  wear  it.  1882. 

128b.  In  the  absence  of  any  legislation  by  the  Grand  Encampment  or  the 
goerning  Grand  Gam  mi  ndery,  each  Gommandery  may  determine  by  its  by- 
laws whether  or  not  Sir  Knights  may  be  admitted  to  the  sessions  without  full 
•Templar  uniform.  1888. 
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See  By-Laws,  9. 

YI8IT0B8. 

129.  The  objection  of  one  member  excludes  a  yisitor,  unless  he  visits  in  an 
official  capacity.  '  1874. 

180.  A  yisitor  must  be  examined  in  all  the  preceding  degrees,  as  well  as  in 
the  Order,  unless  Touched  for  in  whole  or  in  part.  1874. 

VOTE. 

131.  By  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment^  all  questions  (except 
upon  the  acceptance,  etc.,  of  candidates,  and  in  expulsions  and  restorations  of 
Knights)  are  decided  by  a  majority  vote.  1874.     1880. 

See  Expulsion  and  Suspension,  43. 

WOBX — FOBM  OF  MIirDTE. 

132.  To  change  from  the  Oommandery  to  the  Council,  the  proper  entry  i». 
^^The  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  was  then  closed,  and  a  Council  of  Knights 
of  Red  Cross  was  opened ;"  and  to  change  the  other  way,  the  entry  is,  "The  Council 
of  Knights  of  Red  Cross  was  closed,  and  a  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar 
opened.  1877. 
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